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Madrid, 17 April 2017
Mr. William Boeh
Ministry of Agriculture (MOA)
Bureau of National Fisheries (BNF)
P.0.Box 10-90100
1000 Monrovia 10
LIBERIA

SUBJECT: LETTER OF IDENTIFICATION
Dear Mr. Boeh,

On behalf of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), I am writing to
inform you that, at the 20t Special meeting of ICCAT (14-21 November 2016, Vilamoura, Portugal), the
Commission decided to identify Liberia pursuant to Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Trade Measures
[Rec. 06-13]) due to lack of sufficient actions to address unauthorized transshipment by New Bai I No. 168
concerns about Liberia’s ability to effectively control its vessels to ensure adherence to ICCAT requirements.

During the 2016 Compliance Committee meeting, Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities (CPCs)
were assessed for compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures and reporting
requirements. Based on the review of the 2016 Secretariat’s Report to the Compliance Committee and other
available information, the Committee, in relation to transhipment activities of Liberian carrier vessels,
considered that Liberia:

- Did not take sufficient actions to address unauthorized transhipment by the New Bai I No. 168

- Lacked clarity on its ability to effectively control its carrier vessels to ensure respect of ICCAT
requirements, including its ability to impose sanctions for violations of ICCAT requirements that are
adequate in severity to be effective in securing compliance and to discourage violations wherever
they occur,

- Lacked clarity on its ability to carry out an effective coordination among relevant Liberian agencies
to curb the IUU activities.

The Commission requests Liberia to reply to this letter before 10 October 2017, i.e. at least 30 days before
the Commission meeting (scheduled to be held from 13-21 November 2017). The response should indicate
the progress made by Liberia to address the issues raised in this letter.

Based on the actions taken by Liberia in response to this letter of identification, the Compliance Committee
will recommend appropriate actions at the next meeting in order to resolve any persistent data deficiencies
as well as any other failure to rectify the deficiencies in compliance. This may include the renewal of the
identification under the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Trade Measures [Rec. 06-13], which could
lead to more severe actions, such as reductions in quota and prohibitions related to trade. Therefore, the
Commission urges Liberia to take concrete steps prior to the 2017 annual meeting that demonstrate it is
effectively responding to the issues outlined above.

In thanking you for your attention to these important matters, let me express to you the assurances of my
highest consideration.

cc: M. Tsamenyi, Commission Chairman
S. Depypere, Acting Commission Chair
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