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11-11   GEN 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO CLARIFY THE APPLICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND FOR DEVELOPING THE COMPLIANCE ANNEX 

 
 

 
 
RECOGNIZING the need to clarify the procedures regarding implementation of ICCAT’s compliance 

recommendations that address the treatment of under/over harvest of catch limits and minimum size tolerances, 
including the deadline and process for the submission of compliance tables and for developing the Compliance 
Annex; 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 
1. By 15 September of each year, Contracting Parties and Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties, Entities, and 

Fishing Entities (CPCs) shall complete and submit the following to ICCAT using Commission-approved 
tables and forms provided by the Secretariat: 

 
 − an "ICCAT Compliance Reporting Table" covering each of its applicable fisheries, and  

 − a form for each stock or species, as appropriate, showing how adjusted quotas or catch limits were 
calculated taking into account ICCAT’s rules on under and overharvests. 

 
The Compliance Reporting Table shall cover the current reporting year and any revisions of previous years' 
data, which should be highlighted for ease of reference. The table format shall include, inter alia, current 
catches, balance, adjusted quotas/catch limits, and, where applicable, minimum size data. CPCs shall submit 
their compliance reporting table and forms for the application of underharvests/overharvests electronically in 
the format provided by the Secretariat. 

 
2. Upon submission of the ICCAT Compliance Reporting Tables to the Commission, the Secretariat in 

consultation with the Compliance Committee Chairman shall prepare and distribute to CPCs a “Compliance 
Annex.” The Annex will reflect: (1) all catch limits and minimum sizes/tolerances to which each CPC is 
subject; (2) each CPC’s catch statistics submitted to the SCRS for the current reporting year, and any 
revisions to previous years' data; (3) any underharvests or overharvests; (4) all catch limit reductions that 
each Party must take pursuant to applicable rules and any catch limit increases a CPC may choose to take due 
to underharvest; and (5) the dates by when such reductions or increases will be taken. In the Compliance 
Annex, the Secretariat shall also note where compliance table submissions by CPCs indicate actions that may 
be inconsistent with ICCAT recommendations for consideration by the Compliance Committee. 

 
3. At each annual meeting, the Compliance Committee shall review and adjust, as necessary, the Compliance 

Annex to ensure it reflects the proper application of ICCAT’s compliance recommendations. In support of 
this review, each CPC shall report on the information presented in its ICCAT Compliance Reporting Table, 
including a detailed explanation of any overharvest of a catch limit and/or minimum size tolerance level, the 
actions already taken, or to be taken, to prevent further overharvest, and the dates by which such actions will 
be taken. CPCs shall also report any changes to the compliance information provided in previous years and 
explain, in detail, any changes to their Compliance Reporting Table made after the 15 September deadline. If 
a CPC’s compliance data differs substantially from relevant statistics reported to SCRS, the Committee shall 
seek an explanation for the difference, where necessary and appropriate.  

 
4. At each annual meeting, the Compliance Committee will present the results of its deliberations on the 

application of ICCAT’s compliance recommendations, as reflected in a final Compliance Annex, for 
endorsement, in whole or in part, by the Commission. The Compliance Annex will be appended to the 
meeting report.  

 
5. This Recommendation replaces Recommendation by ICCAT on Application of Three Compliance 

Recommendations (98-14) in its entirety.  
 


