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REPORT OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON MEDITERRANEAN ALBACORE
(Online, 9-10 February 2022)

1. Opening of the meeting

The Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Mediterranean Albacore (hereinafter the "Working Group”),
Mr. Shingo Ota (Panel 2 Chair), opened the meeting.

2. Appointment of Rapporteur

The Panel appointed Mr. Séamus Howard (European Union) as Rapporteur.

3. Adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements
The agenda was adopted with no revisions (Appendix 1).

The list of participants is attached as Appendix 2.

4. Establishment of a fair and equitable allocation scheme of the TAC of Mediterranean albacore

The Chair reminded Working Group members of the TAC of 2,500 t for Mediterranean albacore that was
agreed at the 2021 ICCAT Annual Meeting in Rec. 21-06 and the need for a consensus on a fair and equitable
allocation scheme for the stock. CPCs who had submitted papers under this agenda item were invited to
present them.

The EU outlined the main elements of their paper recalling that they were the main player in the fishery,
while Turkey in its paper elaborated on its contributions to the conservation and management measures
and its historical and projected catches.

CPCs recalled that operators involved in this fishery are mainly artisanal and are often highly dependent on
this stock. Fishing activities for Mediterranean albacore sustain an important number of jobs in coastal
communities, characterised by very high unemployment rates and the lack of alternative economic
activities. Certain CPCs have also seen many fishers exiting this fishery in recent years due to lack of
economic interest, which could be attributable to strict regulations.

CPCs also agreed on the importance of conservation and management measures and historical catch data
in the context of this fishery.

CPCs debated the issue of such catch data, both the admissibility thereof and the possibility to include, in
the deliberations for an allocation scheme, data that projected catches if restrictions had not been in place.
It was recalled that the only admissible catch data in ICCAT are those which had been previously submitted
to and validated by the SCRS. It was also acknowledged, however, that some CPCs had challenges recording
catch data in recent years due to difficult national political situations. There was some discussion as to the
possible effects of climate change on this stock and future migration of the species. Some CPCs emphasized
that the distribution of the species is biased towards the west, referring to the results of the tagging
programme as set out in Figures 2 and 3 on page 33 of the Report of the Intersessional Meeting of the
Albacore Species Group including the Mediterranean Albacore Stock Assessment. The SCRS told the meeting
that caution should be given to the interpretation of the tagging data.

In response to the request of a CPC for conducting the stock assessment for this species in 2022, the Chair
explained that the Commission had already agreed that the SCRS will conduct the next Mediterranean
albacore stock assessment in 2023.


https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2021/REPORTS/2021_ALB_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Documents/Meetings/Docs/2021/REPORTS/2021_ALB_ENG.pdf
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5. Determination of the individual CPC quotas for 2022 without prejudice to the scheme in 4

A long debate ensued between CPCs on the determination of the individual quotas for 2022. The focus was
to achieve convergence on an agreed reference period of historical catch data. Certain CPCs had a preference
for a 5-year reference period, from 2016 to 2020, while other CPCs wanted a much longer reference period
or a reference period that would refer to specific years only. Ultimately, it was tentatively agreed to base
the calculation of the allocation on a system of weighted averages as a starting point. To strike a balance
between the interest of CPCs whose catch was much higher in earlier years and CPCs whose catch was
higher in recent years, catch data for years 2006-2010 would be weighted at 100%, years 2011-2015
weighted at 80% and years 2016-2020 weighted at 100%. Following this calculation, the Working Group
made adjustments to try to further accommodate the interest of some CPCs by transferring a relatively small
amount of tonnage to certain CPCs who required a “top-up” quota from others. The allocations as proposed
by the Chair (Appendix 3) were agreed by all CPCs, with the exception of Turkey. To try to reach consensus,
the Working Group considered the possibility of scheduling a second meeting, but it was decided this was
not feasible given the already heavy intersessional schedule of ICCAT meetings and the timing of the fishery.
Turkey was urged to join the consensus but if they could not, they were requested to not block it and,
instead, consider lodging an objection to the allocation arrangement. In the end, Turkey did not block
consensus, explaining that it understood the need for CPCs involved in the fishery to agree on rules that
would ensure catches in 2022 respected the TAC and assuring other CPCs of its commitment to the effective
conservation and management of the stock. Nevertheless, Turkey expressed a strong reservation on the
proposed allocation scheme, noting that, in Turkey’s view, it did not represent a precedent for developing
an allocation key for future years as per paragraph 3b) of Recommendation 21-06 and the issue should be
reconsidered at the 2022 ICCAT Annual Meeting. In view of the fact that the allocations applicable to the
2022 Mediterranean albacore fishery would be binding for those CPCs that have agreed to the catch limits
given in Appendix 3, Turkey provided a detailed statement of its views and position for the record
(Appendix 4).

A procedural question was raised as to how any quotas agreed for 2022 could become binding on CPCs. The
Chair explained his understanding that the Commission conferred binding decision-making authority on
the Working Group on Mediterranean albacore and that, if a consensus allocation decision was reached, it
would become binding on CPCs for the 2022 fishery. He also stated that lack of consensus would require a
mail vote to become binding. Regardless of whether or not consensus could be reached, the United States
strongly disagreed that a transfer of binding decision-making authority from the Commission to an ad hoc
Working Group or other subsidiary body of ICCAT was possible, stressing that the Convention and Rules of
Procedure are clear that only the Commission can adopt binding, Article VIII recommendations.
Furthermore, without the existence of an Article VIII recommendation, there would be nothing against
which Turkey could lodge a formal objection under the Convention. The United States noted for the record
that, in its opinion, any outcome reached by the Working Group intersessionally on an allocation key
applicable to the 2022 Mediterranean albacore fishery must be circulated to the Commission and adopted
through an intersessional mail vote in order to become binding. The United States indicated that such an
approach would be consistent with how the outcomes from other intersessional allocation discussions were
handled, namely, for eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna in 2007 and for Mediterranean
swordfish in 2017. Notwithstanding, the United States indicated that, as it was not involved in the
Mediterranean albacore fishery, it would not insist that a mail vote be taken on any allocation key developed
at this meeting provided that the important issue of process it had raised was referred to the Commission
for consideration at its 2022 Annual meeting. The EU, as a proponent of the ICCAT Recommendation 21-06,
clarified that by providing in paragraph 4 of Recommendation 21-06 that the mutually agreed TAC
allocation shall be adopted through a supplementary Recommendation at the 2022 Annual Meeting, it
intended to avoid the situation such as in case of the allocation key for the Mediterranean swordfish fishery
which is mentioned solely in the minutes of the dedicated Working Group.

The Working Group acknowledged that a supplementary recommendation would need to be adopted by the
Commission at the 2022 ICCAT Annual meeting to formalize any decision on an allocation scheme for the
fishery (as per para 4 of Rec. 21-06), with the understanding that Turkey may reopen the discussion and/or
may lodge a formal objection in accordance with Article VIII of the Convention if a supplementary
recommendation is adopted. All CPCs involved in the fishery, apart from Turkey, advocated not to reopen
the question of allocation at the Annual meeting.
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6. Establishment of mechanisms to manage the TAC

It was agreed that CPCs concerned should submit a quarterly catch report, within 30 days of the end of each
quarter. For CPCs involved in direct fisheries of the stock, reporting should be done on a monthly basis. In
any case, CPCs committed to notify the ICCAT Secretariat when 80% of the TAC is reached.

7. Other matters

There were no comments on this agenda item.

8. Adoption of the report and closure

It was agreed that the report would be adopted by correspondence.

The Chair adjourned the meeting with many thanks to the Secretariat, the interpreters and the Working
Group members for all their hard work.



MED-ALB, ONLINE, FEBRUARY 2022

Appendix 1
Agenda
Opening of the meeting
Nomination of Rapporteur
Adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements
Establishment of a fair and equitable allocation scheme of the TAC of Mediterranean albacore
Determination of the individual CPC quotas for 2022 without prejudice to the scheme in 4
Establishment of mechanisms to manage the TAC
Other matters

Adoption of Report and closure



MED-ALB, ONLINE, FEBRUARY 2022

Appendix 2

List of Participants!

CONTRACTING PARTIES

EGYPT

Abdou Mahmoud Tawfeek Hammam, Doaa

General Manager of Agreements Administration (GAFRD), General Authority for fish Resources Development, 210, area
B - CITY, 5TH DISTRICT ROAD 90, 11311 New Cairo

Tel: +201 117 507 513, Fax: +202 281 17007, E-Mail: gafrd_EG@hotmail.com; doaahammam01@gmail.com

Badr, Abdelrazek Mohamed
Fisheries Specialist, 210, area B - CITY, 5TH DISTRICT ROAD 90, 11311 New Cairo
Tel: +201 228 708 220, Fax: +202 281 117 007, E-Mail: abdelrazek.mohamed004@gmail.com

El-Betar, Tamer Atya
National Institute Oceanography and Fisheries, 21500 Alexandria
Tel: +201 025 03909, E-Mail: tamer4egypt@gmail.com

El-Haweet, Alaa Eldin Ahmed

Professor of Fishery Biology and Management, President Assistant of Arab Academy for Science, Technology & Maritime
Transport., Ex-Dean of College of Fisheries Technology and Aquaculture, 210, area B - CITY, 5TH DISTRICT ROAD 90,
11311 New Cairo

Tel: +201 006 633 546, Fax: +203 563 4115, E-Mail: aelhaweet@gmail.com; el _haweet@yahoo.com;
gafrd.egypt@gmail.com; Information@gafrd.org

EUROPEAN UNION
Jessen, Anders *
Deputy Director, Head of Unit - European Commission, DG Mare B 2, B-1049 Brussels, Belgium

Alaez Pons, Ester

International Relations Officer, European Commission - DG MARE - Unit B2 - RFMOs, Rue Joseph II - 99 03/057, 1049
Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2 296 48 14; +32 470 633 657, E-Mail: ester.alaez-pons@ec.europa.eu

Ansell, Neil
European Fisheries Control Agency, Avenida Garcia Barbén 4, 36201 Vigo, Spain
Tel: +34 986 120 658; +34 698 122 046, E-Mail: neil.ansell@efca.europa.eu

Bajada, Thomas
Permanent Representation of Malta to the European Union, Rue Archimede, 25, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +322 338 2635, E-Mail: thomas.bajada.1@gov.mt

Balzan, Gilbert
Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Government Farm, Ghammieri Marsa, Valletta, Malta
Tel: +356 2292 6888, Fax: +356 2203 1221, E-Mail: gilbert.balzan@gov.mt

Chatziefstathiou, Michael

Ministry of Rural Development and Food, General Directorate for Fisheries - Directorate of Marine Fisheries, 17671
Athenas Kallithea, Greece

Tel: +30 210 928 7152, Fax: +30 210 928 7110, E-Mail: mchatzief@minagric.gr

Consuegra Alcalde, Elena

Policy officer, Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentaciéon y Medio Ambiente - MAGRAMA, Unit of Agreements and RFMOs,
Secretary General for Fisheries, C/ Velazquez, 144, 22 Planta, 28006 Madrid, Spain

Tel: +34 91 347 60 66; +34 686 043 379, Fax: 91 347 60 42, E-Mail: econsuegra@mapa.es

1 Some delegate contact details have not been included following their request for data protection.
*Head delegate.
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Costica, Florina
International Relations Officer, European Commission - DG MARE - B2, Rue Joseph I - 99 03/061, 1049 Brussels,
Belgium

Crespin, Rosalie
Comité National des Péches Maritimes et des Elevages Marins, 134 avenue Malakoff, 75116 Paris, France
Tel: +33 172 711 814, E-Mail: rcrespin@comite-peches.fr

Del Cerro Martin, Gloria
Secretaria General de Pesca, C/ Velazquez, 144 22 Planta, 28006 Madrid, Spain
Tel: +34 91 347 5940, Fax: +34 91 347 6042, E-Mail: gcerro@mapa.es

Gatt, Mark
Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries, Food and Animal Rights Fort San Lucjan, Triq il-Qajjenza, Department of Fisheries
and Aquaculture, Malta Aquaculture Research Centre, Fort San Lucjan, MRS 3303 Marsaxlokk, Malta

Haziza, Juliette

EU-France-European and International Office / Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Directorate, Ministere de la Mer,
1 Place Carpeaux, 92055, France

Tel: +33 140 819 531, E-Mail: juliette.haziza@agriculture.gouv.fr

Howard, Séamus
European Commission, Rue Joseph II 99, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 229 50083; +32 488 258 038, E-Mail: Seamus.HOWARD@ec.europa.eu

Kafouris, Savvas

Fisheries and Marine Research Officer, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research (DFMR); Ministry of Agriculture,
Natural Resources and Environment, 101, Vithleem Street, Strovolos, 1416 Nicosia, Cyprus

Tel: +357 228 07825, Fax: +357 2231 5709, E-Mail: skafouris@dfmr.moa.gov.cy; skafouris80@gmail.com

Khalil, Samira

European Commission, DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Unit B-1 "International Affairs, Law of the Sea and RFOs", ] I
-99 3/74, Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 2298 03 39; +32 229 11111, E-Mail: samira.khalil@ec.europa.eu

Koutsis, Kostas

Ministry of Rural Development and Food, General Directorate of Fisheries, 150, Syggroy Avenue - GR17671 Athens,
17671, Greece

Tel: +302 109 287 117, E-Mail: kkoutsis@minagric.gr

Laliotou, Varvara
MFA, Rue Jacques de Lalaing 19-21, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: +32 470 173 075, E-Mail: V.Laliotou@rp-grece.be

Lanza, Alfredo

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole Alimentari, Forestali e Del Turismo, Direzione Generali della Pesca Maritima e
dell'acquacoltura - PEMAC VI, Via XX Settembre, 20, 00187 Rome, Italy
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Magnolo, Lorenzo Giovanni
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Tel: +32 229 6761; +32 485 853 835, E-Mail: agata.malczewska@ec.europa.eu
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Ministere de I'Agriculture et de I'Alimentation, Direction des Péches Maritimes et de I'Aquaculture, Bureau des Affaires
Européennes et Internationales, Tour Sequoia 1 Place Carpeaux, 92400 La Défense, Cedex, Paris, France
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Allocation Scheme for Mediterranean Albacore 2022

Quota
EU 2169.68
Egypt 177.27
Libya 23
Morocco 10
Syria 1.8
Turkey* 118.25
Total 2500

*Turkey does not agree with this figure and has formally expressed its reservation.
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Appendix 4

Statement by Turkey

With respect to the outcomes of the on-line Meeting of the Albacore Working Group (9-10 February 2022)
Turkey would like to register the following statement:

Turkey has traditionally a high fisheries potential for the Med-ALB as such in other ICCAT species. Despite
this very potential, following principles of a responsible fishery in the region, Turkey has adopted a stronger
conservation approach that resulted in a considerable decrease in albacore catches over a decade, in
contrary to what was observed in other parts of the Mediterranean. In other words, in consideration of
sustainable and responsible fisheries, Turkey has had to lose most of its traditional fishing activity and
potential for this species in the Mediterranean.

From this point of view Turkey came to the WG meeting, which was tasked to develop a fair and equitable
allocation scheme, prepared to work with other parties to find a mutually acceptable allocation
arrangement and maintained this stance towards a consensus decision until the end of the meeting.

Notwithstanding, despite Turkey's efforts to be flexible in finding an approach that would work for
everyone, a number of options considered in the said meeting did not treat Turkey in a fair and equitable
way since these ignored the dependency of Turkish fishers and their families on the Med-ALB fishery, and
all the losses incurred by them over the past decade with a view to contribute to the conservation measures.

As a consequence, Turkey had to express a reservation on the allocation arrangement that did not
appropriately take into account its longstanding involvement in this fishery, registered historical catches,
contributions to the conservation and management measures as well as its needs and interests, and expects
that the issue would be taken up by Panel 2 at the 2022 ICCAT meeting.

The fact that the meeting ended without finding consensus on an allocation scheme has been a
disappointment for Turkey. Nevertheless, Turkey would like to stress its willingness to continue to work
with other CPCs to find a mutually acceptable solution in time for adoption at the 2022 ICCAT annual
meeting in view of paragraph 4 of Rec. 21-06 that calls on the Commission to adopt a "mutually agreed" TAC
allocation at that meeting.

Turkey is fully committed to ICCAT's Convention objective and, specifically, to the rebuilding of
Mediterranean albacore stocks. To this end, Turkey will continue to effectively manage its albacore fishery
in 2022 through already imposed domestic measures, and as a matter of transparency, it will also submit
regular catch reports to ICCAT. On the other hand, considering the outcomes of the Working Group meeting,
Turkey, as a responsible CPC that showed a high conservation approach in the Med-ALB fishery, has been
virtually penalized by underestimation of its efforts, self-sacrifices and fishing potential. We consider that
taking such an approach in allocation discussions would definitely harm the credibility of ICCAT and be a
deterrent for other CPCs willing to take stronger conservation measures on their own initiatives.

In light of the above-mentioned considerations, as also indicated during the meeting, a fair and equitable
amount for Turkey within the TAC 2022 should be 375 tons and Turkey is determined to follow its rights
and interests to the end, with this understanding. Nonetheless, as a responsible CPC, Turkey will continue
to cooperate and strive to fulfil the requirements of the decisions taken by ICCAT towards conservation and
sustainable management of Med-ALB stocks.

11



