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Madrid, 17 April 2017
Ms. Elizabeth Mohammed
Fisheries Division
Ministry of Agriculture, Land & Marine Resources
St. Claire Circle
St. Claire, Port-of-Spain
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

SUBJECT: LETTER OF IDENTIFICATION FOR OVERHARVESTS OF BLUE AND WHITE
MARLINS

Dear Ms. Mohammed,

On behalf of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), I am
writing to inform you that, at the 20t Special meeting of ICCAT (14-21 November 2016,
Vilamoura, Portugal), the Commission, as in 2015, decided to identify Trinidad & Tobago due to
continued and significant blue marlin and white marlin overharvests and lack of domestic
management measures in place for these fisheries, logbook requirements and trade monitoring.

During the 2016 Compliance Committee meeting, Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities
(CPCs) were assessed for compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures and
reporting requirements. Based on the review of the Secretariat Report on Statistics and
Coordination of Research and the 2016 Secretariat’s Report to the Compliance Committee and
other available information, the Committee noted the following deficiencies for Trinidad &
Tobago:

- Recurring and significant overharvest of blue marlin and white marlin,
- The PartI of theannual report had several “N/A” without any explanation,
- The statistical document data under Rec. 01-21 and Rec. 01-22, were received late.

In addition, the Committee was concerned that Trinidad & Tobago did not reply to its letter of
identification of February 2016 for which a reply was requested at least 30 days before the
Commission meeting.

Taking into account the continued and increasing overharvest of blue marlin and white marlin,
the Commission requests Trinidad & Tobago to submit comprehensive information on its national
measures to manage billfish, including logbook requirements and trade monitoring, and on what
Trinidad & Tobago is doing to prevent future overharvests.

The Commission also stressed the importance of data and requested Trinidad & Tobago to make
the necessary efforts to collect these data and provide them to the Commission. Late or incomplete
reporting causes difficulties for the Secretariat in preparing documents for the Commission and
its Panels and Committees, and reduces the effectiveness of the Compliance Committee. The lists
of reporting requirements are available at:

http: //www.iccat.int/en/submitCOMPreg.htm
http://www.iccat.int/en/submitSTATreqg.htm
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The Commission requests Trinidad & Tobago to reply to this letter of identification before 10
October 2017, i.e. atleast 30 days before the Commission meeting (scheduled to be held from 13-
21 November 2017). The response should indicate the progress made by Trinidad & Tobago to
address all the issues raised in this letter, and in particular its national policy in managing billfish.

Based on the actions taken by Trinidad & Tobago in response to this letter of identification, the
Compliance Committee will recommend appropriate actions at the next meeting in order to
resolve any failure to rectify the deficiencies in compliance. This may include the renewal of the
identification under the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Trade Measures [Rec. 06-13],
which could lead to more severe actions, such as reductions in quota and prohibitions related to
trade. Therefore, the Commission urges Trinidad & Tobago to take appropriate action to ensure
its billfish harvests are within its landing limits allocation (as reduced for overharvests) under
Rec. 12-04 and 15-05, and revise its data collection and reporting procedures with regard to the
[CCAT requirements.

The Commission would like to remind you that Trinidad & Tobago can request assistance in data
collection and reporting from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
from other ICCAT CPCs and from the ICCAT Secretariat, including a request for financial assistance
from the Data Funds established by the Resolution by ICCAT on Improvements in Data Collection
and Quality Assurance [Res. 03-21], and from other available funds.

In thanking you for your attention to these important matters, let me express to you the
assurances of my highest consideration.

0. o7 Derek Campbell
" “Compliarice Committee Chair

cc: M. Tsamenyi, Commission Chairman
S. Depypere, Acting Commission Chair
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