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16‐18	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 TOR	
RECOMMENDATION	BY	ICCAT	TO	CLARIFY	AND	SUPPLEMENT	THE	PROCESS	FOR	SEEKING	

CAPACITY	BUILDING	ASSISTANCE	PURSUANT	TO	ICCAT	RECOMMENDATION	14‐08	
	
	
RECOGNIZING	 the	 role	of	 the	port	State	and	 the	 importance	of	port	 inspections	 in	combating	 Illegal,	

Unreported,	and	Unregulated	(IUU)	fishing	activities;	
	

ACKNOWLEDGING	the	port	inspection	obligations	established	in	Recommendation	by	ICCAT	for	an	ICCAT	
Scheme	for	Minimum	Standards	for	Inspection	in	Port	[Rec.	12‐07];	
	

RECALLING	 the	 provisions	 of	 Recommendation	 12‐07	 that	 recognize	 the	 special	 requirements	 of	
developing	 CPCs	 in	 implementing	 ICCAT’s	 port	 inspection	 minimum	 standards	 and	 calling	 on	 CPCs	 to	
provide	 assistance	 to	 such	 developing	 CPCs	 to	 ensure	 effective	 implementation	 of	 those	 minimum	
standards;	
	

FURTHER	 RECALLING	 the	 Recommendation	 by	 ICCAT	 to	 Support	 Effective	 Implementation	 of	
Recommendation	12‐07	by	ICCAT	for	an	ICCAT	Scheme	for	Minimum	Standards	for	Inspection	in	Port	[Rec.	14‐
08];	
	

DESIRING	to	enhance	the	process	for	identifying	and	evaluating	port	inspection	capacity	building	needs	
and	providing	assistance	to	ensure	the	Monitoring,	Control,	and	Surveillance	Fund	(MCS	Fund)	established	
in	Recommendation	14‐08	is	utilized	as	effectively	as	possible;	
	

AWARE	 that	 FAO	 has	 identified	 important	 considerations	 and	 objectives	 related	 to	 port	 inspection	
capacity	building;	
	

RECOGNIZING	 the	 utility	 of	 taking	 advantage	 of	 existing	 training	 materials	 and	 initiatives	 for	 port	
inspection	capacity	building	wherever	possible;	
	

EMPHASIZING	 the	 value	 of	 regional	 and	 sub‐regional	 cooperation	 and	 coordinated	 approaches	 to	
maximize	 standardization	 of	 port	 inspection	 procedures	 and	 enhance	 port	 inspection	 capacity	 among	
developing	CPCs;	
	

THE	INTERNATIONAL	COMMISSION	FOR	THE	CONSERVATION	 	
OF	ATLANTIC	TUNAS	(ICCAT)	RECOMMENDS	THAT:	

	
A	Port	Inspection	Expert	Group	for	Capacity	Building	and	Assistance	is	established	with	the	following	Terms	
of	Reference:	
	
1. Identify	 state‐of‐the‐art	 needs	 assessment	 tools,	 training	materials,	 and	programmes	 related	 to	port	

inspection.		Sources	may	include	CPCs,	other	RFMOs,	the	FAO,	and	other	relevant	organizations.	
	

2. As	appropriate,	adapt	training	materials	and	programmes	to	reflect	specific	requirements	of	the	ICCAT	
port	inspection	scheme,	including	the	specific	obligations	of	port	State	CPCs	and	the	operational	training	
needs	of	relevant	personnel.	

	
3. Evaluate	 and,	 if	 possible,	 prioritize	 applications	 for	 port	 inspection	 capacity	 building	 assistance	

submitted	to	the	Secretariat	in	accordance	with	paragraph	7	of	Recommendation	14‐08.		To	facilitate	
this	work,	the	Expert	Group	will:	

	
a) Develop	 one	 or	 more	 forms	 (with	 instructions)	 to	 help	 developing	 CPCs	 self‐assess	 their	 port	

inspection	capacity	building	needs	and	apply	 for	assistance	 from	ICCAT	to	address	any	 identified	
needs,	as	appropriate.		The	Secretariat	shall	circulate	the	form(s)	and	instructions	to	all	CPCs	as	soon	
as	 available	 and	 shall	 also	 post	 the	 form(s)	 and	 instructions	 on	 the	 public	 portion	 of	 the	 ICCAT	
website.			
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b) Review	 any	 other	 relevant	 information	 that	 might	 indicate	 a	 need	 for	 port	 inspection	 capacity	
building	assistance,	as	compiled	by	the	Secretariat	and/or	available	from	other	sources.		
	

c) As	appropriate,	engage	with	developing	CPCs	regarding	their	port	inspection	capacity	building	needs,	
including	exploring	possible	approaches	for	addressing	those	needs.	
	

d) Consider	information	on	trainings	or	other	capacity	building	assistance	received	by	a	developing	CPC	
that	was	or	will	be	provided	outside	of	ICCAT’s	capacity	building	efforts.	As	required	by	the	Expert	
Group,	the	Secretariat	shall	compile	relevant	information	to	support	this	task.	

	
4. Identify	CPCs	with	 existing	 capacity	building	programmes	 that	may	be	 able	 to	provide	assistance	 to	

developing	CPCs,	and	coordinate	with	the	Secretariat	 to	facilitate	 information	exchange	among	these	
CPCs.		Further,	evaluate	the	potential	to	collaborate	with	the	FAO	in	providing	port	inspection	capacity	
building	assistance	in	ICCAT	through	the	FAO	regional	workshops	related	to	implementation	of	the	Port	
State	 Measures	 Agreement.	 In	 addition,	 consider	 if	 opportunities	 exist	 to	 cooperate	 with	 other	
governments	or	organizations	on	port	inspection	capacity	building	efforts.		

	
5. Based	on	the	work	carried	out	under	paragraphs	3	and	4	above,	advise	the	Commission	on	the	level	and	

type	 of	 assistance	 that	 is	 needed,	 highlighting	whether	 or	 not	 ICCAT	 funding	would	 be	 required,	 to	
facilitate	Commission	decisions	on	the	allocation	of	resources	into	and	expenditures	from	the	MCS	Fund	
established	in	Recommendation	14‐08.		

	
6. Consider	the	effectiveness	of	the	process	and	procedures	for	providing	technical	and	capacity	building	

assistance	to	developing	CPCs	with	respect	to	the	implementation	of	Recommendation	12‐07	and,	where	
relevant,	 advise	 the	 Permanent	Working	 Group	 for	 the	 Improvement	 of	 Statistics	 and	 Conservation	
(PWG)	on	ways	to	improve	that	effectiveness,	including	through	the	identification	of	difficulties	that	may	
be	unrelated	to	a	lack	of	capacity,	such	as	unclear	port	inspection	scheme	requirements.			
	

7. The	Expert	Group	will	meet	in	2017	to	begin	its	work,	preferably	in	conjunction	with	a	meeting	of	the	
Integrated	Monitoring	Measures	Working	Group	or	other	appropriate	intersessional	ICCAT	meeting.		In	
addition,	the	Expert	Group	should	seek	to	advance	issues	electronically	to	the	extent	possible.		
	

8. At	its	first	meeting,	the	Expert	Group	will	elect	a	Chair	from	among	its	members.		All	CPCs	with	an	interest	
in	port	inspection	capacity	building	are	encouraged	to	provide	an	expert	to	participate	in	the	Group.		The	
Expert	Group	will	consist	of	no	more	than	one	participant	from	each	CPC,	participating	as	experts	in	port	
inspection	and/or	developing	CPC	needs,	and	not	representing	the	interests	of	their	respective	CPCs.		
The	ICCAT	Secretariat	will	provide	support	and	assistance	as	needed	to	ensure	that	the	Expert	Group	
can	carry	out	these	terms	of	reference	as	efficiently	and	effectively	as	possible.	

	


