SECOND MEETING OF JEG-CC — ONLINE, 2024

Report of the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change (JEG-CC)
(Online, 2-3 July 2024)

1. Opening of meeting and meeting arrangements

The meeting was held online on 2-3 July 2024. The JEG-CC and meeting Chair, Dr Kelly Kryc (USA) opened
the meeting and welcomed participants (the “Group”) to the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate
Change (JEG-CC). The Chair also thanked participants for joining from various time zones to work
together to advance ICCATs efforts to address Climate Change.

Dr Miguel Neves dos Santos, the Assistant Executive Secretary, welcomed the Group, provided some
logistical remarks and reminded participants to consider the interpreters and speak slowly.

In attendance were Belize, Brazil, Canada, China (P.R.), Egypt, El Salvador, European Union, France (St Pierre
and Miquelon), Ghana, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, Norway, Panama, Senegal, United Kingdom, United States,
Uruguay, Venezuela, and Chinese Taipei. In addition, three intergovernmental organisations (International
Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), Ministerial Conference on fisheries cooperation among African
States bordering the Atlantic Ocean (ATLAFCO / COMHAFAT), Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission (SRFC))
and five observers (Associacao de Ciencias Marinhas e Cooperagao (SCIAENA), German Foundation for
Marine Conservation (DSM), International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), Pew Charitable Trusts
(PEW), Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF)) participated.

The Chair noted that, as a joint meeting of the Commission and the SCRS, it is critical for scientists and
managers to work together to navigate the challenges associated with integrating Climate Change into ICCAT
processes. As such, she introduced the SCRS Chair, Dr Craig Brown (USA) as a co-facilitator of the meeting.
The SCRS Chair highlighted the need to work collaboratively with Commissioners to determine ICCAT’s
approach to addressing the impacts of Climate Change in its work.

2. Nomination of Rapporteur

Ms. Robynn Laplante (Canada) was appointed as Rapporteur of the meeting.

3. Adoption of agenda

The Chair summarized the draft agenda and opened the floor for comments. The meeting Agenda was
adopted without any changes and is attached as Appendix 1.

The List of Participants is included in Appendix 2.

4. Presentation from the Chair on the Climate Change Experts Meeting held in July 2023, including
presentation of the 2023 Draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change
Relevant documents: “Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change”, Report of the ICCAT Climate
Change Experts Meeting

The Chair provided a brief summary of the Climate Change Experts Meeting held in 2023 and pointed to the
Nextcloud where all relevant presentations and documents from that meeting are available in each of the
official languages of the Commission.


https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2023/REPORTS/2023_CLIM_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2023/REPORTS/2023_CLIM_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2023/REPORTS/2023_CLIM_ENG.pdf
https://secretariat.iccat.int/index.php/s/FHjD4tKXb8bsm9R?path=%2F2024_meeting_folder%2FJuly_meeting
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5. Presentation and discussion of a ‘stock-take’ review on Climate Change work within ICCAT’s
subsidiary bodies, including discussion of how climate-related information can be incorporated
into the ICCAT decision-making processes, from both a management and scientific perspective
Relevant document: “ICCAT Climate Change Stock-Take Analysis”

The Chair recalled the objective of the stock-take analysis, as agreed to in the Resolution by ICCAT on next
steps of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in 2024 (Res. 23-19), which is to summarize areas where
Climate Change work is ongoing, where future and further exploration and work are needed, and what
barriers and challenges may be present as we undertake this work. It is important to note that this
stock-take analysis is not intended to reflect the view of the SCRS or provide SCRS advice. This was an
exercise for the Commission and SCRS Officers to provide input into a document that could be used as a
resource to inform the work of the JEG-CC. It is not an official or endorsed product.

Resolution 23-19 provides a framework for the stock-take analysis exercise; to initiate the stock-take
exercise, three sets of questions were disseminated to Commission Officers, the SCRS Officers and the SCRS
Chair, respectively. The JEG-CC Chair received responses from 7 out of 13 Commission Officers, the SCRS
Chair; and 9 SCRS Officers. A summary document is available as “ICCAT Climate Change Stock-Take Analysis”.

Generally, the stock-take exercise questions focused on how the Commission can integrate Climate Change
impacts into scientific processes and management decisions by identifying ongoing and future efforts,
challenges/barriers, the current SCRS structure/ICCAT resources, possible opportunities for collaboration,
and the development of tools or approaches that can be used to formulate scientific advice.

In summary, ICCAT Officers noted that while the Commission and SCRS already incorporate Climate Change
considerations into its scientific and management processes (through management strategy evaluations
and stock assessments) there are potential other streams of work (long-term projections, methods for
integrating environmental variables, and guidance on adaptive management strategies). Initially, this can be
absorbed within the current ICCAT structure, but it should be noted that additional resources (human and
financial) or prioritization exercises may need to be explored. Barriers and challenges identified in this
exercise included lack of available knowledge and resources, particularly as the SCRS already has a heavy
workload. To address this, it was suggested that CPCs provide additional data to the Commission to address
identified gaps, continue to support and provide scientists to contribute to the work of the SCRS, and identify
clear, specific feasible objectives related to Climate Change and make clear requests to the SCRS. It was also
noted that increased collaboration with other regional fisheries management organisations or international
organisations, such as the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), could be beneficial in
addressing process-related questions and data gaps.

JEG-CC participants expressed general support for this document and some participants raised specific
comments/questions as reflected below:

- Concerned with the SCRS workload and available resources. JEG-CC participants also agreed with
the need to provide clear and concise requests to the SCRS. The SCRS Chair noted the importance
of incorporating Climate Change impacts into science advice particularly as it is having an effect
on the core functions of the SCRS.

- Highlighted the need to prioritize Climate Change work by developing short, medium, and
long-term work plans that focus on species that are most likely affected by Climate Change
impacts.

- Recognized the work underway to incorporate Climate Change considerations into ICCAT
decisions and noted their preference to focus on improving existing tools and processes, rather
than bringing in new elements at this time.

- Requested clarification on the future of the stock-take exercise document, particularly as it relates
to Commission endorsement. The Chair noted that the purpose of the document is to serve as a
resource to inform discussions and reemphasized that it was not envisioned to be a Commission-
endorsed product.

- Considered the need to improve coordination internally within ICCAT subsidiary bodies, the SCRS,
and with external experts.


https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-19-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-19-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-19-e.pdf
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6. Identification of other priority areas of Climate Change work, including engagement with
stakeholder groups and other relevant international organizations

JEG-CC participants were generally supportive of the need to collaborate with external partners. Some CPCs
referenced existing collaborative efforts such as work underway with the General Fisheries Commission for
the Mediterranean (GFCM) and through the Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (ABN]) Tuna Project. JEG-
CC participants also highlighted the importance of collaborating with Regional Fisheries Management
Organizations (RFMOs) in the Atlantic, but also in other oceans, especially as this topic is being discussed
across various multilateral fora.

It was also noted though that ICCAT should focus on improving internal coordination first. Related to this
point, one CPC noted the importance of the Group taking stock of what ICCAT is already doing in terms of
Climate Change related work and vet this work through the SCRS before engaging externally.

A representative of ICES presented its work on incorporating Climate Change into scientific processes,
including consulting relevant stakeholders through an advisory process and providing advice to managers
that identify different scenarios and risks for management decisions. The ICES representatives highlighted
the importance of collaborating with other organisations and mentioned the ongoing efforts between ICCAT
and ICES, including the development of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to facilitate and strengthen
such collaboration.

7. Consider, revise, and aim to agree on the Draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change
Relevant Document: “Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change”

The Chair provided an overview of the “Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change”, which included
2024-2026 workplan tasks for the Commission, the SCRS, and STACFAD to further consider climate change
in the work of ICCAT.

Significant discussion was had regarding the scope and workplan elements of this document. While most
JEG-CC participants supported the need to incorporate climate change considerations into ICCAT work,
common concerns expressed related to the practicality and feasibility of this work within the current ICCAT
structure. Discussion focused primarily on whether or not a formal working group is needed at this time
and if the topic of Climate Change should be a standing agenda item for the Commission. The group also
generally agreed on the need to focus on Climate Change work already being done by ICCAT rather than
undertaking new tasks and creating additional workload for the SCRS.

The Group pointed at the clear need for coordination between the Commission and the SCRS and agreed to
ensure clear and concise questions are communicated to the SCRS, to ensure effective use of ICCAT
resources.

A major point of discussion was with respect to Annex 1, which included topics related to the provision of
climate-informed scientific advice. Some JEG-CC participants were not supportive of including a reference
to Annex 1 in the Draft Plan of Action, as it was not formally endorsed by Commission bodies and should not
be used to dictate the scope of future work. Other JEG-CC participants disagreed as they do not view this
document as limiting future work, but rather as a tool to guide future discussions. Ultimately, a compromise
was reached in which the meeting Chair agreed to move the list of topics from Annex 1 to the stock-take
document.

Some discussion was also had on Commission finances and how to incorporate financial and
human-resources considerations into this process. The Group agreed to task STACFAD to conduct a resource
needs analysis by 2025 to support decision-making associated with this process.

Swift progress was made to reconcile the outstanding elements in the Draft Plan of Action, however some
text still remains in brackets. A new version of the “Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change”, was
produced and is attached as Appendix 3.
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8. Consider whether another meeting is needed in 2024
Considering the Group was unable to finalize the draft text, the Chair offered an opportunity for an
additional meeting to tackle the remaining items. It was agreed that the Chair would circulate a revised

version of the draft Plan of Action for CPC comment and that the possibility of a short, third online meeting
of the JEG-CC would be explored with the Secretariat.

9. Prepare a report to the Commission setting out proposed next steps, including the potential
need for future meetings, the appropriate body or forum for those meetings, and their
frequency

The Chair will circulate a draft meeting report along with the revised version of the Draft Plan of Action, for

review by CPCs. The Group agreed to adopt the meeting report via correspondence.

10. Any other matters

No other matters were raised.

11. Adoption of the report and adjournment

The report will be adopted by correspondence. The meeting was adjourned.



10.

11.
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Appendix 1

Agenda

Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements
Nomination of Rapporteur
Adoption of agenda

Presentation from the Chair on the Climate Change Experts Meeting held in July 2023, including
presentation of the 2023 Draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change

Presentation and discussion of a ‘stock-take’ review on Climate Change work within ICCAT’s subsidiary
bodies, including discussion of how climate-related information can be incorporated into the ICCAT

decision-making processes, from both a management and scientific perspective

Identification of other priority areas of Climate Change work, including engagement with stakeholder
groups and other relevant international organizations

Consider, revise, and aim to agree on the Draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change
Consider whether another meeting is needed in 2024

Prepare a report to the Commission setting out proposed next steps, including the potential need for
future meetings, the appropriate body or forum for those meetings, and their frequency

Any other matters

Adoption of the report and adjournment
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Appendix 2
List of participants*?
CONTRACTING PARTIES

BELIZE

Coc, Charles

Fisheries Scientist and Data Officer, Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, Ministry of Finance, Government of Belize, Keystone
Building, Suite 501, 304 Newtown Barracks, Belize City

Tel: +501 223 4918, E-Mail: charles.coc@bhsfu.gov.bz

Robinson, Robert

Deputy Director for High Seas Fisheries, Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, Ministry of Finance, Government of Belize,
Keystone Building, Suite 501, 304 Newtown Barracks, Belize City

Tel: +501 223 4918, Fax: +501 223 5087, E-Mail: deputydirector@bhsfu.gov.bz; robert.robinson@bhsfu.gov.bz

BRAZIL

Souza Lira, Alex

Registering, Monitoring and Research Secretariat, Esplanada dos Ministérios, Setor de Autarquias Sul Q. 2, 70043-900
Brasilia, DF

Tel: +55 819 855 15243, E-Mail: alexlira@mpa.gov.br

CANADA

Waddell, Mark *

Director General, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa ON K1AOE6
Tel: +1 613 897 0162, E-Mail: mark.waddell@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Cossette, Frédéric
Policy Advisor, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent St.,, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6
Tel: +1 343 541 6921, E-Mail: frederic.cossette@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Duprey, Nicholas
Senior Science Advisor, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200-401 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC V6C 3R2
Tel: +1 604 499 0469, E-Mail: nicholas.duprey@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Gillespie, Kyle
Aquatic Science Biologist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 125 Marine Science Drive, St. Andrews, NB, E5B 0E4
Tel: +1 506 529 5725, E-Mail: kyle.gillespie@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Hanke, Alexander
Research Scientist, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 531 Brandy Cove Road, St. Andrews, NB E5B 2L9
Tel: +1 506 529 5912, E-Mail: alexhanke@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Schleit, Kathryn
Oceans North, 1459 Hollis Street, Unit 101, Halifax, NS B3L1Y1
Tel: +1 902 488 4078, E-Mail: kschleit@oceansnorth.ca

Smith-Laplante, Robynn-Bella
Policy Analyst, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, ON K1AOE6
Tel: +1 343 542 8414, E-Mail: Robynn-Bella.Smith-Laplante@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

CHINA (P.R)

Feng, Ji

Shanghai Ocean University, 999 Hucheng Huan Rd, 201306 Shanghai

Tel: +86 159 215 36810, E-Mail: fengji_shou@163.com; fji1l3_shou@yeah.net; 276828719@qq.com; f52e@qqg.com

“Head Delegate.
1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.
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EGYPT

El-Haweet, Alaa Eldin Ahmed

Professor of Fishery Biology and Management, President Assistant of Arab Academy for Science, Technology & Maritime
Transport., Ex-Dean of College of Fisheries Technology and Aquaculture, 210, area B - City, 5th District Road 90, 11311
New Cairo

Tel: +201 006 633 546, Fax: +203 563 4115, E-Mail: aelhaweet@gmail.com; el haweet@yahoo.com;
gafrd.egypt@gmail.com; Information@gafrd.org

Nasr, Marwa Abdelfatah
Tel: +20 111 500 1400, E-Mail: marwanasr899@gmail.com

Sayed Farrag, Mahmoud Mahrous
Associate Professor of Marine Biology, Zoology Department, Faculty of Science, Al-Azhar University, Assiut, 71511
Tel: +20 100 725 3531, Fax: +20 882 148 093, E-Mail: m_mahrousfarrag@yahoo.com

Wahba, Rana Adel
International Cooperation Representative, New Cairo
Tel: +201 206 692 278, Fax: +202 281 117 007, E-Mail: rana.adel.wahba@gmail.com; cindrella_ranosh@hotmail.com

EL SALVADOR

Vasquez Jovel, Antonio Carlos

Jefe de Oficina de Pesca Internacional, Centro para el Desarrollo de la Pesca y Acuicultura (CENDEPESCA), Final 1°
Ave. Norte y Ave. Manuel Gallardo, Santa Tecla, La Libertad

E-Mail: antonio.vasquez@mag.gob.sv

EUROPEAN UNION

Billiet, Stijn *

Head of EU Unit, European Commission, DG Mare B 2, Rue Joseph II - 99, 1049 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 57641, E-Mail: stijn.billiet@ec.europa.eu

Howard, Séamus
European Commission, DG MARE, Rue Joseph I1 99, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 50083; +32 488 258 038, E-Mail: seamus.howard@ec.europa.eu

Jonusas, Stanislovas

Unit C3: Scientific Advice and Data Collection DG MARE - Fisheries Policy Atlantic, North Sea, Baltic and Outermost
Regions European Commission, J-99 02/38 Rue Joseph II, 99, 1049 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +3222 980 155, E-Mail: Stanislovas.Jonusas@ec.europa.eu

Alvarez Berastegui, Diego

Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, Centro Oceanografico de Baleares, Muelle de Poniente s/n, 07010 Palma de Mallorca,
Espafia

Tel: +34 971 133 720; +34 626 752 436, E-Mail: diego.alvarez@ieo.csic.es

Andonegi Odriozola, Eider
AZTI, Txatxarramendi ugartea z/g, 48395 Sukarrieta, Bizkaia, Spain
Tel: +34 661 630 221, E-Mail: eandonegi@azti.es

Arrizabalaga, Haritz

Principal Investigator, AZTI Marine Research Basque Research and Technology Alliance (BRTA), Herrera Kaia Portualde
z/g, 20110 Pasaia, Gipuzkoa, Spain

Tel: +34 94 657 40 00; +34 667 174 477, Fax: +34 94 300 48 01, E-Mail: harri@azti.es

Carreio-Castilla, Alejandro
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, 07015 Baleares, Palma de Mallorca, Spain
Tel: +34 97 113 3720, E-Mail: alejandro.carreno@ieo.csic.es

Chapela Lorenzo, Isabel

Centro Oceanografico de Santander (COST-IEO). Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones
Cientificas (IEO- CSIC), C/ Severiano Ballesteros 16, 39004 Santander Cantabria, Spain

Tel: +34 942 291 716; +34 662 540 979, E-Mail: isabel.chapela@ieo.csic.es
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Di Natale, Antonio
Director, Aquastudio Research Institute, Via Trapani 6, 98121 Messina, Italy
Tel: +39 336 333 366, E-Mail: adinatale@acquariodigenova.it; adinatale@costaedutainment.it

Erauskin-Extramiana, Maite
AZTI, Herrera Kaia, Portualdea z/g, 20110 Pasaia, Gipuzkoa, Spain
Tel: +34 634 210 341, E-Mail: merauskin@azti.es

Gordoa, Ana

Senior Scientist, Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Blanes (CEAB - CSIC), Acc. Cala St. Francesc, 14, 17300 Blanes, Girona,
Spain

Tel: +34 972 336101; +34 666 094 459, E-Mail: gordoa@ceab.csic.es

Juan-Jorda, Maria José
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia (IEO), C/ Corazén de Maria, 8, 28002 Madrid, Spain
Tel: +34 671 072 900, E-Mail: mjuan.jorda@ieo.csic.es; mjuanjorda@gmail.com

Merino, Gorka
AZTI - Tecnalia /Itsas lkerketa Saila, Herrera Kaia Portualdea z/g, 20100 Pasaia - Gipuzkoa, Spain
Tel: +34 94 657 4000; +34 664 793 401, Fax: +34 94 300 4801, E-Mail: gmerino@azti.es

Moniz, Isadora
OPAGAC, C/ Ayala, n2 54, 22 A, 28001 Madrid, Spain
Tel: +34 91 431 48 57; +34 608 927 478, E-Mail: fip@opagac.org

Orozco, Lucie

Chargée de mission affaires thoniéres, Direction générale de affaires maritimes, de la péche et de l'aquaculture
(DGAMPA), Bureau des Affaires Européennes et Internationales (BAEI), Tour Séquoia 1 place Carpeaux, 92055 La
Défense, ile de France, France

Tel: +33 140 819 531; +33 660 298 721, Fax: +33 140 817 039, E-Mail: lucie.orozco@mer.gouv.fr

Patrocinio Ibarrola, Teodoro
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia-CSIC, 15001 A Corufia, Spain
Tel: +34 981 218 151, E-Mail: teo.ibarrola@ieo.csic.es

Quelle Eijo, Pablo

Titulado superior de Actividades Técnicas y Profesionales, Centro Oceanografico de Santander (COST-IEO). Centro
Nacional Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia (CN-IEO). Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC),
C/ Severiano Ballesteros 16, 39004 Santander, Cantabria, Spain

Tel: +34 942 291 716, Fax: +34 942 275 072, E-Mail: pablo.quelle@ieo.csic.es

Reglero Baron, Patricia

Centro Oceanografico de las Islas Baleares, Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia, Muelle de Poniente s/n, 07015 Palma de
Mallorca Islas Baleares, Spain

Tel: +34 971 13 37 20, E-Mail: patricia.reglero@ieo.csic.es

Rico Fernandez, Maria José
Federacién de Cofradias de Pescadores Asturias, Area Servicios Logisticos AP 7,33212 El Musel, Gijén, Asturias, Spain
Tel: +34 665 593 182, E-Mail: mj.rico@fecoppas.es; mjose@fecoppas.e.telefonica.net

Rodriguez-Marin, Enrique

Centro Oceanografico de Santander (COST-IEO). Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia (IEO). Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Cientificas (CSIC), C.0. de Santander, C/ Severiano Ballesteros 16, 39004 Santander, Cantabria, Spain
Tel: +34 942 291 716, Fax: +34 942 27 50 72, E-Mail: enrique.rmarin@ieo.csic.es

Rueda Ramirez, Lucia
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia IEO CSIC. C.0. de Malaga, Puerto pesquero s/n, 29640 Fuengirola Malaga, Spain
Tel: +34 952 197 124, E-Mail: lucia.rueda@ieo.csic.es

Tugores Ferra, Maria Pilar

ICTS SOCIB - Sistema d'observacid y prediccié costaner de les Illes Balears, Moll de Ponent, S/N, 07015 Palma de
Mallorca, Spain

Tel: +34 971 133 720, E-Mail: pilar.tugores@ieo.csic.es
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FRANCE (ST PIERRE & MIQUELON)

Haziza, Juliette * 1

Chargée de mission des négociations thoniéres, Secrétariat d'Etat a la mer - Direction Générale des Affaires Maritimes,
de la Péche et de I'Aquaculture (DGAMPA), 92055 La Défense

GHANA

Kwame Dovlo, Emmanuel

Director, Fisheries Scientific Survey Division, Fisheries Commission, P.0. Box GP 630, Accra, Tema
Tel: +233 243 368 091, E-Mail: emmanuel.dovlo@fishcom.gov.gh

JAPAN

Hiwatari, Kimiyoshi

Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907

Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: kimiyosi_hiwatari190@maff.go.jp

Kawashima, Tetsuya
Counsellor, Resources Management Department, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1008907
Tel: +81 335 028 460, E-Mail: tetsuya_kawashima610@maff.go.jp

MEXICO

Ramirez Lopez, Karina

Instituto Mexicano de Pesca y Acuacultura Sustentables (IMIPAS), Centro Regional de Investigacién Acuicolay Pesquera
- Veracruz, Av. Ejército Mexicano No0.106 - Colonia Exhacienda, Ylang Ylang, C.P. 94298 Boca de Rio, Veracruz

Tel: +52 5538719500, Ext. 55756, E-Mail: karina.ramirez@imipas.gob.mx; kramirez_inp@yahoo.com

MOROCCO

Abid, Noureddine

Chercheur et ingénieur halieute au Centre Régional de Recherche Halieutique de Tanger, Responsable du programme
de suivi et d'étude des ressources des grands pélagiques, Centre régional de I'INRH a Tanger/M'dig, B.P. 5268, 90000
Drabed, Tanger

Tel: +212 53932 5134; +212 663 708 819, Fax: +212 53932 5139, E-Mail: nabid@inrh.ma

Haoujar, Bouchra

Cheffe de Service des Especes Marines Migratrices et des Espaces Protégés, Département de la Péche Maritime, Nouveau
Quartier Administratif, BP 476, 10150 Haut Agdal, Rabat

Tel: +212 253 768 8115, Fax: +212 537 688 089, E-Mail: haoujar@mpm.gov.ma

Hassouni, Fatima Zohra

Chef de la Division de Durabilité et d'Aménagement des Ressources Halieutiques, Département de la Péche Maritime,
Nouveau Quartier Administratif, B.P.: 476, 10150 Haut Agdal Rabat

Tel: +212 537 688 122/21, Fax: +212 537 688 089, E-Mail: hassouni@mpm.gov.ma

NORWAY
Sgrdahl, Elisabeth * 1
Senior Adviser, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries, 0032 Oslo

Haakon Hoel, Alf
Norwegian College of Fisheries Science University of Tromsg, 9037
Tel: +47 928 27892, E-Mail: alf hakon.hoel@uit.no

Junge, Claudia
Institute of Marine Research (IMR), Nordnesgaten 50, 5005 Hordaland, Bergen
Tel: + 47 418 60794, E-Mail: Claudia.junge@hi.no

Munch-Ellingsen, Sofie

Higher Executive Officer, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries, Kongens gate 8, 0153,
(P.0.Box 8090 Dep), 0032 Oslo

Tel: +47 950 05084, E-Mail: sofie.munch-ellingsen@nfd.dep.no

PANAMA

Quintero, Thelma

Autoridad de los Recursos Acuaticos de Panama (ARAP), 0819-05850
Tel: +507 511 6000, E-Mail: tquintero@arap.gob.pa
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Rios, Evelyn

ARAP - Autoridad de Recursos Acudaticos de Panama, Edificio Riviera, Avenida Justo Arosemena y Calle 45 Bella Vista,
diagonal a la antigua Estacién el Arbol, 0819-05850

Tel: +1 507 511 6036, E-Mail: evelyn.rios@arap.gob.pa

SENEGAL

Diouf, Ibrahima

Ingénieur des Péches, Direction des Péches Maritimes, Chef de la Division de la Péche Industrielle, Diamniadio, Sphére
Ministérielle Ousmane Tanor DIENG, Immeuble D, 2e étage, BP 289 Dakar

Tel: +221 541 4764, Fax: +221 338 602 465, E-Mail: ivesdiouf@gmail.com

Ndoye, Aissatou Fall
Chef Bureau environnement marin et changement climatique, Direction des péches maritimes
E-Mail: ndfallastou@gmail.com

Séye, Mamadou

Ingénieur des Péches, Chef de la Division Gestion et Aménagement des Pécheries de la Direction des Péches Maritimes,
Sphere Ministérielle de Diamniadio Batiment D., 1, Rue Joris, Place du Tirailleur, BP 289 Dakar

Tel: +221 77 841 83 94, Fax: +221 821 47 58, E-Mail: mdseye@gmail.com; mdseyel@gmail.com; mdouseye@yahoo.fr
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Appendix 3

Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change
(Explanatory Note from the Chair of the Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in
consultation with the SCRS Chair)

The draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change was last considered at the 2023 ICCAT Annual Meeting.
The document is intended to serve as the workplan, called for in the Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change
(Rec.22-13) to guide the Commission and the SCRS’s future work on relevant issues associated with Climate
Change. The Plan of Action is designed to be a living document that is continually reviewed and revised by
the Commission and the SCRS as ICCAT builds upon this line of work.

The Resolution by ICCAT on next steps of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change in 2024 (Res. 23-19)
indicated that the 2024 Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change would include a presentation
and discussion of a “stock-take” review of relevant ongoing ICCAT work that relates to, or is impacted by,
Climate Change. Then, discussion of the results of the “stock-take” and any other priority areas of Climate
Change work may be accounted for in a revised draft Plan of Action for consideration first by the Joint
Experts Group on Climate Change and then the full Commission in November.

Accordingly, I have worked with the Chair of the SCRS to revise the draft Plan of Action based on the results
of the “stock-take.” The revised draft Plan of Action follows a similar structure to previous versions and
reflects much of the input provided by CPCs at the Annual Meeting. However, there are elements that have
been refined to reflect the input provided by the Commission and the SCRS Officers as part of the
“stock-take” exercise.

As reflected in the agenda, the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change will have an opportunity to further
refine this draft, in line with Res. 22-13, as a key next step to organizing and prioritizing ICCAT’s future
climate-related work. Adopting an initial Plan of Action will serve as an important tool for ICCAT to focus
its resources both internally and externally with other RFMOs and/or international organizations pursuing
similar goals of climate-adaptive fisheries management strategies.
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Revised ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change

(presented by the Climate Change Experts Meeting Chair in consultation with the SCRS Chair)

With a view to advancing the implementation of the Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change (Res. 22-13) and
the Resolution by ICCAT on next steps of the Joint Expert Group on Climate Change in 2024 (Res. 23-19), the
Commission endorses the following Plan of Action on Climate Change, noting that it is intended to be a living
document of priority Commission and SCRS actions that should be reviewed and revised, as appropriate, as
new information becomes available:

2024

Commission and SCRS

2025

SCRS

“Stock-take” exercise: As called for in Res. 23-19, the Chair of the Joint Experts Meetings on Climate
Change, working with the SCRS, its Officers, Commission Officers, and Chairs of Ad Hoc Working
Groups as necessary, will prepare and circulate in advance, a ‘stock-take’ review of relevant
ongoing ICCAT work which relates to, or is impacted by, Climate Change.

Second Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change: As called for in Res. 23-19, convene
a Second Meeting of the Joint Experts Group in order to build upon initial discussions held at the
2023 two-day Climate Change Experts Meeting and at the 2023 ICCAT Annual Meeting to explore
new or identify existing pathways for the SCRS to further consider and advise the Commission on
the issues specified in Res. 22-13, including the opportunity to consider, revise, and aim to agree
on the draft ICCAT Plan of Action on Climate Change.

[Climate Change Experts Group: Establish a Standing Joint Expert Group on Climate Change
(SJEG-CC) at the 2024 ICCAT Annual Meeting to provide a dedicated forum to further consider
and advise the Commission on the issues specified in Resolution by ICCAT on Climate Change
(Res. 22-13), to ensure continued close coordination between the SCRS and Commission, and to
guide cooperation with the FAO and other RFMOs.]

Organization and structure

Include Climate Change as an agenda item for SCRS subsidiary bodies, as appropriate, to provide
a dedicated time to discuss how the ongoing climate science can benefit the ICCAT management
and scientific processes.

Include Climate Change as a standing agenda item for the SCRS Plenary meeting to promote
coordination and information exchange among SCRS subsidiary bodies and external groups with
expertise in the field. As part of the SCRS annual report and other SCRS meeting reports, include
as appropriate, updates related to the execution of this Plan of Action. Additionally, include where
relevant a section on climate change considerations in the executive summaries for each Species
Group.

As the SCRS continues work to update the SCRS Strategic Plan, identify opportunities for
incorporating Climate Change considerations in the scientific work of ICCAT, including
prioritizing needed scientific research and data collection and specifying associated time frames
and resource needs, where possible.
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Research, data collection, and scientific tools and approaches

- As outlined by the 2024 stock-take exercise, the SCRS should identify and provide to the
Commission for review a draft list of proposed climate-related questions with implications for
management that the SCRS can use to continue integrating, as appropriate, climate considerations
into management advice to the Commission. These questions could consider the areas of interest
already identified by Commission Officers in the stock-take exercise, such as productivity,
recruitment, growth, and species distribution as well as how to better reconcile the different
timeframes used for climate science and fisheries management.

- In addition to developing these questions, the SCRS should continue advancing work related to
climate as indicated in the 2024 stock-take exercise. This work includes CPUE standardization
and incorporation of relevant oceanographic and environmental changes into the stock
assessment process, continuing to incorporate climate-related considerations into MSEs and
Management Procedure (MP) development, and continuing to develop an Ecosystems Approach
to Fisheries Management (EAFM) framework for ICCAT and an ecosystem report card, and
explore dynamic reference points.

Commission and SCRS
Alternative text

- The SCRS should initiate a process early in 2025 to begin drafting climate-related questions with
implications for management with a goal that the SCRS subsidiary bodies and SCRS plenary
review these questions before being discussed and endorsed by the Commission at their annual
meeting.

Commission

- Commission Agenda: Starting in 2025, include an agenda item on climate change as a standing
item. [“Matters pertaining to incorporating Climate Change considerations into the work of the
Commission”] on the Commission’s Plenary agenda for the Annual Meeting to review this Plan of
Action as needed and consider other relevant issues related to Climate Change each year,
including Climate Change impacts, mitigation, and adaptation.

- Review, provide feedback, and, if appropriate, endorse the proposed climate-related questions
with implications for management drafted by the SCRS.

- Provide feedback to the SCRS on matters stemming from the tasks outlined above.
- Panel Agendas: Starting in 2025, incorporate the issue of Climate Change, as appropriate, into

items of the Panel agendas, particularly those agenda items related to conservation and
management measures and research.
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Commission and SCRS

SCRS

[Hold a Third Meeting of the Joint Experts Group on Climate Change][Hold a meeting of the
Standing Joint Expert Group on Climate Change (SJEG-CC)][to review execution of this Plan of
Action and coordinate and review, if not adopted in 2025, the draft list of climate-related
management questions for cooperative development of the questions with the SCRS.]

Resource needs analysis: Working with the ICCAT Secretariat and STACFAD Chair, consider if
current human and financial resources are sufficient to undertake research and data
collection/evaluation related to Climate Change in terms of the climate-related management
questions developed in cooperation between the SCRS and Commission. The resource needs
analysis should include consideration of existing databases and collaboration with other
organisations. Based on this analysis, the Commission will consider the need to prioritize
questions and tasks for SCRS for progressing the incorporation of climate considerations into
management advice.

Organization and structure: Following any updates to the Plan of Action, consider if the SCRS
meeting structure or operations are fit for purpose to provide scientific advice taking into account
Climate Change impacts on ICCAT target stocks, non-target species, related ecosystems, and other
scientific aspects included in Res. 22-13.

Research, data collection, and scientific tools and approaches: The SCRS should continue its work
to incorporate climate considerations into scientific processes with the goal of providing advice
that is more robust to Climate Change and supports climate resilient fishery management in
ICCAT, while ensuring the robustness of the overall ICCAT management framework

Plan of Action review: Review this Plan of Action and, as appropriate, suggest revisions and/or
provide other relevant feedback to the Commission.

Commission

Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD)

Consider, if appropriate, possible additional approaches to reduce the organization’s
environmental and climate impacts, including those related to its headquarters operation and
meetings.

Consider and prioritize any SCRS/ICCAT Secretariat requests for supplementary funds or other
resources needed to carry out expanded scientific work associated with Climate Change.

18


https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-13-e.pdf
Author
Chair notes brackets here pending the decision of the Commission on the question of the Standing Body in 2024.


