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TERMS OF REFERENCE -- CALL FOR TENDERS 
DATA RECOVERY PLAN 

ATLANTIC-WIDE RESEARCH PROGRAMME ON BLUEFIN TUNA (ICCAT/GBYP – 2010) 
 

 
Background and objectives 
 
The comprehensive ICCAT Atlantic-Wide Research Programme on B luefin Tuna (GBYP) is required to improve 
basic dat a col lection, o ur understanding of k ey bi ological and ecol ogical pr ocesses, assessm ent models and 
management. 
 
An important element of this programme is to recover the existing data sets which are not currently incorporated in 
the IC CAT d atabase o n bl uefin t una, t o s upport t he im provement of t he assessm ent analytical wor k. T his dat a 
recovery might include Task I data (total nominal catches by gear/region/flag and/or fleet characteristics per year), 
Task I I dat a (t otal cat ches & effo rt by  m onth, by sq uare and by  area , and l ength a nd/or wei ght fr equencies b y 
gear/sampling area), biological dat a (l ength/age, l ength/ o r age m aturity, etc.), g enetic d ata, trad e st atistics (i.e.,  
SDT or auction sales sets) and historical data sets prior to  1950. As part of this plan, scientific institutes and public 
or private en tities are ask ed to sub mit ten ders to  prov ide data n ot cu rrently in cluded in  th e ICCAT database on 
bluefin tuna. 
 
All th e d ata co llected un der th e Pr ogramme (IC CAT G BYP) s hall be  used only f or sci entific pur poses an d i n 
accordance with ICCAT rules (see also Appendix 10 of the 2009 SCRS Report). Any other use of these data should 
be specifically authorised by ICCAT.  
 
 
Contractor tasks 
 
The Con tractor, who  will work  i n clo se co nsultation with th e ICC AT GB YP C oordinator and th e Steerin g 
Committee, will co nduct a data recovery exercise to prov ide specific data sets  p reviously identified by the same 
Contractor and proposed to ICCAT GBYP. 
 
The tender shall provide a detailed description of the data sets that will be made available to ICCAT, after checking 
them against the ICCAT table on bluefin tuna and the ICCAT table on the Bi-annual Statistical Documents and Re-
export Certificates (attached herewith as separate files).  
 
The tender shall also include the declaration that the data will be provided in a form at usable by ICCAT. Repo rts 
can be submitted according to the time frame specified by the tender, but not later than 3 September 2010. 
 
 
Contractor minimum qualifications 
 

 Documented multi-year experience in bluefin tuna studies and/or studies on l arge pelagic species o r on 
fishery data collection (or, for the genetic data, multi-year experience in genetic studies).  

 Knowledge of the ICCAT data system and ICCAT procedures to incorporate data sets. 
 University degree in on e of the following: Fisheries Sc ience, or Marine Bio logy or St atistics o r Natural 

Sciences or Biological Sciences or Environmental Sciences or closely related fields (in case of individual 
scientists). 

 Excellent w orking k nowledge o f o ne o f the t hree official l anguages of IC CAT (E nglish, Fr ench and  
Spanish). A high level of knowledge of English is highly desirable. 

 
 
Request for bids  
 
Interested entities should submit an offer to the attention of Mr. Driss Meski, the Executive Secretary of ICCAT, at 
the following address: driss.meski@iccat.int by 30 April 2010, including: 



2 
 

 
a. A detailed offer, which shall includes: (a) the detailed description of the available data sets; (b) the type of 

support (paper, electronic file, etc.);  (c) the esti mated d ifficulty to  re cover th ese d ata; (d ) th e lev el of 
reliability of these data; (e) the esti mated amount of work required; (f) the time frame within which these 
data will be delivered to ICCAT; (g) the full cost of the data recovery. 

b. The date for the interim report and the date for the final report (31 August 2010 at the latest); 
c. The Curriculum vitae of the tender (in case of individual scientists) and of any collaborator; 
d. The Curricu lum o f th e in stitution (if an  institu tion is th e ten der), with an y do cumented exp erience in 

studies on bluefin tuna, or other large pelagic species or in data collection, to include recent and relevant 
contracts for the same or similar items and other references (including contract numbers, points of contact 
with telephone numbers and other relevant information);. 

e. A preliminary estimated budget for the data recovery. 
f. The name, address, and telephone number of the tendering body; 
g. The institutional and administrative background of the tendering body (e.g.: statu tes, type of in stitution, 

annual budget, budget control procedures, etc.), if applicable. 
h. A detailed list of any subcontracting activities; 
i. The declaration that the offering entity shall follow the ICCAT procedures and formats for the data sets to 

be provided. 
j. A declaration that all th e comments eventually made on the draft final report will b e incorporated in the 

final report prior to submission to the ICCAT SCRS. 
k. Acknowledgment of this Call for Tenders (if applicable); 
l. A statement specifying the extent of agreement with all terms, conditions, and provisions herein included.  

 
Offers that fail to furnish the required documentation or information, or reject the terms and conditions of the Call 
for Tenders will not be considered. 
 
Contractors can  be either research institutions such as government or private laboratories, universities, or priv ate 
consultancy firms or individual scientists or other entities having the qualifications required.  
 
The Contractor should be available to report to any meeting requested by ICCAT. 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat will m ake a se lection of th e offers, in con sultation with the ICCAT GBYP Steering 
Committee. Following the selection process, the ICCAT Executive Secretary will notify the entity selected for the 
contract by 14 May 2010.  
 
 
Deliverables 
 

1) A preliminary short report to be submitted at the latest by 11 June 2010, including the description of th e work 
carried out up to that date; eventually, any draft final report ready at this date can be also presented. 

2) The draft final report to be submitted at the latest by 31 August 2010, including: 
 a. Full description of the work carried out to recover the data; 
 b. Detailed description of the data sets provided, with reference to the ICCAT data bank on BFT; 
 c. Detailed description of the methodology; 
 d. Detailed data sets; 
 e. Eventual scientific analysis, prepared taking into account the relevant literature; 
 f.  Summary. 
3) A sh ort P owerPoint pre sentation o f t he main resul ts t o t he IC CAT SC RS 20 10 B luefin St ock Assessment 

Session or to any other ICCAT SCRS meeting. 

4) The definitive final report, to be prepared taking into account the eventual comments provided by ICCAT and to 
be submitted by 22 September 2010 at the latest. 
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Payment details 
 
Disbursements will be made according to the following schedule:  

 1. 50% of the total amount of the contract upon signing of the contract;  
 2. 50% after th e ap proval of the fin al repo rt b y th e ICCAT SCRS u pon in corporation of co mments b y th e 

ICCAT GBYP Steering Committee. 
 
 
Logistics 
 
All documents provided by the Contractor must be i n MS Word or c ompatible software, tables must be i n Excel 
format or compatible, figures and pictures must be in JPEG or TIFF format or compatible. All documents submitted 
must be in English, French or Spanish. 
 
 
Copyright 
 
All of the material produced by the Contractor will remain the property of ICCAT GBYP, will be kept confidential, 
and cannot, in any case, be circulated by the Contractor selected. 
 
For information concerning this call for tenders, please contact the Program Coordinator at the following address: 
antonio.dinatale@iccat.int 



Table on Bi-annual Statistical Documents (SD) and Re-export Certificates (RC) reported to ICCAT between October 1, 
2008 and October 20, 2009.  
   Reporting Flag 

Species 
Doc.  
Type Year Canada 

China 
PR. 

Chinese 
Taipei Croatia 

EC (all 
flags) Japan

Korea 
Rep. Norway Philippines Singapore Thailand Tunisie Turkey U.S.A.

BFT SD 1993           2                 
1994       2          
1995       2 2       1
1996       2 2       1
1997       2 1       1
1998       2        1
1999       2        1
2000       2        1
2001      2 2        1
2002       2        1
2003    1   2 2     1  1
2004    1 2  2 2     1 2 2
2005    1 2 1 2 2     1 2 2
2006    1 1 2 2 2     1 2 2
2007 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 2    2 1 2
2008   1 1 1 2 2 1 1     2 1
2009      1 1       1   

RC 1995                           1
1996               1
1997               1
1998               1
1999       2        1
2000       2        1
2001       2        1
2002       2        1
2003       2 2       1
2004    1   2 2       2
2005    2   2 2     1 2 2
2006    2   2 2     1 2 2
2007       2 1      2 2
2008   1  1  2 1       1
2009           1                 

BET SD 2002            1     
2003    2   2 2    1     
2004    2   2 2    2     
2005    1  1 2 2    2   2
2006      2 2 2    2   2
2007 1    2 2 1 1      2
2008 1    2 2 2 2      2
2009      1 1 1 1   1   1

RC 2002                     1       
2003       2 1    1     
2004       2 2    2     
2005       2 2   1 2   1
2006       2 2    2   1
2007       2 1       1
2008       2 2       2
2009      1 1 1       1

 SWO SD 2003           2 2               
2004       2 2    1     
2005      1 2 1    2   2
2006      2 2 1    2   2
2007      2 2 1 2      1
2008      2 2 2 2   1   2
2009      1 1 1 1   1   1

RC 2003           2 2               
2004       2 2   2 1     
2005      1 2 1   2 2   1
2006      2 2 1   1 2   2
2007      1 2 1   1    1
2008      2 2 2    1   2
2009         1 1 1       1     1

 

Source:  Ta ble 13b of t he “ Secretariat Re port on St atistics and  C oordination of  Resear ch in  2009”. In Report for 
Biennial Period, 2009-09, Part II (2009), Vol. 2 – SCRS. 


