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11-06    BFT 

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT CONCERNING THE ATLANTIC-WIDE 
RESEARCH PROGRAMME FOR BLUEFIN TUNA (GBYP) 

 

 
 

 
RECALLING the Commission decision in 2008 to adopt the Atlantic-wide Research Programme for the 

Bluefin Tuna (GBYP), endorsing the proposal made by the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics 
(SCRS). 

 
RECALLING the Commission decision in 2009 to initiate the Atlantic-wide Research Programme for 

Bluefin Tuna (GBYP), endorsing the reviewed and updated SCRS proposal. 
 
RECALLING also the Resolution by ICCAT Concerning Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Scientific Research on Stock 

Origin and Mixing (Res. 08-06). 
 
RECOGNIZING that the research results obtained by GBYP in the initial two phases of the programme 

provided a large amount of historical and new data on bluefin tuna, including promising results on fishery-
independent data obtained by aerial survey on bluefin tuna spawning aggregations. 

 
FURTHER RECOGNIZING that the initial experience showed serious limits caused by the absence of 

specific provision for the research, particularly important after the adoption and enforcement of the ICCAT Rec. 
08-05, Rec.09-06 and Rec. 10-04. 

 
CONSIDERING that the current limits are able to impede the regular activity of the GBYP as they have 

been proposed by the SCRS and endorsed by the Commission, with particular reference to the aerial survey on 
spawning aggregations, the biological and genetic sampling and the tagging activities. 

 
FURTHER CONSIDERING that similar problems encountered by a previous ICCAT programme (BYP) 

were resolved by the Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Research in the Central North 
Atlantic Ocean (Rec. 01-08). 

 
RECOGNIZING that the SCRS, in its 2011 Report, has recommended that the Commission should adopt 

specific provisions for allowing the regular research activity of GBYP. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of conducting the GBYP research as it was requested by the 

Commission under a clear legal framework. 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1. The Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (hereinafter 

referred to as CPCs) shall provide the maximum assistance to ICCAT-GBYP for permits to operate in their 
relevant maritime areas or airspaces over marine zones which are under their jurisdiction, following the 
conditions of domestic rules and legislation of each concerned CPC on these issues. 

 
2. The CPCs shall provide ICCAT-GBYP all the necessary contacts at the national level to assist in carrying out 

the research activities. 
 
3. Scientific institutions and entities participating in the ICCAT-GBYP research activities are exempt from the 

Commission’s conservation measures on bluefin tuna for up to a maximum of an overall amount of 20 metric 
tons of bluefin tuna annually (“Research Mortality Allowance” or “RMA”) taken or killed incidentally 
during the GBYP biological and genetic sampling programme or the tagging activities, as approved by the 
SCRS and endorsed by the Commission. These tunas cannot be sold for commercial purposes and shall be 
reported in detail to ICCAT and SCRS at the end of each Phase of GBYP, according to specific rules that 
will be established by the ICCAT Secretariat and attached to the research contracts. 
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4. Scientific institutions and entities participating in the ICCAT-GBYP scientific research activities, as 
designated, identified and authorized by the ICCAT-GBYP Coordination, are exempt from the Commission’s 
conservation measures on bluefin tuna and particularly from the minimum size limit, the limit concerning the 
use of any fishing gear or tool and the fishery closures, for allowing the GBYP scientific research activities to 
be conducted at any time of the year, with any gear and for sampling any size of bluefin tuna, according to 
the annual programme approved by the SCRS and endorsed by the Commission. 

 
5. All CPCs undertake to consider providing the necessary funding or other logistical support in order to 

conduct this critical scientific endeavor. 


