This is an integral Law, including the amendments made by virtue of Law No. 129/2012, Law No. 29/2013, Law No. 80/2017 and Law No. 4/2019
Law No. 64/2012   

ON FISHERIES

Pursuant to Articles No. 78 and 83, item 1 of the Constitution, upon the proposal of the Council of Ministers
THE ASSEMBLY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA
HAS DECIDED:

CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Article 1

Object 
1. This Law governs the fishing activity in its entirety and its management and ensures protection of marine and inland water species, by promoting sustainable development of this activity in marine and inland waters in the Republic of Albania.
2. This Law does not regulate relations arising and related to food safety of fish products, consumer protection and fish diseases, which shall be governed by special laws.
Article 2

Purpose of Law
The provisions of this Law aim at:

a. Ensuring a rational and responsible exploitation of the biological resources of inland and marine waters in the Republic of Albania.
b. Determining the rules of management and co-management in the fishery sector by involving respective fishing communities in decision-making processes.
c. Establishing conservation measures that guarantee the tutelage of marine and inland waters biological resources.
d. Encouraging and supporting of scientific and technological research and data collection on fishery. 
e. Ensuring proper operation and management of fishing ports and centres. 
f. Developing and providing a structural policy, with the aim to reconstructing the sector and achieve a sustainable balance between actual resources and their exploitation, strengthen the competitiveness and development of economically feasible fishing entities, the revitalization of areas which depend on fishing, as well as improve market supply and increase the value of production.
g. Determining the appropriate measures and regulations for control, inspection and enforcement of fisheries policy in compliance with European policy in this regard.

h. Establishing a control system for fisheries and standardized and coordinated inspection procedures at sea, on land and throughout the market chain.
Article 3
Scope 
Provisions of this law are applicable to:
a) Albanian and foreign citizens seeking to or exercising fishing activity at sea (marine) and inland waters of the Republic of Albania. 
b) Albanian and foreign fishing vessels seeking to operate or operating fishing activities in the Albanian maritime area.
c) The activities of fishing vessels flying the Albanian flag, which operate in the waters of other countries and offshore, without prejudicing special provisions of fishing agreements, ratified between the Republic of Albania and another country, or international conventions to which Albania is a State Party.
d) All fishing activities carried out in the territory of the Republic of Albania. 
Article 4
Definitions
Pursuant to this law, the following definitions shall apply:
1. Fishing activity means activities related to searching of fish, release, setting and towing of the fishing gear, transferring the quantity of catch on board, transboarding, keeping on board of the vessel, keeping in baskets, fattening and unloading of fish and its products;

1/1. Acting fishing vessels means the fishing vessels that have carried out fishing activities (for one or several days) during a calendar year. A fishing vessel which has not carried out fishing activities during a calendar year shall be considered a non-active vessel.
2. Fishing vessel is a sailing vehicle of any size used or intended to be used for exploitation of fishing resources for commercial purposes, including auxiliary vessels, fish processing vessels, transboarding and transport vessels for the transportation of fish products, except for container vessels.  

3. Foreign fishing vessel is a fishing vessel that does not fly the Albanian flag.

4. Diving apparatus is any type of diving apparatus or related devices that enables the diver to breathe underwater.

5. Competent authority means the authorities, which scope of activity, under this present Law, or respective specific laws, is to control certain fields in the fisheries sector.
6. Fishing authorization is the official document issued by the Minister to a fishing subject  applying for exercising a fishing activity, in a designated period, for purposes of  scientific research, or for fishing areas and species subjected to legal or by-law limitations. 

7. Coral barrier is a biogenic complex structure built from subsequent overlapping of solid or hard rock layers with limestone layers and from covering the calcified red algae and sea mammals’ bodies (sponges, ashidie, cnidarians, briozore, loops), and other organisms interrelating/interacting with limestone.                                                                                
8. Biodiversity is the definition provided for in Law No. 9587, of 20 July 2006 On protection of biodiversity.
9. Marine bio-toxins are toxic substances deposited in bivalve molluscs as a result of their feeding with plankton-containing toxins.

10. Living Aquatic/marine organisms are the available kinds of fishes and other aquatic organisms, including anadromous and catadromous species in the marine and inland water spaces. 

11. Dredge is a fishing device used to capture bivalve molluscs, sponges and gastropods, which is mostly towed by a vessel angine (dredge vessel) or a towed device installed on an anchored ship (mechanized dredge). The dredge consists of a net in the shape of a bag or cage-shaped metallic ring fixed in a rigid or iron pipe of various sizes and shapes, whose end can hold a cutter/corrosive left that can be circular, sharp teethed and can be equipped with sliding devices or depressors.                                        
12. Hydraulic dredge is a dredge with hydraulic devices.
13. Hand dredge is a dredge which is towed by hand or hand crane in shallow waters, with or without a fishing boat, which serves to collect bivalves, gastropods or sponges and will not be considered as towed equipment for purpose of this law.
14. Fisheries Directorate is the directorate responsible for the fisheries policy development at the Ministry.
15. Marine/water ecosystem is a dynamic complex community of plants, animals and micro-organisms, but also non-living organisms, which interact between themselves as a functional unit.

16. Template of minutes for offence identification is a valuable document with a progressive serial number, held in four copies. 
17. Fishing fleet is the total number of fishing vessels holding the Albanian flag, registered in the National Register of Fishing Vessels.

18. Engine power means the maximum continuous power that can be achieved in the axis of each engine and can be used to move the vessel in a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic or any other ways. When an integrated adapter is assembled in the engine, the engine power is measured on the transmission sheet of the adaptor. The unit of measurement of the engine power is kilowatt (kW or horsepower (HP).

19. Length of a vessel means the overall length of a vessel or the distance from the two points on the hull measured perpendicular to the waterline. The overall length is measured in meters and approximated in centimetres, without taking into account the exited parts.
20. Width of a vessel means the maximum width measured in the central axis of a vessel, in the outside axis of brackets in a vessel. The overall width is measured in meters and approximated in centimetres.

21. Marine space is the space defined in Law No. 9251, of 8 July 2004 Marine Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended.
22. Discard/waste is the weight of the total amount of fish having no market value and discarded at the time of the catch or shortly after.
22/1. Fishing Infrastructure means the totality of lands, quays, buildings and any other immovable property on the territory of the fishing port or fishing centre, including its surrounding walls and aquarium, signalling installations, lighting and communication within the territory of the port and on the input channel

2/22. Fishing related infrastructure is that part of the fishing infrastructure which consists of fishing gears, scales of repairing of fishing vessels and fuel deposits which are helpful in the development of the fishing activity.
23. Introduction means the process by which a non-indigenous species is removed to another area outside its natural habitat.
24. Inspection means any inspection made from the appointed officers for verifying the implementation of fisheries policy rules and the reflection of this control in the respective report.

25. Biological Capacity (bio-capacity) means the capacity of an ecosystem to produce useful biological materials (healthy organisms), while maintaining productivity, adaptation and renewal capacity.

26. Control means monitoring and surveillance.

27. Sampling based on the fishing fleet and fishing types means collection of biological, technical, socio-economic data based on the types of fishing and fleet segments.

28. Purse seine is a surrounding net used for catching pelagic species, with plastic buoys in the upper part and lead weights at the bottom edge so that the buoys can keep the net on the surface. The net is closed on the bottom with a rope which passes through a number of rings preventing the fish to escape the net.
29. Traps are fishing gears, which are set in the seafloor/seabed and serve as a trap to catch fish. They are built in the shape of a basket, pot, barrel or cage and in most of the cases consist of a rigid or semi-rigid structure made of different type of material (wood, twigs, metal rods, iron nets, etc.) that may or may not be covered with a net.
30. Fishing licence is an official document that grants its holder the right to use a certain amount of fish and its products for commercial purposes in accordance with the legislation in force.

31. Fishing vessel logbook is a method of recording the daily fishing activity.
32. Longline is a fishing device consisting of a main line with baited hooks attached at intervals by means of branch lines with different length and width depending on the type of target species. It can be set both vertically and horizontally near the water surface or along the sea floor.
33. Fishing limit means the limit amount of fish derived from one kind of fish population or different populations in a certain period and defined to be landed.

34. Sea meadow or seagrass bed means a seabed area, which is characterized by a strong presence of phanerogams, or an area where such vegetation has lived and needs rehabilitation. Sea meadow is the common term for Posidonia oceanica, Cymodocea nodosa, Zoostera marina and Zoostera noltii species.

35. Anadromous species means fish species which migrate from the sea to breed into freshwater. 
36. Catadromous species are fish species which live in fresh water and move into the sea to give birth to the larvae/offspring/juveniles.

37.  Non-indigenous species are species whose historically recognized natural habitat is located outside the marine fisheries area where fishing activity is carried out.
38. Indigenous fish species is fish that has always lived in waters where fishing activity has been carried out. 
39. Surveillance means observation of fishing activities through vessel patrols (sightings) or inspection aircrafts or other means as well as detection and identification methods.

40. Collection means the process of collecting marine/freshwater organisms without the use of fishing gear.
41. Over-exploitation (overfishing) occurs when fishing activities reduce fish stocks below an acceptable level.

42. Multiannual data system means a measure of changes in a given data parameter for a number of years.
43. Fisheries management is an integrated process of collecting information, analysis, planning, planning, consultation, decision-making, delivery of financial resources and development and implementation (obligatory, if necessary) of fishery regulations, by which the fisheries management authority controls the actual and future behaviour of the stakeholders in fisheries in order to provide a continuous production of marine living resources.

44. Nautical mile means the international nautical mile of 1852 meters.
45. Minister is the minister responsible for the fisheries sector

46. Ministry is the ministry responsible for the fisheries sector.
47. Marine environment means the physical, chemical, geological and biological components, conditions and factors that interact and determine the productivity, stage, condition and quality of the marine ecosystem, sea water, airspace over these waters, sea floor and its layers.
48. Fishing opportunity means a legally determined amount of fish in terms of quantity which should be caught and/or fishing effort.
49. Bivalve mollusc (Lamellibranchia type) are lamellibranches clams which feed on filtration.

50. The National Fleet Register Number (Community Fleet Register) indicates the number in the Fishing Vessels Register (National Fleet Register), similar to the Community Fishing Fleet Register (Community Fleet Register).
51. Marine/acquatic organisms are living or non living organisms, flora or fauna, edible or inedible which have water as their natural habitat, including fish, crustaceans, molluscs, corals, sponges, amphibians, marine reptiles, marine mammals as well as eggs, fingerlings/juveniles, larvae of their or other natural products, except sea birds
52. Operator is a physical or juridical person undertaking and performing actions related to at least one of the stages of production, processing, marketing, distribution and sale of fish and of aquaculture products.
53. Organization means the Fisheries Management Organization, Cooperatives or Producer’s Organizations established under article 26 of the Civil Code of the Republic of Albania and this present law.
54. Regional Fisheries Management Organization means international organizations/bodies established by states which have common interests in fisheries. 
55. Fish Aggregating Device (FAD), is any device that floats on the surface of the sea/water that collects underneath adults or juveniles of multi-migratory species.

56.  Fishing gear is an instrument that enables the use of fishing tools.
57. Diving equipment/gear means all equipment used for diving, including masks, shovels, respiratory devices used for diving: air canisters, vent pipes connected to pumps, etc.
58. Fisherman is a physical person who practises professional fishing activity in a fishing vessel or engages in fishing activities. 
59. Bottom-end fishing is the form of commercial fishing that conducted by fishing vessels licensed for this activity and is carried out with a constructed net in a conical shape, pulled from the water by one or two fishing vessels.
60. Illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing (IUU) means fishing activity that is illegal, unregulated or unreported, which detailed meaning is provided below:
a)  ‘’Illegal fishing’’ means fishing activity that is:

i. practiced by a local or foreign  fishing vessel  in marine waters under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Albania without its permission, or  violating the provisions of the Albanian legislation;
ii. practiced by a fishing vessel flying the Albanian flag, but that operates contrary to the conservation and management measures adopted by the relevant regional fisheries management organizations to which Albania is a Contracting Party and  has accepted as such, or the relevant provisions  of the international law applicable to this case; also 
iii. practiced by fishing vessels in violation to the provisions of the Albanian or international legislation.
iv. Practiced by unauthorized individuals, not having a fishing permit to fish in the Albanian marine and inland waters. 
b) "Unreported fishing" means fishing activities that are: 

i. not reported or reported incorrectly to the relevant national fisheries authorities, in violation of the national fisheries laws and regulations, or;

ii. are conducted in the area of competence of a relevant regional fisheries management organization and are not reported or reported incorrectly, contrary to the reporting procedures of that organization.
c) "Unregulated fishing" means fishing activity that is: 

i. practiced in the area of activity of an important regional fisheries management organization from fishing vessels without nationality, fishing vessels that fly the flag of the State which is not a member of this organization or any other fishing entity that does not comply or is inconsistent with the conservation and management measures of this organization, or;

ii. practiced in areas or fish populations for which no applicable conservation and management measures are applied from fishing vessels that do not comply with the responsibilities of the Republic of Albania for the protection of living marine resources under international law;
61. Commercial fishing means partial or total practice of fishing activity with the purpose of selling, trading or exchanging of products. Recreational/sports fishing activity is not commercial fishing.
62. Professional commercial fishing means that category of marine fishing using of fishing vessels more than 12 meters long with an engine power greater than or equal to 56 kW (75 hp).
63. Artisanal commercial fishing or artisanal coastal fishing means commercial fishing practiced by fishing vessels of less than 12 meters long, not using bottom-end fishing gears, with or without a steering wheel, towed fishing gear with pelagic wheel or pelagic pair, twin wheeled nets and hydraulic dredges. 
64. Recreational/sport fishing means non-commercial fishing activities by exploiting marine resources for recreation, sport or tourism purposes. 64/1 "Fishing without using sailing vessels are all forms of fishing for catching or collecting fish and marine/aquatic organisms which are carried out without the use of sailing means.
65. Fish and other marine/aquatic organisms are marine/aquatic mammals or plants such as fish, crustacean, molluscs, corals, sponges, amphibians, marine reptiles, marine mammals, their eggs, larvae and initial stages of growth.
66. Final user means all entities/users interested in research or management of the scientific analysis of fisheries data, with regards to the fishery sector.

67. Processing means the production process of a product, which includes cutting into slices, packaging, conservation, salting, cooking, pickling, drying or preparing fish for the market in any other way. 
68. Conservation reference points means the value of parameters of a fish population (such as biomass or the level of fish mortality, etc.) used in fishery management for determining the acceptable level of biological risk or the level of desirable production.

69. Co-management plan is a plan for the management of the co-managing fishing area, developed in accordance with provisions of Article 53 of this law.

70. Population is all marine living organisms/species that live in a designated management area.
71. Fishing port is a port or harbour used for fishing, including landing of fishing vessels and equipped with all the means for performing the services required for fishing and marine security.  

72. Cautious approach to fish management means the principle according to which the absence of adequate scientific information should not be used as a means to delay or avoid management measures for the conservation/protection of target species/catch, together with other species or separately, as well as by-catch and their environment.
73. Pro-ecosystem approach means comprehensive and integrated management of human activity based on the best scientific knowledge related to the ecosystem and its dynamics, therefore achieving a sustainable use of ecosystem’s components and services and maintaining its integrity.

74. Fishing Centre is a centre located in inland waters, which is used for fishing purposes; including landing of marine organisms coupled with landing through the land, buildings and appropriate facilities. 
75. Fisheries monitoring centre (IMOC) is the centre established and equipped with computer hardware and software that enables receiving/collecting, processing and transmission of the data.
76. Fishing reserve is that part of the sea/water appropriate for the natural reproduction of fish and growth of juveniles, but also other marine organisms.

77. Repopulation means release of allowed species and other marine/freshwater organisms in their natural habitats, with the purpose of using the natural water environment in order to increase the amount of fish and the quantity of catch.

78. Bottom-set net is a trammel net, bottom-set gillnet or a combined bottom-set net, for which the detailed explanation provided below is relevant:

a. ‘’Trammel net’’ is a fishing net consisting of two or more netting walls joined in parallel in the same part and that is or can be set in any way on the bottom of the sea;

b. Bottom set gillnet is a net consisting of a single netting wall and kept vertical in water by leads and floats that is or can be set in any way on the bottom and nearby it or float in the water column;

c. Combined bottom-set net: is a bottom-set gillnet set on the bottom of the sea and combined with a trammel net that forms the end/bottom part of the net;

79. Time-space network is the combination of a certain interval of time and a geographic area in a designated sector. 
80. Quantity is the amount of fish or aquaculture products for a particular species coming from the same geographical area and the same fishing vessel or group of fishing vessels.
81. Fisheries is the sector of economy, which includes all activities related to catching, processing and marketing of fish and aquaculture products.

82. Automatic identification system is an independent and continuous tracking system for identifying and monitoring vessels by electronically exchanging data with other authorities close to the shore, providing information such as identification, position, course and speed.
83. Data monitoring system means identification data of the vessel, its geographical position, date, time, course and speed, transmitted to the monitoring centres by the respective devices located on board of the vessels.

83/1 Ship Monitoring System means the hardware and software equipment and the MTU (Mobile Transceiver Unit) equipment installed on board the fishing vessels, which carry out identification of a ship, its geographical position, date, time, course, speed and which enable the transmission of data between the Inter-Institutional Operational Maritime Centre (IOMC) and the Ministry, in accordance with the provisions of Article 67 of this Law.
84. Vessel detection system is a high technology station/system installed at a certain distance, to detect vessels and their locations at sea.
85. Multiannual data system means a measure of changes in a given data parameter for a number of years.

86. Fishing effort means a measure of the amount of fishing activity, defined as the outcome (multiplication) of a number of parameters related to the fishing gear used in a fishing area at a certain time, for example number of trawling hours (towed net) per day, number of hooks used/set per day
number of enclosures with boat seines in a day. When two or more
types of fishing gear are used, the respective effort must be standardized before rounding up.
87. The first sale of fish means fish for sale for the first time in a designated selling place.

88. Serious offences/infringements is related to IUU fishing activities, commercial activities related to IUU fishing and falsification of documents, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter IX and X of this Law.

89. Retail sale means catching and/or processing of fish products of underwater resources, and preservation until the sale or distribution to the final consumer, including delivery.
90. Sustainable exploitation means the exploitation of a population in a way that it will not be compromised in the future and will not have a negative impact on the marine ecosystem.

91. Primary data is the data referring to specific vessels, physical or legal persons or individual samples.

92. Detailed data means data based on primary data in a form they do not identify either directly or indirectly any physical or legal person.

93. General data means the result of data processed by a group of fishing vessels, for a certain period, and if necessary, for a specific geographic sector, taking into account taking/collecting a representative amount of data out of the total.

94. Shore seine is a surrounding net, which is usually set from a boat and operated from the shore. 

95. Boat seine means surrounding and towed nets that are used and hauled by ropes and cranes from moving or anchored boats and are not towed by the engine of the vessel, consisting of two side wings and a central bunt, spoon-shaped or with a bag in the bottom, that can be used from the surface to the bottom of the sea depending on the type of target species.
96. Trawl seines are cone or pyramid-shaped nets which are actively towed by the engine of a vessel, closed at the end by a bag, and that can be extended by the wings or can be placed on a rigid contour, side opening is achieved through wheels; it may be towed either in the sea floor (depth trawls) or half-depth (pelagic trawls).
97. Transboarding, means the full or partial transfer of fishery or aquaculture products, from the board of a vessel to the board of another vessel.

98. Waters of the Republic of Albania include marine and inland waters.

99. Inland waters means coastal lagoons, natural lakes, lakes of hydropower stations, agriculture reservoirs, rivers and other waters of the Republic of Albania, different from marine waters.
100. Marine inland waters means waters defined under Law 9251, of 08 July 2004 The Maritime Code of the Republic of Albania, as amended. 

101. Territorial waters means waters defined under Law 9251, of 08 July 2004 "The Marine Code of the Republic of Albania”, as amended.

102. Transitional waters means bodies of surface waters in the vicinity of river mouths, which are partially saline in character as a result of their proximity to coastal waters, but which are substantially influenced by freshwater flows.

103. Fishing gear is an instrument used for fishing.

104. First landing site is a pier, port or another place, which meets the defined criteria for fish landing. 

105. Fishermen Place/Post is an area on the shore where the nets are towed and transported.
106. Landing, means the first unloading of any quantity of fish products from the board of a vessel on the shore (land).
107. By-catch is fish which: 
a. is not the target catch/fish species;
b. belongs to species which are not identified as associated species in the fishing licence;
c. includes economic and regulatory discard; and
d. does not include fish released alive under a recreational/entertaining program ‘’catch and release''
108. Restricted fishing area means the marine area, which is declared by the appropriate authorities as a prohibited fishing area or an area with a limited fishing capacity.

109. Co-Management Area is a fishing area, designated under this law, where an organization participates in the management of fishery resources.
110. Protected fishing area is a geographically designated area of water system, in which all fishing activities are temporarily or permanently prohibited or restricted in order to improve and protect marine resources or water ecosystems.

111. Relocation/species removal is the process of transferring or moving the catch or a part of it from a common fishing vessel into a single vessel, or by the owner of a vessel in floating baskets, containers or places outside the vessel where the fish is kept alive until landing.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Article 5
Sustainable Management of the Marine Environment and its Species
1. The exploitation of marine and inland water living resources which should be in harmony with the sustainable, economic, environmental and social development, must be achieved through:
a. application of a rational approach in implementing measures aiming at protection and conservation of marine organisms’ resources while preserving their biological diversity;
b. minimizing the impact of fishing activities on the marine eco-system; 
c. careful application of an approach of maximum care for the ecosystem conservation during fishing activities;

d. punctual and rational enforcement of the fishing activity within a competitive and economically feasible fishery sector, enabling a fair living standard for the individuals who operate fishing activities, and taking into account the consumers’ interests;
e. application of a cautious approach to fish management, through management measures for the conservation and protection of species object to fishing, accompanying species or dependent species, by-catch and their environment, despite not having sufficient scientific information for them;
f. establishing principles of responsible development of fishing activities;
g. taking into account the opinion of specialized scientific institutions during the decision making process, by the competent authorities.
2. Involvement of other institutions in developing and implementing management measures of marine living resources is approved by a decision of the Council of Ministers.
Article 6

Protection of Marine Species 

Fish and other marine organisms are protected from threats and risks related to their fundamental growing environment as well as overfishing, through the application of measures aiming at preserving the marine biodiversity, bio-ecological reproducing potential, as well as environmental conditions.                                                                                                                           
CHAPTER II 

FISH AND THEIR PROTECTION
Article 7
Measures for the Protection of Biodiversity and Environmental Conditions

Measures for the protection of biodiversity and environmental conditions aim at:
1. prohibiting the discards or drainage of liquid or solid waste resulting from the production or processing of any type of material or energy, that has a negative impact on the quality of the marine environment; 
2. prohibiting repopulation, release of non-indigenous fish species and/or other marine organisms, genetically modified fish species or other organisms at sea and inland waters, without prior authorization by the competent authority;
3. prohibiting underwater fishing activities in locations where there is no prior permission from the competent managing authority, as provided by this law;
4. prohibiting fishing, catching and trading of protected fish species and other marine organisms.
Article 8
Types of Fish Subject to Catch
1. To ensure and improve a sustainable development of the marine environment, the Minister determines by a Regulation the type or types of fish subject to fishing at sea and inland waters of the Republic of Albania. 
2. The Regulation referred to in item 1 of this Article 1, inter alia, includes: 
a. The Albanian and scientific name of the fish species; 

b. The geographic coordinates of the fishing area; and 
c. Other data that is relevant for the management of fish species in accordance to this law. 

Article 9

Protected Fish Species and Marine Organisms
The Council of Ministers approves the list of protected fish species and other marine organisms, including anadrome and catadrome species. 
Article10
Protection of Juveniles and other Marine Organisms and the Minimum Dimensions of Fish 
1. The minimum dimensions of fish and other marine and inland water species, including anadrome and catadrome species, below which catching, keeping on board, transit to vessel or boat, intentional landing, and sale in the market or consumption will be prohibited, are approved by a special regulation by the Minister. 
2. Notwithstanding the provisions in the first paragraph of this Article, the Minister can allow the catch of juveniles, fish species and other marine organisms unable to reproduce, in a specified period using specific fishing gear aiming at repopulation for the protection of species and research activity.  
Article 11
Protected Fishing Areas
1. The protected fishing areas are approved at a Decision of the Council of Ministers.

2. The Decision of the Council of Ministers reflects gathering of the opinion of and consultations with the interest groups, in compliance with the requirements of the legislation in force.

3. In the event the protected fishing area affects or may affect the fishing activity of one or more countries Albanian has entered into international agreements with, the Ministry notifies and gets the approval of the authorities of the country/countries parties into such agreement and supervises its implementation before defining and proclaiming the protected fishing area.

Article 12

Protected Fishing Areas
1. In the marine protected areas for fishing purposes, the following prohibitions shall apply:

a. conduct fishing activity;

b. extract or exploit the fauna or flora;

c. dump or exploit sand or gravel, discharge or dislocate waters or any other kind of pollutant, as well as intervene, damage or destroy the environment; 

d. construct structures/facilities on land or in the water

e. undertake or conduct other activities that can have a negative impact on the ecosystem of the protected area in question.
2. By way of exception from paragraph one, fishing certain fish species at certain periods of the year with the appropriate gear may be allowed only after prior authorization issued by the Minister. Such authorization can be issued only if:  
a. it helps reproduction, cultivation of these species and/or population of new fishing areas; 
b. a large number of certain fish species and other marine organisms have arrived in the area;
c. it is used temporarily;
d. it serves to a better management of the protected area;
e. and/or serves for scientific/study purposes.
3. In the authorization issued to the respective subject, the Minister determines inter alia, the timeframe, fishing gear and technical rules applied in the marine protected areas for fishing purposes.
Article 13

Prohibitions in Other Fishing Areas
1. In order to protect natural reproduction of marine and inland waters’ fish and of their juveniles, as well as of other marine organisms, the Ministry orders the prohibition of fishing for specific periods of time.
2. The order for prohibition of fishing, inter alia, establishes: 
a. species or group species of fish and other marine organisms which are prohibited to fish;
b. geographical coordinates of the prohibited area; 
c. starting and closing day of the season; 
d. measures to protect and promote fishing, after prior consultation with scientific Institutions and interest groups. 
3. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 2, in special cases the Minister may allow fishing of:
a. juveniles;
b. fish species or other marine organisms unable to reproduce in specified areas;
c. Fixed timelines and use of certain fishing gear aiming at research and re-population activities.
Article 14
Protection from Overfishing

1. In order to protect special fish species and other marine and inland organisms from overfishing, the Ministry decides to:

a. declare the closure of fishing season or prohibit the use of certain gear and equipment for commercial or recreational/sport fishing;

b. determine the main constructive and technical characteristics, methods,  time and purpose for use of certain types of fishing gear for commercial and recreational/sport fishing; 
c. determine the size of the fish and other marine organisms, as provided in paragraph 1 of Article 10 of this law.   
Article 15
Protection of Economically Important Species 

The Minister, aiming at the sustainable use and protection of economically important fish species and other marine organisms, after consulting specialized scientific Institutions in this sector, determines:
a. the number and size of fishing vessels, their engine power, type and quality of fishing equipment and gears, which are allowed to fish in certain fishing areas;
b. prohibitions of fishing in a certain area;

c. allowable catch in terms of quantity, or allowable collection as per fishing licence;

d. number of licences for certain types of fishing. 
Article 16
Prohibitions in Fishing and in Special Areas 
1. Catching, collecting and/or selling fish and other marine organisms using explosives, chemical substances or any other way killing, intoxication or poisoning them is prohibited.
2. Keeping on shore explosives or chemical substances that kill, poison or intoxicate fish ond other marine organisms is prohibited. 
3. It is prohibited to make use of and to keep on board:
a. toxic, soporific and corrosive substances;
b. electric shock generators;
c. explosives;
d. substances that can explode if mixed;
e. towing devices, Saint Andrew crosses or similar devices/items for collecting the red coral and other types of corals or coral-like organisms; 
f. pneumatic hammers or other percussive instruments for the collection, in particular, of bivalve molluscs digging within the rocks; 
4.       Fishing is prohibited in the port area, entry ways/streets and in anchoring sites.

5. Fishing with bottom trawls, dredges, traps, purse seines, boat seines, shore seines and other similar nets on the seafloor/seabed rich in vegetation, especially of Posidonia oceanica, and other marine phanerogams, is prohibited.                                     
6. By way of exception of paragraph 5, it is allowed to use the purse seine, boat seine, and similar nets whose total height and transport during the fishing activity indicate that the purse seine, lead rope and towing ropes do not touch the meadows.                                                 
CHAPTER III 

STRUCTURAL POLICY 
Article 17
Principals of Structural Policy 

1. Structural policy in fishing is part of the general policies of the Ministry and shall be reviewed at least every four years.

2. Structural policy aims at:

a) Supporting the Albanian fisheries policy to ensure a sustainable exploitation of marine resources;

b) Promoting a sustainable balance between resources and the fleet’s fishing capacity;
c) Supporting competitiveness of producing structures and develop enterprises which are economically active in fisheries;
d) Strengthening and improving the environment and natural resources wherever there is a link with fisheries;
e) Fostering sustainable development and improve the quality of life in areas where fishing activity is carried out;
f) Promoting equal opportunities between men and women towards the development of the fisheries sector and fishing areas.
Article 18
Areas of Structural Interventions 
The areas of structural intervention are the following:
1. Measures to adapt the fishing fleet are as follows: 

a) Support the owners of fishing vessels involved in planning the adaptation of the fishing capacity and availability of resources;
b) Support temporary prohibition of the fishing activity;
c) Support investments on board of the fishing vessels regarding safety on board, improving working conditions, hygiene, energy efficiency and selection of fishing gear, provided this does not increase the fishing effort;
d) Social economic compensation in order to diversify fishing activity and promotion of employment for the fishermen, especially increasing the qualifications of young people and new professions in fisheries;
e) Support the small-scale coastal artisanal fisheries to improve and control the conditions of access to water and water resources, promoting the organization of the production chain, processing and trade of fish products, encourage initiatives of voluntary reduction of fishing effort and protection of resources, encouraging the use of new technologies (fishing techniques that increase selectivity beyond those provided by law and which do not increase the fishing effort);
f) Provide support in the framework of rescue and restructuring plans from enterprises in difficulty.
2. Measures in inland waters, processing and marketing of fish products:
a) Support fishing in inland waters, construction, expansion, empowerment and modernization of the fishing gear in order to improve safety on board, working conditions, hygiene, product quality and reduce negative impact on the environment.
b) Support fishermen and owners of fishing vessels in the framework of conservation measures of specific fish species and other inland water organisms and temporary prohibition of fishing activities.
c) Support the construction, expansion, equipping and modernization of enterprises focusing on improving working conditions, improving product quality, production of qualitative products designed for specific markets, reducing the negative impact on the environment, improving the use of less consumed species, new products with new technology and trade of domestic products and promoting sustainable employment in the sector.
3. Measures of public character are as follows:

a) Support collective activities to contribute to a sustainable management and protection of water resources, promotion of fishing methods and selective fishing gear to reduce the quantity of by-catch, removing lost fishing gear, improving working and safety conditions, increase transparency of trading of fisheries products, development, restructuring and improvement of water areas, promoting cooperation between scientists and operators in the sector, promotion of equal opportunities, promoting the establishment of producer organizations.
b) Protection and development of aquatic/water fauna and flora through the construction or installation of fixed structures to protect and develop aquatic fauna and flora and regeneration of reproduction areas in inland waters;
c) Investments in fishing ports, landing sites to improve conditions for landed fish, ice, fuel, water and electricity supply of equipment for the repair and maintenance of fishing gear, construction, modernization and expansion of berthing improving safety and embarkation and disembarkation operations, computerized management of fishing activities, improvement of working conditions, storage and waste treatment and waste reduction measures.
d) Develop new markets and consumer-oriented campaigns for promotion of fishery products, to supply the market with less used/consumed species, promotion of catch using technology with a low impact on the environment and campaigns to improve the image of fisheries products and the sector itself. 

4. Measures for sustainable development of fishing areas are as follows:
a) Increase the value of fisheries products, improving management and control of conditions of access to fishing areas, protection and growth of employment in the fishing areas, promoting the environmental quality of the marine
environment;
b) Strengthen competition, promotion of ecotourism, building infrastructure for small-scale artisanal fisheries, recovery of production potential in the event of natural disasters.
5. The measures referred to in paragraph 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this Article are approved by a Decision of the Council of Ministers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
CHAPTER IV

DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITIES AND CONSULTATIVE BODIES

Article 19
Decision Making Authority and its Competencies
1. The Ministry is the competent authority for the surveillance, management and regulation of fishing activity and activities related to or enabling fishing.
2. While performing the duties and exercising its competencies deriving from this law, the Ministry cooperates, as far as possible, with the Ministry of Environment regarding all matters which affect or may affect the marine environment.
3. Pursuant to the provisions of this law, the Ministry approves regulations regarding: 
a) composition, operation and specific duties of the consultative bodies established according to this law;
b) conditions of issuance and renewal of scientific research authorizations in fisheries;
c) criteria and methods of recognizing research entities;      

d) conditions, requests and method of registration in the fishermen register according to Article 31 of this law and the register template and norms for its maintenance;
e) obligations and methods of presenting reports by the research authorization officers;

f) set up and keeping an archive of fishing licences in the ministry;

g) prohibitions in fisheries according to the definitions of this law or other prohibitions;

h) obligations and methods of presenting statistical information and data on fishery and aquaculture and the economic exploitation of fish and aquaculture products;

i) termination, cancellation, renewal or refusal to renew licences and authorizations provided by this law ;


j) organization of fish markets, especially the obligation to present statistical data on the activities carried out for this purpose;  

k) recreational/sport fishing, especially fishing types, fishing gears, areas, period of time, practice of such activity in inland waters, use of navigation vehicle, issuance of licences by the fisheries associations or other entities, conditions for the use of the spearguns;   
l) Authorization of administrative bodies or other entities for issuing licences as provided by this law;           
m) editing of records by fisheries inspectors and relevant record templates;
n) conditions for fishing licences and development of fishing activity;
o) conditions to be met by persons who are appointed as Control Observers or Collector of Fish Samples.                                                                       
Article 20
Consultative Bodies 

The Consultative bodies in fisheries are:

1. The Central Consultative Commission for Fishery and Aquaculture. 

2. The Commission for Coordination of Scientific and Technological Research.
Article 21
Central Consultative Commission for Fishery and Aquaculture
1. The Central Consultative Commission for Fishery and Aquaculture (CCCFA) is set up at the Ministry. The CCCFA provides opinions and suggestions on general issues and analysis of the fisheries chain regarding access to resources and fishing activity, structural policies, market organization and aquaculture problems. 

2. The CCCFA is chaired by the Minister and is composed of Directors of Directorates at the Ministry, representatives of the biggest management organizations and fishery producers, as well as experts in the field of fisheries, aquaculture and environment.

3. The members of the Commission are appointed by virtue of an Order of the Minister for a three-year mandate.

4. The Minister convenes the CCCFA not less than once a year.
5. Mode of operation of the CCCFA is approved by a Regulation issued by the Minister.

Article 22
Commission for Coordinating the Scientific, Technological and Economical Research (CCSTER) 
1. The Commission for Coordinating the Scientific, Technological and Economical Research for fisheries and aquaculture is set up in the Ministry. The Commission is a permanent consultative body dealing with issues related to the studies and research of a scientific, technical, state or economic interest for fisheries and aquaculture.
2. Members of the commission are appointed by the Minister and selected among scientists and famous personalities in the fisheries, aquaculture and environment.

3. The CCSTER has the following coordination duties:
a) research and evaluation of the fish population;

b) monitoring the conditions and evaluations regarding the sustainable exploitation of fish and other marine organisms; 
c) preparation of the professional background for the National Strategic Plan, Fisheries Management Plan and Fisheries Implementation Plan; 
d) definition of the technical and technological terms for all fishing types; 
e) provide professional assistance in fishing activities.
4. Mode of operation for the CCSTER is approved by a Regulation issued by the Minister.

CHAPTER V

FISHING POLICIES AND STRATEGIES
Article 23
Fisheries Policies
Fisheries policies in the Republic of Albania are established and implemented in accordance with the National Fisheries Policy, Fisheries Management Plan and Fisheries Implementation Plan. 
Article 24
National Fisheries Strategy
1. The National Fisheries Strategy (NFS) determines long-term trends, priorities and objectives of fisheries development, the necessary funds and implementation deadlines as well as responsibilities arising form the implementation of international agreements, in particular:
a) management and promotion of the fishing fleet, especially, the promotion of fishing efforts and its capacities, taking into account fisheries resources, environmentally friendly fishing methods, as well as the sustainable development of fishing activities;
b) sustainable development of fish processing and marketing;

c) sustainable development of fishing zones, including the criteria for defining the priority zones;

d) competitiveness in fisheries, including improvements of structure, organization and work environment;

e) protection of human resources, especially improvement of professional skills, sustainable employment as well as increasing the number and women’s responsibilities in that sector; 
f) Protection and improvement of the environment.
2. The NFS also defines the priorities, goals, necessary funds, as well as deadlines for:
a) providing equipment and other conditions to carry out inspections/controls of the fishing activity, as well as collection of data and information that are important to the common fisheries policies; 
b) Supporting and providing technical assistance for initiatives that strengthen the sustainability of the sector. 

c) Fisheries and development of fishing activities outside the territorial sea (offshore) in accordance with international agreements. 
3. 
The National Fisheries Strategy (NFS) is prepared by the Ministry in cooperation and coordination with: 
a) Public, central or local national competent authorities; 
b) Scientific Institutions as well as institutions and/or other professional bodies in fisheries and environment.
c) Other interest groups in fisheries and environment. 
4. The national Fisheries Strategy is approved by a decision of the Council of Ministers.
Article 25
Fisheries Management Plan 
1. The Fisheries Management Plan (FMP) incorporates short-term and mid-term objectives on fisheries development, types of programs and measures, expected results and the necessary fund resources for the implementation of the fisheries policy measures.

2. The Minister can proclaim, when appropriate, the Emergency Management Plan to protect the endangered populations and can order repopulation in the respective zones. 

3. Fisheries Management Plans are prepared in cooperation with the representatives of the interest groups.  
4. The FMP is developed by the Fisheries Directorate and is approved by an Order of the Minister for a period of five years.

Article 26
Fisheries Implementation Plan 
1. The Fishery Implementation Plan (FIP) includes:  

a) A description of fisheries in relation to the area, fish species/types, fishing characteristics, fishing methods, as well as the current exploitation situation;
b) Monitoring of the situation of economically important fish populations and other deep sea and pelagic species. 
c) Analysis of fish population, including biological characteristics and the conservation status;
d) Objectives to be achieved over the defined period;
e) Duties to be performed over the defined period;
f) Technical measures to be applied, including measures for the protection of fish population;
g) Eco-system based management;
h) Means to achieve the objectives set and defined in the AFP;
i) Economic impact of measures undertaken in the fishery sector;
j) Criteria for the evaluation of the Plan’s efficiency; 
k) Evaluation date from the Authorities of the achieved results of the Implementation Plan.
2. The FIP also sets out the general principals regarding:
a) Inter alia, granting of licences which include vessels/boats, fishermen or control methods of catching fish or other marine organisms;
b) granting special permits for experimental fishing;

c) granting special permits for specific fishing vessels and fishing vessels shorter that 10 meters;

d) reduction of discards;
e) monitoring method of sailing vessels of less than 15 meters;
f) the issue of permits for recreational/sport fishing or diving;
g) temporary avoidance of FIP, including technical measures or other obstacles related to the fishing zone and navigation vehicles or equipment;
h) restrictions, if needed, for the implementation of the fishing activities.
3. The Fishery Implementation Plan is prepared by the Ministry, in cooperation and coordination with competent scientific institutions and other interest groups in fisheries and aquaculture and is approved by Minister’s Order.
4. The fishing activities are managed by the relevant Directorate in the Ministry in accordance and pursuant to FIP, or, when relevant, by the authority specified in the international agreements Albania is a States Party into.
Article 27
Emergency Measures
1. If there is evidence of a serious and unpredictable danger that threatens the marine living resources or marine/water ecosystem, due to fishing activity, the Ministry is obliged to take immediate emergency measures to eliminate/avoid the risk.  
2. The emergency measures provided in the afore-mentioned paragraph, as a rule, cannot be applied for more than three months consecutively. However, if the emergency situation persists, the Ministry can decide to extend the emergency measures beyond the deadline, but not for longer than 6 months.
3. While taking emergency measures and pursuant to the provisions of an international agreement Albania is a States Party into, the Ministry notifies the authority of the other state which administers the agreement and/or the competent regional fisheries authority as specified in the agreement, by submitting an explanatory memorandum along with the notification of the emergency measures. The Ministry informs the relevant authority before starting the implementation of emergency measures.                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
CHAPTER VI

FISHING ACTIVITY
Article 28
Definition of the types of fishing
Fishing activity is divided into:
a) Commercial fishing;

b) Recreational/sport fishing;

c) Fishing for scientific and study purposes.
Title I
Commercial Fishing
Article 29
Types of Commercial Fishing
1. Commercial fishing is made up of Professional Commercial Fishing and Artisanal Commercial Fishing.
2. The aim, technical features and quantity of fishing gear and equipment allowed to be used in Commercial Fishing are determined by a Regulation issued by the Ministry.
Article 30
Commercial Fishing Licence
1. The Commercial Fishing Licence is part of Category III.5. A.1. of the Annex of Law No. 10 081, of 23 February 2009 On Licenses, Authorisations and Permits in the Republic of Albania. The Commercial Fishing License is issued, managed and lifted in full compliance with the procedures laid down in this Law and in Law No. 10 081, of 23 February 2009 On Licenses, Authorisations and Permits in the Republic of Albania.
2. The Commercial Fishing Licence shold always be kept on board of the fishing vessel/boat and is valid only for one fishing vessel/boat.
3. The maximum number of the Commercial Fishing Licenses is determined by the Minister, in implementation of the Fishing Management Plan and the Fishing Implementation Plan.
4. The Commercial Fishing License is valid only for a certain amount of time, which is clearly shown in the license. Upon termination of such deadline, the license can be renewed upon first submitting the old license.
5. Granting of Commercial Fishing Licenses for fishing vessels/boats holding foreign flags is prohibited.
6. The foreign nationals are prohibited from owning more than 49 per cent of the capital in a ship holding the Albanian flag, or in commercial companies with commercial fishing activity.
7. The right to fish for other forms of fishing in the sea without the use of sailing means, except when prohibited by the environmental legislation in force, is obtained through public competition and falls under category III.5 A.2 of the Law No. 10 081, of 23 February 2009, "On licenses, authorizations and permits in the Republic of Albania", Public competition procedures are determined by decision of the Council of Ministers.
Article 31
Professional Fishermen Register
1. The Professional Fishermen Register (PFR) is established and administered by the Directorate of Fisheries Policies (DoFP).
2. The form, content and method of administration of the PFR, as well as the documentation, procedures and deadlines to be respected for application and registration and/or complaints on the decision to refuse the registration are determined in a regulation by the Minister.
Article 32
Registry of Fishing Vessels
1. The Registry of Fishing Vessels (RFV) is established and administered by the Directorate of the Fisheries Policy (DoFP) at MEFWA, registering any sailing means used for commercial fishing. 

2. The sailing vessel, its owner or user thereof, which is registered in the black list of vessels that conduct EU IPP (IUU) fishing activity, or any international organization recognized by the Republic of Albania are excluded from paragraph 1 above.
3. Every sailing vessel that is registered in the Registry of Fishing Fleet (RFF), has a unique identification number (NFR – CFR).
4. Possession of a sailing vessel used for commercial fishing is not a sufficient condition to earn the right of obtaining a commercial fishing licence.   
5. The form, content and administration method of the RFV, as well as the documentation, procedures and deadlines to be respected for the application and registration and/or complaints about the decision to refuse the registration are determined in a regulation by the Ministry.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Article 33
Prohibitions for the Fishing Vessels

1. Fishing vessels equipped with a commercial fishing licence are prohibited to use equipment/gear if not marked in the proper positions, beyond 12 nautical miles from the territorial sea. 
2. Fishing vessels with an engine power smaller than 224 kW and greater than 746 kW are prohibited to obtain a licence for demersal fishing.
3. The equipment/gear and the marking method of the equipment mentioned in paragraph 1 of this Article are established in a regulation by the Minister.  

Article 34

Fisheries beyond territorial waters 

Fisheries beyond territorial waters of the Republic of Albania is carried out only by a special authorization issued by the Minister.

Article 34/1
Coastal Artisanal Fishing

1. In order to be eligible for access to resources, coastal artisanal fishing vessels are included in one of the forms of organization defined in paragraph 1 of Article 58 of this Law, with a view to co-ordinating and managing small-scale artisanal fishing.

2. Organizations, according to paragraph 1 of this Article, may be single or part of broader organizations and operating at the national or regional level.

3. The application for fishing permit according to paragraph 1 of Article 30 of this Law shall be done in accordance with the management plan of the area concerned.

Article 35
International Fishing Agreement 
1. The Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania signs agreements with governments of other countries and/or international organizations in the field of fisheries. 
2. The rights and obligations defined in the agreements referred to in the afore-mentioned paragraph, shall in no way prejudice or violate the rights and obligations determined in the provisions of this law for its local fishing subjects. 
Article 36
Obligation to Return to an Albanian Port 
Every navigation vehicle, with a commercial fishing licence in the waters of the Republic of Albania, is obliged to return to an Albanian Port after the fishing activity and before possible export of marine species, in order to perform all required actions pursuant to this law.                                                                                                                                                                         
Article 37 
Prohibition of Fishing of Certain Types of Marine Organisms
1. Catching, keeping on board, transiting on boats and vessels, intentional landing and launch into market or for human consumption, at any time, area and using any type of equipment or gear, is prohibited for the following marine organisms: 
a) river alcoran - Salmo letnica lumi;

b) corals (Corallium spp);

c) trout - Salmo trutta magrostigma; Salmo marmoratus
d) sturgeon - Acipenser sturio; Acipenser naccarii;
e) sharks - Cetorhinus maximus, Carcharodon carcharias ;

f) sea cow - Mobula mobular;

g) date shell (dateri) - Lithophaga lithophaga

h) sponges (spongidae)
i) sea mammals – (whales, dolphins, sea calves)
j) sea turtles - (Carretta carretta, Chelonia mydas and Dermochelys coreacea);
k) Acquatic turtle (Emys orbicularis, Mauremys caspica);
l) Marine birds.
With a Decision of the Council of Ministers, other species that may be defined as being at risk may be added to this list.

2. The captains of fishing vessels immediately release the sea birds caught accidentally by the fishing gear.

3. As far as possible, the exemplary of species under letters "a" to "f" and "h" to "l", of paragraph 1 of this Article, accidentally caught by fishing gear, are handled carefully on board the fishing vessel and released alive and undamaged in water.

4. The captains of fishing vessels do not land the above species, unless they are part of an approved salvage and protection program or, where necessary, to enable their recovery when they are injured, after informing the inspectorate in charge of the fisheries before the fishing vessel enters the port.

5. The protected species of aquatic organisms under the conditions of Article 30 of Law No.103/2016, On Aquaculture shall be excluded from paragraph 1 of this Decision.
Title II

Recreational/Sport fishing 

Article 38
Recreational/Sport Fishing
1. Recreational/sport fishing consists of catching/collecting an amount of fish species and other water organisms, using tools and gears allowed for recreational/sport fishing but whose final aim is not selling/exchanging or marketing of fish.   
2. In no case and for no reason may recreational/sorts fishing interfere, hinder, jeopardize or hamper commercial fishing.

Article 39
Categories of Recreational/Sport fishing 
Recreational/sport fishing is divided into three categories as follows: 
a)  Amateur fishing, which is a leisure fishing activity using hooks or other professional fishing gear, not organized and not related to competitions or events without using navigation vehicles.  

b) Sport fishing, which is an organized fishing activity with a free competition between fishermen to catch the biggest fish among many types of species, the largest number of fish or total weight, depending on the rules of each competition. 
c) Tourist fishing, which is a fishing activity conducted by professional fishermen or recreational fishing professionals, who are considered as a third party organizing fishing expeditions. 
Article 40
Authorization for Recreational/Sport fishing 
1. All individuals, Albanian and/or foreign citizens, who practice recreational fishing, except for those who participate in sport fishing activities, obtain a fishing authorization.  
2. The type, maximum number of authorizations for each Commune/Municipality/Region during an calendar year, as well as the criteria for granting/obtaining a fishing licence are determined by the Minister.
3. For amateur fishing, the institutions which verify the fulfilment of the permit criteria, are local government institutions. 
4. The criteria a sailing vessel must meet in order to be considered a tourism vehicle/vessel are established by the relevant authorities as laid down in the relevant legislation.
5. Amateur fishing authorization is granted by the competent local government authority. 

6. Tourist fishing authorization is granted by the Ministry of Tourism and any other entity authorized by this Ministry.
7. By way of exception of paragraph 6, the authorizations for amateur fishing in inland waters declared as co-management areas are granted by the competent co-management organizations.                                                                                                                                                                       
Article 41
Types of Amateur and Tourist Fishing Authorization 
1. The authorization for amateur fishing can be long-term or short-term.

2. The authorization for sport fishing is only short-term.
3. A long-term authorization is the authorization which is valid during the entire calendaric year. Only Albanian or foreign citizens who are members of national associations of recreational/sports fishing have the right to apply and obtain an authorization for amateur fishing. 
4. A short-term authorization is considered the authorisation which is valid for a period no longer than 30 days, starting from the day it is issued. 
5. Foreign citizens have the right to apply and obtain only short-term authorizations.
Article 42
Obligation to Carry Recreational/Sports Fishing Authorization 
1. Recreational/sports fishing authorization is used only by the person who has been granted that authorization.
2. The holder of the authorization is obliged to always carry it during recreational/sports fishing and show it to authorized persons at their first request and according to the provisions of this law.
Article 43
Recreational/Sports Fishing Authorization Fee
1. To obtain a recreational/sports fishing authorization a certain fee has to be paid.
2. This fee is set by a Joint Order of the Minister and the Ministry of Finance, depending on the type of authorization.
Article 44
Recreational/Sports Fishing Gear
1. Fishing gear used for recreational/sports fishing and mode of granting of the authorisation is determined by an Instruction of the Minister. 
2. The Ministry, also, determines the maximum amount of fish the holder of the authorization can catch during a day (or 24 hours) for this type of activity. 
Article 45
Prohibitions for Recreational/Entertaining Fishing
In recreational/sports fishing activity, the following prohibitions shall apply.

a) Fishing activity carried out from sunset till dawn. 

b) Fishing with spearguns from persons under age 16.
c) Sale of fish caught during this activity.
Article 46
Control of Authorizations for Recreational/Sports Fishing
The national recreational/sports fishing organizations (their regional offices), the competent authority of local government and the Fisheries Inspectorate coordinate work to control the implementation of the conditions of the authorization for recreational/sports fishing.
Article 47

Control of Recreational/Sports Fishing

1. All conservation and management measures that apply to commercial fishing at sea and inland waters are equally applicable for recreational/sports fishing.
2. The Ministry takes appropriate measures to inspect recreational/sports fishing throughout the territory of the Republic of Albania.
3. The data emerging form this inspection/control are contained in a special database.
4. If it evaluates that recreational/sports fishing have a large impact, having also received the opinion of CCSTE, the Ministry may decide to apply the specific management measures regarding catch authorization and declaration.
Article 48
National/international Sports Fishing Championships

1. The organization of national/international sports fishing championships or any other competition-based events and conditions for their organization are approved by the Minister.
2. The amount of fish caught during these activities cannot be limited.

Title III

Fishing for Study and Scientific Purposes
Article 49
Authorization for Fishing Study and Research Purposes 

1. Fishing activity for study and scientific purposes can only be carried out with an authorization issued by the Minister.
2. In the Authorization, the Minister, according to paragraph 2 of this Article determines the fishing conditions for study and scientific purposes.
Article 50
Recognized Research Entities 

The Ministry recognizes as a research entity any private or state entity which applies for recognition based on verification of their qualifications and capacities. 

Title IV

Inland fishing
Article 51
General Rules

1. The rules for commercial fishing activity and its management in inland waters determined in this Law apply also to the extent possible for fisheries and its management in territorial waters.

2. In cases when fishing activity or its management in inland waters is specifically regulated by this Law, the latter prevails over the general rules. 
Article 52
Right to Fishing in Inland Waters 

1. The right to inland fishing is granted in a public competition.
2. When the fishing activity takes place in agricultural aqueducts, used for irrigation by the Ministry of Agriculture and municipalities or communes, the fishing right conditions must ensure the dams are safe under the law in force and also the amount of water for irrigation purposes.

3. The public competition procedures are established by an Order of the Council of Ministers. 
Article 53
Co-management Agreements 

Aiming at co-management of inland waters of the Republic of Albania, the Ministry cooperates with Fisheries Management Organizations, eventually even for limitrophe areas, in order to maintain the ecologic balance and rational exploitation of fisheries resources in these areas.
Article 54
Designation of a Co-management Area 
1. Any designated geographical area of inland waters of the Republic of Albania may be determined as a co-management fishing area by the Council of Ministers, by virtue of a Decision. 
2. The Fisheries Management Organization connected with a co-management area, is involved in the preparation and implementation of the co-management plan for the respective area.
3. No more than one Fisheries Management Organisation for a fisheries centre and co-management area can be established.

Article 55
Co-management Plans 
1. Co-management plans are approved for a period no longer than 10 years and aim at:
a) promoting the use of fisheries resources, based on a sustainable development, ensuring at the same time their maintenance at sufficient levels meet the present and future needs;  
b) maintaining and preserving the quality and biological diversity of fisheries resources;

c) promoting implementation of an appropriate fishing technology;

d) eliminating overfishing.
2. Within a period of twelve months from the designation date of the co-management area, the relevant organization and Directorate prepare the Fisheries Co-management Plan for that area, which is approved by the Minister.  
3. Any Co-management Plan should:
a) contain an analysis of the fishery situation in the co-management area;

b) identify short-term, mid-term and long-term objectives to be achieved to ensure a sustainable and fruitful fisheries management in the co-management area;
c) determine recommended management measures and the necessary development strategies to achieve these objectives;

d) identify financial resources for the implementation costs of the management measures;

e) contain indicators and official control mechanisms, in order to evaluate its implementation, regulation and efficiency;

f) contain clear procedures and control mechanisms previously approved by the relevant authorities
g) comply with the national fishery management plan
Article 56
Prohibition of Fishing Activity in the Co-management Area
The co-management plan ensures that persons who are not members of the co-management organizations concerned do not exercise:

a) fishing activity or professional fishing in the territory of the co-management area;

b) fishing activity with special equipment or techniques.

Article 57
Management Agreements 
1. The Ministry signs agreements with private entities announced as winners of the public competition on management of inland waters of the Republic of Albania.
2. The agreement is associated by a management plan of the area, which specifies the actual situation of marine living resources and objectives to be achieved through this management, and all conditions for its implementation, in particular:
a) designating and marking the boundaries of the marine or limitrophe area, subject of the agreement;

b) duration of the agreement;

c) determining obligations/duties of the Contracting Party, as repairing existing infrastructure, building new infrastructure and annual fees;

d) warranties offered by the Contracting Party for fulfilling its obligations;

e) the rights of the Contractual Party for each of the resources of that area;

f) measures developed to ensure compliance with the fishing right and other activities, which are traditionally practiced in that area;

g) obligations of the Ministry regarding the management of the area;

h) consequences in case the provisions of the agreement are violated by either party.
CHAPTER VI

FISHERIES ORGANIZATIONS
Article 58
Fisheries Organizations, Form and Membership
1. The Fishery Organizations are registered as private legal persons and established with their initiative, in accordance with the legislation in force, in one of the following forms:

a) producer organisations;

b) fisheries management organisations;

c) cooperatives; and

d) other forms of organisations and management. 

2. The Fishery Organizations conduct their activity in accordance with the rights and obligations set forth in the respective Statute, which is approved by the organisation’s General Assembly, in accordance with the requirements of the legislation in force.  

3. The Fisheries Organisation members are owners and/or non-owners of the fishing activity vessels, in the places the activity is exercised.
Article 59
Fishing Organization Structures
1. Each Organization establishes a General Assembly, Administrative Council and other bodies provided in the Statute. 

2. The General Assembly is the principal decision making body of the organization and is held at least once a year at the general annual meeting. 

3. The Administrative Council is the responsible body for the management of the organization. Its members are also members of the organization. The Administrative Council reports to the General Assembly on supervision of the organization’s activities.  

Article 60
Fisheries Management Organizations:

1. Fisheries Management Organizations:

a) are active in the co-management of the fisheries resources, in accordance to Title IV of Chapter VI of this Law;
b) Three fifth of the total number of votes of the members are allocated to the owner members of the organization and the rest of the votes to the non-owner members;
c) have an independent budget which is based on membership fees, different donations, as well as other income deriving from their activity. Any additional income over expenditures is not distributed among members, but is instead used to achieve the organization’s objectives;
d) require their members comply with the rules established by the organization on:
i. fisheries; 

ii. the fees established by the Minister and in cases when the management of fishing effort is a responsibility of these organizations, they should comply with the rules set by them;
iii. provide appropriate information as required by the organization; 
iv. pay the financial contributions set forth in the organization’s regulations;
v. remain members of the organization for at least three years after the its establishment and recognition by the Ministry; 
e) carry out activities for protection and supervision of resources, by appointing staff for this purpose;
f) develop land support structures for protection activities (small fishing markets, product collection and disposal sites, transportation means, etc.);
g) promote initiatives for increasing the quality of catch from the members, protecting the natural values of zones.”
Article 61
Producers Organizations

1. The Fishery Producers Organizations, recognized in accordance with the procedures laid down in this Law, is established on the initiative of the producers of fishery products.

2. At the moment of recognition of the producers organization, the Minister takes into account the specific situation of the small producers.

Article 61/1

Objectives of Producers Organisations

1. Fisheries Producers Organizations pursue the following objectives:

a) Promote exercising of profitable and sustainable fishing activities by their members, in accordance with the National Fisheries Strategy and legislation in force on environmental protection, while respecting social policies and participation in fishery management, if necessary;

b) Prevent and reduce as far as possible the by-catch in commercial populations and, where necessary, make better use of, without creating a market for the catch below the minimum dimensions, of catch defined for protection, according to bylaws;

c) Contribute to the traceability of fishing products, so that the customer has clear and comprehensive access and information;

d) Contribute to the elimination of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing practices.

2. In addition to the objectives laid down in paragraph 1 of this Article, producers organizations pursue two or more objectives, as follows:

a) Improve the conditions for placing on the market of fishery and aquaculture products of their members;

b) Improve economic performance;

c) Stabilize the markets;

d) Contribute to food supply, promote high standards of quality and food safety, simultaneously promoting employment in coastal and rural areas;

d) Reduce the environmental impact of fishing, including measures to improve the selectivity of fishing gear.

3. Producers Organizations may pursue other complementary objectives.

Article 61/2

Objectives of Coastal Artisanal Fishing Organizations

1. Coastal artisanal fishing organizations are organized in one of the forms provided for under this Law and have the following objectives:

a) Develop and implement a management plan for water resources and categories, taking into account local specifics, with the aid of scientific research, in accordance with the legislation in force, and the interests of other categories of fishermen or other interest groups operating along the coast. They also supervise compliance with self-regulation standards;

b) Carry out resource protection and oversight activities by appointing personnel for this purpose;

c) Promote initiatives aimed at eliminating conflicts with other fishing activities carried out in the area concerned;

d) Develop ground support structures for production activities (small fish markets, product collection and storage centres, transport vehicles, etc.);

e) Promote initiatives to increase the quality of engagement by members.

The management plan, according to paragraph 1 above, is approved by the Minister.
Article 62
Recognition of the Fisheries Organizations

1. Having received a written request from the representative of the respective organization and verified the fulfilment of the conditions laid down in this law, the Minister decides to recognize it within a period of three months.  

2. The Minister issues a regulation to determine additional conditions for the recognition of the fisheries organizations. 

3. The Ministry conducts periodical controls, in order to verify the compliance with conditions of the recognition from the organization. The recognition is withdrawn when the organization does not comply with the requirements set in the regulation of the Ministry, or when the recognition is based on wrong indicators.                       
Article 63
Fisheries Organization Registry

1. The Fisheries Directorate establishes and maintains the registry of the fisheries organizations. 

2. The register contains, at least, the following data:
a) Name of the organization;
b) Headquarters of the organization; 
c) Names and addresses of the chairman and members of the administrative council;
d) Act of recognition of the organization by the Ministry.

3. The registry of the fisheries organizations is made available to the public, in compliance with the legislation in force. 
Article 64
Transfer of Fishing Infrastructure 
1. The fishing infrastructure may be transferred for management purposes to a fishing organization upon its request.
2. The management of fishing infrastructure by a Fisheries Organization is carried out according to the following terms and conditions:
a) Maintaining the destination and purpose;

b) Ensure the use of fishing infrastructure by the government in case of extraordinary measures;

c) Protecting and ensuring public interest;

d) Keeping and increasing economic value;

1. State bodies authorized by law, have the right to inspect the transferred infrastructure and the relevant documentation, as per provisions of this law.
2. When fishing infrastructure is transferred to management of a fisheries organization, the latter submits to the Ministry a copy of the balance sheet, together with its annexes, as filed with the Tax Administration.
CHAPTER VIII

MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES INFRASTRUCTURE 
Article 65
Management of Fisheries Infrastructure and its Forms 
1. Fisheries infrastructure management is carried out according to the cases and methods determined under this law.

2. The competent authority responsible for the fisheries and aquaculture services manages the fisheries infrastructure in one of the following ways:  

a) Direct management;

b) Management through fisheries associations, specifically Producers Organizations, Cooperatives or Fisheries Management Organizations; 

c) Management of fisheries related infrastructures by local government bodies and private subjects; 

d) Combined management of paragraphs a, b and c of this article. 
3. The conditions and procedures for transferring management of the fisheries infrastructure to fishing organizations, local government units and private entities are adopted by a Decision of the Council of Ministers.

4. An organization manages and maintains fishing infrastructure that has been transferred in accordance with the following principles:

a) The fishery infrastructure manager covers the costs of use and maintenance;

b) The fishery infrastructure is used fairly and equitably, to promote and protect the interests of users;

c) The fisheries infrastructure is administered rationally, in accordance with the legislation in force on environmental protection, promoting sustainable development.

5. When a fisheries infrastructure is transferred to an organization, the follow actions are undertaken:

a) Any vessel that is owned or operated by a person who is not a member of an organization is permitted to use the port or fisheries centre that has been transferred to the organization;

b) Persons who are not members of the organization are permitted to enter the port or the fisheries centre;

c) Any person who enters into or uses a port or fisheries centre that has been transferred to an organization and who is not a member thereof acts in accordance with the laws and by-laws governing the activity of the port or fisheries centre; and with organization regulations;

d) The fees that the organization provides for services for a vessel that is owned by a person who is not a member of the organization are higher than the fees for the vessels of its members, but in any case, they are not higher than twice as much.

6. The level of tariffs is proposed by the organization and approved by a joint order of the minister responsible for agriculture and the minister responsible for finance".
Article 66
Institution Responsible for Fisheries and Aquaculture Services

1. The institution responsible for fisheries and aquaculture services is established under the dependency of the Ministry.

2. Except as provided for under paragraph 3 of Article 65, the institution responsible for fisheries and aquaculture services manages the repopulation centres of acquatic categories depending on the Ministry.

3. The organization and functioning of the responsible institution for fishery and aquaculture services shall be approved by a decision of the Council of Ministers.                                                                                                                                                 
Chapter IX

ACCESS TO WATERS AND WATER RESOURCES, GENERAL RULES
GENERAL RULES
Article 67
Fisheries and Aquaculture Activity Monitoring Authorities

The Fisheries Inspectorate, Fisheries Monitoring Sector and International Marine Operational Center (IMOC) are the competent authorities for fisheries and fishing effort monitoring.
Article 68
Control/inspection Authorities of Fishing and Aquaculture Activities 

1. Fishing activities carried out by physical and legal persons, such as transboarding, transferring of fish in baskets, or instalments of aquaculture products, including maintenance instalments, landing at sea, importing, processing, marketing and storage of fish and aquaculture products, are controlled by the Fisheries Inspectorate.   

2. The Fisheries Inspectorate and IMOC take measures regarding control of fishing vessel activities in waters and water resources of other countries, according to the agreements in force.   
3. The Fisheries Inspectorate and IMOC ensure conducting controls, inspection and implementation of other provisions of this law, without discriminating the sectors, vessels or individuals.  

Article 69
Fishing Authorization 
1. The fishing authorization is granted to the subject applying for a specific fishing activity in an area:
a. which is subject to rules that determine the fishing effort;
b. develops a multiannual fishery plan; 
c. which is subject to fishing restrictions; 
d. which is subject to fishing for scientific reasons; 
e. which has other restrictions, according to the legislation in force. 
2. Fishing Authorisation under paragraph 1 of this Article is issued pursuant to CCSTR’s opinion.

3. The authorization to carry out a particular fishing activity is granted to those fishing vessels that possess the relevant permit according to the conditions stipulated by this law and other legislation in force.

4. When such an authorization is granted, the competent authority informs, as per the case, the interested subjects on the data and information contained in the authorization as well as the figures established for the fishing effort. 
5. The fishing authorization is invalid when the fishing licence/permit is invalid, or when it has expired.  
Article 70
Marking of Fishing Gear
1. The owner of a fishing vessel complies with the general conditions set forth regarding marking and identification of the vessel and its relevant mechanisms. 
2. The Minister determines by regulation other elements of marking and identification of fishing vessels and the respective gear.  

Article 71
Surveillance and Detection

1. The IMOC monitors the Albanian territorial waters through:

a) Surveillance of fishing vessels from inspection vessels or other surveillance means;
b) Monitoring system;  

c) Any other detection or identification method.  
Article 72
Vessel Monitoring System
1. Fishing vessels with a total length of 12 meters or longer, install on board the respective device that enables their immediate automatic identification or location at regular intervals of time, through transmission of data about the respective location from the satellite system.   
2. The costs of satellite transmission or transmission of messages in other fishing vessel systems are covered by the fishing vessels. The cost of connection of IMOC with the satellite system is covered by the Ministry.
3. The data provided by the automatic identification system in the fishing vessels are transmitted to IMOC.
4. The vessel monitoring system aims at detecting, identifying and finding the position of these vessels after coordination of satellite messages sent or after messages of other similar systems.
5. When Albanian fishing vessels are in the waters of another country, the Inter-institutional Maritime Operational Centre (IMOC) transfers the data of the Albanian vessel to the relevant authority of the other country where the Albanian vessel is located at the time.  
6.  The Albanian vessel monitoring system is available, upon request, for other countries where the vessel will land the catch, or in whose waters the vessel continues to carry out its fishing activity.     
7. The IOMC transfers the data to the vessel’s monitoring system in case it operates in the waters of a third country, or in high seas, which is managed by an international organization, to the third country or international organization whenever their regulations require such transfer. 
8. The Council of Ministers determines by virtue of by-laws the system operational modalities and time.
9. The Ministry ensures that no fishing vessels, subject to paragraph 1 of this Article, carry out fishing activities without the respective identification and automatic location device.
Article 73

Data Transmission for Monitoring Operations
The data collected by the vessels with a monitoring system on board, from the automatic identification system as well as the data collected by the detection system of the vessel for reasons of maritime security and defence, border control, protection of marine environment and other issues provided by the legislation in force, can be transmitted to the competent authorities and agencies of the countries involved in surveillance operations, if previously agreed between them.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
CHAPTER X

FISHERIES CONTROL

Article 74
Fisheries Logbook
1. Vessels with a total length of 10 meters or longer carry on board a logbook used to report all their actions.

2. The fisheries logbook specifically contains all the amounts of each species caught and kept on board, for over 50 kg of live weight or, whenever possible, the number of species caught.
3. The allowable tolerance limit in the records of the fishing logbook for the kilograms of fish on-board is 10 per cent for all types of species.

4. The content, method of keeping and operation of the logbook are determined by a Decision of the Council of Ministers. 

5. Fishing vessels deliver/transmit the logbook information as soon as possible, but not later than 48 hours after landing, to the Fisheries Inspectorate of the port to which they belong, or when they land on shore of another country, to the responsible port authority of that country.

6. The captain or owner of the fishing vessel is responsible for the accuracy and validity of the fisheries logbook data. 
Article 75
Registration of production
The captains or owners of fishing vessels with a total length of 10 meters or longer fill in the landing declaration declaring all the quantities for every landed type of species.
Article 76

Data in the Restricted Fishing Area 
When there is a restriction in the fishing regime in a certain area, the owner of the vessel, pursuant to article 75, keep and calculate on their logbooks during the time in that area, all the information required from by-laws pursuant to this Article.
Article 77
Electronic Registration and Transmission of the Logbook Data 
1. The captains or owners of fishing vessels with a total length of 12 meters or longer register electronically all the information mentioned in Article 94 and file it electronically to IMOC at least once in 24 hours.  

2. The information referred to in the above paragraph is transmitted after the last procedures of the fishing process and prior to vessels’ entry into port.
3. The Council of Ministers determines the system’s operational modalities and time.
Article 78
Exceptions to the Obligation to Register 
Captains or owners of fishing vessels who keep and report the electronic data of their fishing activity are excluded from the obligation to complete the logbook and landing and transboarding (transfer from one vessel to another) declarations. 
Article 79
Fishing Vessels not Subject to Logbook Requirements 
The Fisheries Inspectorate and IMOC monitor the fishing activities of the vessels which are not subject to requirements for filling out a logbook, by casual selection based on the national inspection programme. 
Article 80
Preliminary Notification
Captains or owners of a fishing vessel with a total length of 12 meters or longer which carry out fishing activity on a specific population and are subject to the obligation of keeping electronic data of the fisheries logbook, inform/notify the IMOC and the Fisheries Inspectorate about their arrival on port, making also available the following information at least 4 hours before arrival on port:   
a) The external identification number and name of fishing vessel;
b) Name of the port and reasons to anchor in that port, such as landing, transferring or access to services;
c) The data of the fishing itinerary/schedule and specific geographic areas where fishing activity is carried out;
d) estimated date and time of arrival on port;  

e) amounts for each species as registered in the logbook;
f) amounts for each species to be landed or transboarded.
Article 81
Port Landing of Fishing Vessels flying Foreign Flags
1. Fishing vessels flying a foreign flag which need to use a port or its landing facilities, inform the competent port authorities at least 24 hours prior to arrival on port.
2. The information delivered contains the same requirements referred to in Article 80 of this Law for the Albanian vessels.

3. The fishing vessel flying a foreign flag may unload its catch only in ports that are open to international trade, in parts of the coast that meet the requirements for unloading, in accordance with the regulation approved by the Minister.
4. The competent port authorities where a vessel intends to land may refuse its entry into port if the information provided for in Article 80 is not complete.
5. Only cases of force majeure are an exception to this rule.
Article 82
Landing Declaration

1. The captain or owner of the fishing vessel with a total length of 10 meters or longer, or its representative, fills out the landing declaration including the information about the amount of species to be landed. 

2. The data that the captain or owner of the fishing vessel is obliged to deliver, in accordance with the previous paragraph, are determined by a Decision of the Council of Ministers. 
3. The Captain, owner, or the representative of the fishing vessel delivers the landing declaration to the Fisheries Inspectorate as soon as possible, but not later than 48 hours after landing.  

4. If landing takes place in the port of a neighbouring country, the owner of the fishing vessel delivers this declaration to the competent port authorities of that country.  

5. The captain or owner of the vessel in question is responsible for the accuracy and validity of the data in the landing declaration. 

Article 83
Landing Declaration for Fisheries in Another Country

1. When the fishing vessel lands the amount of the fish caught in another country, the Albanian competent authorities deliver electronically the landing declaration to this country.  

2. When the catch information is available electronically, in accordance with the definitions of the Decision of Council of Ministers, the Albanian vessel is not obliged to deliver a landing declaration to the neighbouring country.
Article 84
Transboarding

1. Transboarding at sea without prior authorization and determined conditions for the subject/owner of the fishing vessel, is prohibited.
2. The rules and procedures of obtaining an authorization to carry out transboarding are determined by a Decision of the Council of Ministers.

CHAPTER XI

MONITORING OF FISHING EFFORT
Article 86
Monitoring of Fishing Effort

1. Fishing vessels are not allowed to exceed the determined norms in fishing areas with a certain fishing regime. 

2. The Fisheries Inspectorate and IMOC monitor fishing vessels that carry out activities provided by this law, in the fishing area with a designated fishing regime and ensure they have not exceeded the allowable fishing limit and also the maximum catch limit in that area.    
Article 87
Adjustment of Fishing Effort
1. Adjustment of the minimum and maximum limits for areas subject to a fishing effort, the respective procedures for notification of fishing vessels, granting a preliminary authorization to fishing vessels subject to a determined fishing effort, as well as respective exceptions to the rules provided for under this article, are determined in a Regulation approved by the Minister.
Article 88
Fishing Effort Data

1. Fishing vessels are obliged to keep all the data related to fishing opportunities and fishing effort recorded in the logbook and landing or transboarding declarations.

2. Every fishing vessel informs the Fisheries Inspectorate within the 25th of each month about the quantity of each fish stock or group stock subject to TAC, as well as quotas landed during the previous month.  

3. When a fishing vessel is subject to a fishing effort, or has carried out fishing activity in an area subject to this fishing regime, the owner keeps the catch data in that area as well as the types of species caught by his vessel and reports them within a month to the Fisheries Inspectorate.                                                                                                                                                        
Article 89
Restrictions for Fishing Gear

1. The Captain or owner of a fishing vessel gives notice to the Fisheries Inspectorate about the fishing gear or, when appropriate, the number of fishing gears to be used in the period ahead. 

2. The Captain or owner of a fishing vessel is subject to paragraph 1 of this Article, when the geographical area he is about to fish is subject to a fishing effort regime where the use of fishing gear sets or quantity of fishing gear is restricted. 

3. The fishing vessel is not allowed to carry out fishing activity in an area with a restricted regime if this activity hasn’t been reported according to paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article.  

Article 90
Use of Different Fishing Gear
The use of one or more fishing gears during one fishing trip is subject to a prior authorization by the Fisheries Inspectorate, whenever a fishing effort regime allows the utilization of gear that belong to more than one set in a certain area.

Article 91
Report on Fishing Effort 
The captains or owners of fishing vessels that do not have a monitoring system on board, or do not transmit the logbook data and are subject to a fishing effort regime, transmit to IMOC through fax, telephone messages or e-mail, in the form of a report, the data recorded immediately prior to each entry or exit in/from a geographical area, subject to the fishing effort:

a. Name, external identification mark, radio call signals and the name of the owner of the fishing vessel;
b. Geographical location of the vessel for which it is being reported; 

c. Date and time of each entry and exit in/from the area;  

d. Amount of catch on-board in live weight in kilograms;
Article 92
Exceptions
When fishing vessels equipped with fishing gear that transit in an area subject to a fishing effort regime, but have not obtained the proper authorization, they set and tow the fishing gear during transiting in the restricted area.

CHAPTER XII

COLLECTION, MANAGEMENT AND USE OF DATA 

Article 93
National Programme for the Collection, Management and Use of Data
1. A multiannual National Programme for the collection, management and use of biological, technical, environmental and social-economic data is established based on the methodology approved by the Minister and completed with important international regulations.  

2. The multiannual National Programme for the collection, management and use of biological, technical, environmental and social-economic data includes data regarding:

a. Commercial fishing activity carried out by fishing vessels:

i. in territorial waters;

ii. outside territorial waters;

iii. fishing activity in inland waters, including catching of eel
     b.  recreational/sports fishing;
     c. fish/ products processing industry.
3. The multiannual National Programme for the collection, management and use of data includes:
a. multiannual sampling programmes; 

b. control system of commercial and recreational/sports fishing, if necessary;
c. scientific research campaigns at sea;
d. a system for the management and use of data for scientific analysis.
4. The multiannual National Programme for the collection, management and use of data is approved by a Decision of the Council of Ministers.

5. The Council of Ministers approves the content of the multiannual sampling programmes, scientific research at sea regardless of the data received from commercial fishing.   

Article 94
Preservation of Data
1. The data system is treated in compliance with the legislation in force.

2. The data included in the system are considered as authentic and, according to the legislation in force, they are a property of the Albanian State.

3. The Fisheries Directorate is responsible for keeping under security measures an electronic copy of all the primary data.  

4. If the Fisheries Directorate finds data discrepancies, this will need to be investigated. 

Article 95
Data exchange 

1. The data incorporated in the system are available for final users directly and for direct exchange with other countries.  

2. The Fisheries Directorate may request to exchange especially: 
a) Monitoring system data of a vessel which is located in the waters of another country;
b) Logbook data when Albanian fishing vessels are fishing in the waters of another country;
c) Landing or transboarding declarations, when they are carried out in the waters of another country;
d) Preliminary notification when the respective port is located in the waters of another country. 
3. The Fisheries Directorate ensures the direct exchange of data by sending, especially to the country the vessel belongs to, information regarding sale, when the first sale comes from a fishing vessel of another country.
Article 96
Data Confidentiality 
The data incorporated in the national system, are subject to professional and commercial confidentiality, as provided by the legislation in force.  

Article 97
Protection of personal data
The provisions of this law do not affect the rights of individuals regarding their personal data, as provided by the legislation in force.  

Chapter XIII

CONTROL OF MULTIANNUAL PLANS 
Article 98
Designated Ports 
1. The Ministry can declare a port as a designated port or a shore based place/location where landing or transboarding of fish products and port services are allowed based only on the following criteria:

a) Unloading and transboarding time has been determined;
b) Unloading and transboarding locations have been determined; 

c) Inspection and surveillance procedures have been determined.  

Article 99
Transboarding in Ports 
1. Fishing vessels, subject to a multiannual fishery plan, are prohibited to transboard their catch on board of another fishing vessel, if the catch has not been weighted before according to the rules established by this law.  

2. Special rules of exception from this Article are determined by the order of the Minister.
Article 100
National Control Programmes 
1. The National Control Programme is approved by a Decision of the Council of Ministers. 

2. The National Control Programme is published in the official website of the Ministry. 

CHAPTER XIV

FISHING CAPACITY 
Article 101
Regulation of Fishing Capacity

1. The Ministry is responsible for checking that the fishing capacity is neither higher than the capacity allowed in the respective fishing licence, nor higher than the maximum fishing capacity determined in accordance with the legislation in force.  

2. The methods used especially regarding registration of fishing vessels, verification of their engine power, verification of their tonnage, as well as verification of the type, number and characteristics of fishing gear, are determined by a Decision of the Council of Ministers. 

3. The Fisheries Inspectorate is responsible for verifying the level of fishing capacity.  

Article 102
Engine power 
1. The Minister determines by virtue of a regulation, the terms and conditions for granting fishing vessels the engine power certificate. Vessels using bottom-set nets or dredges, auxiliary fishing gear and vessels used only in aquaculture are excluded from this regulation. 
2. Fishing vessel operators pay the respective fee to obtain the engine power certificate.  

3. Using another engine power, replacing it with another engine power or using a technically modified engine power, unless the latter is officially certified by the classifying authorities as provided for in the legislation in force is prohibited.    

4. A vessel with an engine power higher than the power specified in its fishing licence is prohibited to carry out fishing activities.                                                                                                                                                 
Article 103
Deadlines
The Minister determines by virtue of a special regulation the time a vessel, subject to a fishing regime, can obtain the respective engine power certificate.  

CHAPTER XV

CONTROL IN THE AREAS WITH A RESTRICTED FISHING REGIME 
Article 104
Control in Areas with a Restricted Fishing Regime 
1. The fishing activity of Albanian vessels in a restricted fishing area is subject to monitoring from IMOC.  

2. The IOMC has in place a detection system for monitoring the vessels during their entry, transiting and exit from the restricted fishing areas. 

Article 105
Report on restricted fishing areas
1. The respective vessels report their entry or exit from the restricted fishing areas through an operational system they have on board.  

2. The data is reported every 30 minutes, starting from the time fishing vessels access the restricted fishing area.  

Article 106
Transit in Restricted Fishing Areas
Unauthorized fishing vessels are allowed to transit in a restricted fishing area provided the following conditions are met: 
1. All fishing gear on board is removed and stowed during the transit. 
2. The speed during the transit is not lower than 6 maritime miles, except cases of force majeure. In that case, the captain of the fishing vessel informs the IOMC. 
CHAPTER XVI

USE OF FISHING GEAR 
Article 107
Fishing Gear 
A fishing vessel which is prohibited to use one or more types of fishing nets, any other type of net is blocked and stowed so that it cannot be used, in compliance with the conditions determined by a regulation of the minister. 
Article108
Finding Missing Gear
1. Fishing vessels must have on board devices, which can detect missing fishing gear.
2. If missing gears are not found, the vessel owner informs the respective inspector about: 
a. External identification number and name of the fishing vessel;                                                                                                                                                                                                       
b. Type of the lost gear;
c. Time when the gear is lost;
d. Location where the gear is lost; 

e. Measures taken to find the gear.
3. If lost gear is found by the Fisheries Inspectorate and are not reported by the owner of the vessel, the Inspector charges the finding cost to the latter. 
CHAPTER XVII

CONTROL OF MARKETING OF FISH PRODUCTS 
Article 109
Authorities for the Control of Marketing of Fish Products 
1. Pursuant to this law, fisheries inspectors control the entire process of the marketing of fish and aquaculture products in the Albanian territory, from the first sale to retail, including transportation.  

2. If there is a fixed amount for every type of fish, the operators responsible for catching, selling, storing or transporting must present the certificate of origin of this product, with the purpose of identifying the appropriate area of origin.   

3. The Ministry determines the appropriate rules for placing all fishery and aquaculture products in lots (quantity), starting from capture or processing. 

Article 110
Control of Trading Standards 
1. The respective operators, responsible for catching, selling, storing or transporting fish or aquaculture products, must ensure that these products have the minimum marketing standards during the entire process.  

2. The competent authorities ensure that all fisheries products launched for the first sale, offered for the first sale or traded, meet their marketing standards. 

Article 111
Registration of Fish Product Lots

1. All lots (quantities) of fish and aquaculture products must be registered during production, processing or distribution process, from capture to launch for retail market.
2. All lots in the market must be labelled in compliance with law No. 9863, of 28 January 2008 On food as amended aiming at facilitating the registration of each lot (quantity). 

Article 112
Auction Centres

1. The Ministry ensures that all fish products are traded or previously registered in the respective auction centres, first buyers or producers associations.  

2. First buyers are excluded from paragraph 1 of this Article for a quantity up to 30 kg, which is used for personal consumption.  

3. The Council of Ministers is in charge of issuing by-laws providing proper procedures for the first sale of fish products.  

Article 113
Weight of Fish Products 
1. The Council of Ministers issues special rules for the weighing of fish products, according to the respective weighing system/method in force.  

2. Fish products are weighed during their landing and transported or sold prior to storage in the warehouse.

3. Weighing of fish products on board of the vessel in question is allowed only in exceptional cases and if there is a selection plan for the fishing vessel in question.
4. The accuracy and validity of the weighing data, is a responsibility of registered buyers, participants in the auction or other bodies and persons, also responsible for the first sale of such products. 

5. In the case mentioned in paragraph 3 of this Article, the captain or owner of the fishing vessel is responsible for the accuracy and validity of the weighing data. 

Article 114
Fishing Data

The weighing data will be used to complete the landing declarations, transport documents, sales records and acceptance/handling declarations.

Article 115
Obligations of the Registered Buyers

1. The registered buyers, participants in the auction or other bodies or persons authorized by the competent authorities, deliver to the fisheries inspectorate, within 48 hours, possibly electronically, the sales document, immediately after the end of the process.  

2. The Fisheries Inspectorate authorizes or obliges, when appropriate, the registered buyers, registered participants of the auction or other bodies and persons authorized by the competent authorities, to register and transmit all the data contained in the sales document.  

3. The data to be included in the first sale document are determined by a Regulation of the Minister.

Article 116
Handling

The Council of Ministers enacts by-laws to determine the handling procedures and requirements of drafting such document from the owners of the fishing vessels, subject to this law.  

CHAPTER XVIII
ILLEGAL, UNREGULATED AND UNREPORTED FISHING - IUU
Article 117
Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing - IUU 
1. Illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing activity occurs if the sailing means:

a. has conducted fishing activity without a valid permit or authorization; 

b. has not complied with the obligations regarding registration and declaration of catch data or related data including data transmitted via satellite or prior notification;
c. has conducted fishing activity in a prohibited area, during a period of time when fishing activity is prohibited by relevant laws and by-laws;
d. has carried out fishing activity in a prohibited area without knowing the fishing quota;
e. has conducted fishing activity in a prohibited depth in the prohibited area;
f. has conducted fishing activity directly within a population which fishing is prohibited or suspended;
g. has used unauthorized fishing gear non-complying with the legislation in force;
h. has falsified or hidden its marking, identification or matriculation;
i. has hidden, damaged or destroyed evidence for an investigation;
j. has hampered the activities of the inspectors performing their control duties for the conservation and management measures in force or observers performing control duties for the implementation of national regulations in force;
k. has loaded, transboarded or landed fish with smaller dimensions than the dimensions specified in the relevant by-laws in force;
l. has conducted transboarding activities or participated in joint fishing activities  with navigation vehicles identified as vessels that conduct IUU activities, provided assistance or supplied these vessels;
m. has conducted transboarding activities  or participated in joint fishing activities with navigation vehicles identified as vessels  that are on the list of national IUU vessels, provided assistance or supplied these vessels;
n. has conducted transboarding activities  or participated in joint fishing activities with navigation vehicles identified as vessels owned by a regional fisheries organization;
o. has conducted fishing activities in a zone which is under management of a regional fisheries organization contrary to conservation and management measures of this organization or that violates these measures and flies the flag of a State which is not party to this organization or that does not cooperate with it;
p. has no nationality, under the conditions provided in the international law.
2. The activities under paragraph 1 of this Article, pursuant to this law, are considered serious infringements.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Article 118
Prohibitions for IUU Products

1. Exporting, importing or launching into market of IUU fish products is prohibited.
2. Fish products are traded, exported or imported only when they are associated with the catch certificate, as approved by the Minister.

3. The catch validation scheme for the import and export of fish products and the competent control authorities is approved with a Decision of the Council of Ministers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
CHAPTER XIX

CLOSURE OF FISHING ACTIVITY 

Article 119
Termination of fishing activity 

1. The Ministry decides to terminate a fishing activity in a certain area if:
a. The amount of catch in a fish stock or group stock subject to a quota, is exhausted from the fishing vessels and,
b. A vessel/subject has reached the maximum allowable limit for a species or a certain geographical area, subject to a fishing effort.
2. By entry into force of this law, the age of sailing vessels used for commercial fishing which shall be registered in the Maritime Register of the Republic of Albania is determined by a Decision of the Council of Ministers, in compliance with the standards, criteria and environmental conditions.

Article 120
Duties of the Competent Authorities during Closure of Fishing Activity
1. The competent authorities prohibit fishing activity to all or part of the fleet when the provisions provided in the Article 119 are met.
2. The competent authorities determine the date after which fishing activity in these areas is prohibited and the last date when transboarding, transfers and landings or catch can be allowed.
CHAPTER XX

INSPECTION

Article 150
Fisheries Inspection Authority
1. The fisheries inspection authority is the Inspectorate that covers the fisheries field.

2. Inspectors covering the fisheries field carry out inspections on a non-discriminatory basis, at sea, in ports, during transport, handling process and in the market for the sale of fish and its by-products.

3. The Minister determines the relevant rules for the competences of inspectors covering the fishing area for the inspection of fishing as an integral part of the competent State Inspectorate, pursuant to this Law and Law no. 10 433, of 10 June 2011, On Inspection in the Republic of Albania.

4. The Minister drafts and approves the regulation and manual of duties and responsibilities of Fisheries Inspectors, in cooperation with the State Inspectorate.

Article 122
Duties of the Fisheries Inspectors

1. The Fisheries Inspectors check:

a) the regularity of the catch on board of the fishing vessel, its storage, transport processing or marketing as well as the accuracy and validity of the documents or electronically transmitted data related to them; 

b) the regularity of fishing gear used to capture species subject to control and catch on board of the fishing vessel;

c) if appropriate, hauling plan and separate hauls of species;

d) marking of fishing gear; and
e) relevant information about the engine, as referred to by this law.
2. Inspectors in charge of the fishing activity carry out inspections, causing as little concerns or obstacles to the fishing vessel, on the activity of the fishing entity or the means of transport and their activities for the storage, processing and marketing of catches.

3. Inspectors prevent any possible degradation of catches during their inspection time.

4. The Fisheries Inspectors cooperate with the State Police, Tax and Customs Authorities, Municipal Police, Coast Guard, Port Master, IMOC, National Food Authority, and any other responsible authority established by a Decision of the Council of Ministers.

Article 123

Rights of the Fisheries Inspectors

1. Whenever inspectors observe violation of provisions of this law and by-laws pursuant to it, they have the right to:

a. detain/arrest the offender and vessel used to commit the offence;
b. ask for the offender’s personal details;
c. compile the record form completed for a particular offence;
d. detain/arrest and accompany the offenders immediately to the nearest Police station, if they refuse to provide their personal details, when it is suspected that they are incorrect, and in cases when the offence constitutes a criminal act;

e. present charges to the judicial body, if the offence constitutes a criminal act;

f. seize the means used to commit the offense, or resulting from the offence.

Article 124
Development of Reports by the Inspectors

1. Fishery Inspectors compile the respective reports according to the requirements determined in the handbook prepared by the Ministry.  

2. The Inspection Report is compiled for every case identified and inspected by the experts in question, and is submitted to the ministry for further procedures. 
Article 125
Fisheries Observers 
1. The Minister appoints specialists from the Fisheries Sector, the Ministry or its dependent structures, public and private research entities, as Fisheries Observer, who:
a) receives an identification document issued by the Ministry, which is mandatory to be kept during the whole time while they perform their duties. The observer has to show this document to the owners or masters of fishing vessels every time they need to board a fishing vessel located in Albanian waters, or when trying to conduct interviews regarding fishing activities in the territory of Albania.
b) appointed under this law, has the same right to protection as the Fisheries Inspector.
2. The Observer is responsible for: 
      a) monitoring capture, handling, and processing of water resources and related activities and record data related to these activities;

b)  collecting and recording biological information and other information related to the activity regulated by this law;

c) collecting samples of water resources where fishing activity has been carried out;

d) report to the Director for all observations and information received under this Article;

e) carrying out other duties which may be assigned by the Director;
e) carrying out activities agreed between the Ministry and the relevant/respective authority mentioned in the agreement, but which are not contrary to paragraphs "a" to "d" of this Article, if the observer complies with the rules of an international agreement.

3. The Ministry asks the holder of the professional fishing licence or master/captain of a foreign fishing vessel to:
a. accept a fisheries observer on board of the fishing vessel; 

b. accept fisheries observers in any property and premises/facilities used for the exploitation of marine resources; 

c. allow fisheries observers mentioned in paragraphs "a" and "b" of this paragraph to have access on all sections of the land, fishing vessels and bars and also on records/data, documentation of marine water resources in these areas;
d. provide appropriate accommodation for fisheries observers mentioned in paragraphs "a" and "b", and,
d. allow the fisheries observers under paragraphs "a" and "b of this paragraph to use all equipment needed to perform their duties.

4. Observers are part of the structure of the Ministry and collect information or statistics as required by the Fisheries Director, in compliance with the requirements of the European Commission and the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, according to the specifications of Article 93 and may:
a. board any fishing vessel to collect information on fisheries;

b. interview and receive such information from owners, captains and fishers of registered Albanian fishing vessels;

5. Observers are subject to confidentiality requirements under article 96 of this law.
CHAPTER XXI

PENALTIES

Article 126
Measures to Ensure Application of Legislation 
The total of penalties and additional penalties is calculated to ensure that offenders are taken off the economic benefits derived from the offence. Penalties should also create impacts in proportion to the offence committed in order to discourage similar offences in the future.
Article 127
Subjects Responsible for Administrative Contraventions 
1. Civil responsibility at sea belongs to:

a) The captain of the fishing vessel for all administrative contraventions/offences to the provisions of this law, committed on board of the fishing vessel or using gear on board of the vessel and verified by the competent authorities. 

b) Any other person only in case the Captain proves that the offence/contravention is committed against his will, despite the measures taken and identifies the person who has committed the offence.
2. Civil responsibility in inland waters belongs to:

a) The entrepreneur or fishing subject, who are personally and legally responsible for administrative fines and contraventions imposed on their assistants and subordinates for violations of this law.
b) Other persons who have committed the offence, in case the entrepreneur or fishing entity/subject prove that the offence/contravention is committed against their will, despite measures taken and identifies the person in question.
Article 128
Administrative Contraventions
A) The following contraventions are administrative contraventions:
1. Disposal of liquid or solid waste which create a negative effect on the quality of marine environment, contrary to the provisions of letter “a” of Article 7 of this Law, is an administrative contravention and is punishable in accordance with the law in force on the environment protection sector.
2. Release of non-indigenous and/or other marine organisms, fish species or other marine genetically modified organisms, contrary to the provisions of letter “b” of Article 7 of this Law, at sea and inland waters, is an administrative contravention and is punishable with a fine ranging form 100.000 to  500.000 ALL (Lek);

3. Underwater fishing activities in places where a permission is not granted from the competent management authority contrary to the provisions of letter “c” of Article 7 of this Law constitute an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 10.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek).
4. Capture of juveniles, fish species and other marine organisms unable to reproduce, or with dimensions beyond those provided in by-laws, contrary to the provisions of this law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable with a fine ranging from 100.000 to 500.000 ALL (Lek). 
5. Conducting fishing activity and destruction/degradation of fauna and flora in the protected marine areas, contrary to the provisions of letters ‘’a’’ and ‘’b’’ of paragraph 1 of Article 12 of this law, constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable with a fine ranging from 200.000 to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek).
6. Disposal or use of sand or gravel, removal or relocation of water or any other pollutants, as well as intervention, deterioration or destruction of the environment in the protected water areas, contrary to the provisions of letter ''c'' of paragraph 1 of Article 12 of this law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 400.000 to 2.000.000 ALL (Lek).
7. Construction of structures/facilities on land or in water contrary to the provisions of letter ‘’d'' of paragraph 1 of Article 12 of this law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 600.000 to 3.000.000 ALL (Lek).
8. Conducting other activities that may have a negative impact on the ecosystem of the protected area contrary to the provisions of letters ''e'' of paragraph 1 of Article 12 of this Law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 200.000 to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek).
9. Capture of fish and other marine organisms contrary to the order for the prohibition of fishing out of season or in probited fishing areas, contrary to the provisions of Articles 13 and 14 of this Law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 200.000 to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek);
10. Capture of fish and other marine organisms by explosives, chemichal substances or any other way that kills, intoxicates or poisons the fish and other marine organisms, contrary to the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 16 this Law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 500.000 to 2.500.000 ALL (Lek).

11. Holding on board or in shore of explosives, or chemichal substances that kill, intoxicate or poison the fish and other marine organisms, contrary to the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 16 this Law constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 500.000 to 2.500.000 ALL (Lek).

12. Use or holding in vessels of substances or equipment referred to in paragraph 3 of Article 16 of this Law is punishable by a fine ranging from 500.000 to 2.500.000 ALL (Lek). 
13. Violation of article 16, paragraph 4 of this law is punishable by a fine ranging from 500.000 to 2.500.000 ALL (Lek).
14. Conducting fishing activity contrary to the provisions of Article 16, paragraphs 5 and 6 of this law, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 100.000 to 500.000 ALL (Lek).
15. Conducting fishing activity without being registered, according to definitions of Article 32, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek).
16. Violation of provisions of Article 33 constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 20.000 Lek to 50.000 ALL (Lek).
17. Violation of provisions of Article 34 constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 30.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek);

18. Conducting fishing activity by a foreign vessel in the waters of the Republic of Albania constitutes an administrative contravention and is punishable with a fine ranging from 20 million to 45 million ALL (Lek). The fishing vessel is blocked until the fine is paid. Protection and maintenance fees of the blocked vessel have to be paid by the offender.
19. Catching, keeping on board, transiting in a boat or vessel, intentional landing and launch into market or for consumption of protected fish species and other marine organisms, contrary to provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 37, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 1.000.000 to 5.000.000 ALL (Lek);

20. Exercising of the recreational/sports fishing activities, contrary to provisions of paragraph 2 of article 38, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek);

21. Collecting and/or trading fish and other marine organisms captured with the use of explosives, chemical or toxic substances or any other way that kills, intoxicates or poisons is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 100.000 to 500.000 ALL (Lek);

22. Conducting amateur fishing activity without a fishing authorization or contrary to provisions of articles 40 and 42 of this Law, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 500 to 1.000 ALL (Lek);
23. Conducting tourtist fishing activity without a fishing authorization or contrary to provisions of articles 40 and 42 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek);

24. Conducting recreational fishing activity contrary to provisions of article 45 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine 
a) ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek) without a fishing vessel;

b) ranging from 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek) in case a vessel is used for committing the contravention.

25. Conducting recreational fishing activity contrary to provisions of articles 60, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from:

a. 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek) if fishing activity is carried out without a vessel;

b. 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek) if fishing activity is carried out with a vessel
26. Conducting fishing activity without an authorization or contrary to the conditions provided in it, in accordance with the provisions of Article 30 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 200.000 to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek).
27. Conducting fishing activities without an authorization or contrary to the conditions provided in it, pursuant to provisions of Article 69 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 200.000 Lek to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek).
28. Non-marking of vessels and fishing gear according to Article 70 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek);

29. Non-installment of equipment pursuant to article 72, their manipulation, cancellation or end of life for a certain period of time or permanently, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 500.000 to 1.000.000 ALL (Lek), as well as prohibition of the fishing activity of the fishing vessel pursuant to paragraph 8 of article 72.
30. Non-compliance with the obligations to registration and declaration of the catch data or related data in the logbook, electronic registration, prior notification dhe the landing declaration pursuant to Articles 74 to 82 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek).
31.  Non-compliance with the obligations pursuant to Article 83 of this Law regarding landing declaration is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 5.000 to 10.000 ALL (Lek).
32. Overfishing in fishing areas which are subject to a determined fishing regime as well as violation of procedures and provisions defined in articles 88 to 90 of this law, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek) and also confiscation/seizure of the quantity of catch which is beyond the allowed quotas.
33. Offences committed by fishing vessels which do not have no board a vessel monitoring system, or do not transmit the logbook data and are subject to a fishing effort of provisions stipulated in Articles 91 and 92 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek);

34. Transboarding of catch from a vessel to another, in ports or unapproved ports/locations pursuant to definitions of Article 99 of this Law and contrary to Article 98 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 10.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek).
35. The use of another engine power, its replacement with another engine power or use of another power which is technically modified, when the latter is not officially certified by the Marine Registry, in violation to Article 102 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 10.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek);

36. Violation to provisions of Articles 105 and 106 is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 10.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek) and also inspection of the fishing vessel on its first arrival in the port.
37. Violations to provisions of Article 107 is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 10.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek);

38. Violation to provisions of Article 108 of this Law is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 30.000 to 50.000 ALL (Lek);

39. Failure to present the certificate of origin of fish products with the purpose of identifying the respective area of origin, from the operators responsible for catching, sale, storage or transport of these products, in violation of paragraph 2 of Article 109 of this Law as well as violation of provisions of paragraph 1 of article 140 and paragraph 1 of article 111 of this Law, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine ranging from 50.000 to 100.000 ALL (Lek).
40.  Launch in market, import or export of fish products from IUU fishing, for other cases provided in the aforementioned paragraphs of this article, is an administrative contravention and is punishable by a fine five times the value of fish products and also confiscation of these products.
B) The Fisheries Inspectorate has the right to set fines for administrative contraventions provided for in the present article of this Law.
C) Fine enforcement procedures are set up pursuant to law No. 10 279, of 20 May 2010 On Administrative Contraventions.                                                                                                                                                                          
Article 129
Additional Penalties 
In case an administrative contravention is identified as provided for under Article 128 and depending on the extent of the damage caused, except for setting a fine, the Fisheries Inspectorate may apply each of the following penalties:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
a. confiscation of the catch;

b. confiscation of the fishing gear and equipment;

c. confiscation of the fishing vessel/navigation vehicle;

d. termination of the licence or authorization pursuant to the law on trade/marketing sector or launch for consumption of fish products for a period no longer than 6 months, and in the same contravention is repeated, to its permanent termination.
e. Termination of registration in the Fisheries Register for a period of not longer than 6 months, or in case the same contravention is repeated, to its permanent termination. 
Article 130
Points System for Serious Infringements

1. The Fisheries Inspectorate may apply the points system for serious infringements during practise of fishing activity as an additional sanction.
2. Fishing permits/licences, authorizations or the fishing right for sanctioning purposes for the offences committed during practice of fishing activity have the maximum value of 90 points.

3. If, during an inspection, it is noticed that two or more serious infringements are committed by the same physical or legal person, or by a fishing vessel, then the holder of the fishing permit is given a maximum amount of 12 penalty points for the offences, thus deducting them from the amount of points determined according to paragraph 2 of this Article.
4. If the fishing vessel or fishing entity/subject is penalized for various offences with a total of 18 penalty points while conducting fishing activity, then his fishing license, authorization or fishing rights are automatically suspended for two months. This is extended to 4 months if the vessel or fishing entity is penalized for subsequent offences collecting 36 penalty points. The fishing permit, authorization or fishing rights are suspended for eight months for the third time, if the vessel or fishing entity are penalized for subsequent offences, thus collecting 54 penalty points. If the vessel or fishing entity is penalized for subsequent offences collecting 72 penalty points, then he is penalized for the fourth time with suspension of fishing permit, authorization or the right of fishing for a period of one year. If a vessel or fishing entity which have committed various offences/infringements identified during their activity has collected a total amount of 90 penalty points, then the fishing permit, authorization or the right of fishing are cancelled permanently.
5. Penalty points belong to the vessel/fishing subject in question even when the vessel is sold, thus when its owner is another person and management form is changed.

6. If the vessel/fishing subject does not commit a new serious infringement/offence in the following three years from the last offence, all the penalty points in the fishing licence, authorization or fishing right are cancelled.

7. The same penalty points system is also applied for the captain of the fishing vessel including his licence as a captain.

CHAPTER XXII

COMPLAINTS

Article 131
Complaints

1. Administrative complaints against decisions regarding the violation of provisions of articles 128 to 130, are submitted to the Ministry within 10 days from receipt of notification.
2. Complaints, according to the paragraph one of this Article are checked by the Permanent Commission of Appeals. 
3. Complaint can be filed in the Court against the decision of the Permanent Commission of Appeals within 30 days from receipt of notification. 

4. The Minister approves the composition of the Commission, regulation for its operation as well as the procedures to be followed for the analysis of complaint and decision making, complaint form and the elements of the respective request to be completed by the applicant/complainant. 

Article 132
Complaint for the Fishing Licence

Complaint about the decision of approving or rejecting the fishing licence will be made in accordance with the provisions of Law no. 10081, of 23 February 2009 On licences, authorizations and permits in the Republic of Albania.

CHAPTER XXII

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

Article 133
1. Professional fishing licences, valid according to the existing provisions at the moment this law is effective, will remain as such until their expiration date.

2. Commercial fishing licenses for fishing vessels issued prior to the entry into force of this Law shall continue to be valid until the relevant issuing authority finds a non-compliance with the conditions that they must comply or should have met for renewal of this license.                                                       
Article 134
Adjustment to law requirements

The persons, who practice fishing activity upon six months from entry into effect of this law, take the appropriate measures to adjust their activities pursuant to the provisions of this Law.
Article 135
By-laws
1. The Minister is responsible for the issuance of by-laws pursuant to Articles 5, paragraph 2; 9; 11, paragraph 1; 18, paragraph 5; 24, paragraph 4; 30, paragraph 7; 37, paragraph 1; 52, paragraph 3; 65, paragraph 3; 66, paragraph 3; 72, paragraph 8; 74, paragraph 4; 77, paragraph 3; 82, paragraph 2; 85, paragraph 2; 93, paragraph 4 and 5; 100, paragraph 1; 101, paragraph 2; 112, paragraph 3; 113, paragraph 1; 116; 118, paragraph 3, and 119, paragraph 2, of this Law.

2. The Minister is responsible for the issuance of by-laws pursuant to Articles 8, 10 paragraph 1, 13, 14, 15, 19 paragraph 3, 21 paragraph 6, 22 paragraph 4, 25 paragraph 4, 26 paragraph 3, 29 paragraph 2, 30 paragraph 3, 31 paragraph 2, 32 paragraph 5, 33 paragraph 3, 40 paragraph 2, 43 paragraph 2, 44 paragraph 1 and 2, 50, 62 paragraph 2, 70 paragraph 2, 81 paragraph 3, 87, 93 paragraph 1, 99 paragraph 2, 102 paragraph 1, 103, 107, 109 paragraph 3, 115 paragraph 3, 118 paragraph 2, 121 paragraph 3 and 4 and 131 paragraph 4 of this Law.

3. The Minister responsible for fisheries and the Minister responsible for finance are jointly responsible for issuing the by-laws pursuant to paragraph 6 of Article 65.

4. The by-laws implementing this Law shall be approved within a period of 12 months from the date of its entry into force.
Article 136
Abrogation
Upon entry into force of this Law, the provisions relating to fishing under Law No. 7908, of 5 April 1995 On fisheries and aquaculture, as amended, and the by-laws on fisheries, on its implementation, shall be abrogated.

Article 137

Entry into force

This Law enters into force 15 days after its publication in the Official Journal.

Adopted on 31 May 2012.

Promulgated by Decree no. 7544, of 15 June 2012 of the President of the Republic of Albania, Bamir Topi.
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