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2015 Report of the SCRS

A Background and Scope
Atlantic and global production of tuna and tuna-
like species

A Activities in 2015 (*)
Participation & Scientific products
A Report card for ICCAT stocks
A Responses to COMISSION Requests
A General Recommendations

(*) SCRS report for 2015 (PLE 104/2015)
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Reported catches (FAO) in the different oceans:
Tuna, bonitos & billfishes 7.4 million tin 2013 (0.6 in the Atlantic)
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5 major Tunas: Albacore, Bigeye, Bluefin, Skipjack, Yellowfin
Reported catches (FAO) in the different oceans:

Globally 5.09 million tons in 2013 (0.48 million in the Atlantic)
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ICCAT estimates for the Atlantic in 2014 are 0.46 million
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Reported catches in the different oceans: 5 major Tunas
(Average % 2008-2012)

Global 2009-2013
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All oceans: 5.09 million t in 2013 Atlantic: 0.48 million t in 2013

Reported catches in the ICCAT Convention Area (all species)
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Overall, reported catches in the ICCAT Convention Area peaked in the

1990s and had generally been in decline since 1995, however, catches
increased again somewhat since 2009
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Reported catches in the ICCAT Convention Area (major tunas)
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Increases in catches since 2009 are mainly due to increases in SKJ

Reported catches in the ICCAT Convention Area
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ICCAT Stock Status Report card
Assessment frequency

ICCAT ASSESSMENT FREQUENCY BY STOCK |
Stock 2000 | 2001 2012 | 2013 | 2014 2015
Bluefin - West
Bluefin - East

Bigeye
Skipjack - West
Skipjack - East

Yellowfin
Albacore - North

Albacore - South
Albacore - Med
Swordfish - North
Swordfish - South
Swordfish - Med
White Marlin

Blue Marlin
Sailfish - West
Sailfish - East

Blue Shark

Shortfin Mako - N&§

Porbeagle - multiple

# Stocks 2 2

| ICCAT Stock Status Report card
# Stock Status

Species Stock _Last SA__Next SA Most likely _Possibly
YFT 2011 2016
BET 2015 2020
SKJ 2014 2019
SKJ 2014 2019
ALB 2013 2016
ALB 2013 2016
ALB 2011 2016
BFT 2014 2017
BFT 2014 2017

o Catchpereentsge — Only 4% of the
tuna catches in

the ICCAT
Convention area

in 2013 came

from stocks in
the Aredo

SWO N 2013 2017
SWO S 2013 2017
SWO M 2014 2017
BUM 2011 2018
Percent of Stocks z
WHM 2012 2018 ‘ But é 39
SAI E 2009 2016 7
B e = stocks are in

SmMEZwnzsm

the red zone

BSH N&S 2015

SMA N 2012 2018
SMA S 2012 2018
POB NE 2009 2017
POB NW 2009 2017
POB SW 2009 2017

Seabirds 2009
(Other sharks 2012
Sea turtles =

* WBFT: Equaly plausible .




Activities
of the SCRS in 2015

A 2015 SCRS participation
A SCRS Science Strategic Plan [2015-2020]
A Dialogue with the Commission
A FAD working group
A Collaboration with other international organizations
A Other actions and initiatives

A Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods

A Subcommittee on Ecosystems
A Subcommittee on Statistics

Other

activitie.

2015 SCRS participation
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] Strategic Plan 1] Dialogue | | Collaboration § |
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e E 169 Participants
venenues B 127 from CPCs

Uruguay |l
g

Fr
Equatorial Guinea
Cote d'ivoire |l
Cap Verde |l
Algeria |l
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Other

| _Strategic Plan_} | Dialogue | | Collaboration § [ = .coo |

2015 SCRS participation CPCs attending the SCRS
JAPAN PANAMA

SOUTH AFRICA TRINIDAD & TOBAGO CPCs that are very
GHANA NAMIBIA

CANADA BARBADOS recent members of

FRANCE (St-Pierre et Miquelon)

HONDURAS ICCAT are less likely

BRASIL ALGERIE

MAROC MEXICO to attend

KOREA, Rep. of VANUATU

COTE D'VOIRE ICELAND Participation

ANGOLA x TURKEY 8 3
RUSSIA PHILIPPINES o7 ﬁ -
GABON x NORWAY é o g
CAP-VERT NICARAGUA g ']CS 15 '_g
URUGUAY GUATEMALA S .
SAO TOME E PRINCIPE x SENEGAL :: .
VENEZUEL BEELZE 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
GUINEA ECUATORIAL SYRIA

GUINEE REP StVINCENT & THE GRENADIN ——FEvenness —Diversity

NIGERIA
EGYPT 100%

UNITED KINGDOM (O. territories)
LIBYA

CHINA, People's Rep. of ALBANIA

MAURITANIA SIERRA LEO| 80% /\

EUROPEAN UNION CURAGAO o M
TUNISIA LIBERIA 60% ¥

- .
A SCRS 2015: 27 CPs. ha A waats
A Only 53% of the 50 CPs were
represented at the 2015 SCRS and
Species Groups discussions where
Scientific & Fishery Management 0%
Advice is developed. 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

40%

20%

Percent CPCs attending SCRS

Other

Dialogue | | Collaboration J

| Strategic Plan

'

2015 SCRS participation

Extra-budgetary funds contributed to assist scientists of
Contracting Parties to join in the work of the Committee. Continued
contributions are encouraged.

During 2015, ICCAT funds provided by several CPCs, funded 45
trips of ICCAT scientists to participate in SCRS meetings (from 16
CPCs).
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Highlights the

importance of the

Protocol for the use
1 of data funds &

other ICCAT Funds
I (adopted in 2011).
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s n | Strategic Plan 1 | Dialoguel | Collaborationl Other

The number of SCRS documents presented continues to
steadily increase

SCRS documents

250
4.75%
200 per year

Number

1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003 2008 2013

15
i n Strategic Plan l | Dialoguel | Collaboralionl oher
2015 SCRS activities
Date SCRS'T 2015 Meetings Location
Feb 1620 ICCAT Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods Miami, USA PLE
March2-6 Bluefin data preparatory meeting Madrid, Spain P2
March2327  Blue shark data preparatory meeting Tenerife Spain P4
May 4-8 Bigeye data preparatory meeting Madrid, Spain Pl
May 11-12 1st Meeting of the Ad hoc Working Group on FADs Madrid, Spain ~ PLE
Jun 812 SubCommittee on Ecosystems intersessional meeting Madrid, Spain ~ PLE
June 1613 Small Tunas species group intersessional meeting Madrid, Spain P4
July13-17 Bigeye stock assessment meeting Madrid, Spain ~ P1
July27-31 Blue shark stock assessment meeting Lisbon, Portugal P4
Sep21-25 SCRS Species Groups meetings Madrid, Spain ~ All
Sep28¢Oct 2 Meeting of the Standing Committee on Research and statistics Madrid, Spain  AJ|
Other Meetings
June 2226 Dialogue between Scientists and Managers Working Group  Bilbao, Spain  pLg
MRS WG of Fisheries Managers and Scientists in support of RV BibaosSpain  PLE
stock sment
Meeting Reports Available at: www.iccat.int
16
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i__ Strategic Plan_] [Dialogue | [ Collaboration | [_.Omer |
8 = d 4 L Sesd | b b activities

Workload of the SCRS and the Secretariat 2015
A 16 meetings
A 71 days

Annual meeting days ICCAT

Need to limit/stop the

f: increase in meeting days
w or alternatively increase
5 resources in SCRS and
I ICCAT secretariat.

10
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Number of days

AMeetings are set to satisfy the needs of the Commission and to
implement the SCRS strategic plan for research.

AAs the SCRS increases the use of more complex models in the
assessment process the length of assessment meetings
potentially increases. This has resulted in the need to have
data preparatory and assessment meetings separately.
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2015-2020 SCRS Science Strategic Plan
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2015-2020
SCRS Science
Strategic Plan
MISSION
Participation | | | Dialogue | | Collaboration | ac?\iﬁés
2015-2020
SCRS Science
Strategic Plan
VISION
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A Provide scientific advice to the
ICCAT Commission

A Develop policy procedures for
collection, compilation,
analyses and dissemination of
fishery statistics.

A Coordinate research
programs, capacity building
activities and stock
assessments.

A Advice ICCAT Commission for
specific conservation and
management measures
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A Scientific Committee with
broad participation of
competent scientists all the
CPCs that fish tuna and tuna-like
species in the Atlantic Ocean and
adjacent seas, working
cooperatively in an effective
and transparent way, with a
solid scientific and technical
support of the Secretariat, to
provide objective, reliable and
robust scientific advice to the
Commission in support of the
Convention Objectives.
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