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REPORT OF THE INTER-SESSIONAL MEETING OF PANEL 2  

(Madrid, Spain, 5-7 March 2018) 
 
1 Opening of the meeting 
 
The meeting was opened by the Chair of Panel 2, Mr. Masanori Miyahara (Japan). 
 
 
2 Adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements 
 
Noting some issues to be raised under other matters, the Agenda was adopted and is attached as 
Appendix 1. The Executive Secretary introduced the participants and observers for this intersessional 
meeting (see List of Participants attached as Appendix 2), and outlined the arrangements for the meeting. 
He also introduced Mr. Camille Manel, the ICCAT Executive Secretary elect and Dr Francisco Alemany, the 
new ICCAT GBYP Coordinator. 
  
 
3 Appointment of the Rapporteur 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat was designated as the Rapporteur. 
 
 
4 Consideration of fishing, inspection, and capacity management plans for 2018 presented by 
 CPCs with E-BFT quota 
 
Albania 
 
Albania indicated that there were few changes from their previous fishing plans. It was clarified that, 
despite having the same name, the vessel to which the quota had been allocated was a new, larger vessel. 
Albania also clarified that it did not intend to provide inspection means for the Joint International 
Inspection Scheme (JIS), but that its vessels would cooperate if inspected. Albania also clarified that fish 
sampling measurements would be carried out in accordance with ICCAT standards and agreed to modify 
the text to better reflect this.  
 
A discrepancy was also found in the Albanian capacity table, which seemed to be a mistake. The United 
States offered to assist Albania with the corrections, and suggested that the capacity tables in general 
needed to be unified regarding under/over-capacity, with under-capacity being denoted by a negative 
sign and over-capacity by a plus sign. 
 
It was noted by several CPCs that no allocation had been set aside for by-catch by other vessels or of by-
catch of undersized fish. This lacuna was also reflected in the fishing plans of other CPCs, and it was 
agreed that a common and unified approach would be required in the revision of the plans. It was also 
noted that if by-catch was greater than the reserve which had been set aside, CPCs would need to deduct 
the overharvest from their following year’s quota. 
 
Albania agreed to submit a revised fishing plan to take into account the concerns which had been raised. 
The revised plan was submitted and was endorsed by the Panel. 
 
Algeria 
 
Algeria reported that the main changes to the fishing plan for 2018 had been the improvements taken into 
account as a result of the CPC comments to the 2017 plan, and on the issues which had been raised by the 
observers during the last fishing season. New legislation had been introduced to control by-catch, and a 
6 ton reserve had been set aside to cover this. Algeria indicated its intention to operate 3 farms which had 
been established in 2017 and which would be stocked from the catches of Algerian purse seiners.  
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Several CPCs requested clarifications in relation to the issues of by-catch, joint inspection scheme and the 
new farms, particularly given the limitation on farming capacity stipulated in Rec. 17-07. Algeria clarified 
that all authorized vessels were issued with permits, and that the new legislation encompassed a 
framework for the reporting and collection of by-catch data. The Delegate of Algeria also clarified that 
Algeria would not be providing inspection means for the JIS, as the number of vessels actually operating 
would be less than the maximum specified in the plan. The Delegate of Algeria confirmed that should the 
number of vessels actually operating exceed 15, then Algeria would participate in the JIS and provide an 
inspection vessel. 
 
For the farming issue, Algeria explained that the added value of bluefin tuna was linked to fattening, and 
therefore wished to become involved in this activity. The fish to be caged would be from Algeria’s quota, 
and all ICCAT requirements would be respected. Japan agreed that the capacity limitations probably 
needed to be revised at the forthcoming Commission meeting, but at present a limit on capacity remained.  
 
Algeria agreed to submit a revised plan in order to take into account some of the concerns raised. The 
revised plan was endorsed by the Panel, with one minor amendment.  
 
China 
 
China presented its 2018 plan, noting that it was similar to past years, with two longline vessels operating. 
To clarify the lack of by-catch provision, China confirmed that this was not an issue as most fishing took 
place in the area west of 10 W and north of 42 N and Chinese vessels fishing for other species did not 
operate in that area and the Mediterranean Sea, and no bluefin tuna by-catch had been found in the other 
fisheries.  
 
The Chinese plan was endorsed by the Panel.  
 
Egypt 
 
Egypt presented its plan, noting that in 2018, only one vessel would operate. Concerns similar to those 
previously raised regarding lack of provision for a by-catch reserve were expressed, as well as treatment 
of undersized fish and while it was noted that all fish landed at port are inspected, the question of timing 
remained.  
 
Egypt agreed to submit requested edits to their plan. The revised plan was endorsed by the Panel.  
 
European Union 
 
The European Union highlighted several aspects of its 2018 plan, including the fact that all ICCAT 
Recommendations had been transposed into European law. The comments which EU had received on 
their 2017 plan had been taken into account in the drafting of the 2018 plan. The EU indicated that it was 
not clear that there was obligation to report discards of fish below minimum size, and this was an issue 
which needed to be clarified under the new management plan.  
 
The EU was asked to clarify the dramatic increase in capacity for baitboat and other gears, and to specify 
the reporting obligations for vessels of less than 10 metres. In addition, requests were made for improved 
language in the sections dealing with minimum size and by-catch provisions as well as the sport and 
recreational fishery elements, to avoid any possible confusion. 
 
The EU agreed to submit an amended plan which would specify the one fish per vessel per day limit on 
recreational/sport fishery, as well as adding a footnote on the artisanal vessels to explain differences 
between the text and capacity table, as well as including clearer language on the issues raised.  
 
This revised fishing plan with two further amendments was endorsed by the Panel.  
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Iceland 
 
Iceland began their presentation by noting that a level playing field was needed with respect to the 
counting of catches against quotas. Iceland had set aside a 4 ton reserve for by-catch, and confirmed that if 
its annual TAC were exceeded, Iceland would deduct the amount from the 2019 quota. The EU requested 
that Iceland provide additional information on the ban on transshipments, and Iceland agreed to do this.  
 
The revised fishing plan was endorsed by the Panel. 
 
Japan 
 
Japan presented its 2018 plan indicating little change from the 2017 plan. As the number of fishing vessels 
was not known at this stage, it was confirmed that this would be communicated to the ICCAT Secretariat 
in accordance with the requirements. A by-catch reserve would be established and the amount would be 
included in this communication, even though it was very unlikely that other Japanese vessels operating in 
the Convention area would take by-catch of bluefin tuna, given the very different areas of operation.  
 
Japan was requested to revise their plan to add the clarifications on by-catch and undersized discards, and 
to include information on logbook reporting. 
 
The revised plan submitted by Japan and was endorsed by the Panel with two minor additions. 
 
Korea 
 
Korea presented its plan, reporting that between two and four longlines would be authorized to fish in 
2018, and the exact number would be reported as soon as the internal process was completed. As with 
other CPCs, Korea was requested to include language on potential by-catches or treatment of undersize 
fish, in addition to clarifying that the Korea would adhere to the VMS requirements. 
 
Korea agreed to submit a revised plan, which was endorsed by the Panel, with one addition. 
 
Libya 
 
Libya gave an overview of their 2018 plan, indicating few changes. Libya was not expecting that by-catch 
would occur in other fisheries, but had set aside 3.1% of the quota to cover such an eventuality. The EU 
suggested that other CPCs look to the Libyan plan for an example of the type of provision which should be 
included in relation to by-catch. The United States suggested that the by-catch quota be deducted from the 
capacity table. 
 
With the changes incorporated, Libya’s fishing plan for 2018 was endorsed.  
 
Morocco 
 
Morocco also indicated that there were no significant changes from the previous years’ plan, but outlined 
the sacrifices which had been made by the Moroccan fisheries over the years. Several CPCs raised 
questions regarding the plan, specifically regarding the operation of baitboats, whether the farms were 
associated with traps, catch recording for vessels without specific authorization, treatment of fish under 
minimum size and VMS reporting. Morocco clarified that there were no baitboats and that the vessels 
operated with handline or longline. 
 
These clarifications were included in a revised plan, which was endorsed by the Panel, with one 
amendment. 
 
Norway 
 
Norway presented its plan on their fishery with two purse seiners. As Norway had lodged a formal 
objection to Rec. 17-07, the Panel noted the fishing plan submitted, but it was not appropriate to endorse 
it. Norway confirmed its intention to fully implement the provisions of Rec. 17-07. 
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Syria 
 
Syria was not present at the meeting, but submitted a plan by the required deadline. The CPCs present 
reviewed Syria’s plan. A letter will be sent to Syria requesting clarification on the calculations in their 
capacity table, further details are required on: What reserve has been set aside for possible by-catch. If 
none, explain why Syria could not take by-catches; confirmation that fish under minimum size beyond the 
limit of tolerance will be discarded and counted against the quota; VMS messages will be sent to the ICCAT 
Secretariat at least every four hours from 15 days before the start of the fishing season until 15 days after 
the end of the season; the apparent intention to transfer the previous year’s quota; and clarification of 
whether or not the Syrian vessel intends to participate in a Joint Fishing Operation (JFO). A response will 
be requested by 12 March 2018 so that the additional information can be presented to Parties for review 
to determine whether to endorse the plan prior to 31 March 2018, in accordance with paragraph 8 of 
Rec. 17-07. If no serious fault is found by any CPC to the response, then the plan will be considered 
endorsed. The letter to Syria is attached as Appendix 3. 
 
Tunisia 
 
Tunisia presented its plan, noting a significant increase in the number of purse seine vessels in relation to 
the 2017 plan, made possible by the increase in quota. Tunisia clarified that by-catches of fish under 
minimum size will be released and counted against the quota. Information regarding any changes in the 
risk assessment carried out for the Joint Inspection Scheme was requested. Tunisia confirmed that steps 
had been taken to enhance inspection measures to take account of the increase in fishing vessels. Tunisia 
also responded to a request for clarification regarding a high amount of discards in 2014, but with no 
reports for other years, informing the Panel that previously fish had been discarded without being 
reported.  
 
Tunisia submitted a revised plan to clarify the points raised, and this modified plan was endorsed by the 
Panel with a few additional minor changes.  
 
Turkey 
 
Turkey presented its plan, indicating that 10% of the quota had been set aside for by-catch. Inspection 
means had been reinforced for 2018. Questions arose regarding the treatment of under-sized fish if taken 
at levels over the tolerance limit, as well as with regard to data collection for sport and recreational 
fisheries, the use of stereoscopic cameras and the terminology used for other vessels. Turkey confirmed 
that all catches of undersized fish would be counted against its quota; that both bound and electronic 
logbooks will be used by Turkish vessels; that recreational vessels needed a specific license linked to 
reporting obligations and that stereoscopic cameras were used on 100% of caging operations.  
 
Turkey submitted a revised plan to include the clarifications which had been requested and this revised 
plan was endorsed by the Panel, following review and additional revision. 
 
Chinese Taipei 
 
As in previous years, Chinese Taipei’s plan indicated that no fishing would occur in 2018, and part of their 
quota had been transferred to Korea. Chinese Taipei explained that no bluefin by-catch had been reported 
by observers on board vessels involved in other Atlantic Ocean fisheries. This was due to other fisheries, 
e.g. for tropical tunas, taking place in areas where bluefin tuna were not present. 
 
The plan submitted by Chinese Taipei was endorsed by the Panel. 
 
 
5 Determination of actions to be taken with respect to the plans presented under item 4 
 
Fishing, capacity, and inspection plans for the following CPCs were endorsed: Algeria, China, Egypt, the 
European Union, Iceland, Japan, Korea, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Turkey and Chinese Taipei.  
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It was decided to send a letter seeking clarifications to Syria, requesting a response by 12 March 2018 and 
to distribute to Parties for review via correspondence. If no CPC finds serious fault with the revised plan 
requested from Syria by 31 March, the plan will be deemed endorsed.  
 
As Norway had lodged a formal objection to Rec. 17-07, no endorsement of their plan was appropriate.  
 
The fishing plans are attached as Appendix 4.  
 
 
6 Possible adjustments of E-BFT quotas for 2019 and 2020 by use of the reserves  
  
The Chair of Panel 2 explained that the allocation of fishing possibilities for 2018 had been agreed at the 
25th Regular Meeting, but several CPCs had expressed dissatisfaction with their quota. The discussion 
therefore should concentrate on adjustments to the 2019 and 2020 quotas for those CPCs who had 
expressed their concerns that certain specific needs had not been met, and not on the allocation of the 
total reserves. It had already been agreed that the allocation keys would be re-considered in 2020. The 
Chair presented a table showing the quota allocations in 2005 and that of 2020, noting that those CPCs 
who had suffered reductions had had their quotas restored to 2005 levels.  
 
It was noted by some that the table presented by the Chair did not show any history before 2005, as 
several CPCs had catches and/or quotas before that time which were not reflected in current quota 
shares.  
 
While some CPCs agreed that the use of the reserves should follow a precautionary approach, and that 
such reserves should not be allocated in their entirety, others questioned this rationale, seeing nothing to 
be gained by not allocating the full amounts.  
 
There was also some discussion on which fisheries should benefit from any additional quota, with some 
CPCs believing that the major share should go to the artisanal fisheries of developing countries, others 
suggested they be divided in accordance with existing allocation keys while many CPCs believed that they 
should be used to redress what, in their view, were injustices in the allocation.  
 
Several CPCs reiterated their positions regarding the criteria used to determine the allocation key, and 
were of the view that the process of reviewing these should be started as early as possible, in order to be 
in a position to reach consensus in 2020. 
 
The Chair asked which CPCs required a share of the reserves; all concerned CPCs responded in the 
affirmative. CPCs with a Mediterranean coastline stressed in particular the sacrifices which had been 
made by the artisanal fisheries following the decline of the stock. Many of these fisheries were subsistence 
fisheries, and the prohibition on catching bluefin tuna caused significant hardship to some of the poorest 
sectors. Others indicated that their historical share had not been restored as had been the case with other 
CPCs, and considered that the allocation of part of the reserve would be an opportunity to redress this. All 
involved in the fishery considered that they had contributed to the recovery of the stock, and that this 
should be taken into account. Algeria, Korea and Morocco presented written statements which are 
attached as Appendices 5, 6 and 7. Chinese Taipei supported the idea highlighted in Korea’s statement 
and requested that its legitimate rights and conservation efforts for the past years should be favorably 
considered in future quota allocations. 
 
CPCs generally agreed during the meeting that the adjustment of quotas should primarily address the 
needs of the artisanal fleets. Based on these discussions, the Chair presented a proposal to allocate 73.3% 
of the 2019 and 2020 reserves, (476 t and 550 t respectively, leaving a precautionary unallocated reserve 
of 174 t for 2019 and 200 t for 2020).  Several parties, including EU, Norway and Turkey, expressed their 
dissatisfaction, but in a spirit of compromise, were willing to accept the Chair’s proposal. The initial 
proposal, however, did not meet with the approval of Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco or Chinese Taipei. 
Several of these CPCs were of the view that more of the reserve should be allocated in order to try to reach 
consensus. Following the discussion, the Chair presented a revised proposal allocating 85% of the 
reserves (550 t for 2019 and 635t  for 2020), leaving a reserve of 100 t and 115 t for 2019 and 2020 
respectively, which was accepted by the Panel. It was agreed that this would be put forward for adoption 
at the next Commission meeting. The Chair’s proposal is attached as Appendix 8. 
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7 Other matters  
 
Work schedule for the revision of a management plan for E-BFT 
 
The Chair invited the European Union to suggest a work plan for the development of a management plan 
for eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna. The EU suggested that all CPCs take as a starting 
point the first revision of the draft plan which had been put forward at the 25th Regular meeting. All CPCs 
were invited to send written comments, preferably using track changes and the comments function on a 
Word version of the document before the end of April 2018. 
 
The EU would then enter into bilateral contacts as necessary with the various CPCs and amalgamate all 
comments and suggestions into one consolidated text, with the aim of circulating, in October 2018, a 
complete draft which could be adopted by consensus at the next annual meeting. The Panel members 
agreed with this approach. 
 
Work schedule for the revision of the keys for allocation of fishing possibilities for EBFT 
 
It was agreed that this issue be deferred to the annual meeting of the Commission. 
 
Requests for clarifications 
 
The Panel reviewed several requests for clarification from the ROP-BFT consortium (observer program) 
to which responses had been sent in writing by several CPCs. As there were no major conflicts among the 
responses, it was agreed that these would be sent to the ROP-BFT implementing consortium. The 
questions and the clarifications are contained in Appendix 9.  
 
 
8 Adoption of Report and adjournment 
 
The report was adopted and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

Appendix 1 
 

Agenda 
 
 

1. Opening of the meeting 
 

2. Nomination of Rapporteur 
 

3. Adoption of the agenda and meeting arrangements 
 
4. Consideration of fishing, inspection and capacity management plans for 2018 presented by CPCs with 

E-BFT quota 
 
5. Determination of actions to be taken with respect to the plans presented under item 4 
 
6. Possible adjustment to E-BFT quotas for 2019 and 2020 by use of the reserves 

 
7. Other matters 
 
8. Adoption of report and adjournment 
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Appendix 2 

 
List of Participants  

 
CONTRACTING PARTIES 
 
 
ALBANIA 
Palluqi, Arian* 
Responsible in charge sector, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Fisheries Directorate, Blv. “Dëshmoret e 
Kombit”, Nr.2, kp.1001, Tiranë, Shqipëri 
Tel: + 355 68 23 14 180; +355 4223 2796, Fax: +355 4223 2796, E-Mail: Arian.Palluqi@bujqesia.gov.al 
 
ALGERIA  
Hammouche, Taha * 
Directeur Général de la Pêche et de l'Aquaculture, Route des Quatre Canons, 16001 
Tel: +213 21 43 39 39, Fax: +2113 21 43 39 38, E-Mail: taha.hamouche@live.fr 
 
Kaddour, Omar  
Directeur du Développement de la Pêche, Ministère de l'Agriculture, du Développement Rural et de la Pêche, Route 
des Quatre Canons, 16001 
Tel: +213 21 43 31 97, Fax: +213 21 43 31 97, E-Mail: dpmo@mpeche.gov.dz; kadomar13@gmail.com 
 
CHINA, (P. R.) 
Liu, Ce * 
Deputy Director, Department of High Seas Fisheries, China Overseas Fisheries Association Room No. 1216 Jingchao 
Mansion, No. 5, Nongzhanguannanlu, Chao Yang district, Beijing Chaoyang District 
Tel: +86 10 6585 7057, Fax: +86 10 6585 0551, E-Mail: liuce1029@163.com; admin1@tuna.org.cn 
 
Sui, Heng Shou 
Deputy General Manager, CNFC Overseas Fisheries Co., Ltd, No. 31 Minfeng Lane. Xicheng District, Beijing 
Tel: +86 10 8806 7139, Fax: +86 10 8806 7572, E-Mail: suihengshou@cnfc.com.cn 
 
EGYPT 
El Sharawee, Nasser * 
Head of Central Department of Development and Projects, General Authority for Fish Resources Development 
(GAFRD), 4, Tayaran Street, Nasr City District, Cairo 
Tel: +201 000 674 948, Fax: +202 226 04046, E-Mail: n_sha3rawe@hotmail.com; gafr_eg@hotmail.com; 
n.elshaarawe@gmail.com 
 
Abdelmessih, Magdy Kamal Mikhail 
14 Aly Abn Aby Taalep, Abo qir, Alexandria 
Tel: +203 5625700, Fax: +203 5626070, E-Mail: info@elkamoush.com; m.mahmoud@elkamoush.com 
 
Abdelnaby Kaamoush, Mohamed Ibrahim 
General Authority for Fish Resources Development, 14 Aly Abn Aby Taalep, Abo Qir, Alexandria 
Tel: +203 5625700, Fax: +203 5626070, E-Mail: info@elkamoush.com; m.mahmoud@elkamoush.com 
 
Abdou Mahmoud Tawfeek Hammam, Doaa 
General Authority for fish Resources Development, Plot 210 - Sector II - City Center - 5t assembly, Cairo 
Tel: +111 750 7513, Fax: +281 17015, E-Mail: doaahammam01@gmail.com 
 

EUROPEAN UNION 
Jessen, Anders * 
Head of Unit - European Commission, DG Mare B 2, Rue Joseph II, 99, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 299 24 57, E-Mail: anders.jessen@ec.europa.eu 

                                                        
* Head of delegation. 
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Aláez Pons, Ester 
International Relations Officer, European Commission - DG MARE - Unit B2 - RFMOs, Rue Joseph II - 99 03/057, 1049 
Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 296 48 14, E-Mail: ester.alaez-pons@ec.europa.eu 
 
Kaatz, Christina 
Administrator, Council of the European Union, General Secretariat, Directorate General Agriculture, Fisheries, Social 
Affairs and Health, Directorate 2 - Fisheries, Food Chain and Veterinary Questions, Unit A – Fisheries, JL 40 GH 26, Rue 
de la Loi / Wetstraat 175, 1048 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2 281 8174; Mobile: +32 (0)470 884404, E-Mail: christina.kaatz@consilium.europa.eu 
 
Vázquez Álvarez, Francisco Javier 
European Commission DG Maritime B2 Affairs and Fisheries, Rue Joseph II - 99, 1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 295 83 64, E-Mail: francisco-javier.vazquez-alvarez@ec.europa.eu 
 
Abreu Gouveia, Nuno Manuel 
Director Serviços, SRAP - Direção Regional de Pescas, Direção Serviços de Inspeção e Controlo - DSICPraça da 
Autonomia nº 1, Edificio da Sociedade Metropolitana de Cámara de Lobos, 9300-138 Câmara de Lobos, Portugal 
Tel: +351 291 203200, Fax: +351 291 229691, E-Mail: nuno.gouveia@madeira.gov.pt 
 
Ansell, Neil 
European Fisheries Control Agency, Avenida García Barbón 4, 36201 Vigo, Spain 
Tel: +34 986 120 658; +34 698 122 046, E-Mail: neil.ansell@efca.europa.eu 
 
Brull Cuevas, Mª Carmen 
Panchilleta, S.L.U.; Pesqueries Elorz, S.L.U., C/ Cala Pepo, 7, 43860 L'Ametlla de Mar, Spain 
Tel: +34 977 456 783; +34 639 185 342, Fax: +34 977 456 783, E-Mail: carme@panchilleta.es 
 
Centenera Ulecia, Rafael 
Subdirector General de Acuerdos y Organizaciones Regionales de Pesca, Dirección General de Recursos Pesqueros y 
Acuicultura, Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente, C/ Velázquez, 144 2ª Planta, 28006 Madrid, 
Spain 
Tel: +34 91 347 6045; +34 679 434 613; +34 606 632 878, Fax: +34 91 347 6042, E-Mail: rcentene@mapama.es; 
orgmulpm@mapama.es 
 
Conte, Fabio 
Dipartimento delle Politiche Europee e Internazionali, Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali, 
Direzione Generale della Pesca Marittima e dell'Acquacoltura - PEMAC IIIVia XX Settembre, 20, 00187 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 4665 2838, Fax: +39 06 4665 2899, E-Mail: f.conte@politicheagricole.it 
 
Fenech Farrugia, Andreina 
Director General, Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Ministry for Sustainable Development, the Environment 
and Climate Change, Ghammieri, Ngiered Road, MRS 3303 Marsa, Malta 
Tel: +356 229 26841; +356 994 06894, Fax: +356 220 31246, E-Mail: andreina.fenech-farrugia@gov.mt 
 
Fernández Despiau, Estrella 
Inspectora de Pesca, Ministerio de Agricultura y Pesca, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente, Secretaría General de Pesca, 
S.G. Control e Inspección C/ Velázquez, 147 - 3ª planta, 28002 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 347 84 40, E-Mail: efernandezd@mapama.es 
 
Giovannone, Vittorio 
Ministerio delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali, Direzione Generali della Pesca Maritima e dell'Acquacoltura 
– PEMAC VI Via XX Settembre, 20, 00187 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 4665 2839, Fax: +39 06 4665 2899, E-Mail: v.giovannone@politicheagricole.it 
 
Jones, Sarah 
Marine and Fisheries, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Room 8A Millbank c/o Nobel 
House, Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR, United Kingdom 
Tel: +0208 0264575, E-Mail: Sarah.Jones@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
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Kafouris, Savvas 
Fisheries and Marine Research Officer, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR); Ministry of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources and Environment101, Vithleem Street, 1416 Nicosia, Cyprus 
Tel: +357 993 56171, Fax: +357 2231 5709, E-Mail: skafouris@dfmr.moa.gov.cy 
 
Lanza, Alfredo 
Ministerio delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali, Direzione Generali della Pesca Maritima e dell'acquacoltura 
- PEMAC VI Via XX Settembre, 20, 00187 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 46652843, Fax: +39 06 46652899, E-Mail: a.lanza@politicheagricole.it 
 
Le Galloudec, Fabien 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture, Tour Séquoïa, 92055 La Défense, 
Cedex, France 
Tel: +33 1 40 81 91 78; +33 674 924 493, Fax: +33 1 40 81 86 56, E-Mail: fabien.le-galloudec@developpement-
durable.gouv.fr 
 
Lizcano Palomares, Antonio 
Subdirector Adjunto de la Subdirección General de Acuerdos y Organizaciones Regionales de Pesca, Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente, Secretaría General de Pesca, C/ Velázquez, 144 2ª Planta, 28006 Madrid, 
Spain 
Tel: +34 91 347 6047, Fax: 91 347 60 42, E-Mail: alizcano@mapama.es 
 
Lopes, Luís 
Chefe de Divisao, Divisao de Recursos Externos, Av. Brasilia, 1449-030 Lisbon, Portugal 
Tel: +351 213035720, Fax: +351 213035922, E-Mail: llopes@dgrm.mm.gov.pt 
 
Mendes Henriques Delgado, Joao Manuel 
Direçao Regional de Pescas, Madeira, Portugal 
Tel: +351 291 203 243, E-Mail: joao.delgado@madeira.gov.pt 
 
Petrina Abreu, Ivana 
Ministry of Agriculture - Directorate of Fishery, Ulica Grada Vukovara 78, Planiska 2a, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia 
Tel: +385 164 43171, Fax: +385 164 43200, E-Mail: ipetrina@mps.hr 
 
Pignalosa, Paolo 
Scientific Technical Consultant, Oceanis srl, Via Marittima, 59, 80056 Napoli Ercolano, Italy 
Tel: +39 33 566 99324; +39 81 777 5116, E-Mail: oceanissrl@gmail.com 
 
Santos Padilla, Ana 
Org. Prod. Pesqueros de Almadraba (OPP-51), Avda. Luis de Morales, 32 - Edificio Forum, Planta 3ª - Modulo 31, 
41018 Seville, Spain 
Tel: + 34 954 987 938; 672 134 677, Fax: +34 954 988 692, E-Mail: anasantos@atundealmadraba.com; 
almadrabacp@atundealmadraba.com 
 
White, Maeve 
National Seafood Centre, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine Clogheen, Clonakility, Co Cork, Ireland 
Tel: +35 868 224 326, E-Mail: maeve.white@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
ICELAND 
Helgason, Kristján Freyr * 
Counsellor for Industries and Innovation, Embassy of Iceland, Icelandic Mission to the European Union, Round-Point 
Schuman 11, 1040 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 238 50 17; +32 497 493 734, Fax: +32 2 230 69 38, E-Mail: kristjanfh@mfa.is; Kristjan.Helgason@utn.stjr.is 
 
JAPAN 
Miyahara, Masanori * 
Adviser to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Tokyo Chiyoda-ku 100-8907 
Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: masamiya@fra.affrc.go.jp 
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Aoki, Masahiro 
Japanese Embassy in Spain, C/ Serrano 109, 28006 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 590 7621, Fax: +34 91 590 1329, E-Mail: masahiro.aoki@mofa.go.jp 
 
Miwa, Takeshi 
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Resources Management Department, Fisheries Agency, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: takeshi_miwa090@maff.go.jp 
 
KOREA (REP.) 
Park, Chansoo * 
Deputy Director, Distant Water Fisheries Division, Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF), International Cooperation 
Division, Government Complex Building 5, 94, Dasom 2-ro, Sejong Special Self-governing City, 30110 
Tel: +82 44 200 5339, Fax: +82 44 200 5349, E-Mail: parkchansoo@korea.kr 
 
Cho, Boram 
Assistant Manager, Dongwon Industries Co., Ltd., 68, Mabang-ro, Seocho-gu, 06775 Seoul 
Tel: +82 258 94074; +82 107 681 7999, Fax: +82 2 589 4397, E-Mail: polo7321@dongwon.com 
 
Cho, Min Jeong 
Assistant Director of MOF, Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, International Cooperation Division, Government Complex 
Sejong 94, Dasom 2-ro, Sejong Special Self-governing City, 30110 
Tel: +82 44 200 5397, Fax: +82 44 200 5349, E-Mail: jasmin1210@korea.kr 
 
Kang, Shin Won 
Policy Analyst, Korea Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Center, 6th Fl, S Building, 253, Hannuri-daero, Sejong-si 
Tel: +82 44 868 7363, Fax: +82 44 868 7840, E-Mail: swkang@kofci.org 
 
Kim, Seung-Lyong 
Deputy Director of MOF, Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, International Cooperation Division, Government Complex 
Sejong 94, Dasom 2-ro, Sejong Special Self-governing City, 30110 
Tel: +82 44 200 5338, Fax: +82 44 200 5349, E-Mail: kpoksl5686@korea.kr 
 
Kim, Jung-Re 
Assistant Director, Distant Water Fisheries Division of the Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries, International Cooperation 
Division Government Complex Sejong 94, Dasom 2-ro, Sejong Special Self-governing City, 30110 
Tel: +82 44 200 5398, Fax: +82 44 200 5349, E-Mail: riley1126@korea.kr 
 
Lee, Jae Hwa 
Associate, Dongwon Industries Co., Ltd., 68 Mabang-ro, Seocho-gu, 06775 Seoul 
Tel: +822 589 3562, Fax: +822 589 4397, E-Mail: jhlee33@dongwon.com 
 
Song, Jun Su 
Manager, Sajo Industries Co., Ltd., 107-39 Tongil-Ro Seodaemun-Gu, Seoul 
Tel: +82 2 3277 1652, Fax: +82 2 365 6079, E-Mail: jssong@sajo.co.kr 
 
LIBYA 
Alghawel, Mussab. F. B. * 
Coordinator in Charge, Director of Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Zawiet Adde 
H'mani, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 213 400 425/28; +218 911 750 811, Fax: +218 213 402 900, E-Mail: ceo@lfa.org.ly; mfl.dir-
doic@mofa.gov.ly; cpc.libya.2017@gmail.com 
 
Fenech, Joseph 
66 West Street, VLT 1538 Valletta, Malta 
Tel: +356 9944 0044, Fax: +356 21 230 561, E-Mail: ffh@ffh2.com 
 
 
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

11 

Ouz, Khaled Ahmed M. 
Head of Follow-up Committee of Tuna and Swordfish, General Union of Fishermen and Sponges, Zawiet Addehmani, 
Tripoli 
Tel: +218 91 215 35 79, Fax: +218 21 334 4929, E-Mail: libya5728@gmail.com; khaledouz300@gmail.com 
 
Wefati, Aladdin M. 
Responsible of Swordfish Fishing Process, General Union of Fishermen and Sponges, Zawiet Addehmani, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 91 210 48 56, Fax: +218 21 361 5209, E-Mail: a_wefati@yahoo.co.uk; awefati@gmail.com; 
libya5728@gmail.com 
 
MOROCCO 
Driouich, Zakia * 
Secrétaire Générale du Département des Pêches Maritimes, Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Pêche Maritime, 
Département de la Pêche Maritime; Quartier Administratif, Place Abdellah Chefchaouni; B.P. 476 Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 5 37 688 2461/62, Fax: +2125 3768 8263, E-Mail: driouich@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Aichane, Bouchta 
Directeur des Pêches Maritimes et de l’Aquaculture, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture, Ministère de 
l'Agriculture et de la Pêche Maritime, Département de la Pêche Maritime, Nouveau Quartier Administratif; BP 476, 
Haut Agdal Rabat 
Tel: +212 5 37 68 8244-46, Fax: +212 5 37 68 8245, E-Mail: aichane@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Abid, Noureddine 
Chercheur au Centre Régional de Recherche Halieutique de Tanger, Responsable du Programme de suivi et d'étude 
des ressources des grands pélagiques, Centre régional de L'INRH à Tanger/M'dig, B.P. 5268, 90000 Drabed Tangier 
Tel: +212 53932 5134, Fax: +212 53932 5139, E-Mail: noureddine.abid65@gmail.com 
 
Benmoussa, Mohamed Karim 
Vice Président de l'Association Marocaine des Madragues, Maromadraba/Maromar, Concessionnaire de madragues, 
BP 573, Larache 
Tel: +212 661 136 888, Fax: +212 5 39 50 1630, E-Mail: mkbenmoussa@gmail.com 
 
Boulaich, Moustapha 
Société les Madragues du Sud, Concessionnaire de Madragues, Avant-port de Mehdia, 23 Rue Moussa Ibonou Nouceir, 
1er étage nº1, Tangier 
Tel: +212 537388 432, Fax: +212 537388 510, E-Mail: boulaich-1@menara.ma 
 
El Fatouani, Zineb 
Cadre à la Direction de Contrôle des Activités de la Pêche Maritime 
Tel: +212 668 342 618; E-Mail: zineb.elfatouani@hotmail.com 
 
Faraj, Abdelmalek 
Directeur Général de l'Institut National de Recherche Halieutique, Institut National de Recherche Halieutique, 
Département des Ressources Halieutiques, Centre de Sidi Abderrahmane, 20000 Casablanca 
Tel: +212 6 61649185, Fax: +212 6 61649185, E-Mail: faraj@inrh.ma; abdelmalekfaraj@yahoo.fr 
 
Grichat, Hicham 
Chef de Service des espèces marines migratrices et des espaces protégés à la DDARH/DPM, Ministère de l'Agriculture 
et de la Pêche Maritime, Département de la Pêche Maritime, Direction des Pêches Maritimes, B.P 476 Nouveau 
Quartier Administratif, Haut Agdal Rabat 
Tel: +212 537 68 81 15, Fax: +212 537 68 8089, E-Mail: grichat@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Haoujar, Bouchra 
Ingénieur principal à la Division de la Protection des Ressources Halieutiques, Cadre à la Direction des Pêches 
Maritimes (DPM/DDARH), Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Pêche Maritime, Service de l'Application de la 
Réglementation et de la Police Administrative, Nouveau Quartier Administratif, BP 476,  Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 666 155999, Fax: +212 537 688 134, E-Mail: haoujar@mpm.gov.ma 
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Hassouni, Fatima Zohra 
Chef de la Division de Durabilité et d'Aménagement des Ressources Halieutiques à la DPM, Division de la Protection 
des Ressources Halieutiques, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture, Département de la Pêche Maritime, 
Nouveau Quartier Administratif, Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 537 688 122/21; +212 663 35 36 87, Fax: +212 537 688 089, E-Mail: hassouni@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Rouchdi, Mohammed 
Secrétaire Général de l'Association Marocaine des Madragues (AMM), Nouvelle Zone Portuaire Larache BP 138, 
Larache 
Tel: +212 537 754 927, Fax: +212 537 754 927, E-Mail: rouchdi@ylaraholding.com; madrague.tr@gmail.com 
 
Saous, Zineb 
Représentant, Société MAROCOTURC TUNA FISHERIES, S.A., Immeuble Zenith, Angle Rocade Rabat et Avenue 
Annakhil, Rabat 
Tel: +212 61 40 4831, E-Mail: zsaous@hotmail.fr 
 
NORWAY 
Holst, Sigrun M. * 
Deputy Director General, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Pistboks 8090 Dep, 0032 Oslo 
Tel: +47 22 24 65 76; +47 24 82 55 20, E-Mail: Sigrun.holst@nfd.dep.no 
 
Brix, Maja Kirkegaard 
Directorate of Fisheries, Strandgaten 229, Postboks 185 Sentrum, 5804 Bergen 
Tel: +47 416 91 457, E-Mail: Maja-Kirkegaard.Brix@fiskeridir.no 
 
Sørdahl, Elisabeth 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries and Aquaculture, Postboks 8090 Dep., 0032 Oslo 
Tel: +47 22 24 65 45, E-Mail: elisabeth.sordahl@nfd.dep.no 
 
PANAMA 
Delgado Quezada, Raúl Alberto * 
Director General de Inspección Vigilancia y Control, Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá, Edificio La 
Riviera - Avenida Justo Arosemena y Calle 45, Bella Vista (Antigua Estación El Arbol), 0819-05850 
Tel: +507 511 6000, Fax: +507 511 6031, E-Mail: rdelgado@arap.gob.pa; ivc@arap.gob.pa 
 
TUNISIA 
M'Rabet, Ridha * 
Directeur Général de la Pêche et de l'Aquaculture - DGPA, Ministère de l'Agriculture, des Ressources Hydrauliques et 
de la Pêche, 30 Rue Alain Savary, 1002 Tunis 
Tel: +216 71 892 253, Fax: +216 71 799 401, E-Mail: bft@iresa.agrinet.tn; ridha.mrabet@iresa.agrinet.tn 
 
Ben Hmida, Jaouhar 
Fédération de la Pêche du Thon en Tunisie, 11 nouveau port de Pêche SFAX, 3065 
Tel: +216 98 319 885, Fax: +216 74 497704, E-Mail: jaouhar.benhmida@tunet.tn; amorsamet@gmail.com 
 
Mejri, Hamadi 
Directeur adjoint, Conservation des ressources halieutiques, Ministère de l’agriculture et des ressources hydrauliques 
et de la pêche, Direction Générale de la Pêche et de l'Aquaculture32, Rue Alain Savary - Le Belvédère, 1002 
Tel: +216 240 12780, Fax: +216 71 799 401, E-Mail: hamadi.mejri1@gmail.com 
 
Sohlobji, Donia 
Direction Générale de la Pêche et de l'Aquaculture, 32 Rue Alain Savary, 1002 
Tel: +216 534 31307; +216 71 890 784, Fax: +216 71 799 401, E-Mail: sohlobji_donia@yahoo.fr; 
doniasohlobji@gmail.com 
 
Toumi, Néji 
Directeur de la Ste TUNA FARMS of Tunisia 
Tel: + 216 22 25 32 83, Fax: + 216 73 251 800, E-Mail: neji.tft@planet.tn 
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TURKEY 
Türkyilmaz, Turgay * 
Deputy Director-General, Head of Fisheries and Control Department, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock 
(MoFAL), General Directorate of Fisheries and Aquaculture (Balıkçılık ve Su Ürünleri Genel Müdürlüğü), Gıda Tarım 
ve Hayvancılık Bakanlığı Kampüsü, Eskişehir Yolu 9. km, 06100 Lodumlu, Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 258 30 17, Fax: +90 312 258 30 39, E-Mail: turgay.turkyilmaz@tarim.gov.tr 
 
Anbar, Nedim 
Akua-Group Su Ürünleri A.S., Akdeniz Mah. Vali Kazım Dirik Cad.; MOLA Residence, No: 32/42, Kat-3, D-5, Konak-
İzmir 
Tel: +90 232 446 33 06/07 Pbx; mobile: +90 532 220 21 75, Fax: +90 232 446 33 07, E-Mail: nanbar@akua-
group.com 
 
Elekon, Hasan Alper 
Senior Fisheries Officer, General Directorate of Fisheries and Aquaculture (Balıkçılık ve Su Ürünleri Genel 
Müdürlüğü), Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (MoFAL), Gıda Tarım ve Hayvancılık Bakanlığı Kampüsü, 
Eskişehir Yolu 9. km, 06100 Lodumlu, Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 258 30 76, Fax: +90 312 258 30 75, E-Mail: hasanalper@gmail.com; hasanalper.elekon@tarim.gov.tr 
 
Topçu, Burcu Bilgin 
EU Expert, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, General Directorate of Fisheries and Aquaculture Gıda Tarım 
ve Hayvancılık Bakanlığı, Balıkçılık ve Su Ürünleri Genel Müdürlüğü Eskişehir yolu 9. km, 06100 Lodumlu/Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 258 30 94, Fax: +90 312 258 30 75, E-Mail: burcu.bilgin@tarim.gov.tr;bilginburcu@gmail.com 
 
Ültanur, Mustafa 
Advisor, Central Union of Fishermens' Cooperatives (Su Ürünleri Kooperatifleri Merkez Birligi), Konur Sokak No. 
54/8, Kizilay, Bakanliklar, Çankaya-Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 419 22 88, Fax: +90 312 419 2289, E-Mail: ultanur@gmail.com; sur_koop@yahoo.com.tr 
 
Yelegen, Yener 
Engineer, General Directorate of Fisheries and Aquaculture (Balıkçılık ve Su Ürünleri Genel Müdürlüğü), Ministry of 
Food, Agriculture and Livestock, Gıda Tarım ve Hayvancılık Bakanlığı Kampüsü, Eskişehir Yolu 9. km, 06100 Lodumlu, 
Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 258 30 79, Fax: +90 312 258 30 75, E-Mail: yener.yelegen@tarim.gov.tr; yeneryelegen@gmail.com 
 
UNITED STATES 
Blankenbeker, Kimberly * 
Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection (F/IS), National Marine Fisheries 
Service1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 301 427 8357, Fax: +1 301 713 1081, E-Mail: kimberly.blankenbeker@noaa.gov 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES 
 
CHINESE TAIPEI 
Fu, Chia-Chi 
Director, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F., No. 14, Wenzhou St., Da'an Dist, 106 
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 ext. 115, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: joseph@ofdc.org.tw 
 
Chung, I-Yin 
Secretary, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F., No. 14, Wenzhou St., Da'an Dist., 106 
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 ext. 154, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: ineschung@ofdc.org.tw 
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
CONFÉRENCE MINISTÉRIELLE SUR LA COOPÉRATION HALIEUTIQUE ENTRE LES ÉTATS AFRICAINS 
RIVERAINS DE L'OCÉAN ATLANTIQUE - COMHAFAT 
Benabbou, Abdelouahed 
Executive Secretary, Conférence Ministérielle sur la Coopération Halieutique entre les États Africains Riverains de 
l'Océan Atlantique/COMHAFAT, 2, Rue Beni Darkoul, Ain Khalouiya - Souissi, BP 1007, Rabat, Morocco 
Tel: +212 530774 221; +212 669 281 822, Fax: +212 537 681 810, E-Mail: secretariat@comhafat.org; 
benabbou.comhafat@gmail.com 
 
Ishikawa, Atsushi 
COMHAFAT, Nº 2, Rue Beni Darkoul, Ain Khalouiya - Souissi, 10220 Rabat, Morocco 
Tel: +212 642 96 66 72, Fax: +212 530 17 42 42, E-Mail: a615@ruby.ocn.ne.jp 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
ASOCIACIÓN DE PESCA, COMERCIO Y CONSUMO RESPONSABLE DEL ATÚN ROJO – APCCR 
Navarro Cid, Juan José 
Grupo Balfegó, Polígono Industrial - Edificio Balfegó, 43860 L'Ametlla de Mar Tarragona, Spain 
Tel: +34 977 047700, Fax: +34 977 457 812, E-Mail: jnavarro@grupbalfego.com 
 
WORLD WILDLIFE FUND – WWF 
Buzzi, Alessandro 
WWF, Via Po, 25/c, 00198 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 346 235 7481, Fax: +39 068 413 866, E-Mail: abuzzi@wwfmedpo.org 
 
García Rodríguez, Raúl 
WWF Mediterranean, Gran Vía de San Francisco, 8, 28005 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 630 834 267, Fax: +34 913 656 336, E-Mail: pesca@wwf.es 
 
 
 

****** 
 
 
 

ICCAT Secretariat/ 
C/ Corazón de María 8 – 6th floor, 28002 Madrid – Spain 

Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int 
 
 
Meski, Driss 
Neves dos Santos, Miguel 
Cheatle, Jenny 
Donovan, Karen 
García-Orad, María José 
Peyre, Christine 
Fiz, Jesús 
Moreno, Juan Ángel 
Peña, Esther 
 
GBYP PROGRAM 
Alemany, Francisco 
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ICCAT INTERPRETERS 
Baena Jiménez, Eva J. 
Faillace, Linda 
Leboulleux del Castillo, Beatriz 
Liberas, Christine 
Linaae, Cristina 
Meunier, Isabelle 
 
ICCAT GUEST 
Manel, Camille Jean Pierre 
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Appendix 3 

Letter to Syria requesting additional information 
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Appendix 4 

 
Bluefin fishing, inspection and capacity management plans  

 
ALBANIA  
 
Introduction 
 
Based on the recommendation 17‐07 that amends the ICCAT Recommendation 14‐04, the Atlantic bluefin 
tuna fishing quota, allocated to Albania for 2018 is 100 tons, and for 2019 is 130 tons and for 2020 140 
tons (paragraph 5 of the Recommendation).  
 
By Minister Order Nr. 74 date 14/02/2018 are approved implementing provisions of Recommendation 
17‐07 that amends the ICCAT Recommendation 14‐04.  
 
Only one fishing vessel is authorized to fish Albanian bluefin tuna quota with Purse seiners. Rozafa 15 
fishing vessel is over 24 meters, with Fishing License Nr. LC-6864-02-2018, of date 14.02.2018, and 
Authorization for bluefin tuna fishing. Based on article 69 of Law nr. 64/2012 “On fisheries”, amended, 
paragraph 1/c: fishing activities in which a multi-annual fishing plan is implemented is conducted by 
special fishing Authorization. Paragraph 3: The authorization to engage in a particular fishing activity shall 
be accorded to those fishing vessels which hold the relevant permit under the conditions laid down in this 
Law and in the legislation in force. Paragraph 5: The fishing authorization becomes invalid when the 
fishing permit is invalid.  
 
Fishing plan  
 
The Fishing Vessel “ROZAFA 15” owned by Rozafa shpk with administrator Mr. Gjergj LUCA, with NUIS 
number: K48130547V, registered to Port Authority by Nr. P‐1801, with NFR: ALB22REG0863, provided 
with Fishing License Nr. LC-6864-02-2018, of date 14.02.2018, is authorized to perform the blue‐fin tuna 
fishery,  in the amount of 100 tons (2018) and 130 tons (2019) and 140 tons (2020), in Mediterranean Sea 
area, fishing form: Pelagic, fishing gears: Purse Seiners and fisheries landing product at Shëngjini Fishing 
Port, every day, from 10.00 - 18.00, if the production is not aimed to be further treated in the aquaculture 
farm.  
 

Vessel characteristics:   

Fishing Vessel: Rozafa 15 
Gross tonnage: 371 Ton 
Length: 38 m 
Width: 13.5 m 
Immersion: 3.5 m 
Engine: 2282.3 KW 
Crew: 15 
IRCS ZADH4 

  
Associated conditions to TAC and quotas 
 
When the individual quota is deemed to be exhausted, Ministry will require to the catching vessel 
(Rozafa 15) to proceed immediately to Shengjini port as designated one. Ministry immediately will inform 
ICCAT Secretariat that Albanian quota is exhausted.  
 
By Minister Order Nr.74 date 14/02/2018 is prohibited to carry-over of any under-harvests to be made.  
 
No transferring of quotas between Albania and any CPCs and no chartering operation for the bluefin tuna 
fishery is permitted.  
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Joint Fishing Operations (JFO) 
 
Albania has less than 5 authorized purse seiners fishing vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna. Joint 
fishing operations among Albanian vessel with other CPC vessels may be authorized if a JFO is requested 
by our fishing company. Information on these operations, in particular individual quotas and allocation 
keys, will be notified to the Commission by the required deadlines. At the moment of the application for 
JFO authorization, is mandatory to have the information as foreseen in paragraph 17 of ICCAT 
Recommendation 17-07.  
 
Fishing season 
 
Albanian fishing vessel, as purse seiner, is authorized for fishing bluefin tuna during the period from 26 
May to 24 June 2018. Bluefin tuna fishing activities are prohibited during the period from 25 June 2018 to 
25 May 2019. 
 
Use of aircrafts 
 
Use of airplanes, helicopters or any types of unmanned aerial vehicles for searching for bluefin tuna is 
strictly prohibited.  
 
Minimum size 
 
Is prohibited to catch, retain on board, transship, transfer, land, transport, store, sell, display or offer for 
sale bluefin tuna weighing less than 30 kg or with fork length less than 115 cm. However, an incidental 
catch of maximum 5% of bluefin tuna weighing between 8 and 30 kg or with fork length between 75-115 
cm, may be authorized. Control is foreseen during fishing activity by ICCAT Regional Observer Program 
and in Shengjini port and Albania market by fisheries Inspectorate, as defined by chapter VI and chapter 
VII of Decision of Council of Ministers (DCM) Nr. 407 date 08/05/2013, “Establishing a control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of fisheries policy”. 
 
By-catch 
 
Vessels not fishing actively for bluefin tuna are not authorized to retain at any time, bluefin tuna. In 
Albania fishing activity with loglines is not developed and no permissions are issued. Use of any kind of 
driftnets, or similar nets, no matter their size, is strictly prohibited. However, if, in any case, dead bluefin 
tuna has been landed, it must be whole and unprocessed, and it will be subject to confiscation and the 
appropriate follow-up action. In addition, any by-catches would be reported to ICCAT and deducted from 
the Albanian quota either during the fishing season, or, if necessary, from a future quota as required by 
ICCAT quota payback rules. All by-catches which are alive shall immediately be released back to the sea.  
 
Recreational fisheries and sport fisheries 
 
No quota is allocated for the purpose of sport and recreational fisheries. By paragraph 67, chapter V, of 
Decision of Council of Ministers (DCM) Nr. 407 date 08/05/2013, “Establishing a control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of fisheries policy” is prohibited recreational fisheries for fish stocks 
that are subject to recovery plans.  
 
Adjustment of fishing capacity and of the number of commercial fishing permits 
 
By Article 1 / d) of DCM Nr. 719, date, 12.10.2016 “On management of commercial fishing capacities and 
some adjustments to the functioning of Fishing Vessels National Registry (NFR)” the number of 
professional commercial fishing permits for purse seiners vessels on bluefin tuna fishing (Thunnus 
thynnus, Linnaeus 1758) is 1 (one).  
 
Transshipment  
 
Transshipment at sea operations of bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea is 
prohibited. 
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Based on the law No. 64/2012, Chapter XIII (Control of multiannual plans), Article 98 Designated ports:  
 
1. Minister decides to declare a designated port or place close to the shore, which allowed landing or 

transshipment of fishery products and port services, only based on the following criteria: 
 
a) Landing and transshipment time has been determined 
b) Landing and transshipment place have been determined 
c) Inspection and surveillance procedures have been determined 

 
Albania is one of 51 Parties of “The Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing”. Information to be provided to the fishing vessels that intend 
to use Shengjini Port, before granting entry is set by paragraph 60 of 17-07 Recommendation (Minister 
Order) and by Annex A of The Agreement on Port State Measures.  
  
By Minister Order, designated port is Shengjini fishing Port. Landing is every day, from 10.00 - 18.00 
o’clock, if the production is not aimed to be further treated in the aquaculture farm.  
 
No transshipment at the sea is permitted. Article 99 (Trans-boarding in ports) of Law 64/2012 defines:  
 
1. Fishing vessels, subject to multiannual fishing plans, are prohibited from transshipping their catches 

on board of any other fishing vessel if these catches have not been weighed earlier in accordance with 
the rules laid down in this Law. 
 
 

 

ICCAT Requirement 
(per 14-04) 

  
Explanation of CPC 

actions taken to 
implement 

Relevant 
domestic laws or 

regulations 
(as applicable) 

 
Note 

  

  

    

1. 
Catch recording 
and reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

 The Electronic log-book is still 
under development. For this year, 
the Master of authorized vessel is 
obliged to use the fishing logbook 
paper. In addition, every day the 
Master shall transmit to our 
authorities the daily information 
as the date, time, and location 
even in case of zero catches. On 
the basis of the information, 
Ministry will transmit a weekly 
catch report to the ICCAT 
Secretariat.  
In according to the paragraph 75 
of Rec. 17-07, the use of video 
camera is mandatory for transfers 
of live bluefin tuna from catching 
vessels. 

By Minister Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018.  

2. Fishing Seasons 
(para. 18-23) 

  
 
 
 
Fishing activity for bluefin tuna 
shall be permitted in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 
during the period from 26 May to 
24 June. 
 
 
 

Minister’s Authorization 
By Ministerial Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018. 
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3. Minimum size  
(para. 26-28) 

 Is prohibited to catch, retain on 
board, transhipping, transferring, 
landing, transporting, storing, 
selling, displaying or offering for 
sale bluefin tuna weighing less 
than 30 kg or with fork length less 
than 115 cm. 
 
If any bluefin below the minimum 
size are caught and retained or 
discarded dead, they will be 
counted against Albania’s quota. 

By Ministerial Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018.  

4. By-catch  
(para. 29) 

 Catching of bluefin tuna as by-
catch is not permitted. 
All by-catches are reported to 
ICCAT and deducted from the 
Albanian quota. All by-catches 
which are alive, shall be 
immediately released back to the 
sea.  

By Ministerial Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018  

5. Recreational and 
sports fisheries 
(para, 30-34) 

 

Not permitted 

By paragraph 67, chapter V, of 
Decision of Council of Ministers 
(DCM) Nr. 407 date 08/05/2013, 
“Establishing a control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of 
fisheries policy” is prohibited 
recreational fisheries for fish stocks 
that are subject to recovery plans. 
By Ministerial Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018 

 

     

6. Transshipment 
(para. 58-60) 

 

Transhipment at sea operations of 
bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea is 
prohibited.  

Law Nr. 64/2012, Article 99. Trans-
boarding in ports 
 
1. Fishing vessels, subject to a 
multiannual fishery plan, are 
prohibited to trans-board their catch 
on board of another fishing vessel, if 
the catch has not been weighted 
before according to the rules 
established by this law. 
 
2. Special rules as excluded from this 
article are determined by the order of 
the Minister 
By Ministerial Order Nr. 74 date 
14/02/2018 

 

     

7. VMS (para. 87) 

 

Implemented; the polling rate is 
at least every 2 hours.  

Law Nr. 64/2012, Article 72:  
The vessel monitoring system 
1. Fishing vessels with a length equal 
to or greater than 12 meters shall 
install on their board the relevant 
equipment enabling their automatic 
identification and localization, at an 
appropriate interval, at specified 
intervals, through the transmission of 
data on the relevant location on the 
satellite system. 
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8. CPC Observer  
(para. 88) 

 Not applicable. As mentioned 
earlier, there aren’t in Albania the 
pelagic trawlers, longline vessels, 
baitboats, towing vessels. 
 

  

9. Regional 
observer 

 Implemented   

 (para. 89-90)     

 Other 
requirements, 

    

 such as tagging 
program 

    

 
Data recording 
 
The master of catching vessel shall maintain a logbook as defined by Annex 4 of DCM Nr. 407 date 
08/05/2013, “Establishing a control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of fisheries policy” 
that is implementation of EU Regulation 1224/2009 Establishing a Community control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of the common fisheries policy and Commission Implementing 
Regulation (EU) No 404/2011 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1224/2009 establishing a Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of 
the Common Fisheries Policy.  
 
Data reporting 
 
Master of fishing vessel shall communicate, during the whole period in which fishing vessel is authorized 
to fish bluefin tuna, by electronic or other means to the Ministry, daily information from logbooks, 
including the date, time, location (latitude and longitude) and the weight and number of bluefin tuna 
taken in the plan area.  
 
On the basis of the information, Ministry will transmit a weekly catch report to the ICCAT Secretariat. 
Ministry shall report its provisional catches to the ICCAT Secretariat within 30 days of the end of the 
calendar month in which the catches were made. 
 
All information including data form inspectors and observers report, VMS data, logbooks, transfer and 
catch documents will be verify.  
 
Transfer operations 
 
Before any transfer operation, the master of the catching or its representatives shall send to Ministry, a 
prior transfer notification indicating information set by paragraph 71 of Recommendation 17-07. Ministry 
shall assign and communicate to the master of the fishing vessel an authorization number for each 
transfer operation in ALB – 2018/AUT/XXX in case of positive authorization, or: ALB – 2018/NEG/XXX in 
case of negative authorization.  
 
The transfer declaration forms shall be numbered by numbering system: ALB – 2018/XXX/ITD.  
  
All transfers of live bluefin tuna operations must be monitored by video camera in the water with a view 
to verify the number of fish being transferred, pursuant the procedures set at Annex 8 of 
Recommendation 17-07.  
 
VMS (Vessel Monitoring System)  
  
VMS is mandatory for fishing vessels equal or greater than 12 meters. By Law Nr. 64/2012, Article 72:  
(Vessel monitoring system). 
 
 
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

22 

1. Fishing vessels with a length equal to or greater than 12 meters shall install on their board the 
relevant equipment enabling their automatic identification and localization, at an appropriate 
interval, at specified intervals, through the transmission of data on the relevant location on the 
satellite system. 
 

System is under Inter-institutional Maritime Operational Centre (IMOC) responsibility, as an inter-
ministry institution that have to ensure the surveillance of the Albanian maritime space, in order to realize 
the organization, planning, coordination and direction of the operations on sea, in compliance with the 
national and international maritime legislation.  
 
ICCAT Regional Observer Programme 
 
Albanian purse seiners fishing vessel authorized to fish bluefin tuna will be covered 100% from ICCAT 
Regional Observer Programme. 
 
Albanian Observer Programme 
 
No pelagic trawlers, longline vessels, harvesting operations from traps, towing vessels and active 
baitboats are permitted to fish bluefin tuna. Regarding measures to be taken during fishing season is 
explained below.  
 
Inspection Plan to be applied by Fishery Inspectorate of Shengjini 

 
By special order issued by Directorate of Fisheries and Aquaculture Services, during fishing season, Task - 
force will be installed to the Shengjini fishing Port, in order to implement duties by Albanian legislation, 
ICCAT 17-07 Recommendation and Minister Order.  
 
During this period, in addition to other duties that are listed in the Annual Fishing Plan and the Minister's 
Order, Fishery Inspector, based on fishing port of Shengjini, and Task force, should prioritize the 
implementation as follow: 
 

- The Authorized Fishing Vessel should land the fished bluefin tuna only in the designated place 
and in due time;  

 
- The master of the Authorized Fishing Vessel should notify the port authority (including fisheries 

inspector) four hours before entering the port, about the time when evaluates its entry into the 
port, the amount of tuna caught having on board, the geographical area where fished. 

 
Fishery Inspectors takes measures to be present at the fishing port on arrival and landing time and 
provide from the master the landing declaration which reflect the above data already specified (by 
weighting them) and not at random way. 
 
Duties in case of request from others fishing vessels to land fisheries product in frame of The Agreement 
on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, this 
Plan and Ministers Order.  
 
This action should be daily for the Authorized period 
 

- Fishery Inspector also keeps a record of all notifications made by fishing vessel authorized and 
communicated data as above, of the landing declarations in the fishing harbor, as well as other 
details that sees the reasonable. This data, fishery inspector shall communicate to the Fishery 
Resources Division, within 48 hours from landing fish products by authorized fishing vessel. 

- To ensure that the master of fishing vessel fill correctly the logbooks and after each arrival 
(landing) to take delivery of them. 

- To not allow the bluefin tuna fisheries under 30 kg or under 115 cm (measurement made from 
the snout to the bifurcation of the tail). The inspector makes measurements of each tuna caught, 
just landed and verify the implementation of the foregoing obligation to weight/minimum size of 
fish caught. 
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- To check the functionality of the vessel into the VMS system and with non-stop signal, not 
interrupted even when in port. The VMS system signal should start 15 days before of starting the 
season (according Authorization) and to terminate 15 days after its completion. 

- To send to the Fishery Authorities in Ministry any document dealing with catches and transfers of 
tuna fish products; 

- To observe and identify and monitor any quantity of bluefin tuna caught by Fishing Vessel (out of 
authorized fishing season). 
 

Joint international inspection (para. 97-98) 
 
Albania adhere in ICCAT scheme for joint international inspection, based on the results of the Integrated 
Monitoring Measures Working Group, established by the Resolution by ICCAT for Integrated Monitoring 
Measures 
 
Market measures 
 
By implementing this Plan, by Ministers Order and based on DCM Nr. 407 date 08/05/2013, “Establishing 
a control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of fisheries policy”, domestic trade, landing, 
imports, exports, placing in cages for farming, re-exports and transshipments of eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna species that are not accompanied by accurate, complete, and validated 
documentation from the relevant authority has been and is prohibited.  
 
Capacity Management Plan (para. 35-42, 44-45a) 
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TUNA VESSEL 
FLEET 

          Fleet (vessels)           Fishing capacity         

Type Best 
catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 
40m 

70.7                                             

Purse seiner between 
24 and 40m 

49.78             1 1 1 1 1              49.78 49.78 49.78 49.78 

Purse seiners less 
than 24m 

33.68                                             

Total Purse Seine  
Fleet 

              1 1 1 1 1                       

Longliner over 40m 25                                             
Longliner between 
24 and 40m 

5.68                                             

Longliner less than 
24m 

5                                             

Total Longline 
Fleet 

                                              

Baitboat 19.8                                 33.58           

Handline 5                                             

Trawler 10                                             

Trap 130                                             

Other 
(please specify) 

5                                             

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity 

                                              

Quota                                       39.65 47.40 56.91 100 

Adjusted quota (if 
applicable) 

                                -- -- -- -- -- -- .. 

Allowance for 
sport/recreational 
(if applicable) 

                                 .. ….  ….  . … ….  …..  …-..  

Under/overcapacity                                        10.13  2.38  -7.31  -50.22 
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ALGERIA  
 
Introduction 
 
Algeria’s 2018 fishing plan is based on the relevant provisions of the ICCAT recommendations, legislation 
and the national regulation, in particular those of the Ministerial Order of 19 April 2010, as amended and 
supplemented, which establish bluefin fishing quotas for Algerian-flagged vessels and set the methods for 
their distribution and implementation. 
 
Bluefin tuna fishing activities in 2018 will be carried out according to the conditions and methods of the 
previous campaigns and with improvements in the fishing documentation (logbook). 
 
Algeria’s quota for 2018 is 1260 t. In accordance with paragraph 5 b) of ICCAT Recommendation 17-07, 
amending Recommendation 14-04 on Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna, the CPC Libya has 
transferred 46 t of its quota to Algeria. Therefore, the total quota for Algeria for 2018 is 1306 t. 
 
Algeria will implement its fishing plan to catch 1300 t. The 1300 t will be distributed between the tuna 
vessel owners, which must comply with the regulatory conditions relating to fishing and maritime 
security to participate in the 2018 fishing campaign. A quota of 6 t will be reserved for by-catch. 
 
Fishing Plan 
 
The 2018 bluefin fishing plan will be implemented to ensure compliance with Algeria’s quota limit and the 
relevant provisions contained in legislation and the national regulation and ICCAT recommendations, in 
particular Recommendation 17-07 amending Recommendation 14-04. 
 
Individual quotas for each of the vessels authorised to participate in the campaign will be established in 
accordance with a national quota distribution criterion. This is provided for by the national regulation 
Ministerial Order of 25 March 2015 which establishes bluefin fishing quotas for vessels flying the national 
flag and sets the methods for their distribution and implementation. The distribution criterion for 
individual quotas is based on the size of the vessels employed (tonnage and vessel length). The list of live 
bluefin tuna catching vessels and their quotas will be communicated to the ICCAT Secretariat by the 
deadline provided for in paragraph 52 of Recommendation 17-07, i.e. 12 May 2018.  
 
In accordance with the current Algerian regulation, individual fishing permits will be issued by the 
fisheries administration to the purse seine and longline vessels authorised to participate in the 2018 
fishing campaign. In this context, Algeria has issued for 2018 a fishing permit to a longliner, carrying an 
individual quota of 5.68 t.  
 
Joint fishing operations (in groups) among Algerian vessels only may be authorised. Information on these 
operations, in particular the individual quotas and allocation keys that will be adopted for the 2018 
campaign will be notified to the Commission by the deadline established in paragraph 17 of 
Recommendation 17-07, i.e. 16 May 2018. 
 
With regard to by-catch, vessels that do not hold a permit specifically for bluefin tuna, issued in 
accordance with the current Algerian regulation, will not be authorised to catch, retain on board or land 
bluefin tuna. Discarded by-catch will be recorded in logbooks. Any discards of dead bluefin tuna will be 
deducted from the 6 t of the Algerian quota. 
 
Regarding bluefin tuna farming, Algeria authorised, in accordance with the conditions and specific 
methods which will be determined by the administration on the basis of regulatory provisions in force, the 
establishment of three farming facilities in 2018, and within its quota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

26 

 ICCAT requirement (per Rec. 14-
04) 

Explanation of CPC 
actions taken to 

implement 

Relevant domestic 
laws or regulations 

(as applicable) 

Note: 

1 Communication and reporting 
of catches (para 61-67, 69) 

Catches are recorded in 
the bound logbook 
maintained onboard the 
vessel in compliance with 
the requirements of the 
ICCAT recommendation. 
To improve the vessel 
onboard catch 
documentation system, 
the administration is 
developing a new 
logbook taking into 
consideration the 
observations of the ROP-
BFT controllers during 
the 2018 campaign. In 
addition, documents 
related to biological, 
technical and scientific 
data, where fishing 
information is recorded, 
are submitted to the 
controller of the 
administration. Weekly 
and monthly bluefin tuna 
catches are notified to 
the ICCAT Secretariat, in 
accordance with 
paragraphs 66 c and 67. 
Closure of the bluefin 
tuna fishery is reported 
on exhaustion of the 
authorised quota during 
the authorised period.  

Article 13 of the 
Order of 19 March 
2013, which amends 
and supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establishes 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and sets 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 

 

2 Fishing seasons (para 18-23) Tuna purse seiners: from 
26 May to 24 June. 
Tuna longliner: 1 January 
to 31 May. 

Article 10 of the 
Order of 19 March 
2013, which amends 
and supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establishes 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and sets 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 
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3 Minimum size (para 26-28) 115 cm - 30 kg. However, 
up to a maximum of 5% 
of bluefin tuna by-catch 
weighing between 8 and 
30 kg or with a fork 
length from 75 to 115 
cm, calculated on the 
basis of the total catch, 
may be authorised. Dead 
fish will be reported and 
deducted from Algeria’s 
quota and live fish will be 
released.  

Executive decree No. 
08-118 of 9 April 
2008 which amends 
and supplements 
Executive Decree No. 
04-86 of 18 March 
2004 which fix the 
minimum trade sizes 
of biological 
resources. 
Article 23 quater of 
the amendment and 
supplement to the 
Order of 19 April 
2010 which establish 
bluefin tuna fishing 
quotas for vessels 
flying the national 
flag operating in 
waters under 
national jurisdiction 
and set the methods 
for their distribution 
and implementation. 

 

4 By-catch (para 29) With regard to by-catch, 
vessels that do not hold a 
permit specifically for 
bluefin tuna, issued in 
accordance with the 
current Algerian 
regulation, are not be 
authorised to catch, 
retain on board or land 
bluefin tuna. Any discard 
of dead bluefin tuna will 
be deducted from the 6 t 
or the Algerian quota. 
Discards will be recorded 
in logbooks and deducted 
from the Algerian quota. 
In addition, control of 
catches is carried out at 
accesses to ports by 
members of the National 
Coast Guard Service and 
at landing sites by fishing 
inspectors.  

Executive decree No. 
08-118 of 9 April 
2008 which amends 
and supplements 
Executive Decree No. 
04-86 of 18 March 
2004 which fix the 
minimum trade sizes 
of biological 
resources. 

 

5 Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para 30-34) 

There are no recreational 
and sports fisheries in 
Algeria. 

  

6 Transhipment (para 58-60) It is prohibited to 
tranship bluefin tuna. 

Article 58 of Law 01-
11 on the fisheries 
and aquaculture, as 
amended and 
supplemented. 
 
 
 
 

 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

28 

7 VMS (para 87) Legal and regulatory 
obligation. 

Article 20 bis of Law 
No. 15-08, which 
amends and 
supplements the Law 
01-11 on the fisheries 
and aquaculture, and 
article 7 of the Order 
of 19 March 2013, 
which amends and 
supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establish 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and set 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 

 

8 CPC’s observer (para 88) Boarding of two 
controllers / onboard 
national observers on 
each vessel throughout 
the fishing season. 

Article 8 of the Order 
of 19 March 2013, 
which amends and 
supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establishes 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and sets 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 

 

9 Regional observer (para 89-90) Regulatory requirement 
of boarding of ICCAT 
regional observers. 

Article 9 of the Order 
of 19 March 2013, 
which amends and 
supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establishes 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and sets 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 

 

 Other requirements     
 Tagging programme No tagging operations 

are carried out in Algeria. 
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 Use of video camera for transfer 
surveillance (paragraph 75, 76 
and Annex 8) 

Transfer operations from 
the fishing net to the 
transport cage will be 
recorded by video 
camera, as required by 
paragraphs 75, 76 and 
Annex 8 of ICCAT Rec. 
14-04. 
 

Article 17 of the 
Order of 19 March 
2013, which amends 
and supplements the 
Order of 19 April 
2010, establishes 
bluefin tuna quotas 
for vessels flying the 
national flag 
operating in waters 
under national 
jurisdiction and sets 
the methods for their 
distribution and 
implementation. 

 

 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
A national inspection programme for all bluefin tuna fishing operations will be implemented for the 2018 
campaign, in accordance with national laws and regulations and the relevant provisions of ICCAT 
recommendations. This programme consists in carrying out at-port inspections on tuna vessels 
authorised to participate in the 2018 fishing campaign, before and after the campaign. 
 
Two controllers / national observers board each of the tuna purse seiners throughout the fishing season. 
The controllers / observers are responsible for monitoring fishing and transfer operations and verifying 
information and data on the fishing campaign. They will ensure compliance with ICCAT recommendations 
on bluefin tuna fishing. Each controller / observer will be required to produce campaign reports at the 
end of the campaign. 
 
The controllers / observers will remain in constant contact with the fisheries administration and 
communicate all information on fishing and transfer operations. 
 
In addition, for the purposes of monitoring, the tuna vessels that are authorised to participate in the 
fishing campaign will be equipped with a VMS beacon which will be operational throughout the campaign. 
Transmission of VMS data is mandatory for all tuna vessels and must start 15 days before the 
authorisation period and will continue 15 days after the fishing campaign. The data transmission 
frequency will be every four hours in accordance with the latest relevant ICCAT recommendation. 
 
With regard to landing ports, tuna vessels flying the national flag are authorised to land bluefin tuna 
caught during the fishing campaign in the authorised ports only, i.e.: Port of Algiers, port of Annaba, port 
of Bejaïa, port of Cherchell, port of Oran, port of Ténès, port of Bouzedjar and the port of Beni Saf. An 
inspection of products to be landed and all the onboard documents will be carried out by the relevant 
State institutions (Fisheries and Coast Guards). It is prohibited for foreign vessels to land bluefin tuna. 
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Algeria will not deploy an inspection vessel for the 2018 fishing campaign, since it does not have more 
than 15 tuna vessels, in accordance with the relevant ICCAT provisions. 
 
Algeria will deploy in the coming years a joint international inspection vessel in the case where the 
number of vessels exceeds 15. Legislation is being amended to respond to these requirements if the need 
arises. 
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Capacity management plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
The fishing capacity, represented by a fleet of 14 tuna purse seine vessels and 1 longliner, is adapted to the 
quota allocated to Algeria, i.e. 1,300 t. On this basis, Algeria will not exceed its bluefin tuna fishing 
capacity. 
 
With the exception of the longline vessel authorised to fish for dead bluefin tuna, the list of vessels will be 
established following compliance by the tuna vessel owners with national regulatory requirements on 
maritime security and fishing methods. The list of vessels will be notified to the ICCAT Secretariat by the 
deadlines established in paragraph 54 of Recommendation 17-07.  
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET 
  Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type 

Best 
catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40 m 70.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Purse seiner between 24 
and 40 m 49.78 8 14 11 11 11 11 11 11 11 12 12 398.24 696.92 547.58 547.58 547.58 547.58 547.58 547.58 547.58 597.36 597.36 

Purse seiner less than 24 
m 33.68 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 0 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 67.36 67.36 67.36 67.36 

Total purse seine fleet   8 15 12 12 12 12 12 13 13 14 14 398.24 730.6 581.26 581.26 581.26 581.26 581.26 614.94 614.94 664.72 664.72 

Longliner over 40 m 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner between 20 
and 40m 5.68 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1 1 0 1 5.68 5.68 5.68 5.68 5.68 11.36 11.36 5.68 5.68 0 5.68 

Longliner less than 24m 5 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 5 10 10 10 10 5 5 5 5 0 0 

Total longline fleet 
  

2 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 0 1 10.68 15.68 15.68 15.68 15.68 16.36 16.36 10.68 10.68 0 5.68 

Baitboat 19.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Handline 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trawler 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trap 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other (please specify)) 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity  

  
10 18 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 14 15 408.92 746.28 596.94 596.94 596.94 597.62 597.62 625.62 625.62 664.72 670.40 

Quota                          1460.04 1460.04 1306.35  138.46  138.46  143.83  143.83  169.81 202.98 243.7 1260 

Adjusted quota (if 
applicable)                         1460.04 1460.04  684.9  138.46  138.46  243.83  243.83  369.81 425.98 1043.7 1300* 

Admissible catch for 
sports/recreational 
vessels (if applicable) 

  

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Under/overcapacity                         997.12 703.76 87.96 -458.48 -458.48 -353.11 -353.11 -255.81 -199.64 378.98 629.60 

* A quota of 6 t is reserved for by-catch. 
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CHINA (REP.)  
 
Introduction 
 
According to Recommendation 14-04/17-07, China was allocated 79 t of BFT in the 2018 fishing season, 
China will dispatch two longline fishing vessels to conduct BFT fishing activities seasonally in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea as same as last year, namely Jin Feng No.1 and Jin Feng No.3. 
 
The Fisheries Law and the Regulation on Distant Water Fishery Management are the main pieces of 
national legislation to manage Chinese deep sea fishing vessels conducting fishing activities on the high 
seas. In addition, we also issued the VMS Management regulation and Regulation on the Implementation of 
National Observer Management which respectively specify the stipulation of VMS and observer on our 
deep sea fishing vessels, besides, we issued the ministerial-level document Notice on strictly complying 
with tuna RFMOs management measures which, inter alia, include the main requirements contained in the 
ICCAT Recommendation 14-04/17-07, such as minimum size, observer coverage, VMS requirement, 
designated transshipment/landing port requirement and so on. 
 
 
Fishing plan  
 
China will dispatch two fishing vessels to catch BFT: Jin Feng No.1 and Jin Feng No.3. Both are longliners 
and will be allocated 39.5 tons; each vessel will hold one half of the total catch quota.  
 
It is relatively simple to monitor and respect the quotas since only two fishing vessels share the limited 
quotas and they belong to one company. We could manage the quotas through the following ways: 
 

- Observer program: usually we implement 100% observer coverage for BFT fishing vessels which 
is much higher than the requirement in Rec. 14-04/17-07, the observer must be familiar with the 
BFT recommendation and will record accurately every day the weight and number of BFT, 
including the weight for round fish and GG weight. 

 
- Catch report: we have daily\weekly\monthly BFT catch reports and we could cross-check the 

catch. 
 

- Logbook: the fishing vessel master must strictly and accurately fill in the logbook, including any 
by-catch and incidental catch. 

 
- Landing\transshipment: these vessels can only conduct landing or transshipment activities in the 

designated port authorized by ICCAT. 
 

- VMS requirement: we could monitor these vessels through our VMS platform and their positions 
could be polled whenever we need.  

 
- Catch documentation: using the catch documentation system to check the quotas. 

 
- BFT by-catch is not allowed for any other fishing vessels which are not authorized to catch BFT. 

Our BFT fishing area is delimited by west of 10°W and north of 42°N, and no fishing vessels are 
operating in the Mediterranean Sea which means no by-catch and small-scale BFT. 

 
- Training program: each year we will hold a training program for the fishing vessel owner and 

vessel master, interpret the relevant recommendations and the main requirement, meanwhile, 
the Rec.14-04/17-07 was translated into Chinese and distribute to them for their better 
understanding and learning.  
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ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC actions taken to 
implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and 
reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

We distribute to every Chinese 
fishing vessel operating on the high 
seas the standardized logbook and 
ask the master fill it in timely and 
accurately. BFT must be landed and 
transshipped at the designated 
port. The fishing vessel owner must 
report daily/weekly/monthly catch 
to us. We will issue the first 
warning notice when the quota 
approaches 80% of the total. When 
the quota is exhausted we will ask 
the fishing vessels to stop operating 
and leave the fishing ground 
immediately. Then we will report 
the closure to Secretariat at once. 

Regulation on Distant 
Water Fishery 
Management 
 

 

2. Fishing Seasons  
(para. 18-23) 

Usually, our vessels will start to fish 
at the end of September until the 
quotas are exhausted but before the 
end of the year. 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

3. Minimum size  
(para. 26-28) 

Through the observer program and 
logbook as well as the 
daily/weekly/monthly catch report 
we could monitor minimum size. 
Any catch under the minimum size 
must be released and recorded. We 
set the minimum size limit which 
corresponds to Rec.14-04/17-07, 
prohibit to catch, retain, transship, 
land and sell BFT less than 30 kg or 
115 cm, the maximum of 5% 
tolerance is authorized. Discarded 
catch is also counted against our 
quotas. 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) By-catch is not allowed for any 
other fishing vessels. That means 
5% is not allowed. Any other 
vessels other than BFT vessels are 
prohibited to catch, retain and 
transship BFT. Any BFT caught by 
other vessels are not issued eBCD. 
All the by-catch must be discarded, 
these discarded BFT is also counted 
against China’s BFT quota. 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. Regulation on the 
Implementation of 
National Observer 
Management 
3. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

5. Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para, 30-34) 

Not applicable as we do not have 
such a fishery. 

Not applicable as we 
do not have such a 
fishery. 
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6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

Bluefin tuna fishing vessel shall 
only transship and/or land bluefin 
tuna catches in 
the designated ports. 
 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

7. VMS (para. 87) The VMS could be reported to the 
Secretariat directly and we will also 
poll the vessel position from our 
VMS platform. From our platform 
we could monitor and poll 6 
positions per day, once every 4 
hours. 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. VMS Management 
Regulation 
3. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) Usually we will implement 100% 
observer coverage which is higher 
than 20% for longliners stipulated 
in Rec. 14-04/17-07. 

1. Regulation on 
Distant Water Fishery 
Management 
2. Regulation on the 
Implementation of 
National Observer 
Management 
3. Notice on strictly 
complying with tuna 
RFMOs management 
measures 

 

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

Not applicable as we do not have 
purse seiners, and also do not have 
caging and farming activities. 

Not applicable as we 
do not have purse 
seiners, and also do 
not have caging and 
farming activities. 

 

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging program 

Each BFT will have a tag with a 
unique number. 

Since only two fishing 
vessels engage in BFT 
fishing and these two 
vessels belong to one 
company, according 
to the Fisheries Law 
of PRC, Chinese 
fishing vessels must 
comply with 
measures adopted by 
RFMOs of which 
China is a contracting 
party. The competent 
authority of the 
Chinese fishery has 
notified the relevant 
company of such 
ICCAT requirement 
on BFT. 
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Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Para 64 is not applicable as China has no port for BFT fishing vessels to conduct landing or transshipment. 
 
Para 99 is not applicable as we have only two BFT fishing vessels that operate.  
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Not applicable.  
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
Please see the template. 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best 
catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70,7                                             

Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 49,78                                             

Purse seiners less than 24m 33,68                                             

Total Purse Seine  Fleet                                                

Longliner over 40m 25 4      2 2  2  2  2  1  1  2  2  2  100  50  50  50  50  50  25  25  50  50  50  

Longliner between 24 and 40m 5,68                                             

Longliner less than 24m 5                                             

Total Longline Fleet   4      2 2  2  2  2  1  1  2  2  2  100  50  50  50  50  50  25  25  50  50  50  

Baitboat 19,8                                             

Handline 5                                             

Trawler 10                                             

Trap 130                                             

Other  (please specify) 5                                             

Total fleet/fishing capacity    4      2 2  2  2  2  1  1  2  2  2  100  50  50  50  50  50  25  25  50  50  50  

Quota                          63.55  61.32  38.48  36.77  36.77  38.19 38.19  45.09  53.9  64.71  79  

Adjusted  quota (if applicable)                                               

Allowance for sport/recreational (if applicable)                                               

Under/overcapacity                         -36.45  11.32  -11.5  -13.23  -13.23  -11.8  13.19  20.09  3.9  14.71  29  
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EGYPT 
 
Introduction 
 
Fishing activities for eastern bluefin tuna will be conducted in compliance with applicable ICCAT 
Recommendations. In accordance with the ICCAT Rec. 14‐04 and Rec. 17-07 according to the bluefin tuna 
allocation scheme that was adopted in the special meetings of ICCAT (Marrakech, Morocco, November 
2017, paragraph 5), the quota allocated for Egypt for the 2018 fishing season is 181 t. 
 
The total amount of tuna that can be fished in the 2018 fishing season in total is 181 t. 
 
This total amount will be fished on the authorized fishing vessel. As following; 
 

• Safinat Nooh that listed on the ICCAT list (No. AT000EGY00010) according to the following 
scheme. 

 
Vessel Allocated Quota (t) 

Purse seine SAFINAT NOOH 181 t 
 
The General Authority for Fish Resources Development (GAFRD) announced the above‐mentioned 
decision to all sector stakeholders in accordance with the General Authority for Fish Resources 
Development resolutions regarding bluefin tuna. 
 
Egypt has issued a number of resolutions, governmental decrees for the conservation of bluefin tuna: 
 
Decree Number (827) for the year 2011 
 

• Article (1) the prohibition of bluefin tuna fishing with any fishing craft during the period from 25 
June to 25 May as from the next year. This resolution will be amended yearly, if necessary, 
according to the closed season adopted by ICCAT. 

• Article (2) the prohibition of the transfer of any bluefin tuna fishing at sea unless for the purposes 
of farming and farm development.*  

• Article (3) Transshipment at sea is completely prohibited as required in Recommendation 14‐04. 
 

Decree Number (828) for the year 2011 
 

• Article (1) the prohibition of fishing of bluefin tuna that is less than 30 kilograms. 
• Article (2) all transfer from purse seiners to towing cages should be monitored by video camera 

and shall be delivered to observers of fishing operations without any restrictions. In context of 
para. 75 of ICCAT Rec. 14-04. 

 
Resolution Number (829) for the year 2011 
 

• Article (1) the prohibition of using any ports for landing or exportation of bluefin tuna except in 
the port of EL-Meadia for bluefin tuna landing and Alexandria commercial port for exportation. 

• Article (2) prohibition of vessels licensed to fish bluefin tuna to go fishing unless there are 
observers who are assigned by the GAFRD onboard. 
 

In the case of non-compliance with the Egyptian resolutions or any of ICCAT Recommendations by the 
fishing vessel, the penal code will be applied, and the vessel will not be allowed to work in the bluefin tuna 
fishing for the next season, and in case of repetition of non-compliance, this vessel will be prohibited from 
bluefin tuna fisheries. 
 
 
 
 
                                                        
* The word “development” means the development of farms (as future further steps). The appropriate translation for the decree 
number 827 “….. Farm development”. 
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Fishing plan  
 

 
ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  Explanation of CPC actions taken to implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and 
reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

• All information recorded in the logbooks of the 
fishing vessel, in the transfer documents and in 
the catch documents shall be verified by GAFRD 
‐ using available inspection reports, regional 
and national observers’ reports also recording 
and reporting obligations laid down by relevant 
ICCAT Recommendations shall be fully 
implemented. 

• Tuna fishing activities are prohibited during 
the period from 25 June to 25 May of the next 
year. Moreover, the closed season for bluefin 
tuna fisheries will be announced by the 
Fisheries Agency once the allowed quota is 
caught even during the authorized fishing 
period. 

• Resolution 
Number (829) 
for the year 
2011 

• Decree Number 
(827) for the 
year 2011 
 

 

2. Fishing Seasons 
(para. 18-23) 

• The authorized period for fishing is from 26 
May to 24 June 2018.  

• No coastal recreational, sport fisheries will be 
allowed. 

• Decree Number 
(827) for the 
year 2011 

 

 

3. Minimum size  
(para. 26-28) 

• Provisions regulating minimum size laid down 
by relevant ICCAT Recommendations shall be 
strictly implemented. 

• National observer/inspector on board shall 
ensure the full commitment of the minimum 
size in accordance with the ICCAT relative 
recommendation during the season  

• The prohibition of fishing of bluefin tuna that is 
less than 30 kilograms. 

• Incidental catch of max. 5% of BFT. Weighting 
(8 to 30 Kg) or fork length 75 to 115 cm is 
authorized.   

• All live undersized BFT must be released into 
the sea and dead BFT should be reported and 
deducted from the quota. 

• Decree Number 
(828) for the 
year 2011 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) • Vessels not fishing actively for bluefin tuna are 
monitored by our National inspectors on 
landing ports to count any BFT. By-catches in 
order to ensure implementing of ICCAT rec.  

• Bluefin tuna should not exceed more than 5% 
of the total catch by weight or number of 
pieces.  

• All our inspectors in landing ports have been 
instructed to monitor and report any                
by-catch of BFT throughout the year.  

• As regards BFT, if by-catch occurs, 
investigation shall be done.  

• By the first of February each year final report 
declaring all BFT. By-catches (if any) which 
must be deducted from the quota of the year. 

 
 
 

• Resolution 
Number (829) 
for the year 
2011 
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• The amount of by‐catch discarded whether 
alive or dead status should be reported to the 
authority immediately, and these data will be 
reported to ICCAT. At the same time, all by‐
catch will be deducted from the quota of Egypt. 
In according with ICCAT Rec. 14-04 and 17-07, 
para 29.  

5. Recreational and 
sports fisheries 
(para, 30-34) 

• No coastal recreational, sport fisheries will be 
allowed. 

• Decree Number 
(827) for the 
year 2011 

 

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

• Transshipment at sea is completely prohibited 
as required in Rec. 14‐04. 

• Decree Number 
(827) for the 
year 2011 

 

7. VMS (para. 87) • The authorized fishing vessels requesting a 
bluefin fishing and transport permit for  2018 
shall be equipped with a full‐time operational 
satellite tracking device (vessel monitoring 
system, VMS) onboard, as required by GAFRD, 
on the basis of a transmission every 4 hours as 
minimum requirement.  

  

8. CPC Observer  
(para. 88) 

• One of National observers of fisheries 
specialists will inspect the fishing operations 
on board during the fishing operations for 
monitoring the catch, recording the required 
data and insuring the compliance of the fishing 
vessel with the ICCAT Recs and GAFRD Res. The 
permanent observers in ports to follow-up the 
landed catch and reviewing the on board 
observers reports. 

• Resolution 
Number (829) 
for the year 
2011 

 

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

• Concerning the “ICCAT regional observers”, 
Egypt will send a request to the ICCAT 
Secretariat to have an Arabic speaker observer 
for the one authorized vessel (100%). 

• In general each vessel must have two observers 
(one National observer and one ICCAT ROP. 
Observer). 

  

10. Use of aircraft • No aircrafts are used.    
11. Sampling 

requirements 
• In transfer process during a JFO with another 

CPC the sampling process at the time of caging 
will be done jointly between Egyptian vessels 
and the other CPC vessels.  

• Owners/operators of the fishing vessels, 
managers /operators of farming facilities and 
exporters shall be responsible for the proper 
implementation of all provisions mentioned 
above, as well as other applicable rules and 
recommendations imposed by ICCAT.  

  

12. Joint Fishing 
Operations (JFO) 

• Joint fishing operations with other CPC vessels 
will be allowed if a JFO is requested by our 
fishing company. 
 

  

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging 
program 
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Inspection Plan 
 
For the national vessels, full inspection coverage shall be ensured during the 2018 b.luefin tuna fishing 
season by GAFRD’s inspectors. The inspection will include all the activities that will be conducted during 
the fishing season, i.e. fishing, transfer, caging, and landing if any.  
 
According to the National Law No. 124/1983, foreign fishing vessels are not allowed to enter any Egyptian 
fishing port except in cases of emergency. 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
The Egyptian fishing capacity plan for season 2018 attached in Excel format. 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best 
catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7                       
Purse seiner between 24 and 
40m 49.78 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 50 50 50 50 49.78 49.78 

Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 34 34 34 34 34 34 33.7 0 

Total Purse Seine Fleet   0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 34 34 84 84 84 84 83.46 49.78 

Longliner over 40m 25                       
Longliner between 24 and 
40m 5.68                       
Longliner less than 24m 5                       
Total Longline Fleet                        
Baitboat 19.8                       
Handline 5                       
Trawler 10                       
Trap 130                       
Other (please specify) 5                       
Total fleet/fishing capacity   0 0 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 34 34 84 84 84 84 83.46 49.78 

Quota              0 50 33 65 65 77 77 79 100 113.67 181 
Adjusted quota (if 
applicable)                      123.67  
Allowance for sport/ 
recreational (if applicable)                        
Under/overcapacity                               31 31 -6.4 -6.4 -4.3 16 40.21 131.22 
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EUROPEAN UNION  
 
1. Introduction 
 
The European Union hereby provides its Fishing, Inspection and Capacity Management plans for Eastern 
Bluefin tuna (E-BFT).  

The eight EU Member States actively fishing Bluefin tuna are Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, 
Portugal and Spain. These EU Member States fish with a range of fishing gears, with the majority of the 
quotas being attributed to the purse seine and trap sectors. However, significant catches are also made by 
more artisanal sectors such as the baitboats, handlines and pelagic trawlers, in both the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean Sea. The eight EU Member States also cooperate to implement a Joint Deployment Plan of 
inspections means, in coordination with the European Commission and the European Fisheries Control 
Agency (EFCA). The Recovery plan for eastern Bluefin tuna, ICCAT Recommendation [14-04] recently 
replaced by Recommendation [17-07], has been transposed into European Union (EU) law by Regulation 
(EU) 2016/1627 of the European Parliament and of the Council of the European Union. 
 
 
2. Fishing plan  
 
The European Union adopted Council Regulation (EC) No 302/2009 on 6 April 2009 transposing into EU 
Law ICCAT Recommendation [08-05] to establish a Multiannual Recovery Plan for Bluefin tuna in the 
Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean. Following ICCAT Recommendation [10-04] amending ICCAT 
recommendation [08-05], adopted at the 2010 ICCAT Annual Meeting in Paris, the EU has amended 
Council Regulation (EC) 302/2009 transposing ICCAT Recommendation [10-04] into EU law. In 2014, the 
EU transposed the amendments of the recovery plan which took place under ICCAT Recommendation [13-
07]. These additional measures were transposed into EU law by Regulation 544/2014. Finally, the EU 
adopted Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 of the European Parliament and of the Council on 14 September 
2016 transposing ICCAT Recommendation [14-04] into EU law.  
 

• In 2018 the EU will implement the provisions of Recommendation [17-07]. In addition, the EU 
will also fully implement Recommendation [17-09].  

• In accordance with the current Total Allowable Catch (TAC) provided for under Recommendation 
[17-07], the quota for the EU in 2018 of 15,850 t has already been transposed into by EU 
legislation Reg. (EU) 120/2018. 

• In accordance with ICCAT Recommendation [17-07] the EU is currently drawing up an annual 
Fishing plan identifying catching vessels over 24 meters and their associated individual quotas. 

• All purse seine vessels over 24 meters are allocated an individual vessel quota superior to the 
SCRS catch rates as adopted by the ICCAT Commission for estimating fleet capacity. 

• The EU will authorise 'catching vessels' and 'other' vessels' in accordance with paragraph 52 of 
ICCAT Recommendation [17-07]. 

• The EU will continue to submit the lists of authorised vessels that will participate in the fishery in 
2018 in accordance with the reporting deadlines laid down under paragraph 52 of 
Recommendation [17-07]. 

• The EU hereby submits a complementary Inspection plan covering all BFT fisheries and capable 
of addressing effectively the control requirements of the fishery. 

• The EU undertakes real-time monitoring of the Bluefin tuna fishery and is committed to take the 
necessary measures to ensure full respect of ICCAT Recommendation [17-07] as well as other 
Recommendations concerning the management of E-BFT fisheries, including Recommendations 
[06-07], [11-20] and [17-09]. 
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In accordance with ICCAT Recommendation [17-07] the EU has allocated quotas1 to the following sectors: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                        
1 The EU capacity plan shows the potential capacity that EU can deploy, with the maximum number of vessels and the minimum 
quota that should be allocated to each gear type following the catch rates in accordance with the methodology approved in the 2009 
Annual meeting. The EU fishing plan on the other hand shows the actual number of vessels that will be authorized by EU in 2018 and 
the quota allocated to them. In 2018, the number of vessels in the fishing plan (1,088) is lower than the number in the capacity plan 
(1,115). 

TUNA VESSEL FLEET 2018 

Type  Fleet  
(No. vessels) 

Quota allocated 
(t) 

Purse seiner over 40m 24 5,127.7 

Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 30 3,807.9 

Purse seiners less than 24m 4 176.5 

Total Purse Seine  Fleet  58 9,112.1 

Longliner over 40m 0 0.0 

Longliner between 24 and 40m 12 47.3 

Longliner less than 24m 127 1,295.8 

Total Longline Fleet 139 1,343.1 

Baitboat 61 925.2 

Handline 46 164.1 

Trawler 57 389.0 

Trap 12 2,043.3 

Other   715 1,443.5 

Recreational  97.0 

By-catch reserve  332.7 

Total fleet/fishing capacity  1088 15,850.0 

Quota   
15,850.0 

Adjusted  quota (if applicable)  
15,850.0 

Under-capacity (t)   0.0 
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The table below summarises the actions taken to implement the requirements of ICCAT Rec. [17-07] as 
well as the relevant domestic laws or regulations when applicable. 

 ICCAT 
Requirement  
(per 17-07)  

Explanation of CPC actions 
taken to implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch 
recording and 
reporting  
(para. 61-67, 
69) 

Purse seine vessels, vessels 
over 24 meters and traps have 
to send daily reports to the 
Member State administration. 
Weekly reports for all vessels 
are sent by Member States to 
the European Commission 
which transmits them to the 
ICCAT Secretariat. 
 
In 2018, all vessels authorized 
to fish for BFT independently 
of the length shall record their 
catches in a logbook. 
 
 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/16272 
SECTION 2  
Article 25 "Recording 
requirements" 
"Catches", 
Article 26 "Catch 
reports sent by masters 
and trap operators", 
Article 27 "Weekly and 
monthly catch reports 
sent by the Member 
States", 
Article 28 "Information 
on quota exhaustion" 
Article 29 "Yearly 
reporting of catches by 
the Member States" 

All catch reports are 
recorded at EU level, 
cross checks are made 
between the 
authorization, the 
individual quota, the 
national quota and the 
JFO quota (when 
relevant).  
In accordance with Art. 
14 of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1224/2009 all 
EU fishing vessels above 
10 m have to be 
equipped with a bound 
logbook with 
chronologically 
numbered pages. For 
fishing vessels over 12m, 
an electronic logbook is 
required. Additional 
requirements set up by 
ICCAT are covered by 
Art. 25 and Annex II of 
Regulation (EU) No 
2016/1627. 

2. Fishing 
Seasons 
(para. 18-23) 

According to Article 35 of 
Regulation (EC) No 
1224/2009 of 20 November 
2009, Member States shall 
inform the Commission as 
soon as the BFT quota is 
exhausted. In addition, under 
Regulation (EU) 2016/1627, 
Member States shall inform 
the Commission when the BFT 
quota allocated to a gear 
group referred to in Article 11 
or Article 12 of this Regulation 
or to a JFO or to a purse seiner 
is deemed to be exhausted. 
The fishing seasons applicable 
to the EU fleets in all Member 
States concerned are in line 
with the seasons established 
by ICCAT. Art 11 and Art 12 of 
Regulation (EU) No 
2016/1627 implement them 
into EU law.  

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 Chapter III 
"Technical measures", 
SECTION 1 "Fishing 
seasons", 
 
Article 11 
"Longliners, purse 
seiners, pelagic 
trawlers, traps and 
sport and recreational 
fisheries" 
 
 
Article 12 
"Baitboats and trolling 
boats" 
 

Within the EUs Specific 
Control and Inspection 
Programme, inspection 
missions focus on the 
verification of the respect 
of the fishing seasons. 

                                                        
2 Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2016 on a multiannual recovery plan 
for Bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 302/2009. 
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A special reporting and alert 
system is in place to verify at 
EU level the quota use in each 
Member State for each fleet. 

3. Minimum size 
(para. 26-28) 

According to Art. 15 of 
Regulation (EU) 2016/1627, 
incidental catches of a 
maximum 5 % of Bluefin tuna 
weighing between 8 and 30 kg 
or with a fork length between 
75 and 115 cm are allowed for 
all catching vessels and traps 
fishing actively for Bluefin 
tuna. These catches are 
subject to logbook entry, 
designated port and prior 
arrival notification 
requirements, and shall be 
deducted from the quota. 
Art. 15 of Regulation EU No 
1380/2013 establishes a 
general landing obligation 
across the EU. Where a 
derogation to this Regulation 
is granted in accordance with 
Article 15.2 and in line with 
international obligations, this 
is provided for by Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2015/98. 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 Chapter III 
"Technical measures", 
Section 2 "Minimum 
conservation reference 
size, incidental catch, 
by-catch",  
Article 14 "Minimum 
conservation reference 
size"  
Article 15 " Incidental 
catches" and Annex I of 
the same Regulation 
"specific conditions 
applicable to the 
fisheries referred to in 
Article 14(2)  

For the implementation 
of the derogation to the 
Minimum size set up by 
Article 14(2) of 
Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627, Article 17 of 
Council Regulation (EU) 
2018/120 of 23 January 
2018 and Annex IV, sets 
fishing, farming and 
fattening capacity 
limitations for BFT by 
fixing yearly the number 
of vessels per Member 
State concerned. 
Compliance with capacity 
limitation provisions is 
monitored in the context 
of the JDP (Joint 
Deployment plan) (see 
3.2.2.).  

4. By-catch  
(para. 29) 

In accordance with ICCAT 
measures, the EU deducts all 
dead fish caught as by-catch 
from its quota. As every year, 
for Member States without a 
quota, the EU reserves part of 
its quote in Annex ID of 
Council Regulation (EU) 
2018/120 of 23 January 2018. 
For more visibility and 
transparency all quota 
allocated to by-catch has been 
included in the EU fishing plan 
provided to ICCAT. 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 Chapter III 
"Technical measures", 
Section 2 "Minimum 
conservation reference 
size, incidental catch, 
by-catch", 
Article 16 "By-catch" 

A by-catch quota for 
accidental catches by EU 
Member States without a 
BFT quota is provided in 
Annex ID of Council 
Regulation (EU) 
2018/120 of 23 January 
2018. 
Any bycatch in excess of 
the 5% limit, is released 
alive whenever possible. 
Commission Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2015/98 
regulates under which 
circumstances BFT may 
be released or discarded 
within the EU. Regulation 
(EU) 404/2011 provides 
that discards shall be 
recorded in the logbook. 
All by-catches discarded 
or retained on-board are 
counted against the 
quota. 
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5. Recreational 
and sports 
fisheries  
(para. 30-34) 

Dead catches from sport and 
recreational fisheries are 
counted against the quota. In 
this regard, a quota has been 
allocated for sport and 
recreational quota in the 2018 
fishing plan. Furthermore, in 
the context of its Joint 
Deployment Plan, the EU 
conducts a series of 
inspections targeting sport 
and recreational activities, 
based on minimum 
benchmarks established on 
the basis of a risk assessment 
procedure. Finally, in addition 
to these common activities, 
each Member States also 
conducts programs of 
inspections, targeting sport 
and recreational fisheries. 
These programs are assessed 
by the European Commission 
through verification missions. 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 Chapter IV 
"Sport and Recreational 
Fisheries", 
Article 19 "Sport and 
Recreational Fisheries" 
 
 

Under Art. 19 of 
Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 each EU 
Member State is obliged 
to record catch data, 
including weight and 
length of each BFT 
caught during sport and 
recreational fishing and 
communicate the data for 
the preceding year to the 
European Commission by 
30 June of each year. The 
EU Commission forwards 
that information to the 
SCRS. 
In 2018, the limit of one 
fish per day shall apply 
for all recreational 
vessels. 

6. Transhipment  
(para. 58-60) 

Land inspections in the 
context of the Joint 
Deployment Plan also cover 
transhipments. 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 SECTION 3" 
Landings and 
transshipments", 
Article 32 
"Transshipment" 

Art. 32 of Regulation 
(EU) 2016/1627 
prohibits all 
transhipments at sea in 
the Convention area. 
Fishing vessels can only 
tranship BFT catches in 
designated ports. Full 
inspection coverage is 
ensured during all 
transhipment times and 
at all transhipment 
places. 

7. VMS (para. 87) The team responsible within 
the EU for catch reporting and 
satellite Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) monitors in real 
time the VMS submissions. To 
this end, a special IT system is 
in place.  
All vessels are continually 
monitored by VMS and any 
interruption in the 
transmission of VMS data will 
immediately be followed up 
with the Member State 
concerned.  

According to EU 
Regulation (EC) No 
1224/2009 of 20 
November 2009, Article 
9 "Vessel Monitoring 
system", all EU vessels 
over 12 meters are 
equipped with a VMS. 
By Article 49 
Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 this 
obligation was 
extended to all BFT tug 
and towing vessels 
irrespective of their 
length. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under Art. 49 of 
Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 EU Member 
States are obliged to 
ensure that VMS 
messages from the 
fishing vessels flying 
their flag are forwarded 
to the European 
Commission at least 
every two hours. A 
specific IT system is in 
place to ensure the 
implementation of this 
obligation at EU level. 
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8. CPC Observer 
(para. 88) 

The data is collected by MS for 
the year 2017 and the 
information will be sent to 
ICCAT In July 2018. 

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627  
SECTION 6 "Monitoring 
and surveillance",  
 
Article 50 "National 
observer programme" 

Article 50 of Regulation 
(EU) 2016/1627 
"National observer 
programme" establishes 
the minimum levels of 
national observer 
coverage and describes 
the tasks to be performed 
by national observers. EU 
Member States also 
ensure a representative 
temporal and spatial 
presence of national 
observers on their 
vessels and traps to 
ensure that the  
European Commission 
receives adequate and 
appropriate data and 
information on catch, 
effort and other scientific 
and management 
aspects, taking into 
account characteristics of 
the fleets and fisheries. 
The implementation of 
these provisions is 
ensured through the Data 
Collection Framework. 

9. Regional 
observer  
(para. 89-90) 

The EU ensures 100% 
coverage of all purse seine 
vessels and for all caging and 
harvesting activities. As in 
previous years, replies to all 
the cases highlighted by ROs 
will be duly provided to the 
ICCAT Secretariat.  

Regulation (EU) 
2016/1627 SECTION 6 
"Monitoring and 
surveillance",  
Article 51 "ICCAT 
regional observer 
programme" 

 

 Tagging 
program 
Para 21 of 
Rec. 11-20 

In accordance with ICCAT 
provisions, the use of tags is 
authorised only upon request 
and when the accumulated 
catch amounts are within 
Member States’ quotas or 
catch limits for each 
management year, including, 
where appropriate, individual 
quotas allocated to catching 
vessels or traps. A summary of 
any tagging programs 
implemented by MS is sent to 
ICCAT. 

Art. 5 of (EU) Reg. 
640/2010 

EU also follows the 
additional provisions set 
up at ICCAT level by para 
5c of ICCAT 
Recommendation  
[15-10]. 
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3. Inspection Plan 
 
3.1 CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Under the EU Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), the primary responsibility for control and enforcement lays 
with the Member State Authorities and specifically their fisheries inspectors.  
 
The European Commission and the EFCA coordinate with the Member States to ensure that the provisions 
laid down by ICCAT are reflected in EU and Member States law and fully enforced. The tools in place are 
explained under 3.2 below. In addition, the following verification activities are carried out by the 
European Commission: 
 
3.1.1 European Commission inspections 
   
Whilst different in its powers and mandate, the European Commission also has its own permanent team of 
inspectors whose role is to monitor and evaluate Member States fulfilment of their duties and obligations, 
including those under the Bluefin tuna recovery plan and associated ICCAT Recommendations concerning 
BFT.   
 
Although the inspection plan is still subject to change in response to the specificities of the 2018 fishing 
campaign, European Commission inspectors will once again be very active in 2018. 
 
3.1.2 Vessel monitoring system and Operations team 
 
The team responsible within the European Commission for catch reporting and satellite Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) will monitor in real time the VMS submissions and undertake extensive cross-checks to 
avoid any potential quota overshoot.   
 
All vessels will be continually monitored by VMS and any interruption in the transmission of VMS data will 
be immediately followed up with the Member State concerned. 
 
3.2 Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
3.2.1 Specific Control and Inspection Programme 
 
Working under the framework of the ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection and building on 
experiences from recent years, the EU has currently in place a Specific Control and Inspection Programme 
(SCIP)3 to monitor and enforce the implementation of the Bluefin tuna recovery plan and also the 
Swordfish recovery plan which has been amended on 5 January 2018. This programme is a joint initiative 
bringing together the resources of the European Commission, EFCA and the Member States involved in the 
fishery.  
 
3.2.2 Joint Deployment Plan (JDP) for Bluefin tuna 
 
In cooperation with the European Commission and Member States, EFCA adopts annually a Joint 
Deployment Plan (JDP), which includes Bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean, 
Mediterranean Swordfish from 2017 and, Mediterranean Albacore from 2018. This Joint Deployment plan 
(JDP) brings the Specific Control and Inspection Programme into effect and covers all stages of the market 
chain as well as controls at sea, on land, and traps and farms.  

Under the JDP, EFCA will coordinate in 2018 joint inspections and control activities in the Eastern Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean involving a number of fishery patrol vessels and aircrafts. An additional patrol 
vessel will be chartered and deployed by EFCA in 2018. Whilst the operational strategies and precise 
areas of operation remain confidential, the general areas covered by the 2018 JDP will be the Eastern 
Atlantic (ICES Areas VII, VIII, IX X and COPACE 34.1.1, 34.1.2 and 34.2.0) and the Mediterranean (Western, 
Central and Eastern). These patrols particularly focus on, but are not restricted to Purse Seiners and 
                                                        
3 Commission Implementing Decision 2014/156/EU of 19 March 2014 establishing a specific control and inspection programme for 
fisheries exploiting stocks of Bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and for certain demersal and pelagic 
fisheries in the Mediterranean Sea amended by Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/17 of 5 January 2018. 
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farming activities. Focus will also be given to traps and sport and recreational fishery. In 2018, the EU will 
conduct up to 360 days of control and inspection activities at sea and around 36 days of air surveillance in 
the framework of the JDP.   

A JDP Steering Group, composed by representatives of EFCA, the European Commission and the European 
Member States, guides the overall strategy of inspection activities and supervises the JDP implementation. 
The strategy and control priorities are based on an annual risk assessment carried out by Member States 
under the coordination of EFCA. 

All cases of potential non-compliance will be forwarded to the flag state of the vessel/operator concerned 
and to the ICCAT Secretariat where required under the dedicated ICCAT recommendations to the species 
covered by this JDP. 

The EFCA is also cooperating with EMSA (European Maritime Safety Agency) and FRONTEX (European 
Border and Coast Guard Agency), each within its mandate, to support the national authorities carrying 
coast guard functions, by providing services, information, equipment and training as well as by 
coordinating multipurpose operations. Among the tools used to support these multipurpose operations is 
the MARSURV service, an application that provides an integrated maritime picture based on the real-time 
fusion of VMS, Automatic Identification System (AIS) and other maritime related data, such as sightings. It 
is proving to be a useful tool that greatly contributes to the operational risk assessment. Cooperation of 
EFCA in the context of Coastguard function has allowed to identify serious PNCs in non EU waters in 
recent years. 

3.2.3 Control of caging operations 

The EU has been at the forefront of focusing towards controls of the caging stage and using modern 
technologies to implement these controls in an effective way. The specific measures adopted, including 
those under Annex 9 of Rec. [17-07], are to a large extent a reflection of the experience of EU control 
authorities in implementing the stereoscopic program in EU farms. As in previous years, in 2018 100% of 
caging operations will be controlled using stereoscopic cameras.  

3.2.4 Member States annual Inspection plans  

Under Article 53 of Regulation (EU) 2016/1627 transposing para 8 of Rec. [14-04] replaced by Rec. [17-
07] (for inspection plans) into EU law, each EU Member State concerned has developed and submitted a 
2018 ICCAT Inspection plan as part of its National Control Action programme for Bluefin tuna. These are 
extensive programmes containing the resources and inspection strategies Member States commit to 
implement within their jurisdiction. These programmes, as required under the Specific Control and 
Inspection Programme (see above), include a series of inspection 'benchmarks' consistent with:  
 
a) the full monitoring of caging operations taking place in EU waters; 
 
b) the full monitoring of transfer operations; 
 
c)  the full monitoring of joint fishing operations; 
 
d)  a minimum percentage of sea inspections on vessels depending on the risk identified for the 
 sector. 
 
These National Programmes are in full accordance with the conservation and management measures 
adopted in Recommendation [17-07].   

4. Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
The transmission of Capacity management plans as set up by para 8 of Rec. [17-07] has been transposed 
into EU law by Article 6 of Regulation (EU) 2016/1627. Under this Article, each Member State with a 
Bluefin tuna quota shall transmit its plan to the European Commission which integrates them into an EU 
Capacity management plan for transmission to ICCAT. The EU Capacity management plan is included 
below. 
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Tuna Vessel Fleet Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best catch 
rates 

defined by 
the SCRS 

(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70,70 38 35 23 20 20 20 18 18 21 17 37  2685 2473 1625 1413 1413 1413 1272 1272 1485 1272 2616 
Purse seiner between 24 
and 40m 49,78 91 44 28 18 18 18 25 26 24 29 17 4530 2190 1394 896 896 896 1245 1294 1195 1393 846 

Purse seiners less than 
24m 33,68 112 8 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 3 4 3772 269 0 0 0 0 67 34 67 101 135 

Total Purse Seine Fleet   241 87 51 38 38 38 45 45 47 49 58 10987 4933 3019 2309 2309 2309 2584 2600 2747 2767 3597 

Longliner over 40m 25                 0 0 0                 0 0 0 
Longliner between  
24 and 40m 5,68 7 13 15 10 8 6 6 5 5 1 12 40 74 85 57 45 34 34 28 28 5 68 

Longliner less than 24m 5 329 194 191 168 90 89 104 136 142 94 127 1645 970 955 840 450 445 520 680 710 470 635 

Total Longline Fleet  336 207 206 178 98 95 110 141 147 95 139 1685 1044 1040 897 495 479 554 708 738 475 703 

Baitboat 19,8 68 69 69 68 68 68 22 23 75 62 88 1343 1363 1363 1343 1343 1343 435 454 1485 1227 1742 

Handline 5 101 38 31 31 31 31 101 42 40 42 46 505 190 155 155 155 155 505 210 200 210 230 

Trawler 10 160 72 78 60 60 57 57 57 51 57 57 1600 720 780 600 600 570 570 570 510 570 570 

Trap 130 15 15 13 13 12 14 12 14 14 12 12 1950 1950 1690 1690 1560 1820 1560 1820 1820 1560 1560 

Other (please specify) 5 253 382 376 222 154 135 253 398 317 465 715 1265 1910 1880 1110 770 675 1265 1990 1585 2325 3575 

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity    1174 870 824 610 461 438 600 720 691 782 

 
1115

  
19335 12109 9927 8104 7233 7351 7473 8352 9085 9135 11977 

Quota               17044 16523 7981 7642 7642 7939 7939 9373 11204 13451.4 15850 
Adjusted  quota  
(if applicable)              16211 12548 7481 6132 6132 7939 7939 9373 11204 13451.4 15850 

Allowance for 
sport/recreational  
(if applicable) 

                    
  

                    

Under/overcapacity                       -3124 438 -2446 -1972 -1100 587 466 1021 2118 4315.6 3873 
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ICELAND 
 
Introduction 
 
The Icelandic Fishing Act is the legal basis for the Icelandic Fisheries management system that is an ITQ 
system for all the most important fisheries (around 98% by landed value). All Icelandic fishing vessels are 
required to have a general fishing permit and a sufficient quota for all expected catches before leaving 
port. Iceland manages over a million tonnes of commercial fisheries every year with ITQs with mandatory 
weighing of all catches at landing.  
 
The EA-bluefin tuna quota of Iceland for the year 2018 is 84 tonnes. The quota will be allocated to one 
longline vessel 80 tonnes, and 4 tonnes will be reserved for incidental bycatches by other Icelandic fishing 
vessels. Icelandic authorities will adjust the quota of the longliner if bycatches exceed 4 tonnes in 2018.  
 
 
Fishing plan  
 
There is no designated bluefin tuna fishing fleet in Iceland. The Icelandic fisheries management system is 
based on ITQs and all fishing vessels need a general fishing permit and a sufficient quota for the expected 
catch before leaving port for any fishing. Therefore there are no “designated vessels” for tuna fisheries as 
vessels that can apply for BFT licence engage in bluefin tuna fisheries for a few weeks every year. 
 
In 2018 the Icelandic fisheries authorities will issue a fishing licence for directed bluefin tuna to one 
Icelandic longline fishing vessel.  
 
In 2018 the Icelandic bluefin tuna quota will be allocated as follows: 
 

- One longline vessel will be allocated 80 tonnes of bluefin tuna. 
- 4 tonnes of bluefin tuna will be reserved for incidental bycatches by the Icelandic fishing fleet. 

 
The longliner will be allocated an individual, non-transferrable quota. Iceland manages over a million 
tonnes of commercial fisheries every year with ITQs and weighing of all catches at landing. The 
Directorate keeps records of all allocated quota and all landings, quota uptake by each vessel is updated 
after landing in an online landing registration to the Directorate. 
 
All catches shall be landed in Icelandic designated ports, with an inspector from the Directorate of 
Fisheries present.  
 
No transhipments are allowed. 
 
Inspectors from the Directorate of Fisheries in Iceland shall be present on board the longliner for at least 
20% of the fishing operations. The vessel needs written permission from the Directorate before leaving 
port without an inspector.  
 
The Marine and Freshwater Research Institute in Iceland will advise the Directorate on the relevant 
training and sampling methods for the inspectors to collect biological data. Biological data will also be 
collected at landing by the Directorate and MFRI. 
 
The longline fishing season starts 1 August and ends 31 December. The fishing area is south of Iceland in 
the NE-Atlantic West of l0°W and North of 42°N. The vessel is required to have a general fishing licence 
and sufficient quota for other species within the Icelandic EEZ to allow for incidental bycatches of other 
species. When the vessel intends to utilize the bluefin tuna quota it shall notify the Directorate of Fisheries 
in Iceland and thereby undergo the management regime of ICCAT. As soon as the individual quota is 
fished the bluefin tuna fishing licence expires. The Icelandic authorities will close the fisheries when the 
quota is reached or the vessel notifies of an end to fishing operations in 2018.  
 
All Icelandic vessels are equipped with a VMS system and are required to transmit on an hourly basis, VMS 
notifications by the longline vessel will be transmitted to ICCAT every 4 hours.  
 
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

52 

In 2015 the Directorate of Fisheries in Iceland implemented the eBCD system and intends to issue all 
certificates 2018 electronically.  
 
All landings of bluefin tuna will be monitored by an inspector from the Directorate. All Icelandic catches 
are weighed at landing and registered into the Directorate’s online database.  
 
Relevant requirements of ICCAT Recommendations on EA-bluefin tuna fisheries are implemented in a 
special bluefin regulation issued each year by the Minister of Fisheries and Aquaculture in Iceland. 
 

 
ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC 
actions taken to 

implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

BFT longliner with 
Electronic Logbook, 
all landings 
monitored by 
inspector and 
recorded in online 
database of the 
Directorate of 
Fisheries. 

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

2. Fishing Seasons (para. 18-23) 1 August – 31 
December in NE-
Atlantic  West of l0°W 
and North of 42°N. 

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

3. Minimum size (para. 26-28) Undersized fish to be 
released alive, 
discards banned, if 
dead to be landed and 
recorded. 

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) Discards of 
commercial species 
are banned by the 
Icelandic fleet and all 
commercial catches 
must be landed. All 
catches of commercial 
and non-commercial 
species must be 
registered in 
logbooks. In 2018, 4 t 
of BFT quota will be 
reserved to account 
for incidental 
bycatches by the 
Icelandic fleet.  

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

5. Recreational and sports fisheries 
(para, 30-34) 

No recreational or 
any other directed 
fisheries for EA-BFT 
will be allowed in 
2018.  

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 
 
 
 
 
 

Transhipment is not 
allowed. 

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 
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7. VMS (para. 87) All Icelandic fishing 
vessels are equipped 
with a VMS system 
and required to 
transmit on an hourly 
basis, VMS 
notifications by the 
longline vessel will be 
transmitted to ICCAT 
every 4 hours.  

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) There are no 
observers in Iceland, 
only inspectors that 
are full time 
employees of the 
Directorate of 
Fisheries. Inspectors 
shall be present on 
board for at least 20% 
of the fishing 
operations. The vessel 
needs written 
permission from the 
Directorate before 
leaving port without 
an inspector.  

Icelandic Fisheries 
Act, Regulation on 
BFT fisheries 2018. 

 

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

Only longline 
fisheries, no RO. 

  

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging program 

   

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Longline vessel needs a written permission from the Directorate of Fisheries to leave port for bluefin tuna 
fishing without an inspector onboard from the Directorate. Required coverage is at least 20% of the 
fishing operations in days. Inspectors from the Directorate are present at all landings of BFT.  
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Iceland only authorizes one longline vessel and is not required to be part of an ICCAT International 
inspection plan. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
See table. 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET

Type 
Best catch rates 
defined by the 
SCRS (t)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7
Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 49.78
Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68
Total Purse Seine  Fleet 

Longliner over 40m 25 1 1 1 1 1 1 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00

Longliner between 24 and 40m 5.68 2 1 1 1 11.36 5.68 5.68 5.68

Longliner less than 24m 5
Total Longline Fleet 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Baitboat 19.8
Handline 5
Trawler 10 1 10
Trap 130
Other  (please specify) 5

Total fleet/fishing capacity 1 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12.00 0.00 11.36 5.68 5.68 5.68 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00 25.00
Quota 51.53 49.72 31.20 29.80 29.82 30.97 30.36 36.57 43.71 52.48 84.00
Adjusted  quota (if applicable) 0.72 78.80
Allowance for sport/recreational (if applicable) 2.00 2.00 2.00
Undercapacity 39.53 0.72 19.84 73.12 24.14 23.29 3.36 9.57 18.71 27.48 59.00

Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity
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JAPAN  
 
Introduction 
 
Japan’s quota for 2018 fishing season (from August 1, 2018 to July 31, 2019) is 2,279 t. All Japanese fishing 
vessels catching bluefin tuna (BFT) in the Eastern Atlantic are large scale tuna longline fishing vessels 
(LSTLVs). The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, having been entrusted competence by the 
Fisheries Law, has introduced the Ministerial Ordinance to introduce a legally binding management 
system including individual quotas. 
 
 
Fishing plan  
 
The Minister will license LSTLVs to catch BFT for the 2018 fishing season as soon as those vessels are 
selected. Although the number of licensed LSTLVs in 2018 is not confirmed at this stage, it shall be less 
than 49, which is the number of fishing vessels that fished for, retained on board, transshipped, 
transported, or landed bluefin tuna during the period January 1, 2007 to July 1, 2008, in accordance with 
the para 37. Once the number of vessels is confirmed, FAJ will inform the vessel name, quantities of 
individual quotas and other necessary information to the ICCAT Secretariat at the latest 15 days before 
the Japanese fishing campaign begins. The Japanese fishing campaign starts from August 1 and ends 
July 31. 
 
The Minister requires fishing operators to report a daily BFT catch (including zero catch report) by the 
end of the next day in accordance with the Ordinance. Such report has to contain relevant 
information/data including the date, time, location (latitude and longitude), number of catch, type of 
product, individual BFT weights and tag numbers. FAJ monitors the catch of individual vessels based on 
each vessel’s quota and catch report. If a BFT is a dead discard, it is deducted from Japan’s quota. Japan 
will make a reserved quota to address the dead discards. The amount of the reserved quota will be 
decided when the Minister issues licenses to fishermen to fish for BFT. 
 
Landing at overseas ports are prohibited by the Ministerial Ordinance. The Ministerial Ordinance only 
allows to land at ten domestic ports designated by the Ordinance. At the ten ports, landing of BFT will be 
inspected 100% by government official inspectors who will check the total weight and tags, count the 
number of BFT and compare the collected information with the previously reported data including daily 
reports. 
 
All fishing vessels operate in almost the same period between September and November every year 
without entering ports during the period. Therefore, the observers are on board of the designated BFT 
vessels during their entire fishing trips for BFT. This means that temporal representation is secured. In 
addition, the fishing ground of bluefin tuna is located in a very limited area off Ireland. We believe that 
there should be little concern about spatial representation under such condition. 
 

 
ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC actions 
taken to implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

The Minister requires 
fishing operators to report 
a daily BFT catch 
(including zero catch 
report) by the end of the 
next day. The Minister 
also requires the 
operators to maintain a 
bound or electronic 
fishing logbook of their 
operation. 
 
 

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 
24-1 
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2. Fishing Seasons (para. 18-23) The Minister prohibits 
fishing operators from 
BFT fishing in the area 
delimited by West of 10°
W and North of 42°N 
during the period from 
February 1 to July 31 and 
in other areas during the 
period from June 1 to 
December 31. 

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 17 

 

3. Minimum size (para. 26-28) The Minister prohibits 
fishing operators from 
catching BFT weighing 
less than 30 kg. 
However, the Minister 
may authorize the 
operators to catch 
incidentally the maximum 
5% of BFT weighting 
between 8 and 30 kg. If 
the percentage of the 
small BFT catch exceeds 
5%, the excess fish must 
be released and the 
amount of dead discards 
will be deducted from the 
reserved quota. 

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 17 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) The Minister prohibits the 
vessels without BFT quota 
from catching, 
transshipping or landing 
of BFT. 
If bycatch occurs, the 
amount of dead discards 
will be deducted from the 
reserved quota. 

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 57  

 

5. Recreational and sports fisheries 
(para, 30-34) 

No recreational or sport 
fishing vessels in the 
ICCAT area. 

N.A.  

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

The Minister prohibits 
transshipment of BFT at 
sea and only allows 
transshipment at ports 
registered on the ICCAT 
website with prior 
authorization. 

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 59 

 

7. VMS (para. 87) The Minister requires 
fishing vessels to be 
equipped with an 
autonomous system able 
to automatically transmit 
a message and to transmit 
the data every four hours 
to FAJ. 
FAJ transmits the VMS 
data from fishing vessels 
and other vessels for BFT 
to the ICCAT Secretariat.  
 

Ministerial 
ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 
24-2 

 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 
 

57 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) FAJ will ensure the 
observers coverage 
onboard at 20% or more 
of its LSTLVs which are 
allocated BFT quotas. 

N.A.  

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

Japanese fishing vessels 
catching BFT are not 
purse seiner and Japan 
has no registered farming 
facilities for E-BFT. 

N.A.  

10. tagging program The Minister requires 
fishing operators to put a 
plastic tag on individual 
BFT for identification.  

Ministerial 
Ordinance of the 
Minister of 
Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries, Article 58 

 

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
FAJ, as the authorized government agency, will dispatch one inspection vessel to the Atlantic Ocean in 
2018. All landings of BFT are limited to ten domestic ports and are subjected to 100% inspection at the 
ports by government inspectors. 
 
In the case that a violation is discovered, the Minister will impose a penalty on the fishing operator, which 
could include both port confinement and five years’ suspension in allocation of BFT individual quota. 
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Japan, as a CPC having more than 15 BFT fishing vessels, will have its own inspection vessel in the 
Convention area when its BFT fishing vessels are operating in the Convention area. 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
The Minister will allocate to each LSTLV an individual quota that is more than the recommended catch 
amount (i.e. 25 t per LSTLV over 40 m) estimated by the SCRS (see Table 1). Thus, Japan, having 
accomplished the obligation on capacity adjustment provided in Rec. 14-04 (Rec. 17-07), will ensure that 
its fishing capacity is commensurate with its allocated quota. 
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Table 1. 
 

 
 
 
 

Type 
Best catch rates 
defined by the 
SCRS (t)

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Purse seiner over 40m 70.70
Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 49.78
Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68
Total Purse Seine  Fleet 
Longliner over 40m 25 49 33 22 22 20 22 22 28 31 33 49* 1,225 825 550 550 500 550 550 700 775 825 1225*
Longliner between 24 and 40m 5.68
Longliner less than 24m 5
Total Longline Fleet 49 33 22 22 20 22 22 28 31 33 49* 1,225 825 550 550 500 550 550 700 775 825 1225*
Baitboat 19.8
Handline 5
Trawler 10
Trap 130
Other  (please specify) 5

Total fleet/fishing capacity 49 33 22 22 20 22 22 28 31 33 49* 1,225 825 550 550 500 550 550 700 775 825 1225*
Quota 2430.54 1871.44 1148.05 1097.03 1097.03 1139.55 1139.55 1345.44 1608.21 1930.88 2279.00
Adjusted  quota (if applicable) 2430.54 1871.44 1148.05 1097.03 1097.03 1139.55 1139.55 1390.44 1583.21 1910.88 2279.00
Allowance for sport/recreational (if applicable)

Under/overcapacity 1,206 1,046 598 547 597 590 590 690 808 1,086 1,054*

* The figures are provisional. Once the number of vessels and reserved quotas are confirmed, these figures will be revised and communicated to the Secretariat (please refer to the main text).

TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity
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KOREA  
 
Introduction 
 
At the 25th Regular Meeting of ICCAT (Marrakesh, November 2017), it was decided to allocate 160 t of 
bluefin tuna quota to the Republic of Korea for 2018. However, in accordance with the paragraph 5(b) of 
the Recommendation 14-04 (17-07), Chinese Taipei annually transferred 50 t of its quota to Korea in 
2018, 2019 and 2020 respectively. Taking into account of abovementioned transfer, Korea has 210 t of 
quota for 2018. Please refer to the following Korea’s BFT quota in 2018, 2019 and 2020. 

 

Year 2018 2019 2020 
Original quota 160 t 167 t 180 t 
Adjusted quota 210 t (160+50) 217 t (167 + 50) 230 t (180 + 50) 

 

The authorized fishing vessels catching BFT in the eastern Atlantic will be tentatively two to four large-
scale tuna longline vessels (LSTLV). The fisheries work is governed by the Distant Water Fisheries 
Development Act. 
 
Fishing plan  
 
Number of authorized fishing vessels and fishing season 
 
The authorized fishing vessels catching BFT in the eastern Atlantic will be tentatively two to four large-
scale tuna longline vessels (LSTLV). The fishing season is scheduled to be from 1 September to 
30 November 2018. The Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF) will authorize longliners to catch BFT for 
the 2018 fishing year with individual quotas as soon as those vessels are selected. MOF will inform the 
ICCAT Secretariat of the name of vessels, the amount of individual quotas and other necessary information 
at the latest 15 days before the beginning of the fishing season. 
 
Communication and reporting of catches 
 
Authorized fishing vessels are required to report their daily catch (including zero catch report) to MOF by 
the end of the next day of their catch. Such report has to contain relevant information/data including the 
date, time, location (latitude and longitude), number of catch, individual bluefin tuna weight etc. Korea 
will submit weekly and monthly catch reports to the Secretariat. MOF monitors up-to-date status of catch 
against individual quota on a vessel-by-vessel basis based on their daily reports. 
 
VMS, transshipment, observer and tagging program 
 
Vessels shall be equipped with a full-time operational VMS on board, and shall be tracked and report VMS 
data to the ICCAT Secretariat well as the Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) of the Republic of Korea every 
hour. BFT fishing vessels shall only transship bluefin tuna catches in ICCAT-registered ports with the prior 
authorization. MOF will deploy 100% observer coverage for Korean-flagged vessels to which BFT quotas 
will be allocated during their fishing season. BFT catching vessels will affix a valid plastic tag to each BFT 
brought on board. 
 
By-catch management and eBCD 
 

The Korean government has instructed that Korean vessels that do not target bluefin tuna shall not retain 
bluefin bycatches that exceed 5% of the total catch in terms of weight and/or number in accordance with 
paragraph 29 of Recommendation 14-04 (17-07). In practice, Korean vessels that do not target bluefin 
tuna do not usually fish in the upper latitude where bluefin tuna occur, and therefore there is practically 
nil by-catch of bluefin tuna by those vessels. The amount of any by-catch will be deducted from Korea’s 
quota and these data will be reported to ICCAT. According to Recommendation 15-10, Korea has 
implemented its eBCD system since 1 May 2016 on a mandatory basis. 2% of Korea’s quota will be 
reserved for possible bycatch of under-sized fish. 
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ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04) 

 
Explanation of CPC actions taken to 

implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

 
Note 

1. Catch recording and 
reporting 
(para. 61-67, 69) 

The masters of authorized longline 
fishing vessels will keep a bound 
logbook of their operation and 
record all necessary information. 
Weekly and monthly catch reports 
will be submitted. Korea will 
inform the Secretariat when its 
bluefin fishery is closed due to 
exhaustion of quota. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2, 16 

 

2. Fishing Seasons (para.18-
23) 

Korean longline vessels will be 
scheduled to catch BFT from 1 
September 2018 to 30 November 
2018. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2 

 

3. Minimum size (para. 26-
28) 

Korean BFT catching vessels are 
prohibited from catching bluefin 
tuna weighing less than 30 kg or 
with fork length less than 115 cm. 
But if a minimum size of BFT is 
caught as by-catch and dead 
discard, it will be deducted from 
Korea’s quota. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) There is practically nil bycatch of 
bluefin tuna by those vessels. But 
when by-catch occurs this will be 
deducted from Korea’s quota. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2 

 

5. Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para, 30-34) 

Not applicable. N.A.  

6. Transshipment 
(para. 58-60) 

Transshipment at sea is prohibited 
but takes place in designated ports. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2, 16 

 

7. VMS (para. 87) The MOF requires fishing vessels to 
be equipped with VMS able to 
automatically transmit a message 
and to transmit the data every 
1 hour to FMC.  
FMC transmits the VMS data from 
fishing vessels and other vessels 
for BFT to the ICCAT Secretariat. 
The transmission of VMS data to 
the Secretariat will start at least 15 
days before the authorization and 
will continue at least 15 days after 
the period of authorization. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1, 13-2, 15 

 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) National observer with 100% will 
be deployed on board. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1,13-2, 21 

 

9. Regional observer 
(para. 89-90) 

Not applicable. N.A.  

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging program 

BFT catching vessels will affix a 
valid plastic tag to each BFT 
brought on board. 

Distant Water 
Fisheries 
Development Act, 
Article 13-1 
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Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
When a ship laden with overseas catches intends to enter a domestic port, it shall submit an entry report 
to MOF prior to the scheduled entry. In particular, a ship is subject to port inspection when it is loaded 
with fish species managed by RFMOs including ICCAT.  
 
As operating under 15 fishing vessels, Korea is not entitled to paragraph 99 of Rec. 14-04 providing that 
any CPCs with 15 fishing vessels or more shall operate its own inspection vessel or joint inspection vessel 
operated with other CPCs.  
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Korea has no inspection vessel to join the ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
Taking into account the catch rate by the SCRS and allocated quota in 2018, Korea may be authorized with 
7 longline vessels (over 40 m) which are commensurate with its fishing capacity. However, Korea will 
limit the number of authorized BFT fishing vessels to four or less this year. Please refer to the separate 
attachment providing the number of fishing vessels and the corresponding fishing capacity. 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best 
catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Purse seiner between 24 
and 40m 49.78 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Purse seiners less than 
24m 33.68 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 33.68  33.68  33.68   33.68   33.68  33.68   33.68   0  -  -  -  

Total Purse Seine  Fleet    1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 33.68  33.68  33.68   33.68   33.68  33.68   33.68   0  -  -  -  

Longliner over 40m 25 - - - - - - - - 2 4 4 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  50  100  100  

Longliner between 24 
and 40m 5.68 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Longliner less than 24m 5 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Total Longline Fleet   - - - - - - - - 2 4 4 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  50  100  100  

Baitboat 19.8 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Handline 5 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Trawler 10 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Trap 130 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Other (please specify) 5 -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity    1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 2 4 4 33.68  33.68  33.68   33.68   33.68  33.68   33.68   0  50  100  100  

Quota     335.00 132.26  81.14 77.53 77.53 80.53 80.53 95.08 113.66  136.46  160   335.00 132.26  81.14 77.53 77.53 80.53 80.53 95.08 113.66  136.46  160  

Adjusted  quota (if 
applicable)    335.00 132.26  81.14 77.53 77.53 80.53 80.53 0.08  163.66   181.46 210   335.00 132.26  81.14 77.53 77.53 80.53 80.53 0.08  163.66   181.46 210  

Allowance for 
sport/recreational (if 
applicable) 

  -   - -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Under/overcapacity                         (301.32)  (98.58)  (47.46)  (43.85) (43.85)  (46.85) (46.85)  (0.08)  (113.66)  (81.46)  (110)  
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LIBYA  
 
1. Introduction 
 
In accordance with ICCAT Recommendation 14-04 and 17-07, amending ICCAT Rec. 13.07 and, taking into 
consideration ICCAT Rec. 16-24, Libya presents its Bluefin Tuna Fishing, Inspection and Capacity 
Management Plan for the 2018 fishing season. 
 
National legislation has adopted ICCAT Recommendations, management and control measures. 
 
Libya has, over the last years, been going through a difficult and, at times painful, political transition 
however the management of the E-BFT activities have been conducted in a correct manner and the EBCD 
system was adopted and implemented successfully; Libya is fully committed to conduct this fishing season 
in the line with the pertinent ICCAT resolutions and recommendations. 
 
2. Fishing plan  
 
2.1 Fishing Vessels 
 
The number of fishing vessels which will participate in EBFT catching for the 2018 Season in the East 
Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea are 14 (fourteen) purse-seiners, these authorized vessels shall be 
allocated an individual quota taking into consideration SCRS best catch rate. 
 
No longliners and recreational fishing will participate in 2018 fishing season. 
 
The total number of ‘Other’ vessels that will participate in the 2018 bluefin fishing season shall be a 
maximum of (12) (twelve) vessels with no fishing gear on board for the purpose of towing cages and 
providing other support services. 
 
2.2 Methodology used for quota allocation and management  
 
Individual quotas for each of the authorized vessel will be distributed in accordance with national 
distribution criteria. 
 
Fishing vessels having been allocated an individual quota but not on the catching vessel list for the 2018 
E‐BFT fishing season shall be given the right to transfer their individual quota to other fishing vessels.
  
The total catch allowed to Libya for 2018 is 1,846 t. [Rec. 17-07, para. 5] and Libya has agreed to transfer 
46t to Algeria; 1,796.9 t shall be allocated to the 14 (fourteen) purse-seiners over 24 m that shall be 
authorized to fish for BFT in 2018 and 3.1 t are to be kept as a reserve for any incidental or by-catch that 
might occur in the artisanal fleet or overruns of quota in the purse-seiner fleets. 
 

Adjusted quota Original 
Quota Allocated quota Fishing groups/ 

Authorized catching vessels 
[1846 -46]t = 1,800 t 1,846 t 1,796.2 t Fourteen purse seiners: 24-40m 

 
The list of vessels and their individual quotas will be notified to the ICCAT Secretariat within the required 
deadline [Rec. 17-07 para. 52], and any changes to this vessels list will be transmitted to ICCAT Secretariat 
immediately and also in accordance with pertinent ICCAT recommendations. 
 
2.3 Measures to compliance with quotas 
 
The authorized catching vessels can operate individually or carry out their activity in working groups 
(Joint Fishing Operations) and the details of these JFOs and their respective allocation keys will be notified 
to ICCAT Secretariat within the stipulated time frame.  
 
Respecting individual quota limits shall be monitored by fishery authorities and cross checking with ROPs 
on board fishing vessels. 
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All vessels or JFOs whose quota is exhausted shall be ordered back to port immediately.  
 
No JFOs with other CPCs   are envisaged for 2018.  
 
Libya shall have no trap and farming Activity in fishing season 2018.  
  
All fishing vessels catching BFT shall adhere to the eBCD system. 
 
2.4 Enforcement of Fishing Plan 
 
Regulations 
 
Ministerial Decree #205/2013 (Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and Marine wealth) amending the 
decree #61/2010, transposing Recommendation 13-07 which amended by Rec. 14-04 to establish a 
Multiannual Recovery Plan for BFT in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. 
 
Law #14/1989 which organizes the Fishery and Aquaculture in Libya.  
 
Other official Acts organize and manage BFT Licenses.    
 
Licensing 
 
Individual fishing permit shall be issued by fishery authority based upon Decree #205/2013 (Articles 1, 3, 
4, 5, 6, & 7) for each vessel authorized to fish BFT in 2018 specifying  the season dates and minimum sizes 
as per Rec. 17-07.  
 
*Area of fishing (East Atlantic and Med-Sea, Art. 3/Decree #205/2013).  
*Individual Quota allocated Acc. (Art. 11/Decree, #205/2013).  
*Log Book required on board Acc. (Art. 28/Decree, #205/2013). 
 
Market measures 
 
Foreign and domestic trade, landings, imports, exports of dead BFT or transfers of live BFT to cages shall 
only be allowed if accompanied by accurate, complete and validated BCD/eBCD (Art. 21 & 24/Decree 
#205/2013). 
 
Sampling requirements 
 
All catch transfers will be documented by video footage. 
 
At the time of transfer of live fish to towing cages, certain percentages of fish transferred could be 
randomly sampled and killed. 
 
Libya shall require all operators of purse seine to transfer their catches only to farming units in CPCs that 
can guarantee the utilization of stereoscopic systems for assessments of live fish on arrival of towing cages 
to their farms.  
 
Imposing Sanction 
 
Any non-compliance to the regulations regarding bluefin fishing operations shall lead to penalties stated 
in Decree #205/2013/Art. 17 (confiscation of fishing gear, releasing catches, suspending or withdrawal of 
license, decrease or withdrawal of individual quota). 
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ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC actions taken to 
implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws 
or regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and 
reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

-Masters of vessels active in the BFT 
fishery shall maintain a 
bound/electronic log book and 
observe procedures as set out in 
Annex 2 of Rec. 17-07. In accordance 
with Para 66 & 67 of Rec. 17-07 
weekly and monthly catch reports 
(including zero catch report) of all 
authorized Libyan vessels active in 
BFT catch shall be transmitted to 
ICCAT Secretariat in accordance with 
the format set for this purpose. 

(Art. 20/ 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 

 

2. Fishing Seasons  
(para. 18-23) 

Purse seiners are only authorized to 
catch EBFT in eastern Atlantic and 
Med. Sea in period (26 May-24 June)  
Notification of close of season will be 
sent to ICCAT Secretariat.  

Decree 
#205/2013 

 

3. Minimum size  
(para. 26-28) 

- Catching, retaining, landing, 
transshipping, transferring, selling, 
displaying for sale BFT weighing less 
than 30kg is prohibited. 
-  Any incidental catch of max. 5% 
weighing between 8-30 kg as well as 
any dead discards below the 
minimum size shall be counted 
against the Libyan quota. 

(Art. 15 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 
 
 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) With regard to by‐catch 
management, Libyan fishing vessels 
should release bluefin tuna caught as 
by-catch. 
The amount of by‐catch discarded 
indicating alive or dead status. 
should be reported to the authority 
immediately, and these data will be 
reported to ICCAT. All by‐catch will 
be deducted from the quota of Libya. 

Decree 
#205/2013 

 

5. Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para. 30-34) 

No recreational and sport fisheries 
are allowed. 
 

Decree 
#205/2015  

 

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

- Transshipment at sea is prohibited. 
- BFT fishing vessels shall only land/ 
transship BFT catches in ports 
designated by fishery authorities 
(Al-khums, Tripoli, Misurata and 
Tubrok) ports. 
- All vessels entering any of these 
ports for landing or transshipping 
shall seek a pre-entry permission 
from port authorities). 
-All landings of BFT shall be 
inspected by port and fishery 
authorities and inform the fishing 
vessel flag state with a report. 
 
 

(Art. 22/ 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 
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7. VMS (para. 87)  All fishing vessels and other vessels 
active in BFT fishing shall equipped 
with a full active VMS; the 
transmission of data shall start 15 
days before their period of 
authorization and continue 15 days 
after the authorization period.  
- Fishery authority will regularly 
monitor the status of VMS 
transmission on basis of at least 
every four (4) hours and any 
interruption of transmission will be 
acted upon immediately to 
investigate and solve the problem; if 
said problem is not resolved within 
24 hrs vessel will be recalled to port. 

Decree #205/ 
2013/Art. 18) 
(transmission 
starts 15 days 
before 
authorization 
and continues 
15 days after 
end of fishing 
campaign). 

 
VMS 
providers 
shall 
regularly 
transmit 
the data 
to ICCAT 
and to 
fishing 
authority.    

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) National observers shall cover 100% 
activity of towing and auxiliary 
vessels. 
No national observers onboard of 
fishing vessels. 

(Art. 14/ 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 

 

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

Regional observers shall be placed 
on board all PS vessels authorized to 
fish BFT in season 2018. 
All authorized PS vessels shall have 
full deployment (100%) of ROP.  
 

(Art. 14/ 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 

 

10 Use of aircraft 
(para. 25) 

Use of airplanes or helicopters to 
search for BFT is prohibited  

(Art. 10/ 
Decree #205/ 
2013) 

 

 
 
3. Inspection Plan 
 
3.1 National inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Controlling and monitoring of fisheries activities in Libya are governed by Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Act #14/1989, Decree #205/2013, transposing Rec. 14-04/para. 97/Annex (7). The Coast Guard and Port 
Security Act #229/2005 and considers the core legal documents which defines activities and actions 
which are to be considered infringements of fishery policy. 
 
Fishing inspection will be implemented by fishing inspectors from the fisheries authority and coast guard 
personnel and in coordination with port authority. 
 
Coast guard shall cooperate in surveillance and control at sea all activities linked with fisheries inspection 
planned and coordinated with consent of fishery authority. 
 
Central control room shall be operational during the 2018 BFT fishing season to supervise the monitoring 
of fishing activities. 
 
The law envisages the sanctions and penalties and other severe provisions such as loss of license or arrest 
of vessel in cases of infringements. 
  
3.2 Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Libya does not participate in the scheme of Joint International Inspection. 
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4. Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
Libya has constantly reduced its fishing capacity in accordance with ICCAT measures requirements and its 
fishing capacity is commensurate with its allocated quota (Table 1).   
 
The Fishing Capacity and Management Plan indicates this state of facts of reduced capacity also in fishing 
season 2018. 
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Table 1. Fishing Capacity Management Plan for Libya – 2018. 
     TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels)  Fishing capacity 

Type Best catch 
rates 

defined 
by the 

SCRS (t) 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
 Purse seiner 

over 40m 70.70 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

0 71 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

PS(24-40)m 49.78 31 30 29 21 18 17 17 14 14 14 
 

14 1543 1493 1444 1045 896 846 846 696 696 696 697 

PS<24m 33.68 1 1 1       0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

0 34 34 34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

Total PS fleet 
 

33 31 30 21 18 17 17 14 14 14 
 

14 1648 1527 1478 1045 896 846 846 696 696 696 697 
 Longliner 

>40m 25 5 4 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 
0 

125 100 50 50 50 25 25 0 0 0 0 
 LL(24-40)m 5.68 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Longliner 

<24m 
 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Total LL fleet   5 4 2 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 125 100 50 50 50 25 25 0 0 0 0 
 Total fleet 

capacity   38 35 32 23 20 18 18 14 14 14 
 

14 1773 1627 1528 1095 946 871 871 696 696 696 697  
Quota                1237 947 581 903* 903 938 938 1107 1323 1588 1846    
Adjusted 
quota               1237 1092 726 903 903 938 938 1157 1373 1638 1797    
Sport/ 
recreational   

 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0   

Under/over 
capacity   

   
 

 -536 -535 -802 -192 -43 67 67 461 677 942 1,100    
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MOROCCO  
 
Introduction 
 
In accordance with the fishing allocations adopted by ICCAT at its annual meeting held in Geneva in 
November 2014, the national quota for 2018, which was fixed at 2,578 t, will be distributed among the 
operational segments, i.e. traps, two high seas purse seiners targeting bluefin tuna, artisanal boats and 
coastal vessels that take bluefin tuna as by-catch. 
 
The general framework of this plan is identical to that submitted to ICCAT for the 2017 fishing campaign. 
 
Fishing plan 
 
A quota level will be set for each of the segments by the administration in accordance with the ICCAT 
provisions on individual quotas, and will be communicated by the deadlines established by the 
Commission. 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the national fisheries capacity management plan, as established by 
Art. 35 to 45a of ICCAT Recommendation 17-07 amending Recommendation 14-04, the maximum fishing 
capacity authorised to target bluefin tuna directly breaks down as follows:  
 

- 15 traps; 
- 2 tuna purse seine vessels with LOA > 40 m ; and 
- Coastal fishing vessels and artisanal fishing boats authorised by the Moroccan administration to 

take bluefin tuna as by-catch during its migration period. As in the past, these catches will be 
deducted from the quota allocated to that segment. The fishing gears used by these vessels and 
artisanal boats are longline and handline. Catches taken by these vessels are recorded in the 
logbook as well as in the eBCD system. 

 
The bluefin tuna fishing quota for the 2018 fishing season is distributed as follows: 
 

- Traps: 2015 t; 
- Tuna purse seine vessels with LOA > 40 m: 254 t; 
- Artisanal and coastal fishery (longline and handline (HL and LL)): 272 t. 
- A reserve if set aside for the case of overshoot of the allocated quota: 37 t. 

 
Two bluefin tuna farming facilities will be authorised this year in accordance with conditions and specific 
methods which will be determined by the administration on the basis of the regulatory provisions in force. 
These two farming facilities are linked to authorised traps.  
 
Fishing conditions will be established within the framework of the annual management plan for the 
bluefin tuna fishery, which has been updated to take into account the new provisions of the eastern 
bluefin tuna recovery plan adopted by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas.  
 
Morocco undertakes to implement all provisions of Recommendation 17-07 amending 
Recommendation 14-04 during the 2018 fishing campaign which will start in April for the traps segment. 
 
The fishing plan will ensure compliance with the international provisions established within the 
framework of the Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean. 
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 ICCAT requirement (see Rec. 14-
04 amended by Rec. 17-07) 

Explanation of actions 
taken by the CPC for the 

purposes of 
implementation 

Legislation or 
relevant national 

regulations (if 
applicable) 

Note: 

1 Communication and 
reporting of catches 
(§ 61-67, 69) 

Tuna purse seine vessels 
have a logbook. 
Authorised catches of 
coastal fishing vessels and 
artisanal fishing boats are 
recorded in the logbook 
and in the eBCD system. 
For the third consecutive 
year, implementation of 
the electronic bluefin tuna 
catch documentation 
programme/eBCD. 
Transmission of weekly 
and monthly bluefin tuna 
catches. 
Dates of closure of the 
bluefin tuna fishery are 
reported to the ICCAT 
Secretariat.  

Ministerial Decision 
No. TR 01/18 of 5 
February 2018. 

 

2 Fishing seasons (§ 18-23) - Purse seine bluefin tuna 
fishing is authorised in the 
eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean from 26 
May to 24 June inclusive. 
- Handline bluefin tuna 
fishing is authorised in the 
eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean from 15 
June to 15 October 
inclusive. 
- There are no large 
pelagic longliners. 

Ministerial Decision 
No. TR 01/18 of 5 
February 2018. 

 

3 Minimum size (§ 26-28) It is prohibited to catch, 
retain onboard, tranship, 
transfer, land, store, sell, 
display or offer for sale 
bluefin tuna weighing less 
than 30 kg or with a fork 
length of less than 115 cm. 
 
All bluefin tuna that is 
smaller than the minimum 
size would be recorded 
and deducted from the 
quota allocated to 
Morocco. 

Ministerial Order 
No. 1154-88 of 
3 October 1988 (as 
amended and 
supplemented), 
which fixes the 
minimum trade size 
of individuals caught 
in Moroccan 
maritime waters. 
 
This order is also 
applicable to the high 
seas in the ICCAT 
Convention area.  

 

4 By-catch (§ 29) Vessels that take bluefin 
tuna as by-catch are 
authorised to retain, at any 
time, bluefin tuna 
representing less than 5% 
of the total annual catch in 
weight or number of 
specimens.  

Ministerial Decision 
No. TR 01/18 of 
5 February 2018. 
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As to by-catch, vessels are 
authorised by the 
Moroccan administration 
to take bluefin tuna as by-
catch (5%) and these 
catches are counted and 
deducted from the 
national quota allocated by 
ICCAT. 

5 Recreational and sports 
fisheries (§30-34) 

None.   

6 Transhipment (§ 58-60) Prohibition on at-sea 
transhipment.  

Dahir No. 1-14-95 of 
12 May 2014 
concerned with the 
promulgation of Law 
No. 15-12 on the 
prevention and fight 
against illegal, 
unreported and 
unregulated fishing 
and amending and 
supplementing the 
dahir concerned with 
Law No. 1-73-255 of 
27 chaoual 1393 
(23 November 1973) 
forming the 
regulation on 
maritime fishing. 

 

7 VMS (§ 87) Obligation to have 
onboard a functional 
positioning and tracking 
device.  
 
The VMS of vessels greater 
than 15 m are functional 
15 days before and 15 
days after the authorised 
fishing period. Authorised 
fishing vessels shall report 
their positions every two 
hours. 
 

Decree No. 2-09-674 
of 30 rabbi I 1431 
(17 March 2010) 
establishing the 
conditions and 
methods for 
installation and use 
onboard of fishing 
vessels of a 
positioning and 
tracking system 
which continues to 
use satellite 
communications to 
transmit data. 
(BO. No. 5826 of 
1 April 2010)  
Ministerial Order 
No. 3338-10 of 
16 December 2010 
on the fishing vessel 
positioning and 
tracking 
device/Ministerial 
Decision 
No  TR 01/18 of 
5 February 2018.  
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8 CPC observer (§ 88) Presence of onboard 
observers. 
Trap: 100%  
Farming facilities: transfer, 
caging and harvesting: 
100%. 

  

9 Regional observer 
(§ 89-90) 

Presence of onboard 
observers. 
Transfer of live bluefin 
tuna from the trap to the 
farming facilities: 100% 
and tuna purse seiners: 
100%. 

  

 Other requirements, such as 
tagging programme. 

   

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (§ 64, 99) 
 
Fishery monitoring, control and observation will be carried out in accordance with the national and 
international regulations in force through the use of the control and surveillance methodology for bluefin 
tuna fishery activities in 2018. 
 
This methodology is part of the framework for implementation of national maritime fishery control 
activities. It includes measures for compliance with ICCAT provisions on control and inspection, in 
particular, those of Recommendation 17-07 amending Recommendation 14-04. This methodology will 
therefore include measures related to the following actions: 
 
- Monitoring and control of fishing operations at traps, in particular through the presence of national 

observers at all traps during fishing; 
- Monitoring and control of landings of the coastal and artisanal fleet which must be effectively weighed 

before first sale. Compliance with the catch documentation system, which is implemented nationally, 
is also mandatory. This national documentation system enables control through direct systematic 
cross-checking between the catch declaration on landing and data from first sale, and is an additional 
tool for verifying validation of documents of the eBCD process; 

- In relation to live bluefin tuna caught by Moroccan traps, monitoring and control of transfer 
operations, caging operations in farming facilities as well as harvesting operations following fattening, 
carried out in particular in the presence of observers who video record the transfer operations using 
stereoscopic camera systems in accordance with the conditions established in Recommendation 17-
07 amending Recommendation 14-04; 

- VMS surveillance of relevant fishing vessels carried out by the FMC of the Fisheries Department with 
online real time availability of position data for the regional maritime fisheries administration 
(Maritime Fisheries Delegations); 

- Establishment of a procedure to report and record information regarding fishing, transfer and caging, 
in particular, through implementation of the catch documentation programme (eBCD); 

- Compliance with provisions on port inspection measures for foreign vessels, and fulfilment of 
international commitments by the Kingdom of Morocco with the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas.  

 
For vessels and traps targeting live bluefin tuna destined for farming, the stereoscopic camera systems 
will continue to be used for this fishing season, in accordance with the conditions provided for in ICCAT 
Recommendation 17‐07 amending Recommendation 14-04. 
 
At-sea surveillance is also performed by other authorities upon which powers have been conferred by the 
national regulation. 
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International joint inspection (§ 97 -98) 
 
The Kingdom of Morocco has two vessels that will operate outside the national EEZ. There will not be an 
inspection vessel. It should be noted that these two vessels will embark ICCAT observers, in accordance 
with the provisions of ICCAT recommendations. 
 
 
Capacity management plan (§ 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
See table. 
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*: to be reported. 
TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best 
catch 
rates 

defined 
by the 

SCRS (t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40 
m 70.7 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 70.7 70.7 70.7 70.7 70.7 70.7 70.7 70.7 141.4 141.4 141.4 

Purse seiner between 
24 and 40 m 49.78 3 3 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 149.4 149.4 0 99.6 0 49.8 49.8 49.8 0 0 0 

Purse seiner less 
than 24 m 33.68 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total purse seine 
fleet    4 5 1 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 220.1 253.8 70.7 170.3 70.7 120.5 120.5 120.5 141.4 141.4 141.4 

Longliner over 40 m 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Longliner between 
20m and 40m 5.68 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner less than 
24m 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total longline fleet   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Baitboat 19.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Handline 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trawler 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trap 130 15 17 13 9 9 10 10 11 12 12 15 1685 1909 1460 1011 1011 1123 1123 1235 1348 1632 2128 
Other (please 
specify)) 5 * * * * * * * * * * * 20.7 20.7 30 33 130 140 26.97 109.19 150 196 272 

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity    19 22 14 12 10 12 12 13 14 14 17 1925.8 2183.5 1560.7 1214.3 1211.7 1383.5 1270.47 1464.69 1639.4 1969.4 2541.4 

Quota    2729 2088.26 1279.96 1223.07 1223.07 1270.47 1270.47 1500.01 1792.98 2152.71 2578 2729 2088.26 1279.96 1223.07 1223.07 1270.47 1270.47 1500.01 1792.98 2152.71 2578 

Adjusted quota (if 
applicable)   2729 2400 1606.96 1238.33 1223.07 1270.47 1270.47 1500.01 1792.98 2152.71 2578 2729 2400 1606.96 1238.33 1223.07 1270.47 1270.47 1500.01 1792.98 2152.71 2578 

Admissible catch 
for 
sports/recreational 
vessels (if 
applicable) 

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Under/overcapacity   0 0  0 13.07 20.47 0 35.01 19.98 183.31 37 0 0 0 0 13.07 20.47 35.47 35.01 19.98 183.31 37 
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NORWAY  
 
Introduction 
 
According to Recommendation 17-07 by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 14-04 by ICCAT on 
Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean paragraph 5, the bluefin tuna quota allocated to 
Norway in 2018 is 104 tonnes.  
 
In 2015, 2016 and 2017 Norway opened up for a bluefin tuna fishery by one longliner and one purse 
seiner. However, there were no catches by longline any of these years, and the longline quota was 
therefore transferred to the purse seiner.   
 
Although Norway has lodged an objection against Recommendation 17-07, Norway intends to comply 
with the obligations under Recommendation 17-07.  
 
In light of the increase of the quota allocated to Norway, a targeted fishery for bluefin tuna will be 
authorised in the Norwegian Economic Zone from 25 June to 31 October for two purse seine vessels. As 
the vessels have not been selected, information on their length is not yet available. Each vessel will be 
allocated an individual vessel quota of 45 tonnes, and the total allocation for the two vessels will thus be 
90 tonnes. 14 tonnes of bluefin tuna will be set aside to cover incidental by-catches in fisheries not 
targeting bluefin tuna. Any subsequent modification of these quotas will, in accordance with 
Recommendation 17-07 paragraph 12, be notified to the ICCAT Secretariat.   
 
The Norwegian fishery for bluefin tuna will be regulated through the Regulations on Fishery for Bluefin 
Tuna in 2018, which will be adopted when the Norwegian fishing and inspection plan has been approved 
by ICCAT. In addition to national requirements, these Regulations will cover the requirements specified in 
ICCAT Recommendation 17-07 and include a general requirement to comply with the relevant ICCAT 
recommendations. 
 
The vessels authorised to fish for bluefin tuna can, in addition to the requirement of carrying an ICCAT 
Regional Observer on board, be instructed to have observers from the Norwegian Institute of Marine 
Research on board.  
 
Furthermore, the vessels authorised to target bluefin tuna and vessels getting incidental by-catch of dead 
or dying bluefin tuna can be instructed to collect biological samples for the Norwegian Institute of Marine 
Research.  
 
In accordance with ICCAT Recommendation 17-07 paragraph 25, searching for bluefin tuna with airplanes, 
helicopters or any type of unmanned aerial vehicles will be prohibited.  
 
In accordance with ICCAT Recommendation 17-07 paragraph 14 no carry-over of any under-harvest will 
be allowed.  
 
Furthermore, Bluefin Tuna Catch Documents will be issued in accordance with Recommendation 11-20 on 
an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation Program and Recommendation 17-09 amending 
recommendation 15-10 on the application of the eBCD system, as well as other relevant recommendations. 
Norway has issued electronic Bluefin Tuna Catch Documents in the eBCD system since 2015 and intends 
to continue this practice in 2018 in accordance with the recommendations mentioned above.  
 
Fishing plan  
 
Norway will authorise two purse seiners to fish for bluefin tuna in 2018. In accordance with ICCAT 
Recommendation 17-07 paragraph 52, Norway will submit information concerning the vessels authorized 
to conduct this fishery to the ICCAT Executive Secretary at the latest 15 days before the beginning of the 
fishing season.  
 
Further information regarding the monitoring and control of the Norwegian quota is included in the table 
below. 
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 ICCAT 
Requirement  
(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC actions  
taken to implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording 
and reporting  
(para. 61-67, 
69) 

61. The vessels authorized to target bluefin 
tuna will be required to keep an electronic 
logbook.  
 
62. Not applicable. There are no Norwegian 
towing, auxiliary or processing vessels 
participating in the BFT fishery. 
 
63. Landings of bluefin tuna are only 
permitted in designated ports included in the 
ICCAT Record of Authorised Ports.  
 
64. Any Norwegian vessel having caught 
bluefin tuna shall contact the Norwegian 
Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC). At least 
four hours prior to entry into any port, the 
fishing vessel shall provide the port 
authorities with a prior notice and 
information regarding estimated time of 
arrival, estimated quantity of bluefin tuna on 
board and information on the geographic 
area where the catch was taken.  
 
A record of this information is kept at the 
Norwegian Directorate of Fisheries for a 
number of years. 
 
Inspectors from the Directorate of Fisheries 
shall be informed about the landing. A 
minimum of 30 % of the landings of targeted 
catch of bluefin tuna shall be inspected. 
Before landings that are to be inspected can 
start, an inspector shall be present and 
inspect the entire landing.  
 
All catches shall be weighed and landing 
notes and sales notes will be issued when the 
fish is landed. These notes will be forwarded 
electronically to the Directorate of Fisheries 
in real time, and the reported catches will be 
deducted from the vessel’s quota. Officers at 
the Directorate of Fisheries will also cross-
check information obtained from VMS, 
electronic logbooks and landing/sales notes.  
 
Both the master of the authorized catching 
vessel and the landing facility are 
responsible for the accuracy of the 
declaration, which includes information on 
the quantities of bluefin tuna landed and the 
catch location.  
 
 
 
 

Regulations on Fishery 
for Bluefin Tuna in 2018 
§ 7 and Regulations on an 
Electronic Reporting 
System (log book 
requirements)     
 
 
63. Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 7. 
 
64. Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regulations on landing 
and sales notes §§ 5, 7-11, 
14 and 15.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These regulations 
will be adopted 
when ICCAT has 
approved the 
Norwegian fishing 
and inspection 
plan. 
 
63. A number of 
ports have been 
designated for 
landings of bluefin 
tuna in Norway. 
The list of 
designated ports 
will be updated by 
1 March 2018. 
 
   
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 
 

77 

64 and 65. Transhipment of bluefin tuna is 
prohibited, both at sea and in port. 
Norwegian vessels are not involved in caging 
of bluefin tuna. 
 
66. a) The Norwegian vessels fishing for 
bluefin tuna will be required to communicate 
information from its electronic logbook to 
the Norwegian FMC on a daily basis, 
including information on date, time, location 
(latitude and longitude) and weight and 
number of bluefin tuna taken. The purse 
seiners will be required to communicate the 
daily reports on a fishing operation by 
fishing operation basis, including when the 
catch is zero.  
 
The FMC is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, and any interruption in the 
transmission of the electronic logbooks will 
immediately be followed up by the FMC.  
 
The Norwegian Coastguard will have access 
to the electronic logbooks in real time.  
 
66. b) Not applicable. There are no 
Norwegian traps fishing for bluefin tuna.  
 
66. c) On the basis of the information 
referred to in (a) the Norwegian Directorate 
of Fisheries will transmit without delay 
weekly catch reports for all vessels 
(including by catch) to the ICCAT Secretariat, 
in accordance with the format set out in the 
Guidelines for Submitting Data and 
Information Required by ICCAT.  
 
67. The Norwegian Directorate of Fisheries 
will report the Norwegian provisional 
monthly catches (by gear type) of bluefin 
tuna including by-catch and nil returns to the 
ICCAT Secretariat within 30 days of the end 
of the calendar month in which the catches 
were made.  
 
69. When the Norwegian fishery for bluefin 
tuna is closed in accordance with paragraph 
18 and 19, or because the allocated quota of 
bluefin tuna has been exhausted, this will be 
reported to the ICCAT Secretariat.  

Regulations on Fishery 
for Bluefin Tuna in 2018 
§ 8. 
 
 
Regulations on Fishery 
for Bluefin Tuna in 2018 
§ 7 and Regulations on an 
Electronic Reporting 
System (log book 
requirements)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Fishing Seasons 
(para.  
18-23) 

19. Purse seine fishing for bluefin tuna is 
permitted in the Norwegian Economic Zone 
from 25 June to 31 October, in accordance 
with Rec 17-07 paragraph 19.  
 
 
 
 
 

Regulations on Fishery 
for Bluefin Tuna in 2018 
§ 4. 
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3. Minimum size 
(para.  
26-28) 

26. The Norwegian vessels authorised to fish 
for bluefin tuna will only be authorised to 
fish in Norwegian waters. No bluefin tuna at 
such low individual size has been registered 
in Norwegian fisheries. Nevertheless, a 
minimum size of 30 kilos or 115 cm applies. 
 
27. Not applicable. There are no Norwegian   
baitboats or trolling boats authorised to fish 
for bluefin tuna and no Norwegian longliners 
are authorised to fish for bluefin tuna in the 
Mediterranean Sea.   
  
28. Reference is made to paragraph 26 
above. Nevertheless, an incidental catch of 
maximum 5% of bluefin tuna weighing 
between 8 and 30 kg or with fork length 
between 75-115 cm may be authorised.   

The Norwegian 
Regulations related to 
Sea-Water Fisheries 
and Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 14. 
 

 

4. By-catch (para. 
29) 

29. The prohibition against retaining by-
catches of more than 5 % of the total catch is 
not applicable as Norway has domestic 
legislation requiring that all dead or dying 
fish be landed.  
 
All by-catches are reported to ICCAT and 
deducted from the Norwegian quota. 
 
All by-catches which are alive, shall 
immediately be released back to the sea. 
 
The prohibition against transhipment of 
bluefin tuna at sea and in port applies to by-
catches as well.  
 
All catches, including by-catches, are to be 
recorded in the electronic fishing vessel log 
book.  
 
By-catches of bluefin tuna can only be landed 
in designated ports. Vessels with by-catch of 
bluefin tuna are required to provide the port 
authorities with a prior notice and 
information regarding estimated time of 
arrival, estimated quantity of bluefin tuna on 
board and information on the geographic 
area where the catch was taken at least four 
hours prior to entry into any port.  
All catches, including by-catches, shall be 
weighed, and landing notes and sales notes 
will be issued when the fish is landed. These 
notes will be forwarded to the Directorate of 
Fisheries electronically in real time, and the 
reported by-catches will be deducted from 
the Norwegian quota. Officers at the 
Directorate of Fisheries will also cross-check 
information obtained from VMS, electronic 
logbooks and landing/sales notes.  
 
 

The Norwegian 
Regulations related to 
Sea-Water Fisheries § 48. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 applies to by-
catches. 
 
 
 
 
The Norwegian 
Regulations on an 
Electronic Reporting 
System (log book 
requirements) applies to 
by-catches. 
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The value of all by-catches of bluefin tuna are 
confiscated in order to avoid any incentive 
for having by-catches.  
 

The Norwegian 
Regulations on 
confiscation of prohibited 
catches.  

5. Recreational 
and sports 
fisheries (para, 
30-34) 

Not applicable. Recreational and sports 
fisheries for bluefin tuna by Norwegian 
vessels will be prohibited in 2018. 

The Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 2. 

 

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

Not applicable. All transshipments of bluefin 
tuna are prohibited.  

The Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 8. 

 

7. VMS (para. 87) The vessels authorized to target bluefin tuna 
will be required to send position reports 
(VMS) every hour to the FMC at the 
Directorate of Fisheries. The FMC is open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, and any 
interruption in the transmission of VMS 
signals will immediately be followed up by 
the FMC.  
 
The Norwegian Coastguard will have access 
to both VMS signals and electronic logbooks 
in real time.  
 
The VMS signals will be forwarded to the 
ICCAT Secretariat at least 15 days before the 
vessel's period of authorisation and shall 
continue at least 15 days after its period of 
authorization  
 

The Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 7. 
 
The Norwegian 
Regulations on an 
Electronic Reporting 
System (log book 
requirements). 
 

 

8. CPC Observer 
(para. 88) 

Not applicable. Only purse seiners will be 
allowed to fish for Bluefin tuna in Norway in 
2018.  

The Regulations of 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 4. 

 

9. Regional 
observer  
(para. 89-90) 

The two purse seiners authorised to target 
bluefin tuna will be required to carry an 
ICCAT Regional Observer 100 % of the time 
they are targeting bluefin tuna, and all fees 
must be paid before the fishery starts. 

The Regulations on 
Fishery for Bluefin Tuna 
in 2018 § 6. 
 

 

 Other 
requirements,  
such as tagging 
program 

No Norwegian baitboats, longliners, 
handliners or trolling boats will be 
authorized to fish for bluefin tuna in 2018.  
 

  

 
In addition to the above, the Regulations on Fishery for Bluefin Tuna in 2018 §14 include a general 
provision requiring the vessels to comply with all relevant ICCAT requirements.   
 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Norway has established a system of real-time monitoring of all its fisheries, and is committed to take the 
measures necessary to ensure full compliance with ICCAT Recommendation 17-07. The Norwegian 
Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC) at the Directorate of Fisheries will monitor the bluefin tuna fishery.  
 
All Norwegian vessels having catches of bluefin tuna, including as by-catch, are required to inform the 
Norwegian FMC. Furthermore, a minimum of 30 % of the landings of bluefin tuna by the vessels targeting 
this species will be inspected by inspectors from the Norwegian Directorate of Fisheries. These 
inspections will be carried out as full inspections, whereby the inspectors shall monitor the entire landing. 
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This includes monitoring the entire weighing of the fish, cross-checking this against the prior notice of 
port entry, the VMS, the electronic logbook as well as the landing and sales notes. Furthermore, the 
inspectors shall ensure that there is no fish left onboard once the landing is completed and the landing or 
sales notes are signed. 
 
As the Norwegian fishery for bluefin tuna will be limited to two purse seiners, the requirement of an 
inspection vessel in paragraph 99 does not apply.  
  
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
As the Norwegian fishery for bluefin tuna will be limited to two vessels only authorised to fish in the 
Norwegian Economic Zone, participation in the Joint ICCAT Scheme of Inspection is not foreseen in 2018. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
In light of the increase of the Norwegian quota, the fishery in 2018 is planned to take place with two purse 
seiners. Hence, no capacity reduction is foreseen. 
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 TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels)   Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best catch 
rates defined 
by the SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.70           
 

          
 

Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 49.78       1 1 1 1 2       49.78 49.78 49.78 49.78 99.56 

Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68           
 

           

Total Purse Seine Fleet         1 1 1 1 21       49.78 49.78 49.78 49.782 99.56 

Longliner over 40m 25           
 

           

Longliner between 24 and 40m 5.68        1  1 0        5.68  5.68 0 

Longliner less than 24m 5                       

Total Longline Fleet         1  1 0        5.68  5.68 0 

Baitboat 19.8           
 

           

Handline 5           
 

           

Trawler 10           
 

           

Trap 130           
 

           

Other  (please specify) 5           
 

           

Total fleet/fishing capacity         1 2 1 2 2       49.78 55.46 49.78 55.46 99.56 

Quota         30.97 36.57 43.71 52.48 104       30.97 36.57 43.71 52.48 104 

Adjusted  quota (if applicable)            
 

           
Allowance for sport/recreational  
(if applicable)        0 0 0 0 0            

Undercapacity            
 

      18.81 18.89 6.07 2.98 4.44 

 
 

                                                        
1 Please note that the two vessels which will be authorised to fish for bluefin tuna in 2018 have not been selected yet. Hence, the length of the vessels in the table are preliminary. 
2 The figures for purse seine capacity correspond to the calculations made by the SCRS for the Mediterranean Sea. At the 2016 annual meeting of ICCAT Norway asked the SCRS whether the figures for the 
Mediterranean Sea were automatically transferable to the North East Atlantic. The SCRS could not provide an answer to this question. Hence it is questionable whether it is correct to fill the Mediterranean 
figures in the table. 
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SYRIA  
 
Introduction 

 
In accordance with the decisions and recommendations adopted at the 25th Regular Meeting of the 
Commission which was held in Marrakech (Morocco), from 14 to 21 November 2017, and until the 
Commission considers our request of allowing Syria to carry over unused quotas of BFT (2012, 2013 and 
2014), we have the honour to present a bluefin tuna fishing plan of the national quota for the 2018 season. 
According to the ICCAT quota allocation scheme for 2018, Syria has an annual quota of 66 tons of bluefin 
tuna to catch from the Mediterranean Sea during the 2018 season (Recommendation 17-07). The quota of 
66 tons will be caught by one fishing vessel recorded in the ICCAT list (if no other Syrian vessel qualifies 
and is registered in the ICCAT Record of vessels before endorsement of Syrian BFT fishing plan). 
 
 
Fishing plan  
 
BFT fishing vessel and operations 
 

- Each year, the fisheries authority (General Commission for Fisheries Resources) announces terms 
and conditions for the BFT fishing season based on ICCAT recommendations. 

- A special fishing license shall be issued by the fisheries authority for the vessel authorized to fish 
bluefin tuna in 2018. 

- The fishing gear that will be used is purse seine. 
- The authorized period for fishing is from May 26 to June 24, 2018 (if no other recommendation is 

adopted by ICCAT). 
- No joint fishing operations will be allowed (any joint fishing operations will be transmitted to the 

ICCAT Secretariat immediately). 
- Use of airplanes or helicopters to search for BFT is prohibited. 
- No activities for recreational or sport fishery in Syria 
- There is no facility for farming BFT in Syrian water yet. 
- Longliner, baitboat, hand boat, trawler and trap are not operating in Syria for catching bluefin tuna. 
- Fishing operations of the Syrian purse seiner shall be conducted in compliance with ICCAT 

recommendations. 
- Fishing in Syria is traditional in territorial waters with no commercial fishing operations, and 

bluefin tuna are not actively targeted by the national fishermen. 
- Fishing operations shall be monitored by the fishery authorities (General Commission for Fisheries 

Resources). 
- ICCAT Secretariat will be informed about the marketing ways of BFT catch at the time. 

 
Control measures 

 
Minimum size and incidental catch / by-catch 

 
- Catching, retaining, landing, transshipping, transferring, selling, displaying for sale BFT weighing 

less than 30kg is prohibited. 
- An incidental catch of max. 5% weighing between 8-30 kg is permitted for the vessel fishing 

actively for BFT. 
 

VMS 
 

- The vessel will be equipped with VMS and transmission of the VMS messages will be at least every 
four hours. VMS data will be transmitted to ICCAT Secretariat. 
 

- Fishery authority will monitor the status of VMS transmission and any interruption of transmission 
will be followed immediately to investigate and solve the problem. 
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National Observers Program 
 

- The fishing operations will be monitored throughout the fishing season by one controller observer 
(General Commission For Fisheries Resources) who will be embarked on board of tuna vessel. 

- The controller observer will be in charge of monitoring the fishing operations and insuring the 
compliance of the fishing vessel with ICCAT recommendations and record some scientific 
information. (Syria will submit the name of the national observer as soon as possible.) 

 
Regional Observers Program 
 

- According to the recommendation concerning the regional observer programme for purse seine 
vessels, Syria is ready to receive a regional observer appointed by ICCAT. 

- It is kindly requested that the observer transmits his personal information and copy of his passport 
in appropriate time to be able to make the necessary arrangements with the relevant agencies. 

 
Reporting of catch 
 

- The catch vessel master shall by electronic or other means communicate to competent authorities a 
daily catch report, with information on location of catch, date, number of fish, total weight. 

 
- Weekly and monthly catch reports of vessel active in the BFT catch shall be transmitted to the 

ICCAT Secretariat in accordance with the format set for this purpose. 
 

 ICCAT 
Requirement  
(per 14-04) 

Explanation of CPC actions taken to implement 
 

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording 
and reporting  
 

The master of the catching vessel shall maintain a 
bound fishing logbook of his operation in 
accordance with ICCAT recommendations. The 
fishing operator must report daily BFT catch 
(including zero catch report). Syria will submit 
weekly and monthly catch reports to ICCAT, as 
well as the date of closure of the fisheries. 

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
fishing. 

 

2. Fishing seasons  The fishing gear that will be used is purse seine. 
The authorized period for fishing is from May26 
to June 24, 2018. 

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
fishing (May 26 to 
June 24). 

 

3. Minimum size  Catching, retaining, landing, transshipping, 
transferring, selling, displaying for sale BFT 
weighing less than 30 kg is prohibited. An 
incidental catch of max. 5% weighing between 8-
30 kg is permitted for the vessel fishing actively 
for BFT. 

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
fishing. 

 

4. By-catch  Fisheries authority prohibits vessels without BFT 
quota from catching transshipping or landing of 
BFT. Previously no by-catch was recorded of BFT. 
Any by-catch shall be reported to ICCAT. If any by-
catch occurred it must be deducted from Syria's 
quota. 

Not applicable  
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5. Recreational 
and sports 
fisheries  

No activities for recreational or sport fishery in 
Syria. 

Not applicable  

6. Transshipment  
 

Fishing vessel shall only transship bluefin tuna 
catches in designated ports of CPCs. No 
transshipment operations reported in Syria. 

Not applicable  

7. VMS  The vessel must be equipped with VMS and 
transmission of the VMS messages will be at least 
every four hours. Fisheries authority will monitor 
the status of VMS transmission and will transmit 
the VMS data to ICCAT Secretariat.  

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
Fishing. 

 

8. CPC observer The fishing operations will be monitored 
throughout the fishing season by one controller 
observer (General Commission For Fisheries 
Resources) who will be embarked on board of the 
tuna vessel. The controller observer will be in 
charge of monitoring the fishing operations and 
insuring the compliance of the fishing vessel with 
ICCAT recommendations. 

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
Fishing. Purse seine 
vessel will carry 
national observer 
during all operations 
(100% coverage). 

 

9. Regional 
observer  
 

An ICCAT regional observer programme is 
implemented to ensure observer coverage of 
100% on the purse seine vessel authorized to 
catch BFT.  

Terms and 
Conditions of 
General Commission 
for Fisheries 
Resources for BFT 
Fishing. 

 

 Other 
requirements,  
such as tagging 
program 

Not applicable    

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection 
 

- If no other Syrian vessels qualify and are registered in the ICCAT Record of vessels before 
endorsement of Syrian BFT fishing plan, only one purse seiner will operate for BFT during the 
period adopted by ICCAT, and the vessel will be monitored by regional and national observers 
during all operations (100% coverage). 

- The Syrian quota of BFT in previous years is transferred in accordance with ICCAT 
recommendations and regulations. 

- Controlling and monitoring of fisheries activities in Syria are governed by General Commission For 
Fisheries Resources, and General Directorate of ports. 

- In case of any violation, the fishing authorities will impose a penalty on the fishing operator.  
 
 
Capacity Management Plan 
 
Only one Syrian vessel is recorded in ICCAT List of vessels so far, therefore one fishing vessel will conduct BFT 
fishing activity in 2018 to catch the Syrian allocated quota, and whole quota shall be allocated to one vessel (in 
case of other Syrian vessels qualified and registered in ICCAT record of vessel before endorsement of Syrian BFT 
fishing plan, the quota will be divided taking into consideration the catch rates recommended by the SCRS). 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) 
Fishing capacity 

(Calculated by multiplying the number of fishing vessels by catch rate defined by the 
SCRS) 

Type 

Best catch 
rates 
defined by 
the SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Purse seiner between 24 and 40m 49.78 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 33.68 33.68 0 0 0 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 

Total Purse Seine Fleet   0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 33.68 33.68 0 0 0 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 

Longliner over 40m 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner between 24 and 40m 5.68 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner less than 24m 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Longline Fleet   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Baitboat 19.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Handline 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trawler 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Trap 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Other  (please specify) 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total fleet fishing capacity   0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0 33.68 33.68 0 0 0 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 

Quota              0 0 33.58 33.58 33.58 33.58 33.58 39.65 47.4 56.91 66 

Adjusted quota (if applicable)                         
Allowance for 
sport/recreational (if 
applicable) 

             0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Under/overcapacity              0 0 0 0 -33.58 -33.58 -33.58 -5.97 -13.72 -23.23 -32.32 

• Syria did not use its quotas of 2012, 2013 and 2014. 
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TUNISIA  
 
Introduction 
 
Tunisia will hereby present its fishing, inspection and capacity management plan for bluefin tuna in the 
Mediterranean. 
 
In accordance with the fishing allocations adopted by ICCAT at its annual meeting held in Marrakech in 
November 2017, the quota for Tunisia in 2018 was fixed at 2115 t. 
 
In preparation for the 2018 bluefin tuna fishing campaign, Tunisia adjusted its fishing capacity in 
accordance with the methodology adopted by ICCAT. On the basis of this methodology, Tunisia 
established a fishing plan and will allocate individual quotas to 37 vessels to fish for bluefin tuna in 2018. 
 
All Tunisian fishing vessels fishing for bluefin tuna use purse seine nets i.e. tuna purse seiners. 
 
The Tunisian administration will issue fishing permits for these vessels for 2018 and will be reported to 
ICCAT in a timely manner. 
 
The management of the fishing activity will be governed in accordance with the provisions of ICCAT 
Recommendation 14-04/17-07, and the national regulation (Law No. 94-13 of 31 January 1994 on fishing, 
as amended by Law No. 2013-34 and its implementing texts in particular the Order of 21 May 2008, as 
amended by the Order of 10 June 2013 on the organisation of the bluefin tuna fishery). 
 
 
Fishing Plan 
 
Tunisia’s TAC, which is set at 2,115 t for 2018, will be distributed as follows: 
 

a. 2093.5 t (i.e. 99%) for tuna purse seiners. The list of vessels and their individual quotas will be 
reported to ICCAT by the deadlines for submission set out in paragraph 52 of Recommendation 14-
04 and 17-07. 

b. 21.15 t (i.e. 1%) for by-catch in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 29 of 
Recommendation 14-04 and 17-07. 

 
 ICCAT requirement  

(per Rec. 14-04) 
Explanation of CPC actions 

taken to implement 
Relevant  

domestic laws or 
regulations  

(as applicable) 

Note 

1 Communication and 
reporting of catches 
(para 61-67, 69) 

Communication and 
reporting of catches will 
comply with the provisions 
of Recommendation 14-04 
and 17-07 (paragraph 61-
67, 69). 
Catching vessel masters will 
maintain all the onboard 
documents required 
including a bound logbook 
or in electronic format in 
which the operations 
performed will be recorded 
in accordance with the 
provisions of 
Recommendation 14-04 and 
17-07 (Annex 2).  

Law No. 94-13 of 31 
January 1994  on 
fishing, as amended by 
Law No. 2013-34 and 
its implementing texts 
in particular the Order 
of 21 May 2008, as 
amended by the Order 
of 10 June 2013 on 
organisation of the 
bluefin tuna fishery. 
The Order of the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
of 10 June 2013 
concerned with 
amendment of the 
Order of 21 May 2008 
on the organisation of 
the bluefin tuna fishery. 

 

 

2 Fishing seasons (para 18-
23) 

The purse seine fishing 
season is from 26 May to 24 
June 2018. 
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3 Minimum size (para 26-28) It is prohibited to catch 
bluefin tuna with a unitary 
weight less than 30 kg or 
measuring less than 115 cm 
calculated from the tip of 
the snout to the base of the 
tail. 
However, exceptionally, by-
catch of up to a maximum of 
5% of bluefin tuna weighing 
between 8 and 30 kg or with 
a fork length of 75 to 115 
cm may be authorised. 
By-catch of bluefin tuna that 
are below the tolerated size 
and weight and exceed the  
limit referred to above are 
released. Dead and 
undersized specimens are 
discarded and deducted 
from Tunisia’s quota. 

 

4 By-catch (para 29) 1% deducted from the 
quota. 
If by-catch exceeds the 5% 
limit tolerated for vessels 
that do not actively fish for 
bluefin tuna or if the total 
level of by-catch is 
surpassed, these are 
discarded and deducted 
from Tunisia’s quota. 

Internal circular.  

5 Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para 30-34) 

Sports and recreational 
fishing will not be 
permitted. 

  

6 Transhipment (para 58-60) Bluefin tuna fishing vessels 
may only tranship bluefin 
tuna catches in the ports 
registered with ICCAT with 
prior authorisation in 
accordance with 
Recommendation 14-04 and 
17-07 (paragraph 58 to 60). 

Law No. 94-13 of 31 
January 1994  on 
fishing, as amended by 
Law No. 2013-34 and 
its implementing texts 
in particular the Order 
of 21 May 2008, as 
amended by the Order 
of 10 June 2013 on 
organisation of the 
bluefin tuna fishery. 

 

7 VMS (para 87) All vessels participating in 
the bluefin tuna campaign 
with a length of more than 
15 m are equipped with a 
VMS system, in accordance 
with Recommendation 14-
04 and 17-07 (para 87) and 
current national legislation. 
Transmission of positions of 
catching, towing and 
support vessels starts 15 
days before the 
authorisation period of each 
vessel and continues until 

No. 2013-34 of 
21/09/2013 and its 
implementing texts, in 
particular the Order of 
the Ministry of 
Agriculture of 
26/06/2015. 
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15 days after the end of the 
authorisation. The positions 
will be communicated 
immediately to the ICCAT 
Secretariat, no less than 
every 4 hours.  

8 CPC’s observer (para 88) The Tunisian administration 
will provide national 
observer coverage, carrying 
official identification 
documents on board all 
towing vessels i.e. 100%, in 
accordance with the 
provisions of 
Recommendation 14-04 and 
17-07 (para 88). 

  

9 Regional observer 
(para 89-90) 

The Tunisian administration 
will ensure implementation 
of the ICCAT regional 
observers programme to 
guarantee observer 
coverage of all the purse 
seiners authorised to fish 
for bluefin tuna, during all 
bluefin tuna transfers from 
purse seiners, during all 
transfers from one farming 
facility to another, during all 
bluefin tuna caging in 
farming facilities and 
throughout harvesting of 
bluefin tuna in farming 
facilities, in accordance with 
the provisions of 
Recommendation 14-04 and 
17-07 (para 89-90). 

  

 
 
 
10 

Other requirements, such as the 
tagging program 
 
Caging operation 
(para 83, Annex 9)  
 

Caging operations will be 
carried out in accordance 
with the provisions of the 
ICCAT recommendation.  
All caging operations will be 
controlled by stereoscopic 
camera in accordance with 
the procedures established 
in Annex 9 of the ICCAT 
recommendation. 

  

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
In accordance with the national regulation in force, at-sea inspections in the fishing areas during the 
campaign will be carried out by permanent members of staff of the fisheries guard and coastal 
surveillance. They will be responsible for monitoring and assessment of compliance with ICCAT 
management measures. For the purposes of strengthening control, Tunisia has implemented a specific 
programme, which primarily consists of strengthening the costal surveillance fleet through acquisition of 
new maritime control vessels, hiring of fisheries guards (around one hundred) to support current staff in 
policing the fisheries in waters under national jurisdiction as well as on the high seas. 
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In addition, a specific programme has been established which involves all corps authorised to ensure 
policing of the fisheries at sea and on land, i.e. the national navy, coast guard, customs and the merchant 
navy. This programme covers the entire chain of value of fisheries products, from catch to product 
placement on the market, including processing and distribution channels. 
 
Entry authorisations for vessels flying a foreign flag into designated Tunisian ports are granted by the 
competent port services. 
 
Port inspections are carried out by sworn officers of the fishing services who will be responsible for 
control of landings of bluefin tuna, fishing gears and onboard documents. 
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
In accordance with the provisions of Annex 7 of Recommendation 14-04 and 17-07, it is intended that the 
vessel AMILCAR MA 878 will participate in the joint international inspection programme. Four onboard 
inspectors will carry out inspection and boarding activities for Tunisian and foreign vessels during the 
2018 bluefin tuna fishing season. 
 
Inspection activities will cover in particular: 
 

− Onboard documents; 
− Catch activities and transfer into towing vessel cages; 
− Video recordings of catch transfer operations; 
− Potential non-compliance with the management measures of Recommendation 14-04 and 17-07.  

 
Detailed inspection programmes as well as measures to be taken in relation to vessels inspected will be 
decided in conjunction with the fisheries administration. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
See table. 
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Adjustment of Tunisia’s fishing capacity-2018  

TUNA VESSEL FLEET 
Fleet (vessels) 

   
Fishing capacity 

  

Type 

Best catch 
rates defined 
by the SCRS (t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Purse seiner over 40 
m 

70.7 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70.7 70.7 70.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Purse seiner 
between 24 and 40 
m 

49.78 24 24 24 19 20 20 20 24 24 24 33 1194.72 1194.72 1194.7 945.82 995.6 995.6 995.6 1194.72 1194.72 1194.72 1642.74 

Purse seiner less 
than 24 m 

33.68 16 16 16 4 1 1 1 1 3 3 4 538.88 538.88 538.88 134.72 33.68 33.68 33.68 33.68 101.04 101.04 134.72 

Total purse seine 
fleet 

  41 41 41 23 21 21 21 25 27 27 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner over 40 m 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Longliner between 
20 and 40m 

5.68 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Longliner less than 
24m 

5 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total longline fleet   1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Baitboat 19.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Handline 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Trawler 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Trap 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other (please 
specify) 

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total fleet/fishing 
capacity 

  

41 41 41 23 21 21 21 25 27 27 37 1809.3 1809.3 1809.3 1080.5 1029.3 1029.3 1029.28 1228.4 1295.76 1295.76 1777.46 

Vessels quota 
  

2254.48 1735.9 1064.9 1017.6 1017.6 1057 1057 1248 1462 1755 2093.85 2254.48 1735.87 1064.9 1017.6 1017.6 1057 1057 1247.97 1461.876 1755.18 2093.85 

By-catch  
  

                29.83 35.8 21.15                 29.8342 35.82 21.15 

TAC                   1492 1791 2115                 1491.71 1791 2115 
Admissible catch 
for 
sports/recreational 
vessels (if 
applicable) 

                       

Adjusted quota (if 
applicable) 

  2364.48 1937.9 1109.5 860.18 1017.6 1057 1057 1248 1462 1755 2115 2364.48 1937.87 1109.5 860.18 1017.6 1057 1057 1247.97 1491.71 1791 2115 

Under/overcapacity                              -220 -12 28 27 20 196 495 338 
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TURKEY  
 
Introduction 
 
In this context, Turkey will implement a total of 1.414,00 m.t. catch limit for bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean for 2018. 
  
Fishing, transferring and farming activities for eastern bluefin tuna (E-BFT) will be conducted by 
individual quota allocation system for each E-BFT catching vessel. 
 
The Turkish Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (MoFAL) shall announce the above-mentioned 
decision to all sector stakeholders in accordance with the Notifications and Ministerial Communiqué 
regarding E-BFT fishing, farming and trading. 
 
MoFAL shall issue fishing permits for all E-BFT fishing vessels to be authorized for 2018. All fishing 
vessels authorized by MoFAL shall de reported to ICCAT in a timely manner. All vessels shall be equipped 
and monitored with an operational Vessel Monitoring System. 
 
Fishing permits issued by MoFAL shall be mandatory for E-BFT fishing vessels to operate for the 2018 
fishing season. Leaving a margin for a potential change in total number and length distribution of vessels 
to be authorized until the reporting deadline of May 12, fishing permits are planned to be granted to 25 
purse seine vessels as BFT catching vessels by MoFAL. Similarly, 55 E-BFT other vessels (towing, support 
and auxiliary) are planned to be authorized by MoFAL. A viable amount of quota shall be allocated to 25 E-
BFT catching vessels (if no conceivable changes happen until May 12 deadline) acquiring valid fishing 
permits for the 2018 E-BFT fishing season.  
 
MoFAL plans to allocate 90% of the total Turkish allocated quota for each vessel based on a national 
criteria based on activity and track records of the fishing vessels. Should any E-BFT catching vessel may 
not exhaust its assigned individual quota (IQ) at the end of the fishing season, carryover shall not be 
allowed.  
 
A specific quota level, which is 5% of the total, shall be allocated for the purposes of coastal fisheries, as 
well as incidental and by-catches. A specific quota level, which is 5% of the total, shall be dedicated to 
recreational and sport fisheries.    
 
Fishing plan  
 

 
ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  
Explanation of CPC actions taken to 

implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and 
reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

Shall be implemented in parallel 
with para. 61-67 and 69 of Rec.14-
04. 
Both bound logbook and electronic 
logbook shall be used for the 
recording of catch data. 
 

Ministerial 
Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

2. Fishing Seasons (para. 
18-23) 

Fishing for E-BFT by purse-seiner is 
allowed for the period between 26 
May - 24 June 2018 

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating 
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 
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3. Minimum size (para. 26-
28) 

Catching, retaining on board, 
transshipping, transferring, landing, 
transporting, storing, selling, 
displaying or offering for sale E-BFT 
weighing less than 30 kg or with 
fork length less than 115cm shall be 
prohibited. Fish caught retained on 
board, landed, discarded dead less 
than the minimum size shall be 
counted against Turkey’s BFT quota. 

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating 
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

4. By-catch (para. 29) E-BFT catches of unauthorized 
vessels, exceeding more than 5% of 
the total catch by weight or number 
of pieces, are not authorized. 
Whether it is retained or not all by-
catches shall be deducted from 
Turkey’s total quota dedicated for 
coastal fishery and by-catch 
purposes.  

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating 
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

5. Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para, 30-34) 

Recreational and sport fisheries on 
E-BFT is subject to authorization for 
each vessel. Catch and retention on 
board, transshipment or landing of 
more than one E-BFT individual per 
vessel per day is prohibited.  
The marketing of E-BFT caught in 
recreational and sport fishing is 
prohibited.  
Catch data obtained from the 
recreational fishery shall be 
submitted to the Ministry, all 
recreational catches shall be 
counted against Turkey’s total 
quota dedicated for recreational 
and sports fisheries. 

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating Amateur & 
Recreational Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

Transshipment at sea operations of 
E-BFT shall be prohibited.  
E-BFT fishing vessels shall only 
transship/land E-BFT catches in the 
ports designated for that purposes. 
In case of dead E-BFT derived from 
fishing, the whole amount shall only 
be landed to the designated ports by 
catching or auxiliary vessels.  
The following ports have been 
designated by MoFAL for the 
purpose of E-BFT landing/ 
transshipment: 
1. Adana Province:  
Karatas fishing port 
2. Antalya Province:    
Antalya fishing port  
Gazipasa fishing port 
3. Mersin Province:    
Karaduvar fishing port 
4. Hatay Province:    
Iskenderun fishing port 
5. Canakkale Province:  
Kabatepe fishing port  

Ministerial 
Communiqué on        
E-BFT Fishing, 
Farming and Trading. 
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Gulpınar fishing port 
6. Istanbul Province: 
Gurpinar fishing port  
Tuzla fishing port 
7. Izmir Province: 
Karaburun fishing port 

7. VMS (para. 87) Fishing vessels requesting any of 
the E-BFT fishing vessel permits for 
the 2018 fishing season shall be 
equipped with a full-time 
operational satellite based vessel 
monitoring system (VMS) onboard, 
as required by MoFAL.  
 
Position reporting every two hours 
shall be required from the 
authorized fishing vessels.   

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating   
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) Presence of “CPC Observers” on E-
BFT Towing Vessels shall be 
required during the whole E-BFT 
catching, transferring and caging 
operations at sea and at farm sites 
in 2018. 

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating   
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on  E-
BFT Fishing, Farming 
and Trading. 

 

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

Presence of “ICCAT Regional 
Observers” on E-BFT Catching 
Vessels and at E-BFT Farming 
Facilities (at the time of caging and 
harvest operations) is mandatory.  

Ministerial 
Notification 
Regulating   
Commercial Fisheries 
/ Communiqué on     
E-BFT Fishing, 
Farming and Trading. 

 

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging program 

Usage of stereoscopic cameras in 
the farms shall be provided. 

Ministerial 
notification regulating 
commercial fisheries / 
Communiqué on E-
BFT fishing, farming 
and trading. 

 

 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
In collaboration with Turkish Coast Guard Command (TCGC), comprehensive at-sea inspection coverage 
shall be ensured by MoFAL during 2018 E-BFT fishing season. To that end, an autodyne research vessel - 
namely ARAMA 1- will be commissioned by MoFAL to carry out inspections at sea.  
 
A continuous monitoring, control and inspection shall be ensured at potentially active landing ports 
through the assignment of MoFAL inspectors. Additionally, random inspections by MoFAL shall continue 
even before/after the fishing season at the landing ports to check and record any landing of dead E-BFT. 
 
As for E-BFT caging operations, MoFAL inspectors shall control proper implementation of caging 
programmes at farming facilities on a regular basis. Modern technologies will be utilized to implement the 
aforementioned controls in an effective way.  
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Turkey plans to participate to the ICCAT Joint Scheme of International Inspection of 2018 with 59 TCGC 
Boats, 16 aircraft (planes/helicopters) and 216 inspector staff. Due to logistical reasons, envisaged 
numbers of inspection boats and inspector staff may be subject to some changes subsequently. 
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Since the potential patrolling coverage of the TCGC inspection boats is relatively limited, participation of 
high seas inspection vessels from Turkish Naval Forces Command (TNFC) to the inspection scheme is 
expected to conduct some high-sea inspections in the Mediterranean.  
 
Furthermore, an additional inspection vessel - namely ARAMA 1- that has been assigned by MoFAL will 
also contribute to the activities under ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspections in the region. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
The number of fishing vessels and the corresponding fishing capacity is given below.  
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best catch 
rates 
defined 
by the 
SCRS (t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
(*) 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7 41 32 12 13 0 3 0 16 16 15 8 2899 2262 848 919 0 212 0 1131 1131 1061 565.6 
Purse seiner between 24 and 
40m 49.78 49 34 11 4 11 7 13 0 3 14 17 2439 1693 548 199 548 348 647 0 149 696.6 846.26 

Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 101 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Purse Seine Fleet                                                

Longliner over 40m 25                                             
Longliner between  
24 and 40m 5.68                                             

Longliner less than 24m 5                                             

Total Longline Fleet                                               

Baitboat 19.8                                             

Handline 5                                             

Trawler 10                                             

Trap 130                                             

Other  (please specify) 5                                             

Total fleet/fishing capacity                          5439 3955 1396 1118 548 561 647 1131 1281 1757 1411.86 

Quota                          887 683 419 536 536 554 557 1223 1462 1775 1414 
Adjusted  quota  
(if applicable)                                    

Allowance for 
sport/recreational  
(if applicable) 

                                   

Under/overcapacity                         4552 3272 978 582 12 3.9 90 -92 -136 -17.6 -2.14 
(*) Number of vessels to be authorized and their length distributions are provisional figures based on presumptions.  
   Definite number and breakdown of vessels will add up by May 12.   
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Turkey’s provisional inspection plan within the framework of ICCAT Joint Scheme of International 
Inspection 2018 
 
Introduction  
 
Turkish Coast Guard Command (TCGC) plans to participate to the ICCAT Joint Scheme of International 
Inspection of 2018 with 59 Coast Guard Boats, 16 aircraft (planes/helicopters) and 216 inspector staff.  
 
Since the potential patrolling coverage of the TCGC inspection boats is relatively limited, participation of 
high seas inspection vessels from Turkish Naval Forces Command (TNFC) to the inspection scheme is 
expected to conduct some high-sea inspections in the Mediterranean.  
 
Due to logistical reasons, envisaged numbers of inspection boats and inspector staff may be subject to 
alterations until early 2018, and a definite list of active inspection vessels will be submitted subsequently, 
as soon as it is available.    
 
Details of the planned at-sea inspection plan are given in the following sections.  
 
Planning of Inspection Activities 
 
Based on a risk analysis approach, the locations where the fishing vessels were mostly concentrated 
during previous seasons is planned to be focused on for 2018. In this context, bluefin tuna (E-BFT) fishing 
and transferring activities, as well as, Med-SWO fishing activities will continue to be inspected on a regular 
throughout the upcoming fishing campaign.    
 
The records of the VMS signals will regularly be monitored at the premises of Ministry of Food Agriculture 
and Livestock and at Coast Guard Main Operation Center in Ankara, as well as, at regional operation 
centers of TCGC.  
 
TCGC shall take into account the probable position data of the fishing vessels which will be obtained from 
the VMS during the ICCAT inspections.  
 
Inspection Time and Area by Regions 
 
The inspections shall be conducted in territorial waters of Turkey, high seas of Mediterranean and high 
seas of the Aegean Sea. ICCAT inspections by the TCGC assets shall be carried out during the whole period 
of   E-BFT Fishing Season.   
 
Means of at-sea Inspections 
 
The means of at-sea inspections shall be deployed mainly at E-BFT and Med-SWO fishing grounds which 
are determined based on 2017’s risk assessment data. 
  
Planned Number of ICCAT Inspection Assets to be deployed 
 
Number of Coastal Patrol Vessels: 59  
Number of Aircrafts: 16  
 
Additional boats/vessels and/or inspector staff could be assigned in case of necessity. Aerial inspections 
may also be scheduled by Maritime Patrol Aircrafts of TCGC during 2018’s fishing campaigns.   
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CHINESE TAIPEI  
 
Introduction 
 
For the purpose of recovery of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna (E-BFT), Chinese Taipei 
has established regulations which prohibit its fishing vessels from catching bluefin tuna since 2009, and 
such regulation has remained in force to date. Notably, we pay attention to the Mediterranean Sea, which 
is the spawning area for E-BFT, hence we prohibit our fishing vessels from engaging in any fishing activity 
within such area. Therefore, our policy towards E-BFT remains the same in that no fishing vessel flagged 
to Chinese Taipei is permitted to catch bluefin tuna in the ICCAT Convention area in 2018. It should be 
noted that we review the aforementioned policy annually to determine appropriate time to resume the 
bluefin tuna fishery in the future. 
 
Our domestic legislation also requires fishermen to release or discard any by-catch of bluefin tuna, record 
relevant information in the logbook or e-logbook, and further report to the Fisheries Agency. To date, no 
by-catch of bluefin tuna has been reported to this Agency. 
 
In terms of quota management, our initial quota of E-BFT for 2018 is 79 t, 50 t of which is transferred to 
Korea in accordance with paragraph 5(b) of the ICCAT Rec. 17-07.  
 
 
Fishing plan  
 
As mentioned above, our fishing vessels are prohibited from catching bluefin tuna in the ICCAT 
Convention area in accordance with our domestic regulations. Therefore, both the total number of vessels 
and quota allocated to each vessel are zero. 
 

 
ICCAT Requirement  

(per 14-04)  

Explanation of CPC actions 
taken to implement  

Relevant  
domestic laws or 

regulations  
(as applicable) 

Note 

1. Catch recording and reporting  
(para. 61-67, 69) 

In case that there is any 
by-catch of bluefin tuna, it 
should be released or 
discarded into the sea 
immediately, and the 
relevant information 
should be recorded and 
further reported to this 
Agency of Chinese Taipei. 

As stipulated in Art. 41 of 
‘Regulations for Tuna 
Longline Fishing Vessels 
Proceeding to the 
Atlantic Ocean for 
Fishing Operation’, our 
fishing vessels are 
prohibited from catching 
and retaining onboard 
any bluefin tuna. 

 

2. Fishing Seasons (para. 18-23) No fishing for bluefin tuna 
is permitted throughout 
the year 2018. 

Same as above.  

3. Minimum size (para. 26-28) No bluefin tuna is 
permitted to retain 
onboard, so the 
requirements for minimum 
size are not applicable. 

Not applicable.  

4. By-catch (para. 29) Up to date, there is no by-
catch of bluefin tuna being 
reported to this Agency. 

Same as above.  

5. Recreational and sports 
fisheries (para, 30-34) 

Not applicable. Not applicable.  
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6. Transshipment  
(para. 58-60) 

No fishing vessel is 
permitted to catch bluefin 
tuna, so the requirements 
for transshipment are not 
applicable. 

Not applicable.  

7. VMS (para. 87) All vessels operating in the 
ICCAT Convention Area 
have installed VMS and are 
monitored by our Fisheries 
Monitoring Center. 

As stipulated in Art.33 
(2) of ‘Regulations for 
Tuna Longline Fishing 
Vessels Proceeding to the 
Atlantic Ocean for 
Fishing Operation’, all 
fishing vessels 
authorized to fish for 
tuna and tuna-like 
species in the ICCAT 
Convention Area are 
required to install 
satellite-based VMS and 
report their positions 
every hour. 

 

8. CPC Observer (para. 88) No fishing vessel is 
permitted to catch bluefin 
tuna, so the requirements 
for national observer are 
not applicable. 

Not applicable.  

9. Regional observer  
(para. 89-90) 

No fishing vessel is 
permitted to catch bluefin 
tuna, so the requirements 
for regional observer are 
not applicable. 

Not applicable.  

 Other requirements,  
such as tagging program 

None. None.  

 
 
Inspection Plan 
 
CPC’s inspection (para 64, 99) 
 
Even though Chinese Taipei is not a port State bordering the Atlantic Ocean, we require any foreign fishing 
vessel entering into our ports to report its catches onboard, and currently carry out a minimum of 5% 
inspection rate in accordance with our National Plan of Control and Inspection. To date, no Atlantic bluefin 
tuna has been reported or found. 
 
Joint international inspection (para 97-98) 
 
Due to our regulations on the prohibition of catching bluefin tuna, the ICCAT Scheme of Joint International 
Inspection is not applicable to Chinese Taipei. 
 
 
Capacity Management Plan (para 35-42, 44-45a) 
 
Taking into consideration the stock status of Atlantic bluefin tuna, Chinese Taipei has prohibited its fishing 
vessels from catching E-BFT over the past years. Nevertheless, it should be noted that Chinese Taipei 
reserves the rights to resume this fishery in the future, once the stock is recovered. The table recording 
number of fishing vessels and fishing capacity is attached as follows. 
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TUNA VESSEL FLEET Fleet (vessels) Fishing capacity 

Type  

Best catch 
rates defined 
by the SCRS 
(t) 

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Purse seiner over 40m 70.7 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  
Purse seiner between 24 
and 40m 49.78 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Purse seiners less than 24m 33.68 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Total Purse Seine  Fleet    0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Longliner over 40m 25 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  
Longliner between 24 and 
40m 5.68  0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Longliner less than 24m 5 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Total Longline Fleet   0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Baitboat 19,8 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Handline 5 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Trawler 10 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Trap 130 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Other (please specify) 5 0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Total fleet/fishing capacity    0   0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  

Quota     0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 68.71 66.30 41.60 39.75 39.75 41.29 41.29  48.76  58.28  69.97  79  
Adjusted  quota (if 
applicable)    0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 68.71 66.30 41.60 39.75 39.75 31.29 31.29  38.76  48.28  59.97  29  

Allowance for 
sport/recreational (if 
applicable) 

  -   - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Under/overcapacity    0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  
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Appendix 5 
 

Statement by Algeria to Panel 2  
 

Since 2010, Algeria has seen how its annual bluefin tuna catch quota has fallen significantly from 684.90 t 
in 2010 to 138.46 t for 2011, in an arbitrary manner that is not in accordance with any ICCAT rule. Algeria 
has not been consulted in relation to this action, which has always been viewed as an injustice by those 
involved in this fishery. 
 
This reduction of about 80% cannot be explained by a general reduction in the TAC (total allowable 
catch), which decreased from 13,500 t in 2010 to 12,900 t for 2011 (i.e. less than 5%). 
 
In 2012, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas acknowledged and admitted 
the harm that has been caused to Algeria through implementation of this decision. As a result, ICCAT, in 
Recommendations 12-03 and 14-04 which establish a multi-annual programme for recovery of eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna, granted quota adjustments which will continue until Algeria’s 
combined quota reaches 5.07% of the TAC. 
 
The Commission’s commitment was partly put into effect in 2016. Through the Recommendation by ICCAT 
to Supplement Recommendation 14-04 by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation 13-07 by ICCAT to 
Establish a Multi-annual Recovery Plan For Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean (Rec. 16-
09), the Commission allocated a complementary quota to Algeria of about 500 t in addition to the 
combined quota established by Recommendation 14-04. 
 
The quotas allocated to Algeria at the annual meeting held in Marrakesh in November 2017, do not 
overcome the annual deficit, without prejudice to the 3591.74 t foregone since 2011. The table below 
shows the evolution of Algeria’s quotas since 2009. 
 

Year Historical quota  
(5.07% key) Allocated quota  Key  Balance 

2009 1117.42 1117.42 5.0733333 0 
2010 684.9 684.9 5.0733333 0 
2011 654.03 138.46 1.07333333 -515.57 
2012 654.03 138.46 1.07333333 -515.57 
2013 679.38 243.83 1.81962687 -435.55 
2014 679.38 243.83 1.81962687 -435.55 
2015 818.3994 369.81 2.29098005 -448.5894 
2016 978.3072 452.98 2.34753317 -525.3272 
2017 1173.9585 1043.98 4.50865904 -129.9785 
2018 1429.8414 1306 4.63087724 -123.8414 
2019 1634.568 1398 4.33622829 -236.568 
2020 1825.2 1600 4.44444444 -225.2 
Total    -3591.7445 

 
It can also be seen from the table that the maximum combined quota (adjusted quota) allocated to Algeria 
for 2018 is 4.63% of the TAC. However, it can be observed that this quota decreases in 2019 and 2020.  
 
Despite improvement in the situation of the bluefin tuna stock and the evolution of the TAC of 28,200 t, 
32,240 t and 36,000 t for 2018, 2019 and 2020, respectively, Algeria has not yet recovered its historical 
quota, i.e. 5.07% of the TAC, which is important to recall. The graph below shows the evolution of the 
allocation key of Algeria’s quota (combined quota), which is still below its historical key.  
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Given the losses that have resulted from the decision taken by the Commission in 2010, the improvement 
in the stock’s situation, the decision to establish a reserve quota for 2019 and 2020 and previous 
undertakings by ICCAT, Algeria appeals to CPCs and their sense of fairness, to restore the rights of our 
country and to definitively close this painful chapter that began in 2010. 
 
Algeria has been prevented from developing this fishery, and prohibits to date fishing by artisanal fishers, 
who constitute more than 70% of its fleet i.e. more than 3000 fishing vessels. It is hoped that through an 
allocation from the reserve under discussion, this activity (bluefin tuna fishing) can be restarted and 
opened up to these fishers who have consented to this dual sacrifice for the sake of recovery of this 
species.  
 
By way of reminder and as in the case of other coastal countries, this artisanal fishery for "subsistence" is 
in most cases the only source of income for households and is in some isolated coastal villages in some 
areas, the only economic activity. 
 
Prohibition, with a sense of arbitrariness, has always constituted a the source of illicitness.  
 
Fishers can view any iniquity as a challenge and a burdensome constraint. 
 
Therefore, Algeria undertakes to allocate to the artisanal fishery from 2019 the quotas allocated from the 
reserve.  
 
We sincerely hope that the CPCs of Panel 2 act responsibly, fairly and justly in deciding to allocate quotas 
to Algeria.  
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Appendix 6 
 

Statement by Korea to Panel 2  
 

Korea invited the Panel to recall that Recommendation 02-08 clearly expresses that Korea redeems its 
1.5% share of any given TAC when it individually has fished its current level of underages. As Korea has 
been exhausting all of its national quota since 2016, Korea should have redeemed its share of 1.5% from 
2017. However, this was not reflected on the quota allocation for the quota block 2018-2020. In this 
regard, Korea strongly stresses that this share should be accommodated in any future allocation of the 
bluefin TACs and any reserves thereof, including the quota block 2021~2023 and then on, and these 
needs should be clearly taken into account.  
  
In accepting the allocation of the reserves for 2019 and 2020, Korea invited the Panel to recognize that 
further allocation of remaining reserves at this meeting had taken into account and prioritized artisanal 
fisheries and developing countries. In this regard, Korea highlighted the need to consider as a matter of 
priority fishing nation's legitimate share, especially Korea's share of 1.5% of TAC in accordance with 
Rec. 02-08, next time we allocate any reserves and TACs. 
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 Appendix 7 
 

Statement by Morocco to Panel 2  
 

At its 25th regular meeting held in Marrakesh (Morocco), the Commission adopted the Recommendation 
by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation 14-04 on bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
(Rec. 17-07). 
 
The aim of this document is to provide information on the bluefin tuna fishing activity in the Kingdom of 
Morocco.  
 
The bluefin tuna fishery in Morocco is particularly important from a socio-economic view, owing to the 
generation of foreign currency and creation of direct and indirect employment. 
 
Atlantic bluefin tuna is a migratory species managed by ICCAT. Morocco, like other Contracting Parties of 
this Commission, is one of the main countries that exploit this species during its migration from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean coasts, from April each year.  
 
Therefore, Morocco has an annual fishing quota fixed by this Commission which is distributed annually 
among the operational segments of this fishery through a management plan which is consistent with the 
spirit and principle of ICCAT recommendations. 
 
Through active participation in all Commission work and subscription to all ICCAT provisions, Morocco 
has demonstrated its commitment and affinity to the objectives of preservation of the marine ecosystems 
and sustainable use of the fisheries resources managed by this Commission. 
 
Socio-economic context 
 

- The bluefin tuna fishery in the area of the Atlantic and Moroccan Mediterranean is artisanal and 
selective by nature, and consists of: 

 
• Artisanal boats with a LOA<7m (< 3 tons) and engine power < 20 CV. 
• Traps, which are considered by all scientists to be an important observatory of this fishery. 

 
- The artisanal fishery is particularly significant from a socio-economic view owing to the large 

number of fishers that rely on it. Some 3,000 artisanal boats take bluefin tuna as by-catch during 
its migration period, and these catches will be counted against the quota allocated to the artisanal 
segment. Selective fishing gears are used by these vessels and artisanal boats, i.e. longline and 
handline. This activity creates around 60,000 direct and indirect jobs; 
 

- The average catches of bluefin tuna in the area of the Atlantic and Moroccan Mediterranean in the 
period from 2007-2017 are estimated at 1,916 t; 
 

- In the period from 2007-2014, the average catches of bluefin tuna taken on the Atlantic coast and 
Moroccan Mediterranean decreased by 55%; 
 

- There are several interaction phenomena between marine cetaceans and fishing activity in the 
Mediterranean which result from depredation, i.e. attacks by some cetacean species on fishers’ 
catches during fishing operations. These phenomena undermine the economic performance of 
fishers and contribute to the increase in socio-economic pressure on Mediterranean fisheries. 
Two types of depredation are observed in the Mediterranean which impact the Moroccan tuna 
fishery directly or indirectly: 
 
• Attacks by killer whales on tuna catches taken by artisanal vessels. 
• Attacks by bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) on purse seines in the pelagic fishery, 

which results in economic loss and partial loss of catches, and a reduction in fishing activity. 
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Strengthening of conservation and management measures 
 
Morocco has contributed to all phases of the Atlantic-wide Research Programme on Bluefin Tuna (GBYP). 
In addition, in Morocco, several bluefin tuna electronic tagging campaigns have been carried out, and 
conventional tagging has been tested for the first time in Morocco. 
 
Morocco was among the first countries to implement, unconditionally from the outset, the electronic 
bluefin tuna catch document programme (eBCD), and to participate in the financing and all the phases of 
its development. 
 
In line with ICCAT recommendations and advice, Morocco has adopted a management plan for this fishery 
based on the setting of a minimum trade size, establishment of a TAC by segment and by vessel (joint 
fishing), definition of fishing areas, use of stereoscopic cameras for live bluefin tuna and the presence of 
onboard observers. The following should also be noted: 
 

- Implementation of VMS for vessels greater than 15 m. 
 

- Implementation of a computerised traceability system along the chain (from capture to export).  
 

- Radiofrequency identification of artisanal boats. 
 
Improvement in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean stock of bluefin tuna is demonstrated by the 
positive signs in the response of this fishery to the multi-annual recovery programmes for this stock 
which have been implemented since 2006, and is confirmed by the performance of traps in particular, and 
is illustrated by the release, in recent fishing seasons, of thousands of large size individuals by Moroccan 
traps (see tables below). It is important to note that the quantities released by Moroccan traps in some 
years have doubled the amounts caught. 
 

Year  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Release (number) 3818 2000 2400 10000 35500 25023 10230 15950 10850 
Release (t) 802 420 504 2100 7455 5255 2148 3350 2278 
Catches (t) 1909 1348 1055 990 960.47 959.46 1176 1433 1716 
Average weight of bluefin tuna = 210 kg 

 
The trap fishery was described by the SCRS as a real-life scientific laboratory, given the valuable scientific 
data that this fishery continues to provide systematically for the assessment needs of this stock.  

 
Morocco has always contributed to preservation of the eastern bluefin tuna stock through compliance 
with ICCAT management recommendations: 
 

• In July 2008, Morocco proceeded to limit the number of traps. Fishing capacity was reduced 
in 2010 to 10 vessels, i.e. a reduction of around 41%. In 2016, this capacity decreased by 
about 30% compared to the peak in 2009. 
 

• There was a 51% decrease in the level of catches recorded in the period from 2010-2014 
compared to the peak in 2007, which has caused great economic difficulties for the local trap 
industry. 

 

On the basis of these indicators, Morocco has demonstrated its ability to act for sustainable management 
of the bluefin tuna stock, at institutional level and in relation to private operators and the community of 
fishers involved in this fishery. This capacity is even more crucial given that Morocco is situated, with its 
Atlantic and Mediterranean coastlines, in a strategic position for sustainability of the bluefin tuna stock. 
Bluefin tuna are effectively obliged to cross the Strait of Gibraltar during its genetic migration from the 
Atlantic to the Mediterranean and its feeding migration from the Mediterranean towards the Atlantic in 
the months of March to April and July to October. 

Fleet type 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Trap 15 17 13 9 9 10 10 11 12 12 15 
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So all these efforts have not been made in vain, it is important that Morocco benefits from an equitable 
distribution of unallocated reserves for 2019 and 2020 following the Panel 2 meeting in March 2018, 
commensurate with Morocco’s numerous efforts, investment and commitment as a developing coastal 
country. 
 
It should be noted that Morocco’s quota has decreased since implementation in 2008 of the bluefin tuna 
recovery plans; its TAC will not reach the 2008 level until 2020. 
 
Finally, the Kingdom of Morocco is convinced of the need to conserve this stock, and as a coastal CPC 
requests an equitable and fair distribution of unallocated reserves in accordance with the provisions of 
Recommendation 17-07 amending Recommendation 14-04 and ICCAT Resolution 15-13.  
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Appendix 8 
 

DRAFT RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT AMENDING THE RECOMMENDATION 17-07 ON BLUEFIN 
TUNA IN THE EASTERN ATLANTIC AND MEDITERRANEAN 

(submitted by Chair of Panel 2) 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING the outcomes of the intersessional meeting of Panel 2 held in Madrid in 5-7 
March 2018, 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIFC TUNA (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
The subparagraph 5(a) of the recommendation 17-07 shall be replaced by the following subparagraph: 
 
5 (a) The total allowable catches (TACs) for the years 2018-2020 shall be set at: 28,200 t for 2018; 
32,240 t for 2019; and 36,000 t for 2020, in accordance with the following quota scheme:  
 

CPC Quota 2018 (t) Quota 2019 (t) Quota 2020 (t) 
Albania 100 156 170 
Algeria 1,260 1,446 1,655 
China 79 90 102 
Egypt 181 266 330 
European Union 15,850 17,623 19,460 
Iceland* 84 147 180 
Japan 2,279 2,544 2,819 
Korea 160 184 200 
Libya 1,846 2,060 2,255 
Morocco 2,578 2,948 3,284 
Norway 104 239 300 
Syria 66 73 80 
Tunisia 2,115 2,400 2,655 
Turkey 1,414 1,880 2,305 
Chinese Taipei 79 84 90 

Subtotal 28,915 32,140 35,885 
Unallocated Reserves 5 100 115 

TOTAL 28,200 32,240 36,000 
*Notwithstanding the provision of this Part, Iceland may catch beyond the quota amount each year by 
25% while its total catch for 2018, 2019, and 2020 shall not exceed 411 t (84 t + 147 t + 180 t). 
 
In 2018 and 2019, the Commission may distribute the unallocated reserves for 2019 and 2020 in 
consideration of the stock status updated by SCRS and the needs of CPCs, in particular the needs of coastal 
developing CPCs in their artisanal fisheries.  
 
This table shall not be interpreted to have changed the allocation keys shown in Recommendation 14-04. 
The new keys shall be established in the future consideration by the Commission.  
 
Mauritania may catch up to 5 t for research in each year. The catch shall be deducted from the unallocated 
reserve.  
 
These TACs shall be reviewed annually on the advice of the SCRS. 
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Appendix 9 
Requests for clarification by ROP-BFT consortium and responses from CPCs  

Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
1. Transfers During the past season, 

we saw more at-sea 
transfer from the seine 
to two cages (or more) 
simultaneously.  
Can you please detail 
the official procedure to 
be followed in terms of 
PTN, video, ITD and 
eBCD production? 

From an operational point of view: The cages 
nearest to the fishing boat have a capacity of 200 t. 
The transfer into two different cages and individually 
caused significant mortality because the door of the 
purse seine closed in the middle of the crossover 
operation of the fish which led to entanglement and a 
large number of fish died. Distribution between the 
two cages meant that there was more living space. 
From the point of view of requirements on 
monitoring and control of the transfer 
operations: As to transfer authorisations, it was 
reported that in accordance with the provisions of 
Rec. 14-04 regarding documentation of transfer 
operations and product traceability, each towing 
vessel is obliged to carry onboard the transfer 
authorisation. In this regard, and given that it was a 
single fishing operation, in compliance with the 
provisions of Rec. 14-04, two (02) different transfer 
authorisation documents were issued but with the 
same transfer authorisation number 
(DZA/2017/002/1 and DZA/2017/002/2). It should 
also be noted that in accordance with provisions of 
the same recommendation, an eBCD is issued for each 
fishing operation. On this basis, a single eBCD was 
issued for this fishing operation and the number was 
indicated in part 4 on transfers. In relation to video 
recordings and in order to ensure control and 
counting of the number of specimens, two (02) videos 
were installed to film the transfer operation: the first 
was located between the door separating the purse 
seine from the first cage and the second between the 
two transport cages. The first video showed the total 
number of fish caught while the second showed the 
amount that had crossed over into the second cage.   

In the event of at-sea 
transfers from the seine to 
two cages (or more) 
simultaneously, the 
procedure to follow as 
defined [by Algeria] is 
quite correct. In such 
cases, a single eBCD, 2 
transfer authorizations 
and 2 video footages (for 
each caging) should be 
ensured. Since there will 
be a single eBCD two it 
would be convenient to 
use the same towing vessel 
for the towing operation.   
 

From an operational point of view: 
Transfers from the seine to two cages 
(or more) simultaneously, never take 
place. In case a purse seiner (PS) 
make a large catch, fish is first 
transferred from the PS to a first 
towing vessel cage (TWC1). To avoid 
high mortality of fish, a second 
transfer of part of the catch from the 
TWC1 to a second towing vessel cage 
(TWC2) can take place. Split between 
the two cages means that there is 
more free space and consequently 
less likelihood of mortality. All 
receiving transport cages should be 
empty. From the point of view of 
requirements on monitoring and 
control of the transfer operations: 
In accordance with the provisions of 
Rec. [17-07], both operations are 
treated independently, and need 
individual authorisations.   
One eBCD is issued for the PS-TW 
transfer operation; and then the 
eBCD will continue to be filled in with 
the further transfer operations 
between towing vessels.  
All transfers should be recorded in 
the ITD (see Annex 4 of Rec. [17-07]). 
For all transfers of live bluefin tuna 
the transfer activities shall be 
monitored by conventional and/or 
stereoscopical video camera in the 
water with a view to verify the 
number of fish being transferred.   
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
2. Group 
eBCDs 
 

At the time of caging, 
relevant BCDs may be 
grouped as a “Grouped 
BCD” with a new BCD 
number in the following 
cases, provided that 
caging of all the fish is 
conducted on the same 
day and all the fish is 
caged in the same 
farming cage: 
a) Multiple catches 
made by the same 
vessel 
b) Catches made by JFO 
The Grouped BCD shall 
replace all the related 
original BCDs and be 
accompanied by the list 
of all the associated 
BCD numbers. The 
copies of such 
associated BCDs shall 
be made available upon 
request of CPCs. 
 
Is that OK to have two 
caging operations and 
only one eBCD?  Or it 
should be one eBCD per 
caging operation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No comment It might be cases where 
splitting BFTs under the 
scope of one BCD into two 
cages is necessary in the 
actual practices in the field. 
The eBCD System need to 
have the functionality to 
split one eBCD 
automatically for a certain 
caging operation.   
 
Delivery of eBCD and ICD 
to the observer could 
sometimes take a longer 
time than it should be due 
to some specific 
operational restraints. 
Accordingly, setting a 
certain maximum number 
of days (between the 
caging operation and the 
signature by the observer) 
may not be always so 
practicable in reality. 
However, in no case the 
delivery should exceed the 
length of requested 
deployment of that 
particular observer.  
 

Two caging operations represented 
by one BCD are required when: 

1. A grouped BCD is issued in 
line with ICCAT Rec. 11-20 

2. A catch was split in two 
separate cages and caged 
through two separate caging 
operations. Parallel caging 
operations through a single 
BCD is allowed through the 
e-BCD system. 

 
Thus, a single BCD will be issued in 
scenarios 1 and 2 above. 
 
Prior to the finalisation of e-BCDs 
and ICDs the following steps are 
required: 

1. Analysis of Stereoscopic 
camera footages to estimate 
the number and weight of 
fish caged 

2. Submission of results to 
catching flag state 

3. Finalisation of any release 
operations 

4. Amendment of e-BCDs in 
line with catching flag state 
decision 

 
The length of requested deployment 
of that particular observer should 
bound number of days between the 
caging operation and the signature of 
the documentation by the observer.  
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
During this caging 
season, a big gap has 
been observed between 
the caging operations at 
sea and the issuing of 
the official document 
(eBCD and ICD when 
any) to the observer. 
Can you give a 
maximum number of 
days between the 
caging operation and 
the signature of the 
documentation by the 
observer, or is this 
bounded only by the 
length of requested 
deployment of that 
particular observer? 

The steps above take a considerable 
amount of time to be processed and 
in most cases exceed the period of 
deployment of the Regional observer 
(RO). The Observer must indicate at 
least its presence in the 
correspondent box of the eBCD. If 
results of stereoscopical camera are 
not available before the end of the 
Observer deployment, the National 
authorities have the possibility to 
sign the e-BCD. 
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
3. Caging 
authorisation 
information 

Information in caging 
authorisations is often 
inconsistent with 
information in the ITDs 
and eBCDs. In these 
cases, should the 
observer sign the ICD / 
eBCD? 

No comment ITDs and eBCDs are the 
final documents indicating 
verified number of pieces 
/quantities of BFTs. Until 
issuing of these documents 
all the figures suggested 
are only rough estimations 
that could be slightly 
different from the final 
values. The observer 
should sign ITD / eBCD 
without considering 
transfer authorization if 
these documents and the 
observer records are 
coherent.  
 

Caging authorisations are based on 
the provisional amounts declared in 
the e-BCDs as it stands at the 
moment of the authorisation's 
request, thus the information 
between ITD, e-BCD and caging 
authorisation should match.  
 
Paragraph 83 of the ICCAT                   
Rec. [17-07] provides that the 
quantities derived in the programme 
using stereoscopical cameras 
systems or alternative techniques 
that provide the equivalent precision 
shall be used to complete the caging 
declarations and relevant sections of 
the BCD when the caging operation is 
finalised. The RO should therefore 
decide to sign or not to sign the ICDs 
and caging section of the e-BCDs after 
analysing the caging transfer footage. 
RO decision should therefore be 
based on the outcome of these results 
and not on the information presented 
through the caging authorisation. The 
RO must indicate at least its presence 
in the correspondent box of the 
eBCD. If results of stereoscopical 
camera are not available before the 
end of the RO deployment, the 
National authorities have the 
possibility to sign the e-BCD. 
 



PA2 INTERSESSIONAL MEETING – MADRID 2018 

111 

Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
4. Caging 
authorisation 

In annex 8, of Rec. 14-
04, the caging 
authorisation number 
is required to be shown. 
The assumption is that 
this authorisation 
number should follow 
the format of the 
transfer authorisation 
number set out in para 
72. As no authorisation 
number format is 
established in the 
caging operations 
section (para 78-86). 
 
However, it is noted 
that several CPCs use 
different formats for 
caging authorisation 
which are completely 
different to that 
described in para 72. 
Furthermore, one 
caging authorisation 
may be used to cover 
several different caging 
authorisations, 
including control 
cagings. 
Is this permissible? 

No comment There is no caging 
authorization number 
format. But CPCs are free 
to impose a domestic 
format, if they consider it 
opportune.  
 
The EU’s suggestion may 
be acceptable, without 
prejudice to the related 
provisions of Rec [17-07], 
and several caging 
operations covered by a 
single caging authorisation 
may not constitute a PNC. 
 
As Turkey; we will 
continue to use the same 
caging authorisation 
standards.  
 
       

As no authorisation number format is 
established in the caging operation 
section, the CPCs may use formats for 
caging authorisation, which can be 
different from that described in 
paragraph 72 of Rec. [17-07].  
 
Rec. [17-07] is silent regarding the 
use of a single caging authorization 
for each caging operations, therefore 
several caging operations covered by 
a single caging authorisation should 
not constitute a PNC. 
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
5. Cage 
numbers 

Rec. 14-04 states that: 
 
CPCs shall assign a 
unique number to all 
cages. Numbers shall be 
issued with a unique 
numbering system that 
includes at least the 
three letter CPC code 
followed by three 
numbers. 
 
Is the at least referring 
only to the 3 letter CPC 
code, or can the cage 
number also include 
more than 3 numbers.  
For example, several 
towing cages were 
noted to have an 
additional letter after 
the 3 numbers. Is this 
permissible? 

No comment Although the current rule 
stipulates only 3 letter CPC 
code and year, a unique 
numbering system should 
also include additional 
codes specific to the 
related company/operator. 

It should be coherent with the Rec. 
[17-07]: at least the three letter CPC 
code followed by three numbers. 
More characters than those indicated 
above can be added to the cage 
number. 
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
6. Cage 
numbers 

Following on from the 
above point, it was 
noted that cage 
numbers are often 
transferred from the 
donor cage to the 
receiving cage (which 
was unnumbered) 
following the operation. 
 
The implication is that 
the receiving cage does 
not have a unique 
number, or that this 
number is the same as 
the donor cage. Is this 
permissible? 
In these cases, it is 
permissible for the 
observer to sign the ICD 
and eBCD? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No comment It is not convenient to 
transfer cage numbers 
from the donor cage to the 
receiving cage. The cage 
number should be unique 
for only one cage without 
allowing of its transfer. In 
such cases it is advisable 
that the observer could 
sign the ICD and eBCD by 
reporting this case as a 
PNC.  
 

Each cage should have a unique 
number. The receiving cage should 
not have the same number as the 
donor cage. If the donor cage has the 
same number as the receiving cage, 
the observer should not sign the ICD 
and eBCD. 
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7. Intra farm 
transfers and 
control 
cagings 

Intra-farm transfers are 
often carried out as 
control operations 
following inconclusive 
caging videos. However, 
as previously stated 
these often do not have 
a separate 
authorisation. 
 
In these cases, can the 
observer view this 
footage to verify the 
amount of tuna caged? 
Furthermore, can the 
observer sign the eBCD 
/ ICD? 

No comment EU’s comments are 
deemed applicable.  
 
No separate authorization 
may be required for 
control transfers since 
Farm CPC Authority issues 
order for subsequent 
control transfers.  
 
Therefore, there is no need 
for a different 
authorisation, and the 
observer should proceed 
as for the first caging 
operation. 
 
Apart from control 
transfers, other intra-farm 
transfers may not even 
require the presence of 
ICCAT Observers (to sign 
the ICD and e-BCD) but 
authorization and farm 
State control authorities 
(and/or CPC Observers) 
should be present there.  
 

Intra-farm transfers do not require 
observer to sign the ICD and e-BCD 
but are subject to authorization and 
presence of the farm state control 
authorities (see paragraph 84 of Rec. 
[17-07]). Control transfers do not 
require authorization. 
 
The operations described by the 
consortium are not intra-farms 
transfers, but repetitions of the initial 
caging operation due to inconclusive 
caging video. Therefore, there is no 
need of a different authorisation, and 
the observer should proceed as for 
the first caging operation. 
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Topic Clarification sought Algeria Turkey EU 
   Additional Suggestion: 

The following adjustments 
could be made in the 
relevant procedures;  
 
-Intra-farm transfer could 
be made under the 
supervision of CPC 
Observer only, provided 
that the required transfer 
authorisation is given. 
Necessary modifications 
should be reflected (in a 
way to indicate intra-farm 
transfers shall only be 
made under the presence 
of CPC Observers) either in 
Rec. 17-07 or in other 
documents elsewhere.   
-In eBCD system CPC 
Administrator could be 
authorized to arrange “a 
new caging information” in 
the farm information  
following an intra-farm 
transfer. 
 

 

 


