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Madrid, 17 April 2017

Mr. S. Willoughby

Director of Fisheries

Fisheries Division

Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Development
Princess Alice Highway

Bridgetown

BARBADOS

SUBJECT: LETTER REGARDING COMPLIANCE ISSUES IN 2016

Dear Mr. Willoughby,

On behalf of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), I am writing to
inform you that, at the 20t Special meeting of ICCAT (14-21 November 2016, Vilamoura, Portugal), the
Commission expressed its concerns that Barbados had significantly overharvested blue marlin and had not
submitted its North Swordfish management plan.

During the 2016 Compliance Committee meeting, Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities (CPCs)
were assessed for compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures and reporting
requirements. Based on the review of the Secretariat report on Statistics and Coordination of Research and
the 2015 Secretariat’s Report to the Compliance Committee and other available information, the Committee
noted the following compliance issues for Barbados:

- The North swordfish management plan was not received, in accordance with par. 3 of Rec. 13-02.
- 2015 harvest of blue marlin (33t) significantly over the 10t landings limit under par. 1 of Rec. 12-04.

In addition, pursuant to paragraph 3 of Recommendation by ICCAT on Penalties Applicable in Case of non-
Fulfilment of Reporting Obligations [Rec. 11-15] and to the Resolution by ICCAT establishing Guidelines for
the implementation of Rec. 11-15 [Res. 15-09], the prohibition on Barbados from retaining certain species,
as communicated on 26 February 2015, remains in force as missing data for such species, including zero
catches if applicable, were not reported to the ICCAT Secretariat. Furthermore, as will be communicated to
Barbados in a separate letter, as of the 2017 fishing season, this prohibition on retention has been expanded
to all species due to Barbados’s failure to Task I data, or zero catches if applicable, for any species for 2015.

Furthermore, the Committee noted that Barbados, as in 2014 and 2015, did not reply to its letter of concern
of February 2016, to which a response at least 30 days before the Commission meeting was requested.

The Commission requests Barbados to reply to this letter before 10 October 2017, ie. at least 30 days
before the Commission meeting (scheduled to be held from 13-21 November 2017). The response should
indicate the progress made by Barbados to address the issues raised in this letter, and in particular the steps
it is taking to ensure appropriate blue marlin management, including to ensure that landings are within the
limits established in par. 1 of Rec. 12-04 and Rec. 15-05. Note that under para. 3 of Rec. 12-04, harvest in
excess of the landings limit in 2015 must be deducted from the landings limit in 2017, therefore due to
overharvest in 2015 of 23t, Barbados has exhausted its fishing possibilities for 2017 and has a negative
balance that affects fishing possibilities in future years as well.

Corazén de Maria, 8 — 28002 MADRID, Spain — Espagne — Espaiia — Tel: +34 91 416 5600 — Fax: +34 91 416 2612 — hutp://www.iccat.int - info@jccat.int



Not being present at the Commission meeting in 2015 and 2016, the Commission also encourages Barbados
to participate in ICCAT meetings through the special Meeting Participation Fund (MPF) as established by
the Recommendation by ICCAT amending Rec. 11-26 on the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for
Developing ICCAT Contracting Parties [Rec. 14-14].

In thanking you for your attention to these important matters, let me express to you the assurances of my
highest consideration.
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cc: M. Tsamenyi, Commission Chair
S. Depypere, Acting Commission Chair
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