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Panel 1

Background on the tropical tuna fishery
BET Bigeye tuna (assessed in 2015) (*)
SKJ Skipjack (assessed in 2014)

YFT Yellowfin tuna (assessed in 2011)
Responses to COM Requests
Recommendations

Work Plan

(*) [SCI-032, SCI-033] Reports of the 2015 ICCAT biegeye tuna meetings
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This year’s work

Assessment of BET stock
Update of recent and some historical catches

Update of CPUE indices and other fishery indicators

Contributions to FAD working group

Completion of development of a tropical tuna tagging
program to support assessment of stock status

Continued development of on-board automated monitoring

of PS catches

Next assessment planned: [YFT-2016]
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A multi-gear and a multi-specific fishery

SKJ BET YFT

l Purse seine Longline  Baitboat l @ 20,000t Task Il data 2010-2012

Tropical tuna schools
strongly associate with
each other, although not
necessarily at the same
stage of development but
mostly according to size.
Young YFT and BET
associate with adult SKJ.

Impact of increasing use of FADs

A Change in the species composition of free schools.

A Free schools of mixed species were considerably more common
prior to the introduction of FADs.

A The association with FADs may also have an impact on:
A the biology (growth rate, plumpness of the fish) and
A the ecology (distances, movement, orientation)
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Seasonal closures aimed at managing FAD impacts
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Purse seine fishery indicators
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There have been recent extensions northward and southward of
the area fished by purse seiners. These areas, however, have
been also fished prior to 2000
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Purse seine fishery indicators
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Estimate of tropicaltunal anded apoissohd u:

A Around 6,600 t/year [1988-2007, EU and associated PS].
A Around 10,500 t/year [2005- 2013, all PS in the eastern Atlantic]

A The Committee regularly integrates these estimates in the reported
historical catches for the EU-purse seiners since 1982, as well as
in the catch-at-size matrix.

A SKJrepresentsar ound 30% of -pdishoad .t ot al if

11/10/2015



11/10/2015

Biological parameters

There is a high degree of uncertainty on biological
parameters needed to conduct accurate stock assessments:
A Stock structure and movements.
A Growth (VB vs two-stanza); differences by sex
A Natural mortality
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Atlantic tropical tagging program
[AOTTP]

A A multi-species, multi-annual, large-scale tropical tuna
tagging program is now in place thanks to funding of EU and
other CPCs that have started to contribute to it.

A Simultaneously tag the 3 main species (YFT, SKJ, BET) as
well as small-tunas:

A The AOTTP will provide critical data to reduce uncertainty
in stock status determination for the three species.

A ICCAT has now hired the AOTTP coordinator and soon more
staff wil!| be hired to be abl e
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AOTTP

For the program to achieve its objectives we will need the
COOPERATION of all CPCs and stakeholders involved in

this fishery:
A Matching funding
AResearch access to coastal (o
A Researchaccess to coast al count

to fish for bait
A Cooperation of CPCs and fishers in recoveries activities

A Access to logbook data to retrieve date/position of
recoveries Be willing to engage in capacity building
activities
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Stock Effects of current eHegEeT

BIGEYE (Thunnus obesus)

Bigeye tuna, Patudo, Thon obése

Scientific name Thunnus obesus

Widely distributed in the tropical and subtropical waters
Distribution of the Atlantic. Geographical limits are 55°-60°N and
45°-50°S.

Spawning takes place throughout the entire year in a
vast zone in the vicinity of the equator with

Spawning temperatures

grounds above 24°C from the coast of Brazil to the Gulf of
Guinea. primer trimestre en mayoria y zona limitada
entre 5°Sy 10°S

Maturity Around 100-110 cm - 3 year old

Life span Around 15 years

Maximum size Around 200 cm
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| Single stock

Assumed to be 0.8 for ages 0 and 1, and 0.4 for ages

Natural mortality 24
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Atlantic bigeye tuna represents around 18% of the world production
(average 2009-2013).

BET Catches by main gear type

BET. Task-1Catches

160000 68,390 in 2014

140000 S Purse seine

s Other surf.
120000

w—ongline
100000 — Bait boat

——TAC

% average catch in 2009-2013

A Historic high of about 133,000 t in 1994.
A After 1994, all major fisheries exhibited a decline of catch
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Data report card is mostly Green (= good) in later years

TASK || DATA REPORT CARD FOR BET

90% of task 1 data for 2014 was available to the WG in May 2015
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