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Report of the Second Meeting of the 
Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) 

(hybrid, Porto, Portugal, 11 June 2024) 
 

1. Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements 
 
The Executive Secretary, Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel, welcomed everyone to the Second Meeting of the 
Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) informed on the list of participants. The Chair, 
Mr. Neil Ansell, also welcomed everyone and proceeded to open the meeting. 
 
 
2. Nomination of Rapporteur 
 
Mr Michael Peel (United Kingdom) was nominated to serve as rapporteur. 
 
 
3. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
The Chair recalled that the Standing CDS Working Group, adopted during last year’s Special Meeting of the 
Commission, underwent the approval of the transition from an ad hoc group to a standing group. This 
transition, in accordance with para 6 of Recommendation by ICCAT on establishment of a standing Catch 
Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) (Rec. 23-22), involves taking up the role of discussing technical 
issues related to the eBCD as well as the potential expansion of CDS to other species in ICCAT.  The previous 
meeting in March focused on eBCD technical issues and the primary focus of this meeting would be the 
expansion of CDS. 
 
The Chair briefly outlined the agenda and asked CPCs to raise any other matters to be included. 
 
Japan suggested that agenda items 4 and 5 be taken together. The Chair agreed with this approach. 
 
The Agenda was adopted and is contained in Appendix 1. 
 
The List of participants is contained in Appendix 2. 
 
 
4. Determination of which species and product types should be covered by CDS and 

 
5. Consideration of the operational and technical aspects of CDS 
 
In its paper on the potential expansion of CDS to other species, “Discussion Paper from Japan” (Appendix 3), 
Japan informed that they had applied the criteria specified in Recommendation by ICCAT on a process towards 
the establishment of a Catch Certification Scheme for tuna and tuna-like species (Rec. 12-09) to each major 
ICCAT species. Based on the findings of the  Report for Biennial Period, 2022-23 Part II (2023), Vol. 2, Japan 
highlighted that all five major ICCAT species have issues of underreporting and/or data reporting 
shortcomings and argued that there is room for the CDS to assist in addressing this. Furthermore, Japan 
stressed that an expanded CDS would complement existing control measures and that special consideration 
should be given to developing CPCs who are already implementing CDS schemes such as the EU illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) catch certificate (CC).  
 
Japan suggested that point vii) of Rec. 12-09, operational issues, capacity requirements, and costs, contains 
numerous points that would best be addressed in future meetings of the CDS Working Group and chose to 
focus on three elements of Rec. 23-22 to help guide discussion, these being: 
 
5) With a view to facilitating the implementation of any expanded CDS by CPCs, a phased/step-by-step 
approach should be considered.  
 
6) The CDS WG shall also deal with technical issues related to the eBCD and possible expansion of the eBCD to 
other species if considered the appropriate tool.  
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7) The CDS WG shall, as far as possible, identify the key components to facilitate the implementation of any 
expanded CDS, including taking into account the special needs and requirements of developing CPCs, in both 
the design and implementation of such schemes, among others. 
 
Additionally, Japan noted that another important consideration is interoperability with the EU’s IUU catch 
certification (CC) scheme. 
 
Japan concluded that the following three elements should have priority in determining the target species 
covered by CDS: a) The species is overfished and/or subject to overfishing; b) The risk of IUU fishing; c) The 
species subject to international trade, noting the existing traceability scheme. Based on these elements, as 
well as the feasibility considering the fishing pattern, Japan evaluated each species and proposed bigeye 
tuna and swordfish as the most suitable candidates for CDS. 
 
Canada thanked Japan for its presentation and sought clarification on the overarching objectives that CDS is 
trying to fulfil.  Japan explained that there are two general objectives of CDS: 1) To improve traceability and 
transparency within the system to address the issue of underreporting of all major ICCAT species and the 
possibility of underreported or illegal products entering the supply chain; 2) To collect additional catch data 
to improve recording.  Japan noted that the objectives of CDS will differ from species to species and invited 
discussion on this point.  
 
The EU expressed two comments: 1) Due to their existing IUU CC scheme, the ICCAT statistical document 
programme (SDP) represents a doubling of reporting that increases the burden for Contracting Parties 
exporting to the EU without bringing any additional value; 2) The EU views pursuing a stepwise approach 
as sensible as it is in line with past discussions and agree with examining bigeye tuna and swordfish as 
potential candidates but also see’s merit in looking at yellowfin tuna in addition to, or as an alternative to, 
swordfish. 
 
The Chair suggested that Japan continue to walk the Working Group through the various points one by one 
point by point in order to promote further discussions and deliberation starting with factor i) conservation 
status of ICCAT species/stocks. 
 
The United States sought to better understand how stock status feeds into the prioritisation process 
undertaken by Japan. For example, the United States noted that in Japan’s summary table, found in the final 
slide of the presentation, albacore’s stock status risk is labelled “medium” despite the fact that the 
Mediterranean stock is in the red. Similarly, the stock status risk of swordfish in the summary table is 
labelled “high” even though the North Atlantic stock is in the green, and the South Atlantic stock is in the 
red. The United States concluded its intervention by asking if there is a role for CDS in the management of 
albacore. 
 
Japan clarified that they gave higher priority to swordfish because two out of three stocks have been in the 
red for several years, whilst albacore only has one stock in the red. 
 
Brazil pointed out the dynamic nature of the stock status and asked how it would be reflected in the final 
summary table.  
 
Japan agreed that the point raised by Brazil is an important one that should be explored but they do not 
have a graph to demonstrate the stock status over years. 
 
El Salvador noted that a limitation of the current SDP is the lack of ability to compare quantities caught 
versus quantities traded. They suggested that this limitation could be addressed by connecting CDS systems 
to market information to see how the data overlaps and confirms for a better understanding of the stock 
status of these species.  
 
The SCRS Chairman, Dr. Craig Brown, suggested that the criteria of stock status or some measure of the 
difficulties in assessing a stock due to insufficient or inaccurate information or the potential biases in catch 
should be taken into consideration. He continued, pointing out that there are some species for which the 
stock status estimations are highly uncertain and that CDS may improve indices if catch reporting is 
improved. 
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Morocco stated that dedicating one day to examining these important documents may be insufficient and 
suggested that the Working Group should focus the priority now on swordfish and bigeye tuna as they have 
been established as a priority since 2022.  The Group could then discuss other species and operational issues 
in the future. 
 
Japan agreed with Morocco that, even though having one day to decide a specific species may be too short, 
the timeline in Rec. 23-22 specifies that narrowing down the candidates would be beneficial. 
 
Senegal asked how an expanded CDS would be integrated or made operable with existing catch documents, 
namely the EU’s IUU catch certificate (CC) scheme. Moreover, Senegal expressed its preference for using the 
EU’s CC scheme or the fields, as a base for an expanded CDS in ICCAT.  
 
The Chair took note of the importance of interoperability and the relevance of the EU’s IUU CC scheme and 
the need to prevent undue burden on CPCs that trade with the EU. 
 
Japan moved onto factor ii) of Rec. 12-09 para 1: “Monitoring and control measures currently in place, 
including catch and trade tracking programs, and their effectiveness and utility.” 
 
The EU underlined the importance of the catch certificate by informing that the coverage of the statistical 
document for bigeye tuna is limited (< 52%) and as such prevents useful cross-checking with Task 1 data.  
Such limited coverage also means that Task 1 data needs to be checked to ensure that the catch has been 
reported properly so that it can be validated, and a CC issued. Therefore, this additional need to check other 
data sources represents a burden.  
 
Japan moved onto factor iii) of Rec. 12-09 para 1, “which species, stocks, ocean areas, and/or fisheries would 
benefit most from additional monitoring and control measures”. 
 
The United States asked if, due to the issues associated with species differentiation, it would be more 
effective to only have a CDS for bigeye tuna rather than yellowfin tuna. However, they noted that this may 
create a loophole rather than improve catch composition estimates, an issue that may be addressed by 
eventually expanding CDS to cover all three tropical tuna species. Furthermore, the United States underlined 
the importance for the CDS WG to coordinate with the SCRS, STACFAD, and with other relevant panels for 
any species for which ICCAT decides to advance CDS and for input and expertise. 
 
Japan presented the remaining factors in Rec. 12-09 para 1, which drew no comments from the Parties. 
 
Japan moved onto the final slide of the presentation “Discussion Paper from Japan for Tentative Agenda - 
points 4 and 5” (Appendix 3) and reiterated the importance of pursuing a step-wise approach, noting that 
in their view applying CDS to all tropical tuna species may represent a significant burden to some parties 
and that an expansion of CDS should begin with either one or two priority species, with further expansions 
taking into consideration capacity limitations of CPCs and CDS interoperability.  
 
Some CPCs supported the idea of consulting the relevant panels before deciding on additional species for 
CDS. Pew commented that whilst it is helpful to have input and advice from the panels, in their view it should 
not prevent the Working Group from continuing the discussion of species selection and the expansion of 
CDS. 
 
Following further discussions, several CPCs voiced their support for recommending bigeye tuna and 
swordfish as potential priority candidates for an expanded CDS. A few CPCs mentioned that such 
recommendation should not preclude the selection of additional or alternative species. Following a 
summary from the Chair, the Working Group agreed on this recommendation for consideration by IMM and 
PWG. 
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6. Identification of key components required to facilitate the implementation of any expanded CDS 
 

The EU presented “Changes to the EU IUU Regulation catch certification scheme”, alongside a supporting 
document “Background Information in support of EU Presentation on EU Catch Certificate (Agenda Item 6) 
(Appendix 4), to provide an overview of the changes to the catch certificate document, the processing 
statement, the introduction of a non-manipulation document and information on the IT system currently in 
development, the CATCH software. 
 
The changes to the catch certificate document include: CPCs may use a unique vessel identifier as an 
alternative to the IMO number (this is also the case for transhipment declarations), fishing gear has been 
added, catch areas are now more specific, weight boxes have been amended to “Estimated weight to be 
landed in kg”, the fishing licence holder can now sign the certificate instead of the master of the vessel, 
transport details now require point of departure/destination, and the transhipment box has been expanded 
to include landings. The EU explained that the objectives for these amendments are to a) to address 
loopholes in key data elements relevant for traceability, b) to ensure consistency of data collected, c) to 
ensure same traceability data requirements for all products imported into the EU. These changes will come 
into effect on the 10 January 2026 and that all exporting countries will need to switch to this new document. 
However, certificates created before and used after that date will still be admissible until 2028. 
 
From the 10 January 2026 the catch certificate must also be accompanied by a processing statement even 
in cases where the processing of the product takes place in the same country of the flag of the fishing vessel, 
and a unique processing number will be required to ensure the link between the processing statement and 
the catch certificate. The EU emphasised that the objectives of these changes are to a) ensure traceability 
along the supply chain, b) to align the scheme with data elements internationally recognised as important 
to ensure traceability and controls for the purpose of fighting IUU fishing, c) to collect reliable and 
comparable data for controls. 
 
The EU informed the Working Group that due to the requirements under Article 14(1), relating to indirect 
imports without processing, operators will be able to submit, alongside the other required documents, 
either a single transport document or a non-manipulation document which is currently being drafted by the 
European Commission which will be available at the end of this year. The reasons provided for this change 
are to ensure harmonisation of the traceability data required in relation to transport of fishery products 
from the point of export to the EU, and so that the data can be stored on CATCH. 
 
The EU then provided an overview of CATCH, a computerised integrated management system for the Catch 
Certification Scheme, that will be used to handle, store, and exchange information and documents related to 
importation. From the 10 January 2026 it will be obligatory for EU importers to use CATCH to submit the 
required documentation and from the same date competent authorities in EU Member States must carry 
out checks and verification of information received through CATCH and provide feedback to EU customs and 
the importer. Non-EU countries operators may use CATCH on a voluntary basis to create and validate catch 
certificates and related documents to the EU importer via CATCH. The EU expressed that this was its 
preferred option to ensure a digital document flow through the entire supply chain. The objectives of CATCH 
are a) to improve the reliability of data, b) reduce the risk of fraudulent certificates c) facilitate controls and 
risk management, d) harmonise procedures, e) speed up administrative procedures and facilitate the 
submission of data. 
 
CATCH is currently only available to Member States. Access can be requested via TRACES NT, and access will 
only be granted to notified central competent authorities of Member States and non-EU countries. CATCH 
testing could be opened to non-EU countries and operators in 2025, and the EU is hosting several regional 
seminars in the autumn for EU Member States however non-EU countries are invited to attend.  
 
Japan asked if the EU’s CDS includes or excludes canned products as, if ICCAT decides to introduce CDS to 
tropical tunas, they are likely to be traded as canned products and Senegal asked which authorities should 
notify to sign the catch certificate. 
 
The EU explained that the products covered haven’t been changed, canned products are part of the scope of 
the IUU regulations so they will need CCs. In response to Senegal, the EU stated that the decision on which 
authorities should notify is not for the European Commission to decide rather it would be authority that 
controls and monitors the vessel which varies from country to country. 
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Japan presented its paper “Discussion paper for compatibility of new Catch Document Scheme (CDS) with 
existing Catch Documentation Schemes” (Appendix 5). Japan noted that in previous meetings of the Ad Hoc 
Working Group on Catch Documentation Schemes and in responses to the CDS questionnaire, numerous 
CPCs raised the same point on reducing administrative burdens, as such the issue of interoperability with 
the EU’s IUU CC scheme is a key requirement for the ICCAT CDS. Furthermore, ICCAT has implemented a 
Bluefin Tuna Catch Document (BCD) Scheme for some years, and CPCs exporting bluefin tuna with a BCD to 
the EU are not required to attach an EU CC. Therefore, a new ICCAT CDS should have the same function as 
the BCD for the EU CC.  
 
Japan suggested that one approach towards implementing a new CDS would be to utilise the EU CC or eBCD 
and simplify it, with adjustments for tropical tunas or swordfish. Moreover, Japan noted that in the previous 
discussion there was a split between CPCs who preferred a catch-based system, that ensures traceability 
and allows catch data collection, whilst others preferred a trade-based system as it is less burdensome and 
less costly. Japan concluded that a stepwise expansion is another option but stressed that interoperability 
with the EU IUU CC scheme ought to be the primary objective. 
 
The EU expressed its concern that with bigeye tuna and swordfish which, unlike bluefin tuna where the 
ICCAT CC complies with EU regulations, there is a duplication as when they arrive to the EU market they 
need to be accompanied by the EU’s CC and the statistical document. The EU suggested that since the new 
elements of its CC further align with ICCAT measures, and it is already used by numerous CPCs exporting 
into the EU, it could be used as standard for the expansion of CDS based on the CATCH system. 
 
There was consensus amongst CPCs on the importance of interoperability, rather than only mutual 
recognition of documents, with particular emphasis placed on interoperability with eBCD and the EU’s IUU 
CC scheme. Several CPCs expressed their desire to continue this discussion both intersessionally and in 
future meetings. 
 
Furthermore, there was agreement amongst most CPCs that a catch-based system is preferable to a trade-
based system due to the current limitations of the SDP, however many CPCs noted that such an approach is 
associated with an increased administrative burden for port-authorities and higher costs.  
 
The EU noted that moving immediately to a catch-based system would be challenging and proposed that, in 
line with a stepwise approach, the CDS could be initially applied to segments of the fleets and then further 
expanded. This suggestion received support from several CPCs. 
 
The United States asked whether a trade-based system would be sufficient to meet the system requirements 
of the EU IUU CC. The EU clarified that the IUU CC system is a trade-based system, however if the ICCAT 
employs a catch-based system in which the CC contains the required information of the EU’s IUU CC system 
then it would be interoperable. 
 
The Chair summarised that the Working Group had expressed a clear preference towards moving to an 
electronic catch-based system. Furthermore, CPCs recalled the advantages that exist within the eBCD such 
as the derogate for small scale vessels, the use of temporary catch certificates at shore for small catches and, 
improvements to validating checks prior to export, which could all be applied to an expansion of CDS to 
avoid overburdening CPC authorities. 
 
 
7. Consideration of any issues arising from the First Meeting of the CDS WG in relation to eBCD 

 
Japan presented document “A New Functionality in the eBCD System to obtain the Growth Rate for a Cage” 
(Appendix 6). Japan stated that the new functionality intended to calculate the growth rate from a cage and 
display the deviation of growth rate from the SCRS growth table in the Harvesting Information section of 
the eBCD to prevent illegal products from entering the market. Furthermore, Japan emphasised three 
important elements of the new functionality, 1) that export data is confidential, 2) that the growth rate 
should be calculated on a cage-by-cage basis rather than a harvesting-by-harvesting basis, and 3) that the 
growth rate for a cage will be calculated cumulatively and updated after each harvest. Japan explained that 
the intention behind the paper was to clarify the idea of this new functionality which was introduced orally 
at the first CDS WG and, if the Working Group considers it appropriate, to request a time/cost estimate from 
TRAGSA.  
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TRAGSA explained that to calculate the growth rate via the cage it would require access to confidential 
information owned by the cage company, and that the Working Group would need to decide whether this 
data can be accessed to all importing CPCs or not. TRAGSA also explained that, while the growth rate 
calculation is feasible, a realistic approach is to obtain the figure via a report functionality. 
 
The EU questioned the benefit of calculating the growth rates every time a cage is harvested as it would be 
highly resource intensive and could be a confounding variable. The EU also sought clarification from 
TRAGSA on the confidentiality issues.  
 
Morocco suggested that the growth rate should only be entered into the eBCD at the end of the harvest to 
keep trade information confidential, and in the interim a provisional weight should be provided. 
 
Japan explained that, regarding the timing of calculating the growth rate, their intention is to calculate and 
update the growth rate following each harvesting because from an importing CPC’s perspective they need 
to know the growth rate at the time of importing even if some fish relating to the BCD in question, remain 
unharvested. 
 
Morocco agreed that the growth rate should be made available to the importer by the exporter. However, 
para 26 of Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 21-08 establishing a multi-annual 
management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 22-08) states the entire 
cage, therefore, the requirement to make the information available to the importer implies that the entire 
cage was harvested, when in practice it is usually larger fish that are harvested first thus the data may be 
biased. To address this Morocco suggested that at the end of harvesting the final growth rate should be 
included in all eBCDs.  
 
Tu rkiye sought clarification on Table 1 on the methodology used to calculate the growth rate via email 
correspondence. 
 
The SCRS Chair emphasised that to be able to make a comparison to the cage growth table provided by the 
SCRS the data on the total weight, number of fish and the date needed to be recorded at every harvest.  
 
Japan clarified that in respect to the growth rate deviation, the expected growth rate is based on the SCRS 
growth rate table, and the methodology of growth rate calculation is described in the document “A New 
Functionality in the eBCD System to obtain the Growth Rate for a Cage” (Appendix 6). In response to the 
EU and Morocco, from the importing CPCs perspective they need to know the growth rates at the time of 
importation and if the eBCD will generate the growth rate only after the entire cage is fully harvested the 
growth rate will not be available to importing CPCs at the time of import.  They concluded by informing that 
they will continue to work intersessionally with CPCs and TRAGSA to address the concerns raised. 
 
With reference to document “Questions on new functionality released for NCP access to eBCD system” 
(Appendix 7) the ICCAT Secretariat highlighted that despite the new functionalities being operational there 
are no NCP administrators in the system, as such the ICCAT Secretariat sought the view of the Working 
Group to determine whether NCPs should be contacted. Furthermore, until such indication the approval of 
company requests from NCPs shall continue. 
 
Japan asked how to export bluefin tuna to NCPs and how to access the eBCD system for companies in NCPs 
and the United States asked if the ICCAT Secretariat had any update on the number of NCPs with companies 
requesting registration. In response to Japan, the United States explained that, with the help of the ICCAT 
Secretariat, companies can use the system to record re-export certificates and other functionalities within 
the system rather than paper copies. The ICCAT Secretariat informed the United States that they would 
provide the figures in due course.  
 
The Working Group approved of the ICCAT Secretariat continuing to handle the approval of company 
registration requests from NCPs without an administrator.  
 
TRAGSA outlined the proposed changes to the eBCD system contained within ICCAT Circular #05507/2024. 
TRAGSA proposed including processing information within the eBCD in the trade section of 
Recommendation by ICCAT amending and replacing Recommendation 18-13 on an ICCAT bluefin tuna catch 
documentation programme (Rec. 23-21) alongside the name of the processing vessel, the description of the 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
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product processed, the gross weight of the product prior to processing, and the content and weight of the 
products following processing. Additionally, the master of the vessel and an administrator from a CPC in 
charge of marketing or selling the item are to be included. Whenever the harvesting of a farm or catching 
occurs, a new sale should be entered and then they will identify the vessel that is processing it.  
 
TRAGSA continued and highlighted two important aspects for consideration. 1) If they identify the 
processing vessel then the representative of the processing vessel will be in charge of the processing and 
should complete the information. 2) If this section includes the previous information, then they do not have 
to input the gross weight but if it does not happen then they will need to indicate the gross weight. TRAGSA 
concluded by informing the Working Group that the information on processing needs to be completed on 
board and once it is completed the individual in charge of the trade will receive an email that can validate 
the trade. 
 
Morocco supported the new functionalities outlined by TRAGSA, however they stated that this new 
information on processing should be separated into a new section and not in the trade section. This is 
because the trade information will be validated, and Rec. 23-21 stipulates that the new information on 
processing does not need to be validated. 
 
The EU highlighted a further incompatibility of the approach suggested by TRAGSA. In Annex 3.8 of  
Rec. 23-21 it stipulates that it shall be the master or representative of the processing vessel who is 
responsible for completing the BCD whilst in the new approach it will be the seller or the farm operator 
responsible, as such if the Working Group was to adopt this approach then Annex 3.8 would have to be 
amended.  
 
Japan presented document “Japan’s comments on “Requirements for the CDS WG Requests 2024 - 2”; Rev. 1 
- May 2024” (Appendix 8) which contains a number of comments and questions on the time/cost estimates 
provided by TRAGSA. 
 
Morocco reiterated its stance that based on Rec. 23-21 the processing information section does not need to 
be validated and should be separate to the trade section.   
 
TRAGSA clarified that the way that the subsection on processing is recorded is not the way it appears in the 
printed form which has two separate sections, whilst on the electronic version it looks like a separate 
subsection under trade. TRAGSA stated that they are mindful that the processing information does not need 
to be validated but included it in this section because it needs to be the administrator from the CPC that 
validates the trade after examining the processing information. In response to the EU, TRAGSA stated that 
in addition to the skipper and the individual in charge of processing it could also be the exporter completing 
the BCD, to ensure flexibility. Japan pointed out that, while TRAGSA explains that the processing vessel will 
become part of the entities associated with the farming/trade section, processing vessels usually have a 
different flag from the farm CPC. Replying to Japan’s intervention, TRAGSA explained that they could only 
access the trade section, there is no reason to associate the farmed CPCs. 
 

The EU agreed with Morocco that the Working Group should align with Rec. 23-21 and have a separate 
section in the BCD that would be completed by the master or representative of the processing vessel. The 
Working Group agreed on this approach. 
 

The United States noted that in the time-cost estimate 3.1 in ICCAT Circular #05507/2024 related to the 
Regional Observer Programme (ROP) derogation in para 102 of Rec. 22-08 that allows for harvesting from 
farms up to a thousand kilograms per day and up to a maximum of fifty tons per year. This paragraph is 
targeted at CPCs seeking to supply a fresh bluefin tuna market, and under these conditions a signature by 
the ROP can be exempt in these harvests.   In this regard they were interested to hear from TRAGSA or others 
their views, they understand that its TRAGSA’s intention to add a check box under the harvesting section, 
that check box indicates if exempt from ROP. From a practical perspective this check box is rather simple 
and doesn’t carry with it all the details of the very specific and tailored derogation. They asked if it would 
be possible if that checkbox could be made accessible only when the weight and tonnage is filled out. Other 
data fields are valid. Also more text or a pop up which describes the ROP exemption, so it is clear.  
 
The EU asked TRAGSA why it included a condition under point B of section 3.1.2 that states that in some 
circumstances additional harvesting in the same day can be treated as “natural mortality”. 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
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TRAGSA clarified that the condition referenced by the EU was included for when you do not need an 
observer’s signature as this section will not specify it either. In response to the United States’ intervention, 
in January 2023 TRAGSA provided a cost estimate of €21,000 to take out an evaluation that would be 
automatically updated, but the EU proposed that the CPC authorities could do it manually. Morocco 
proposed that to do it the way the EU proposed that the eBCD should have two boxes in the harvesting 
section so the competent authority could decide whether it is in the section or not, so they added an 
additional box so that the person carrying out the harvesting could know if it was an exemption or not.  
 
The EU accepted TRAGSA’s explanation of natural mortality in point B. The EU suggested that the national 
authorities would be the ones to certify that the harvesting has met the conditions of the derogation. The 
US accepted the clarifications offered by TRAGSA. 
 
The Chair summarised, that there were no questions from CPCs on the changes made to the first time/cost 
estimate “to allow grouping of fish from the same flag origin/same joint fishing operation (JFO)”. In relation 
to the issue of processing the Working Group has asked TRAGSA to make the adjustment proposed by the 
EU and Morocco. 
 
It was agreed that TRAGSA will make the adjustments requested via correspondence and the ICCAT 
Secretariat shall circulate an amended time/cost estimates.  
 
 
8. Next steps and future intersessional work 

 
Based on the target dates specified in para 9 of Rec. 23-22, Japan presented the document “Draft workplan 
of the Standing Catch Documentation Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) (Agenda item 8)” (Appendix 9) 
which outlined a workplan for developing and submitting a draft recommendation for an expanded CDS. 
  
The workplan contained the following four elements: 1) Identify species and product type covered by any 
expansion of CDS. 2) Discuss details of the operational and technical aspects of the CDS, including the 
elements listed in para 5. a)-e) of Rec. 23-22. 3) Review any input from the ICCAT Secretariat regarding 
budget and resource capabilities to support any expanded CDS. 4) If possible, begin developing a draft 
recommendation for an expanded CDS. These elements are to be repeated and built upon from 2024 until 
the 2026 IMM Working Group wherein the Working Group shall refine and endorse a draft recommendation 
or create a new workplan to be submitted to the commission.  
 
The United States and Canada voiced their support for a discussion to take place in the 2025 CDS Working 
Group focusing on the budgetary and staffing implications for the development of an expanded CDS. The 
United States suggested that this could be based upon a paper developed by the ICCAT Secretariat. 
 
The EU expressed its interest in examining the budgetary and staffing implications of several potential 
solutions, namely the EU’s CATCH software, the eBCD system, and the interoperability of CPCs with their 
own systems to transfer data to ICCAT. 
 
Referring to the first bullet point under 2025, Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew) informed the Working Group 
that they had published a comprehensive study in 2021 mapping and comparing the different Regional 
Fisheries Management Organization (RFMO) CD schemes based upon Pew’s recommended key data 
elements. Pew offered to share this paper with the Working Group if it felt it would aid discussions. 
Additionally, Pew shared the view of some CPCs that felt that the timeline could be more ambitious.  
 
Japan explained that the budgetary implications change a lot depending on the species and product type 
covered, as well as the operational and technical aspects of CDS, which is why Japan did not specify this 
point in the workplan.  
 
The Chair proposed that the suggestion of consulting with the panels/STACFAD and seeking input from the 
ICCAT Secretariat could be incorporated intersessionally throughout 2024. 
 
 
 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
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The UK asked whether the Working Group would be making a recommendation to the panels, and if it would 
be all panels. The EU noted that in Rec. 23-22 there is no mandate for the Working Group to refer to the 
panels. Instead, the EU proposed that some information be shared with the Standing Committee on Finance 
and Administration (STACFAD) and that be reflected in the workplan. 
 
Pew agreed with the EU’s perspective based on the concern of overburdening the panels and recommended 
that the SCRS be invited for input but emphasised importance of respecting the timeline set out in 
Rec. 23-22. 
 
Morocco shared its view that before the Working Group considers elements such as costs and gathering 
input from the relevant panels the Working Group must first decide upon the candidates for an expanded 
CDS to recommend to IMM, otherwise it will be delayed to 2025. Senegal stressed the importance of tropical 
tuna species when expanding CDS as there have been significant issues in developing the quotas for 
yellowfin tuna, albacore, and swordfish.  
 
It was agreed that Japan will develop an amended version of the workplan to present to IMM.  
 
 
9. Any other matters 

 
Japan presented document “Information paper on the Japan Capacity-Building Assistance Fund to adapt to 
a new catch documentation scheme (Agenda item 9)” (Appendix 10) and reminded the Working Group that 
Rec. 23-22 emphasises the importance of taking into account the special needs and requirements of 
developing CPCs, in both the design and implementation of new catch document schemes and recognises 
the need for capacity development activities to support the implementation of any new CDS by developing 
CPCs. In light of this, Japan has provided a capacity-building fund since 1999, known as “ICCAT-Japan 
Capacity-building Assistance Project” (JCAP) to assist developing CPCs improve their capacity for data 
collection and reporting. Japan announced that they are continuing the programme for 2024, for which the 
call for applications will be circulated to CPCs soon.  
 
The ICCAT Secretariat thanked Japan for making the capacity building fund available and requested CPCs to 
provide feedback on the circulars once they have been sent.  
 
 
10. Adoption of the report and adjournment 

 
It was agreed that the report would be adopted by correspondence. The Chair thanked everyone and 
adjourned the meeting.  

 
  

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
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CONTRACTING PARTIES 
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Ministe re de la Pe che & des Ressources Halieutiques, 16100 Alger 
 
BELIZE 
Robinson, Robert 
Deputy Director for High Seas Fisheries, Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, Ministry of Finance, Government of Belize, 
Keystone Building, Suite 501, 304 Newtown Barracks, Belize City 
Tel: +501 223 4918, Fax: +501 223 5087, E-Mail: deputydirector@bhsfu.gov.bz; robert.robinson@bhsfu.gov.bz 
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Cardoso, Luis Gustavo * 
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Souza Lira, Alex 
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Tel: +1 343 541 6921, E-Mail: frederic.cossette@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
Couture, John 
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Tel: +1 902 578 0903, E-Mail: jcouture@oceansnorth.ca 
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Abdou Mahmoud Tawfeek Hammam, Doaa 
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Cairo 
Tel: +201 117 507 513, Fax: +202 281 17007, E-Mail: gafrd_EG@hotmail.com 
 
Adel Wahba, Rana 
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1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection. 
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European Commission, DG MARE, Rue Joseph II 99, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
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Khalil, Samira 
European Commission, DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Unit B-1 "International Affairs, Law of the Sea and RFOs", 
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Tel: +32 2 298 03 39; +32 229 11111, E-Mail: samira.khalil@ec.europa.eu 
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JAPAN 
Hiwatari, Kimiyoshi 
Assitant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
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Kawashima, Tetsuya 
Counsellor, Resources Management Department, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1008907 
Tel: +81 335 028 460, E-Mail: tetsuya_kawashima610@maff.go.jp 
 
Miyazaki, Satoshi 
Assistant Director, Agricultural and Marine Products Office, Trade Control Department, Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry, 1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8901 
Tel: +81 335 010 532, Fax: +81 335 016 006, E-Mail: miyazaki-satoshi@meti.go.jp 
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Spring, Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 301 427 8284, Fax: +1 301 427 2202, E-Mail: meggan.engelke-ros@noaa.gov 
 
Htun, Emma 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of International Affairs and 
Seafood Inspection, MD 20910 
 
Moore, Kathleen 
Living Marine Resources Program Manager, United States Coast Guard, Atlantic Area-Response, Office of Maritime 
Security and Law Enforcement, 431 Crawford St., Portsmouth, Virginia 23704 
Tel: +1 571 607 2157, E-Mail: katie.s.moore@uscg.mil 
 
Murphy, Stephanie 
2201 C St. NW, Washington 20520 
Tel: +1 307 699 3502, E-Mail: murphysa@state.gov 
 
Shefferman, Ilissa 
NOAA, 1305 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 202 815 5704, E-Mail: ilissa.shefferman@noaa.gov 
 
URUGUAY 
Domingo, Andrés * 
Dirección Nacional de Recursos Acuáticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Pelágicos, Constituyente 1497, 11200 
Montevideo 
Tel: +5982 400 46 89, Fax: +5982 401 32 16, E-Mail: dimanchester@gmail.com 
 
VENEZUELA 
Galicia Tremont, Jeiris Nathaly 
Directora General de Pesca Industrial, Viceministerio de Producción primaria Pesquera y Acuícola, Av Lecuna, Torre 
Este, Parque central, piso 17 
E-Mail: ing.jeirisgalicia@gmail.com; dgpi.minpesca@gmail.com; jgalicia.minpesca@gmail.com 
 
Miranda Córdova, Jesús 
Gerente de Ordenación Pesquera, Ministerio de Pesca y Acuicultura - INSOPESCA, Torre Este, Parque central, Piso 12, 
1015 Caracas 
Tel: +58 412 369 5325, E-Mail: mirandaj1201@gmail.com; marinefishbp@gmail.com 
 
Rodríguez Rosales, Arvin Alejandro 
Analista de Multilaterales de la Oficina de Integración y Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca  
y Acuicultura, Parque Central. Piso 17, 1040 Caracas 
Tel: +58 424 175 6221, E-Mail: arvinalejandror@gmail.com; oai.minpesca@gmail.com 
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES  
 
BOLIVIA 
Cortez Franco, Limbert Ismael 
Jefe de Unidad, Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima (UBPM), Calle 20 de Octubre 2502, esq. Pedro Salazar, La Paz 
Tel: +591 6 700 9787, Fax: +591 2 291 4069, E-Mail: limbert.cortez@protonmail.ch; limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo; 
licor779704@gmail.com 
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Alsina Lagos, Hugo Andrés 
Asesor, Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima (UBPM), Ministerio de Defensa, Calle 20 de octubre 2502, esq. Pedro 
Salazar, La Paz 
Tel: +1 321 200 0069, Fax: +507 830 1708, E-Mail: hugo@alsina-et-al.org 
 
CHINESE TAIPEI 
Chou, Shih-Chin 
Section Chief, Deep Sea Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, 8F, No. 100, Sec. 2, Heping W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist., 10060 
Tel: +886 2 2383 5915, Fax: +886 2 2332 7395, E-Mail: chou1967sc@gmail.com; shihcin@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
Huang, An-Chiang 
Coordinator, Fisheries Agency, 8F., No.100, Sec. 2, Heping W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist., 10060 
Tel: +886 2 238 35911, Fax: +886 2 233 27395, E-Mail: hac7222@gmail.com; anchiang@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
Kao, Shih-Ming 
Professor, Graduate Institute of Marine Affairs, National Sun Yat-sen University, 70 Lien-Hai Road, 80424 Kaohsiung 
City 
Tel: +886 7 525 2000 Ext. 5305, Fax: +886 7 525 6205, E-Mail: kaosm@mail.nsysu.edu.tw 
 
Yang, Shan-Wen 
Secretary, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F, No. 14, Wenzhou Street, Da'an Dist., 10648 
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 #151, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: shenwen@ofdc.org.tw 
 
 

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
ASOCIACIÓN NACIONAL DE ACUICULTURA DE ATÚN ROJO - ANATUN 
Martínez Cañabate, David Ángel 
ANATUN, Ctra La Palma km7, 30593 Cartagena, Murcia, España 
Tel: +32 477 274 171, E-Mail: direccion@anatun.es; david.martinez@grfeh.com 
 
PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS - PEW 
Evangelides, Nikolas 
Pew Charitable Trusts, 20 Eastbourne Terrace, London W2 6LA, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 20 7535 4232, E-Mail: nevangelides@pewtrusts.org 
 
Wozniak, Esther 
The Pew Charitable Trusts, 901 E Street, NW, Washington DC 20004, United States 
Tel: +1 202 540 6588, E-Mail: ewozniak@pewtrusts.org 
 
 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
 
SCRS CHAIRMAN 
Brown, Craig A. 
SCRS Chairman, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149, United States 
Tel: +1 305 586 6589, E-Mail: craig.brown@noaa.gov 
 
TRAGSA 
Cuadra García, Manuel Francisco 
TRAGSA, C/ Julia n Camarillo 6B, 28037 Madrid, Espan a 
Tel: +34 91 322 5209, E-Mail: mcuadra@tragsa.es 
 
Fernández Sanjuán, Marí a Jose  
TRAGSA, C/ Julia n Camarillo 6B, 28037 Madrid, Espan a 
Tel: +34 91 322 5242, E-Mail: mferna10@tragsa.es 
 
García-Íñiguez Espinosa, Marí a Pilar 
TRAGSA, C/ Julia n Camarillo 6B, 28037 Madrid, Espan a 
Tel: +34 914 121 305, E-Mail: mgarciai@tragsa.es 
 
Lara Romero, Ana 
TRAGSA, C/ Julia n Camarillo 6B, 28037 Madrid, Espan a 
Tel: +34 915 358 996, E-Mail: alaro@tragsa.es 
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***** 
ICCAT Secretariat 

C/ Corazo n de Marí a 8 – 6th floor, 28002 Madrid – Spain 
Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int 

 
Manel, Camille Jean Pierre 
Neves dos Santos, Miguel 
Cheatle, Jenny 
Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais 
Idrissi, M'Hamed 
Samedy, Valérie 
De Andrés, Marisa 
Donovan, Karen  
García-Orad, María José 
Pinet, Dorothée 
Baity, Dawn 
Fiz, Jesús 

Martínez Herranz, Javier 
Peña, Esther 
Samedy, Valérie 
Vieito, Aldana 
 
ICCAT INTERPRETERS 
 
Baena Jiménez, Eva J. 
Calmels, Ellie 
Gelb Cohen, Beth 
Konstantinidi-Levenheck, Melpomene 
Liberas, Christine 
Linaae, Cristina 

 

mailto:info@iccat.int


CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

19 

Appendix 3 
 

Discussion Paper from Japan for Tentative Agenda - points 4 and 5 
 

 
  

 

 i     ion  ape    o   apan

 o 



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

20 

 

  

  

 e o  en ation      

 a a  ap   

  e          all  i  t  on i e    i    pe ie  an  t e p o   t t pe  t at   o l   e  o e e    

an      ta in  into a  o nt t e  a to    pe i ie  in pa a  ap    o   e           it  a  ie  to

 a ilitatin  t e i ple entation o  an  e pan e               a p a e   tep      tep app oa  

  o l   e  on i e e   in l  in  te  ni al app oa      e         ill t en  e i e on  etail  o 

t e ope ational an  te  ni al a pe t  o  t e       a e  on t e in o  ation  ie   p o i e    

      pa ti  la l   e a  in  p a ti al an  te  ni al  on i e ation   it   e pe t to t e  e i n

an  i ple entation o  an       in l  in  t e  ollo in  

 



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

21 

 

  

 

 e o  en ation      



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

22 

 

  

 

 to    tat  

  e  i  e  i e e

 ello  in

 a t  tlanti   ip a  

 e t  tlanti 

 o t   tlanti  l a o e

 o t   tlanti 

 e ite  anean

 o t   tlanti   o   i  

 o t   tlanti 

  e  i  e  e ite  anean

                                                               

            epo t 



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

23 

 

  

 

 o e a e  ope ta t  ea 

        o en onl 

   an     e  l  e 
     i e e

      ll      o   i  

                                 

  at  e     lon line   p i a    o   e o    o en p o   t    on i t o      o  total  i e e  at   in         i  pe  enta e  e line     t e    en  at  e       all 

  ale lon line     i   p i a il  p o   e   e   p o   t   i  e  l  e  

   i  i  not ne e  a il  t e  a e a   i     e  at t e           eetin  



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

24 

 

 

 

 

       

  e            epo t  a                                                                    

                                                                                             

                                                                                                

                                                                                              

                                                                                                   

                                                                                         

                                                                                           

                             

 e i e   t e total  at    a  pe io i all  e  ee e  t e     in  e ent  ea          i   a pli ie  t e

 on e  ation  on e n on t e  to   an   n e   o e  t e nee   o  ti el   at    onito in  

    e     o   at   li it  o       i   i  e  t an t e     



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

25 

 

 

 

 

          

  e            epo t  a                                                              

                                                                                              

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

                                     

  e total  at    a  e  ee e  t e      in e          

    e e i  no  at   li it  o    ota  o  ea        o  t i   pe ie  

         

  e            epo t  a                                                                 

                                                                                           

                                                                                          

                                                                                         

                                                                                    



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

26 

 

 

 

 

         

  e            epo t  a                                                                              

                                                                                                          

                                                                                                   

                                                                                                    

                                                         

  e a  in   e ite  anean  to                                                                              

                                                                                    

  e total  at    a  e  ee e  t e     in       o  no t e n  to   an  in       o   o t e n  to   

          

  e            epo t  a                                                                             

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                         

          

  e a  in   o t e n  to                                                                               

                                                                                                 



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

27 

 

 

 

 

  e all  all  a o   pe ie   a e i   e  o   n e  epo tin   an  t e e i 

 oo   o  t e     to a  i t  ata  olle tion o        i  in  in o  ation 

  e      ill al o i p o e t e ti el   at    onito in  an  p e ent t e

 i t i  tion o   n epo te   at  e    en       at  e  o     



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

28 

 

 

 

  

 i itation a ain t       po e

  i   o   onl  o t e en o  e ent o a ea 

 a e  ana e ent  ea   e  
 onito in  e  el po ition    

  i   oe  not  i e a    ate  ata on  at  

a o nt     pe ie   o  p   e  eine   
 onito in  i  in a ti itie  n  oa  o  e  e 

  i   o   onl  o  e  el   on   tin 

t an   ip ent 

 onito in t an   ip ent

a ti itie 

  an   ip ent

o  e  e 

 o e a e i    all  lo  
 onito in  in po t a ti itie a 

 ell a  at  e  on  oa  
 o t in pe tion

 o e a e i  e  lo    i   oe  not  i e

a    ate  ata on  at   a o nt     pe ie  

 onito in  i  in a ti itie  a 

 ell a   at  e on  oa  
 t  ea in pe tion

                           



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

29 

 

 

 

  

  i   oe  not  atte   e a  e t e     i  applie  to on a  pe ie      pe ie 

 a i  

 i  in    o n  

  i   epen   on  pe ie  an  i     t e  e a ine  in t e ne t  li e  ea  t pe 

 ll  a o   pe ie  a e in ol e  in t an   ip ent   t   ea t an   ip ent i 

i ple ente   o  la  e    ale lon line  e  el    n e  t e  e ional    e  e 

  o  a   an      a poon  e  el  t an   ippin    e     o   i      i   ill not

p e ent t e i ple entation o      a  t e  tati ti al  o   ent p o  a   a 

 een ope ate   it  t an   ip ent a ti itie  

  an   ip ent

  i   epen   on  pe ie  an  i     t e  e a ine  in t e ne t  li e 

 pe ial  on i e ation   o l   e  i en to  e elopin   o nt ie    it  a note t at

 e elopin   o nt ie   a e al ea   i ple ente   at    e ti i ate    e e 

 n e  t e         e  lation    at    e ti i ation    e e 

 a  e tin      



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

30 

 

 

 

  

            epo t   a      ata 

      

 at       ea 

 at       a  e tin      in     

       t in     

      o lon line    ainl  it   ee in  apa it 

      o p   e  eine    i   at  t opi al t na  i  ltaneo  l 

  i ni i ant n   e o  e elopin  o nt ie in ol e in t i  i  e  

       e  el  e i te e on t e  e o  o      e  el          



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

31 

 

 

 

  

         

        t in     

      o p   e  eine    i   at  t opi al t na  i  ltaneo  l 

  i ni i ant n   e o  e elopin  o nt ie in ol e in t i  i  e  

       e  el  e i te e on t e  e o  o      e  el          



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

32 

 

 

 

                 

  

        t in     

      o p   e  eine  in t e ea te n  tlanti 

  at  in t e  e te n  tlanti  ainl  a e     all   ale  ait oat 

       e  el  e i te e on t e  e o  o      e  el          



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

33 

 

 

 

       t in     

  i e  e   a ea

       e  el  e i te e on t e  e o  o     e  el 

  o tl   all  e  el in t e  e ite  anean 

                       

  



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

34 

 

 

 

    

       t in     

      o lon line   it   it o t   ee in  apa it 

       e  el  e i te e on t e  e o  o     e  el 

  o tl   all  e  el in t e  e ite  anean 

                    

  



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

35 

 

 

 

  

  a e  an po t  o e  

  i   ill  e e a ine  in

t e ne t ite  

 i e e  a   t   

lon line   a e  i e tl 

lan e  o  t an po te  to

 a  ie   e  el    i e e

 a   t    p   e  eine   a e

 i e tl  lan e  an    o   t

to  anne ie  

 i e e  a   t    lon line  

a e    all    ille  o    o en

an  lan e    i e e  a   t

   p   e  eine   a e    all 

  o en an    o   t to

 anne ie  an  p o e  e  to

 anne  p o   t  

  e e a ple o   i e e   a   t    t o  a o   i  in   ea   i e   lon line an  p   e  eine 



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

36 

 

 

 

  

                                     

  o   i   an  al a o e  a e t e  i  e t pe  enta e  i e te  to t a e 

     i   tat  



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

37 

 

  

  

  e a o e ele ent    o l   e  i     e  in   t  e  eetin   o  t i      an  at t i  ti e 
t e  ollo in  pa t  o   e o  en ation       a e  i  li  te  

        it  a  ie  to  a ilitatin  t e i ple entation o  an  e pan e               a p a e   tep  

    tep app oa     o l   e  on i e e   in l  in  te  ni al app oa       

     e          all al o  eal  it  te  ni al i   e   elate  to t e e   an  po  i le e pan ion o 

t e e   to ot e   pe ie  i   on i e e  t e app op iate tool 

     e          all  a   a  a  po  i le  i enti   t e  e   o ponent  to  a ilitate t e i ple entation

o  an  e pan e       in l  in ta in  into a  o nt t e  pe ial nee   an   e  i e ent  o 

 e elopin        in  ot  t e  e i n an  i ple entation o          e e   a on  ot e   

  e  o pati ilit   it  t e         e  lation    at    e ti i ation    e e i  al o e  ential
 a en a ite     



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

38 

 

 

  

          

  e nee   o      in ea   ele ent  a   ell a  t e  ea i ilit   i en t e  i  in  patte n  i  e al ate  a   ollo   

 ea i ilit   a e     i   to    tat  

 e i   e i            o e  i  e   i e e

 e i   o  e i   o  ello  in

 e i   e i   e i   o   ip a  

 e i        i  l  li el  to t a e  e i   e i   l a o e

     le    ol  e       i  l  li el  to t a e  e i       o e  i  e  o e  i  in    o   i  

 apan  on i e   t at t e  ollo in ele ent    a e p io it  in  ete  inin  t e ta  et  pe ie  o      

a  t e  pe ie  o e  i  e  an  o      e t to o e  i  in 

   t e  i   o       i  in 

   t e  pe ie      e t to inte national t a e  notin  t e e i tin  t a ea ilit     e e

    e  o e a e o          i  le   t an     



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

39 

Appendix 4 
 

Background Information in support of EU Presentation on EU Catch Certificate (Agenda Item 6) 
(submitted by the EU)  

 
 

In support of the CDS WG discussion under Agenda Item 6, the EU will introduce to the Group the most recent 
changes implemented in the EU Catch Certificate. This presentation will provide an overview of important 
changes to the certificate and related processes, as well as information on the IT system currently being 
developed, the CATCH software. 
 
Complementary to the presentation, which will be shared with the CDS WG ahead of the meeting, the EU would 
like to draw the attention of CPCs to additional information accessible through the links detailed below and the 
annex “European Union Catch Certificate and Re-export Certificate” attached to this document: 
 

1. FAQ on Changes to the IUU Regulation 
 

2. The Consolidated Revised IUU Regulation 
 

3. The IUU Webpage of the European Commission 

 

  

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/document/download/4b92c8f5-9f96-46ec-babc-3bc880ff4ad3_en?filename=FAQ-amendment-IUU-Regulation_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02008R1005-20240109
https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/policies/fighting-illegal-fishing_en
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ANNEX II 

European Union Catch Certificate and Re-export Certificate 

 
(i) EUROPEAN UNIONCOMMUNITY CATCH CERTIFICATE 

Document number Validating Authority 

1. Name Address Telephone. 

Fax 

2. Fishing vessel name Flag - home port and registration 

number 

Call sign IMO /L    ’  

Nnumber or, if 

not applicable, 

other unique 

vessel identifier 

(if applicable) (if 

issued) 

Fishing licence no. – Valid to until Inmarsat Mobile satellite service no Telefax no 

Telephone no. E-mail address (if issued) 

Fishing gear (1) 

3. Description of product Type of processing authorised 

on board 

4. References to of applicable conservation and 

management measures 

 

 
Species 

 
 

Product 

code 

Catch 

area(s) 

and catch 

date(s) 

(from – 
to) (2) 

 

 

Estimated live weight to 

be landed in kg (kg) 

Estimated 

weight to be 

landed(Net 

catch weight 

in kg ) 

Verified weight 

landed (net 

catch weight in 

kg) (3) where 

appropriate 

5. Name of master of fishing vessel or of fishing licence holder - Signature- Seal: 

6. Declaration of transhipment at 

sea 

Name of master of fishing vessel 

Signature and date Transhipment 

date/area/positio 

n 

Estimated 

weight (kg) 

Master of receiving vessel Signature Vessel name Call sign IMO/Lloyds N 

number 

(if issued) or, if not 

applicable, other 

unique vessel 

identifier (if 
applicable) 

7. Transhipment and/or landing authorisation within a port area: 

Name Autho 

rity 

S 

i 

g 

n 

a 

t 

u 

r 

e 

Address T 

el 

ep 

ho 

ne 

Port of 

landing 

(as 

appropri 
ate) 

Date of 

landing 

(as 

appropri 
ate) 

Seal (stamp) 

Port of 

tranship 

ment (as 

appropri 

ate) 

Date of 

tranship 

ment (as 

appropri 

ate) 

Name and 

registration 

number of 

receiving 

vessel 

Seal 

(stam 

p) 

IMO 

number or, 

if not 

applicable, 

other unique 

vessel 

identifier (if 

applicable) 

of receiving 
vessel 
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8. Name and address of exporter Signature Date Seal 

9. Flag State authority validation: 

Name/Title Signature Date Seal (stamp) 

10. Transport details: See Appendix 

11. Importer declaration: 

Name and address of importer Company, 

name, address, EORI (4) number and contact 
details of importer (specify details) 

Signatu 

re 

Date Seal 

Company, name, address, EORI (4) number 

and contact details of representative of the 

importer (specify details) 

Signatu 

re 

Date Seal 

Product description Product 

CN code 

 Net 

weight in 

kg 

Net fishery product weight 

in kg 

Document under Article 14(1) of Regulation 

(EC) No 1005/2008 

Yes / no 

(as 

appropr 
iate) 

References 

Document under Article 14(2) of Regulation 

(EC) No 1005/2008: 

Yes / no 

(as 

appropr 
iate) 

References (Processing statement document 

number(s)): 

Member State and office of import  

Means of transport upon arrival (airplane, 

vehicle, ship, train) 

Transport document 

reference 

Estimated time of arrival (if 

submission under Article 12(1) of 

Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008) 

Customs declaration number (if issued) CHED (5) number (if 

available) 

 

12. Import control: Authority Place Importation 

authorised (6*) 

Importation 

suspended 

(*6) 

Verification 

requested - 

date 

Customs declaration (if issued) Number Date Place 

13. Refusal of catch certificate Catch certificate refused on the basis of the following 

provision of Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008: 

(6*) 

Article 18 (1), point (a)  

Article 18 (1), point (b)  

Article 18 (1), point (c)  

Article 18 (1), point (d)  

Article 18 (1), point (e)  

Article 18 (1), point (f)  

Article 18 (1), point (g)  

Article 18 (2), point (a)  

Article 18 (2), point (b)  

Article 18 (2), point (c)  

Article 18 (2), point (d)  

(*) Tick as appropriate  

 
(1) Code to be used in accordance with International standard statistical classification of 

fishing gear. 

(2) Catch area: 

- FAO area(s); 
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- exclusive economic zone(s) and/or high seas; and 

- relevant regional fisheries management convention area(s). 

(3) To be filled in only if verified in the context of an official inspection. 

(4) Economic Operators Registration and Identification. 

(5) Common Health Entry Document. 

(6) Tick as appropriate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Name/Title Signature Date Seal/Stamp 

4. Re-export control 

 

Place Re-export authorised(*) Verification requested(*) Re-export declaration 

number and date 

(*) Tick as appropriate 
 

 

Appendix 

Transport details (1) 

 

 

 

 
(1) In case of use of multiple modes of transport or multiple shipments, the information related to 

the transport has to be provided for each mode of transport used for each shipment. 

(2) Contract for the International Carriage of Goods by Road 

(ii) EUROPEAN COMMUNITY UNION RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE 
Certificate number Date Member State 

1. Description of re-exported product Weight (kg) 

Species Product code 
Balance from total quantity declared in 

the catch certificate 

2. Name of re-exporter Address Signature Date 

3. Authority 

 

1. Country of exportation 

Port/airport/other place  point of departure 

2. Exporter signature 3. Point of destination 

Vessel name and flag 

Flight number/ airway bill number 

Truck nationality and registration number 

Railway bill number 

Freight bill number 

Other transport documents (e.g. bill of lading, 

CMR (2), air waybill) 

Container 

number(s) 

 
list attached 

Name Address Signature 
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ANNEX IV 

Statement under Article 14(2) of Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 of 29 September 

2008 establishing a Union system to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing 

DOCUMENT NUMBER* :…………….. 

I confirm that the processed fishery products: … (product description and Combined 

Nomenclature code) have been obtained from catches imported under the following catch 

certificate(s): 
 

Catch 
certificate 
number 

Vessel 
name(s) 
and flag(s) 

Validation 
date(s) 

Catch 
description 

Total 
landed 
weight (kg) 

Catch 
processed 
(kg) 

Processed 
fishery 
product (kg) 

       

       

       

 
Name and address of the processing plant: 

… 

… 

… 

Name and address of the exporter (if different from the processing plant): 

… 

… 

… 

Approval number of the processing plant: 

… 

Health certificate number and date: 

… 
 

Responsible person of 
the processing plant 

Signature: Date: Place: 

 
Endorsement by the competent authority:… 

 

Official: Signature and seal: Date: Place: 

 
*Insert document number 
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Appendix 5 
 

Discussion paper for compatibility of new Catch Document Scheme (CDS)  
with existing Catch Documentation Schemes 

(Agenda item 6) 

(submitted by Japan) 
 
 
1. ICCAT once discussed the possibility of expanding the Catch Documentation Schemes (CDS) to species 

other than bluefin tuna from 2012 to 2014. There was a strong view from CPCs that a key component 
required in any expanded CDS is the compatibility or interoperability with the existing documentation 
schemes, and duplication should be avoided, especially noting the EU IUU Regulation’s Catch 
Certification (CC) Scheme1. 

 
2. During discussions in the Ad Hoc Working Group on Catch Documentation Schemes (CDS WG) over the 

past two years and in responses to the CDS questionnaire, several CPCs raised the same point with the 
intention of reducing administrative burdens. Given that the EU is a major market for ICCAT species 
and that many CPCs already have a system to issue EU CCs, interoperability with the EU CC Scheme 
is the key requirement or condition for the new ICCAT CDS. ICCAT has established a Bluefin Tuna 
Catch Document (BCD) Scheme, and countries exporting bluefin tuna with a BCD attached to the EU 
market do not need to attach an EU CC. A new ICCAT CDS should have the same function as the BCD 
for the EU CC. Although discussions in the Standing CDS WG have just begun, this point can be 
agreeable regardless of the target species. 

 
3. ICCAT has implemented the bigeye and swordfish statistical document programs (SDPs), however, they 

are insufficient in interoperating the EU CC. According to information provided by the EU in the 
previous discussion, their incompleteness includes: 

 
i. Requirements for Flag State validation differ: ICCAT SDP allows the chartering State to validate 

the SD, while in the EU CC, flag State responsibility and validation is key; 
ii. No information is included on the Master of the fishing vessel in SDP; 
iii. No transhipments details are required in SD; 
iv. No transport details are required in SD; 
v. There are several weight boxes in the EU CC; 
vi. The EU CC covers most species. The SD bigeye does not have the same scope as canned and fresh 

products are not covered, while these presentation forms are covered by the EU catch certificate. 
 
4. One approach towards a new CDS would be to utilize the EU CC or BCD and simplify it as much as 

possible, with adjustments for the tropical tunas or swordfish in ICCAT fisheries (e.g., excluding 
farming information, adding FAD information). Another key point is whether a new CDS will be a catch-
based system (i.e., documentation is generally created at the time of catch, the same as BCD) or a trade-
based system (i.e., documentation is created at the time of international trade with information on the 
catch and subsequent flow, the same as SDP). In the previous discussion, some CPCs preferred the 
catch-based system, which ensures comprehensive traceability and allows catch data collection, while 
the trade-based system is less burdensome and less costly. A stepwise expansion of the system is one 
option, but interoperability with the EU CC should be ultimately a primary objective. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Report on the Seventh Meeting of the IMM Working Group (2012) “Most of the participants noted the benefit of establishing a broader 
ICCAT scheme. They also noted that duplication should be avoided with the existing documentation schemes.”  
Report on the Eight Meeting of the IMM Working Group (2013) “Another CPC stated any potential new certification schemes should 
ensure consideration for workload and prevent multiple documentation requirements. The Chair noted that duplications of CDS-related 
documents should be avoided for a given species.”  
Report on the Ninth Meeting of the IMM Working Group (2014) “Japan noted that a number of CPCs generally wished to avoid duplication 
of other trade documentation schemes. Several CPCs expanded on this point, emphasizing the need for harmonized documentation 
schemes.” 
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Appendix 6 
 

A New Functionality in the eBCD System to obtain the Growth Rate for a Cage 
(Agenda item 7)  

(submitted by Japan) 
 
1. In accordance with Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 21-08 establishing a 

multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 22-
08) para 27, Japan requests the Standing Catch Documentation Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) to 
consider a functionality within the eBCD system that allows the monitoring of growth rates of 
harvested bluefin tuna easier. Japan initially explored the feasibility of a functionality sending email 
alerts from the eBCD system to import CPC officials when discrepancies are found between the 
observed growth rates derived from an eBCD and the expected growth rates calculated using the SCRS 
growth rate tables (Reference No. 1.1.8). Tragsa has assessed this functionality as possibly not feasible. 
Then, during the First Meeting of the CDS WG (4 March 2024), Japan suggested having a field in the 
Harvesting Information section of the eBCD that displays the deviation of the growth rate from the 
SCRS growth table. After the meeting, Japan worked with Tragsa, concluding that this new functionality 
could be feasible. This discussion paper is to clarify the idea of this new functionality and, if the WG 
considers it appropriate, to call for the cost estimate by Tragsa. 

 
2. This functionality is to have a field in the Harvesting Information section of the eBCD that displays the 

deviation between the growth rate for a given cage and the SCRS growth table (Figure 1). Given that 
the growth rate changes each time a harvest occurs, the section also displays the harvest rate of the 
cage, showing what proportion of fish has been harvested from the cage. The calculation on how to 
obtain these values is shown in the Table. This functionality is expected to reduce the administrative 
workloads for both farming and import CPCs, as both of them currently have to calculate the growth 
rate. 

 
3. Given that fish harvested from one cage can be exported to multiple CPCs, data confidentiality is 

important. An import CPC has access to the growth rate and harvest rate of the cage from which the 
imported bluefin was harvested but would not be allowed access to the trade information of other 
import CPCs that import bluefin tuna harvested from the same cage (Figure 2). 
 
 

Table 

 
 

  

Harvest 3 ...

No. fish
Ave. 

weight
No. fish

Total

weight

Farming 

period
No. fish

Total

weight

Farming 

period
No. fish Ave. weight

Harvest rate of 

the cage
Ave. farming period

A0 B0 A1 C1 D1 A2 C2 D2 A = A1+A2 E = (C1+C2)/A A/A0 F = (A1*D1+A2*D2)/A G = function(B0, F) E/G - 1

fish kg fish kg days fish kg days fish kg % days kg %

Ave. weight 

expected from the 

SCRS growth table

Deviation from the 

SCRS growth table

Caging Total HarvestsHarvest 2Harvest 1

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2022-08-e.pdf
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Figure 1 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2 
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Appendix 7 
 

Questions on new functionality released for NCP access to eBCD system 
(submitted by the ICCAT Secretariat) 

 
 

In April of this year, a new functionality was deployed in production that allows Non-Contracting Parties 
(NCPs) to have specific roles created in the system and to access and perform certain actions within it. 
 
One of the key features of this functionality is the ability for companies from NCP countries to create 
registration requests in the system, which can then be approved by NCP administrators (a new role 
introduced with this functionality). 
 
Prior to the release of this functionality, the Secretariat was responsible for registering these companies, 
enabling companies from CPC countries to conduct trade with companies from NCP countries. 
 
Given that there are currently no NCP administrators registered in the system, and recognizing that some of 
them may face difficulties in handling requests due to their status as Non-Contracting Parties, the Secretariat 
seeks to confirm the following: 
 

1. The Secretariat will continue to handle the approval of company requests from those NCPs that 
do not yet have an administrator. 

 
2. In cases where an NCP does have an administrator, the Secretariat may still proceed with the 

approval, provided that the designated NCP administrators are informed via email. 
 
This approach ensures a streamlined and efficient process while supporting NCPs in their use of the system. 
 

 
 

  



CDS WG MEETING, HYBRID / PORTO, JUNE 2024 

48 

Appendix 8 
 

Japan’s comments on “Requirements for the CDS WG Requests 2024 - 2”; Rev. 1 - May 2024” 
(ICCAT Circular # 05507 See Appendix)  

 
 
Reference 6: Initial discussion of reflecting ‘processing on board’ in the eBCD System 
 
(Overall) 
 
As Japan suggested at the First Meeting of the Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) 
(4 March 2024), flexibility between trade and processing sections is necessary given the actual trade flow. 
The sequence of creating both sections in the eBCD system is described below: 
 
Case 1 
 
Harvesting information (with round weight) → Validation → Processing information (processed weight) → 
Trade information (processed weight) → Validation 
 
For this initial case, there would be no way to know in advance whether a trade, with or without processing, 
will be made from a harvesting (HA). 
 
For a processing vessel representative to access an ICCAT Bluefin Catch Document (BCD), they must be listed 
as part of the section. Therefore, our proposal is to indicate the vessel that will carry out the processing in 
the trade section (TD). 
 
Case 2 
 
Harvesting information (round weight) → Validation → Trade information (round weight) → Processing 
information (processed weight) → Validation 
 
Our proposal is more akin to Option 2. 
 
It is necessary for the tuna seller (the farm company that slaughters or the trap net company that fishes) to 
indicate that a trade (trade section) with on-board processing will be carried out, specifying which vessel 
will handle the processing. 
 
It is essential to select the processing vessel so that it becomes part of the entities in the trade section, 
because only users who have one of their entities associated with a specific section have access to that 
section. 
 
From this point forward, the processing vessel's responsible party will be able to include the product 
descriptions. 
 
How would the information be recorded in the eBCD? 
 
From a Harvesting (HA) section or a trap net capture (CA) (validated or exempt): 
 
1. The representative of the farm company (seller) records a new trade (TD), indicating that it is a trade 

(TD) with onboard processing, and selects the vessel that will be responsible for carrying out said 
processing. As in any trade (TD), they must provide the buyer's information. 

 
If it is assumed that this type of section takes the total available from the previous section, there is 
no need to indicate the gross weight. 
 

2. The processing vessel's responsible party accesses the trade (TD) and fills in the processed product 
information. 
 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2024/Reports/2024_CDS_ENG.pdf
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3. The representative of the farm company (seller) submits the trade section (TD) for validation. 
 

4. The country validator validates the trade section (TD). 
 
(page 13)  
 
“In addition to this information outlined in the Recommendation, we believe it is appropriate to include a field 
reflecting the gross weight of the sale prior to processing.” 
 
Given that the gross (round) weight prior to processing is the same as the weight entered in the harvesting 
section, the suggested field should not be necessary. 
 
It will not be necessary to indicate this gross weight as long as in all cases this type of section takes the total 
from the previous section, either from the harvesting (HA) or from the trap net capture (CA), which are the 
possible preceding sections according to the Recommendation. 
 
In the event that there might be a case that does not comply, it will be necessary to use a field to indicate 
gross weight.  
 
(page 15) 
 
“f) The description of the processed products according to the Recommendation shall be completed by the 

master or representative of the processing vessel. It may also be filled out by whoever is recording the 
trade, for example, a user from the exporting company or an administrator of the CPC/Country responsible 
for the trade.” 

 
During the discussion on the draft recommendation of processing information, some CPCs raised concerns 
that exporting companies/authorities should not be given the responsibility of filling out processing 
information, therefore the Recommendation by ICCAT amending and replacing Recommendation 18-13 on an 
ICCAT Bluefin tuna catch documentation programme (Rec. 23-21) gives the role of filling out the processing 
information solely to the master/representative of the processing vessels. It would rather be better to 
initially develop the functionality only with the master/representatives of the processing vessels. 
 
This condition poses a limitation because if, for any reason, this user could not complete the information in 
the eBCD, they would not be able to continue recording the information. 
 
(page 15) 
 
“k) The processing vessel will become part of the entities associated with the section.” 
 
We need to know more about what this means, but processing vessels are likely to have a different Flag from 
the farming/exporting CPC.  
 
This is due to the functioning of the eBCD system, as access to the eBCD sections is only permitted to users 
who have entities (vessels, companies, etc.) involved in those sections. For this reason, we have to associate 
the processing vessel with the trade section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-21-e.pdf
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Madrid, 31 May 2024  

ICCAT CIRCULAR # 05507 / 2024  
 

SUBJECT: COST/TIME ANALYSES AND ESTIMATES OF THREE FUNCTIONALITIES IN THE ICCAT eBCD 

SYSTEM  
 

I would like to inform you that, on 24 May 2024, the ICCAT Secretariat received, three of the cost/time estimates 

referred to in the Report of the First Meeting of the Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG), 

as adopted on 9 May 2024 (ICCAT Circular #04380/24). These analyses/estimates are set out in the attached 

TRAGSA document entitled “Requirements for the CDS WG Requests 2024 - 2”; Rev. 1 – May 2024. The three 

eBCD System functionalities are as follows:  
  

- Reference 5.5.5.: Development of functionality to allow grouping of fish from the same Flag 
origin/same joint fishing operation (JFO). (See Section 4.5 of the Report of the Second Meeting of 
the eBCD Technical Working Group (eBCD TWG), held on 5 June 2023).  
  

- Reference 6.: Initial discussion of reflecting ‘processing on board’ in the eBCD System. (See Section 
6 of the Report of the Second Meeting of the eBCD Technical Working Group (eBCD TWG), held on 5 
June 2023).  

  
- Reference 4.8.: ICCAT Regional Observer Programme (ROP) (Rec. 21-08, para 102). (See Section 

4.8 of the Report of the Second Meeting of the eBCD Technical Working Group (eBCD TWG), held on 5 
June 2023).   

  
If any CPC has any objections to these developments or specific comments on the proposals, they are requested 
to inform the ICCAT Secretariat by 10 June 2024.  
  
Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.  

Executive Secretary  

 
    
DISTRIBUTION:  
−    Commission Officers:  

  Camille Jean Pierre Manel  

Commission Chair:  E. Penas Lado  COC Chair:  D. Campbell   
First Vice Chair:  Z. Driouich  PWG Chair:   N. Ansell  
Second Vice Chair: Chairs 

Panels 1-4  
R. Chong  STACFAD Chair:  D. Warner-Kramer  

SCRS Chair:  C. Brown  
    

−    Head Delegates  
−    Cooperating Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities  
Attachment: Cost/time estimates [ICCAT Entrada E24-05946 of 24 May 2024].  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Corazo n de Marí a, 8 – 28002 MADRID – Spain, Espagne, Espan a – Tel: +34 91 416 56 00 – Fax +34 91 415 26 12 – iccat.int- info@iccat.in   
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1. REQUIRIMENTS TO IMPROVE THE EBCD SYSTEM  

1.1 REFERENCE 5.5.5: DEVELOPMENT OF FUNCTIONALITY TO ALLOW GROUPING OF FISH FROM THE 
SAME FLAG ORIGIN/SAME JOINT FISHING OPERATION (JFO). (REF. TO REPORT/SECTION 4.5 OF 
THE 2ND “EBCD TWG”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2023). 

 

1.1.1 Background 

In accordance with paragraph 197 of Recommendation 21-08: “During intra-farm transfers, 
regrouping fish of the same flag origin and the same JFO, may be authorised by the farm CPC 
competent authority, providing that traceability, as established in paragraph 5 of Recommendation 
18-13, and the applicability of SCRS’s growth rates, are maintained.” 

 

The request for this requirement was received on March 8, 2024. 

Objective 

Once the first phase of this section has been implemented, which involved enabling a registry of 

cages so that they can be uniquely identified in the eBCD System, the second phase can be addressed. 

This phase consists of allowing the grouping of BFT caged in different cages into a single cage. 

 

Additionally, due to the CDS-WG’s keen interest in addressing traceability challenges related to 
cage movements between BFT farms (FFBs), and recognizing the crucial nature of resolving these 
issues for the successful implementation of the proposal’s second phase: 

 

• A “Cost/Time” estimate is required to enable the Secretariat Profile to reactivate the cages of 
FFBs that have been previously deactivated. 

• Technical support is required to define a new “Cage Identifier” format to include a reference 
to the farm to which the cage(s) belong(s).  
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Current situation 

CAGE REGISTRATION 

The cage registration for each farm is carried out by users with the ICCAT Secretariat profile, using 

the form found on the eBCD farm registration page.  

 

This registry allows users to edit the cage name and deactivate it, as shown in the image below: 

 

 

 

Currently, in the cage sections (CG) and cage movements (MC), cage information is selected from 

a dropdown menu that displays all active cages on the farm on the date of the section. Since they are 

uniquely identified in the eBCD system, it is easy to locate which cages the specimens of each BCD are 

in. 
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REGROUPING 

Currently, the eBCD system allows regrouping fish at various stages of the bluefin tuna's life: 

1) At the time of the initial caging, provided it meets the conditions outlined in Recommendation 

18-13 (paragraph 6). 

At that moment, a new BCD code is generated, which will be used thereafter for those fish. 

 

2) Once the specimens are in the farming phase of the farms. 

The regrouping of fish that occurs during the farming process can be recorded using the 

"Movements between cages" sections, selecting the same destination cage for fish from 

different BCDs, without the need to create a new BCD code. This ensures complete traceability.  

 

If a new BCD code were generated, traceability, as indicated in the Recommendation, could 

not be guaranteed, as relevant information such as the date of the initial caging, which is 

essential for calculating the growth rate of the sacrificed specimens, would be lost. 

 

Proposal 

Initially, the purpose of this point was to allow for regrouping once the specimens are already in 

the farming phase of the farms. However, these physical regroupings that occur in the cages of the 

farm facilities are already reflected in the eBCD System using the "Movements between cages" section. 

Instead of creating a new BCD code, we propose providing tools that allow for easily locating the 
eBCDs that have available fish in each cage. 

This ensures the traceability of each of the BCDs, regardless of the movements that have occurred 
within the farm. 
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1.1.2 Technical specifications and Specific requirements 

New functionality will allow users of the farming facilities to locate the BCDs that still have 

available fish in each cage. This will enable them to access these BCDs directly to record the sections 

they need for a particular cage, either to move them to another cage (MC) or to sacrifice them (HA). 

Specific requirements 

This functionality would be available for the profiles: 

- Person responsible for farming facility  
- Person responsible for administration CPC/Country 
- ICCAT Secretary  

In the "Cages associated" section of the farm registry, two new columns will be added to the 

results table, to indicate the number of available fish in the cage. If there are any, a button will appear 

that opens a page with the cage information and the list of BCDs that, at the time of the query, have 

fish in that cage. 

 

From this list, users will be able to directly access these sections, thus enabling quick creation of 

subsequent sections, whether they are cage movements or harvestings (MC or HA). 
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1.1.3 Reactivate the Cages 

It is proposed to add a button in the table of deactivated cages, allowing them to be reactivated, 

similar to the one existing in active cages to deactivate them.  
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By allowing this reactivation, it is necessary to modify the current conditions in the eBCD system 

that must be met to create/change the name of a cage. 

The cage names must be unique within each farm, regardless of whether the cages are activated 

or deactivated. 

As clarified in the previous WG meeting, cages can only belong to one farm, whether they are 

active or not. 

If a physical movement of a cage from one farm to another occurs, the following steps would be 

necessary to follow: 

1. Deactivate the cage in the donor farm.  
This action can only be taken if the cage is empty.  

Ej. TUR-001-CAGE01 

 

2. Register the cage in the receiving farm.  
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To identify it correctly, the code could be established with the identifier of the receiving farm 
as a prefix, and the complete code of the cage from the donor farm as the cage number. This 
way, it will be documented as a loan. 

Ej: TUN-001- TUR-001-CAGE01 

When the return occurs, the reverse process will need to be undertaken: 

1. Deactivate the cage in the receiving farm.  
This action can only be taken if the cage is empty.  

Ej:TUN-001- TUR-001-CAGE01 

 

2. Reactivate the cage in the donor farm.  
Ej: TUR-001-CAGE01 

 

If in addition to the cages, the fish are also moved, as it involves a movement of live fish between 

farms, the way to register it in the eBCD will be by recording new sections: 

1º. "Live Trade" indicating the destination farm. At this point, if the cage no longer has fish, it can 

be deactivated in the donor farm 

2º. “Transfer” 

3º. “Caging” in the cage of the destination farm 

 

1.1.4 Define a new “Cage Identifier” format 

The technical support team has been requested to define a new format for the cage identifier, 

which includes a reference to the farm to which the cage belongs. 

Currently, the cage code field in the database allows storing a text of up to 50 characters. 

Therefore, one possibility for naming could be: 

- 3 characters to identify the country (ISO-A3) 
- 1 separator character 
- 3 characters to identify the farm in ICCAT, which would correspond to the farm serial numbers 

(the first digits are zeros) 
- 1 separator character 
- Remaining characters to identify the cage (the determined number) 
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For example. If it is a farm in Spain with ICCAT number “ATEU1ESP00005”, its cages would be 

identified as:  ESP-005-xxxxxxx 

 

1.1.5 Cost estimation 

 

1.1 REFERENCE 5.5.5: DEVELOPMENT OF FUNCTIOINALITY TO ALLOW GROUPING OF FISH FROM 

THE SAME FLAG ORIGIN/SMA JOINT FISHING OPERATION (JFO). (REF. TO REPORT/SECTION 4.5 OF 

        “       G”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2023).  

Profile Total Hours Cost Budget 

Consultant 8 56,69 € 453,52 € 

Project Manager 10 50,75 € 507,50 € 

Business Analyst 20 39,05 € 781,00 € 

Programmer Analyst 40 37,02 € 1.480,80 € 

Business Expert 50 34,24 € 1.712,00 € 

1.1 REFERENCE 5.5.5: DEVELOPMENT OF FUNCTIONALITY TO ALLOW GROUPING OF FISH FROM 
THE SAME FLAG ORIGIN/SAME JOINT FISHING OPERATION (JFO). (REF. TO REPORT/SECTION 4.5 

OF THE 2ND “EBCD TWG”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2023).  
4.934,82 € 

  
   

1.1.4.- Activate/Deactivate cages (maintenance budget item) 

Profile Total Hours Cost Budget 

Consultant 2 -   € -   € 

Project Manager 4 -   € -   € 

Business Analyst 8 -   € -   € 

Programmer Analyst 20 -   € -   € 

Business Expert 20 -   € -   € 

1.1.4.- Activate/Deactivate cages → MAINTENANCE BUDGET ITEM   
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2. 

2.1 REFERENCE 6.: INITIAL DISCUSSION OF REFLECTING ‘PROCESSING ON BOARD’ IN THE EBCD 
SYSTEM. (REF. TO REPORT/ SECTION 6. OF THE 2ND “EBCD TWG” – INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 
JUNE 2023). 

2.1.1 Background 

At the eBCD TWG in June 2023, Japan proposed adding a series of additional fields to allow for 

the recording of information on the processing of bluefin tuna onboard processing vessels. 

In accordance with paragraph 35 of Recommendation 23-21: “The compliance with the processing 

information section shall be subject to the development of the necessary functionality in the eBCD 

system”.  

In accordance with this paragraph, ICCAT requests a cost/time analyses on March 8, 2024. 

 

2.1.2 Proposal  

The "Processing information" section, referred to in Recommendation 23-21, applies only to 

dead farmed tunas and dead tunas caught by traps intended for processing vessels. 

To reflect this information in the eBCD, it seems appropriate to create a section within the “Trade 

information” section where all the required information according to Recommendation 23-21 is 

detailed: 

“PV NAME”: list the name of the processing vessel. 

 "FLAG": indicate the flag CPC. 

 "ICCAT RECORD NO.": indicate the ICCAT number of the processing vessel. 

“PRODUCT DESCRIPTION OF PROCESSED FISH”: indicate processed weight in kg for each type 

of processed product. 

In addition to this information outlined in the Recommendation, we believe it is appropriate to 

include a field reflecting the gross weight of the sale prior to processing. And finally, the presentations 

obtained after processing and the corresponding kilograms of each resulting presentation.  

The master or representative of the processing vessel, corresponding to the user profile "Person 

responsible for transport," will be responsible for completing the data on onboard processing in the 

eBCD. However, we find it appropriate that it can also be completed by whoever is registering the 

trade, for example, a user from the exporting company or a CPC/Country administrator responsible for 

the trade. 

The “Processing information” section shall be completed within 48 hours after the completion of 
the processing operation for each farm or trap.  
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The “Processing information” section does not require validation, as specified in 
Recommendation 23-21. However, the following is foreseen: 
 

“The CPC of the seller/exporter shall be responsible for validation of the TRADE INFORMATION 

section, after reviewing the PROCESSING INFORMATION, as appropriate, unless bluefin tuna are 

tagged in accordance with Paragraph 21 of the Recommendation.” 

For this purpose, the following is proposed: 

1. The trade is recorded indicating that it is an "on-board processing."  

2. The information related to on-board processing (processing vessel information and gross weight 

of the trade) is completed. 

3. The person responsible for the processing vessel receives a notification (email) indicating that a 

trade with on-board processing has been recorded, and that they must complete the information 

regarding the processed products (presentations) and their corresponding weights. 

4. Once the on-board processing information has been completed, the person responsible for 

recording the trade in the eBCD can submit the trade section for validation, which now includes 

all the on-board processing data. 

5. The validators from the CPC/Country responsible for the trade can validate the trade after 

confirming that all the on-board processing information is included in the section. 

2.1.3 Technical specifications and Specific requirements 

a) It is not necessary to create a new section in the eBCD, although it will be included in the 
printed version of the BCDs. 
 

b) It will be a variant of the trade section that will allow storing the on-board processing 
information. 
 

c) An additional section will be added within the trade section to facilitate the input of 
transformation information in applicable trades. 
 

d) Information on transformation will only be allowed to be added to trades whose preceding 
sections are: 

a. Catches made by traps 
b. Harvesting (farmed tuna) 

 

e) The person responsible for checking the "Processing information" box will be the one 
recording that trade, who must also indicate the basic data of the trade: 

a) Selection of the processing vessel 
b) Gross weight of the trade 
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f) The description of the processed products according to the Recommendation shall be 
completed by the master or representative of the processing vessel. It may also be filled out 
by whoever is recording the trade, for example, a user from the exporting company or an 
administrator of the CPC/Country responsible for the trade. 
 

g) Allow access for modifying a trade section to users with the profile "Person responsible for 

transport" so that they can complete the description of the transformed fish product. 
 

h) The "Product description of processed fish" will also be displayed as the "Product description" 
in the “Trade information” section on the printed BCD. 
 

i) The system will establish the initial weight of the trade as declared in the “Processing 
information” section information as the gross weight of the trade, and therefore, these will be 
the kilograms deducted from the available weight of the previous section. 
 

j) The system will calculate the available weight of the “Trade information” section as the sum 

of the kilograms of the processed fish. 
 

k) The processing vessel will become part of the entities associated with the section. 
 

l) The “Trade information” section cannot be validated until the description of the processed fish 
has been filled in.  
 

m) Include a new type of email that the person responsible for transport will receive upon the 
creation of a trade with Transformation Information from their vessel. 
 

n) Include a new type of email that will be received by the person responsible for the exporting 
company and the administrators of their flag when a user responsible for transport of the 
processing vessel completes the trade with Processing Information. 
 

o) Add the fields of section “8. PROCESSING INFORMATION” to the printed BCD. 
 

p) Modify the header of the “Trade information” section in the printed BCD from “8. PROCESSING 

INFORMATION” to “9. TRADE INFORMATION”. 
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2.1.4 Cost estimation 

 
1.2 REFERENCE 6.: INITIAL DISCUSSION OF R FL     G ‘ RO      G O   O R ’             

         R F   O R  OR /      O  6  OF         “       G” – INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 

JUNE 2023). 

Profile Total Hours Cost Budget 

Consultant 10 56,69 € 566,90 € 

Project Manager 18 50,75 € 913,50 € 

Business Analyst 42 39,05 € 1.640,10 € 

Programmer Analyst 75 37,02 € 2.776,50 € 

Business Expert 75 34,24 € 2.568,00 € 

1.2 REFERENCE 6.: INITIAL DISCUSSION OF REFLECTING ‘PROCESSING ON BOARD’ IN THE EBCD 
SYSTEM. (REF. TO REPORT/ SECTION 6. OF THE 2ND “EBCD TWG” – INTERSESSION MEETING OF 

5 JUNE 2023). 
8.465,00 € 
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3.1 REFERENCE 4.8.: ICCAT REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMME (ROP) (REC. 21-08, PARA 102). (REF. 
TO REPORT/SECTION 4.8. OF THE 2ND “EBCD TWG”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2023). 

3.1.1 Background 

As specified in paragraph 102 of Recommendation 21-08: “By way of derogation from paragraph 
101, harvesting from farms up to 1000 kg per day and up to a maximum of 50 tons per farm per year 
to supply the fresh bluefin tuna market may be authorized by the relevant CPC provided that an 
authorized inspector from the farm CPC is onsite for 100% of such harvests, and controls the entire 
operation. The authorized inspector shall also validate the harvested quantities in the eBCD system. In 
this case, the regional observer’s signature should not be required in the harvest section of the eBCD. 
This derogation shall be reviewed, as appropriate, by the PWG, possibly through its IMM Working 
Group, by 2023 at the latest”. 

 

A “Cost/Time” estimate of 21.408,42 Euros was provided by TRAGSA in January 2023 (see 
“eBCD_04/i2023”-document) to carry out the assessment of such an exemption/ a derogation to be 
implemented automatically; but the EU proposed that perhaps it could be the authorities of each CPC 
that could manually carry out its application. Morocco proposed to do what the EU proposed, the eBCD 
System should have two boxes in the “Harvesting” section so that the competent authority can indicate 
whether or not the section  meets the exemption criteria.  This new proposal would imply a reduction 
in the initially estimated cost. As decided at PA2 morning session of March the 6th 2024, the 
response/analyses to be provided by TRAGSA should go through the CDS-WG 2nd I/S meeting (11 June 
2024), which means that such a functionality would not be ready for 2024 BFT fishing season, hoping 
to get it for the following BFT season (of 2025) as concluded by PA2 Chair on TÜRKIYE’s request for 
derogation to Para. 101 by Para. 102 of Rec. 22-08. 

 

As alternative approach, TRAGSA is now requested to provide a 2nd “Cost/Time” estimate that 

only includes the ability for the Farm CPC authorities to enter the eBCD System and select whether 

each harvesting meets the derogation criteria and therefore does not require the signature of ROP. 

This request was received on March 8, 2024. 
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3.1.2 Technical specifications and Specific requirements 

a) A check field will be added in the “Harvesting” section to indicate that the harvesting is 
recorded taking into account the exemption from the regional observer´s signature. 
  

 

 

b) When recording, it will only be verified that the harvesting does not exceed 1,000 kg, without 
considering the possibility of other harvestings on the same date, which would require a 
regional observer's signature. In this case, it will be treated as actual “Natural mortality”. 
 

c) No verifications will be conducted with the rest of the recorded harvestings to determine if 
they meet all the conditions of paragraph 102 of Recommendation 21-08. 
 

d) It will not be checked whether the farm is subject to this exemption or not. 
 

e) It will be the responsibility of the users of the farming facilities to record these harvestings, 
indicating that they are exempt from ROP. 
 

f) Inspectors must verify the information before validating the section. 
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3.1.3 Cost estimation 

 

3.1 REFERENCE 4.8.: ICCAT REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMME (ROP) (REC. 21-08, PARA 102). (REF. 

 O R  OR /     O  4 8  OF         “       G”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 2023). 

Profile Total Hours Cost Budget 

Consultant 8 56,69 € 453,52 € 

Project Manager 10 50,75 € 507,50 € 

Business Analyst 20 39,05 € 781,00 € 

Programmer Analyst 40 37,02 € 1.480,80 € 

Business Expert 50 34,24 € 1.712,00 € 

3.1 REFERENCE 4.8.: ICCAT REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAMME (ROP) (REC. 21-08, PARA 102). 
(REF. TO REPORT/SECTION 4.8. OF THE 2ND “EBCD TWG”- INTERSESSION MEETING OF 5 JUNE 

2023). 
4.934,82 € 
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Appendix 9 
 

Draft workplan of the Standing Catch Documentation Scheme Working Group (CDS WG)  
(Agenda item 8) 

(presented by Japan) 

 
With a view to provide a clear path of the CDS WG, Japan would like to suggest the following workplan for 
the next three years to reach a recommendation on any expanded CDS, for the approval by the CDS WG. 
 
Draft workplan to reach a recommendation on any expanded CDS 

2024 
 
IMM WG (June) 

- Review the outputs from the CDS WG. 
- Further consider which species and the product types should be covered by any CDS. 

 
PWG/COM (November) 

- Review the progress of the CDS WG and IMM WG.  
- Present Working Group progress to relevant species Panels and STACFAD. 
- Provide input on potential species covered by any future CDS.  

2025 
 

CDS WG (TBD, at least once a year, possibly in conjunction with the IMM Meeting) 
- Identify species and the product types covered by any new CDS. 
- Discuss details of the operational and technical aspects of the CDS, including the elements 

listed in paragraph 5. a)-e) of Recommendation by ICCAT on establishment of a Standing Catch 
Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) (Rec. 23-22).  

- Review any input from the Secretariat regarding budget and resource capabilities to support 
any expanded CDS. 

- If possible, begin developing a draft recommendation on any expanded CDS. 

IMM WG (TBD) 
- Review the outputs of the CDS WG, including related to the species/product types covered. 
- Further consider details of the operational and technical aspects of the CDS. 

PWG/COM (TBD) 
- Review the progress of the CDS WG and IMM WG, including related to the species/product 

types covered. 
- Further consider details of the operational and technical aspects of the CDS. 

2026 
 
CDS WG (TBD, at least once a year, possibly in conjunction with the IMM Meeting) 

- Develop and submit a draft Recommendation on any expanded CDS, or propose a new 
workplan to the Commission. 

 
IMM WG (TBD) 

- Refine and endorse a draft Recommendation on any expanded CDS or new workplan.  
 

PWG/COM (TBD) 
- Decision on a draft Recommendation on any expanded CDS or on new workplan. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
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Appendix 10 
 

Information paper on the Japan Capacity-Building Assistance Fund 
to adapt to a new catch documentation scheme  

(Agenda item 9)  
(submitted by Japan) 

 
The Recommendation by ICCAT on establishment of a Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group 
(CDS WG) (Rec. 23-22) emphasizes the importance of taking into account the special needs and 
requirements of developing CPCs, in both the design and implementation of new catch documentation 
schemes, and recognizes the need for capacity development activities to support the implementation 
of any expanded CDS by developing CPCs. 
 
Recommendation 23-22 
 

5.  ... The CDS WG will then decide on details of the operational and technical aspects of the CDS, 
based on the information/views provided by CPCs, particularly regarding practical and technical 
considerations with respect to the design and implementation of any CDS, including the following: 
 
... 
 

c) What capacity development programmes for developing CPCs may be needed to support their 
implementation of any expanded CDS; 

... 
 

7.  The CDS WG shall, as far as possible, identify the key components to facilitate the implementation 
of any expanded CDS, including taking into account the special needs and requirements of 
developing CPCs, in both the design and implementation of such schemes, among others. 

 
Japan has provided a capacity-building fund since 1999, the so-called "ICCAT-Japan Capacity-building 
Assistance Project (JCAP)", to assist developing CPCs in improving their capacity for data collection, 
reporting and effective implementation of ICCAT measures. This fund can be utilized by coastal 
developing States to reinforce data collection and monitoring of tuna fisheries to prepare for and adapt 
to a new catch documentation scheme1. Annex is the call for application of JCAP last year. Japan is 
pleased to announce the continuation of this program this year, for which the call for application will 
be circulated to CPCs soon. 
 
 
 
  

 
1 Funding is subject to approval by the Steering Committee chaired by the Executive Secretary, the SCRS Chair, the Convener of the 
Subcommittee on Statistics and representatives of Japan, with coordination by the ICCAT Secretariat. 

https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Recs/compendiopdf-e/2023-22-e.pdf
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Annex 
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