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2019 MEETING OF THE ICCAT WORKING GROUP ON  
STOCK ASSESSMENT METHODS (WGSAM) 

 (Madrid, Spain – 8-12 April 2019) 
 

Objectives 
 
In 2017 the SCRS elaborated a work plan for 2018 which included an intersessional meeting to continue its 
work on the LLSIM simulation study on developing best practices for CPUE standardization. The Group will 
also continue to work on how best to bring spatially changing oceanographic, environmental conditions and 
climate change into the assessment process. An ongoing issue for the Working Group has been the 
discussions regarding the Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) Process. The Group aims to continue 
these discussions as well as address Harvest Control Rules, Limit, Threshold and Target Reference points. 
The Group also encourages papers, discussion and debate on how to efficiently characterize uncertainty in 
assessment models and maintaining consistency between assessments, and Data Limited methods in stock 
assessment. 

 
 

Tentative Agenda 
 

 
1. Opening, adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements 
 - Assignment of Rapporteurs 
 
 
2. CPUE standardization/incorporation of oceanographic and environmental changes into the assessment 

process 
 - Recent efforts on using environmental data within the assessment process  
 -  Discussion of any new methods, conclusions or recommendations   
       - Restricted sharing of SWO PSAT tagging data on OwnCloud  
 
 
3. Harvest Control Rules, Limit Reference points and Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) 
 - Report from the NALB Study Group on current status and progress of NALB MSE 
 - Review and decisions on ALB Harvest Control Rule and exceptional circumstances 
 - Update on the NSWO MSE work 
 - Discussion of Report on the Joint tRFMO MSE and Glossary 
  
 
4. Characterizing uncertainty in stock assessment results 
 - Approximations of uncertainty 
 - Consistency in the creation of uncertainty plots 
 
 
5.  Data Limited Methods of stock assessment 
 
 
6.  Review of stock assessment software catalogue 
 
 
7.   Recommendations 
  
 
8. Adoption of the report and closure 
 

  



 

Additional information for participants 
 

1. Date and venue 
 
The meeting will take place from (Monday) 8 April to (Friday) 12 April 2019 (registration starts at                             
09:00 am, 8 April). Meeting hours will be approximately from 09:00 to 18:00.  
 
The meeting will be held at the ICCAT Secretariat: c/Corazón de María 8, Madrid, Spain.  
 
 
2.  Contact information 
 
Chair:  Dr. Michael Schirripa (michael.schirripa@noaa.gov)  

NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science Center 
75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami Florida 33149, United States  
Tel: +1 305 361 4568, Fax: +1 305 361 4562 

 
Secretariat contact: Dr. Ai Kimoto (ai.kimoto@iccat.int) 

International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
c/ Corazón de María 8, 6th floor 
Madrid 28002, Spain 
Tel:  +34 91 416 5600; Fax:  +34 91 415 2612 

 
 
3.  Language 
 
The working language for the meeting will be English, as no simultaneous translation can be provided. 
Scientific documents can be written in English, Spanish or French. 
 
 
4.  Call for scientific papers  
 
Participants are encouraged to submit relevant scientific papers. In order to better organize the meetings, 
in 2014 the SCRS established deadlines for submitting documents, which were revised in 2015. These 
deadlines provide the rapporteurs with valuable information to better fit the meeting timetable as well as 
allow the Secretariat to make the documents available to participants in advance of the meeting. In 2015 
the SCRS “proposed that a new deadline for the submission of SCRS documents should be implemented; 
these documents should be provided in their entirety at least one week before the meeting in which they 
are to be presented to facilitate their review by participating scientists prior to these meetings”. As such the 
full documents for this meeting should be provided to info@iccat.int or miguel.santos@iccat.int by 
1 April 2019. Authors are reminded to closely follow the Guidelines for Authors of Scientific Documents 
for the ICCAT SCRS and Collective Volume Series. Furthermore, the original documents (text, tables and 
figures) should be prepared in WORD or compatible software. 
 
 
5.  Funding  
 
Funding is available to cover travel and subsistence expenses for a scientist from each ICCAT developing 
Contracting Party who can provide information relevant to the meeting objectives, particularly in reference 
to provision of data.  
 
According to the Rules of Procedure for the Administration of the Special Meeting Participation Fund 
adopted at the 2014 Commission meeting, requests should be received 45 days in advance, i.e. 
22 February 2019. Requests for financial assistance cannot be accepted after that date.  
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All the information related with the ICCAT special funds for participation in ICCAT meeting and capacity 
building is available on the ICCAT website. It is highly recommended to visit this web page in advance and 
to strictly follow the protocols. In particular, it is necessary to fully complete the invitation form including 
explanations of the expected contribution to the meeting and how it relates to the meeting objectives. 
 
 
6.  Hotel information 
 
A list of recommended hotels is available on the ICCAT website. 
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