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DRAFT RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO AMEND ICCAT REPORTING DEADLINES IN
ORDER TO FACILITATE AN EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT COMPLIANCE PROCESS

Proposal presented by the Compliance Chair

RECOGNIZING the substantial amount of information that must be reviewed and analyzed to prepare
for meetings of the Compliance Committee (COC);

NOTING that in 2016, ICCAT adopted Resolution by ICCAT to Facilitate an Effective and Efficient
Compliance Process [Res. 16-22], which mandates the COC Chair and Secretariat staff to review reports,
prepare compliance summary tables, and aim to circulate the tables to the Commission three weeks prior
to the Commission meeting;

CONCERNED that the October 1 deadline to submit complete Annual Reports established in
Recommendation 16-16 does not allow sufficient time to the Secretariat to process the reports, seek
corrections from CPCs, compile the reports, and for the COC Chair and Secretariat to then sufficiently
review all Annual Reports and other relevant documents and develop and circulate the first draft of the
Compliance Summary tables by the deadline set forth in Resolution 16-22;

FURTHER NOTING that the separate deadlines for Part I and Part II of the reports results in
administrative delays for the Secretariat, which in turn delays the review of those reports under
Resolution 16-22;

CONSIDERING that an earlier and single submission date for the entire Annual Report (both Parts I and
II) and other reports that contain information relevant to assessing CPC compliance will afford a more
timely review of this information and in turn provide CPCs with more time to develop responses to issues
raised regarding their compliance with ICCAT requirements;

FURTHER NOTING that a change in the Annual Report deadline necessitates changes to deadlines of
certain other reports, as the Annual Report requires CPCs to report on their submission of these other
reports;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. The first paragraph of Paragraph 2 of the Revised Guidelines for the Preparation of Annual Reports [Ref.
12-13], shall be replaced with the following text:

“Complete Annual Reports, comprising Part I and Part II, should be submitted by September 15 of each
year, unless the SCRS meeting takes place prior to September 22, in which case Part I should be
submitted to the SCRS one week before the start of the SCRS Plenary Session (i.e., by 9:00 am on the
first day of the Species Groups meetings), as notified to the Commission by the Secretariat.”

2. Deadlines in the following ICCAT instruments shall be amended to September 15, as follows:

a) Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation 13-07 by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-
Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 17-07],
paragraph 101 (Detailed report on implementation of the Recommendation, currently due
October 1, in accordance with Rec. 16-06, or October 15, in accordance with Rec. 17-07).

b) Recommendation by ICCAT Amending Recommendation 09-11 on an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch
Documentation Program [Rec. 11-20], paragraph 34, as amended by the Recommendation by ICCAT
Amending Recommendation 15-10 on the Application of the eBCD System [Rec. 17-09], paragraph 5
j) (Report on the Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation Programme,
currently due 1 October).
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c) Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the ICCAT Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document Program
[Rec. 01-21], paragraph 5, (data from the Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document, first semester
currently due 1 October).

d) Recommendation by ICCAT Establishing a Swordfish Statistical Document Program [Rec. 01-22],
paragraph 5, (data from the Swordfish Statistical Document, first semester currently due 1
October).

3. The Secretariat shall make these modifications in the published versions of the instruments amended
by paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Recommendation.

4. In accordance with Recommendation 16-16, the Secretariat shall modify paragraph 1 of

Recommendation 11-11 to reflect the August 15 deadline for compliance reporting tables established in
16-13, and remove Recommendation 16-16 from the Compendium.
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