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Dear Mr Manel, 

The European Commission has recently been informed by the French and Spanish 

authorities that, as a result of measures taken by Port CPCs in the context of the COVID 

19 pandemic, four European purse seine vessels currently participating to the fishery for 

tropical tuna were unable to embark an observer, as required under paragraph 58 of 

Recommendation [19-02]. 

The vessels in question are: 

 FV GUEOTEC (FR) since 18 March,  

 FV MONTEMAIOR (ES) since 10 May, 

 FV ALBACORA QUINCE (ES) since 26 May,  

 and FV MAR DE SERGIO (ES) since 28 May. 

The captains of each vessel have been informed of the necessity to embark an observer at 

the earliest possible opportunity and to document the conditions that led to the absence of 

observer on board. You will find early elements of response attached to this letter. 
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In addition, several of these vessels have started trials with the aim of developing 

effective electronic monitoring systems as referred to under paragraph 58 of 

Recommendation [19-02]. The specifications of these systems are also being provided 

with this letter. 

I remain available should you need any additional information or clarifications. 

Sincerely yours, 

Anders C. JESSEN 

Head of the EU Delegation to ICCAT 

 

 

 

 

      

c.c.: Mmes Alaez Pons E.,  Arena F., Harford F., Marot L., Moya-Diaz 

M., Messrs Caruana R., Molledo L., Peyronnet A., Vazquez Alvarez 

X.  
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