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STATEMENT BY THE UNITED KINGDOM

Russia’s assault on Ukraine is an unprovoked, premeditated attack against a sovereign democratic
state. The UK and our international partners stand united in condemning the Russian government’s
reprehensible actions, which are an egregious violation of international law, including the UN Charter.

As a Permanent Member of the UN Security Council, Russia has a particular responsibility to uphold
international peace and security. Instead, it is violating the borders of another country and its actions
are causing widespread suffering.

The Russian Government has shown that it was never serious about engaging in diplomacy - it has
deliberately worked to mislead the world, in order to mask its carefully planned aggression.

As the UN Secretary-General has said, such unilateral measures conflict directly with the United
Nations Charter - the use of force by one country against another is the repudiation of the principles

that every country has committed to uphold.

Russia must urgently de-escalate and withdraw its troops. It must be held accountable and stop
undermining democracy, global stability, and international law.
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