SECOND CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID/BRUSSELS, 17-20 JUNE 2025

Report of the Second Meeting of the
Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG)
(hybrid/Brussels, Belgium, 17-20 June 2025)

1. Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements

The Executive Secretary, Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel, welcomed participants to the Second Meeting of the
Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG). The Chair, Mr. Neil Ansell also welcomed
delegates and opened the meeting.

2. Nomination of Rapporteur

The Secretariat was nominated to serve as Rapporteur for the meeting.

3. Adoption of the Agenda

The Chair recalled that in accordance with Recommendation by ICCAT on the establishment of a Standing CDS
Working Group (Rec. 23-22), the Group was tasked with the technical aspects of the eBCD as well as the
possible expansion of the CDS to other species, noting that the current meeting would predominantly deal
with the latter. Japan noted that the document “Key decision points on the technical elements of a new CDS”
and the presentation of this document, were applicable to agenda items 4 and 5 and could assist in guiding
discussions. This approach was considered agreeable to the Group and the Agenda was adopted without
changes. The Agenda is included as Appendix 1.

The List of participants is included as Appendix 2.

4. Determination of key elements on expanded CDS in ICCAT

Japan introduced the document “Key decision points on the technical elements of a new CDS” and a
presentation of the document underlining the key decision points and technical elements of expanded CDS.
Discussions were structured point by point following Japan’s interventions.

On the species to be covered, Japan recalled that bigeye tuna and swordfish were identified as clear priority
candidates. The EU supported including both indicating flexibility on sequencing but emphasizing that both
species must ultimately be covered. The US reserved its position pending further internal regulatory
consultations, although noted preference for starting with Swordfish. Morocco aligned with the EU and
supported moving forward with both species at the same time. Cote d'Ivoire questioned the objectives of
migrating from a statistical document programme (SDP) to a CDS and underlined the importance of
considering the potential challenges of including small-scale fisheries. Tunisia underlined the importance
of having further discussions on this in the context of possible implications for their artisanal fleets catching
swordfish.

Japan reiterated flexibility but noted that implementing both species at the same time may be challenging
and hence recalling their preference to start with bigeye tuna. The Chair summarized that there was broad
agreement that both species be included and encouraged further discussion on the sequencing at the
Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) and the Permanent Working Group for the
improvement of ICCAT statistics and conservation measures (PWG).

Concerning the scope and product types to be covered in the CDS, Japan proposed that all product forms be
covered (fresh/frozen, RD/GG/DR/FR/OT) in order to meet the traceability and catch based CDS objectives,
while raising questions on canned products given the small share bigeye represents and the difficulties
associated in mixed fisheries. The EU and Canada underlined their preference that all bigeye products be
included. The US supported inclusion of canned products, while Brazil suggested this could be considered
ata later stage. Following further discussions, it was agreed by the Group that all product types be included
and canned products possibly phased in later subject to further discussion by the Group.


https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf

SECOND CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID/BRUSSELS, 17-20 JUNE 2025

Japan underlined that a catch-based system would be pursued instead of trade-based given the need for
timely monitoring of catches in relation to total allowable catches (TACs). The Group expressed their
support for this approach and unlined the objective of a catch-based programme.

Japan presented “Expanded CDS data fields” designed to avoid duplication and facilitate compatibility with
other schemes, in particular the EUs IUU catch certificate. The EU stressed the importance of harmonization
but clarified that interoperability would not imply mutual validation. Japan requested further information
on the simplified arrangements that were being used for small-scale fisheries under the EUs Illegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) system.

On the electronic system there was extensive discussion on whether to expand the eBCD system or develop
a new platform. Egypt, the EU, Morocco and the United States indicated their support for expanding the
eBCD system including on cost effectiveness versus developing a new system from scratch. Japan expressed
concern over the possible high costs of adapting the eBCD system and suggested not ruling out the
development of a new system. Following further discussions and the need to analyze in detail further the
technical and financial options, the Chair concluded that the Group will recommend to IMM that a feasibility
study and cost analysis be conducted in order to assist in the decision making on this point.

Japan presented very preliminary ideas on cost-sharing, including specific contributions by catching and
trading CPCs and/or funding through the Commission budget. The Group agreed to continue these
discussions intersessionally as well as in IMM but noted that the results of the feasibility study would be
needed to better frame these discussions.

Japan outlined a proposed timeline leading to adoption of a draft Recommendation at the 2026 Commission
meeting, subsequent system development and testing, and eventual implementation. Several CPCs once
again underlined the importance of having the results of the feasibility study to guide further discussions of
the Working Group before moving ahead with a proposal being submitted to PWG.

Recognizing the importance and interventions made, Japan invited further discussion on treatment of small-
scale fisheries. Several CPCs noted the importance of defining criteria for small-scale vessels as well as
recalling the derogations applied already in the eastern bluefin tuna measure. The Chair encouraged CPCs
to submit more information for the Group to further reflect on the nature of the special consideration
needed for small-scale fisheries in the context of an expanded CDS.

As regards bycatch, Japan proposed inclusion in the CDS and the Group agreed that such catches should be
recorded consistent with current eBCD practice and the objectives of a catch based CDS.

On sport and recreational fisheries, the United States and Morocco recalled that catches not destined for
sale would not need to be included in the CDS, although Japan noted that the tropical tuna measures did not
contain such prohibitions. The Group considered this needed to be further discussed in IMM as well
potentially by Panel 1 and PWG.

Concerning flag validation, Japan proposed that the flag CPC should be responsible in the case of charter
arrangements pending further discussions foreseen on the ICCAT chartering measure. Several CPCs recalled
that under their national systems validation rests with the flag State.

Japan suggested exploring the possibility of waiving government validation for tagged fish as in the BCD
programme, also retaining the use of paper CDSs as a contingency in case of system malfunction or in trade
with non-CPCs as provided for under the bluefin tuna programme. The Group agreed with the rationale
although noted further discussion may be needed on specificities relevant to swordfish and bigeye fisheries
and trade.

Pew underlined the importance of including both specifically, highlighting the overfished status of
swordfish.
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5. Consideration of the operational and technical aspects of expanded CDS

As agreed by the Group, this agenda item was already addressed under item 4.

6. Next steps and future intersessional work

The Chair summarized the main discussions including the agreement to propose a feasibility study and cost
analysis to IMM. It was recalled that a draft Recommendation on the expanded CDS should be developed for
consideration by the Commission in 2026 in line with Rec. 23-22.

Japan indicated that it would further consider the matter and may prepare a revised document to guide
future discussions.

The Chair encouraged further exchanges after IMM and intersessionally in order to move forward with the
agreed workplan of the Group.

7. Consideration of any issues arising from the First Standing CDS WG Meeting in relation to eBCD
and other elements

The Chair recalled the “Chairs Report on the First Meeting of the Standing Catch Documentation Scheme
Working Group (CDS WG)” and the Secretariat presented a “Technological update of the eBCD system”,
relating to the ageing eBCD system architecture. Following discussion, it was agreed by the Group that the
related cost implications would need to be further discussed by IMM and the Commission including in the
context of the proposed feasibility study which, if agreed, would follow ICCAT normal procurement rules.

8. Any other matters

No other matters were raised.

9. Adoption of the report and adjournment

It was agreed that the report would be adopted by correspondence. The Chair thanked participants for their
constructive contributions and adjourned the meeting.
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Senior Compliance Officer, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 80 East White Hills Road, St. John's, NL A1C5X1
Tel: +1 709 685 1531, E-Mail: dion.browne@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Cossette, Frédéric
Policy Advisor, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent St., Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6
Tel: +1 343 541 6921, E-Mail: frederic.cossette@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Oceans North, Sydney NS B1P 6P3
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Tel: +506 899 22693, E-Mail: bpacheco@incopesca.go.cr; bernald.pacheco@gmail.com

COTE D'IVOIRE

Djou, Kouadio Julien

Statisticien de la Direction de Péches, Chef de Service Etudes, Statistiques et Documentation, Direction des Péches (DP),
ministére des Ressources Animales et halieutiques (MIRAH), 27 Rue des pécheurs, BP V19, Abidjan 01

Tel: +225 79 15 96 22, Fax: +225 21 25 67 27, E-Mail: djoujulien225@gmail.com; ko.djou@ressourcesanimales.gouv.ci

EGYPT

Abdou Mahmoud Tawfeek Hammam, Doaa

Lakes and Fish Resources Protection and Development Agency, 210, area B - City, 5th District Road 90, 11311 New Cairo
Tel: +201 117 507 513, Fax: +202 281 17007, E-Mail: gafrd_EG@hotmail.com

Badr, Fatma Elzahraa

Fish Production Specialist, Agreements Administration, Lakes and Fish Resources Protection and Development Agency,
210, area B - City, 5th District Road 90, 11311 New Cairo

Tel: +201 092 348 338, Fax: +202 228 117 008, E-Mail: fatima.elzahraa.medo@gmail.com

EUROPEAN UNION

Howard, Séamus

European Commission, DG MARE, Rue Joseph 11 99, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 50083; +32 488 258 038, E-Mail: seamus.howard@ec.europa.eu

*Head Delegate
1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.
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Magnolo, Lorenzo Giovanni
Permanent Representation of Italy to the EU, MASAF - DG PESCA, 00187 Rome, Italy
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Defriez, Emma
Seacole Building 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF
Tel: +44 750 318 6847, E-Mail: emma.defriez@marinemanagement.org.uk

Harrison-Stirling, Montgomery
DEFRA, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF
Tel: +44 203 025 9470, E-Mail: montgomery.harrison-stirling@defra.gov.uk

Jennings, Sebastian
Senior Data Officer, Marine Management Organisation (MMO), Aqua House, 20 Lionel Street, Birmingham B31AQ
Tel: +44 740 782 6798, E-Mail: sebastian.jennings@marinemanagement.org.uk

Kowalska O'Neil, Eleanor
Marine Management Organisation, Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, NE4 7YH
Tel: +44 788 212 5296, E-Mail: eleanor.kowalskao'neil@marinemanagement.org.uk

May, Stefan

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2nd Floor, Foss House, Kings Pool, 1-2 Peasholme Green, York,
YO1 7PX

Tel: +44 208 026 7627, E-Mail: stefan.may@defra.gov.uk

Murphy, Paul

Principal Fisheries Manager, Marine Management Organisation (MMO) Chi Gallos Hayle Marine Renewables Business
Park, Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, London NE4 7YH

Tel: +44 782 575 4838, E-Mail: paul. murphy@marinemanagement.org.uk

0'Donoghue, Katrina

Senior Marine Officer, Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing Team - Single Liaison Office, Marine
Management Organisation, Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol BS1 5AH

Tel: +44 2080 260404, E-Mail: katrina.o'donoghue@marinemanagement.org.uk

Peel, Michael
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs - DEFRA, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF
Tel: +44 798 418 9608, E-Mail: michael.peel@defra.gov.uk

Schaeffter, Gerlinde

Senior Policy Advisor, Illegal, Unregulated & Unreported Fishing Policy, Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, DEFRA, 1st floor, Seacole Block, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF

Tel: +44 208 026 1572, E-Mail: gerlinde.schaeffter@defra.gov.uk

UNITED STATES

King, Melanie Diamond

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 301 427 3087, E-Mail: melanie.king@noaa.gov

Harris, Madison

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 202 480 4592, E-Mail: madison.harris@noaa.gov

Anderson, Amy
NOAA, 1318 East West Highway SSMC-3, Suite 3301, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 240 856 7200, E-Mail: amy.anderson@noaa.gov

Baker, Colleen

Foreign Affairs Officer, Office of Marine Conservation (OES/OMC), Department of State, Washington DC 20520
Tel: +1 609 206 9830; +1 202 538 1070, E-Mail: bakercaZ@fan.gov
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Campbell, Derek

Attorney-Advisor International Section, Office of General Counsel - International Law, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W. HCHB Room 48026,
Washington, D.C. 20230

Tel: +1 202 482 0031, Fax: +1 202 371 0926, E-Mail: derek.campbell@noaa.gov

Htun, Emma
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of International Affairs and
Seafood Inspection, MD 20910

Javor, Pallavi
NOAA, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 202 936 5875, E-Mail: pallavi.javor@noaa.gov

Moore, Kathleen

Living Marine Resources Program Manager, United States Coast Guard, Atlantic Area-Response, Office of Maritime
Security and Law Enforcement, 431 Crawford St., Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

Tel: +1 571 607 2157, E-Mail: katie.s.moore@uscg.mil

Shefferman, Ilissa
NOAA, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 312 545 6457; +1 202 815 5704, E-Mail: ilissa.shefferman@noaa.gov

URUGUAY

Forselledo, Rodrigo *

Direccién Nacional de Recursos Acudaticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Pelagicos, Constituyente 1497, CP 11200
Montevideo

Tel: +598 2400 46 89; +598 99 487 401, E-Mail: rforselledo@gmail.com; rforselledo@mgap.gub.uy

VENEZUELA

Galicia Tremont, Jeiris Nathaly *

Directora General de Pesca Industrial, Viceministerio de Produccién primaria Pesquera y Acuicola, Av. Lecuna, Torre
Este, Parque central, piso 17

Tel: +58 0414 970 3064, E-Mail: ing.jeirisgalicia@gmail.com; dgpi.minpesca@gmail.com; jgalicia.minpesca@gmail.com

Miranda Cérdova, Jests

Gerente de Ordenacion Pesquera, Ministerio de Pesca y Acuicultura - INSOPESCA, Torre Este, Parque central, Piso 12,
1015 Caracas

Tel: +58 412 369 5325, E-Mail: mirandaj1201@gmail.com; marinefishbp@gmail.com

OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES

CHINESE TAIPEI

Chou, Shih-Chin

Section Chief, Distant Water Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, 8F, No. 100, Sec. 2, Heping W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist.,
10060

Tel: +886 2 2383 5915, Fax: +886 2 2332 7395, E-Mail: chou1967sc@gmail.com; shihcin@ms1.fa.gov.tw

Chou, Ling-Fei
Deputy Director, Representative Office in the EU and Belgium, Square de Meefis 26-27, 1000 Bruxelles, BELGICA
Tel: +32 02 287 2800, Fax: +32 02 513 9590, E-Mail: lingfei@ms1.fa.gov.tw

Fu, Tzu-Yu Richard
Director, Representative Office in the EU and Belgium, Square de Meefis 26-27, 1000 Brussels, BELGICA
Tel: +32 0 2 287 2800, Fax: +32 0 2 513 9590, E-Mail: tzuyufu@moa.gov.tw

Hsiao, Kai-Han

Master Student, Graduate Institute of Marine Affairs, National Sun Yat-sen University, 70 Lien-Hai Road, Kaohsiung,
80424

Tel: +886 7 525 2000, E-Mail: h86095764@gmail.com

Kao, Shih-Ming

Professor, Graduate Institute of Marine Affairs, National Sun Yat-sen University, 70 Lien-Hai Road, 80424 Kaohsiung
City

Tel: +886 7 525 2000 Ext. 5305, Fax: +886 7 525 6205, E-Mail: kaosm@mail.nsysu.edu.tw
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Yang, Shan-Wen
Secretary, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F, No. 14, Wenzhou Street, Da'an Dist., 10648
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 #151, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: shenwen@ofdc.org.tw

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE - EAC

Isnor, Holly

Ecology Action Centre - EAC, 2705 Fern Lane, Halifax Nova Scotia B3K 4L3, Canada
Tel: +1 902 580 0600, E-Mail: hollyisnor@ecologyaction.ca

FISHERY IMPROVEMENT PLAN - FIP

Oihenarte Zubiaga, Aintzina

FIP, Bizkaiko Jaurerria, 2 1%izq, 48370 Bermeo, Bizkaia, Espafia

Tel: +34 944 000 660, E-Mail: departamentotecnico@fipblues.com; aoihenarte@datafishts.com

GLOBAL FISHING WATCH

Arruda Séga, Luana

Global Fishing Watch, CCSW 4, 70680-450 Brasilia DF, Brazil

Tel: +554 799 966 3536, E-Mail: luana.sega@globalfishingwatch.org

Bartra, Ariadna
Global Fishing Watch, 2051BB North Holland, Netherlands
Tel: +31 643 281 665, E-Mail: ariadna.bartra-baron@globalfishingwatch.org

Elliott, Brianna
Global Fishing Watch, 1025 Connecticut Ave NW # 200, Washington, DC 20036, United States
Tel: +1 443 226 3379, E-Mail: brianna.elliott@globalfishingwatch.org

INTERNATIONAL SEAFOOD SUSTAINABILITY FOUNDATION - ISSF
Recio Vazquez, Lorena

Data Analyst and Research Assistant, ISSF, 28003 Madrid, Espafia

Tel: +34 622 86 03 85, E-Mail: Irecio@iss-foundation.org

OCEANA

Vulperhorst, Vanya

OCEANA, Rue Montoyer 39, 1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 513 2242; +32 479 927 029, E-Mail: vvulperhorst@oceana.org

PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS - PEW

Evangelides, Nikolas

Pew Charitable Trusts, 20 Eastbourne Terrace, London W2 6LA, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 20 7535 4232, E-Mail: nevangelides@pewtrusts.org

SCIAENA

Carvalho, Gongalo

SCIAENA, Incubadora de Empresas da Universidade do Algarve, Campus de Gambelas, Pavilhdo B1, 8005-226 Faro,
Portugal

Tel: +351 936 257 281, E-Mail: gcarvalho@sciaena.org; sciaena@sciaena.org

OTHER PARTICIPANTS

SCRS CHAIRPERSON

Brown, Craig A.

SCRS Chairperson, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries
Service, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149, United States

Tel: +1 305 586 6589, E-Mail: drcabrown@comcast.net; craig.brown@noaa.gov

TRAGSA

Cuadra Garcia, Manuel Francisco

TRAGSA, C/ Julian Camarillo 6B, 28037 Madrid, Espaiia
Tel: +34 91 322 5209, E-Mail: mcuadra@tragsa.es
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Pelayo, Victor
TRAGSA, C/ Julian Camarillo 6B, Espafia
E-Mail: vpelayo@tragsa.es

eskeskokok

ICCAT Secretariat
C/ Corazén de Maria 8 - 6th floor, 28002 Madrid - Spain
Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int

Manel, Camille Jean Pierre
Neves dos Santos, Miguel
Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais
Mayor, Carlos

Campoy, Rebecca

Motos, Beatriz

Peyre, Christine

Baity, Dawn

Idrissi, M'Hamed
Martinez Herranz, Javier
Mergarejo Dremov, Félix
Peiia, Esther

Samedy, Valérie

Vieito, Aldana
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