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support contract until the end of the 2015 fishing 
campaign. In parallel, the Secretariat is working in 
the presentation of the project within the 
framework of the GEF/ABNJ Programme with the 
objective of obtaining co-financing for it.  
 
Tasks related to the entry into force of the 
Recommendations adopted in 2013 have also 
been undertaken.  In order to try to consolidate the 
various lists of vessels currently required in a 
manner compatible with other tuna RFMOs for the 
Consolidated List of Vessels required through the 
KOBE Process, the Secretariat has redesigned the 
vessel database.  

 

Atlantic Wide Research 
Programme for Bluefin tuna 
(GBYP) 
 
GBYP Phase 4, started in May 2013 and will 
terminate in December 2014. This phase includes 
a limited data recovery activity, an extended 
tagging programme in the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean, biological and genetic sampling 
and analyses activities, and an extended aerial 
survey on spawning aggregations and further 
modeling approaches. More than 35 institutions 
from various ICCAT CPCs are conducting these 
activities.   
 
Recently, the ICCAT-GBYP Web pages have been 
fully revised and all the reports and documents 
produced by the GBYP can be found on:   
http://www.iccat.int/GBYP/en/. 
 
The tag recovery and awareness campaign  
(http://iccat.int/GBYP/en/AwCamp.asp), initiated in 
2011, was further improved in 2014 and it is 
providing good results. 
 
Since the last edition of the Newsletter, published 
in February, members of the Secretariat staff have 
assisted meetings and activities related to ICCAT: 

 
  Stakeholder Meeting on the Revision of the 

Data Collection Regulation (Brussels, 16 
January 2014).  
 

  iMarine data platform for collaborations  
(Rome 7 March 2014). 

 
 

 

  Regional consultation/validation workshop to 
support the implementation of IOTC 
Resolutions on Port State Control 
(Johannesburg, 1-4 April 2014).  

 
  Informal Consultation of States Parties to the 

Agreement meeting of the United Nations, 
1995 (New York, 7-8 April 2014). 
 

  Meeting of the Regional Fishery Bodies 
Secretariats' Network (RSN) (Rome, 7 June 
2014) 

 
  37th Session of the Committee on Fisheries of 

FAO (Rome, 9-13 June 2014) 
 
  "Our Ocean" Conference, organized by the 

U.S. Secretary of State (Washington DC  16-
17 June 2014).  

 
  2014 meeting of the OSPAR Commission 

(Cascais, 23-26 June 2014). 
 

  9th Session of the Ministerial Conference on 
Fisheries Cooperation among States 
Bordering the Atlantic Ocean (COMHAFAT) 
(Rabat, 6-8 September 2014). 

 
During the COFI meeting a Steering Committee 
meeting was held on the Kobe process to review 
progress in implementing Kobe recommendations.  
In particular, regarding updated questionnaires, as 
well as the progress on CLAV and the ongoing 
work of the Working Groups in by-catch and 
Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE).  The 
Committee also discussed the following steps to 
be taken in the Kobe process.  
 
ICCAT played an active role in the various 
meetings with written and/or oral contributions. 
 
During this period, the Secretariat staff has given a 
training course on stock assessment methods in 
Morocco. 
 
Apart from the activities mentioned above, the 
Secretariat is responsible for the maintenance of the 
joint Web page of tuna RFMOs (http://www.tuna-
org.org/).  
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