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Sargasso Sea Commission (SSC) – Objective is to 

Strengthen the stewardship of the Sargasso Sea, an economically 

and biologically significant high seas area 

Two projects

⚫ Fonds Francais Pour L’Environment Mondial (FFEM) 

⚫ GEF Common Oceans Program 

Objective to support the sustainable use and conservation 

of biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction
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Sargasso Sea is an Ecologically or 

Biologically Significant Marine Area*

The Sargasso Sea Commission exercises a stewardship role  and 

keeps its health, productivity and resilience under review

This relates to ICCAT move towards

Ecosystem Based Fisheries Management &

Two potential tools are
⚫ MPAs, which have as their primary objective 

conservation.  

⚫ Other Effective Area-Based Conservation 

Measures, which are geographically defined 

areas which are governed to achieve multiple 

cultural, social, economic, spiritual, and other 

locally relevant objectives, as long as effective 

conservation is still delivered. 

*https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/ebsaws-2014-01/other/ebsaws-2014-01-azores-brochure-en.pdf

https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/mar/ebsaws-2014-01/other/ebsaws-2014-01-azores-brochure-en.pdf


Fishing Pressure 

Fishing Vessel Tracks in the Sargasso Sea

AIS: Global Fishing Watch – Fishing vessel tracks in real time (2018 – 2019)
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Machine Learning, researchers 

interested in heterogeneity, data 

collection, transfer learning, 

and rapid generalization



Machine Learning

ML researchers interested in heterogeneity, data collection, transfer 

learning, and rapid generalization

⚫ To monitor ocean ecosystems, drones are being used  

⚫ Tagged marine animals are autonomous drones



COVERAGE: The CEOS Ocean Variables Enabling 

Research and Applications for GEO

Demo video of the Vis tool app for animal telemetry and data of different kinds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueXo-4mK7dA

⚫ NASA-led R&D cross-cutting collaborative effort within the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) 

⚫ Growing need to better marshal available Earth observations across different platforms and scales in support of 

ocean science and marine resource management for societal benefit.

⚫ Develop data infrastructures and services providing improved access to diverse observations for the oceans, that 

are proliferating rapidly in extent and type, to promote their more integrated and efficient use.

⚫ More fully realize the potential of satellite remote sensing data amongst new data user communities.

⚫ https://coverage.ceos.org
⚫

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueXo-4mK7dA
http://ceos.org/
https://coverage.ceos.org/

