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08-06            BFT 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT CONCERNING 

ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
ON STOCK ORIGIN AND MIXING 

 
 

 
RECALLING the 2001 Resolution by ICCAT regarding the SCRS Mixing Report on Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 

[Res. 01-09] calling on Contracting Parties, Cooperating  non-Contracting Parties, Entities, and Fishing Entities 
(hereinafter referred to as “CPCs”) to conduct scientific research throughout the Atlantic and Mediterranean that 
would contribute to the better understanding of bluefin tuna movement patterns; 

 
CONSIDERING that the uncertainty associated with the rates of stock mixing in the different fisheries 

throughout the Atlantic highlights the need for sound management, based on science, in both the west Atlantic 
and the east Atlantic and Mediterranean; 

 
RECOGNIZING that the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) has noted the need to 

integrate recent and anticipated advances in otolith microconstituent analyses, age determination, archival 
tagging and genetics into the assessment and management evaluation processes, 

 
FURTHER RECOGNIZING that SCRS has advised in its 2008 report that otolith microconstituent data can 

be very useful to determine stock origin with relatively high accuracy, and thus could be a key factor to improve 
the ability to conduct mixing analyses; that representative samples need to be collected from all major fisheries, 
in all areas; and that added value would be obtained if genetic samples were also collected from the same fish, 
which could potentially result in more accurate and less expensive tests for stock origin; 

 
ACKNOWLEDGING the importance of also identifying existing collections of otoliths collected in 

historical time periods (e.g., the 1970s and 1980s) in order to understand how the stock origin proportions in the 
catch may have changed and improve mixing analyses;  

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 
 

1. The CPCs, whether operating in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean or western Atlantic fishery, should 
collect otoliths for microconstituent analysis and tissue samples for genetic studies and cooperate in research, 
including comprehensive archival and conventional tagging studies, that will help resolve issues associated 
with population structure, spawning site fidelity, and spatial dynamics (including stock mixing). Collection of 
biological samples should be representative of the fishery and consistent with SCRS guidance and protocols. 

 
2. In support of this work, a CPC with a bluefin tuna quota allocation should consider making a portion of its 

bluefin tuna quota available for research consistent with domestic obligations, conservation considerations, 
and a bona fide research plan. 

 
3. CPCs, whether operating in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean or western Atlantic fishery, are also 

encouraged to identify to the SCRS any existing collections of otoliths and other biological samples from 
historical periods in order to improve mixing analyses. 

 
4. CPCs should encourage their scientists to contact industry and trade association groups in order to obtain 

representative samples from the various fisheries. 




