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RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON THE PRINCIPLES OF DECISION  
MAKING FOR ICCAT CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES 

 
 

 
  
 RECALLING the Recommended Course of Actions from the first Global Summit of Tuna RFMOs in Kobe, 
Japan, noted that management decisions should be based upon scientific advice and consistent with the 
precautionary approach; 
 
 NOTING that participants of the first Global Summit of Tuna RFMOs in 2007 in Kobe, Japan agreed that 
stock assessment results be presented in a standardized “four quadrant, red-yellow-green” format that is now 
referred to as the “Kobe Plot,” which is widely embraced as a practical, user-friendly method to present stock 
status information; 
 
 FURTHER NOTING that, at the Second Joint Meeting of Tuna RFMOs in June 2009 in San Sebastian, 
Spain, a “Strategy Matrix” was adopted to provide fisheries managers with the statistical probability of   meeting 
management targets,  including ending overfishing and rebuilding overfished stocks, in a standardized manner as 
a result of potential management actions; 
 
 ACKNOWLEDGING that the Strategy Matrix is a harmonized format for RFMO science bodies to convey 
advice, and that this format for presenting stock assessment results facilitates the application of the precautionary 
approach by providing Commissions with the basis to evaluate and adopt management options at various levels 
of probability of success; 
 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 

To support the achievement of the ICCAT Convention objective, the following principles, based on the status of 
stocks as represented by the Kobe Plot, shall guide the development of management measures for ICCAT-
managed stocks: 
 
1. For stocks that are not overfished and not subject to overfishing (i.e., stocks in the green quadrant of the 

Kobe plot), management measures shall be designed to result in a high probability of maintaining the stock 
within this quadrant. 
 

2.  For stocks that are not overfished, but are subject to overfishing, (i.e., stocks in the upper right yellow 
quadrant of the Kobe plot), the Commission shall immediately adopt management measures, taking into 
account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice, designed to result in a high probability of 
ending overfishing in as short a period as possible. 

 
3. For  stocks that are overfished and subject to overfishing (i.e., stocks in the red quadrant of the Kobe plot), 

the Commission shall immediately adopt management measures, taking into account, inter alia, the biology 
of the stock and SCRS advice, designed to result in a high  probability of ending overfishing in as short a 
period as possible. In addition, the Commission shall adopt a plan to rebuild these stocks taking into 
account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice.   

 
4. For  stocks that are overfished and  not subject to overfishing (i.e. stocks in the lower left yellow quadrant of 

the Kobe plot), the Commission shall  adopt management measures designed to rebuild these stocks  in as 
short a period as possible, taking into account, inter alia, the biology of the stock and SCRS advice.  


