
13-10              SHK 
RECOMMENDATION ON BIOLOGICAL SAMPLING OF PROHIBITED 

SHARK SPECIES BY SCIENTIFIC OBSERVERS  

  
 CONSIDERING that the SCRS recommended the adoption of measures to enable scientific observers 
to collect biological samples from the shark species for which retention is prohibited by ICCAT and which 
are dead at haulback, provided that such samples are for a research project notified to the SCRS. 
 
 TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the shark research and data collection program developed by the 
Shark Working Group of the SCRS. 
 
 NOTING that for all these species there is an important lack of biological knowledge, for which the 
SCRS strongly recommends that such samples be collected. 
 
 FURTHER NOTING that, as recommended by the SCRS, to obtain approval of such research projects, 
the proposal should include a detailed document that describes the objective of the work, the number and 
type of sample that need to be collected and the time-area distribution of the sampling. 
 
 ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of promoting coordination between SCRS scientists and 
improving collaboration on research related to shark biology, as prioritised by the SCRS shark research 
and data collection program. 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. By derogation to ICCAT conservation measures providing for the prohibition of retaining on board 

certain shark species, the collection of biological samples during commercial fishing operations (e.g 
vertebrae, tissue, reproductive tracts, stomachs, skin samples, coil valves, jaws, whole fish or skeletons 
for taxonomic studies and fauna inventories) by scientific observers or individuals duly permitted by 
the CPC to collect biological samples is authorised under the following conditions: 

 a) The biological samples are collected only from animals which are dead at the haulback. 

 b) The biological samples are taken in the framework of a research project notified to the SCRS and 
developed taking into consideration the recommended research priorities of the SCRS Shark Group. 
The research project should include a detailed document that describes the objective of the work, 
the methodologies to be used, the number and type of samples to be collected, the time-area 
distribution of the sampling and a chronogram of the activities to be carried out. 

 c) The biological samples must be kept on board until the port of landing or transhipment. 

 d) The authorisation of the flag State CPC or, in the case of chartered vessels, of the chartering CPC and 
the flag State CPC, must accompany all such samples collected according to this Recommendation 
until the final port of landing. Such samples and other parts of the shark specimens sampled may 
not be marketed or sold. 

 
2. An annual report of the results achieved by the research project should be presented to the Shark 

Species Group and the SCRS. The SCRS should review and assess this report and provide advice on 
follow up. 

 
3. The sampling campaign can only start once the authorisation by the relevant State has been issued. 


