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14-07                                                                       GEN
 RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON ACCESS AGREEMENTS 

 
 

MINDFUL of the data reporting requirements for all CPCs and the importance of complete statistical 
reporting to the work of SCRS and the Commission; 

 
MINDFUL of the need to ensure transparency among CPCs in respect of conditions for accessing the 

waters of coastal States, in particular to facilitate joint efforts to combat illegal, unreported, and unregulated 
fishing; 
 

RECALLING the Recommendation by ICCAT on Vessel Chartering [Rec. 02-21] that establishes reporting 
and other requirements for chartering arrangements; 

 
RECALLING the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Duties of Contracting Parties and Cooperating 

non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities in Relation to their Vessels in the ICCAT Convention Area 
[Rec. 03-12], which requires CPCs to ensure that their vessels do not conduct unauthorized fishing within 
areas under the national jurisdiction of other States, through appropriate cooperation with coastal States 
concerned, and other relevant means available to the flag CPC; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities, and Fishing Entities (CPCs) that 

allow foreign-flagged vessels to fish in waters under their jurisdiction for species managed by ICCAT, 
and CPCs whose vessels fish in waters under the jurisdiction of another CPC or non-Contracting party 
(NCP) for species managed by ICCAT pursuant to an agreement, shall, individually or jointly, notify the 
Commission prior to beginning fishing activities of the existence of such agreements and provide to the 
Commission information concerning these agreements, including:  

 
− The CPCs, NCPs, or other entities involved in the agreement; 
− The time period or periods covered by the agreement; 
− The number of vessels and gear types authorized; 
− The stock or species authorized for harvest, including any applicable catch limits; 
− The CPC’s quota or catch limit to which the catch will be applied; 
− Monitoring, control, and surveillance measures required by the flag CPC and coastal State 

involved with, for the coastal State, a particular specification of: 
 

i)  the National authority (contact coordinates) responsible for issuing fishing licenses or 
 permits, 

  
ii) the National authority (contact coordinates) responsible for MCS activities. 

 
− Data reporting obligations stipulated in the agreement, including those between the parties 

involved, as well as those regarding information that must be provided to the Commission; 
− A copy of the written agreement. 

 
2. For agreements in existence prior to the entry into force of this recommendation, the information 

specified in paragraph 1 shall be provided in advance of the 2015 Commission meeting. 
 
3. When an access agreement is modified in a manner that changes any of the information specified in 

paragraph 1, these changes shall be promptly notified to the Commission. 
 
4. Consistent with ICCAT data reporting requirements, flag CPCs involved in the agreements specified in 

paragraph 1 shall ensure that all target and incidental catches made pursuant to these agreements are 
reported to the SCRS. 
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5. Flag CPCs and coastal CPCs involved in the agreements specified in paragraph 1 shall provide a summary 
of the activities carried out pursuant to each agreement, including all catches made pursuant to these 
agreements, in their annual report to the Commission. 

 
6. In cases where coastal CPCs allow foreign-flagged vessels to fish in waters under their jurisdiction for 

species managed by ICCAT through a mechanism other than a CPC-to-CPC or CPC-to-NCP agreement, 
the coastal CPC shall be solely responsible for providing the information required by this 
Recommendation. Flag CPCs with vessels involved in such an agreement, however, shall endeavour to 
provide to the Commission relevant information regarding that agreement as indicated in paragraph 1. 

 
7. The Secretariat shall develop a form for reporting the information specified in this Recommendation 

and annually compile CPC submissions into a report to be presented to the Commission for 
consideration at its Annual meeting. 

 
8. This recommendation does not apply to chartering arrangements covered by the Recommendation by 

ICCAT on Vessel Chartering [Rec. 02-21]1

 
9. All information provided pursuant to this Recommendation shall be consistent with domestic 

confidentiality requirements. 
 

10. The Recommendation by ICCAT on Access Agreements [Rec. 11-16] is replaced by this Recommendation. 
 

 
1 This measure was replaced by Recommendation 13-14. 


