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13.9 WHM-White marlin (Kajikia albida) 
 
Introduction 
 
The assessment of white marlin includes the combined assessment of white marlin (WHM) and roundscale 
spearfish (RSP). Because of difficulties in species identification, white marlin landings reported to ICCAT 
include roundscale spearfish and historical statistics of white marlin most likely comprise a mixture of the 
two species. A stock assessment was conducted for white marlin/roundscale spearfish in 2025, through a 
process that included the Atlantic White Marlin Data Preparatory Meeting in March 2025 (Anon., 2025b) 
and the Atlantic White Marlin Stock Assessment Meeting in July 2025 (Anon., 2025h). The last year of fishery 
data used in the assessment was 2023. The Committee agreed that it was not advisable to estimate stock 
projections for this stock assessment. Therefore, no projections scenarios were conducted, and no Kobe 
matrices were provided. A summary of the stock status is provided in Table 1. The estimated catches and 
discards by gear, for the period 2000-2024, are shown in Table 2. The Kobe Phase Plot and uncertainty of 
current status estimates is summarized in Figure 1. 
 
Table 1. White marlin/roundscale spearfish summary table. 
Indicator   Stock Status 
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)1 1,497 t (1,160 t - 1,937 t)3  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2023 
 

 

Landing limit 2024 355 t 
Yield 20242 158 t 
Relative Biomass (B2023/BMSY) 0.80 (0.394 – 1.611)3 
Relative Fishing Mortality (F2023/FMSY) 0.191 (0.089 – 0.348)3 

Stock Status 

 
Overfished: YES  
(73% probability of being 
overfished)4 

 

 
Overfishing: NO  
(<1% probability of 
overfishing)4 

  
Management measures in effect Rec. 18-04 and Rec. 19-05 

Landing limit 2025 of 355 t  
1 Base case model results based on catch data from 1956-2023. 
2  Provisional and subject to revision as of 23 September 2025.  
3  Point estimate, 95% credibility intervals are shown. 
4 As estimated from the Kobe plot probability in each quadrant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV082_2025/n_3/CV082030003.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV082_2025/n_3/CV082030009.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2018-04-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2019-05-e.pdf
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Table 2. Estimated catches and discards of white marlin/roundscale spearfish (Kajikia albida, Tetrapturus georgii) by gear, for the period 2000-2024.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
TOTAL A+M 1540 1078 1012 845 847 780 618 750 717 760 524 555 491 664 476 533 485 509 299 319 254 182 230 185 158
Landings Longline 1408 970 834 756 759 700 538 631 608 635 437 434 394 480 392 484 440 451 233 223 204 137 181 123 89

Other surf. 89 86 139 71 59 60 65 82 85 97 69 89 63 57 64 35 29 39 20 27 31 31 38 38 39
Sport (HL+RR) 2 4 6 1 1 1 2 1 2 2 6 6 7 116 7 3 4 5 10 3 7 5 2 6 4

Discards Longline 41 17 30 17 27 17 12 36 21 24 12 27 26 12 12 11 11 14 35 66 11 9 8 17 26
Other surf. 0 1 4 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.4 2 0.1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0

Landings CP Barbados 25 24 15 15 18 16 33 22 24 26 6 3 5 6 6 10 14 17 22 12 14 10 10 8 7
Belize 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Brazil 108 172 407 266 83 244 90 52 55 53 36 85 77 352 102 121 67 47 62 76 46 0.3 41 17 3
Cabo Verde 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0
Canada 5 3 2 1 2 5 3 2 2 1 2 1 2 3 5 3 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
China PR 2 20 23 8 6 9 6 10 5 9 8 3 4 2 0 0.2 0.3 3 2 3 2 2 2 2 2
Costa Rica 14 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cuba 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Curaçao 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0.4 0 0 0 0
Côte d'Ivoire 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 1 0.5 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.3 0.3 0 1 1 0
EU-España 186 61 6 22 64 58 51 46 36 17 113 5 35 42 99 125 96 118 11 11 44 56 47 15 11
EU-France 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 0 0 1 0.4 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 1 1 0.2 0.4 0.1 2 0.4 1 0.0
EU-Netherlands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
EU-Portugal 0 0 1 5 19 39 22 2 35 40 12 18 26 11 9 7 11 13 0 0.1 1 9 1 4 1
El Salvador 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0.1 0 0 0 0
Gabon 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ghana 8 21 2 1 1 1 0.0 1 4 4 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.1 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0
Grenada 0.5 15 8 14 33 10 12 11 17 14 14 15 14 14 14 37 15 9 11 19 14 1 5 13 5
Guatemala 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0
Guinea Ecuatorial 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japan 83 56 16 33 36 34 39 21 34 43 41 31 42 24 6 8 9 10 6 11 7 8 3 9 3
Korea Rep 0.4 0 0 11 40 7 0 113 96 78 43 43 0 0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.3 1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0
Liberia 4 3 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0.4 0 0 1 0
Maroc 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.4 0.5 0 0.3 0 0 0 0
Mauritania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mexico 11 13 16 15 28 25 16 14 14 19 20 28 36 30 20 26 20 12 16 9 10 12 8 8 9
Panama 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0
Philippines 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S Tomé e Príncipe 37 37 37 37 21 33 29 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 17 15 13 1 10 11 20 27 27 25
Senegal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 1 1 0 0 0 0
Sierra Leone 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
South Africa 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
St Vincent and Grenadines 0.1 1 0.3 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0.0 0 0.4 0 0 0 8 8 5 9 0 0 1 4
Trinidad and Tobago 4 2 5 13 6 7 5 13 11 12 15 15 39 33 38 32 20 30 27 26 28 0.4 18 0.0 6
UK-Bermuda 0.4 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.5 0.5 1 1 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2
UK-British Virgin Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
USA 1 3 6 1 1 1 1 0.5 2 2 2 2 1 4 2 3 1 2 3 2 6 2 2 1 2
Uruguay 21 20 1 9 2 5 9 3 6 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Venezuela 178 182 215 168 138 159 196 133 64 130 118 160 123 78 107 123 186 194 80 65 44 43 55 58 52

NCC Chinese Taipei 437 152 178 104 172 56 44 54 38 28 20 28 15 7 7 10 10 5 6 2 2 4 1 1 1
Guyana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 5 4 0 0 0 0 0

NCO Jamaica 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 0 0 0 0
Mixed flags (FR+ES) 12 13 12 13 13 11 10 9 10 12 12 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NEI (BIL) 34 77 4 30 134 42 37 170 204 199 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
NEI (ETRO) 322 180 11 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Seychelles 2 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sta Lucia 1 0 0 0 0 0 0.4 0 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.3 2 1 1 1 0.5 1 1 0.2 1 0 0.1 0
Togo 1 2 0.2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vanuatu 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 0 0 0 0 0.1 0 0 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Discards CP Brazil 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 19 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Canada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.2 3 1 1 1
Curaçao 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
EU-España 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 2
EU-France 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 0
EU-Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1
El Salvador 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Guatemala 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Japan 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0.3 0.2 1 1
Korea Rep 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mexico 0.1 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Panama 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
UK-Bermuda 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0
USA 41 18 33 17 27 17 10 8 10 14 8 23 21 10 11 8 3 5 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
Venezuela 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 54 1 0 0 10 16

NCC Chinese Taipei 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.2 2 0 0 2 2 2 1 3 3 1 1 0.3 1
NCO NEI (BIL) 1 0.4 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 1 10 11 11 2 2 2 1 0.3 0.3 4 6 3 4 3 2 3 3 3
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Figure 1. Kobe plot for the Atlantic white marlin/roundscale spearfish stock status in 2023, estimated 
during the 2025 stock assessment. The line indicates the stock status trajectory starting in 1956. The 
inserted pie chart indicates the probability of the stock being within each Kobe colour quadrant. The 
probability distributions shown in each axis represent uncertainty around current B/BMSY and F/FMSY. 
 
Outlook  
 
The Kobe plot for the base case3 (Figure 1) shows a historical trajectory moving from the overfished and 
overfishing quadrant (red) in the 1970s toward the overfished but not overfishing quadrant (yellow) 
through the 1990s and early 2000s. The most recent estimate (2023) lies within the yellow quadrant, 
indicating that the stock remained below BMSY, but was being fished at levels below FMSY. The posterior 
distribution in the Kobe plot shows that 73% of the estimated biomass and fishing mortality combinations 
fall in the yellow quadrant, and 27% in the green quadrant, suggesting high probability that overfishing 
was not occurring but that the stock remained overfished. 
 
The Committee also concluded that, given the uncertainty in stock recruitment dynamics in recent years, it 
was not advisable to estimate stock projections for this stock assessment. Therefore, no projections 
scenarios were conducted, and no Kobe matrices were provided. 
 
The Committee noted that the relative biomass has not increased by much despite relative fishing mortality 
having declined considerably over that time period (Figure 2).  
 
Management recommendation  
 
The Committee noted that despite the recent reported catches have been below the 355 t landing limits 
established in the Recommendation by ICCAT to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white 
marlin/roundscale spearfish (Rec. 19-05) para 2, the stock has shown limited signs of recovery. Concerns 
were raised by the Committee regarding the potential impact of unreported catches, including both dead 
and live discards, which introduce uncertainty into current catch estimates. In order to better assess the 
status of the stock and provide more robust management advice, it is essential that CPCs comply with the 
data reporting requirements (i.e. landings and estimates of discards, size data) and provide improved 
indices of abundance. Until this objective is reached, future white marlin/roundscale spearfish stock 
assessments will continue to be hampered by data uncertainties and will limit the ability of the Committee 
to provide robust management advice for this stock.   
 
The Committee reiterated the importance that the Commission, at the very least, maintains the landing 
limit of 355 t as set in paragraph 2 of Rec. 19-05. 
 

 
3  The “base case” refers to the run coded Group 0_no_CTP_LL2 in the Report of the White Marlin Stock Assessment Meeting (Anon., 
2025h) which was used for the summary of stock status. 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2019-05-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2019-05-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2019-05-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV082_2025/n_3/CV082030009.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/CVSP/CV082_2025/n_3/CV082030009.pdf
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The Committee concluded that the stock status of Atlantic white marlin/roundscale spearfish at the end of 
2023 indicated that the biomass remained below BMSY with a median B/BMSY estimated at 0.80 (95% CRI: 
0.394 - 1.611), and a fishing mortality below FMSY with median F/FMSY at 0.191 (95% CRI: 0.089 - 0.348) 
(Figure 1 and Table 1). 
 

Additional supporting information  

 

 
 

Figure 2. Trajectories of biomass relative to BMSY (B/BMSY) at the end of the years and fishing mortality 
relative to FMSY (F/FMSY) for the final base case model for the Atlantic white marlin, the shaded area indicates 
the 95% CRI bounds. 

  


