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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP
ON A CATCH DOCUMENT SCHEME
(Online, 4-5 April 2022)

1. Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements

The Chair of the Permanent Working Group (PWG), Mr. Neil Ansell (EU), opened the meeting and gave the
floor to the Executive Secretary, Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel, who noted the meeting arrangements and
introduced the participants.

Contracting Parties (CPs) present at the meeting were Algeria, Belize, Canada, China (P.R), Egypt, El
Salvador, the European Union, Guatemala, Guinea (Rep.) Honduras, Japan, South Korea (Rep.), Morocco,
Mexico, Senegal, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. The Cooperating non-Contracting Parties,
Entities, or Fishing Entities (CNCPs) were Bolivia, Chinese Taipei and Costa Rica. The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) participated as an intergovernmental organization.

Montenegro attended the meeting as a non-Contracting Party.

The Observers present at the meeting were Pew Charitable Trusts (PEW) and Worldwide Fund for Nature
(WWE).

The List of Participants is attached as Appendix 2.

2. Election of Chair

Mr. Neil Ansell was elected Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group on a Catch Document Scheme.

3. Nomination of Rapporteur

The Japanese delegation collectively served as rapporteur.

4. Adoption of agenda

The Agenda was adopted (Appendix 1).

5. Presentation of FAO Technical Guidelines for Catch Documentation Schemes

The Chair introduced Dr. Shelley Clarke from FAO who presented FAQ’s latest report “Understanding and
implementing catch documentation schemes - A guide for national authorities”. The presentation focused
on setting key data elements (KDEs), data verification and full supply chain traceability to maintain legal
provenance.

A CPC questioned the difference between legal provenance and traceability. In response, Dr. Clarke clarified
that traceability is just a matter of labelling products and keeping track of them throughout the supply chain
and does not require identifying whether they are legally sourced or not. However, a fisheries product could
be of legal provenance, and traceable, and still become illegal if, for example, it was stored at the wrong
temperature or handled in violation of other relevant laws. Traceability is a part of legal provenance, which
can be established by tracing all the steps and procedures throughout the supply chain. She also noted that
traceability from the catch at sea to landing would be more challenging than establishing traceability of fish
products on land, as existing tracing systems for other purposes, such as food safety, might be utilised for
the latter case.
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A CPC asked how to create a system to verify the validity of catch documents and how to standardise such
systems among CPCs. The presenter from the FAO responded that every country does not need to develop
the same system as long as such a system can ensure legal provenance.

6. Presentation by an Observer on aligning Regional Fisheries Monitoring Organisation (RFMO)
catch documentation schemes to combat IUU fishing

WWF made a presentation highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of current RFMO catch
documentation schemes (CDSs). The presenter suggested aligning each RFMO’s CDS with others and
harmonising them in the future, in particular by including recommended key data elements (KDEs).

7. Overview of existing SDP / CDS schemes

The Working Group reviewed the history of the statistical document programs (SDPs) and/or catch
document programmes that have been implemented in tuna RFMOs as well as domestic import regulations
implemented by several CPCs.

a) ICCAT and Other RFMOs

ICCAT introduced the SDP for bluefin tuna in 1993, which was then converted to the CDS in 2008. The
electronic CDS for bluefin tuna was introduced in 2011. The SDPs for bigeye tuna and swordfish were
introduced in 2002. The SDP for bigeye tuna covers only frozen products.

The Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) introduced its SDP for southern
bluefin tuna in 2000 and then converted it to the CDS in 2010. The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (I0TC)
and Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) introduced the SDP for bigeye tuna in 2002 and
2003, respectively. Like ICCAT’s SDP for bigeye tuna, the SDPs for bigeye tuna by the IOTC and IATTC cover
only frozen products.

A CPC emphasised that other RFMOs, including the Western Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)
and IOTC, have been discussing introduction of a CDS, and the IOTC established a Working Group on CDS
which is similar in its mandate to this ICCAT Working Group.

b) CPCs

The United States introduced its Seafood Import Monitoring Program (SIMP), clarifying that SIMP is not a
domestic CDS, but rather an import data requirement program, wherein importers are required to maintain
chain of custody documentation and report certain information regarding these species to the U.S.
Government via an electronic interface - the International Trade Database System. The U.S. Government
does not specify a format for the chain of custody documentation maintained by importers nor does it
require exporters to validate chain of custody documentation.

The EU explained its Catch Certification Scheme under its IUU Regulation that entered into force in 2010.
Their own scheme requests more information than the ICCAT SDP (e.g., vessel master, transhipment,
transportation) and covers not only frozen products but also fresh and processed products.

Japan introduced its import regulations that would come into effect in December 2022. It stated that the
species subject to the regulations do not include tuna species at this stage but will be reviewed every two
years.
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8. Discussion points
The Working Group agreed to discuss each discussion point referring to a working paper prepared by Japan.
a) Objectives of CDS

Japan suggested that combating IUU fishing and improvement of data quality should be two pillars of the
objectives of any potential future CDS pursued by ICCAT.

Some CPCs stated that before the objectives of a new CDS should be established, this Working Group should
evaluate whether any new CDS is required or appropriate in addressing specific issues concerning ICCAT
fisheries. To this end, these CPCs suggested conducting a gap analysis to evaluate the advantages of
expanding the CDS for other ICCAT species, considering factors provided in Recommendation 12-09. Japan,
while sharing the value of such a gap analysis, expressed its concern that returning to the Recommendation
adopted ten years ago would send a message that ICCAT has not made any progress for a decade. Japan
believed that ICCAT should accelerate the discussion on CDS bearing in mind the increasing market demand
for the products whose legalities are duly certified. Japan also drew the concerned CPCs attention to the
result of the risk analysis contained in the document “A proposed way forward for discussion on catch
document schemes” submitted to the 2021 Commission meeting by Japan.

Some CPCs asked whether eBCD data are indeed used to check Task 1 data. The Secretariat responded that
the SCRS reviews total catch amounts calculated from eBCD to verify its consistency with Task 1 data. It also
noted that such cross-checking is not plausible for bigeye and swordfish since i) the coverage of the SDP is
limited, and ii) some CPCs submit information gathered from SDPs in a way that their catch amount in the
Atlantic cannot be distinguished from catches made in other oceans.

b) Species that might be covered by a new CDS in ICCAT

Japan suggested that all the major ICCAT species other than BFT (i.e., bigeye, yellowfin, swordfish, albacore
and skipjack) should be subject to a new CDS. It also believed that a potential new ICCAT CDS should be a
fishery-based CDS, as opposed to a trade-based CDS, considering the advantage of its inclusiveness by
covering fish products that are both internationally traded and domestically consumed.

A CPC mentioned that expansion of species subject to the CDS is not a problem because that CPC has a
statistical system in place that was originally developed to meet the requirements under the EU’s Catch
Certificate Scheme. However, since that system does not cover fish products that are destined to domestic
consumption, if the ICCAT CDS is to be fishery based, several structural changes in the system as well as
administration would be necessary and, thus, there would be a need for further time to implement the CDS.

Another CPC suggested that bigeye and swordfish, which are currently subject to the SDP, should be covered
by the CDS first by a CDS, after which consideration could be given to expanding the scope to include other
[CCAT species.

Other CPCs noted that the current SDP for bigeye does not cover fresh products and canned products;
thus, converting the bigeye SDP to a CDS covering all types of products would be a way forward. They also
noted that bigeye is caught together with skipjack and yellowfin by purse seine fisheries; thus, introducing
a CDS for bigeye would and probably should have implications for other tropical tuna species.

Several CPCs highlighted their practical difficulties in estimating catch amounts by species in the purse seine
fishery for tropical tunas. While they are now making efforts in strengthening their observer programs,
there is no reliable data to estimate catch composition at this stage. The Working Group agreed to explore
this issue further while noting purse seine catches are reported by species in Task 1.

c¢) Practical and technical difficulties

Japan introduced several existing solutions to address the challenges in implementing a CDS. For example,
in the case of eBCD, when catch quantities are small (i.e., less than 1 ton or three fish), the logbook or the
sales note can be used as a temporary BCD, pending the validation of a formal eBCD within a certain time
frame (i.e., 7 days). Japan requested CPCs that may face practical and technical difficulties in implementing
a CDS to share their challenges in detail so that the Working Group could collectively discuss possible
solutions.


https://www.iccat.int/com2021/ENG/PWG_410_APP1_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/com2021/ENG/PWG_410_APP1_ENG.pdf
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d) Utilization of the eBCD system for other species and what modifications would be needed

There was general agreement that any new ICCAT CDS should be electronic while there might be
exceptional cases where paper catch documents can be used temporarily.

Some CPCs suggested that the eBCD system should be utilized for other species, while another CPC believed
that possible additional requirements, such as accommodating mixed stock fisheries and canned products
could make the utilization of the eBCD system a challenge, in particular for tropical tunas. The potential
costs to expand the eBCD system in these different ways, and to maintain the expanded system, would also
need to be explored.

e) Enhancement of the capacity of developing CPCs

In the discussion paper, Japan requested that developing CPCs that are participating in the BFT eBCD share
their experience in addressing any challenges, Morocco stated that, while it had difficulties initially in
introducing CDS to thousands of artisanal fishing vessels, the derogation for small catches where the sales
notes can be used as a temporary eBCD effectively alleviated such challenges. They also noted that the eBCD
system facilitated the process for their artisanal vessels, which may not necessarily be authorised to target
BFT, to use the system for trading BFT under the bycatch provision.

Japan proposed to establish a list of available capacity building projects/funds that developing CPCs could
access if necessary.

f) Avoiding duplication with existing schemes and reducing the workload of exporting CPCs

Japan stated that if a possible future ICCAT Catch Document could be used to replace a catch documentation
under CPCs’ domestic import regulation systems, there would be an incentive for ICCAT CPCs to expand the
scope of the CDS to apply to more species. To this end, the EU agreed to provide detailed requirements of
its catch certification program vis a vis ICCAT’s current SDPs to assist the CDS WG in evaluating the
minimum elements it would need to see in any new ICCAT CDS.

g) Ensuring compatibility with other tuna RFMOs

Japan suggested that, like the IOTC, ICCAT should consider possible collaboration with other RFMOs that
are developing and/or implementing CDS in their fisheries to explore potential ways to harmonise systems,
including any new CDS that ICCAT might decide to develop. This was generally supported by Working
Group members.

9. Workplan and/or next steps

The Working Group agreed to the workplan subject to further editorial changes (Appendix 3).

10. Coordination with the eBCD Technical Working Group (eBCD TWG)

The Working Group agreed that coordination with the eBCD TWG was important. As a first step, the CDS
WG would provide a general explanation of the considerations being given to the possible expansion of CDS
to other ICCAT species rather than detailed discussion. It also agreed to ask the eBCD developer, TRAGSA,
its initial view on the possibility of adapting the eBCD system for use with other ICCAT species.

11. Other matters

No other matters were raised.
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12. Adoption of Report and closure

The CPCs agreed that the report would be adopted by correspondence. The Chair noted that an update of
the work of the CDS WG would be provided to the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM

WG) when it met in early June 2022.

The Chair thanked everyone present for their contributions and closed the meeting.
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Appendix 1

Agenda

Opening of the meeting and meeting arrangements
Election of Chair

Nomination of Rapporteur

Adoption of Agenda

Overview of existing SDP / CDS schemes:

a) ICCAT
b) Other RFMOs
c) CPCs

Presentation of FAO Technical Guidelines “Understanding and implementing catch documentation
schemes - A guide for national authorities”

Presentation by an Observer on aligning RFMO catch documentation schemes to combat IUU fishing
Initial consideration of:

a) species that might be covered by any potential new CDS in ICCAT

b) practical and technical difficulties in CDS design and implementation and possible solutions

c) ensuring compatibility with other tuna RFMOs CDSs and avoiding duplication for ICCAT CPCs
d) utility of the eBCD system for other ICCAT species and potential modifications

Capacity needs of developing CPCs to support CDS implementation

Workplan and/or next steps

Coordination with the eBCD TWG

Reporting to the Commission

Other matters

Adoption of Report and closure
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Jefes de Departamento con América Latina y el Caribe, Comision Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca (CONAPESCA), Av.
Camaron Sabalo s/n esq. Tiburon, Fracc. Sabalo Country Club

Tel: +52 669 915 6900 Ext. 58422, E-Mail: gustavo.lopez@conapesca.gob.mx

Ramirez Lépez, Karina

Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuacultura (INAPESCA), Centro Regional de Investigacion Acuicolay Pesquera - Veracruz,
Av. Ejército Mexicano No.106 - Colonia Exhacienda, Ylang Ylang, C.P. 94298 Boca de Rio, Veracruz

Tel: +52 5538719500, Ext. 55756, E-Mail: karina.ramirez@inapesca.gob.mx; kramirez_inp@yahoo.com

MOROCCO

Hmidane, Abdellatif

Chef de Service a la Direction de Contrdle des Activités de la Péche Maritime, Ministére de 1'Agriculture, de la Péche
Maritime, du Développement Rural et des Eaux et Foréts / Département de la Péche Maritime, Nouveau Quartier
Administratif, 10100 Haut Agdal Rabat

Tel: +212 537 688 195, Fax: +212 537 688 382, E-Mail: hmidane@mpm.gov.ma

Sabbane, Kamal

Cadre ala Direction de Contrdle des Activités de la Péche Maritime, Ministere de |'Agriculture de la Péche Maritime, du
Développement Rural et des Eaux et Foréts, Département de la Péche Maritime, Quartier Administratif BP 476, 10090
Agdal, Rabat

Tel: +212 537 688 196, Fax: +212 537 688 382, E-Mail: sabbane@mpm.gov.ma

SENEGAL

Faye, Adama

Directeur adjoint de la Direction de la Protection et de la Surveillance des Péches, Direction, Protection et Surveillance
des Péches, Cité Fenétre Mermoz, BP 3656 Dakar

Tel: +221 775 656 958, Fax: +221 338 602 465, E-Mail: adafaye2000@yahoo.fr; adafaye@yahoo.fr

Séye, Mamadou

Ingénieur des Péches, Chef de la Division Gestion et Aménagement des Pécheries de la Direction des Péches Maritimes,
Sphére Ministérielle de Diamniadio Batiment D., 1, Rue Joris, Place du Tirailleur, 289 Dakar

Tel: +221 77 841 83 94, Fax: +221 821 47 58, E-Mail: mdseye@gmail.com; mdseye1@gmail.com; mdouseye@yahoo.fr

ST. VINCENT AND GRENADINES

Connell, Shamal

Fisheries Officer, Fisheries Division Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Industry and Labour, Richmond Hill,
VC0120 Kingstown

Tel: +784 456 2738, E-Mail: volcanicsoils@hotmail.com; fishdiv@gov.vc

Jardine-Jackson, Cheryl

Fisheries Officer / Data Unit, Fisheries Division, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation,
Industry and Labour

Tel: +1 784 456 2738, E-Mail: cejmespo@yahoo.com; cejackson@outlook.com

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Lucky, Nerissa *

Acting Director of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Land & Fisheries, Fisheries Division, #35 Cipriani Blvd., Newtown,
Port of Spain, West Indies

Tel: +1 868 623 5989; +1 868 623 8525, Fax: +1 868 623 8542, E-Mail: nerissalucky@gmail.com; nlucky@gov.tt
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Daniel, Janelle
#35 Cipriani Boulevard, Port of Spain
Tel: +1 868 623 6028, Fax: +1 868 623 8542, E-Mail: janelledaniel@gmail.com

De Costa, Bria
#35 Cipriani Boulevard, Port of Spain, Newtown
Tel: +1 868 745 9715; +1 868 623 6028, E-Mail: bdecosta@gov.tt

Edwards, Crystal
E-Mail: crystalatoya@gmail.com

Elvin, Chelsea
#35 Cipriani Boulevard, Newtown, Port of Spain
Tel: +1 868 623 6028, Fax: +1 868 623 8542, E-Mail: chelseaelvin1l @gmail.com

Isaacs, Tiana
#35 Cipriani Boulevard, Port of Spain
Tel: +868 687 5122, E-Mail: tiana.tekesha@gmail.com

Kirk, Jenise
Fisheries Services Officer, Scarborough
Tel: +1 868 286 6712, E-Mail: dmrf2010@gmail.com

Lutchman, Virun
Fisheries Division, 35 Cipriani Boulevard, Port of Spain
Tel: +1 868 777 2840, E-Mail: lutchman.fdtt@gmail.com

Martin, Louanna
Fisheries Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Land & Fisheries, Fisheries Division, 35 Cipriani Boulevard, Port of Spain
Tel: +868 634 4504; 868 634 4505, Fax: +868 634 4488, E-Mail: Imartin@fp.gov.tt; louannamartin@gmail.com

Mohammed, Elizabeth

Acting Director of Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Fisheries Division, #35 Cipriani Boulevard Port
of Spain

Tel: +868 625 9358, Fax: +868 623 8542, E-Mail: emohammed.2fdtt@gmail.com

TUNISIA

Sohlobiji, Donia

Direction Générale de la Péche et de I'Aquaculture, Ministere de 1'Agriculture des Ressources Hydrauliques et de la
Péche, 32 Rue Alain Savary, 2036 Le Belvédére

Tel: +216 534 31307; +216 71 890 784, Fax: +216 71 799 401, E-Mail: doniasohlobjil@gmail.com; bft@iresa.agrinet.tn

Mejri, Hamadi

Directeur adjoint, Conservation des ressources halieutiques, Ministere de L’Agriculture et des ressources hydrauliques
et de la péche, Direction Générale de la Péche et de I'Aquaculture, 30, Rue Alain Savary - Le Belvédere, 1002 Tunis

Tel: +216 24 012 780, Fax: +216 71 799 401, E-Mail: hamadi.mejril @gmail.com

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Deary, Andrew

Head of Blue Belt Compliance, MMO, Marine Management Organisation, Lutra House, Dodd Way, Walton House, Bamber
Bridge, Preston Office, PR5 8BX

Tel: +44 782 766 4112, E-Mail: andrew.deary@marinemanagement.org.uk

Townley, Luke

International Fisheries Policy Officer, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Marine & Fisheries
Directorate, Deanery Road, Bristol BS1 5AH

Tel: +44 782 782 4514, E-Mail: luke.townley@defra.gov.uk

UNITED STATES

Blankenbeker, Kimberly*

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 301 427 8357, Fax: +1 301 713 1081, E-Mail: kimberly.blankenbeker@noaa.gov
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Baker, Colleen
Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, Office of Marine Conservation (OES/OMC) Department of State, Washington DC 20520-7878
Tel: +1 609 206 9830, E-Mail: bakerca2 @fan.gov; colleen.a.baker@gmail.com

Donaldson, Tim
NOAA, 1315 East West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 301 427 8272, E-Mail: tim.donaldson@noaa.gov

Engelke-Ros, Meggan

Deputy Chief, NOAA Office of General Counsel, Enforcement Section, 1315 East-West Highway, SSMC3-15860, Silver
Spring, Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 301 427 8284, Fax: +1 301 427 2202, E-Mail: meggan.engelke-ros@noaa.gov

Fahnestock, Gina
280 10th Ave, San Diego, California 92101
Tel: +1 314 540 9614, E-Mail: gina.fahnestock@bumblebee.com

Harris, Madison

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

Tel: +1 301 427 8350; +1 202 480 4592, E-Mail: madison.harris@noaa.gov

King, Melanie Diamond

Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC) NOAA - National Marine
Fisheries Service, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910
Tel: +1 301 427 3087, E-Mail: melanie.king@noaa.gov

Miller, Alexander
NOAA Fisheries, National Seafood Inspection Lab, 3209 Frederic Street Pascagoula, Mississippi 39567
Tel: +1 228 369 1699; +1 228 217 4188, Fax: +1 228 762 7144, E-Mail: alexander.miller@noaa.gov

Walline, Megan .

Attorney- Advisor, NOAA Office of General Counsel, Fisheries & Protected Resources Division, U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1315 East-West Highway SSMC-II], Silver Spring Maryland 20910

Tel: +301 713 9695, Fax: +1 301 713 0658, E-Mail: megan.walline@noaa.gov

OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES

BOLIVIA

Alsina Lagos, Hugo Andrés

Director Juridico, Campomarino Group, Calle Yanacocha No. 441 Efi. Arcoiris, piso 15, oficina 10, La Paz
Tel: +1 321 200 0069, Fax: +507 830 1708, E-Mail: hugo@alsina-et-al.org

Cortez Franco, Limbert Ismael

Jefe de la Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Maritima (UBPM), Calle 20 de Octubre 2502, esq. Pedro Salazar, La Paz

Tel: +591 6 700 9787, Fax: +591 2 291 4069, E-Mail: limbert.cortez@protonmail.ch; limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo;
licor779704@gmail.com

CHINESE TAIPEI

Chou, Shih-Chin

Section Chief, Deep Sea Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, 8F, No. 100, Sec. 2, Heping W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist., 10070
Taipei

Tel: +886 2 2383 5915, Fax: +886 2 2332 7395, E-Mail: chou1967sc@gmail.com; shihcin@ms1.fa.gov.tw

Kao, Shih-Ming

Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Marine Affairs, National Sun Yat-sen University, 70 Lien-Hai Road, 80424
Kaohsiung City

Tel: +886 7 525 2000 Ext. 5305, Fax: +886 7 525 6205, E-Mail: kaosm@mail.nsysu.edu.tw

Lee, Ching-Chao

Technical Specialist, Deep Sea Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, 8F., No.100, Sec. 2, Heping W. Rd., Zhongzheng Dist,,
10060

Tel: +886 223 835 911, Fax: +886 223 327 395, E-Mail: chaolee1218@gmail.com; chinchao@ms1.fa.gov.tw
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Yang, Shan-Wen
Secretary, Overseas Fisheries Development Council, 3F., No. 14, Wenzhou Street, Da'an Dist., 10648
Tel: +886 2 2368 0889 #151, Fax: +886 2 2368 6418, E-Mail: shenwen@ofdc.org.tw

COSTARICA

Pacheco Chaves, Bernald

INCOPESCA, Departamento de Investigacion, Cantén de Montes de Oro, Puntarenas, 60401
Tel: +506 899 22693, E-Mail: bpacheco@incopesca.go.cr

OBSERVER FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION - FAO

Clarke, Shelley

Fisheries Global and Regional Processes Team, Fisheries Division, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, 00153 Rome, Italy

OBSERVER FROM NON-CONTRACTING PARTY

REPUBLIC OF MONTENEGRO

Divanovic, Milica

Senior advisor for data entry, data processing and data reporting in fisheries (DCF-DCRF), Rimski trg 46, 81000
Podgorica, Montenegro

Tel: +38 220 482 270, E-Mail: milica.divanovic@mpsv.gov.me

OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS - PEW

Evangelides, Nikolas

Pew Charitable Trusts, 5 Underwood Street, London N1 7LY, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 793 964 2615, E-Mail: nevangelides@pewtrusts.org

WORLDWIDE FUND FOR NATURE - WWF
Leroy, Antonia

WWEF, Rue des liégois, 50, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +33 485 692 085, E-Mail: aleroy@wwf.eu

SCRS CHAIRMAN

Melvin, Gary

SCRS Chairman, St. Andrews Biological Station - Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 285
Water Street, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, E5B 1B8, Canada

Tel: +1 506 652 95783; +1 506 651 6020, E-Mail: gary.d.melvin@gmail.com; gary.melvin@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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ICCAT Sec

retariat

C/ Corazoén de Maria 8 - 6th floor, 28002 Madrid - Spain
Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int

Manel, Camille Jean Pierre
Neves dos Santos, Miguel
Ortiz, Mauricio
Cheatle, Jenny

Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais

Idrissi, M'Hamed

De Andrés, Marisa
Campoy, Rebecca
Donovan, Karen
Garcia-Orad, Maria José
Motos, Beatriz

Peyre, Christine

Pinet, Dorothée
Martinez Herranz, Javier
Samedy, Valérie

Vieito, Aldana

Peiia, Esther
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Appendix 3
Draft workplan of the ad hoc Working Group on Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS WG)

(Presented by Japan)

Recognizing the need for further discussion on the issues in ICCAT fisheries (e.g., IUU risk, data gaps) and
whether CDS is an appropriate solution for them, without prejudice to the scope of any future CDS, the CDS
WG agreed to work intersessionally as follows:

Information Collection and Sharing
CPCs are encouraged to provide information/views on the following by the end of July 2022:

1. Extent of risk of IUU fishing and related activities, data gaps, and other relevant factors including those
provided for in the Recommendation by ICCAT on a Process towards the Establishment of a Catch
Certification Scheme for Tuna and Tuna-Like Species [Rec. 12-09] associated with specific fisheries
particularly for Tropical tuna including potential measures other than CDS to address identified risks,
if any;

2. With a focus on Tropical tuna, describe the current practices as requested below and identify what
challenges in implementation, including administrative burdens and cost implications, your CPC might
face if ICCAT created a catch documentation scheme for ICCAT species other than BFT to track product
from the catch to the final market.

i. How are ICCAT tropical tunas (bigeye, yellowfin, and skipjack) in mixed stock fisheries,
especially in purse seine fisheries, identified during or after harvest? How are the amounts of
each species currently measured for catch reporting?

ii. ~ What challenges have you encountered in measuring or estimating the amount of bigeye,
skipjack and yellowfin caught in your mixed stock fisheries to meet current ICCAT reporting
requirements? What solutions have you found for such challenges that could be useful for
other CPCs?

iii. Does your industry engage in canning of ICCAT tropical tunas, or send tropical tunas to
canneries in other countries? If so, what role do canneries play in differentiating and
measuring the amounts of each species harvested for ICCAT reporting purposes?

iv. For small scale fisheries, how are these catches documented/recorded at the time of the first
domestic transaction?

v.  What specific challenges did developing CPCs have when implementing eBCD and how were
they overcome?

3. How could any new CDS avoid duplications and ensure interoperability with existing domestic import
control schemes, eBCD, and potential CDS in other tuna RFMOs? To that end, the EU should provide
additional information on what it considers to be missing from ICCAT SDP compared to the EU catch
certificate. CPCs may also wish to provide initial views on data standards/Key data elements (KDEs).

4. Areas where capacity building is necessary and any available capacity building programs/funds that
could be accessed by developing CPCs.

The Secretariat will compile the above information and make it available to all CPCs, then submit to the next
CDS WG meeting in 2023.
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Timeline
2022
Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) WG (8-11 June)
—  Briefly review the progress of the CDS WG
PWG/COM (14-21 November)

- Review the progress of the CDS WG

2023

CDS WG (TBD, possibly in conjunction with the IMM Meeting)
- Review the information submitted by CPCs and the Secretariat;
—  Continuation of the discussion on whether to expand the scope of the CDS to other species;
- Formulate a recommendation to the Commission, if possible.

IMM WG (TBD)
—  Briefly review the progress of the CDS WG

PWG/COM (TBD)

—  Decision on whether expansion of CDS is valid and necessary
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