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FOREWORD

The Chairman of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas presents his compliments to
the Contracting Parties of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (signed in Rio de
Janeiro, May 14, 1966), as well as to the Delegates and Advisers that represent said Contracting Parties, and has the
honor to transmit to them the ""Report for the Biennial Period, 1994-95, Part | (1994)", which describes the
activities of the Commission during the first half of said biennial period.

This issue of the Biennial Report contains the reports of the Ninth Special Meeting of the Commission, held in
Madrid, in November/December, 1994, and the reports of all the meetings of the Panels, Standing Committees and
Sub-Committees, as well as some of the Working Groups. It also includes a summary of the activities of the
Secretariat and a series of National Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission, relative to their activities
in tuna and tuna-like fisheries in the Convention Area.

Given that the combined length of these reports is too great for them to be included in one volume, the Report for
1994 has been published in two volumes. Volume 1 includes the Proceedings of the Commission Meetings and the
reports of all the associated meetings, with the exception of the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and
Statistics (SCRS). It also includes the National Reports mentioned above. Volume 2 includes the SCRS Report and
its appendices.

This Report has been prepared, approved and distributed in accordance with Article 111, paragraph 9, and Article 1V,
paragraph 2-d, of the Convention, and Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. Due to a delay in the
Commission’s adoption of a part of the Proceedings of the Commission Meeting, Volume 2 was issued before
Volume 1. The Report is available in the three official languages of the Commission: English, French and Spanish.

Dr. A. Ribeiro Lima
Commission Chairman
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

SECRETARIAT REPORTS

" 1994 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT
(COM/94/9) *

1. Contracting Parties of the Commission

The Commission is cusrently comprised of 22 Contracting Parties: Angola, Benin, Brazil, Cape Verde, Canada, Céte
d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guiea, France, Gabon, Ghana, Republic of Guinea, Japan, Republic of Korea, Moroccn, Portugal,
Russia, Sao Tomé & Principe, Spain, South Africa, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The Legal Dopartment of FAO informed the Secretariat that on December 20, 1993, it had received s notification
of 'with'di-awal_from [CCAT from the"Covemnment of Benin, which would be effective on December 31, 1994, in
accordance with Article XTI, paragraph 2, of the Convention.

The FAO Legal Department also informed the Secretariat that on February 9, 1994, the Government of Italy had
signed the ICCAT Convention, pending ratification in the near futnre. '

2. Buodies of the Commission

Since November 12, 1993, the nfficers of the Commission are as follows:

Chairman: * Dr. A. Ribeirc Lima (Portugal)
First Vieg-Chairman: Mr. K. Shimsa (Japan)}
Second Vice-Chairman. Mr. L. G. Pambo (Gabon)

The current Panel membership is as follows:

" Panél ' Contracting Parties ' ' Chairman

1 Angole, Brazil, Canada, Cape Verde, - Céte d'Ivoire
Frunce, Gabon, Ghana, Céte d'Ivoire, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Morocco, Partugal, S '
Russia, Sao Tomé & Principe, Spain, United
States, Venezuela

© 2 Cannda, France, Japan, Republic of Korea, ' E Morocce S
Morocco, Portugat; Spain, United States ; : S

3 Brazil, Japan, South Africa, Spain, - c- ¥ United States
United States- : ' .

4 -~ Angols, Canada, France, Japan, Republic of . Japan
: Korea, Portugul, Spain, United States, : .
Veanemeln

* The Administrative R;:pnrt §rc5chicd at the 1994 Commission Meeting was opdated Lo Decembar 37, 1994,
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"' Other bodids of the Commission are as follows:

4} Standinp Committee oo Finaznce and Administrstion (STACFAD)
Chairman: Mr D. Silvestre (Francs)

b1 Standing Commitiee on Research and Statistics {SCRE)
Chairman: Dr. Z. Suzuki (Japan)

b.1 Sub-Committee on Statistics - Convener: Dr. 5. Turner {United Statas)
b,2 Sub-Committee on Environment - Conveser: Mr. 1. Persira {Portugal)

e} Infractions Committee - Chm'rm&;n.; Mr. A. I Pelnzh_:ey (South Africz;)

d} Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservetion Measures -
Chairman: Mr. B. 8. Hallman (United States)

3. Ratification or acceptance of the Paris Protocol to the ICCAT Convention

In accordance with its Article I1I, the Protocol signed in Paris in July, 1984, shall enter into foree upon
deposit with the Director-General of FAQ instruments of approval, ratification or acceptance of all the Contracting
Parties to the Convention. The date of entry into farce will be thirtieth day following the depasit of the last
instrument. ol

Of the 22 countries that are currently Contracting Parties to ICCAT, 19 couatries have ratified or acceptad
the aforementioned Protocol. Ciiba-and Senegal, which are no longer Contracting Parties, had slso accepted the
Pratocol earlier. Consequently, for the Paris Protijeol to-enter into effect, the ratification or acceptance by the
governments of three Contracting Parties is still perding (Benin, Gabon and Morocco). As indicated errlier in this
Repart, the withdrawal of the Government of Benin will become effective on December 31, 1984.

4. Raliification or acceptance of the Madrid Protocol o the ICCAT Convention

The Chairman of ICCAT wrote to the Heads of Delegations of the Contracting Parties on June 3, 1993, upon
campletion af one year since the adoption of the Protocol to amend Article X, paragraph 2, of the Conventian,
and pointed out his concern that up to that date, none of the Contracting Parties classified as developed countries
with a market economy {i.e., Group A: Capada, France, Japan, Portugal, Seuth Africa, Spain, and the Unitad
States of Americn) had deposited with the Director General of FAO an instrument of ratification, appraval, or
acceptance. On the other hand, and on a positive note, the Commission Chairman informed that none of the
remaining Coniracting Parties had requested, during the six-month pericd established, {(which ended on January
8, 1993) the suspension of the entry into force af said Protocol,

In November, 1993, the Commission adopted a Resolution recommending that the Contrscting Parties which
hive not accepted or ratified the Madrid Protocol do so as soon s possible so that the Pratgcol may enter into
force in the near future. T

On February 28, 1954, the Legsl Department of FAO notified ICCAT that it had received, on February 14,
1994, an instrument of ratification of the Madrid Protecol fram Spain.

On August 31, 1994, the Legal Department of FAQ notified ICCAT that it had received, on August 30, 1994,
an instrument of ratification of the Madrid Protocel from the United States.

The Legul Dupartment of FAQ notified the Secretariat on October §, 1994, that it had received on Sepiember
14, 1994, an instrument of acceptance of the Madrid Protecol from the Rugsian Federation.

Up to now, the following countries have ratified or accepted the Protocol:

Republic of Karea _ . Acceptance on June 11, 19893
Canada Ratification on September 22, 1993
Republic of South Africa Acceptance on Dotober 4, 1993
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Spain : Ratification on February 14, 1994
United States : Retification on August 30, 19504
Russian Federalion Acceptance on September 14, 1994

In order to apply the new contribution scheme established in the Protocol far 1995, the Protocel should have
entered into force prior to September 30, 1994, which would have required the deposit. of instruments of
ratificatian, approval or acceptance by thres-quarters of the Contracting Perties {currently 17 countr:eq), ineluding
all those countries classified as developed countries with a market ecenamy.

- The Commission, at its first meeting after the entry into force of the Protocol, should introduce the pertinent
modifications to the texts of the Financial Repulations and Rules of Procedurs (see Document COM/93/28),

S ICCAT Regulahons!Port Inspectmn

On November 30, 1993, the Secretariat transmitted, to the Cnnlractmg Parties, the texts of the follnwmg
Recommendations that were adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Commission:

-- Recommendation by [CCAT an Supplemental Regulatory Measuzes for the Managefnent of Atlantic
Yeliowfin Tuna

-- Recommendations by ICCAT on the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the _West_ém Atlantic

-- Recommendation by ICCAT on Supplemental Regulatory Measures for the Management of Eustern Atlantic
Bluefin Tuna

-- Recommendation by TCCAT Concemning the Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin tuna Statistical

Dacument Program on Fresh Products e

Since no objections were received, these Recommendations entered into force on May 31, 1994, which were
transmiited to the Contracting Parties and to non-Contracting Parties involved in this these fisheries: -

On March 2, 1994, the Secretariat trensmifted to the Contracting Parties fhe dafinitive.text of the
Recommendation by ICCAT on the Management of Bluefin Tuna in the Central North Atlantic Ocesn, whick was
also adepted at the Thirteenth ‘Regular Meeting of the Commission. Since no objections. were. received, this
Recomraendation ertered into force on September 2, 1994, and the Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties
involved in this fishery were so notified. :

In Documsnt COM/94/26, the Secretariat presented wpdated information, in accordapce with the official
notifications received, on the regulation schemes in effect on the four species regulated by ICCAT (bluefin,
yellowfin, bigeye and swordfish), including information on the historical.development of their application by the
Contracting Parties.

At the initiative of Cenada, on Januvary 10 and April 8, 1994, the Secretariat requested, from the members
of Panel 4 (Other species), information on the measures adopted by those countries to implement the
Recommendations . adopted by the Commission for the management of the swordfish fisheries. Corresponding
information was received from Canada, the United States, Spain and Japan, which is contained in Documeant
COM:’94!33 v

Duuumant COM!QNZ? pronded updated information on the [CCAT Part Inspectmn Scheme., mcludmg the

hst ot authorized Inspectors and Correspondents, C

6. National Reporis of the Contracting Parties

In accordance with Article IX of the Canvention and bearing in mind the proposals made by the [nfractions
Committee, the Secrstariat requested from the Contracting Parties on April 11, 1894, the submission of Mational
Reports containing all the information requirad by the SCRS, the Infractions Committee aad the Commissiog.
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The content of these National Reports was considered by the Commission and its other auxiliary bodies in light
of the Draft Guidelines that pre contained in Document COM/93/34, and which wera reviewed in November, 1993,
7. Meetings organized by TCCAT

In mccordance with Commission decisions, the Secretariat organized the following meetings of a scieuﬁfic.—
technical nature in 1994; detzils oo these meetings are provided in the Report on Statistics and Coordination of

Research (COM-SCRS/94/12):

-- Second Meeting of the Permasent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistivs and
Conservation Meansures {Tokyo, Japan - April I2 to 21, 1994)

- Final Meeting of the ICCAT Albacore Research Program (Sukarriera, Vizeaya, Spain - June I 1o 8, 1994)

-- Second Meeting of the Comsultation on the Technical Aspects of Methodologies which Aceount for
Individua! Growth Variability by Age (Brest, Fronce - June 27 1o 28, 1994}

-- Deta Preparatory Meeling for the South Atlantic Abundance Indices (Tamandare, Brazil - August 3 to 2,
1994) : .

-- First Meeting of the Ad Hee GFCM/ICCAT Joiant Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelagie Fishes in
the MediterTanean Sea (Fuengirola, Malaga, Spain - September 19 to 24, 1994)
Meetings of the ICCAT Species Growps & SCRS Plenary Sessions

The Species Groups met at the places and dates that are indicated below, and presented the carresponding
reports to the SCRS:

East Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Stock Assessment Session (Fuengirola, Malaga, Spain - September 21 1o 27,
1994] .

- Swordfish Stock Assessmeunt Session {Madrid, Spain - October 19 io 26, 1994)
-;- .‘:&lbacére Stock Assessment Session (Madrid, Spain - November 14 te 18, 1994)
-- Speciel We;t Atlantic Bluefin Tune Stock Assessment Session (Madrid, Spain - November 14 ta I8, 1994)
- Stock Asssssments of other species (Madrid, Spain - November 16 to 18, 15994)

-~ Plenary Sessious of the SCRS (Madrid, Spain - November 21 through 25, 1954)

8. Meetings at which ICCAT was represented
- United Nations Conference on Straddiing Fish Stecks and Highly Migrarory Fish Stocks

In accordance with a decision adopted by the Commission in November, 1993, the Executive Szcretary
participated, as an observer, in the Third and Fourth Sessions of the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, which were held in New York from March 14 to 31 and from August
15 to 26, 1994, respectively. Document COM-SCRS/94/18 presented information on these sessions of the
Conference.

-~ Imter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC}

Since it was impossible for ICCAT to participate as an observer at the 53rd Meeling of the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission ({ATTC), held in Puerto La Cruz, Venezuels, from Fune 7 to 9, 1994, the Exacutive
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Secrstary asked Mr. D. Gaertner (ORTSOM, France) to represent ICCAT at thlS meeting and ta report to the
Comrmssmn (se.s Dncu:nant SCRS/94/10).

- Coordinating Working Grodp on Atlantic Fishery Statistics (CWP)

Al its E:ghth Special Meeting (Madrid, 1992}, the Commission approved that the Secretartat host the 16th
Session of CWP in Madrid, in July, 1994, Later contacts with the CWP Secratary (FAQ) advised postponing this
session untii March, 1995, and to hold beforehand, at the ICCAT Headquerters, an Ad Hoc Inter-agency
Consultatién on ‘Atlantie’ Fishery Statistics. This meeting, which was held in Madrid from Fuly 11 to 15, 1994 (ses
Document COM/94/36- StRS!QME?}. was presided by Dr. P.'M. Miyake, the ICCAT Assistant Executive
Secrctary, and was dedicated mainly to developing the new Statutes and Rules of Prosedure of the CWP, 'with' a
view towards their eventual adaption at the 16th Session of the CWP, scheduled to be hald from March 20 through
25, 1995, in Madrid. ' s

"This change in dates will not represent any additional cost in the ICCAT Budget, smca funds whlch had be.uu
foreseen for this meeting in 1994 are available and will be applied in 1995. '

- Nmrh Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Internazional Trade in Endangered Sper:res oj erd
Faunae and Flora (CITES)

Corresponding to the invitation issued by the Secretary General of CITES to ICCAT to attend i an observer
cupucity at the Ninth Conference of the Parties to CITES, was held in Fort Lauderdale, Florids, U. 8, A., from
November 7 6 {8, 1994, 'the' Commission Chairman issved instructions to Mr. I. 8. Beckett (Canada) to represent
[CCAT at this Conference, and inform the Commission on matters discussed that are relalive to TCCAT s wark.
Mr. Beckett's report is attached as Annex 23 io the Proceedings of the Ninth Special Meeting of the Cammission.

v _

9. Coordination of research and statistics

The Secretariat’s report {Document COM-SCRS/94/12) summarizes the activities durmg 1594 concerning the
coordination of reszarch snd Fiostatistical activities, relativa to tunag and tuns-like spacies in the Convention Area,

It should be pointed ouf that in April 25, 1994, the ICCAT Secrstariat and the Department of Mathematics
af the Autonomeous University of Madrid sipned a "Technical Assistance Contract”, for the purpose of nbtammg
statistical advice on the review of the sampling scheme of the surface fisheries of the eaitern tropical Atlantic. The
amount budgeted for this Contract was 1 million pesctas in 1994. The report resulting frnm t}:us Contract 18
contained in Document SCRSK94.‘9

10. ICCAT rewards for tag recoveries

The annual TCCAT lottery to award prizes to participants in the ICCAT International Cooperative Tagging
Program of Tunas and Tuna-like Species was held at the Commission Headquarters en October 14, 1994, A total
of three US$ 500 prizes were awarded for ths_:_drawmg, corresponding to the following three groups:

-- Tropical tunas {17 tags entered in the drawing)
-- Temperate tunas (113 tags were entersd)
~ Billfishes (75 tags; were entered)

Two prizes were won by U.S. fishermen and one prize was won by a Spanish fishermar.

11. Ceoperation with other coumtries and organizations

MEAsuTes aﬁopted by ICCAT the Secretarist has maintained frequent contacts, mamly through coriegpondence,
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with non-member countries involved in fishing for tunas gnd tuna-like species, requesting the submission of
information and statistical data on the catches and fishing effort, and transmitting to them the Recommendations
adopted by ICCAT and issning invitations to participate in meetings organized by ICCAT, as well as diverse
information on the Commission’s activities and operation. Amonpg the countries that kave been collaberating, at
least partially, in the objectives of ICCAT are the following: Algerig, Argentina, Barbados, Bermuda, Croatia,
Cuba, Cyprus, Dominican Republic, Greece, Italy, Multa, Mexico, Santa Helena, Sante Tucia, Senegal, Taiwan,
Tunisia, Turkey, and the United Kingdom.

In 1994, there was continuing interest from some non-member countries, such as Bahamas, Bermuda, Peuple §
Republic of China, Ttaly, Libya, Namibia and Panama, for detailed information an ICCAT’s activities, th.h 8 view
to possible future membership as Contracting Purties of the Commission. .

The exchange of information and the cooperation with the fishing aothoerilies of Taiwan continues to be very
positive. Responding te a generous invitation from the Council of Agriculture of Taiwan, and after consultation
with the Chairman of the Commission, the Executive Secretary vigited Taiwan from Tune 14 ta 20, 1994, During
‘this trip, he was amply informed on the proceduses in effect to follow, regulate and monitor the fishing activities
of Taiwanese tuna fishing vessels in the Ailanltic Ocean, as well as information on research programs and the
collection of the carresponding statistical data. The Taiwanese suthorities reiterated their intention to participate
at the highest possible level in the ICCAT activities and their willingness to caoperate, including in their national
législation the provisions on the conservation and management contained in the ICCAT Recommendations, once
the information on their content and their entry into force is duly transmitted to Taiwan by the Secretariat.

Working relations were also reinforced with diverse intergovernmentsl organizations (FAO, Unitad Nations,
CITES, Buropean Community; GFCM, IATTC, CARICOM, cte.), as were contacts and information with other
non- govemmenta! crganizations and uutlhes

The Covernment of Australia transmitted to the Secreturial a certified copy -of the Canvention for the
Conservation of Spulhern Bluefin Tuna, which entered irto force on May 20, 1854,

Throughout the year, information relative to the following subjects was sent to the Governments of non-
Contracting Parties and intergovernmental organizations: :

-- Recommendetions by ICCAT on fisheries manapement, adopted in November, 1993.
-- Reso]ution. by ICCAT on Large-Scale Pelagic Driftnet Fishing
-- Resolution by ICCAT in support of the Elaboration of a Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing
“-- Resolution by ICCAT Concemning Validation by n Government Office of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document end Addendum concerning the Criteria for ICCAT Acceptance of Logbooks and Information
Retrieval Systems
-- The need to provide statistics on tuna catches and effort (Task I and Task I}
- Imvitations to participate, as ohservers, in the different scientific meetings organized by ICCAT in 1994
-- Participation in the ICCAT International Cooperative Tagging Program of Tunas and Tuna-like Species
— Information en by-catches of the tuna fisheries

-- lnvitation to participate, as observers, in the annual meetings of ICCAT end its auxiliary bodies

Doecument COM/94/28 provided more datsils on the activities described above.
12. Publications

In accordance with that agreed npon by the Commission, the results of the Second ICCAT Billfish Workshop
{Miami, July, 1992) were printed in eahanced form, since this velume is dedicated to the previous Executive

10
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Secretary, Dr. Olegario Rodrignez Martin, In June, 1994, 500 copies of this book were published for the ICCAT
Enhanced Research Program for Bilifish, which coniributed USS 8,000 towards its publication.

In the Japnuary-December, 1994 period, the following publications were distributed by the Secretariat:

Publication ' S Na. of Papes Na. aof copies
~  Statistical Bulletin, Vol, 23 199 500
-~ Data Reeord, Vol. 33 434 350
-- Repert for Biennial Pericd, 1992-93, Part I - English 325 275
-~ Report for Biennial Peried, 1952-83, Part II - French 435 275
-- Report for Biennial Period, 1992-93, Purt II - Spanish 425 o 275
- Collactwc Volume of Scientific Papers, Vol. XLI - Report
' of 1he Second Billfish Workshop (Special issue) 5499 500
— ‘Collschive Volume of Seientific Papers, Val. XLIT (1) ‘ 420 350
" - Collgetive Yolume of Scientific Papers, Vol. XLII (2) © 435 ' 350

In ordér to reduce costs, all the abave publications were prepared edited, and re.pmduced at the Sscretanat
sxcept for the covers and the binding.

. For reasons of economy, the dl':trlhutlon of publications is usnally done by surface mail at reduced rules. It
is calculated that if dlqtnbuhnn were by zurmml the average cost would be abcut ten times lugher -

13. Change in the Commission Headquarters

At his closing remarks to the Thirteenth Regular Meeting of the Commission (Madrid, November 1993}, the
Char.rman expressed the wish that the offices of the TCCAT Headquarters could be at the height of the noble and
1mp0rtaut Ob_]ﬁ‘-ctl\’ﬁﬁ established in the ICCAT Convention, especially as the Cumm:ssmn cele.brates ity 'J'Sth
anniversary by December, 1994-1995.

The Secretary General of Maritime Fisheries of Spain took note of this wish and after numerous consultations
of an administrative and financial nature, communicated to the Secretariat, on Octoher 18, 1994, that the Spanish
anthorities were offering new ‘offices for the [CCAT Headquarters, located at No. 3 & 5 Estebanez Calderon Street
{Bth' ﬂour} 'He' mdlcated that these new of-fices hzd modem, fu.nchnnal 1nstallat10nb and cin be easﬂ}r reached hy
public transpbitation. -

The Executive Secratary, after consulting with the Commission Chairman, gratefully accepted, in his behalf,
the new ICCAT Headquarters offices. The move to the new offices took take place at the end of 1994 whlch had
g cerlain effect on the normal rhythmi of the Sécretariat’s activities for a certain period. - 7

N

14. _S_q:i_ir_r%tfﬁrial stalf

In accordance with the Commission's decisions as regards budgetary matters, in 1894 the two positions in the
General Servu:es (vacate.d m 1991 and 1992} were tamporanly not filled,

In 'tl:ue'. firal half of 1994, twa staff me’r’nbers in'the General Services category (Mrs. Susan Martin, Statistical
Secretary classified at GS-4) and Ms. Gioette Turpeau {Multilingual Secretary classified at G8:5), resignéd
volyntarily, which was accepted. The two posts were announced and numerous resumes were prese.nted The
faflowing personnel have been confracted locally for & one-year probationary period:

Ms. Jenny Cheatle, Statlstmal Seeretary {from July 4, 1994)
. Ms J'uhetie Cayol R_lChE:Z, Multllmgunl Secretary (frum Septembar L, 1994}

" Therefore, as of December 31, 1994, the Secretariat staff is comprised as follows: Executive Sectetary (D-1),
Assistant Executive Secretary {P-5); Systems Analyst (P-2), five multi-lingual secretaries (tbree G5-6, one GS8-3
and cne GS8-4), a stutistical secraiary (GS 4}, four clerical staff (one GS-2 and three GS8-1), and a lacal!y-

contracted data entry clerk.

11



1CCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (1

1994 FINANCIAL REPORT
COM/94/10 (Revised)

1. Auditor’s Report - for Fiscal Year 1993

The Auditor examined the books and accounts of the Commission to the end of Fiscal Year 1993, In ac-
cordance with Regulations 3-3 and 12-7 of the Financial Regulations, and following a recommendation of the
Council at its Second Regular Meeting, the Executive Secretury transmitted a capy of the Auditor's Report to the
governments of all the Contracting Parties in April, 1994, The General Balance at the closz of Fiscal Year 1993
{sze attached Statement 1), showed a balance in Cash and Bank of 30,728,506 pesatas, corresponding to the
available in the Warking Capital Fund (25,972,093 pesetas), available in the Albacore Research Program Funds
{1,482,518 pesetas), and the advancas on future contribuitions, at the close of Fiseal Year 1993, (3,273,985 pese-
tas).

"' At the clase of Fiscal Year 1993 there were nccumulated pending contributiops (corresponding to 1993 and
previous years) that amounted to 113,535,253 pesetas, equivalent to 85,3% of the 1993 total budget {133,172,000
pusetas).

Sinve the Commission changed the base currency of the budget in 1992 from United' States dollars to
canvertible pesetas, to avoid the affect of the fluctuations in the curremcy exchange rates, which were
uncontrollable and difficult to foresee, the accounting records for Fiscal Year 1993 were maintained in pesetas.
The differences in exchange rates resulting from those accounts which criginated in U.S. dollars were adjusted
at the close of the Fisca] Year based on the official U.N. exchange rate of 138 pesetas/1 US#, as of December,
1993. '

In accordance with the recommendation made by the Working Group on Financial and Administration at its
meeting held in Madrid on November 29-30 and December 1, 1971: “Ir was considered that the Working Capital
Fund ... should be maintained at a level of approximately 15% of the total annual budger". This recommendation
was adopted by the Commission. At the close of Fiscal Year 1993, the balance was 25,572,093 pesetas, or 18,5 %
of the annuoal budpet.

2. Financial Status of the First Half of the Biennial Budget - Fiscal Year 1994

Continuinyg with the accounting practices established since 1992, the financial operations of the Commission
correspending to Fiscal Year 1994 were maintained in pesetss. The accovnting eniries which originate in U.8.
dollars are also registered in pesetas, applying the official monthly exchange rates facilitated by the United Nations.

The total reguiar Budget for 1994 (140,268,000 pesetas) was approved by the Commission at its Thirteenth
Repular Meeting (Madrid, November 1993). (See Aonex 20 to the Report for Biennial Report, 199293, Part II,
1993.) The General Balance Sheet {attached as Statement 2) reflacts the assets and liabilities at the close of Fiscal
Year 1994, which are shown in detail in ‘Tables 1 to 7. '

Table 1 shows the statns of the cantributions of each of the Contracting Parties st the close of Fiscal Year
1994,

Of the total budget approved for 1994, income received fram contributions amounted to 112,853,730 pesatas.
Only 10 of the 22 Contracting Parties have paid their total contributions corresponding to 1994 {(Canade, France,
Japan, Republic of Kores, Morocco, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, Russia and the United States). Partial payments

¥ The Finoncin! Report presented at the 1994 Commizsion Mucling was wpdaled to the close of Fiscal Year 1994,
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“were received or were applied to 1994 contributions from that country’s positive balunm, fmm Angola (5.4%),
" Brazil {82. 6%], Cnte d'Tvoire {59.7%), San Tame & Principa {99.7 %).

Consequently, at the close of Fiscal Year 1984, 8 Contracting Parties (Benin, Cape Varde, Equstorial
Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Republic of Guinea, Uruguay and Venezueln) have not paid any amourt towards their 1994
_cuntnbutlons, 9 countries have balances pending payment from 1997 or before (Benin, Cape Verde, Equatorial
"‘Gumea Gabon, '‘Ghana, Republic of Guinea, ‘Morocce, Uruguay and Veneruela).

The contributions to the 1994 regular budpet that were pending payment by the Contracting Parties it the
close of the Fiscal Year amounted to 27,414,270 pesetas, which represents 19.5% of the total budpet. This figure
is indicative of the difficulties of the Contracting Parties to honor their finantial commitments to the Commission.
‘What is even more indicative is the accumulated debt owed to the Commission, which amounted to 128,803,065
pesetas at the close of Fiscal Year 1994, including debts owed from Cuba and Senegal, which are no lonper
Caontracting Parties to TCCAT.

Table 2 shows the budgetary and extra-budgetary expenditures (to the close of the Fiscal Year), broken
down by budget chapters. For all chapters, the total sxpsoses have beén less than the amoint budgeted, Table 2
also shows an extra-budgetary éxpense of 1,223,881 pesetas, due to the difference in peseta/US § currency
exchanpe rate throughout the year, which in Fiscal Year 1994 was negative, coatrary to the last two previous fiscal
YEArs.

Following herewith are some general comments by budget chapter:

Chapter'1 - Salaries: "The salaries and remuneration for 11 members of the ICCAT Secretariat staff were
charged to this chapter, Faced with the voluntary resignation of one General Services staff member in late 1992,
and hoping that the financial sitwation of the Commission improves over the short-term (through the receipt of
member country contributions or with the entry into force of the Madrid Protocol), it was decided to impose a
tcmporary freeze on filling this position, as also was the case for a position in the Statistics Department Lha.t was
vacated in Aupust, 1991, .

Since Jarmary, 1594, three staff members pruvmus]y classified as locally coatracted staff, have been mcludcd
in the U.N. General Services category at G-1, Step 1, in accordance with that authorized by the Commission at
its 1993 Commission Meeting.

The totzl amount budgeted for Chapter 1 amounted to 77,216,000 pesetas, wheraas expenses to the close
of Fiscal Year 1994 amounted to 73,451,558 pesetas. The Jatter amount includes the updating of the remuneration
schemes to those currently in effect for staff classified in the United Nations categories, the monthly aldj Ustrients
for the successive variations in the US§/peseta exchange rate in 1994, (the averape of which was less than 138
Pts/$ that was applied to estimates made in December, 1993), and the updating (retroactive to November 1, 1993)
of the pensionable remuneration base for staff in the Professional and Higher U.N. catepories.

In JTuge, 1984, a multi-lingual secretary, classified at G-5, Step 12, vo]untari'_ly resigned. This position wos
filled in September, 1994, by a new international civi! servant, classified at G-4, Step 1. Consequently, there was
an estimated budgetary savings of 1,564,000 pesetas.

Chapter 2 - Travel: Expensss charged to this chapter included travel and per diem expenses pertaining
to the Executive Secretary’s participation in the two sessions of the United Nations Conference on Stradd]mg Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (New York, March and August, 1994), as well as travel and’ Ptzr diem
for the participafion of two Secretariat staff members and partlal per diem for one staff member at” thé
GECM/ICCAT Working Group on Stocks of Large Peiaglc Fishes in the Mediterranesn Sea and the ICCAT East
Atlantic Bluefin Stock Assessment Session, both heid in Fuenglrola, Malaga, in September, 1994) I' he European
Union (EU) financed 41 % of the per diem for one member of the Secretarmt staff.

Chapter 3 - Commission Meeting: Expenditures remained within the amount hudgeted.
Chapter 4 - Publications: The costs for the Commissicn publications listed in the Administrative Report

{COM/94/9) were charged to this hudget chapter. All the work on these publications, except for the cavers and
binding, was done by the Secretaniat staff.
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Extra-budgetary funds received in Fiscal Year 1983 amounting to USS 8,000 (i.e., 1,064,000 pssetas) (See
1893 Financial Report in "Repart for Biennial Period, 1992-93, Part 11"} from Billfish Program funds were applied
to partizlly cover the costs of publication of the Report of the Second Rillfish Workshop (Miami, Tuly, 1992}, in
an enhanced form.

Chapter 5§ . Office Equipment: Expenses eharged up to the close of Fiscal Year 1994, to this chapter
included the acquisitian (annual rental with option to buy) in 1994 a new MITA photocopier to replace an ohsolete
one, as well as the annual leasing cost of a XEROX photocopier (this is the second of a four-year rental confract,
with option to buy).

Chapter 6 - Operating Expenses: This chapter shows the expenses incurred to the ¢lose of the Fiseal Year
in the apecation of the Secretariat, including some expenses related to the re-location ta the new Secretariat offices.
Expenses remainad within the amount budgeted.

Chapter 7 - Miscellaneous; This chapter includes various expenses of & minor nature.

It should be pointed out that the amount owed to the company that handled the moving to the new Secretariat
offices was assumed by the Government of Spain, which resulted in a substantial savings for the Commission.,

Chapter 8 - Coordination of Statistics and Research

a) Salaries: Salaries and remuneration for three Secreturiat staff members are charged to this sub-chapter.

Whereas the amount budgeted to Chapter 8.a amounted to 18,766,000 pesetas, the expenses for 1994 (two
tha close of the Fiscal Year) amounted to 17,620,469 pesetey, The observations made under Chapter i as regards
the salury revision corresponding to 1994 for U.N. classified staff also apply to this sub-chapter.

Io May, 1994, the Statistical Secretary voluntarily resigned her position (G-4, Step 9). This position was
filled in July, 1994, by a new international civil servant, initially classified at G-4, Step 1. Consequently, there
has been a budgetary savings estimated at 1,409,000 pesetas.

: It should be noted that thiy cub-chepter also includes the salary and Spanish Social Security expenses and
income taxes of one staff member who, although authorized by the Commission for classification in the U.N.
salar.y scheme as GS8-2, opted to remain as locally-contracted staff in order o copfinue under the Spanish Social
Security regime.

b} Travel to improve statistics and research: Trip expenses and per diem for the Secretariat's participation
in the following meetings were charged to this sub-chapter;

-- Final Meeting of the ICCAT Albacore Research Program (Sukarrieta, Vizeaya, Spain - June 1 to B,
1994)

--  Second Meeting of the Comnsultation on the Technical Aspects of Methodologies which Account for
Individual Growth Variability b}' Ape (Brest, France - June 27 ta 29, 1954)

—  Data Preparatory Meeting for the South Atlantic Abundance Indices (Tamandare, Brazil - August 3 to
9, 1994)

_ The total trip expenses and per diem of two members of the Secretariat staff who participated in the “Second
Meeting of the Permasent Working for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures” (Tokyo,
_April, 1994) were assumed by the Government of Japan, by means of an extra-budgetary contribution.

It should ke pointed out that the trip expenses of one of the two members of the Secretariat who participated
in the Final Meeting of the Albacare Research Program were covered by the "Instituto de Investigacidn y
Technologia para lz Oceanagraffa, Pesca y Alimentscidn” (AZTI-SIO), of Vizcays, Spain.

: c) Port S8ampling: Wo expenses were charged to this sub-chapter, due to the cessation of the port sumpling
contract in the Canary Islands. ' :

d} Biostatistical Work: Expenses corresponding to the contract formulated with the "Universidad Autdnomsa
de Madrid” in April, 1994, (1,000,000 pesetas), for statistical advice on the sampling strategy of tropical tunas,
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the purchase of 10,000 tags for sampling, and two prizes for the 1994 ICCAT tuna tagging lotiery were charged
to this sub-chapter.

¢) Computer Equipmeni: Following the recommendations made hy the Sub-Committee oo Statistics, the
Secretarint purchased the following computer equipment in Fiscal Year 1994: two Notebook computers (a 436 DX
50 8 MB RAM & 200 MB hard -disk and a 486 DX 20 MB & 200 MB hard disk), two edditional SVGA calor
monifors and two expsnded keyhoards, a battery charger and carrying case for the Notebouk 4 virus detectar
program (Artemis Professional, ver. 3.1), and a program (o transfer files between computers (Laplick, ver. 4.0).

f) Data Processing: The major part of the expenditures charged to this sub-chapter corresponded to the
camputer maintenance contracts, including expenses for the electronic mail system used for some correspondence
of a scientific and statisiical nature.

g) Scientific Meerings ar the Headquarters: Bxpenses charged to thix sub-chapter included the cost of the
Plenary Sessions of the SCRS as well as tha Meetings af the Speues Groups. Expendifures remained within the
amount budgeted for this purpose. - Sty

k) Miscellaneous: There were no expenses charged to this sub-chaptar during Fiscal Year 1994.

Table 3 shows the budgetary and extra-budgetary income received by the Commissicon to the close of Fiscal
Year 1994), which amounted to 130,175,408 pesetas, from member country contributions paid in 1994 towards
the 1994 ‘budget, from contributions paid''in 1994 -towards previous budgets, other income (extra-budgetary)
receivedin 1994, and from advances an future ‘contributions received. The extra-budgstary income received in
1994 included; {a) from observers at the 1993 meeting {paid in 1594) and observers at the 1994 meeting: -(b) from
the Billfish Research Program Budpet emd applicable to the Secretariat’s operating expenses coneerning this
Program; (c) a voluntary contribution from the Taiwan Deep Sza Tuna Boatawners & Exporters Assoc:atmn, and
{d) bank interest, the refund of Value Added Tax, reimbursement far publications. : -

An extra-budgetary coniribution was received from the Government of Japan which amounted to 7,227,846
pesetas, to cover all the expenses for the organization of the Second Mesting of the Permanent Working Group
for the Tmprovement of ICCAT Statisties and Conservation Measures (Tokyo, April 1994). The expenses of this
meeling amounted to 7,196,222 pesetas, and therefore there was 4 balance of 31,624 pesetas, which was deposited
to the Working Capital Fund, according io the instructions of the Delsgate of Japan on May 13, 1994..

Tahle 4 presents the composition and balance of the Working Capital Fund (to the close of. Fiscal Year
1994). The Furd showed a positive accounting balence of 29,791,056 pesetas (see Table 2). Cunasquently, .the
available in the Fund currespunded to a level of 21.2% of the totul 1994 budget.

Table & shows a summary aof pending cnmrlbutmns (128 803,065 pesetas) as well as their origin, by year,
at the close of Fiscal Year 1594,

Tabl_e 6 shows cash flow during Fiscal Year 1994, as regards generated income and expenses,

Table 7 presents the status of Cash and Bank (at the close of Fiscal Year 1994), which showed a balance
of 33,775,099 pesetas, and cnrrespanded to the avallable in the tota} cash in cash and bank as well as to the total
available and advances. :

3. Albacore Research Program

At the 1990 Commission meeting, it was decided that the balance in sub-chapter 3-i (Albacore Ressarch
Program), which amounted to US$ 15,052.51, would be applied exclusively to this Program. There was mo
variation during 1994 in the amount available for this Program. It is expected that the amount of 1,482,518 pesetas
will be applied towards the 'pllbhcatmn, in enhanced fnrm, of the Final Report Df this Prugram :

4, Program for Enhanced Research for Billfish

In 1987, a special fund (in U.S. dollars) was established to administer the Program for Enbanced Research
for Billfish. For accounting purposes, the Program funds are shown in pesetas within the General Balance of the
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Commission, although the deposits and expenditures are made in U.S. dollars. The status of thess funds, in U.S.
dollars during Fiscal Year 1994, was as follows:

Balance at tﬁe_start of Fiscal Year 1954 US§  44,624.81. ;-.

Deposits made io 1994 68,496.65 - -
Interest earned on time deposit account 526.03 US 5113,647.49
Expendiiures to the close of FY 1994 57,580.55

Bank charges 512.68 US $58.093.63
BALANCE {at the close of FY 1994) US$.55,553.86

The balance of US§ 55,553.B6 was adjusted at the close of the Fiscal Year to .pesetﬂs, hased on the nfﬁciul
exchange rate of the United Nations of 130 pesetas/1 US$, in December, 1894.

5. Bluefin Year Program (RYP)

This Progsam was approved by the Commission in 1991 and started in 1992. However, there were no funds
budgated by the Commission for this Program in 1994, nor was a special fund established, as was the case for the
Billfish Program.

6. Other Comments

All the member country contributions to the 1994 Rudpat, except one were received in convertible pesetas.
The amount of the only contribution received in U.S. dollars was not enough to meet the expenditures that are
made in that currency, for which it wag necessary to scquire 1.8, dojlars on the foreign exchange market, at
variable rates, for the salaries and pensions of staff in the D and P categories, that are established in U,S. doliarg,
and for the pensions of staff in the General Services categorias.

The information contained in this Report shows fhat the financisl status of the Comrpission has improved
with respect to the previous Fiscal Year. Nevertheless, It is still difficult to implement ali the instructions given
by the Contracting Purties, when the countries do not comply in a timely and responsible fashion as rsgacds their
financial commitments to tke Commission, therehy assuring that the necessary funds are available to carry out those
instructions. At the close of Fiscal Year 1994, about balf of the Contracting Parties still owad all or part of their
contributions to the 1994 budget (i.e., 19.5% of the total amount budgsted for 1994 had ot yet heen received).
Therefore, in order ta maintain at a minimum the activities of the Secretariat, it was pecessary to use funds
available in the Working Capital Fund, including the extra-budgetary income. It is evident that if the contributions
had heen received in a timely manner, other budgetary objectives vould have been attained during 1994.

Because anly six of the minimum required 17 Contracting Parties, including all those classified as developed
countries with & market economy, have proceeded with acceptance or ratification of the Madrid Protoenl that was
signed in June, 1992, this possible course of solution to finance the budget did not came about in 15594,
Consequently, the financing of the 1985 hudget will have to he done by the present contribution scheme. In order
to avoid resasting frequently to the Working Capital as a "bridging” mechanism, it will be absclutely essential thal
the member countries pay their 1995 contributicns in a timely fashion, if possible early in the year, as indicated
in Article X, paragraph 4, of the Canvention.

During 1994, a line of credit was not opened, according to the terms of the authorization given by the Com-
mission at its Eight Special Meeting (Madrid, November 1992), and further extended at its Thirteenth Regular
Mesting (Madrid, November 1993), since due to the reduction of expenses and tp the receipt of some extra-
bundgztary funds, it was not considered absolutely necessary to resort to a bank loan. Moreover, thers would have
been some difficulties as regards the guarantees to obtain such a loan.
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STATEMENT 1

GENERAL BALANCE {AT CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1993) (PESETAS)

ASSETS LIABILITIES
Available: Pts. Pis.. -
- Banco Exterior de Espana: Acquired holdings (net) 8,747,689
Ckg Acc:t. 030 31279.43-E (USS) $36,116.17 4,984,031 Guaranty deposit 81,564
Ckg. -Acct. 030-17672.60A (P1s.) 1,050,897 _
Ckg "Acct, 030-17329.75-F (Conv.Pts.) 23,258,765 Available in the Working Capital Fund 25,972,093
- Bankmter Available in Albacore Research Program Funds 1,482,518
Ckp. Acct. 16.10096.2 {Pts.) 1,004,748
Ckg. Acct. 15.030009.7 (USS) 32,643.31 . 364,777 Available in Billfish Trust Fund 6,158,224
Dep. Acct. 16.10096.2 (Pts.) 14,462
Cash on hand (Pts.) 50,916 Advances on future contributions 3,273,985
Total Available (Pts.) 3_0,728,596 Accumulated pending contributions 113,535,253
(Exchange rate: 1USS = 138 Pts )
Available in Billfish Trust Fund:
Ckg. Acct. 030-31555.90;B‘(U.SS) 544,624.81 6,158,224
Receivables:
Vi) - -
Qverdue contributions ; - 113,535,253
Fixed Assets: .
Acquired before 1993 32,249,051 .
Acguired during 1993 1,296,833
Retired during 1993. ., 0
Total Fixed Assets, in use 33,546,484
Accumulated depreciation (24,798,795)
Fixed Assets (net) . 8,747,689
Guaranty deposit 81,564
TOTAL ASSETS 159 251,326 TOTAL LIABILITIES 159,251,326

R
-



STATEMENT 2

GENERAL BALANCE (AT CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994} (PESETAS)

ASSETS LIABILITIES
Available: Pis. Pts.
-- Banco Exterior de Espana: Acquired holdings (net) 3,332,836
Ckg. Acct. 030-31279.43-E (USE) 331,222.89 4,058,976 Guaranty deposit 81,564
Ckg. Acct. 030-17672.60A, (Pts.) 793,597
Ckg. Acct. 030-17329,75-F (Conv.Pts.) 984,771 Available in the Working Capital Fund 29,791,056
Time deposit {Conv. Pts.) 25,000,000
-- Bankinter: Available in Albacore Research Program Funds 1,482,518
Ckg. Acct. 16.10096.2 (Pts.) 2,790,133
Ckg. Acct. 15.030009.7 (US3) $743.89 96,706 Available in Bilffish Trust Fund 7,222,002
Cash on hand (Pts.) 30,916
Advances on future contributions 2,501,525
Total Available (Pts.) | 33,775,099 Accumulated pending contributions 128,803,065
(Exchange rate: 1USS = 130 Pts.)
Available in Billfish Trust Fund:
Ckg. Acct. 030-31555.90-B (US$) $25,553.86 3,322,002
Time deposit (USS) $30,000.00 3,500,000
$55,553.86 7,222,002
Receivables:
QOverdue contributions 128,803,065
Fixed Assets:
Acquired before 1994 33,546,484
Acquired during 1994 1,006,942
Retired during 1994 (19,191,339)
Total Fixed Assets, in use 15,362,087
Accumulated depreciation (5,809,231)
Fixed Assets (net) 5,552,836
Guaranty deposit 81,564
TOTAL ASSETS 175,434,566 TOTAL LIABILITIES 175,434,566




TABLE 1
STATUS OF MEMBER COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE REGULAR BUDGET (PESETAS) (AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994)

Contributions paid in : o

Past due at 1994 1994, or in advance, & Contributions paid ' Balance due

the start of Member country applied towards in 1994 towards . at the close of
Country Fiscal Year 1994 contributions the 1994 Budget previous budgets - Fiscal Year 1994
Angola ‘ 0 2,760,169 150,092 (1) u 2,610,077
Benin 7,498,693 905,268 0 0 8,403,961
Brasil 6,028,781 6,444,393 5,325,276 6,028,781 1,119,117
Canada 0 2,786,037 © 2,786,037 0 0
Cap Vert 9,647,989 2,243,186 -0 0 11,891,175
Cote d'Ivoire 0 2,829,435 1,689,513 (2) 0 1,139,922
Espafia 0 35,529,420 35,529,420 0 0
France 0 17,464,390 17,464,390 0 0
Gabon 1,092,518 1,716,984 _ 0 0 2,809,502
Ghana 43,503,605 6,797,669 0 0 50,301,274
Guinea Ecuatorial 3,990,029 905,402 0 0 4,895,431
Guinea (Rep. of) 1,597,049 858,492 0 0 2,455,541
Japan 0 11,583,572 11,583,572 (3) 0 0
Korea 0 3,685,408 3,685,408 0 0
Maroc ' 2,888,379 3,174,859 3,174,859 ‘ 2,886,379 2,000
Portugal 4] 7,793,034 7,793,034 0 0
Russia 10,356 3,814,049 3,814,049 10,356 0
Sao Tomé & Principe 3,220,942 1,788,226 1,784,171 3,220,942 5,055
South Africa 0 2,198,688 2,198,688 0 0
United States 0 15,875,221 15,875,221 0 0
Uruguay 71,517 909,289 0 0 980,806
Venezuela 15,365,007 8,203,809 0 0 73,568,816
Sub-total 94,914,865 140,268,000 112,853,730 12,146,458 110,182,677
Cuba (4) 11,034,300 0 0 0 11,034,300
Senegal (5) 7,586,088 0 0 0 7,586,088
TOTAL 113,535,253 140,268,000 112,853,730 12,146,458 128,803,063

{1} The advance fram Angola (150,092 pis.) at the close of Fiscal Year 1993 was applied as payment towards ihe 1994 contribution,

(Z) The advance from Cole d'lvaire (1,689,513 pts.) at the close of Fiscal Year 1993 was applied as payment towards the 1984 cantribution.

(3) The advance from Japan (1,434,380 pts.) at the clase of Fiscal Year 1993 was applied as payment towards the 1994 cantribution. There is also an advance {rom Japan in 1994 (2,501,525 pts.), which will
applied 1owards future contributions of Japan.

{4) Cuba withdrew from the Commission, effeclive December 31, 1991.

(5) Senegal withdrew from the Commission, effective December 31, 1988.-



TABLE 2

LIQUIDATION OF BUDGETARY & EXTRA- BUDGETARY EXPENDITURES (PESETAS) (AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994)

Expendinres
1994 at the close of
Cha pters Budget. Fiscal Year 1994
"—i_?.;l'.) A'fﬁ(.mn't- budgefed & budgetary éxpendiiures:
Chapter 1.  Salaries 717,216,000 73,451,558
.. _Chapter2. Travel 3,158,000 1,797,396
_ Chapter3. Commission Meeting 5,898,000 5,200,333
Chapter 4.~ Publications 3,473,000 2,636,023
_Chapter 5. Office Equipment 810,000 569,244
Chapter 6.  Operating Expenses 10,851,000 10,135,886
Chapter 7.  Miscellaneous 1,329,000 601,172
Sub-total Chapters 1-7 102,735,000 94,391,612
Chapter 8.  Statistics and Research:
8A. Salaries 18,766,000 17,620,469
8B Travel to improve StatlSUCS 1,180,000 1,070,363
8C Port Sampling 1,736,000 0
8D Biostatistical Work 2,389,000 1,802,250
8E Computer Equipment 1,736,000 1,013,217
8F Data Processing 4,366,000 3,782,366
8G Scientific Meetings (including SCRS) 6,724,000 6,224,237
8H Miscellancous 636,000 0
- 8] Albacore Research Program 0 0
o Sub iotal Chapter 8 37,533,000 31,513,402
Total budpet and budgetary expendirures 140,268,000 125,905,014
2. Extra-budgetary expenditﬁ'riés: '
Difference in curtenéy excflangc ' 0 1,223,891 -
140,268,000 127,128,905

TOTAL BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES
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TABLE 3

BUDGETARY & EXTRA-BUDGETARY INCOME RECEIVED (PESETAS) (AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994)

1.1 Contributions received in 1994 towards the 1994 Budget:

Brasil (18 & 30 May; 9 Aug 1954) 3,325,276
Canada {25 Jan 1994) 2,786,037
Espana {14 Sept 1994) 35,529,420
France (24 March 1994) 17,464,350
Japan (12 April 1994) 10,149,192
Korea (14 June 1994) 3,685,408
Maroc (19 Sept 1994) 3,174,859
Portugal (19 Dec 1994) 7,793,034
Russia (16 June 1994) 3,814,049
Sao Tome & Principe (11 March 1994) 1,784,171
South Africa (12 May 1994) 2,198,688
United States (28 Jan 1994) 15,875,221
1.2 Contributions received in 1994 towards previous budgets:
Brasil (24 March & 18 May 1994) 6,028,781
Maroc (24 Jan 1994) 2,886,379
Rassia (16 June 1994) 10,356
Sao Tome & Principe : (11 March 1994) 3,22(),942
1.3 Other income {extra-budgetary) was received in 1994 from:
Voluntary Contributions:
- Observers at 1993 ICCAT meetings pald in 1994
{Ireland, Sweden, Mauritania) 412,945
-- Observers at 1994 ICCAT meetings (Bermuda,
People’s Rep. of China, Sweden, United
ngdom, European Union) -+ | B 1,253,125
© = Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna Boatowners & Export Assoc. 1,250,000 2,916,070
Bank interest 1,526,468
Refund from VAT 913,247
Reimbursement for publications 38,631
Billfish Program-towards Secretariat operating expenses 501,640
Japan (towards 2nd Meeting of PWG, Tokyo, 1994) . .. - 31,624 *
1.4 Advances on future contributions (received in 1994): o
Japan 2,501,525

[ I | 10

TOTAL INCOME RECEIVED IN 1994:

(12 April 1994)

109,579,745

12,146,458

5,947,680

2,501,325

130,175,408

(his letter dated May 13, 1994). (Total amount recejved to cover Lhe cost of the meeting [7.227,846 pis.] less expensés’inzurred [7,196,222 pis.)

LA

Balance from 2nd PWG Meeting in Tokyo (1994), deposited 1o the Working Capital Fund, accopding 1o the instructions received from the Delegation-of Japan



COMPOSITION & BALANCE OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND (PESETAS) (FISCAL YEAR 1994)

Available in the Working Capital Fund (at siart of Fiscal Year 1954)

Deposits:
Contributions paid in 1994 towards previous budgets 12,146,458

Other income {extra-budgetary) received in 1994 5,947,680

Less: :
Difference between contributions paid in 1994, or in advance,
and applied towards the 1994 Budget (112,853,730 Ptas.) *

and budgetary (Chapters 1-9) and extra-budgetary expenditures
(127,128,905 Ptas.)

Available in the Workihg Capital Fund (at the close of Fiscal Year 1954)

25,972,053

18,094,138

44,066,231

(14,275,175)
29,791,056

* Includes an advance by Japsn (2,301,525 P'ts.) applicable to future contributions of Japan.



TABLE 5

SUMMARY OF PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS & THEIR ORIGIN, BY YEAR, AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994 (PESETAS)

PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS ORIGIN OF THE DERT

Angola 2,610,077 a) from 1987 and before 18,410,585
Benin 8,403,961 b) from 1988 9,587,400
Brasil S 1,119,117 c) from 1589 8,894,100
Cape Verde 11,891,175. d) from 1990 9,768,100
Cote d’'Tvoire 1,139,922 e) from 1951 13,707,666
Gabon 2,809,502 f) from 1992 19,447,571
Ghana 50,301,274 g) from 1993 21,572,973
Guinea Ecuaterial 4,895,431 h) from 1994 27,414,270
Guinea (Rep. of) 2,455,541
Maroc 2,000
Sao Tomé & Principe 5,055
Uruguay 930,806
Venerzuela 23,568,816
Cuba * 11,034,300
Senegal ** 7,586,088

TOTAL PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS 128,803,065 TOTAL PENDING DEBT 128,803,065

¥ Cuba’s withdrawa! from the Comimission was effective Diecember 31, 1991.
*# Senegal’s withdrawal from the Commission was effective December 31, 1988.



TABLE 6
CASH FLOW (DURING FISCAL YEAR 1994) (PESETAS)

INCOME & ORIGIN

EXPENSES & APPLICATION

Balance in Cash and Bank (at the start of Fiscal Year 1994)
Income:

Contributions paid in 1994 towards

the 1994 Budget 109,579,745
Contributions, paid in 1994, towards

previcus budgets 12,146,458
Other income (extra-budgeiary), received

in 1994 5,947,680
Advances on future contributions; received . R

in 1994 (Japan) ‘ S 12,501,525

30,728,596

130,175,408

160,504,004

Expenditures to the close of Fiscal Year
1994 (Chapters 1-9)

Available in the Working Capitai Fund

Available in the Albacore Research Program

- T'otal advances on future contributions, received

'in 1994

r..I'O’I'AI.. EXPENSES & APPLICATION

127,128,905

29,791,056

1,482,518

2,501,525

160,904,004

TOTAL INCOME & ORIGIN



TABLE 7. o :
STATUS OF CASH & BANK (AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1994) (PESETAS)

SUMMARY : BREAKDOWN

Balance in Cash and Bank 33,775,099 Available in the Working Capital Fund 29,791,056
Available in Albacore Research Program Funds 1,482,518
Advances on future contributions 2,501,525

TOTAL CASH IN CASH & BANK 33,775,099 TOTAL AVAILABLE & ADVANCES

33,775,089
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REPORT ON STATISTICS
AND COORDINATION OF RESEARCH IN 1994
(CDM-SCRS!MMZ}

1. DATA COLLECTION AND SAMPLING

1. Collection of 1993 statistics through national offices

Table 1, attached to the Report of the Sub-Commiites on Statistics (Appendix 4 to the 1954 SCRS Report),
shows the progress made by the natiopal offices and by the Seeretariat in the collection of 1953 statistica. As many
inter-sessional meetings were held this year, many statistics required for such meetings did wot become available
at the time of the meetings. However, for the SCRS meeting, most of the major statistics were made available to
the Committes,

2, Improvements and pending difficulties
a) Major improvements made in 1994

a.] Southwest Atlantic dara. The Data Preparatory Meeting for the South Atlantic Abundance Indices, held
in Tamandare, Brazil in August 1994, improved catch and effort data for Brazilian-based fleets. Many missing
sepments of date were provided and sffort data were improved, including mfnnnatton on the number of hocks per
basket for each set.

a.2 Mediterranean statistics. Major improvements were again made on Mediterranean stanstms in 1994,
as a result of the Ad-Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelapic Fishes in the
Mediterranean Sea (Fuengircla, Malaga, Spain, September 1994), These improvements included updating ecatch
statistics to 1993 for bluefin, albacore and swordfish. Many historical series of catch statistics were madified as
well. During the session, the catch-at-size duta base was created by the Secrelariat and approved by the Working
Group for Mediterranesn bluefin tuna, and was used at the stock assessment meeting held mmu]taneaubly by the
ICCAT SCRS.

b) Pending difficuliies

b.1 Timeliness in geiting caich-at-size dara. Most of the major fishing countrics for east Atlantic bluefin,
north Atlantic swordfish and north Atlantic albacore presented catch-at-size data, although not always oo a fimely
basis. There was a major data problem for the Albacore meeting held in Sukarrieta, June 1994, Since the meetiog
was held too eerly iv the year, 1993 data were either unavailable for many countries, or contained serious errors.
Hence, the albacore group could not up-date the catch-at-size datd for 1993.

#-2) Accuracy of catch-ar-size data. Due to the lack of size data, many of the catches are matched to data
substituted from other fisheries. The levef of such substitutions is a major concern {particularly fer the
Mediterransan areas), Another concern is tha number of discrepancies between catch estimated from the catch-at-
size file and reported Task T catch data, All the catch-at-size teble data are checked against the Task I catch, When
the size data are weighted to the total Task I catch, the discrepancies do not exist. However, when extrapolated
to the catch in number of fish, there are always some discrepancies and often significant onss. Such diserepancies
have been reported in SCRS/94/7 for albacore.

¥ The Repart presented at the 1384 Comuission Meeting was edited, but nal updated,
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b.3 Lack of detailed caich-and-¢ffort data. Catch and effort data are still not detailed enough for many
fisheries for use in the standardization of effort. This is particularly true for most of the major Mediterranean
fisheries.

b.4 Uncertainry of landing data. The landing data are often collected independently from the commercial
records. Therefore, there are often diserepancies between Task 1T catch and effort data (which is the log summary),
and catch-at-size data (as mentioned in the parapraph b-2). Their separation by ocesn regions is frequently
doubtful,

3. ICCAT Port Sampling

Routine sampiing from longliners st various transshipment ports was carried out by ICCAT, as in the past.
However, the sampling rate remained very low, due to the reduced activities of tragsshipments of Asian fleets,
South Africa kindly carried out port sempling at Cape Town and the data have been transmitted to the Secratariat.

II. SECRETARIAT DATA PROCESSING AND BIOSTATISTICAL WORK

1. Facilities

Twa notehooks (486DX 8 MB RAM & 200 MB hard disk; 436DX 20 MB RAM & 200 MB hard disk), with
external keyboards and SVGA sereens were purchased. Two new programs wers also purchased: ARTEMIS (antl-
virus) and LAPLINK (for du!n transn:ussmn)

The data bage at the Secretariat has been managed nsing a Micro VAX. This computer is now quite old and
very slow. Also, the hard disk (600 MB + 140 MB) is becoming saturated and is less and less reliable. Apart
from this, the maintenance of VAX is expensive. The Secratariat presented a feasibility study for the replacement
of the VAX computer in COM-SCRS/94/22, The Commission accepted the proposal tc purchase a new computer
for the management of the ICCAT data bage,

2. Data Processing and biostatistical work

The large number of inter-sessiomal meetings held during 1594 put a very heavy work load on the
Secretariat. Work associzted with the scientific meetings is histed below.

a) Reports of scientific meetings

When the reparts adopted by such groups are well marked for all the chanpes, and all the figures and tables
ure provided to the Secretariat, the finalizing of the reports do not take too long. However, for some meetings,
the adopted reports are not well organized, and the Secretariat has to do considerabe work on the editing and
finalizing of these reports. It took more than four months to get agreement on the content of the Albacore meeting
report after it was adopted at the meeting (since some of the chanpes made at the adopticn of the report were not
clear, or new changes were proposed after the report was adopted).

b) Extra statistical work and data processing

The Secretariat's work for the inter-sessional meetings held in 1994 (sas list in Section III of this report)
included the following:

-- prepering catch tables

-- prepering data catalogues

-~ writing various reports on the status of statistics, data base, etc.

-- preparing catch, catch and effort and size data bases and updating them during the sessions
-- creating catch-at-size bases using substitutions and raising

-- converting catch at size into catch at age
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- pmviding computer support during the mestings
- prepanng catch and effort indices
-- preparing praphics and tables for the meeting reports
- checking the results of analyses after the sessions

E R R S

b) Routine work

The volume of routine work increased as the volume of data increased. Routine work included entering,
verifying and processing all the catch, catch and effort and hiological data, updating the data catalogue and tagging
file for recent years, and preparing and providing data files for scisatists who requested s;:emﬁc da.ta The data
processing for ali the ICCAT statistical publications was also dons.

e) C‘oardmarzon af the Program af }_*.nhanced Re.s'emch for B:ij‘ .Th, the. Albacare Res*em ch Program
and the Bluefin Year Program

The Secretariat, in collaboration with the Coordinators of these rgsearch programs, was invelved in the

coordination, administration of funds, and preparation of data for research activitiss. L

d) Reorganization of tagging data base
: L
As recommended hy ‘the SCRS in the past, the Secretariat has been reorganizing the tag release-recovery
data base. The ICCAT tag data base contained most of the recoveries (together with their cn:‘respundmg release
information) but release information for the tags which were not recovered bas been very imcomplete, Also one
record was created for each tag. Therefore, if release and recovery analysis is to be carried out, the base bas to
be processed to create records on a fish-basis rather than on a tag-bass, )

) The data format of the newly-developed base is on & fish- basis, i.e. one record contains sll the tags on ooe
fish. The Secratariat requasted all the scientists involved in tagging research to provide the Secretariat with
historical release-recovery informatian. The U.S., Canada und Spain transmitted the historical records for most
of the relenses. There are still some missing segments, however. These new data were all converted to the ICCAT
new format and made available to the scientists concernad. The data for albacore and bluefin mna arc almast
complete,

The files for releases of truplcal tunas were not at all complete. Alﬂlough hevura] rcquehtb_ WIS made, 1na
data were received for tags releused during the International Skipjack Year Prn},r&m and the Yellowfin' Year
Program, except those recovered and enrolled in the tag lotteries,

e} The 1994 tuna tagging lotrery (for tag recoveries veported in 1993)

Details are reported in the Administrative Report {COM/94/3).

[} Analysis of sampling scheme from the catches of tropical runas associared with flotsam

This study has been requested by the SCRS since 1992, The Secretarizt formalsted a contract with the
Autonomous University of Madrid. The results of this biostatistical work are reported in SCRS/94/9.

gi Purse seine Iﬂgbnokfarwtjr}enral Crews
The SCRS recommended the development of such a loghook in English, Korean and Japanese. The format
of the log was agreed upon among the scientists concerned and the Secretariat, and translations were completed

with the assistance of a Korean scieatist. The original copy was set and printed and copies have been sent to the
seientists, who will, delivery them to the vessel captains.
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IIl. INTER-SESSIONAL MEETINGS

“The inter-sessional meetings relative lo research and statistics activities attended, which the Commission or
the Secretanat staff or;:anmed or pnrtlclpated mcluded the following: .o I

ﬂ) Ad Hoc Consultation on the Role ﬂfRegtmmZ Ftshery Agencies in Rei’arzan to H;gh Sea: Fl.rhery Sa‘arrmcs

' The Assistant Executive Secretary attended this meeting, held in December, 1993, in La Jolia, Callfnrnm.
U.S.A, at the invitation of FAQ. The Group discussed the rojes of the Repional Agencies in compiling high seas
statigtics, and how to nssemble information on a world-wide basis. The results of the discussions were submitted
to the U.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Hu,hly Migratory Fish Stocks. The Repnrt is avmlahle as
COM/94/35- SCRSH’QMEG .

b) Permuaneni Werking Group for the Impro'#emeﬂr af ICCAT Sratigtics and -Conservarion Measures

Although the meeting was the direct concern of the Commission rather than the SCRS, the Secretariat-
provided technical, secretarial and particularly statistical support during this session. The meeting was held in
Tokya, in April 1994, at the invitation of the Government of Japan. The trip expenses for the Assistani Executive
"_S_aclje.tary and & muliilingual secretary were paid by the Japanese Government, :

c¢) Longline data preparatory meeting for the south Atlnntic.

The meeting was held in Taipei, Taiwan in May, 1994, at the invitation of the Tostitute of Oceanography
of the National Taiwan University. Althomgh the Secretariat staff was invited by the Institute to attend this session,
the Secretariat was not represented, due ic time constramts The Report of the meeting was presented as
SCRSIQM 36 : e : :

d) Final Meeting of the ICCAT Special Albacore Research Pragram

The Meeting was held at the AZTI-SIO, Sukarrietz, Spain, at the invitation of the Autonomous Basque
Governmeat, Spain. The intention of this meeting was (o evaluate all the research carried out during the Albacore
Research Program and draw conclusions on the stock condition of alhacore. The Secretariat was represented by
the Assistant Executive Secretary and a multilingusl secretary. The trip expense for the latter was assumed by the
Autonomous Basque Government. The Report 15 available as COM-8CRS/94/16

e) Consultation on the Technical Aspects of Methodologies Which Account for Individual Growih
Variability by Age

The mesting was held at the IFREMER, Brest, France at the invitation of IFREMER. This meeting was a
follow-up to the work carried out at the first Consultation, held at St, Andrew’s, Canada, in Jung 1993. The Group
reviewed the additions]l work carried out hy vartous scientists, using the simulated data, to convert catch-at-size
into catch-at-age, applying various models. The Report is available as COM-SCRS5/94/17

) Daig Preparatory Meeting for the South Ailantic Abundance Indices

The meeting was called since there had been sufficient catch and effort data prepared for standardization
by longline countries (at the mesting mentioned above) and by Brazilian scientists. Consequently, the Commission
accepted the invitation of the Governmeni of Brazil to hold it at the TBAMA Training Ceater, Tamandaze,
Pernambuco, Brazil in August, 1994, Prior to the meeting, n manual for preparing a catch-effort data set for
standardization, which was devaloped by the U.S. scientists, was distributed among the scientists involved in the
work. During the meeting, several series of standardized swordfish CPUE series were prepared for the Brazilian
and Taiwanese fisheries. The Report is available ag COM-8CRS/94/24,
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g) Ad-Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group an Stocks of Large Pelapic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea

The Ad Hoc Working Group held its first meeting at Spanish Institute of Oceanography (IEQ), Fuengirola,
Malaga, Spain, in September, at the invitation of the IEO. Although FAQ's intention was to hold this meeting in
1995, ICCAT felt it was more convenient to hold it before the ICCAT swordfish and east Atlantic bluefin stock
assessments in 1994 (in 1995 there will be no such assessment scheduled). Hence, ICCAT agresd to take care of
all- logistics, including sending out the official invitations. The meeting was held partly overlapping the ICCAT
SCRS east bluefin tung stock assessment session, in order to allow the scientists to participate in both meetings.
The Secretariat was representad by the Assistant Executive Secretary, the Systems Analyst and a multilinguaj
secretary. The trip expanses of the multilingual secratary were assumed by the GFCM funds (i.e. provided by the

EU).

During the Joint Working Group, the catch, catch and effort, tag release-recapture and size data for bluefin,
swordfish and albacore as well as east bluafin catch-nt-size data base were updated to include 1393.

The Report of the Working Group is available as COM-SCRS/94/21

h) Stock Assessment Session for Fast Bluefin Tuna

This meeting, held at the IEQ, Fuengirola, i the invitation of IEO, took place consecutively and
concurrently with the Ad Hoc GRCM/ICCAT Joint Warking Group on Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes in the
Meditarranean Sea, as mentioned above. The Group evaluated the east bluefin stock and drafted the relevant section
of the SCRS Repart. The draft was circulated to the Commissioners in advance of the 1994 mestings.

i) Stock Assessment Session for the Arlantic Swordfish
The mesting was held at the Commission Headquarters, in Osctaber, 1994. The Group evaluated Atlantic

swardfish stocks and deafted the relevant section of the SCRS Report and Background Document for the stock
assessments. The SCRS draft Reporl of this sestion was cirenlaled to the Commissioners in edvance of the 1994

meetings.
IV, PUBLICATIONS

Details on the scientific publications issued 1n 1594 are reported in the Ar.imiﬁistrative Raport (COM/94/9).
All publications were prepared, reproduced and published at the Secretarist, except for the covers and binding.
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RECORDS OF MEETINGS

PROCEED]NGS OF THE NINTH SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMISSION
Madrid November 28 - December 2, 1594

FIRST PLENARY SESSION
November 28, 1994

Ttem 1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The Ninth Specisl Meeting of the Commission was held in Madrid, Spain, at the Hotel Pintor from November
28 1o December 2, 1994, and was presided aver by the Commission Chairman, Dr, A. Ribeiro Lima {Portupal).

1.2 The mesting was formelly cpened by Dr. Lima. He welcomed all the participants and many chservers
attending this session. He mentioned that the ICCAT Bluefin Tuns Statistical Document Program was already providing
nseful information, and emphasized the importance of the Permanent Warking Group for the Improvement of ICCAT
Statistics and Conservation Measures (PW(E). He alsa reviewed the numerous meetings which ICCAT had organized,
or participated in, during 1994, and nated the impressive progress made by the scientific commitiee,

. 1.3 The Commission Chairman referrad to the twao sessions of the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (New York). Dr. Lima noted the difficulties the Commissicn 15 fucmg ]
regards the increasing activities of the tuna fishing fleets of the non-contracting parties, and stressed the need nat only
for Contracting Parties to supply more detailed information refating to the implementation at national level of ICCAT
regulations, but also for mnitilateral eooperation to promote intemational awareness.

1.4 The Commission Chairman hoped that the biostatistivian, a position which has heen proposed for many years,
“will be financed this year by the Commission, and stressed the importance of making material resources avnilable to
the Secretariat in order for them to be sble to carry out their respoosibilities as efficiently as pnss1ble, as good
management of fishery resonrces would result in economic henefits to ths Contracting Parties in the long num.

1.5 He noted that the TCCAT is celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 1995 and he propescd holding a Tuna
Symposium to mark this oceasion. At the same time, he thanked the Spanish Government for providing improved office
space for the ICCAT Secretariat. The Chairman's opening address is included as Atéachment 1-A to the Proceedings
of the First Plenary Session. ' '

1.6 Mr. J. Loira, Seecetary General of Maritime Fisheries of Spein, addressed tha Commission. After welcoming
all the participants, he announced that, despite financial constraints, the Spanish Governmest bad provided more
modemm office space for the Heedquariers of the Commission. 1t was hoped that the Sccretariat could have moved
hefore the Commission Mesting, but this has been postponed for logistical reasons until after the Meeting.

1.7 Mr. Laoira reported that the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing was still being developed within the
framework of FAQ, via the "fast tract” in accardance with the ICCAT Resolution adopted at the Thirteenth Regular
Meating of the Commission (November, 1993). He pointed out that the United Nations Conference of Struddlml, Fish
Stocks and Highly Mlgratnry Fish Stocks would be continving its work in 1995, He called for international conperannn
to conciude both processss, in strict accordance with the Untied Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982,
and the Cancun Declaration,

1.8 The Secretary General of Maritime Fisheries of 8pain also mentioned the use of largs-scale dnflneta in the
Atlantic and Mediterranean and appealed to all tha ICCAT Contracting Parties to apply the United Nations Resolutions
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on these gears, due to the harm which they represent to ths conservation of resources, The text of Mr. Laira's opening
address iz included a5 Attachment 1-B to the Proceedings of the First Plenary Session,

Item 2. Adopiion of Apenda, arrangements for the meeting and appointment of subsidiary hodies

1.1 Dr. A. Fernéndez, the ICCAT Executive Secrelary, reviewed the Tentative Agenda of the Commission item
by item, and pointed out those items that were included in accordance with the decisions adopted by the Commission
in 1993, and those that were proposed later: for inclusion, as the need arose. Dr. Ferndodez also referred to the
proposal made by Japan to modify Item 21 of the Agenda, He briefiy mentioned the documentation prepared for this
mesting by the Secretariat, and the meeting schedule. Tt was nioted that the Permnnent Working Group for the Improve-
ment of ICCAT Statisties and Conservation Measures would continue its meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 1994,

2,2 The Delegate of Spain proposad that dnftnets be discussed undar Agenda Item 24,

2.3 The Agenda was adopted, including the cha.nge. to Agendﬂ Item 21 proposed by the Delspate of Japun. The
revised Agenda, as adopted, is sttached as Annex 1.

2.4 The Chairman reviewed the teotative schedule for the meeting and discussed the meeting arrangements. He
also referred to the pumerous Commission documents and requested the Delegates to review these for later disenssion.
The List of Commission Documents is attached as Anmex 3.

Ttem 3. Introduction of delegations

" 3.1 The Head Delegate of each Contracting Party present at this year’ S""Qmating introduced his respective
delegation. The names and nddressas of all the members of the delegatmnti are fnund in the Last nf Part:lclpanb
attached as Annex 2.

Item 4. Adm:ss:un ut‘ohservers {ron-member countries, intergovernmental urgamzatmns, a.nd non-governmental
i orgammuons)

' 4.1 The observers present at the 1334 Mt:utmg, all of whom had heen duly invited by the Commission, were
introduced and admittad in accordance with the corrent criteria. The list of ohservers is included in Annex 2, the List
of Participants.

. 4.2 While mtmducmg hjmself the chserver from the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna
(CCSBT) made a statement, with the intention of clanfymg some of the questions raised at the 1993 [CCAT Mesting
concerning the duphcatmn of compatercs between his orgamization and ICCAT. He stressed that his arganization is
not (rying fo intervene in the work of ICCAT and is only interested in the management of the sonthern bluefin tuna
stock, which is distributed among three oceans. He expressed his intention to colfaborate very clossly with the
Cnmmlssmn and to ensure that there would he no duplication of effort, The statement by the abserver from the CCSBT
is attached as Attachment 2 to the Proceedings of the First Plenary Session.

Ttem 5. Review of Commission membership _

5.1 The Executive Secretary, referring to the Administrative Report (COM/94/9}, informed the Commission that
the Secretariat was officially informed by FAQ {Depository of the ICCAT Cbnvention) that, on December 20, 1993,
4 notification af withdrawal had been received from the authorities of Benin., Thus, Benin wiil bz no longer be &
Cnntractmg Party from December 31, 1994, The Secretariat was informed that the Italian Government had signed the
Cm:wcntlon but that this had not yet been ratified. The Libyan authorities informed thé Commission that its Government
was taking the necessary qtcps to hecome a full member of ICCAT, racogmmg thtsu' mtr.:matlondl Tﬁb‘pﬂnblbﬂ.lty and
declan.ng. afﬁhatmn with the TCCAT ohjectives. '

5.2 Two delegations requested a change in the composition of the Panels. While Russia wished o withdraw from
Panel 4, the Canadian Delegation, on 11 of October, 1994, expressed a wish to join the Panel 1. Accordmg to the
Commlssmn 5 Rules of Procedure, no m&:mber can withdraw from a Panel between two regular meetings of the
Commission. However, the Executive Secretary poisted out that the Commission could oversule this if it wished. The
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financial repercussions were studied and it wes noted that the financing of the budget is based on the number of
participating conntries on the panels and Commission membership. Hence, while the changes in Commission and Panel
membership affect contributions af all the countries, these changes have no effect on the totul budget figure. The
Delepate of Cote d’Ivoire expressed that his country bad no objections to these changes, and this sentiment was
similarly expressed by Portugal, Veneznela, Spain, France and Gabon.

5.3 The Commission approved thess changes in Panel membership and decided that they should be taken into
consideration in the calculation of the country contributions for 1985,

Item 6, Rutification or acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention {gdopted in Paris in 1984)

6.1 The Execcutive Secretary referred ta ltem 3 of the Administrative Report (COM/94/9), congerning the status
of the Protecol signed in Pans tn 1984 to permit the accession of the European Union (EU} to ICCAT and noted.-that
as of today, three countries have not yet ratified: Benin, Gabon and Morocco. Since Benin will withdraw from the
Commission (effective December 31, 1994), the Protocol requires only scoeplance or ratification by Gabon and
Moroceo,

6.2 Noting that more than 10 years huve passed since the Protocol was drafted, the representative of the EU
requestad the countries which had not yet ratified to do sa, so that EU can become a full member of lhe Commission.
Spain falt the activities of ICCAT would be very much enlmnced by the addition of EU as & member.

6.3 The Delegats of Spain presented a draft resohition urging those conntries to ratify the Paris Protocol.

6.4 Tha Chajrman pointed out that he had dons =il he conld do in his capacity to achieve this ratification. He
emphasized that entry into effect of this Protocal was very important to [CCAT and urged these countries ta take
prompt action in this regard.

6.5 The Delegate of Moracco informed the Commission that every effort had been made to ratify or accept the
Paris Protocol, but that there were administrative delays. He pointed out that he, as Commissioner, bad urged his
Government to take prompt action, and wouid confinue to do so. He indicated that he hoped the matter would be
resolved in 19935,

6.6 The Delegate of Japan felt that the participation of the EU wes very imporiant, pacticularly in the
implementation of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docuoment Program. He added that the collaboration of the EU was
essential for the success of this Program, and expressed the concern of the Japanese Government about the delay of
the implementation of the Protocol.

6.7 The Delepate of Gabon commented that there bas been substantial reorganization of the Government of his
country, which, together with other domestic problems had delayed the administrative procedure to ratify or adopt
the Protocal, The Delegale of Gabon added that he was taking every action to speed up the procedure and hoped that
Gahan would ratify the Protocol hy the next Commission meeting, or befare.

6.8 The Delogate of France reiterated the concern expressed by the various delegations and he considered it most
important that the EU become a memher, so that all its Member States could participate in ICCAT activilies.

.9 The Delepate of Portugal also expressed concern shout the delay in the ratification of the Protocol, and
thanked the Delegates of Morocco and Gahon for their efforts to resolve this matter,

6,10 The Resglution by ICCAT in Support of the Ratification or Acceptance of the Protecol of Amendment to
the Convention (Paris, 1984) was adopted by the Comrmission and is attached as Annex 4.

Ttem 7. Rafification or acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention (adopted in Madrid in 1992)

7.1 The Executive Secretary referred to Item 4 of the Administrative Report ({COM/94/9), concemning the Madrid
Protocol to amend the scheme of calculating the member country contributions. He informed the Commission that
Korea, Canada and South Africa had ratified or aceepted the Protocol in 1993, Ratification or seceptance had been
received in 1994 from Spain, the United States and Russia. Thus, out of the 22 Contracting Parties, only six had
accepted or ratified, a total of 17 being necessary to bring the Protocal into effect,
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7,2 The Executive Secrctary reminded the Commission that ratification or acceptance is needed from all the
comntries with developed. market economies, and that France, Japan and Portugal have yet to accept or ratify.
Acceptance or ratification by a minimum af 10 developing countries is also needed, and the Executive Secretary pointed
out that ratification would be to their begefil and urged them to do so promptly.

7.3 The Delegate of Partugal stated that her government has already taken steps to ratify the Madrid Protacol.

7.4 The Delegate of Guinea informed the Commission that the Government of his country had slready aceepted
the Protocol and that this acceptance had heen Eransmitted to FAO.

7.5 The Delegate of Spain pointed out that in spite of the copsiderable increase in the Spanish contribution under
the new scheme, it kad already ratified this Protocol, He emphasized that this new scheme would ease the burden of
the developing countries, and also help to stabilize the Commission's finances. Therefore, he urged that early
satification of the Protacol be made by all the Contracting Parties. He felt that the Commission should pass « new
resolution on the matter so_that this Protocol would not take 10 years to come into effect,

7.6 The Delegate of Angola considered 1t very important to accept'the Protocol. He indicated that the document
had been submitted to the Secretariat of Council of Ministers of Angola and he hoped that it would be sacn accepted
and deposited with FAQ,

7.7 The Delegate of France stated that the process of ratification was al'u::oa;l.-.'co.r.npleted and had reached the final
parliamentary stage. He pointad cut that the process had beer delayed since France required a new law in order to he
abls to ratify the Protocol, but hoped that it would be formalized by April, 1995.

7.8 The Delegate of Tapan noted that the acceptance of the Protocol by Japan is essential, and that the domestic
process has been initiated, While it was difficult fo predict when it would be finalized, he would do his best to ensure
that Japan would not be the last comntry to ratify.

7.9 The Delegate of Venezuela noted that acceptance would benefit his country. He explained that thers had heen
some procedural delays sinee acceptance requirgd the approval of the National Congress, as Vengzuela's accession to
ICCAT has legal implications. He also pointed out that the recent slections in 1993 had resulted in the formation of
a new Congress in March, 1994, which has been working to resolve intemmal political problems. Nevertheless, he
assured the Commission that the his natignal governmest would take the necessary steps to accelerate the process.

“'l,'. 10 The Delegate of Cote d"Tvoire indicated that his cauntry had also started the necessary legislative procedure.
However, since 1994 was a pre-election year, less attention had heen given to the issue, but it was hoped that the
Protosal would be ratified in 1995,

7.11 The Chairman concluded discussions on this item by expmhsmg his hepe that the Madrid Protacol would
he accepted or ratified by all countries in the near futurs.
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SECOND PLENARY SESSION
_NuvembEr 28, 1594

Item 8. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

B.1 Dr. 2. Suzuki, Chairman of the SCRS, presented the Committee’s Report to the Commission (attached as
Amnex 2%) and summarized the scientific findings. He indicated that since the Report was becoming more xnd more
voluminous znd that the SCRS was considering substantial changes in the Reporting format for next year.

8.2 Dr. Suzuki referred to various inter-sessional scientific meetings which the Commission held in 1994 and
those meetings at which ICCAT was represented (ltem 7 of the SCRS Report).

8.3 The SCRS Chairman also commented on the special ICCAT scientific programs, specifically the Enhanced
Research Program for Billfish and the Bluefin Year Program. Although the Bilifish Program is funded by private
sourees, the Bluefin Yesr Program is progressing slowly since no funds are being allpeated by the Commission.

B.4 The SCRS Chairman reported on the resulis of the nssessments carried ont by the Committee ap the stocks
of yellowfin, higeye, skipjack, albacore, southern bluefin and bluefin funas, billfishes, swordfish, end small tunas (Ttem
11 of the 1994 SCRS Report}.

.5 Dr. Suzuki noted that the recommendations for statistics, research and management are included in each
species section of the Report und the Chajrman asked the Panels and the Commission to rafer to these recommmendations
when considering stock manegement measures,

8.6 The SCRS Chairman called the attention of Panel [ to the managemant recommendations made this year by
the SCRS concerning yellowiin tuna (Section YFT-4¢ of the (594 SCRS Report ). He called the attention of Panel 2
to the management recommendations made concerning sast bluefin tuna, i.6., that efforts be made to reduce the current
level of fishing mortality (Section BFT-4E.c), and to the options of passible yegulatory recommendations, including
no reduction in the presest level for scientific monitoring purposes for west bluefin (Section BFT-4W .c) as well as
those made for northern albacore (Section ALB-d4c). The SCRS Chairman referred Panel 3 to the recommendations
of effort reduction if the apparent decline in the southern albacars stock size i to be stopped (Section ALB-4c). He
called the attention of Panel 4 to the recommendation to reduce mortality om bigeye (Section BET-4c) and (o the
recommendstions to reduce fishing effort, fishing mortality rate and catch, if the stock of northern swordfish is to be
increased (Section SWQ-4c),

8.7 Dr. Suzuki requested that the Standing Committze on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) give due
attention to those recommendations made by the Committee which required funding, in particular, to the
recomunendations in the Report under Agenda Item 15 concerning a proposal for the publication, in an snhanced
manner, the results of the Albacore Research Program, and to Agends Item 17 cooceming the proposals of several
inter-sessional meetings that require funding arrangements, He also referred to certain proposals in the Report which
mey require significant funding by the Commission, i.¢. the proposed Tuna Syrsposium in 1995 and to the revision
of Bluefin Year Program.

8,8 The SCRS Chairman noted that the Sub-Committee on Statistics had also met during the SCRS Mezting, with
Dr. 8. Tumer {U.5.A.) as Convener. The Chairman also asked the Comumission to carefully consider those
recommendations in the report of the Sub-Committes on Statistics conceming the continuing of the study on sarmpling
stratepies of tropical surface fisheries by outside contract, hiring of a biostatistician and the propossd plan regarding
computer facilities, whick requires funding by the Commission.

B.9 The SCRS Chairman also referred ta the Bluefin Yesr Program, (Appendix 7 to the SCRS Report), which
was proposed and approved in 1991, the Program for Enhanced Research for Billfish (Appeadices 5 and 6 to the
SCRS Report), which has been carried out since 1987, and the Albacore Research Program, whick concluded in 1694,

8.10 The SCRS Chajrman further informed the Commission that the Sub-Committee on Environment had met
during this year's SCRS Session, with Mr. J, Peretra (Portugal) as Convener, and that its report and recommendations
are included 2s Appendix 8 to the SCRS Report.
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8.11 The SCRS Chairman explained that several meetings have been propased for the forthcoming inter-sessional
period, including: (1) an Ad-Hoc GFCMJ/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of Large Palagic Fishes in the
Mediterranean Sea, to create abundance indices for Mediterranean swordfish; (2) n meeting to review the progress of
the Bluefin Year Propram; (3) a preparatory meeting on methodclogy for bluefin stock assessments (east and west
together); and (4) a meeling to develop stock abundance indices for yellowfin.

B.12 The SCRS Chairmar and all the seientists pacticipating in this year's meetinps and research activities were
highly commended for the high quality of their research carded out on behalf of the Commission.

8.13 The Comm:ss:un decided that more liu:ulcd discussion on the 8CRS findings would take piace durmg the
Panel Meetings. :

8.14 The Delegate of Spain informed the SCRS Chairman that at the later session and/or at the Panef mestfings

he would be secking a response to some of the spemﬁc guestions concerning albacore, which had bean.presented to
the Committee before their Sessions.
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THIRD PLENARY SESSION
Tuesday, November 29, 1994

Item 9. United Nations Conference on Siraddling Fish Stacks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

4.1 The Executive Secretary referred to Document COM/94/18 and reported on the two sessions of the
Conference (in March and in August, 1994 ) he attended, in an observer capaéity, in representation of ICCAT. He
noted that the mesting was very valahle from the point of view af acquiring morg informution and to encourage mpre
participation in the Commission. Document COM/94/18 contains the negotiating text, prepared by the Chairman of
the Conference, an the "Draft Agreement of the Provisions of the United Natipns Convention on the Law of the Sea
of 10 Decembar 1992 Relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fich Stocks”. The Exceutive Secretary informed that ke had presented the Declaration adopted by the Commission in
1993 in support of the Conference.

9,2 The Executive Secretary further reported that two more sessions of the U.N. Conference are scheduled in
1995 to conclude its work. He referred in particular to Article VII of the Draft Agreement, concerning the
compatibility of management measures, and Articles X and X1, which refer specifically to the rales of fisheries
management organizations, Reference was aiso made to Annexes 1 and 2 of said Apreement regarding minimum
standards for the collection snd sharing of data and suggested guidelines for the épplication of precautionary refercnce
points for the management of straddling and highly migratory fish stacks. '

9.3 The U.S. Delegate commented that he had also attended the Conference, and that he appreciated that [CCAT
was represented at this Conference. He noted that the role of international organizations such as ICCAT is important.
in accordance with this he indicated that the U.S, Delegation had prepared n draft resolution requesting that &l)
countries fishing on the high seas join the relevant management prganizations in order to strengthen managemeat of
the resources under their mandate, This Resolution was discussed farther during the meeting of ths Permenent Warking
Gronp and was later adopted by the Commission (Annex 10). He expressed the importance of all the noo-Cantracting
Parties fishing in the [CCAT Conventivn Area to joia the Commission. He noted another imporiant point discussed
during the U.N. Conference was that fishing nations are called upon fo exercise precautionary measures to prevent
over-fishing and excessive fishing vessel capacity. The statement by the U.8. Delegate on the U.N. Conference is
included as Attachment 3 to the Procesdings of the Third Plenary Sessian. '

9.4 The Delegate of France noled that no consensus had been reached on the legal status that this negotiating text
may have, which was one of the reasons for holding two more sessions of the Conference in 1985. '

9,5 The Delegate of Spain noted that the results of the Conference should be fully adjusted ta the provisions of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. He stated that the curcent negotiating text is not balenced and
that the seope of application should apply to both the high seas and the exclisive sconomic zenes {EEZ). He stressed
he was in favor of the compatibility of the conservation measures both inside and outside the EEZ, and that in this
context no preferential right to the high seas can be conferred to 2 coastal state.

5.6 The Delegate of Spain further expressed his concern that the work of the United Nations Conference on
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks might interfere with the preparation of the Code of Conduct
which i prasently being carried ont, as oceurred with FAQ's Jast Technical Consultation on the Code of Conduct, He
mentioned that the problem of access to regional fisheries organizations of countries which were not members of these
organizations should be solved. He concluded by saying that it is vital to reach agreement on the content of the
resulting text, as this would be the only guarantes that a balance had been reached.

9.7 The Delegale of Gabon, speaking on behalf of the developing countries, indicated that the responsibilities af
flag states had been the subject of lengthy debate at the Conference. He commented that the coastal states should have
responsibility regarding the vessels fishing aleng their coasts. The Delegate of Gabon reiterated the comments by the
Delagate of Spuin as regards the necd for a balanced final text from the U.N. Conference.

9.8 The Delegate of Japan considered that the U.N. Conference Chairman’s text was drafied in 4 well balanced
manner among caastal states and high seas fishing couniries, while no consensus was reached on the Iegal status.

37



ICCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (D)
Item 10. Large-scale driftmet fishing and its effects on tuna stocks

10.1 Refercace was made to lhe two Reselutions that the Commission adepted in support of the U.N. decision
for a moratoriom on large-scale pelagic drifinets (see Annex 6 to the 1993 Proceedings and Annex 5 to the 1991
Proceedings.) The Delegate of Spain noted that the use of driftnets and the effects of this gear on tuna stocks were very
important issues, He believed that this pear is ecologically harmful, invelves problems in selectivity, has a nepative
tmpuct on other species, and is hazardous for navigation. For all these reesons, Spain has prohibited, at the national
level, the use of driftnets. If ICCAT had assumed the commitment of strict monitoring of the activity and development
of these gears, particularly their increasing impact on the stock of northern albacore, the result of the work of the
SCRS was insufficient. He highlighted the nsed for the Contracting Pa.rhe.s to prowde. the SCRS with: all the
mfclrmatwn it needs to be ubie to carry out the work eatrusted to it.

. 102 The Delegate of Spain noted that in 1994, the SCRS (under its Agenda Item 14} had studied the by-catches
of various fisheries, and that it was clear from this Report that drifinets are harmful te ecology and are partluularly
dangaraus for marine mnmmnls He indicated that many non-mrgated species die as o result of this gear. '

10.3 The Delegate of France expressed agreement with some points raised by the Delegate of Spain, but he could
not agree with others.

"10.4 The U.5. Delegate also indicated coacern about the continuing use of drifinets measuring more than 2.3 km.
He felt that il has an effect on the credibility of management organizations. To this effect, the Delegate of the U.S.
indicated that his delegation was preparing a draft reso!utlon on large scale pe]agm driftnet fishing, (See Proccedmgs
of the Fourth Plenary Session.)

Htem 11_; Colluboration of non-Contracting Parties in the objectives of ICCAT

11.1 The Exscutive Secratary introduced doeument COM/94/28, which provides information on the action taken
by the Secretarial as regards contacts with non-Contracting Parties. He pointed out the numerous correspondence sent
to these countries to Xeep them informed on ICCAT's nctivities, mectings, resolutions and' menagement
recommendations adoptad, ete. He made particular mention of the incrzased colleboration of Algeria, Argentina,
Barbados, Bermuda, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Dominicean Republic, Greece, italy, Malta, Mexico, St. Helena, St. Lucia,
Senegrl, Taiwan, Turisia, Turkey and Irsland. He indicated that there has been growmg interast in the Commission's
work and an increase in the inquiries about ICCAT membership. :

11.2 The Executive Secretary reported an his visit to Teiwan during 1994 at the invitntion of the Taiwaness
authorities and he reiteratsd Taiwan's willingness to continue cunpe.rahng in TCCAT'q work and to comp]y with ail
the Regulations adopted by the Commission,

'11.3 In referring to collaboration with other internatiops! fisheries orpanizations, the Executive Secretary made
special mention of the close working refationghip maintained with FAO, He slso expressed appreciation to the European
Unijon and reiterated the successful work accomplished by the Ad Hoc GFCM/CCAT Working Group Meeting held
this year. The Executive Secretery also noted the collaboration with JATTC, CCSHT and CARICOM. - g

. 11.4 The 1.8, Delegate observed that the catches by non-Contracting Parties was the most serimm pmhlam faced
by the Commission. He indicated that a solution to this problem is essential to ensure proper conservation of the
resources under ICCAT's mandaie. He indicated that the developments of the U.N. Conference were very ancouraging.
He stressed the need of inviting those non-Contracting Parties that fish in the Convention Ares ta becoma mambers
of ICCAT and if not, Hsklug them to voluntarily comply with ICCAT's conaarvuhcn NEasures. :

11.5 The Delegate of Japan also shared the views expressed by the U.S. and’ appreclatad all the actions Saken by
the Secretariat as regards the non-Contracting Parties. He hehieved that the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
Program was a positive step towards assuring the collaboration of non-Centracting Parties, as indicated from the results
reported at the Permanent Working Granp far the Improvenieit of ICCAT Statistics snd Conservation Measures. As
a result of this Program, many statistics becdme available, However, he recognized that ICCAT still bas a lot of work
to be dane as regards the fishing activities of non-Contracting Parties fishing in ¥CCAT Convention waters, ICCAT
hac only frapmental information on their actual fishing activities. He therefore urged that the Resojution to Ensure
Compliance with ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures, drafted by the Permanent Wﬁrkmg Group, be
ndopled by the ‘Commissian, in order to have d mechanism to collect such information.
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11.6 The Chairman shared the concerns expressad by several delegations and noted that it was most important
that these non-Contracting Parties become participating members of JCCAT. He indicated that this would have an added
economic benefit in that more funds would be available to assure that ICCAT has adequate, qualified staff and the
financial resources ta continue its important work. He requested that a resalution on this matter be adopted by the
Commission,

11.7 The Delegnte of France expressed full agreement that these fishing countries becoms full members of the
Commission and hence he under an obligation to cooperate and comply with the regulatory meusures. o

Item 12, Presentation and contents af the national reports

12.1 A request was made by the [nfractions Committes and then Jater expanded that the national reports presented
ta the Commission include all aspects of information, such as statistical data, implementation of ICCAT
recommendations, monitoring of inspection and enforcement activities, stc.

12.2 The Chairman of the Infractions Committee, Mr. A. I. Peaney (South Africa) noted that, although the
contents to be included were not agreed upon, many of the national reparts presented this year did indead contain
considerable information on severzl aspects which was of great value to the Infractions Committee and to the
Commission.

12.3 The Secretarint informed the Commission that some of the national reports presented at the SCRS also
inclnded the information indicated in the gnidclines developed by the Infractions Committes. These included Brazil,
Canada, Japan, 17_S., and Uruguay, while Spein had presented a complete report, soparate from their national report
submitted at the SCRS.

12.4 The Delegate of Spain indicated that his country had followed the guidelines presented last year for the
national reparts which included several sections: Description of the fisheries, application' of measures on swordfisk,
ICCAT Port Inspection, updating of the list of ICCAT inspectors, and application of the ICCAT Blvefin Tuna
Statistical Document Program. He encouraged the Contracting Parties to make available to ICCAT the information
needed for the Commission to carry out s work. ' ' T
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FOURTH PLENARY SESSION - .
December 1, 1994

Ttem 10. Large-scale driftnet fishing and iis effects on tuna stocks (Confinued)

10.1 The Dealegate of Spain had presented a proposed Rasolution in favor of the immediate prohibition of
driftnets. He did so considering that very strong ressons exist: the unnecessary cost to the environment, the lack of
selentivity, the unnecessary mortality, the difficulties in effective coutrul the da.nge.r represented to navigation ind the
serious socio-economic consequences and problems of cohabitation derived from the incompatibility of driftnets with
traditional, ecclogically sound, fishing gears.

10.2 The Spanish Delegatioe noted, however, with sadness and disillusion, that the propased Resalution did not
have the necessary suppart ta go forward, For this reason, it was withdrawn, However, he maintained that his country
waould continue to maintain its position in all. fora, for reasons which ars set out in the "Memorandum by Spﬂln on
Diriftnets”, which states the Spanish position and the TeRsons behind it (mcludud as Altachment 4 fo the Proceedings
of the Fourth Plenary Session).

10.3 The Delegate of Spain hoped that ICCAT would fulfill the obligations which it had accepted, of intense
monitoring and evaluation of the jmpact of driftnets, and that this tapie wnuId be rm:ed at the 1995 Comxmssmn
‘Meeting. . o

10.4 The U.5. Delegate appreciated the statement by the Spanish Delegate and shared the concerns expressed.
He noted that the moratorium on large-scale driftet fishing was a serious issue, and that enforcement of the U.N.
Resolutions was very important, Supporting the Spanish concern, the U, 5 Delegaie propused t]:mt tha, prublem be
studied by the Commission. in great depih, o o

10.5 The U,S. Delegation presenled a draft Resolution on Large Scale Pelagic Driftaet Fishing, in support of
the TU.N. Resolutions of 44/225, 45/197 and 46/215 cn this matter, and stated that ICCAT should take the future action
necessary.

10.6 The Delegate of France expressed support for the U.S, proposed draft Resolution. Ha pointed out that the
discussions clearly showed, without any ambignity, the French albacore fishery was not affected by the United Nations
Resnlutions.

10.7 The Delegate of Spain pointed out that he conld not accept the interpretation given by the French delegate
in relation to the discussions, since it was evideat from these disenssions that the drifinet fleats, including the French
flest, were using nets that were longer than 3 km which, iz his opinion, contravense the United National Resohitions.

10.8 The Delegate of Cenada also expressed strong support for the U.S. draft Resolution and for the U.N.
Resolutions,

10.9 The Delegate of Japaz also supported the draft Resolution proposed by the U.5. He stated that his country
used to be one of the largest pelagic driffnet fishing natians an the high seas of the Pacific. However, Japan accepted
the U.N. Resplutons and had prohibited al] large-scale high seas drifinet fisheries, which hava besn banned since the
end of 1992, at grest sacrifice to the fishermen. He believed that if the impact of driftmets os the natural environment
is found to be acceptahble, he hoped that this fishery could be resumed as provided by the U.N. Resolution. At the same
time he believed that all such restrictive actions should be taken on the basis of scientific evidence only.

10.10 The proposed Resolution was adopted by the Commission and is attached as Annex 5.
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" FINAL PLENARY SESSION
' December 2, 1594

Item 11. Collaboratipn of Non-Contracting Parties in the Objectives of ICCAT

11.1 The Commission noted that this Agendu itom had boen discussed in depth at the PWG meeting and
concurred with =!] the Recommendations and Resoluttons that were forwarded hy the PWG to the Commission for
udoption (see Agends Item 14). '

Ttem 13. Report of the Infractions Committee

13.1 The Report of the Infractions Committee was presented to the Commission by the Chairman, Mr. A. J.
Penney (South Africa). The Commission reviewed the Report and thanked the Chairman and the members of the
Committee for the progress made. The Commission adopted the Report and endorsed all the recommendations included
therein {attached as Annex 4).

Ttem 14. Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Tmprovement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation
Measures (PWG)

14,1 The Acting Chairman of the Permanent Working Group (PWG), Mr. A. Donahue'(Canads), presented the
Report of the PWG. He stated that the report was the product of very hard work carried out by the members since its
second meeting in Tokyo, in April 1994, and including the present session, which involved many late night meetings.
The Group drafied many Recommeadations and Resclutions concerning trade, the fishing activities of non-Contracting
Pasties, and improvements to the JCCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program. ; ’

14.2 The PWG Chairman reported that the most importfunt achievement was that the Working Group agreed on
a Recommendation to allow Contracting Parties to take action against countries which did not comply with the
regutations recommended by the ICCAT. This Resolution Concerning an Action Plan to Ensure Effectiveness of the
Conservative Program for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna was reviewed by the Commission and formally adopted (attached as
Annex 7).

14,3 The PWG Chairman further reported that there was a seres of proposed resolutions concerning the
interpretation of the terminclogy used previously both in the recommendations and in the procedural aspects of their
application. (The Resolution adapted is attached as Arinex 8).

14.4 Other Resolutions, such as that eoncerning the Effective Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Dacument Program {Annex %), Coordination with non-Contracting Parties (Annex 10), Fishing in the
Mediterrenean during Spawning Months (Annex 11), the Agreement o Promote Compliance with International
Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Sews (Annex 12), Compliance with the
ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures {Annex 13), and Vessel Monitoring (Annex 14), were alsa adopted
by the Commission. '

14.5 The Acting Chairman of the PWG reported that the Group had examined the application for & full waiver
of the Statistical Dacument Program from New Zealand and Australia. The Group’s decision was that southern bluefin
tuna, when exported by these countries, does not require an accompanying document, tmt that all northern bluefin tuna,
even when caught in the Pacific, should be accompanied by a Statistical Document. It was recommended that
government validation should be watved for these countries. The Commission endorsed these decisions.

14.6 The Delegate of the U.S. congratulated all the members of the PWG for achieving such an historic step
towards the ohjective of solving the problems of non-compliance of ICCAT Reguiations by non-Contracting parties,

which undermines the effectiveness of the Commission's conservation measures.

©14.7 The Delegate of Spain congratulated the Chairmun, Rapporteurs and all the participants of the Working
Group. At the same time he asked that the reservations expressed by Spain about holding PWG meetings on a bi-annual
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basis be recorded. He noted thet most of the issuss referred to the Group have been reviewed in depth at the two recent
meetings and that matters such as problems of dats evaluation could wait until the 1985 Commission Meeting. The
Spanish Delegate further commented that there would be some financial problems involved in participating in a meeting
next spring. At the same time, he noted that as the issues were very complicated, the holiling of the meeting in English
only has caused many problems for the Spanish participants. Hence Spain requested that interpreters he aveilable at
the next sessicn.

14.B The Executive Secretary considered that the request by Spain was reasonable since the Commission’s official
lanpuages are English, French and Spanish. At the same time be comemented that holding an extra meeting during the
next annual meeting would require renting another conference room and more fupding for 1ranslation.

14.9 The Delegate of Portugal congratulated the parficipents for accomplishing such tremendous work,
particularly the Chairman, Rapporteurs, Secretariat staff and the Assistant Bxecutive Secretary. She noted that the
Regolution on trade messures on 4 multi-lateral basis way 4 mile stone, She slso concurted with the Spanisk proposal
of having anly one PWG mesting per year.

14.10 The Delegate of France congratulated the Group and at the same time felt it would be most appropriate
that the next meeting of the PWG be held at the time of the angual meeting.

14.11 There was 2 consensus that the next meeting of the PWG should be held a few days prior to, aml.at the
same place, as the 1995 Commission meeting, with simultaneous translation.

14.12 The Reports of the Second Meeting of the Permanent Working Group (Tokyo, April 1994) and the Third
Meeting of the PWG (Madrid, November 1994} were adopted by the Commission and are attached as Annexes 15 and
18, respectively,

Ttem 15, Reports of Panels 1 to 4, and possihle new regulations to be congidered

15.1 The Report of Penel 1 was presented to the Commission by its Chairman, Dr. L. Kaffi {Cote d'Tvaire). The
Commission thanked the Chairman and the membars of the Panel for the sxcallent work carried ont.

15.2 The Report of Panel 1 was reviewed and adopted by the Commission. It is attuched as Annex 17 to the
Proceedings. : . :

15.3 Since the Draft Reports of Panels 2, 3 and 4 became available towards the end of the last Plenary Session,
thers was not empugh time to reopen the Panels to study and adopt the reports before submitting them to the
Commission Plenary. Therefore, the Commission decided to adopt Penels 2, 3 and 4 Reports through correspondence.
On the other hand, the Commission noted that the Recommendations on varions regulatory measures drafted by these
Panels have already been apreed upon by the Panels and had been forwarded to the Commission for consideration. The
Reports of Panels 2, 3 and 4 are attached as Annex 17,

- 15.4 The Commission studied and adopted twa Rezommendations on regulatory measures of Atlantic bluefin tuna
which were submitted by Panel 2: (1) the Recommendation by ICCAT for the Mansgement of Bluefin Tuna Fishing
in the Eastern Atlantic Qcean and Mediterranean Sea (attached as Annex 18); and {2} the Recommendution by I[CCAT
-for the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Western Atiantic Ocean (attached as Annex i9).

13.5 The Commission also reviewsd and adopted a Recommendation for the Management of Soulk Atlantic
Albacore, presentsd by Panel 3. This Recommendation is attached as Annex 20,

| 15.6 T.ht:. Commisﬁon also stndied and adopted a Recommendation for the Mapagement of Atlantic Swordfish
presented by Panel 4 (aitached as Annex 21).

15.7 Since all these management Recommendations were reviewed and adopted by the Commission, it was
depided that.the Secretarint chould forward these Recommendations to the Contracling Parties and to the non-
Contmcting Parties, for confirmation and information purposes, actwithstanding that the Proceedings of this Session
have yet to be approved through correspondence, and since these Recommendations had been studied by the Panels
and were available in three lJanguages at the time they were adopted by the Commission Plenary.
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Ttem 16. Matters relative to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and.
Fauna (CITES)

16.1 The Executive Secralary noted that since the Tentative Agenda was prepared, there had heen a considersble
number of changes in the situation with regard to CITES. The Commission's comments on the criteria for listing
endangered species in the CITES Appendices, which were sent to the CITES General Secretary on December 31, 1993,
are included as Annex 22. The Comnussion thanked Mr. J. 5. Beckeit (Canada) for taking the initiative to draft these
comments, as well as the Secretariat and scientists who alse worked on them.

16.2 The Commission also expressed its satisfaction that the Secretariat had kept the CITES Secretariat informed
of all the sciendfic findings of the Commission concerning Atlantic bluefin tuna stock conditions, as well as all the
management measuras adopted by the Commission in relation to this species.

16.3 The Commission also received a Repart on the results of the Ninth Conference of Contracting Parties of
CITES (Fort Lauderdale, November, 1994) fram Mr. I. 5. Beckett, whao attended the Confercnee as part of the
Canadian Delegation and was authorized to represent ICCAT. The summarized repnrt received from Mr. Beckett is
attached as Annex 23. :

16.4 The Executive Secretary, summarizicg the report received from Mr. Beckett, commented that CITES is
requesting, from FAQ end other international regional agencies, including ICCAT, the resclis of shark research and
trade data.

16.5 The Delegate of Japan noted that after the proposal made by Sweden during the Eighth Conference of the
Parties to CITES (Kyato, 1992) to Hat Atlantie bluefin tuns in the CITES Appendices, the ICCAT's interest in CITES
has heen increasing. The ICCAT Contracting Parties have endeavored for a number of years to conserve and manage
Aflantic bluefin tuns on a scientifie hasis. Regarding the conservation and management of this species, Japan'noted that
the ICCAT position has besn that it can be most effectively done by ICCAT, a hody that has more scienufic
gualifications on the matter, therefore rgjecting CITES possible regulations as unnecessary and inadegnate. The
Delepate of Japan noted that during the Ninth Conference of the Parties to CITES (Forl Lauderdale, 1994), no proposal
ta list bluefin tupa was presented, although there is a movement among a number of countries to include Atlantic
bluefin tuna in the CITES Appendices. Therefore, Japan feels that it is necessary to watch closely any future
developments on this matter.

16.6 The Delegate of Jupan added that ICCAT's activities are not oaly vestricted to bluefin tuna but ta the
conservation‘and management of other species for which it has competence. She added that ICCAT collects scientific
information, and if necessary it has the obligation to establish conservation and manegement measures. Therefore,
Japan is of the opinion that ICCAT must oppose any movement that arises to list any species of ICCAT competenee
'in the CITES Appendicas, '

16.7 The Delegata of Japan informed the Commission that at the Ninth CITES Conference, new criteria for listing
species in‘the Appendices were adopted. She indicated that several points of these new criteria should be appraised,
in particular, that of 2 praposal for listing species under the jurisdiction of other intergovernmental organizations to
consult un the proposat beforehand, and for the proponents to take account of organizntions’ views for submitting the
prapasal,

16.8 'The Delegate of Japan further noted that, in principle, CITES is in charpe of only one aspzact of wildlife
conservation, which ig the regulation of trade. For the conservation and mansgement of wildlife, including marine
species, measures to control direct catch should be first designed and introduced: She added that those who hava taken
such measures should, if necessary, consider teking trade measures as complementary” actio’s. The ICCAT bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document Progzam is a pioneering example of what fsheries management should be in the future. This
is an instance of an imlernatiosal fisheries management organization that, while taking conservation and menagement
measures, endeavars to supervise through trade monitoring the fishing activities of those that hinder ICCAT
conservetion measures. In this sense, il will be necessary to make all possibie efforts in order that this system is
effectively enforeed. :

16.9 The Delegate of the U.S.A. obsarved that shark research is a very delicate issue and should be treated with

preat care, He emphasized that the monitoring of shark statistics by regional agencies such as the ICCAT was very
important a5 sharks were known to be 4 by-catch species, according to past ICCAT studies.
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16.10 The Delegute of Fapsn stated that in the futuge, ICCAT should assure that, if any movement appears to
try to list blucfin tuna, or other species that were under its compstence, the points of the new criteria mentioned above
are secured, She fusther stated that, in case such  proposal was put forward, Contracting Parties should make efforts
in line with the two CITES related ICCAT Resolutions adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting so that ICCAT’s
opinicns are thoroughly reflected ut CITES.

, .16.11 The delegate of Spain, noting the 1rﬁp0i'té£ce of shark research, stated that ICCAT had decided since Jast
year to collect shark data, and suggested that the Commission collaborafe with other argenizations in this respect. As
1ICCAT’s mandate is limited to the species listed in its Convention, the Cunmussmu s aclivities relating to sharks may
be limited ta the assembly of statistics available at the national level and in malting these availsble to other international
prganizations.

16.12 The SCRS Chairman stated that this is exactly what the SCRS was doing, He hoped that the SCRS would
be able to collect more specific data, including bialogical data, in collaboration with other organizations.

16.13 The U.S. Delegate believed that. pelagic sharks are taken as a by-catch of tuna fisheries. He understond
that the Commission had not addressed its role in the manapement of Atlantic sharks, but behe.\fezl that the SCRS could
be the most competent hody for stock assessment of sharks but if the proper data were collected. It is logical, since
pelagic shark catches oecuc in the ather fisheries that ICCAT managss, that the next stage would be to evaluate the
stack conditions of pelagic sharks. He emphasized that stock assessment and management of pelagic sharks would have
to he carried out internaticnally in the near future and hence the Commission should address this prublem as there wis
an urgent need for the collection of data and management of sharks.

16.14 The Delegate of Spain felt that there would be a problem of competence. He ohserved that the International
Council for Exploration of the Sea (JCES) has recently established a committes to study sharks. Therefors, be
requested that ICCAT obtain information on the terms of reference of this group, as well as its ubjective;alla_;.rid
procedures. When more was known about the new ICES group, ICCAT would be able fo decide how to prdcs_:ediﬁs
regards this issue. ' o

16.15 The Delegate of the U.S. referred to the SCRS discussion concerning the establishment of 2 Working
Group on by-Catches and weleomed the increase in the SCRS efforts to collect data on sharks, and sugpested that the
Commission discuss shark management at its naxt meating.

16.16 With regard to shark management and data collection, the Dalegate of Japan noted that to set forth
ICCAT's competence as an international fisheries management organization, and to avoid being sxposed (¢ negative
criticism reparding the management of shark resources, it was necessary to respond propely to these requests.

» 16.17 The Delegate of Japan indicated that shark specu.b are distributed not only in the Atllmuc Oeean but alsu
throughnut the world’s coeans. Because of this, it is highly desirable that considerations ou consawahnn and
management should be vundertaken globally by an organization, such as FAQ, with the support of other international
bodies, such as ICCAT. Therefore, ICCAT skould keep close contact with FAG in adchtmn to CITES. Also, since
shark spscies ars mumy {about 350 different species) and the ecalogy of those species i dlf’ferant many thmgs ramam
enknown concerning the basic kmowledge of cach species’ ecology, the status of their resources and the need to
establish measures for their conservation. Therefore, ICCAT may desm it necessary to determine which species are
of concern. ICCAT should not farpet that CITES seeks information on all sharks, not only pelagic, bat nfsc: cclastal
and in-shore shark species.

16 18 The Delegate of Japan further noted that if ICCAT limits itself to respond fo CITES” request by pmwdmg
data, the possibility exists that those data may he used inappropriately by those who advocate [151mg sharks in t.’ne
CTTES Appendices. Therefore, it is necessary to prepare to be able to respond appropriately in case the listirig of
.sharks is proposed, by starting research on the situation of the shark resource, etc., and cunstde.r 85 Decessary, the
establishment of management programs, etc,

16.19 After hearing all these comments, the Commission endorsed the p'ulici'r_ previously presented by the SCRS
on the coilection of data on funa by-catches, and agresd that a discussion of ICCAT's role in the management of
pelagic sharks should be on the Agenda for the 199§ mesting,

16.20 The Commission requested that the Secrenmnt contact ICES reparding this new]y furmed sharks cmmmttee
and reporl its findings before the next Commission meenng
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Item 17. Recommendations concerning research and statistics

17.1 The Commizsion noted that seversl recommendations concerning research and statistics had been forwarded
by the SCRS Chairman, Dr. Z. Suzuki, during his presentation of the Committee's Report. Tha Commission alse noted
that the Recommendations. concerning stack management had been carefully studied'and reiterated by the Panels,
whereas the STACFAD reviewed those recommendations that have finaneial implications. The Commission endorsed
all the recommendations made by the SCRS.

17.2 Fhe SCRS Chairman, while indicating his sppreciation to the Commission for its support to the Committes,
expressed concern that the precautionary approach which the SCRS proposed for the management of various tuna stocks
had regrottably not heen followed by the Commission.

17.3 The SCRS Chairman then referred to the relationship betwsen non-Contracting Parties and Contracting
Parties. He notedl thal the fishing activities of non-Contracting Parties had heen blamed for the failure of regulatory
measures, but pointed out that the Contracting Parties should be the first to abserve the mles.

17.4 The SCRS Chairman proposed to the Comrmission the SCRS plan to simplify the methed of reporting to the
Commission next year. He proposed that the SCRS and Commission meetings be held separatsly, rather than
consecutively, with a cerfain amount of time betwesn both meetings to allow the Commission more time to study and
understand the results of the seientific resenrch carzied out by the SCRS,

17.5 The Delegate of Spain expressed full support for the separation of the SCRS and Commission meetings.

17.6 The SCRS Chairmen noted that the proposed Tuna Symposium had been presented and studied in dapth by
the Committee. The proposal received the full support of scientists although it was felt that there was too little time
to organize such an event for 1995. He stated that the Committee, in order to maximize the effectiveness of ths
Symposium, had established a Steering Comumities to study the proposal carefully and develop a final plan and budyget,
including the invitation of non-Atlantic scientists. Dr Suzuki commented that the provisional cost of the meeting
estimated by the Cammities was twice the amount tendalively estimated by the Executive Secretary. The Committee
alsn decided to seek external funding, including from the private sector (industry, ete.)

17.7 The Commission Chairman expressed his full support for the Symposium, He understood the difficulties
in bolding the Symposiom in 15393, due to Jogistical and financial difficulties. He requested that the SCRS prepare a
datailed budget 1o be presented at the (995 Commission Meeting. He assured the SCRS that sufficient funds would
be made available to hold the Symposium in 1996,

17.8 The 1994 SCRS Report was adopted by the Commission together with the recommendations contained
therain and is attached as Annex 25.

Iem 18, Repert of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD)

18.1 Smce the STACFAD session had only been concluded the previous eveming, and the Committee had had
no chance to adopt the report, it was agreed that the STACFAD Report would he adopted through carrespondence.
However, ote copy (in English) of the draft version of the report was distributed to the Head Delegate of each of the
participating countries. The Szeretariat was requested to maoke the translations available as soon as poss:ble, for
distribution to the respective comntries for epproval. The STACFAD Report is attached as Annex 24.

Item 18, Adoption of the 1995 budget and member country contributions

19,1 Although the STACFAD did not adopt its entire Report, it did review and recommend the budget for 1953
and the caleulations of the member country contributions for adaption by the Commission. The Comimission formally
adopted the 19595 Budgst as well as the. 1985 member country Contributions (Table 1 and 2 {o Apnex 24).

19.2 Thus, the Commission instructed the Secretariat to consider the Budpat and contribution taB]es f&:mm]ly

adopted and could, therefore, proceed to request the contributions, notwithstanding the final adaption of the STACFAD
Report in its entirety by the Commission through correspondence.

45



ICCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (IJ

Item 20. Confirmation of Siaff Regulations and Rules i

. 20.1 The adopted STACFAD Report was not available at the time of the Plenary. However, the Commission duly
noted the discussions which had taken place concerning the Staff Regulations and Rules, proposed by the Executive
Secretary. It also noted that the Commitiee recommended that the Stnff Regulations nod Rules be applied. on 2
provisional basis for znother year, until the 8TACFAD had an opportunity 1o review these fully in 1995, The
Commission also endorsed the recammendation of the Committes that Article 33 of these Staff Repulations and Rules
not be applied ta the Secratariat staff in 1995,

IItem Z1. Vessel tracking and catch reporting system

. 21,1 The Delegate of the U, 8. reported that this subject bad been discussed by the Permanent Working Group
for the Improvement, of ICCAT Statislics und Conservation Measures and it was agreed to hold a meeting on this
subject during the inter-sessianal period. The U.S. offered to host this meeting in Seattle,

.+ 21.2 The Delegate of Japan welcamed the agreement reached hy the Permanent Working Group and thanked the
U.,S, for its offer to host the mesating, -

21.3 The Executive Secretacy confirmed that the 1995 Commission Budgel proposed by him did not include funds
to cover snch a meeting nor for Secretariat staff participation. Hence, the host government would have to assume the
meeting, expenses, as well as the expenses of the Secrefariat staff to attend such a mesting, should it be necessary.

_mm_‘zi. Reports of subsidiary bodies appointeﬂ hy the Commission for the meeting
| . 2‘2.1 Tﬁé.relwerc no special subsidiary bodies ﬁppointed by iﬁe_.CDmmission far this year’s meeting.
‘[tem 23, Date and place of. the next regular meeting of the Commissiva

23.1 The Delegate of Spain indicated that the work of the Commission was getfing out of hand and that the SCRS
Report had bacome so large that it required some time to review and apalyze sach and every proposal, instead of the
very limited time availabie at present, which makes it very difficult for the Comrmssion participants to reach rigorous
decisions based on the scientific conclusions. Therefore, he proposed that there be an interval of at feast 2 week to 10
days betwesn the SCRS Meeting and the Commission Meeting.

. 23.2 Aprecing with this; the Chairman further proposed that meetings of snbsidiary badies of the Commission
be held on Friday and Saturday of the week preceding the Opening of the Commission Meeting (e.g. the Infractions
Commitiee, the PWG and perhaps STACFAD), He added that simultapeous translation should be provided for these
meshings.

23.3 The SCRS Chairman mentioned that the scientific committee was planring to prepare two separate reports,
40 executive summary to be presented to the Commisgion, and a scientitic record (background document) as a reference
of the assessment methods applied. He noted that the Committea had established an advisory group to Lhe SCRS
Chairman whose. terms of reference were to establish & new format for a hetter reporting system. He also feli that a
one-week geparation between the Commission and SCRS meetings wag insufficient.

23.4 The Delegate of France fully agreed with the proposals made by the Delegate of Spain and the Commission
Chairman, and supported the SCRS Chairmen’s view that one week was not enouph time between the two meetings.
He further suggested the use of communication systems {such as E-mail, fax, stc.) to transmit to the Commmission
during this period any proposed drafts of resolutions and recommendations.

... 23.5 The Delegate of Cannda agrew to separate the two meetings but also noted that one week was not sufficient
ttme to apalyzs the scientific findings and discuss solutions with industry people. He preferred at least a three-week
miterval between the two meetings, particularly considering the time needed for the distribution of the Report by mail.
He nlso agreed to extend the Commission’s meeting period by two extra working days.

23.6 The Delegete of Japan, sgreeing with Canada, stated that givén the prdl;;lems of distance and laﬁguage,.it

would definitely require more than a wesk to raview the SCRS Report, and suggested a period of at [east two, and
possibly thrze, weeks batwean meetings.
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23,7 The Delegate of the U.5. hus also expressed the view that the separetion of the two meetings would nol
cause any problem for his country and that he fully supported the extension of the Commission meeting by two days.

23,8 The Delepates of Portugal end South Africa were also i favor of these proposals.

23.9 The Delegate of Venezuela proposed & mimimum of six weeks hetween the two meetings. He stated that for
developing countries, two weeks were not enoigh, due to the difficulties in sending a scientist to the SCRS, and the
possibility of delay in receiving the SCRS Repart hy correspondence.

23.10 The Delegate of Morocco commentad that the seprration of the twe meetmg:,a would pose an extra financial
burden on developing countries, as participants had to make twa trips,

23.11 The U.S. Delegate suggested the possibility of transmitting the SCRS Report to the Contracting Parties
by electronic mail. The Executive Secretary noted that while sending the SCRS Report by airmuil was very expensive,
the electronic mail system may not be able to accommodate the entire Report and also there were many countries where
such a system was not available.

23.12 The Executive Secrelary further stated that although the additional cost for the two extra days could cause
some financial problem, since this was not included in the budget, there would be no difficulty in renting the meeting
room for two more days, as the conference room is even now booked for a least two days before the meeting starts.
Since the budgetary repercussions would not be very great in relation to the total budget, he further noted that there
are generally extra-budgetary income from observer fees, and volustary contributions, such ss the US$10,000 received
from Taiwan this vear that could be opplied to cover the expenses for the two extra meeting days.

23.13 The Chairman concluded that there was & consensus on separating the meetings of Commission and SCRS
as well as on extending the Commissian meeting by two days.

23.14 The Delegate of South Africa stated that af the 1993 Commission Meeting his country bad extended a
tentative invitetion to the Commission to bold its 1995 meeting in Socuth Africs. He regretted that gt present, his
conatry was ohliged to withdraw {lus invitation due to various internal difficulties. He hupf:d that his c(mntr}' would
be in the position to extend the invitaticn again somme time in the future.

23.15 Finally it was agreed that the SCRS would hold its 1995 meeling in Madnd Spain, from October 9 through
13, 1995, and following an approximate four-week time lapse, the meetings of the subsu:hary hodies of the Commission
will be held in Madrid on Movember 10 and 11, 1995, It was also agresd that November 12 would be sel aside to
celehrate ICCAT’s 25th enniversary. The Plenary Sessious of the Fourteenth Regilar Meeting of the Commission w1I1
b held from November 13 through 17, 1993, also in Madrid,

Item 24, Other matters

4.1 The observer from New Zealand, representing the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna (CCSBT} addressed the Commission, and referred to a docwment circulated sarlier, which explains the function
of this new Commission. He expressed his wish to collaborate fully with ITCCAT. He pointed out that Japan was also
a member of the CCSBT and 1 member of TCCAT and that any technical questions might be best answered by the
Japanese Delegate.

24.2 The Delepate of Tapan referred ta Document COM/94/28 on the relation between JCCAT and CCSBT. He
considered that as southern blusfin tuna was distributed throughout the three oceans, it was desirable to manage the
whole stock as a unit., Also he stressed that the CCSBT was completely open to new members., He reaffirmed the
mvitation extended to ICCAT to attend, in an ohserver capacity, the next meeting of CCSBT, scheduled to be held in
Tokyo, in luly or Angust, 1995,

24.3 The Delegate of Japan further noted that both organizations should be encouraged to exchange relevant
information on fishery datn and results of stock management. He added that the CCSET was considenng the
introduction of a Statistical Document Program i the future, but for the time haing the Commission was pleased to
have this program started by ICCAT. The CCSBT asked for the collaboration of ICCAT by providing information from
(e experience pained through the Statistical Document Frogram.

47



ICCAT REPORT,:1894-95 {1}

24.4 The Delegate of Spain reported that the annual mesting of the Commission for the Canservation-of Antarctic
Marne Living Resources (CCAMLR) had taken place recently and that longline by-catch had been eritically reviewed.
He reported that the CCAMLR requested the other international organizations to take account of this problem and take
some actions. As the Delegate of Spain was also representing CCAMILR at this ICCAT Meeting, he felt it was his duty
to report on this subject and hence provided the document prepared by CCAMLR to the Commission. He noted with
pleasure that this document had already been presented and studied by the SCRS Sub-Committee on Environment and
that the scientists had already given considerable attention to it.

24.5 The Delepats of Japan stated the stance and philosophy of the Tapanese implementation of the Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document Program. The statement by Japan on the implementation of this Progrem for fresk products is
included as Attachment 5 to the Proceedings of the Final Plenary Session.

Item 25. Adoption of Report *

23.1 The Proceedings of the First, Second and Third Plenary Sessions of the Commission, the Report of the
Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Messures (PWG), the Report
of the Infractions Committee, the Report-of Panel 1, all the Resolutions and Management Recommendations; as well
as the 1995 Budget and member country contributions, were presented in the three official languages, and after
introducing soms minor corrections, these were adopted by the Commission. The Commission agreed to adopt the
Proceedings oftthe Fourth and Final Plenary Session through correspondence.

25.2 It was noted that the adoption of the text of the STACFAD Report and the Reports of Panels 2, 3 and 4
were also-pending fina! appravat by the Commission through correspondence. It was reiterated that ull the Resolutions
and Recommendations presented by these groups have been adopted by the Commission and can bz put inte-effact.

Ttem 26, A‘djnurhment

26.1 Thke Chairman of the Commission stated that in the 25 years of ICCAT meeting, he had been involved in
the last 14. He moted that this was probably the most difficult and most complex session he had ever experienced, He
believed that the Commission plays, and must continue to play, & very important role on the international stape. He
thanked gll the partlc:pants mterpreters and ICCAT Secretariat, .

26.2 The Delepate of U.S. thanked the: Commission Chairman and the Seeretariat and also cungratulated the
delepates on the historic progress made,

26.3 The Delegate of Japan agreed with U.5. and commended the Chairman and the Sex.retanal for the
remarkable progress mads in the work of ICCAT,

* - 26.4 The Delepates of South Africa, Fraoce and Spein all supparted these comments and expressed the.lr grantm:le.
to the Chairman, Delegates JInterpreters and t]:le -Secretariat staff.

"o ox - . R ALY

1 26.5: 'The 1994 Mmhng of the- Cnmmjssmn was adjourned on December'2. - !

* As of Nuyember 13, 1995, the Proceedings of the Ninth Sperin] Meeting of the Commissien were adopted in their catirety.
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ATTACHMENT 1-A

OPENING ADDRESS
BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION, '
DR. A. RIBEIRO LIMA
(attached to Proceedings of the First Plenary Session)

Mr. Secretary General of Maritime Fisheries of Spain,
Delegates,
Good morning all,

Once again it is my great pleasurc to declare open the sessions of this Ninth Special Mesting of ICCAT.
1 appraciate the presence of so many gualified members of the Delegations of the Contracting Parlies and should
like to teiterats my intention of proving myself worthy of the trust which you have pluced in me, by havmg
reelected me as Chairinan of this Commission for a further two years.

I should also like to thenk the observers from otber countries snd organizations for attending and thus
repewing their interest in ICCAT mctivities.

Delepates: For the past year, the activitieg carried out by ICCAT have been particularly positive, as a result
of the Resolutions and Recommendations which we have adopted at mesetings over the last two years,

The ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Dacument Program is being fully implemented, and is already praviding
ugeful informeticn and, which is perhaps even more noteworthy, arousing the curicsity and interest of some non-
member countries in relation to the whole issne of tuna conservation in the Convention Area. Furthecmore, the
Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures, estzblished 1n
1592 as an instrument to monitor that Program, has held two important meetings during the year, cne of them only
yesterday, the resulls and proposals of which will be examined by the Commission with great interest.

ICCAT scientifie activities have also been intense. In addition to the normal meetings to assess the stocks
of species under our mandate, seversl inter-sessional meetings took place:

- in Sukarrieta (Spain)-on Albacors

- in Brest (France) on age/growth relations

- in Tamandaré (Brazil) on sbundance indices

- and in Fuenpirola (Spain) on large pelagic fish, topether W1th the General Flshenas Couneil for
the Meaditerranean.

During the first three months of this year, the group of scientists led by Mr. James Beckett, updated the
report on bluefin tuna stocks in the Atlantic and the initiatives adopted far their conservation. This report was sent
to the CITES Secretariat (Gensva) and to the US Fish and Wildlife Service in Washington, and 1 understand that
its contents have helped to counter opinions in favor of including bluefin tuna in the CITES Appendices. I should
also like to congratulate the ICCAT Secretariat for their efficiency and timeliness with which they have handled
this delicate matter.

At the heginning of last July, when the Agenda for the current sessions was being prepared, 1 submitted to
the Head Delegates a series of reflections on our activities, which 1 will briefly recall here.

Firstly, I recognized that we are not all satisfied with the state of the fisheries under our mandate. We have
certainly adopted some good Recommendations during the last quarter of 2 century, but there is something which
does not seem to work properly, when theory is pot inte practice. Historically, during the 1980s, ICCAT activities
underwent a phase of slugnation, or even regression in some aspects, although some revival has been observed
during the first third of the 19905, with the adoption of several important Recommendations and Resolutions. It
seems clear to me that thig situation will have to become more dynamic between now and the year 2000, if we
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wish to really face up 1o the responsibilities of an intergovernmental organization snch as ours, It is sufficieat tn
consider the: founded expectations which led to the sessions of the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks whick wers held this year in New York, about which the Executive
Secretary will inform us. Tt is pbvious that multi-lateralism is the ideal principle on which to tackls joiotly the
problems of conservation znd marine resource management. If ICCAT is to assume its responsibilities -some
without precedent- to solve the many problems which have arisen in its ares of competence, the principle of’
indiscriminate participation of all countries invoived seems to be hiphly advisable.

At the same time, it is becominpg more and more evident that topics related tc the conservation and
management of tunas and related species sre guestions which are also issues concerning international public
opinion, which closely foltews, and ecritically svaluates, onr operations. To be successful in our conservation and
management tasks, the scope and projection of our efforts should bscome more intsrnational, as hoth the fish and
the markets are international. Tn this sense, the need for coherence by our Governments should be repeated, by
managing stocks of largs migratory fish throughout the whole area of their migration.

We also need to fulfil our obligations as Contracting Parties: To provide the Secretariat with complete, up
to date vearly information regarding the implementation, at the national level, of the ICCAT Regulations, as well
as other sspects of our fisheries of tuna and related species. The Infractions Committee has presented same
initiatives in this respect, which the Commission will discuss, as it is essential for ICCAT to assure a reasonable
consistency and comparability smong the different national systems of conservation and management of those
TesOUrCes.

Sm:uiarly, our capacity as an intergavernmental organization must be streagthened in order to monitor,
igspect and enforce the content of all aur management measures throughout Convention Arsa. Only in this way
will we bave the necessary moral strength, individually and collectively, to insist that non-Contracting Parties and
countries that fly flags of convenience do what they must and cooperate to achieve our objectives. For example,
on the issue of large pelagic drifinets the Commission adopted, in 1591 and 1993, Resolutions supporting the
United Nations Resclutions, prohibiting the use of this gear from the 31 December 1552, and [ trust that the terms
of these Resolutions will be adhered to by all interested parties.

" Allow me to muke a further observation, in relation to the scientific foundg.i:ians on which ‘we base 'oi.i.r
decisions. We are still cammitted to making the evaluation needed to maintain viable fiskeries and susihimihh,
ecosystems. From its beginnings, the Commission has had eminent scientists on the SCRS, wha, year after year,
have been constructing & basis on which ta assess the status of the stocks under our mandate. The collection and
compilation of statisticsl and bioiogical data has also been fundamental to this process. The extraordinary progress
in fishing technology in recent years calls for an urgent updating of the traditional methods of ohtaining and
communicating s{atistical data. For example, the parametars needed to calculate catch per unit of sffective fishing
effort should be detsrmined with greater precision, with the contribution of all the means availshle to our
raspective national Administrations. The advice of the SCRS should be increasingly more precise, progressively
eliminating the inzccuracies which exist. -

Facing this considerably increased demand for ICCAT action in the coming years, we find that our executive
organ, the Secretariat of the Commission, continually lacks the resources necessary to face the responsibilities
which we ourselves place upon it. Here again we must be consistent. [f we accept the recommendations of our
subs:dmry bodies, as is the cnsiém, we ought to provide the personnel and material resources for them ta be
carned out properly. For example, we have, for several years, approved the hiring of a high- -level Biostatistician
as a permanent member of the Secretariat staff, but until naw we have not suthorized the carresponding funds
with r clenr loss of desirable efficiency. I trust that this inconsistency will be eliminated on the appmval of the
1995 budget.

Regarding the financing of the Budget, which is always less than that agreed, I am warried that the majority
of the povernments which signed the 1992 Final Act instituting the Madrid Protocol, to allow a better distribution
of the financial obligation among the Contracting Parties of the Conveation, have not yet 51gned accepted or
ratified said Protocol, despile that at the Thirteenth Regular Mesting we adopted a Reselution urging them to da
so as soon as possible. ' '

Dclegates We await, then, new and important challenges to achieve a more rational and efficient

tmanagement of the rescurces of tunas and related species, which bear iz mind the interrelations which exist
between environmental facmrs, socio-economic conditions and the size and aceessibility of th,e stocks, Reality
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shows us that the correct munagement of the fisheries translates into good business, in economic and socisl terms,
as achieving a sostaimable level of marine resources leads to the creation of equally sustainable jobs.

In a faw days, ICCAT will have completed 25 lonp years of activity. T think that, in addition to other
possible forms of commemoration, a fitting woy to celebrate the event would bs to organize the Tuna Symposinm,
proposed by Dr. Fonteneau, the scope and cantent of which we can discuss in depth. Also on this 25th Anniversary
of TCCAT, 1 should like to thank the Spanish Authorities, and especially the Secretary General of Marine
Fisheries, for the effective measures taken during the year to make possible the- relocation of the [CCAT
Headquarters o more modern and functional offices than thase presently ocoupied.

Before closing this introduetion to the topics on our Agenda, I should like to make special reference to a
person who, for the first time ie many years, will not be sccompanying us in our debates. May I ask the United
States Delegation to convey our most affectionats gresting to Mr. Carmsn Blondin, who this year finished a
brilliant cerser serving his country, and who knew how to gain the respect and consideration of all the members
of the Commission,

Thank you very much for your attention.

31



ICCAT REPORT, 19P4-%% (1)

'ATTACHMENT 1-B

R Y OPENING ADDRESS BY B L
. THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF MARITIME FISHERIES OF SPAIN,
_ MR. J. LOIRA
(attached to Proceedings of the First Plenary Session)

‘Mr. Chairman, Mr. Executive Secratary, Distinguished Delegates, Mr. Representative of lhe Europe&n
Union, Observers:

Once aguin 1 have the honor of welcoming you 1o Madrid. On this occasion, it is to participate in the wark
to be carried out during the Ninth Special Meating of the Commission. Qur periodic annual encounters, combinad
with the speed of time, tempts me to initiate these words as if no lapse of time has occurred.

Thus, "as we said vesterday” and yesterday is for us the Thirteenth Regular Meeting, held in November of
last year, let me go back to my closing remarks at the time of adjournment. At that time, I made the commitment,
in the name of the Government of Spain, to study with the maximum interest the change in the offices of the
Commission Headquarters and to do everything in my power to make such a changs possible.

Today, it gives me great satisfaction te nform you that the Spanish Government took real intersst in our
initiative and in spite of budgetary difficulties, cur Commission now has new offives,

In selecting offices, we tcok into nccount the space mecessary for all the staff that make up the ICCAT
Secretariat and the necessary logistics their work requires, such as helding meetings of experts and scieatific
meetings at the Headguarters.

The Executive Secretary as well as the Spanish Administration hoped to move to the new offices before the
meetings, to he able to celebrate the ICCAT s 25th anniversary in the new offices,

Because of the meetings held during the months of September, October and November, with all work
involved for the Becretariat, and the proximity of the current Hesadquarters to the hotel where diverse sessinns of
the meeting are being held, made in advisable to delay the move to the new offices until these meetings wers
finalized,

Next year we will have the apportunity to meeting at the new Headquarters and to celebrate adeguately such
a happy occasion,

Within the framework of important procedures, initiatad in previous years, which will have considersble
repercussion on the fishing sector on a world level and which ICCAT has supported with different Resalutions,
we should congratulate ourselvas for the adoption, at the 27th Conference of FAO, of the first binding instrument
which will form parst of the Code of Conduct far Responsibie Fishing, i.c., the Agreement to promote compliance
of the manapement and canservation measures by vessels fishing on high seag

Amnother motive for satisfaction is the adoption of the development of a Code of Conduct, via the "fast
track”. During this year, various Groups of Experts and a Techaical Consultation were held to eccelerate this
work.

The position of some countries has prevented advancing as much as was hoped, but we hope and we are
confident that these differsnces in eriteriz will be resolved and that the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing

will be a reality in the near futurs,

In the Caneun Declaration, which required so much effort on everyone's part for its adoption, lics the base
of the Code of Conduct and it would not be to our henefit if, for individual interests, we try to distort it.
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The TJ.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks held two sessions during
this year and proposed, if the General Assembly so approves, 1o hold two more sessions in 18533, in order to
conclude its work. Although the different positions are cominy together, & congensus still has not been reached.

Canvinced of the need for having these two instruments for the exercise of Responsible Fishing in ail areas
end in ail the fisheries, not only in specific small areas when a eountry may have a special interest; I make from
here, in the name of my. Government, a call for mtarnatmnal cooperation 5o that, with due respect to the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1993 and the Cancun Declaration, both processes are cancluded.

[n the same way, I encourage all the members of ICCAT to ratify the two Protocals of Amendment of the
Convention, i.e. the Paris Protocol of 1984 which will make it possible for the Burapean Union te become a
Contracting Party of the Commission, and the Madrid Pratacol of 1992. The latter will permit less favored nations
to assume Hheir responsibilities ag repards contributions to the Organization, which is the only way possible to

- stabilize and reinforce the financial status of the Commission, so that it is assured of adeguate resources to attzin
its objectives, which are alse our objectives.

As concerns the status of the tuna sand tuna-like resources in the Atlantic, we await with great interest the
results of the meetings of the Standing Committee oo Research and Statistics.

The work of this Comniiites constitutes the fundamental basis of ICCAT's work mnd its conclusions and
recommendations should orient the mational fisheries policies on tunas in the Atlantic Ocesn.

The almost general state on a wocldwide level of full exploitation and in some cases of over-exploitation
of the resources is alsc clearly reflected in some stocks of tunas in the area regulated by ICCAT.

I cannot concexl the concern of our Government over this situntion. Spain kas been adopting each and every
one of the Recommendations ndnpted by TCCAT. To apply the measures agreed, many times it has been necessary
to make great effort and sacrifice, for the socio-sconomic repercussions which these represent for a sector, such
as the fishing sector, which has grave problems.

Such costly efforts have not always reached the objectives proposed, because af the irresponsible hehavior
of some Contracting Parties. Their attitude has not only harmed a stock in decline, but has minimized the
beneficial effects that would have heen ohtained by the responsible behavior thut other Contrscting Parties have
assumed,

1 do not waat to end without vrging you to continue fighting so that the United Nations Resolutions on
driftnets are applied in the Atlantic Ocean. [t seems, and according to the report by the Secrelary General of the

United Nations, this is the last stronghold, together with the Baltic Sea and the Mediterranean Sea, where this type
of gears, which are s¢ harmful for the conservation of the resources, are used.

1 appenl to the spirit of cooperation of all of you, since it will be an essential element to aitain success in
the work yon have to carry out during these sessions and 1 wish you all a pleasant stay in Madrid.

Thank you.
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. ATTACHMENT 2

STATEMENT BY THE NEW ZEALAND MEMBER OF THE CCSBT OBSERVER
' DELEGATION ON BEHALF OF THE CCSBT
(attached to Proceedings of the First Pll:nary Session)

ICCAT hus been aware of issues surrounding the conservation of southern bluefin tuna for same years. AT
the 1993 meeting of ICCAT, Australis, New Zealand and Japan's signature of the Convention for the Conservation
of Southern Bluefin Tuna was discnssed, [CCAT members noted that there might be some gverlap of ‘competence
with respect to the conservation of southern bluefin tuna within the Atlantic Ocean. They suggested that ICCAT
and CCSBT were interested in achieving similar ends and that the two orpanizations chould coordinate- their
activities to avoid overlapping responsibilities. Thay urged representatwes of CCSET to e.slabl:sh tontact with
ICCAT to clarify thsse aspects. e

[ am happy te inform you that the presence of a CCSBT delegation to this mesting as observers as well as
the countries représents a positive responss to this call. The members of CCSBT have agreed to a paper on the
Commission for the Conservatior of Svuthern Bluefin Tunr and possible collabaration with ICCAT which we are
plessed to present to your meeting. This task has fallen to the New Zealnnd mentber of the CCIBT delegation
“ie New Zealand i the currcnt chair of CCSBT,

The CCSBT developed from the informal management arrangement that began in the early eighties between
Japan, Australin and New Zealand - the parties taking virtually the entire southern bluefin tuna catch at that time,
Sputhern bluefin tuna is & unique species which miprates through the Pacific, Indian and Atlantic Oceans,
Coordinated managsment across ths entire rangs of southern bluefin ftuna is llf.t:dﬂﬂ. to manage this considerably
depleted stock.

CCSBT does oot intend to intervene in the activities of other international organizations bl rather lo manage

the entire southern bluefin tuna stock. In doing this, it is recognized that communication witk other orpanizations,
particularly ICCAT, will be necessary to avoid duplication of manapement. effort and research.

54



U.S7 U.N. CONFERENCE

ATTACHMENT 3

- STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES ON
THE U.N..CONFERENCE ON STRADDLING FISH STOCKS AND
HIGHLY MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS
{(attached to Proceedings of the Third Plenary Session)

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The United States is optimistic about the direction the U.N. Conference on Straddling Stocks and Highly
Mipratory Species is going. It has achieved considerable momenium, and we hope there will be a successful
conclusion next year.

The work of the U.N. Conference is highly relevant to what we are doing at ICCAT. The Cnuiuwuca will set
a.mew standard for international management of pelagic species, one which ICCAT should strive now to achieve.

I would like, if I may, to take a momept to remind the Commission of a number of the general principles
which the Conference has davaloj::ad and which are embodied in the Chairman's draft Agreement for the
implementation of the provisions of the U, N. Convention on the Law of the Sea relating to the conservation and
manegement of straddling fish stocks and hlghly migratory species,

The ﬁfaft Apreemeni calls upon both coastal states and states ﬁshmg on the high seas to:

a) sdopt conservation and management measures to ensure long-term sustaingbility and promaote atilization of
straddling fish stocks and highly mipratory fish stocks;

b} ensure that such measures are based on the hast scientific evidenee available and gre designed to maintain or
rastore stocks at levels capable of producing the maxirmm sustainable yield,;

) apply the precautionary approach;

d) promote the development and use of selective, snvironmentally safe and cost-offective fishing gear and
techniques in order to minimize pollution, waste, discards, catch by lost or abandoned gear, catch of non-target
species;

&) teke into account the need to protsct bindiversity,

f) take measures to sliminate over- fishing and excess fishing capacity and to ensurs levels of ﬁstung effort do
not exceed those commensurate with the sustzingble utilization of fisheriss rasources:

) callect and share, in a timely manner, complete and aceurate data conceming fishing activitiey, inter alia, on
position, calch of target and non-target species end fishing effort, as well as information from national, regional and
intemational research programs;

h) promote and conduet scientific research in support of fishery conservation and mansgement: and

j) promote the implementation of conservation and management measures and effective menitoring, control and
surveillance,

Mr. Chairman, these principles are the standards by which the outcome of this meeting will be judged: We
must strive this week to abide by these basic principles. We should measure our decisions by whether they can be
defended as being consistent with these principles, beeause this is how the world at largs will judge us.
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ATTACBMENT 4

MEMORANDUM BY SPAIN ON DRIFTNETS
(attached to Proceedings of the Fourth Plenary Session)

1. Histnrical background
1.1 Albacore fishing in the northeast Arlantic

The sa called "Bontto Coast" has developed traditionally with the following circumstances:

-- Fishing season: From May to September

-~ Area: Northeast Atlaatic, from 30°W to the Bay of Bisecay

-- Fleets: French and Spanish, and later the feets of Ireland and the United Kingdom
=~ Gear & equipmenti: Baitboal and troll {(both hook pears). Since 1990, the use of drftnets started.

Development of the fleet (in number of vessels), aceording to the gear used:

Year Tradifional fleet _ ' Drifinet flzet " _
{Ne. af hook vessels) Na. af vessel§ No. of days -~ Kms. of net

1988 -0 750 ' 20

. 1985 - 730 37
1990 720 41
1991 720 46 2,601 13,005
1983 720 50 3,472 17,360
1953 720 80 6,149 30,745
19s4 720 106 ? ?

Since no freezs on driftnst fishing effort was established, a progressive increase in the use of this type of
gear s expected. The increase is driftnet fishing has come abowt since this is a gesr which has a large catch
capacity and produces high yield. On the other hand, it permits a reduction is operating costs since, the vessels
operate with a crew than is slightly less than that wutilized in traditional heok fishing operations. Besides the
contrary factor of the incidental catches end the incompatibility with other {ishing methods, it should also be
pointed ont that the products taken by the drifinet fishery are of low quality.

It should alsoc be pointed cut that in recent yesrs some vessels have practiced albacore fishing using pelagic
drift pears, with irregular resulis.

In contrast to that pointed out above, hook gears are ecological, they respect the marine environment, are
highly selective, they do not producs incidental catches and they catch high-quality products.

F.2 Fishery for salmon and salmon-like fishes in the Baltic Sea

Drifinet fishing in the Baltic Sea is directed at salmon and marine trout and is regulated by the International
Commission of Fishing in the Baltic Sex. | . L )

12 Swordﬁxh and tuna fishery in the Medr'rermnéan Sea

In the Meditervancan, driftnet fishing is directed mainly at the cateh of swordfish and secondly at albacore
and other sme!l-sized tunas.
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This fishery is reporting considerable development us regards swordfish, and it is estimated that in 1988 and
1989 catches reached 10,000 MT. ’ '

2. Incompatibility of gears

Driftnets present a high degree of incompatibility with other types of gears and, in particular, with the hack
gears. The main preblems are discussed below. '

2.1 Incompatibility with irolling gears

The concentration of driftnets in the schovls of the target species obstruct the troil fishing operations. This
fishing type requires considerable mobility of the vessels that tow lines or trolls from which the hooks are
suspended. The driftnets obstruct the fishing operations of the troll vessels in two ways: on the one hand they do
not permit navigation and on the other hand the hooks become caught in the nets. For this reason, fishing in the
same marine area is incompatible for these two gear iypes. .

2.2 Risk for the safery of human life at sea

Driftuets set on the surface of the sea ar at minor distance from the surface comstitute an authentic "wall”
_which makes free navigation impossible for merchant vessels as well as for fishing vessels, Often the prapellers
of the vessels get caught in the net mesh, which damages the propulsive system. Proof of the large number of
accidents is that lopistical support vessels with divers on board bave to be present in the fishing areas in order to
solve the problems with these entanplements,

The circumstances described herein are o danger to the vessels, as well as to the crews, bearing in mind two
fundamental factors. First of all, this fiskery takes place on the high seas where adverse meteorological conditions
are frequent. Sscondly, the distance of the fishing grounds from the coasts considerably aggravaies the risk
involved. '

2.3 Effects of the dispersion of the seheols

~ The drifmet "walls” set at sea have the effect of dispersing the schools which, evidently, makes it difficult
to fish with hook gear, particularly baitbout tishing, which requires the concentration of fish.

2.4 Sensonality of the fisheries

The difficulties described above are accentuated by the fect that since it involves highly migratory species,
fishing takes place in concrete zones and time/areas which, in fact, makes cohabiting of the different gears
impassible. As a result, there are continuous incidents and aerious confroatations among the fishermen.
2.5 Additional ﬁshing mortality on albacare

Independently of the high catch capacity of drifinets, this fishing gear causes significant additional fishing
mortalily on albacore, which is difficult to quantify. This is because the fish get ceught in the neis and are able

to break loose wounded from their fight with the nets while others break loose from the nets at the time the nets
are lifted. ' :

3, Incidental catches
Contrary to the traditional fishing methods with hook gears which are highly selective both as regards species
as well as sizes of fish, driftnets show 4 high index of incidental catches, which has an ecological risk of

undoubted significance.

Particularly grave is that among these incidental catches are numerous catches of marine mammals, of which
two types are distinguishable:

-~ Catches of dolphins and other cetaceans which can he assessed with & certain degres of precision, since
thay get entangled in the nets.
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-~ Catches of sperm whales and whales that normally dus, to their considerable size and streagth, ars able
to escupe by breaking the nets and dragging part of them, which necessarily ends 1ip-causing their deaths.

These catches are difficult to assess. Notwithstanding that mentioned above, as regards the drifinet fishery
in the northeast Atiantic, estimates indicate annual catches on the erder of 1,600 dolphins and a hundred of uthar
cetaceans, although the figures could be higher due to the circumstances explained.

Dn the other kand, there is ulbl} a by-catch of turtles and marine birds, as well as ﬁsh mamly shﬂrks and
swordfish.

Lastly, the driftnets also catch considersble guantities of bluefin tuna (about 1,000 MT in|1993) ond also
causes concern about the development of this fishing pear, given the current state’ of exploitation of the bluefin
tena stock, o

4, i)ifficulties of contral

With the exception of the spacial cage of the salmon and salmon-like fishery in the Baltic Sea, driftmet ﬁshmg
is cnmed out on the high seas.

-On the other hund, iz order to assure the profitability of the fishery it is necessary to set more than 2.5 Kms.
of net.by vessel, Studies carried put on this matter indicate that, at least a kilometer of net per crew member is
needed for the fishing aperation. Taking into account that the averape number of crew members per vassel (s on
the order of 7, the probahilities of incompliance are evident. ' '

Proof of that indjcated above is the extremely high percentage of infractions detected m the recent fishing
srises. The major part, if not all, of these are related to the length of the gears.

The difficulties of control are aggravated by that explained enrlier, in the sense that the fishery generally
operates in international waters and at great distances from the coast. Under these circumstancas only patral vessels
flying the same flag as the fishing vessels are autborized fo carry out inspections. On the other hand, the cost of
such control is quite high.

The deployment of means Gf contral earried out in recent years has been incapable of preventmg tha
infractions and avoiding incidents among the fishermen. The cost/benefit analysis alone would justify the
prohibition of driftnets.

5. Conclusions

In x;icw of all (bat has beon .explained, it 3s considered that lhe prohibition of driftnets should pri:caéd
immediately. At any rate, the possibility, of an exceptionat pature, could be contemplated, of permitting the use
of driftnets within the coastal Hmit of 12 miles of territoriz] waters, and with a limited length of 2.5 Kms.

These conclusions coincide with those expressed in two cansecutive teports of the Enropean Pafliament.

On the contrary, tha demonstrated incompatibility of the drifinets with the traditional fleets, during the fishing
season, could force the latler, with about 700 vessels, to adopt the use of this conflictive fishing gear, which would
have a negative effect on the stock of albacore and by-catch species, and very probably causing irreparzhle
ecplopical demage,

e [
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ATTACHMENT 5

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ICCAT®S
BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAM
ON FRESH PRODUCTS
(attached to Proceedings of the Final Plenary Session)

On hehalf of the Japanese Trade Administration, 1 would like to explain the stance and philosophy toward
the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program (BTSDP) from the biggest bluefin tuna importing couniry in the
world. '

We lelieve that observance of [CCAT recommendations is Japan's iaoternmational obligation. The
Recommendation adopted at last vear's annual meeting of WCCAT requires from the first day of December
validation by the flag country’s government or accredited institution on the Siatistical Docnments attached o
bluefin tuna when it imported into a Contracting Party, We, the Government of Japan, started enforcement of the
BTSDP on fresh and chilled blvefin tuna from the Ist of December, that it, yesterday.

In order to identify the attached Statistical Documents to know if the bluefin tuna was appropriately validated
by the exporting country, Japan peeds information, including the exporting country’s name of organizations, titls
of officials which validate the document, and sample imprints of the stamp or seal of those organizations.

In arder to avoid confusion at customs, please submit this information as soon as possible if your country

has not yet done =o. L :

We strongly believe that the BTSDP will become a mode] pragram to resolve the difficult conflicts betwaen
trads and environment. Therefore, it is essential for all the ecountries and areas exporsting bluefin tuns to
Contracting Parties to cooperate in implementing this Program to: maintain its validity. We request that you, as
exporting countries, instruct your country's exporters not to fail to attach the Statistical Document with validation.
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ANNEX 1

COMMISSION AGENDA

Ogening of the meeting

Adoption of Agenda, arrangements for the meeting and appmnlment of qubmdlary hodies

Introduction of delegations

Admissian of observers {non-member countries, intergovernmental orgamizations, and non-govemnmental
organizations)

Review of Commission membership

Ratification or acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convendon (adopted in Paris in 1984)
Ratification or acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention (adopted in Madrid in 1992)
Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

United Nations Conference on Straddling Fich Stocks and Highly Migratory Fich Stocks

Larpe-scale drifmet fishing and its effects on tuna stocks

Coilaboratian of Non-Conlracting Parties in the objectives of ICCAT

Presentation and contents of the National Reports

- Report of the Infractions Committee

Report of the Permanent Working Graup. for the Impravement of ICCAT Statistics and Canservation Measures
Reports of Panels 1 to 4, and possible new regulations to be considered

. Matters relative to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora land Fauna (CITES})
..a) JCCAT paosition reparding the development of new criteria for listing species in the CITES Appendices
b} Comrmunication with CITES on bluefin stock conditions and ICCAT management measures

c) Action to be taken by ICCAT in relation to any proposal concerning the listing by CITES of 3..5].1&(:18‘1 which
is under ICCAT competence

. Recommendations coneerning research and statistics - Propos'al for an [CCAT Tuna Symposivm

Report of the Standing Committes on Finapce and Administration (STACFAD)
Adoption of the 1985 budget and member country contributions )
Confirmation of Staff Regulations and Rules

Vessel tracking and. catch, reporting system

Reparis of subsidiary bodies appointed by the Commission for the meeting
Date und place of the gext regular mesting of the Commissinn

Other matters

Adopticn of Report

Adjourmment
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Second Secretary
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Viza, Alice

Luanda
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Luanda

SEBASTIAQ, P.
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Asgistant Deputy Minister
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200 Kent St.
Qttawa, Ontario K1A OEG

AIDOUS, D.

Manager .
Southwest Nova Scotia Tuns Association”
RR #1 Newport

Hants Co., Nova Scotin BON 2AD

ALLEN, CI.

Resource Allocation Br. .
Dept. of Fisheries & Oceans -
200 Kent St.

Ottawa, Ontario K1A JES

BRUCE, W.

Elmira, P. 0., South Lake
COAIKO

Prince Edward Island

CONRAD, R.

RR #2

Huhbhards

Nowva Scotia BOT 1TD

DONQHUE, A,

Senior Counsellor
International Fisheries
Dept, of Fisheries & Oceans
200 Kent St.

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E&

ELSW{QORTH, S5.

cfo Sambro Fisheries Limited
Sambro Post Office

Halifax Co., Nova Scotia B0OJ 2Y0

LONGARLD, A.

Director, Policy Planning & Coastal Resonrces
Department of Fisheries

Purdy’s Whart

P. 0. Box 2223

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3I 104

MOOD, C.

I. L. Mood Fisheries
Weod's Harbour Shelb Co.
Nava Scatia
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PARTINGTON, P.

. Area Manager

a2

Dept. of Fisheries & Oceans
215 Maein Strast
Yarmouth, Mova Scotia B5A ICE

PORTER, 1.M,

Dept. of Fisheries & Oceans
Riological Station

8t. Andrews, New Brunswick EOG 2X0

COTE DIVOIRE

KOFFI, L,

Diracteur Général des Ressnurces Animales .

Ministére de I'Agricultere at.des ..,
Ressources Animales

B.P V-84

Abidjan

FANNY, A.

Directeur de I'Aquaculture et des Péchas
B.P. V-i2

Abidjan

EQUATORTAL GUINEA (Rep.)

ONDOQ FAMA, L.

Direccidn General de Pesca . :
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca ¥ Alunf:ntacmn
Malabe, BN,

FRANCE

PERONNE, P.
Chef dz 1a Misgsion des
Conventions Internationales
Ministere de I"Agriculture et de la Péchs
3 Place de Fontenoy
75700 Paris

BLANCHO, ]
B.P. 346

Quai de la Floride
64700 Hendaye

GAERTNER, D.
Cenlre ORSTOM
B. P. 5045

34000 Montpellier

GUERNALEC, C.

Comité National des Paches Maritimes
et des Elavage:s Marins

51 rue Salvador Allende

52027 Nanterre Cédex

BARRES, A,

Délégué Général

Union des Armateurs & la Péche de France
51 rue des Mathurins

75008 Paris

GARON

PAMBO, L.G. .

Directeur des Péches Marltu:nes
et des Cultures Muorines

B. P. 9498

Librewville

GUINEA (Rep.)

KOUROUMA, M

Chef, Service Amensgement

Ministtre de la Pche et de I'Aquacuniture
B. P. 307

Conakry

TRAORE, S.

Dept, de la Pache Industrielle

Centre de Recherche Halisutique de Boussoura
B. P. 1984

Conakry

JAPAN

SHIMA, K.

Special Advisor to the Minister
of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku

Tokya 100

AIHARA, M.

Office of Ecosystem Censervation
Figheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokye 100

ASAKURA, K.

Primer Secretario
Emhajada del Japdn
Joaquin Costa, 29
28002 Madrid (Spain). .



CAMPEN, 8. I.

Consultant

Federation of Japun Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations

1800 Birch Road

McLean, Virginia 22101 (USA)

GOMEZ DIAZ, G.

Overseas Fishery Covperation Foundation
Planning Division '
17-22 Akasaka 2, Minata-Ku

Tokyo 107

HANAFUSA, K.

Deputy Director

Internationa! Affairs Division
Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-RKu
Tokye 100

HATAKEYAMA.,Y.

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associntions

2-3-22 Kudankita, Chiyoda-Ku

Tokyo 102

HANEDA, H,

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations

2-3-21 Kudankits, Chiyoda-Ku

Tokyo 102

IKEDA, M.

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations

2-3-22 Kudankita, Chiyoda-Ku

Tokyo 102

ITO, Y.

Deputy Director, Fishery Division
Ministry of Fareign Affairs

2-2-1 Kasnmagascki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100

MIYABE, N,

National Research Institute
of Far Seas Fisheries

5-7-1 Orida

Shimixu-shi, Shizuoka 424

MORIMOTO, M.

Councillor

Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100

COMMISSION PARTICIPANTS

NAGAHATA, D.

Assistant Director

Far Seas Fisheries Division
Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100

OGURI, K.

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Copperative Associations

2-3-22 Kudankita, Chiyeda-Kun

Tokyo 102

OMORI, E.

Far Seae Fisheries Division
Fisheries Apency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumipaseki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100 '

OZAKI, E.

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations

2-3-212 Kudankita, Chiyeda-Ku

Tokyo 102

SUZUKI, Z.

National Rescasch Institute of
Far Seas Fisheries

5-7-1 Orido

Shimizu-shi, Shizuaka 424

TAKAHASHI, K.

Agricultural and Marine Products Division
International Trade Administration Burean
Ministry of International Trade & Industry
1-3-1 Kasumipaseki, Chiyodz-kn

Tokyo

TAKAMURA, N.

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Couaperative Associations

2-3-22 Kudankite, Chivoda-Ku

Tokyo 102

WATANABE, T.

Managing Director

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations

2-3-22 Kudankita, Chiyoda-Ku

Tokyo 102
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KOREA

MIN, B. H.

Minister

Ermbassy of the Reapublic of Kurea
Miguel Angel, 25

28010 Madrid (Spain)

LEE,J]. U.
Directaor of Desp Sea Resources
Mational Fisheries Research

& Development Agency
£5-3 Shirang-ri, Kijang-up
Yangsen-gun
Keongnam, 626-600

80N, J.H. T
Fisheries Attaché SEUE

Korean Consulate General in Las Palmas
¢/ Luis Doreste Silva, 60 - I®

Las Palmes de Gran Canaria {Spain)

MOROCCO

LAHLOU, A,

Secrétnire Géndral de 1'Office
Wational des Péches

13-15 rue Chevalier Bayarcl

Casablanca

PORTUGAL

RIBEIRO LIMA, A,

Secretario Repional de Apricultura & Pescas
Governo Reglonél ‘dos Agores

Rua Consul Dabney :

9900 Hortn, Fainl - Agores

FIGUEIREDGO, M. H.
Chefe de Idivisao
Ministeric do Mar
Direcgan Geral das Pescas
Edificio Vasco Da Gama
Alcaniars Mar, Alcantara
1300 Lisboa

FISCH, G.

Asesor del Secretario Regional de
Agriculturs y Pescas de Azores, Portugal

3213 W, Wheeler, # 122

Seattle, Washington 93199 (USA)

MARQUES, M. T. _

Secretario Repional ds Agricultira, Flnresraq
e Pescas

Governo da Regiso® Autonoma

2000 Funchal, Madeira

ORNELAS, 3. A.

Director Repional de Pescas

Direceo Repional de Pescas : SRR

Secrestarfa Regionat de Agrmultura Florestas:
e Pescas

Estrada da Pontinha

9000 Funchal, Madeira

FEREIRA, I.
Universidade dos Agores

Departamento de Oceanoprafia & Pescas
8900 Horta, Faial, Agores

QUARESMA, 0. G,

Consejero Goberno Regional dos Agores
Secretaria Reginonal de Agriculiura e Pescas
Santa Cruz

9930 -Lajes do Pico’

Pico - Azores

SEQUEIRA MEDEIROS, A.
IFADAP

9500 Ponta Delgada - '
Sao Mipuel -

SOCORRO, M. R.

Presidente

Industrias de Conservas de Peixe dos Agores
Av. D. Vaseo da Gama 29

1400 Liskoa

TAVARES, A.
Presidente C.Administragaa -
COFACO '

Vila Real Santo Antomic
Apartado 18

8500 Ponta Delpada

Sagc Miguel, Acores

RUSSIA

TSOUKALOV, V. I,

Chief, Department of Fisharies
Resources & Development

12, Rozdesvensky Bvd.

Maoscaw 103031



LEONTIEY, 5.
VNIRO

17, Kranoselskaya
Moscow B-140

SAO TOME & PRINCIPE

LOPES, J.

Direggao das Pescas
C. P. 59

Sap Tomé

TEIXEIRA, M.
Dirzecao des Pescas
C.P.59

Spo Tomé

SOUTH AFRICA

DE VILLIERS, G.

Director

Sea Fisheries Administratian
Private Bag No.2

Rogge Bay

Cape Town BO1Z

KRUGER, P. 1.
Counselior

South African Embassy
Claudio Coello, 81 - 6°
28008 Madrid (Spain}

PENNEY, A. J.
Sen Fisheries Research Institute
Private Bag XZ
Rogge Bay 8012

SPAIN

CONDE DE SARQO, R.

Directar Genarnl de Recursoas Pesqueros
Secretaria Generzl de Pesca Maritima
Ortega y Gasset, 57

28006 Madrid

RERISTAIN, J. M.

Presidente de }a Cofradia Jde Peseadores Eleano
Muelle s/n

20808 Guetaria (QGuipiizepa)

COMMISSION PARTICLIPANTS

CADENAS DE LLANO, M., C.
Jefa de Seceion de Organismaos

y Conferencias Internacionales
Secrsturfa General de Pesca Maritima
Ortega y Gasset, 57
28006 Madrid

CAMPO3 QUINTEIROD, A.

Presidente de la Asociacién
Nacienal de Armadores de Buques
Palangreras de Altura (ANAPA)

Bolivia 20, 2° C

36204 Vigo (Pontevedra)

CORT,J. L.

Instituto Espafiol de Ocsanografia
Apartado 240

3908C Santander

C0OS TALLEDO, T.

Presidente

Federacion de Cofrafias de Cantabria
Margqués de la Hermidz s/n (Lonja)
490B0 Santander

CRESPQ PINTO, M.

Presidente de Almadrabas de Espana S.A.
Playa de los Lances sin

Tarifa {Cddiz)

CRESPO PINTO, J. M.
Consejero Delegado
Almadraba Cabo Plata 5.A.
Queipo de Llano 100, Apt. 9
11160 Barbate (Cddiz}

FRAILE AREVALQ, S.

Director General de Mercados Pesgueros y
Presidente del FROM

Secretaric General de Pesca Marftima
Ortega y Gasset, 70

28006 Madrid

GARAY GABANCHO, A,

Presidente

Federacidn de Cofradias da Pescadnras
de Bajurz de Vizcays

Bail$a 7 bis, bajo

48003 Bilbao (Vizcaya)

GONZALEZ GARCES, A.
Directar

Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia
Apartado 1552

36280 Vigo (Pontevedra)
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GONZALEZ GIL DE BERNABE, J. M.
Secretario General”™

Pederucitn Nucional de Cofradfas e Pescadores
Barquillo 7, 1® dcha.

28004 Madrid

GONZALEZ SANCHEZ, I_ L.
Jefe Seccidn Organismos Multilaterales
Secretaria General de Pesca Maritima

Ortega y Gasset, 57
28006 Madrid

HERRERO HUERTA,J. B,

Subdirector General de Recursos Internos
Comunitirios

Secrefarfa Generzal de Pesca Mantxma

Orlega y Gasset, 57

28006 Madrid

INSUNZA DAHLANDER, J.

Fedaracidn Nacionzl de Cofradias de Pescadaores
Barguillo 7, 1° dcha.

28004 Madrid

IRIGOIEN BERISTAIN, J. M.

Presidente

Federacidn de Cofradias de Pescadores
de Guetaria-Guiptizcoa

Miraconcha 9, bajo’

20007 San Scsbastiin (Guipidzcoa)

LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ,J. M.
Cofradia de Pescadores de Lugo
Puerto Pesquero s/n '
27880 Burela {Luge) -

MARTI DOMINGUEZ, C. P.

Subdirector Ganeral de’ Comercla.huclon J
Pesquern

Secretaria General de Pesca Marftima

Ortega y Gasset, 57

28006 Madrid

MESEGUER, I, L,
Enrique ELarreta, 10
28036 Madrid

OLAIZOLA ELIZAZU,E.
Federpcién de Cofradias de Pescadores

de Guipizcoa _
Prasidente de la Cofradia de Fuenterrabia
Miraconcha, ¢ bajo '
20007 San Sehastidn {Guimizcoa)

PALLARES, P. e
Instituto Espafiol de Oceanografia e
Corszdn de Murly, 8

28002 Madrid

PAZ ESCUDERO,I. L.

Secretano General del FROM }
Ministeric de Agncultura Pesca ¥ Ahmeutacmn
Coruzon de Maria, 8

28002 Madrid

voret g

POVEDANO INCERA

Presidente de la Fedaracidn C:intabrn de
Pescadores

Marqgués de 1o Hermida s/n

39009 Santander

PRADOS COVARRUBIAS, J. A,
Ministerio de Asuntos Exteriores
Pluza Provincia, 1

28012 Madrid

ROCA DQOPICO, 1.
Cofradia de Pescadores de Lugpo

Puerte Pesguero s/n
27880 Burela (Lugo)

RODRIGUEZ MUNOZ, C.
Direceidn Geperal de Mereados
Secretaria General de Pesea Maritima
Ortega y Gasset, 37

28046 Madrid

RODRIGUEZ RODRIGUEZ, B.
Cofradia de Pescadores "Santa Tecla"”
Baizo Muro, 32

36780 La Guardia {Pontevedra)

SARRO IPARRAGUIRRE, G.

Director Gerente

Organizacidn de Productores Asociadoes de
Grandes Atoneros Congeladores (OQPAGACQC)

Avala 54, 2° A

28001 Madrid

ULLOA ALONSO, E.

Secretario Tdcnico _

Asoclacidn Nacional ds Armedores da Bugues
Palangreros de Altura (ANAPA) _

Puerto Puqu.ro

Edificio Vendedores, Oficinas 1-6

Apartado 1078

36202 Vige (Pontevedra)



URBIETA BURGANA, J. M.
Presidents

Organizacitn de Productorss de Pesca de Bajura

de Guipdzcoa
Miraconcha, @ bajo
20007 San Sehastidn {Guipdzcoa)

ZAPATERO MARTINEZ, T.
Consejero Técnieo

Direccidon General de Comercio Exterior

Paseo de la Castellana 162, 6°
28045 Madrid

UNITED STATES

MARTIN, W,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for International

Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce
NOAA/DAS
Herbert C. Hoover Bldg,, Room 5230
14tk & Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

BEIDEMAN, N.

RBlue Water Fishermen's Associaton
P, O, Bux 579

Barnagat Light, New Jersey 08006

RLANKENBEKER, K.

Qffice of International Affairas
NMES

1335 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

BROWN,B.E.

Director

Southeast Fisheries Center
NMFS/NOAA

75 Virginia Beach Drive
Miami, Florida 33149

BRUCE, B.

Fisheries Suhcommittee
540 Fard Bldg.
Whachington, D.C. 20513

CARR,J. C.

Office of Marine Canservation
QES/OMC

U.5. Department of State, Room 7320
29nd & C S5t., NNW.

Washington, D.C. 20250

COMMISSION PARTICIPANTS

CHU, K.

Office of Tnternational Affairs
NMFS/F/IAL

1335 East-West Highway :
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

DEAN, J. M.

Director

Center for Environment Policy
University nf South "Cam'linﬂ.
Carnlina Plaza :
Columbia, South Carclina 29208

FOLEY, P.

President

Boone Bait Co., Inc.

440 Plnmosa Ave.
Casselberry, Florida 32707

HALLMAN, B. 8.”

Deputy Director

Office of Marine Conservation
OES/OMC

Department of State, Room 7820
72nd & € St., N'W.

Washington, D.C. 20250

HESTER, F.

East Coast Tuna Association
11855 Sorrente Valley Road
San Diego, California 92121

HINMAN, K.
BExecuiive Director

National Coalition for Marine Conservation

3 West Market Street
Leeshurg, Virginia 22075

HOEY, J. .
Bluewater Fishermen's Association
1525 Wilson Blvd., Suite 500
Atrlington, Virpginis 22209

JOHNSJON, G.
RFD 1, P. O. Box 321
Sonth Harpswell, Maine 04079

KING, A. L.

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Manapement Council

P. 0. Box 498
Gulf Shores, Alabama 35542

LANE, 0. B.

Science Counselor
. 8. Embassy
Serruno, 75

28006 Madrid (Spain)
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McCALL, M. WILSON, 8.

NOAA ' Qffice Trade Services

Office of Genaral Counssl Attorney : ‘NMFS

1335 East-West Highway - o 1335 East-West Hiphway, Snite 12438
Silver Spring, Macyland 50210~ - ' Silver Sprima, Maryland 20910

NUSSMAN, I. M.

American Sportfishing Association

1033 N. Fairfax St., Suite 200 ' _ URUGUAY
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Sy

MORA, O,
POWERS, J. o Jefe de Recursos Pelagicos
Southeast Fisheries Center INAPE
NMTFS Coostituyente 1497
75 Virginia Beach Drive ' 11200 Monlevideo
Miami, Fiorida 33149 S
RUAIS, R. P.
East Coast Tuna Association YENEZIELA
28 Zion Hill Road N
Salem, New Hampshire 030786 MENDOZA HILL, I.
' _ Instituto Oceanoprifico de Vl_nuz.ue]a

SANTIN, A. . ' Universidad de Griente
Subcommittee on Fisheries Management ° Cumand
House Annex 2 334 o
U.5. House of Represeatatives ARELLANC PINTO,J.
‘Washington, D.C. 20003 Agregado para asuntos cientificos

o Direccién General de Fronteras
SISSENWINE, M. _' Ministerio de Reldciones Exteriores
National Marine Fisheries Service Torre MRE
1335 East-West Highway Esquina de Carmelitas, Piso 13
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 Caracas
SLOAN. §.
Chairman =~
Confederation of Assovintions of = Observers

Atlantic Charterboats & Captains

230 Park Ave., Suite 1221
New York, New York 10169 a AUSTRALIA
STONE, R. B. o DIVIS, R. A.
Chief ' . Segundo Secretario
Highly Migratory Species Mauagement Division Embajada de Australia
NOAASNMFS (F/C M4) Paseo de la Castellana, 143
1335 East-West Highway Edificio Cuzeo 1
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 o 28046 Madrid (Spain)
WEDDIG, L. 1.
National Fisheriés Tastitute
1525 Wilsen Blvd., Suite 500 BERMIIDA
Arlington, Virginia 22200 '
WHALEY, D. §. : BARNES, I. A.
U.S. House of Representatives =~ Director .
Merchant Marine & Fisheries Cummlttae Department of Agriculture, Fl‘;h&rlES & Parks
537 Ford Building . oo P. O. Box HM 834 o
Washington, 13.C. 20515 ~ o Hamilten HMCX o
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IRELAND

O'MAOQTLEIDIGH, N.
Fisheries Research
Dept. of Marine
Abbotstown, Castleknack
Dublin 15

LIBYA

ZRIGANI, A. M. A

The Genera! People’s Committee
for Marine Wealth

P. 0. Box 10765

Tripoli

MAURITANIA

M'BARECK, M.

Centre National de Recherches
Océanographiques et des Péches

B. P 22

Nouadhibou

PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

GONG,L, K.

Chinese Natipnal Fisheries Cooperation
Edusrdo Benot L1, bajo

35008 Tas Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain}

QUE, W.

Program Officer
Bureau of Fisheries
Ministry of Agriculture
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli
Beijing 100026

TATWAN

HSU, C. C.

Tastitute of Gceanography
National Taiwan University
P. 0. Box 23-13

Taipei

HURNG, G. L.
64 Kn Yuan St., Ku Shan Dist.
Kaoshsiunp City

COMMISSION PARTICIPANTS

HUNG, M. T.

Director General Adjunto

Oficine Econémica y Cultural de Taipei
Rosario Pinc, 14-15, 189 dcha.

28020 Madrid (Spzin)

TSAY, T. Y.
Departmect of Fisheries
Couneil of Agriculture
37, Nanhaiy Road

Taipei

UNITED KINGDOM

VARTORE, A.

Executive Officer

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Faod
17, Smith Sguare

London SW1

International Organizations

CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY (CARICOM)

HAUGHTON, M. O,
Diirector

CFRAMP (CARICOM)
Princess Marparcet Drive
P. 0. Box 642

Relize City, Belizs

COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVYATION OF
ANTARCTIC MARINE LIVING RESOURCES
(CCAMLR)}

CONDE DE SARO, R. (Espafia)

COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF
SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA (CCSEBT)

TIPPEING, P.

Ambassador of New Zealand in Spain
Embajada de Wueva Zelands

Plaza de la Lealtad, 2

28014 Madnd
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EUROPEAN TINION (EU)

ALEXANDROU, C.
Administrateur Principsel,-UE
200 Rue de le Lot S
1049 Bruxellas (Belgique)

HARNIER, Q.

Chef de Division, Conseil de la- CE
180 Rue de la Loj .
B-1048 Bruxelles (Bealgigue)

INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION
{(IWC)

CONDE DE SAROQ, R. {Espaina)

ICCAT SECRETARIAT

A. Fernédndez

P. M. Miyake

P, Kebe

M. E. Carel

1. Cayol

J. Cheatle

M. A. F. de Bobadilla

1. L. Gallega

C. Garcia Pifia

F. Garein Rodripuez
;. Messeri

A. Moreno

I. A. Moreno

P. M. Seidita

Interpreters

M. Castel
L. Faillace
A. Goslin
1. Jeelof
C. Lord

[. Meunier
T. Oyarzun
J. Scolert

Temporary Staff

F. Bellemain
B. F. de Bobadilla
P, Jarddn
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13
14

15

16
17
18

19

COMMISSION NOCUMENTS

ANNEX 3

LIST OF COI\iMISSION DDCUMENTS

BT S

1994 Tentative Commission Agenda
Annotated Tentative Commission Agenda . .

Tentative Agenda of the Siaﬁd.i.ng Commiitee on Research and Statfsltics (SCRS) fSCRS/94/1)
Tentative Agenda of the Standing Committse on Finaﬁce and Aa.m.injst.r.s-lticlm (8TACFAD)

Tentative Apgenda for Panels 1-4 I

Tentative Agenda of the Infractions Committee

Tentative Agenda of the Permanent Working Group for the Imprnvament of ICCAT Statistics
and Conservation Measures. e L RV

Panels-Mandate and Membership
1984 Administrative Raport

1994 Finencial Report

1595 Revised Budget and Member Country Contributions .

Repart on Statistics and Coordination of Research in 1994 (SCRS/94/ 12)

1994 Meeﬁng Repm;t lof the Standing Committe._e,ﬁn Research & Statistics {SCRS)
(S8CRS/94/ 13}

Report of the Contributions-Expenditures af the [CCAT Enhanced Billfish Research Program
in 1994 (SCRS/94/ 14)

Review of the Progress made in the Blusfin Year Program (BYP) in 1994 {SCRS/94/15)

Report af the Final Meeting of the ICCAT Albacore Research Program (Sukarieta, Vizeaya,
Spain, June 1-8, 1994) (§8CR5/934/ [6)

Second ICCAT Workshkop oo the Technical Aspects of Methodologies which Account for
Individunl Growlk Variability by Age (Brest, France, June 27-28, 1994) (SCRS/94/17)

United Nations Conferepce on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
(SCRS/94/18)

Second Meeting of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of I[CCAT Stutistics
and Conservation Measures {Tokye, Japan, April 19-21, 1994} (SCRS/94/ 19)

Information relative to High Seas Driftnet Fishing (SCRS/94/ 20)
Report of the First Meeting of the Ad Hoe GFCM/ICCAT Working Group on Stacks of Large

Pelagic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea (Fuengirola, Malaga, Spain, September 19-24, 1994}
(BCRS5/94/21)
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22

23

24

33

34

35

36

Redesigning of the Secratarial computar system {8CRS/94/22)
Review of the possibilities of access to datn hases on the environment (SCRS/ 84723}

Report of the Data Preparalory Meetirg tor the Seuth Atlantic Abundance Indices (Tamandare,
Permambuco, Brazil, Angus: 3-9, 19943 (SCRS/ 94/ 24)

ICCAT Tuna Symposium (SCRS/924/25)

Status of the Regulatory Measures recommended by ICCAT for the Conservation of Yellowfin
Tuna, Bigeye Tuna, Bluefin Tuna and Swordfish

ICCAT Port Inspection

Coaperation of Nan-Contracting Parties with JCCAT Objectives

Deagree of complznce of the ICCAT Management Recommendations
[CCAT Staff Repulations and Rules

Implementation of the ICCAT Blueﬁ.n Tuna Staiistical Document Program
Tracking end catch reporting system

Implementation of Swordfish Regulutions

Infractions Committee

Report of the Ad Hoc Consultztion on the Role of Regional Fishery Ageacies in relation ta
High Seas Fishery Statistics (La Jolle, California, USA, December 13-16, 1993) {SCRS/ 94/ 26)

Report of the Ad Hoce Inter-Agency Consultation on Atlantic Fishery Statistics (Madrid, Spein,
July 11-15, 1994) (SCRS8/94/27)



RESOLUTION: - .PARIS PROTDLOL.-

ANNEX 4

' : RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
IN SUPPORT OF THE RATIFICATION OR ACCEPTANCE OF
THE PARIS PROTOCOL OF AMENDMENT TO THE CONVENTION
{ADOPTED IN PARIS IN 1984)

CONSIDERING the time elapsed since the approval, hy all the ICCAT Contracting Parties, uf the Pmtucnl
of Ameudment to the Convention, -adopted in Paris in 1584,

CONSIDERING that the Member States of the European Union have transferred competence in matters of
conservation and management of fishery resources to the Etropean Union,

.., RECOGNIZING the benefit to the Commission that will result from the incorporation of the European
Union, . o ' ’

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RECOMMENDS:

That Parties which have not accept_ad or ratified the Paris Protocol do so 'as soon as possible, with the aim of
allowing this Protocol to enter into foree. h

R
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ANNEX 5

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON LARGE-SCALE PELAGIC DRIFTNLT FISHING

WHEREAS ICCAT adopted a Resalution in November 1993 endorsing U.N. General Asssmbly Resolutions
44/325, 45/197, and 46/215 regarding large-scale high seas pelagic driftnet fishing and its impacts on the living
marine resources of the world’s oceans and seas, and calling upon all of its member nations to support these
Resalutions; end

WHEREAS reports have come to the attention of members of the Commission that large scale pelagic
driftnet fishing hus persisted in areas under the purview of ICCAT, during 1994;

WHEREAS the Commission has expressed its concern over the possibility that certain stocks of fish under
the purview of ICCAT and other marine resources couid be adversely affected by such fishing; and

WHEREAS the Commission continues to be eoncerned aver the possibility that large-scale pelagic driftnet
fishing contrary to the mtent of U. N. Resointions 44/225, 45/197 and 46/215 could take place in the future in
waters under the purview of ICCAT;

WHEREAS the Commission reaffirms its commitment to the concept of responsible fishing, as developed
in the framework of the FAQ Code of Conduct;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)

REAFFIRMS the importance it attaches to compliance with the U.N. General Assembly Resalutions 44/225,
45/197 and 46/215;

EXPRESSES its appreciation for the measures taken individually and collectively by its members to
implement these Resclutions.

EXPRESSES its continued comcern over the potential. negative impects that large-scale pelagic driftmet
fishing could have on the marine resources of the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, and its intention to
ciosely monitor the effect of driftnat fishing on thase resources.

CALLS UPQON all of its member netions to fully implement these Resolutions and to report to the
Commission and to the U.NM. Secretary General the regulatory measures taken inm order to mssure such
implementation, per U.N. Decisions 47/443 and 48/445.

CALLS UPON all of its member nations to take greater enforcement responsibility to ensure that their
nationals and fishing vessels comply with Reselution 46/215, and to impose the appropriate sanctions against their
nationals and fishing vessels that act contrary to the terms of Resolution 46/215.
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INFRACTIONS COMHITTEE

ANNEX 6

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

1, Opening of the Mesting

1.1 The meeting of the Infractions Committee was opened by the Chairmae of the Committee, Mr. A. J Penncy
of South Africa. He noted that the image of ICCAT had improved during 1994 as a result of efforts hy the Secretariat
and the Contracting Parties, Howeaver, he also noted thet many problems continued to exist with practical implementation
of a number of the ICCAT menagement measures. He reminded the Committes that it should b the role of the Infractions
Committes to evaluate such problems, and make recommendations to the Commission for their resolution, However, it
appeared that the Infractions Committee was not fulfilling this role, and that many of the other budies were, in fact,
assuming this responsibility.

2. Adoption of ' Agenda |

_ 2.1 The Chalrman pmpnsecl ‘that 1te.m 4 of the Agenda be divided into two sections: {a) Status of the appllcatmu
of the regulations recommended by the Comnussmn on yeliowfin, bigeye, bluefin, and swordfish; and, (b) Matters arising
from the SCRS Report and the National churt:. 'He also suggested that Agendsa item B on mandate and name of the
Committes he discussed under item &, future work of the Committee. The Delegates agreed to the proposed changes in
the Agenda.

Teetles i

2.2 The Ag&nﬂ_; wa.-i ;Ldgp{éd'_@ifh_ the :rqbgmmended change, and is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 6.

31 Nﬂmlnutmnof ;Rapporlem: -

3.1 The Chairmsan asked whether ths U.8.A. would be willing to provide a rapporteur for the meeting and Ms.
A, Santin (11.5.A.) offered to serve in this capacity.

4a. Status of the npphcatmn of the Regulations recommended by the Commission on ye‘.llowf' in, bngeye bluefin,
and swardfish

4a.1 The Executive Secretary presented snd summarized document COM/94/26, which contained informatien
cnnc'eming the slatus of regulatory measures recommended by ICCAT for the conservation of bluefin fuaa, yellowfin tuna,
bigeye tuna, and swordfish, The Executive Secretary indicated that reactions and suggestions concerning the accumacy of
the information contained in the tables of COM/94/26 were welcome, and requested that these be submitted in the form
of official written nnhﬁcat_lnns He noted that Angola had submitted additional information for their, country for Table 3B
and that the table would he updated to reflect this,

4a.2 The Chairman thanked the Executive Secretary for his work and neted the comments and information an the
implementation of the recommendations, particularly for swardfish, had impraved since the previous year. He then asked
_if any of the Contructing Partics had statements.

4a.3 The Delegate of Spain acknowledged a positive improvement in the implementation of the Commission’s

recommendations, but nated a need for more improvement. He noted that a cn:mtrachchon exists wherahy the Commission

_ attemnpts to et non-Contracting Parties to comply belter with 1ts consenratmn and management measures, while they have
heen inadequately implemented by the Contracting Parties.

4p.4 The Delegate of Urugusy notificd the Committee that her country had specifically initiated a process to
implement relevant ICCAT management measures, and would inform the Secretariat accordingly. '
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4a,5 The Executive Seerctary called upen the Contracting Parties to provide the Secretariat with the official
regulations or text adopted at the gavernment level conceming the implementation of the Commission’s regulations.

4a.6 The Delepate from Korea stated that the Netional Report from Korea containg only the eateh record for bluefin
tuna, He expressed an intention to submit the statistics for bluefin exportation soon.

4a,7 The Chairman noted that document COM/94/26 provided a useful summary of efforts taken by ICCAT
members to comply with the regulations of the Commission. He asked that Contracting Parties notify the Secretariat, in
writing, of any efforts they may have taken that are not yet reflected in the tables.
1.1 i
_ 4.8 The Delegate of the United States thanked the Chuirman for his work, and agreed with the Delegate of Spain
on the aeed for improvement in the implementation of the Commission’s recommendations.

_ 4_._21-..9 The tables showin:g the status of the implementation of ICCAT Regulatory Measures are attached as Tables
105, '

dh. Matters arising from the SCRS Report and the National Reporis

4b.1 The Chairmaz noted that the purpose of this item of the Apenda was to discuss matters arising from the SCRS

Report periaining to the implemenlatinn of ICCAT recommendations. In addition to the SCRS Report, the Chairman asked

the Delegates o consider matters arising from the information contained in the national repurts, and from document

COM/94/33, which contained information from the Contracting parties on Panel 4 concerning the measures adopted by

“those countries to 1mp]e.me.nt the re.cummendahons adopted by the Commission for the regulation of the swordfish
fisherjes.

4b.2 The U.S. Delepate prasented a statement expressing the oo-goiny concerns the U.S. has with the
implementation of existing recommendations (allached as Appendix 2 to Annex 6). The Delegate expressed concern that
those fishing for bluefin tuna'in the sastern Atlantic and the Meditecranean have exhibited little evidence of compliance
with the 1974 Commission Recommendatinng 1o implement a minimum size of 6.4 kg and to limit fishing mortality to
then-recent levels. He noted the SCRS recommendations that every effort be made to adhere to the current measures on
the size limit of 6.4 ky, that steps be taken so that no age 0 fish are caught and that efforts be made to reduce the sarrent
level of fishing mwortality, He concluded that the logical assumption is for the level to be set at that which was
recommended in 1974, He pointed out & need to clarify and define the level of fishing moﬂahty mtended in the 1974
recommendation.

4b.3 The Delegate of the U.S. expressed tha helief that it would he irresponsible for the Commission to ignore
these infractions. The Delegate further pointed out that the same conceras apply o swordfish and the other speems whera
compliance is being ipnored.

4b 4 The Delegate of Spam noted that the while U.S, was correst in many of #5 statements, its proposals

) ccncermng irpravement of regu]atury measuras and the definitien of Ashing mortality levels should be put forward at the

panel discussion on eastern bluefin, not before the Infractions Committee. He addressed the problem of fishing of juveniles

in the Mediterranean and suggested that it is a socio-econontic and cultural prohlem related fo the types of vessels and genr

employed in the small-scale coastal fishery. He stated that steps were being taken in Spain to regulate more strictly the

minor gear of small-scule fishermen. Further, new legislation is being developed to govern sport fishing, an activity which
_contributes to the catch af juvenile bluefin.

4h.5 The Chairman augguslml the Committee recopgnize the prnblams associated with the continued catch’ of
juveniles and acknowledge support for the Panels’ recammendations cancerning these’ jiroblems. He also noted Spain's
~ efforts to reduce its catch of juveniles in some of its fisheries.

41.6 The Delegate of Canada presented a statsment focusing attention on the eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna stock
(attached as Appendix 3 to Annex 6). He mentioned both the 1974 recommendation that the Contracting Parties prahibit
any taking and landing of hluefin weighing less than 6.4 kg, and the tolérance granted allowing an incidental catch of

. smaller bluefin providing it not exceed 15% of the number of fish per landing of each fishing vessel. He noted that thay
" recommendation has been repularly 1gnored in the east Atlantic bluefin ﬁshery The Delegate went on to point ont that
(he growing scientific evidence regarding mixing of eastern and western stocks is causing Canada to have more concern
that fishing activities in the east may have an effect on the west, For this teason, he stated, it is becoming more important
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that countries immediately implement the necessary measures to ensure that they are ab:dmg by the mensures adopted in
1974,

4h,7 The Delegate of the U.S. indicated a nesd for recommendations to be clarified and defined so that this
Committez can proceed with its responsibility for delermining compliance by Contracting Parties. He stated that the U.S.
way working ca a draft recommendation that would more clearly define certain terms in the recommendations.

4b.B The Chuir informed the Contracting Parties that the expression of their concerns regarding compliance issues
is usefo!, but it does not give the Committes specific guidelines with which to work. He raquaéteﬁ"memhar eountries to
discuss sperific proposals for recommendations the Infractions Committee can give fo ICCAT on’ improvement in the
implementation of [CCAT rescommendations, :

4b.9 N’n specific proposed recommendations were nffered by Committee members.

5. Guidelines for National Reports o the Infractions Committee on the implementation of ICCAT
conservation measures

5.1 The Chairman recalled that in 1993 there had been a discussion whether puidelines for natianal reports to the
Infractions Committee on the implementation of ICCAT manapement recommendations should be revised, The Chuirman
noted that during last year’s meeting he offered to revise the guidelines based on comments from Contracli.ug Parties, and
that the Committee had suggested that the guidelines not be further delineated at that time, so long as sll relevant
mfmrmatmn was bumg mblude:i in tha reports.

‘5.2 The'C]:ial.rnmn noted the length of the repozts and opered the {loor for discussion on whether the current system
of single reports submitted to the Commission for use by all Committees should be continued, or whather & system should
he adopted whereby soparate reports are submitted to the various Committess. There were no respboses from delegates,
and the Chair conciuded that the Contracting Parties were sutisfied with the present system.

5.3 Having received no input on revisions to the guidelines from Contracting Parties, the Chairman asked the
Contracting Parties to mdicate whether they intended to submit such revisions, or whather they were satisfied with the
current guidelines. '

5.4 The Delegate of Spain expressed his preference for national reports to he submitted as a single document. The
Delegate further noted that an addendum would be added to the National Report of Spain with information coneerning
" inspections carried ‘out by Spanish vessels fishing in the Mediterranean.

5.5 The Chuirmun asked the Contracting Parties whether they wished to propose ravisions to the draft guidelines
for Naticnal Réports, or adopi the draft guidelines for recommendation to the Compmission.

5.6 The Delegates from Portugal, Canada, Venezuela, and the United States expressed their support that the
National Reports be drafted based on the 1993 proposed draft guidelines.

5.7 The Delegate of Urngnay expressed some concern over the possibility that the reports may be voluminous and
asked whether the Secretariat shared the same concern.

5.8 The Executive Sccretary, responding to Uruguay’s concern, stated that the Secretariat viewed such information
ta be beneficial to the Contracting Parties, and expressed his gratitude for the improvements'in National Reports.

5.3 The Chairman supgested that ths Infractions Committee propose to the Commission that the draft guidelines
for National Reports be adopted. This proposal was accepted. The Guidelines for National Reporis agree.d upon hy the
Committes for adoption by the Commission are attached as Appendix 4 to Annex 6.

5.10 The Chairman concluded by poting that, although suhstantial useful information on management
‘jmplementation had béen inctuded in National Reports this ycar, the Infractions Committee had rot actually made any use
of these reports.

6. Port Inspection

" 6.1 In reference to document COM /94427 on the Port Inspection Schems the Executive Secretary stated that liftle
had changed from last yesr’s report. He noted that the participating countries remain the same and that Angola and
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Uruguay had indicated their intention to participate by desigmating inspectors, He noted further that no inspection rcpnrls
had been submitted for 1993.

6.2 The Chairman noted that the Port Inspection Scherne was the original motivation for establishing the Infractions
Committee. He went oo to ask the Contracting Parties to comment or whether the Port Inspection Scheme continues to
serve a purpoke, or whether it has been replaced by domestic inspection and other management efforts.

6.3 The Delegate of France indicated that his enuntry continued ta support the Port Inspection scheme. He went
on to state France will submit a list of new inspectors.

6.4 The Delegate of Venezuela stated that a decrse will be in force soon concerning the Port Inspection Scheme
and that the names of the port inspectors will be submitted at that Hme, ' '

6.5 The Delegate of Japan ooted that his country’s position regurding Port Inspection has not changed. He noted
that Japan has fundamental legal difficulties with aceepting the Scheme, and with possible effects on fish guality resulting
from port inspectivns. Japunese fishermen had, however, been instructed to cooperate with mspection efforts en a
voluntary basis, The Delepate of Japan called the attention of Committes to paragraph 3 of the Port Inspection Scheme,
which requires minimum interference during inspections, to aveid degradation of the quality of fish inspected.

. 6.6 The Delegate of Spain indicated that his country suppérted and applied the ICCAT Port Inspsction '.:‘.icha‘rha.

6 ? The Chairman noted the lack of inspection reports in the past year, that there were no mu]ur Lhanges n the
already limited participation, and that the initial ideas resulting in the Scheme have been taken over largely by damestic
ingpection and other management efforts. He then asked the Delegates to consider whether there is still a role for the Port
Inspection Scheme in ICCAT and whether the Infractions Committes should continue attempting to 1mprove the Scheme

6.3 The U.S. Dalcgate stated that while the U.S. thinks the Port Inspsction concept is important, they have Tittle
opportunity to inspect foreign vessels. He indicated that the U.S. had, however, conducted extensive domestic juspections,
-and weould continue to da so.

6.9 The Delegate of Spain expressed suppost for the Port [nspection Scheme as it currently functioned, and noted
that his country would continue to conduct inspections under the Scheme. He indicated that the Scheme served a useful
purpose, and that it should continee.

6,10 The U.8. Delegate apologized for the lack of input by'tha US on suggestéd Terms qf'Refqre!_::ce,_ und 'E'_a]‘lled
upon all Committee members to aote the request for input on this issue, and to make suck inpuil before the next meefing.

6,11 The Chairman concluded by expressing concern over the lack of results of the Port lﬂsl}rzctlén Scheme and
asked the Delegatas to consider the relevance of the Scheme, with 2 view to making recommendations on its future at the
next Commission mesting,

[ "

B - o . LT

.7, Collaboration of non-Contracting Parties in the objectives of the Commission

7.1 The Chairman noted that the issue of non-Contracting Parties had been discussad at length during other sessions
and sugpested that it is was not appropriate for the Infractions Committee to discuss this matter further. There were np
objections from the Committes. ' c

8. Mundate and future name of the Committee, and
9. Future work of the Committee and plans for improvement

. 9.1 The Chalrman referred the Delegates to documents CDM194134 on the original creation of the Infractions
Committes, and his 1993 draft guidslines and objectives for the Committee.

9.2 The Chairman reminded the Delegates that he had undertaken to produce a draft set of Terms of Reference
for the Infractions Committee from proposals by member countries. He indicated that no proposals had been submitied
during the year, and only Japan had submitted proposed Terms of Reference at this meeting (see Appendix 5 to Annex
. 6. The Chairman offered to merge his onginal ideas on the Terms of Reference of the future Commuttee Wlth those of

78



INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

Japan, and circulate a new draft to the member countries for comment. However, he again repea{ed hig request for imput
from the Committee on this matter. The Committee accepted this proposal.

9.3 The Chairman noted that dissatisfaction had been expressed with the Committee’s name at the 1693 meeting,
and agked {or suggestions for 4 new name,

2.4 The Deleg'a'te of the U.8. suggested "Compliance Committes” as the new pame and Porfupal and Canada
supported this proposal. In response to the Delepate of Japan as to whether the Chuir was aware of the names of similar
committees in other international fisheries management conunisgions, the Chairman indicated that did not know the names,

and suggested that such names be ascertzined during the coming year.

9.3 The Delegate of Japan suggested that the nume of the Committes not be chanped until the new Terms of
Reference are determined, after which a suitable name could be chosen to reflect these,

9.6 After some further discussion, the Committee agreed that various possible names be circlated for comment,
togsther with the dratt Terms of Reference, during 1993.

9.7 The Delegate of the U.8. promused o send his comments on the Terms of Reference.

14, Date and place of the next meeting of the Infractions Committee

10.1 Tt was agreed to hold the next meeting of the Infractions Committee to coincide with the next Commission
meeting.
11. Other Matters

11.1 Nao other matters were discussed.,

12, Adoption of Report

12.1 The Report was adopted by the Committee after incorperaling minor gdditional comments by Japun, U.8. A,
and Spain under the section on the Port Inspection Schema, and recommended to the Commissian for adaption.

13. Adjournment

13,1 The 1994 Meeting of the Infractions Committee was adjourned after adoption of the report.
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Status of implementation of ICCAT Recommendations by ICCAT Member Countries.

Table 1. YELLOWFIN TUNA.

Cominission recommendation

3.2 kgs minimum
size limit

Effective effort lim ited
to 1992 levels

Recommendation made in

1972

1993

Area of application
Date of entry into effect
Date of expiration

¢ - Entire Atlantic
© . July 1, 1973
" Indefinite period

Entire Atlantic
May 31, 1994
Indefinite period

ANGOLA

BENIN

BRAZIL
CANADA

CAPE VERDE
COTE DIVOIRE
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
FRANCE
GABON

GHANA
GUINEA, Rep. of
JAPAN

KOREA, Rep. of
MOROCCO
PORTUGAL
RUSSIA

SAQ TQME & PRINCIPE
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN
URUGUAY

USA
VENEZUELA

- June 17, 1979

7 Feb.23, 1973

Sept. 4, 1973
Sept. 5, 1987
March 2, 1970
no fishing
June 29, 1973
no fish./land.
June 19, 1976

~June 14, 1973

~lan. 21, 1973
' no fishing
Nov. 26, 1973

~ Sept. 28, 1978

May 1973
May 29, 1974
Nov. 5, 1975

- Nov. 19, 1981

- March 22, 1994

NOTE: Far more detnils on nalional regulations, please request information from the gbumry's udministration.



Status of implementation of ICCAT Recummendatiims hy ICCAT Memhefl Countries.

Table 2. BIGEYE TUNA. -

Commission recommendation

3.2 kgs minimum
size limit

3.2 kgs minimum
size limit

Recommendation made in

1979

1984

Area of application
Date of entry into effect
Date of expiration

Entire Atlantic
September 7, 19580
December 31, 1984

Entire Atlantic
July 17, 1985
Indefinite period

ANGOLA

BENIN

BRAZIL
CANADA

CAPE VERDE
COTE D’'IVOIRE
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
FRANCE
GABON

GHANA
GUINEA, Rep. of
JAPAN

KOREA, Rep. of
MOROCCO
PORTUGAL
RUSSIA

SAQO TOME & PRINCIPE
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN
URUGUAY

USA
VENEZUELA

March 1981
no fishing

March 2, 1970
no fishing
March 3, 1981
being considered

Sept. 7, 1980
Sept. 15, 1980

“July 17, 1981,

Sept. 28,:: 1978

Dec. 5, 1980

March 30, 1981
Nov. 19, 1981

Sept. 5, 1987

Sept. 7, 1980
Aug. 10, 1984

Dec. 5, 1980
Aug. 14, 1987

April 9, 1986
Nov. 18, 1981

NOTE: For more detnils on nationol regulations, please request information from the country’s adminisiration.



Status of nmplementatlon of ICCAT Recommendahons by ICCAT Member Countries.

Table 3-A BLUEFIN TUNA ATLANTIC OCEAN (lm_ludmg MEDITERRANEAN SEA) - GENERAL. .

Recommendation :

"y

Recommendation made in

Minimum size
6.4 kgs

1974

Limiting fishing mortality to recent levels

1974

1st Extension

1975

2nd Extension
1977

3rd Extension
1978

4r;ﬁ ' Extension
1981

Area of application = - U

Entry into effect

Entire Atlantic
August 10, 1975
Indefinite period

Entire Atlantic

August 10, 1975 .
August 10, 1976 -

Entire A ;lanric
Aupgust 10, 1976
August 10, 1978

Entire Atlantic
October 10, 1978
August 10, 1980

Entire Atlantic
September 4, 1980
Aupust 10, 1952 -

East Atlantic

only

- {see Table 3-B)

Date of expiration

ANGOLA -
BENIN. & -
BRAZIL -

CANADA

CAPE VERDE

COTE D'IVOIRE
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
FRANCE:
GABON: - -
GHANA
GUINEA, Rep. of
JAPAN

KOREA, Rep. of
MOROCCO

PORTUGAL * -

RUSSIA

SAO TOME & PRINCIPE
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN -
URUGUAY -
UUSA
VENEZUELA:

no fishing

Feh. 17, 1973

Aug. 8, 1975
no fish./land.

April 16, 1975
Dec. 17, 1975

Nov. 27, 1976

Sept. 28, 1978

June 27, 1975 -

March 3, 1973

Aug 13, 1975

Nov. 19, 1981

..................................

................................

April 16, 1975
Dec. 17, 1475

Nov. 27, 1976

June-27, - 1975
Feb. 19, 1976

Aug. 13, 1975

............................

Aug. 18, 1977

" Feb. 15, - 1979

Dec. 27, 1974

April 16, 1975
Dec. 17, 1975

Oct. 19, - . 1976
Feb. 19, 1976

.. May 18, 1976

March 2, 1979
Feb. 15, 1979

Dec. 27, 1974

April 16, 1975
Oct. 14, 1978

s

..Feb..9, . 1979

Feb. 19, 1976

June 15, 1979

U DU P

......................................................................

April 16, 1975
Sept. 15, 1980

ok

Jan. 11, 1980 ...
Jan. 24, 1980 . ...

June 13, 1980

* In process.

** Objections presented., and, ratified, on November 16, 1978, March 19, 1980, and July 21, 1982,
NOTE: For more details on notional regulations, please request information from the countrys udmtmslmuun



Startus of implementation of ICCAT Recommendation‘s‘ B}':I(iit-;\:'.l;,"Member Countries.

I nkea or v ne . 0

Table 3-B. BLUEFEI TUNA - EAST ATLANTIC (including.CENTRAL NORTH ATLANTIC and MEDITERRANEAN SEA).

Commission recommendation - Limiting fishing mortality - : Catch limit 1,300 MT - Fishing by large LL pelagic
: to recent levels vessels prohibited (June-July)
Recommendation made in 1981 (see Table 3-4) : 1993 S 1993

 Area of application East Atlanric - Central North Atlantic Mediterranean Sea
o ' (north of 40°N and
berween 35W and 45°W)

Date entry into effect July 21, 1982 September 2, 1994 June 1, 1994
Date of expiration Indefinite period December 31, 1995 Indefinite period
ANGOLA no fishing na fishing

BENIN

BRAZIL

CANADA Feb. 15, 1979
. CAPE VERDE

COTE D'IVOIRE

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

FRANCE

GABON no fishing

GHANA 5 : :

GUINEA, Rep. of ‘
-JAPAN March 3, 1982 Aung. |, 1994 March 25, 1994
KOREA, Rep. of

MOROCCO

PORTUGAL

RUSSIA

SAO TOME & PRINCIPE

SOUTH AFRICA

SPAIN July 21, 1982 Feb. 28, 1994 May 31, 1994
URUGUAY

USA

VENEZUELA

NOTE: For more details on national regulntions, please reguest information from the country’s administration,



statos of implementation or iCU AL recommendanons by L al

Table 3-C. BLUEFIN TUNA - WEST ATLANTIC.*

MCMDET Louniries.

Recommendation made in T resr 1982 1983 1984 © 1985 1991 Lt L
C'atcﬁ prpﬁibfted é,fcep! Jor
monitoring purpases Lie0 MT 2,660 MT 2,660 MT 2,660 MT 2,660 MT 1992-93: 4,788 MT 1994: 1,995 MT
) B (1992 max. 2,660)
: 1994-55: 3,990 MT 1995: 1,200 MT
(1994 max. 2.261)
Minimum size limit no 120 cm 120 cm 120 em 120 em 115 em/30 kg 115 em/30 kg
Catch prohibited Gulf of
Mexico spawning stack yes yes yes yes yes yes yes

Date enny into effect

Februaryl5, 1982

January 1953

January 1984

January 1 985

January 1986

January 1992

May 31, 1994

Date of expiration December 1982  December 1983  December 1994 December 1985  December 1991 December 1995  December 1993
ANGOLA it iss st e b b e e s a e e b s R e e e s e n e s ae e RO FISHIRE . ceeereereierrieirerciiii st et a e e e n bbb b s
BENIN

BRAZIL 75 ereenrieest it asa s e s e s st s asasassaess developing fishery not subject 1o HMitAHON.....mvi et
CANADA Jupe 14, 1982 June 21, 1983 June 21, 1983 Sept. 16, 1985  Sept. 16, 1985

CAPE VERDE Do

COTE D'IVOIRE

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

FRANCE.:: - .

GABON ettt st s s s s s s s et s b s no fishing or 1andings........r e sttt sns s
GHANA—- - .

GUINEA; Rep. of - R AL ~ S : L

JAPANT - e March 3, 1982 March 7, 1983 March 7, 1983 March 7, 1983  March 7, 1983 Aug. i, 1992  Aung. 1, 1994
KOREA;Rep. of -~ - - R P - -

MOROCCO “ S

PORTUGAL eittiseeserseerssassssmsasssssssssasssrasassensassrsssrrmnsssstntbebsssassnsanssssesnassssas tossan no ﬁshmg ............. embertreasessesesessmmeessrestseetinetesesatetenaaresesenioasanateneerarsasrE Rt sy e brteas
RUSSIA R Feb. 15, 1984 Feb. 15, 1984 s

SAQ TOME- & PRINCIPE - R - _ S Co e - .

SOUTH AFRICA- ; Fariahee e i i edasiassrandeaens rassnnnresbnntesernssasasnn no ﬁshmg or landmgs ............................................... eteotvesisieseersessasssmnssrseesernnnteasrabrstet
SPAIN- - .o S e ; T ereied it anisierennnensn 10 - Aishing ar landings........ creeriaes e iresemnennerins O febearrenerneesanbesibessits T
URUGUAY Cos T

USA  vrive s it . " June 11, 1982 | 1984 Nov. 25, - 1985  Nov. 25, 1985

VENE'Z’-U-ELA TR - o 5

=

* Deteils on the ICCAT recommendations are given in each Blcnmal Reporl of the Commlssmn, stm‘tmg with the "Repun for Blennlnl Penud 1982-83.Fart 1",

%~ This 'recommendation. was extended euch year since 1986;3t was in force until the end of 1991,
*#+  For the pericd 1992-95 unless the SCRS analysis in 1993 or 1995 indicates ulhcrw:sc
##+4 For the period 1994-93,unless the SCRS seientific informotion in 1994 indicates otherwise.
NOTE: For moare details on nntional regulations, plense request information from the country's administeation,



Status of implementation of ICCAT Recommendations by ICCAT Member Countries.

Table 4. SWORDFISH.

Commission recommendations

Fishing montality
of fish > 25 kgs
to be 15 % less

than recent levels

25 kgs minimum
size limit

(125 em fork
length)

Limiting directed
fishing monrtality
to 1988 levels

Limiting incidental

catch of SWO 1o 10 %

of the total weight
of the entire catch

Recommendations made in

1990

1990

1990

1990

Area of application
Daté of entry into effect
Date of expiration

North of 58N
July 1, 1991
Indefinite period

Entire Atlantic
July 1, 1991
Indefinite period

Entire Atlantic
July 1, 1991
Indefinite period

North Atlantic
July 1, 1991
Indefinite period

ANGOLA

BENIN

BRAZIL

CANADA

CAPE VERDE

COTE D’IVOIRE
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
FRANCE

GABON

GHANA

GUINEA, Rep. of
JAPAN

KOREA, Rep. of
MOROCCO |
PORTUGAL = .
RUSSIA o
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE
SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN

URUGUAY

UsaA

VENEZUELA

yes

Oct. 23, 1952
Feb. 25, 1991

June 12, 1991

yes

Jan. 1, 1992

Oct. 23, 1992
Feb. 25, 1991

June 12, 1991

yes

Oct. 23, 1992
Feb. 25, 1991

June 12, 1991

yes

Jan, 1, 1992

Oct. 23, 1992
Feb. 25, 1991

June 12, 1991

- NOTE: For more details on national repulations, please reques! informotion from the country’s sdministration,



Status of implementation of ICCAT Recommendations by ICCAT Member Coeuntries.

Table 5. BELUEFIN TUNA - BLUEFIN STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAM. "

Comumission recommendation FROZEN PRODUCTS* FRESH PRODUCTS**
- P All imported bluefin tunn to All imported bluefin tuna 1o
oo e X . be accompanied: by an"ICCAT: - . : . be accompanicd by an ICCAT

. Bluefin Statigtical Document*++, Bluelin Statistical documenttt*,
no later than Seplember 1,1993 no later than June 1, 1994

Recommendation made in T 1992 " ‘ . 1993 :

Area of application Entire Arlantic Entire Atlantic

Date of entry into effect July 25, 1993 May 31, 1994

Date of expiration Indefinite period Indefinite period

ANGOLA

BENIN

BRAZIL

CANADA .

CAPE VERDE

COTE DIVOIRE

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

FRANCE.

GABON

GHANA

GUINEA, Rep. of

JAPAN Sept. 1, 1993
MOROCCO . . L DT - -
RUSSIA SR R : \
SAO TOME & PRINCIPE T : \ e e
SOUTH AFRICA - e S _
oy R e S sl a3 B
URUGUAY S o . S S

USA
VENEZUELA

_Tum; 1, ”17994

* Annex 6 to the ‘1992 Commission Proceedings, Biennial Report 1992-93,Far 1.

“ Annex 1010 the 1992 Commission Proceedings, Biennial Report 1992-93 Part II.
#orn Sudalsd the ]i’es’oluﬁnn in"Annex 9 1o the 1993 Commiission Procéedings, Biennal Report 1992.93, Part H.: .
NOTE: For more details on notional tegulntions, please request information from the country®s administeation,
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INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE APPENDICES
SR : Appendix [ ta Annex 6

AGENDA .OF THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE l ‘-:.-.

Opening of the meeting

Adaption of Agenda

Nomination of Rapporteur

a) Status of the application of the regulations recommended by the Commiission on vellowfin, higeye, blucfin,
and swordfish

b) Matters arising from the SCRS Report and the National Reports

Guidelines for national reports to the Infractions Committee on the implementation of ICCAT
conservation measures

Porl inspection:

a) Acceptance of the Scheme by the Contracting Partiss

k) Review of the reports of inspections carrisd out

¢ Updating of the list of authorized inspectors

d) Updating of the list of national correspondents

Collaboration of non-Contracting Parties in the objectives of the Commission
Mandate and future name of the Committea

Future work of the Committer and plans for improvement

Date and place of the next meeting of the Infractions Committes

Other matters

Adopticn of Report

Adiournment

17
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Appendix 2 ta Amnex &

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES TO THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE
ON COMPLIANCE WITH ICCAT MEASURES (1994)

The U.8. wishes to acknowledge the continued diligence and dedication of the Chairman of the Infractions
Committee in his efforts ta ensure compliance by the member countries to recommendations and requests from ICCAT,
However, the 1.8, notes that disregard for the important Commission recommendations limiting fishing mortatity and
minimum size for bluefin {recommended at the 1974 Meeting) continues to be n significant problem in the eastern Atlantic
(although we may have heard some positive statements earlier in. Panel 2), Unfortunately though, we have to add North
Allantic swordfish to the list, which already includes the lack of regard for minimum size for yellowfin and bigeye. The
failure, year after year, of countries to comply with [CCAT recommendations, reduces the Commission's credibility,
provides ammunition for NG('s and fishermen ta criticize our work, and makes negotiations with non-Contracting Parties
on issues of concern to the Commission more difficult.

Compliznce with ICCAT recommendations has been particularly poor for bluefin tung in the eastern Atlantic {I
hope that we are seeing a willingness to change that this year) and may be significantly affecting recovery in the western
Atlantic, We are extremely concerned that those fishing for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic, particularly in the
Mediterranean, have exhibited tittle evidence of conformance to the 1974 recommendations to implement a minimum size
of 6.4 kg and to limit fishing mortality to then-recent levels.

The SCRS assessment of east Atlantic-Mediterranean bluefin funa conducted in 1994 indicates that fishing moctality
rates have mcreased substantially on all age groups sinca 1974, Although there is considersble uncertainty abount trends
in stock size in recent years, the assessment suggests that the numbers of ages 4 und older has declined substantially since
the 1970's, and that the rate of declinge may have nccelerated since the mid-late 1980°s,

Wes can see the situation continues to get worse. Do we continue to talk until the stock collapses? SCRS has
expressed its grave concern about the status of east Atlantic bluefin tuna. Shouldn't we he equally as concerned? SCRS
recommends that every effort be made to adhere (o the current measures on the size limit of 6.4 kg, and it expressly
recornmends that steps be taken so that no age 0 fish aré caught. They also recommend that efforts be made to redoce the
current level of fishing mortality, and since the 1574 recommendation was referenced earlier in this paragraph, I think
the logical assumption is to the level recommended in 1974, There needs to be clarification of the lavel of fishing mortality
intended by the 1574 recommendstion. (I recognize that is a task that needs to be pursued in Panel 2, but) what is ICCAT
going to do to see that countries meet those recommendations?

To eliminits any comfision and ensure futare eampliancs, it is very important that the 1974 recommendation to
limit fishing mortality ta "recent” Jevels be defined specifically. Last year in this Committes, we discussed using the
recorded averages of 1973 snd 1974 landings as a proxy for “recent” levels.

In addition, the minimurm size limit of 6.4 kg bas not been respected and there have been larpe catches of ape 0
fish {well in excess of the 15% tolersnce), One way to addresy the high catch level of bluefin tuna less than the minimum
size would be to eliminale the 15% tolerance, which existy for the entire Conventicn Area, for bluefin funa less than 6.4
ke and not aliow sale in any markets of bluefin tuna less than this size. The U.S. already disallows any landings of bluefin
tuna less than 6.4 kg and prohibits the sele of bluefin tuna less than 70 ioches (178 cm).

The 15.8. continues to believe, as we have stated for the last two years, that it wonld be irresponsible for the
Commission to ignore these infractions and T believe it is one of the responsibilities of this Committee to muke that point.
We helieve this Committee should insist that countries adhere to the curreat (1974) management recommendations limiting
the cateh of small fish {or implement the more stringent scenario sugpested above} and abide by the 1974 recommendation
to limit fishing mortality. If couniries do not take responsible acHons to enfarce ICCAT recommendations, the U.S.
believes that ICCAT should consider other measures to ensure compliance.

[ have focussed oo bluefin tuna sincs this has been an issue for much too long, but the same concerns apply to

swordfish and the other speciss where compliance is being ignored. Are the Committee and the Commission going to
address their respansibilities? If nof, we wonder how long YCCAT can last.

B8



INFRALTIONS COMMITTEE APPENDICES

Appendix 3 to Annex 6

STATEMENT BY CANADA
TQ THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

Mr, Chairman:

[ would like to first congratulate you on the work you have done in the last couple of years in trying to get this
Committee involved in & more meaningful way in the work of the Commission. Cannda, as in the past, is committed to
assisting you in this regard in any way we can. '

I think it is important for this Committee te focus some attention on the castern Atlantic bluefin stock.

In 1974, 2 recommendation was made that Contracting Parties tnke the nacessary measures to prohibit any taking
and landing of bluefin weighing less than 6.4 kg. Thers was also a tolerance pranted allowing an incidental catch of
smaller bluefin providing it not exceed 15% of the number of fish per landing of each fishing vessel. It is untorlunate for
us %o note that this recommendation has been regularly ignored in the east Atlantic bluefin fishery. .

As you may recall, Mr. Chairman, Canada made a statement at the 1993 meeting reparding this issue. At that time
we referred to the effect on ICCAT’s credibility that this lack of compliance is causing. This year; Canada is even more
concerned with the fishing activitizs in the east becanse of growing scientific evidence regarding mixing of the stocks. We
are finding it increasingly difficult to accept that those of us in the west must adhere to very stringent management
measures for bluefin, while many of thase countries fishing west of 45 deprees seem to completaly ignore the measures
in place there.

I can understand how it is sometimes difficult for countries to control their fishing .fleets in sny ocoe year,
particularly in distant water fisheries.

However, to allow this type of disregard for the [CCAT munagement measures year after yem:- calls into guestion
the ability of the organization ta effe,chvely manage ths stocks,

With the increasing poss1b111ty that at.uwtles on one side af the Atlantic mny mdeed have an af{'@ct on the other
side, it is becoming much more important that countries immediately implement the necessary meesures to ensure Lhat they
are abiding by the measures adopted in 1974.

Appendix 4 to Annex 6

GUIDELINES FOR REPORTS TO THE INFRACTTONS COMMITTEE
ON TMPLEMENTATION OF ICCAT MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to provide a mechanism for the annual reporting of all information relevant to the implementation of
ICCAT recommended tuna manegement measures, member countries are requested (o include specifie mformation on the
following aspects in their annual National Reports to the Commission,

~ Description of the statistical data collection systems used by member countries to monitar their tuna fisheries,
emphasizing the degree of covernge of own-flag and cooperative ventures in local and distant waters. An

indication shonld e given of the statistical coverage of retained and discarded catches.

— Detuils of implementation of ICCAT Statistical Document Systems (where applicahle), and the collection and
reporting of tuna trade statistics.
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— Delniled information on practical steps taken to implement ICCAT tuna management measurss, such as
minimmum size limits, tote] catch and effort limitations and restrictions on re~flagging of vessels, in addition
to the general details included in the Secretariat Report.

— Details of mepection of own, and other country’s tuna eatches, both under the auspices of the ICCAT Port
Inspection Scheme and under dumestlc mspectlon progmms presenting results on undersized fish or excess
catches observed.

Appendix 5 to Annex 6

"PROPOSAL BY JAPAN
TO THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE,

Enforcement Committee

Terms of Refersnce
1. Review complianee to the Commission's measures by:

1) Rewviewing fishing activities of the Contracting P&rtle.s in the Cunventmn Area thraugh natmnal reports to the
SCRS ava:la'b{e catch and trade statistics;

T ) Exchangmg and reviewing information on domestic measnres for the 1mplementanon of the’ Comrm.‘:smu 8
o recommendations thrangh national reports to the Enforcement Committee; -

h. Reviewing enforcemant activities of the Contracting Parties in the Convention Area thrnugh natmnal rEpI:}rte to the
“Enforcement Committes;

c. Considering and developing suitable and effective measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the
: Convention and, iii pacticular, to consider the desirability of setting up a system 'of internutional enforcement; and

d. Makinp recommendation‘; for enhanned enforcement of the Comn‘ussmn 8§ recnmmendatlous, ng ﬂppmpmate to the
1 Comimission.
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RESOLUTION: ALTION PLAN

ANNEX 7

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
CONCERNING AN ACTION PLAN TO ENSURE EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE CGNSERVATION PROGRAM FOR ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA

RECOGNIZING that the goal of ICCAT is to maintain populations of tuna and tona-like fishes in the Atlantic at
levels which will permit harvesting maximum sustainable yield;

BEING AWARE that the link between trade and environment is being addrassad in other i.uternaliunal fora;

RECALLING that the 1992 Recommendation Concerning the ICCAT Bluafin Tuna Statistical chument Program,
which requires that all bluefin tuna, when imported into the territory of a Contracting Party or'at the first entry into a
Regional Economic Organization, .be accompanied by an ICCAT Hluefin Tuna Statistical Document;

CONSIDERING the cuntinuiné need for action to ensure the effectiveness of the ICCAT conservation pragram
for Atlantic blusfin tuna; .

RECOGNIZING that & siynificant nomber of vessels registered to nations which are not Cootracting Pariizs (o
ICCAT are catching Atlantic bluefin tuna;

BEING AWARE of the strenuous efforts by Contracting Parties to ensure enforcement of ICCAT's conservation
and management measures and o cncnurage non-Contractmg Parties to ahide by these measures;

NOTING that the ICCAT's ability to mmaﬂgts Atianhc bluefin tona on a sustainahle basis is diminished by
harvesting contrary to ICCAT recommendations snd recognizing the nzed to take further strenuous measures fo epsure
the effectivensss of the ICCAT bluefin tuna conszrvation program;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLVES THAT:

a. The Infractions Committee shall review, during the 1994 meeting and annually therenfter, the tmplementation
by each Contracting Party of accepted Commission Recommendations. The Commission shall decide, by the Bﬂd Df 1994
"and annually thereafter, any necessary hew measures to be taken to ensure compliance by Conh‘autmg Partms

h. The Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of I[CCAT Statisties and Conservation Mea.sures shall
identify, during the 1994 meeting and ammually thereafter, thase non-Contracting Parties whose vessels have been fishing
for Atlantic bluelin tupa in a manner which'diminishes the- sffectivensss of therelevant conservation recommendations
. of the Commission on Atlantic binefin tuna, based on the catch data compiled by the Commission, the trade information
obtaimed through national statistics and the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program, and other relevanl information
obtainad in ports and at the fishing grounds.

&, The Commission shall request those Parties ideatified in pnragraph (b} to rectify their fishing activities so as not
to diminish the effectiveness of. 1he ICCAT. bluefin tl.ma cnnservahon pmgram and tc advise the Commission of actions
taken in that regard.

d. The Contracting Perties shall jointly and individually request that non-Contracting Parties fishing Atlantic bluefin
tnma in the Convention Area cooperate fully with the Commission in implementing the ICCAT blusfin tuna conservation
. program. .

¢. The Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures shall
review, by the end of 1995 and annually theresfter, the actions taken by those Parties identified and requested in
parageaphs ‘(b), {c); ‘and {d), and 'identify the Parties which have not rectified their fishing activities.

f. To ensure the effectivencss of the ICCAT bluefin tunz consewannn program, the Cammmsmn will recommend

the Contracting Parties to take non-diseriminatory trade restrictive measures, consistent with their international obligations,
on blushn tuna products in any form, from the Parties identified in paragraph (e).

01
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ANNEX 8

RESQLUTION ON INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF THE
+:ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAM'

BEARING in mind the Recommandation Concerning the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program
adopted at the Eighth Special Meeting of the Commission (Madrid, November 1992);. A T

RECALLING the Recommendation Concerning the Implementation of the ICCAT Bfuefin Tuna Statisticel
Document Program on Fresh Products adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting (Madrid, Novemher 1993);

RECALLING FURTHER the Resolution Concerning Validation by a Government Official of the Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document sdopted at the Thirteenth Repular Meeting (Madrid, November 1993);

STRESSING the necessity of preparing complete documents in exporting countries to provide. adequate
gtahisties to [CCAT;,

AND RECOGNIZING the need to clarify the requircments segarding validation of statistical doctments;

'THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS {ICCAT)
-RESQLVES THAT: -

1. The Recommendation Coacerning the ICCAT Bluefin tuna Statistical Document Pragram adopted at the Eighth
Special Meeting of the Commission (Madrid 1992) shall apply to ail bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus).

2. Upon impoertation into the territory of a Contracting Party or first entry into & regional economic organization,
all bluefin tuna shall be accompanied hy an ICCAT Blusfin Tuna Stetistical Document. Thers is no waiver
of this requircmant

3. Each Bluefin Tuna Stanstlcal Document shall be vahdated by -3 govemm&nt uffit.ml un.less ali hluehu tona
available for salg: | -

. (a] are tagged by the expurtm& stale or entity;
. (b) are recorded in an ICCAT-achpted loghook; or

{c) are recorded in an ICCAT- acce.pted information retrieval system

- . N e
In thB case of {b} and (), vahdatmn by an institetion accredltad by the government is required.. - -

4. "Summary of catch statistics of bluefin tuna other than Attanbic biuefin tuna need pot be pruwdad to ICCAT

""" in order to'receive an accepiatce of legbook or information retrieval systems,

5. The Permanent Working Group for the Impravement of [CCAT Statistics and Conservation Measares (PWG)
is authorized by the Commission to prant acceptance of the loghook or information retricval 'ayi;tcm of non-
Contracting Parties. The eriteria for acceptance of these logbooks and information retrieval systems are set
cut m the. Appendut to this Resnlutmn No mtenm waivers will be granted

6. -~ The Commission hereby adopts the cnterla fnr acneptance of logbonk and mformatmn reétrieval’ systerns ns :et
oul in the Appendix to'this Resolution.



RESOLUTION: BTSDP INTERPRETATIDN/APPLICATIDN

Appendix

Criteria for ICCAT Accﬁpt{inééi-'“‘f
~ of Loghooks and Information Retrieval Systems

PURPOSE

Provide 2 mechamism for ICCAT to determine if a Flag state has & loghook system or statistical information

retrieval system that is consistent with the needs of the Cammission.

R

CRITERIA

Any flag stats applying for acceplance of its logbaok or statistical information retrieval system must provide
to, ICCAT the following infarmation for ali fish harvested by vessels flying its flag. All of the fc:Il.owmg criteria
must be met before ICCAT can accept sither system.

A. Informarion Retrieval System

The tollowing must be provided:

I.  Capies of sll pertinent gavernment regulations requiring routine provision ta the competent guvernment
autherity of accurate information related to &ll bluefin tuna harvests. At a minimum this information must
include the weight of fish harvested, the date of harvesting, thie aren of harvest, the gear and the name
of vessel or trap. Such repulations are essential to a statistical information retrieval system.

1I. Copies of all pertinent regnlations respecting penalties for non-compliance with the regulations referred
to in Paragraph A.[. Penalties should be sufficient to deter non-compliance,

III, Copies of all policies and procedures respecting enforcement of the regulations raferred to in paragraph
A.l and examples of sales slips or other similar tracking documents,

IV. Penalties that have been imposed in cases of non-compliance.

V. An outline of means the flag state would use to provide evidence of the ongic of exported fish if
requested to do so by authorilies at the fizal point of import.

V1. The name, address and Fax number of each accredited institation plus a copy of the official imprint of
stamps and seals,

B. Logbooks

The following must be provided:

I.

L.

II1.

1V,

Copies of all pertinent government regulations requiring a1l fishermen to complete and suhmit loghooks.
Such regulaticms are essential to a logbook system which must include requirements to provide the weight
of fish harvested, the data of karvesting, the area of harvest, the pear and the name of vessel or trap.

Capies of all pertinenl regulations respecting penalties of sufficient pravity to deter non-compliance with
the regulations referred to in Paragraph B.L

Copies of all policies and pracedures respecting enforcement of the regulations referred to in Paragraph
B.I and samples of logbooks and any other relevant documentation.

Penalties that have been lavied in cases of non-compliance,
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V. An outline of how the flag state would use the logbook system to determine the origin of exported fish
if requested to do 5o hy authorities at the final pomt of tmport.

VI. The name, sddress and fax pumber of each accredited institution plus a copy of the official imprint of
stamps and seals.

PROCED URES

Requasts for ance.ptance of a statistical mformatmn retrieval system or Iogbook system should be directed to
the Execntive Scerstary. The Executive Secratary will review the documentation submitted in suppert of the regnest
and, if satisfied that the documentation is complete, well gend the documentation as scon as possible ta lhe
Contracting Parties for review by the PWG. .

“The members of the Permanent Working Group will reviaw the application and communicate o the BExscutive
Secretary whether to grant acceptance. Five members of the Permanent Working Group shall constitute 8 quornm.
The decision will ba taken by simple majority. A mail vote may be taken. .

Aceceptance granted by ICCAT will become effective on the 60th day following the date that the 1CCAT
Exscutive Secratary mails the letter notifying of such acceptance. The Executive Secretary shall circulate capies
of the letter to all the Conotracting Parties,

The PWG shall from time to time review the acceptance any mey rescind any such acceptance if it datermines
“thet the relevant state or entity failed to maintnin ICCAT accepted {ogbook or infarmation: retrieval systems.
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RESOLUTION: EFFECTIVE INPLEMENTATION BTSTP

ANNEX 9

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
CONCERNING THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAM

RECALLING that the Resolution concerning the Validation by a Government Official of the Bloefin
Statistical Document and the Recommendation Coneerning the Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Program on Fresh Prodocts were adopted by 1CCAT at its 13th Repular Mesting held in November
1993;

RECOQGNIZING thst timely provision of information on validation from flag countries is essential for
importing countries to implement the Program smoothly and effectively;

CALLING ON non-Centracting Partiss which have major bluefin tuna import markets to join in the
implementation of the Program as importing countries;

BEING AWARE of the need to establish a mechanism for comparing export and import data (¢ eshance
credibility of the statistical data obtained by the Program; and '

STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE of collecting data on fresh/chilled bluefin tuna without deteriorating
product quality;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT:

i, Each Contracting Pasty shall provide to the Executive Secretary a sample of its statistical document form
requirad with bluefin tuna imports and information on validation (e.p. type of validation, name of the
arganizativa which validates the documents, titie of officials wheo validae the documents, sample impression
af stamp or seal, tag samples), and inform him of any change in a timely fashion;

b. The Execulive Secreiary shall request information on validation from all the non-Caortracting Partiss fishing
and exporting bluefin tuna to Contracting Parties, and request them to inform bim iz a timely fashion of
any changes in the information provided;

e The Exscutive Secretary shall maintain and update information specified in paragraphs a and b and provide
it to all the Contraeting Parties and promptly circulate any chanpes;

d, The Commicsion shall request the non-Contracting Parties which are major importing countries af biuefin
tuna {o cooperats with implementation of the Program and to provide to the Commission data obtained fram
such implementation;

& The Contracting Parties which export or import bluafin tupa shall compile data from the Documents;

f. Tha Contracting Parties which import bluefin tuna shall report the data collected by the Program to the
Executive Szcretary each year by April 1 for the period of July 1 - December 31 of the preceding year and
Octaber 1 for the period of January 1 - June 30 of the current year, which shail be circulaled to all the

Contracting Parties by the Executive Secretary. The format of the reparl is attached as an Addendum;

g. The Contracting Parties which export bluefin tuna shall examine export data upon receiving the import data
mentioned in paragraph f above from the Executive Secretary, and report the results to the Commission.

h. The Contracting Parties should exchange copies of statistica! documents to facilitate the examination
mentioned in paragraph g.
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Addendrem

BIANNUAL REPORT OF THE ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT

Period _ to S - 'Import Country

MONTH © HONTH - YEAR s

Flag Area | Geer Point of Froduct Type Product
Couatry Code { Code © Export : - F/FR/RDI/GG/DR/FLIOT We.(kp)
] ¢

Gear {ode +  Gear Type
BB . . _ Bajthoat
GILL ' Gillnet
HAND S o Hand-line
HARP Harpoon
LL Lohgline
HUT nid-water trawl
ps : L Puree seine
AR Rod & reel
SPHL Sport Hand-Lline '
SPoR S5part fisharies unelassified
SURF Surface fisheries unclassitied
TL S Tended Line o
TRAP - Trap
TROL Troll
LNEL Unclassified methods
OTH Other type (Indicate the type of gear):
Product Type Ares Code
oo o Fresh Y _ ) _ " west Atlantic
FR N Frozen ' EA ’ o ' East Atlantic
G& ~Gilied B gutted MED . - © - . Kediterranean
DR Dressed . PAC . . _ ., Pacific |
FL Fillet - o
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RESOLUTION: COORDIMNATION NCP

ANNEX 10

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON
COORDINATION WITH NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES

RECQGNIZING that the internutional community hes en important responsibility to conserve the tunz and
tuna-like resources of the Atlantic for present and future generations;

RECOGNIZING that the problem of ensuring such sustainability cannot be resolved properly unlcss all
nations fishing these species wark together cooperating thromgh the Commission, which is the accredited
international body with jurisdiction regarding these species in the Convention Area;

RECALLING that the on-going United Nations Coanference on Streddling Stocks and Highly Migratory
Species has emphasized the importance of ensuring the conservation of highly migratory species through
international fisheries organizations such as the Commission;

THEREFORE, THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT:

1. The Executive Sscretary of ICCAT shall contact all non-Contracting Parties known to be fishing in the
Convention Area for species under the competence of the Conventian to urge them to become Contracting
Parties or "Cooperating Parties”. A Cooperating Party shall be defined as a non-Contracting Party that does
pot hold membership in ICCAT as a Contracting Party but veluntarily fishes in conformity with the
Conservation decisions of ICCAT.

3

Nan-Contracting Parties that continue (o fish for bluefin tuna and that do not become Caoperating Parties
shall be advised that their continued fishing outside ICCAT’s conservation measures will diminish the
effectiveness of those measures.

3. Cooperating Parties may attend the mestings of ICCAT as observers.

4, The Executive Secretary shall provide to noa-Contracting Parties referred to in paragraph 1 above a copy
of all relevant [CCAT Resolutions and Recommendations adopted by TCCAT.
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ANNEX 11

RESQLUTION BY ICCAT ON.'FISH]NG IN ’I‘HEIMEDITERRANEAN
DURING SPAWNING MONTHS

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLYES THAT:

1. The Execntive Secretary shall advise all Non-Contracting Parties known ta have fished for hluefin tupa in the
* Mediterranean (as determined from Contracting Party reports supplied to the Secretariat), that fishing for
- bluefin if said area during the period 1 June to 31 July using large peldgis longline fiching vessels greater than
24 meters in length is prehibited by ICCAT and that non-conformity with this recommendation undermines
the effectiveness of ICCAT.

2. The Execufive Secretary shafl fumish said Non:Contracting Parties with a eopy of the relevant ICCAT
recommendations arid inform these Non-Coatracting Pacties that such fishing activities are within the scope
of the "Resolution by ICCAT Concerning an Action Plan to Ensure the Effectiveness of the Conservation
Program for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna" adopted by ICCAT at its Winth Special Mesting in 1994,

[
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ANNEX 12

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
REGARDING THE AGREEMENT TO PROMOTE COMPLIANCE WITH
INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES
BY FISHING VESSELS ON THE HIGH SEAS

RECOGNIZING that =11 Statas have = right to fish on the high seas, subject to the rules of international
law as embodied in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea;

RECOGNIZING that States should conduct responsible fisheries, as recognized in international fore, and
evidenced by the recommendztion of the Food and Agrnculinre Organization of the United Nations (FAQO) to create
& Code of Conduct for Rcspunsi’ale Fishing;

OBSERVING that amang the ohjectives of the International Commissian for the Conservation of Atlentic
Tuna is the effactive conservation and rational management of tunas and tuna-like spsciss in the Atlantic Oceun
and adjacent seas;

CONSIDERING that the Conference of the Fond and Apriculture Orpanization of the United Nations
approved, at its 27th Session, held in November 1993, and opened for acceptance the Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management Mansures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas;

CONSIDERING that this Apreement forms an integra! part of the Internationa! Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fishing mentioned in the Cancun Declaration of May 1692,

BEARING IN MIND that the ICCAT Resolution in Support of the Elaboration of an Iaternational Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fishing, adopted in Nevember 1893, encourages the acceptunce of this "Agrecment” as
soon as possible by all ICCAT Contracting Parties;

CONSIDERING that this Agreement requires cach Contracting Party to maintein a register of high seas
fishing vessels entitled to fly its flag; -

THE INTEENATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

That [CCAT Contracting Parties should take the neecessary measures as soon as possible to maintain a
register of all high seas fishing vessels of more than 24 meters in length, authorized to fly their flag in the
Convention Area of the International Convention for the Conservetion of Atlantic Tunas. Contracting Parties should
provide ICCAT with the names of vessels entered on this register and annually of any changes thereto.

Once the length of vessels to which the FAQ Agreemsnt is applicable in the Meditsrranean is sstablished,
relevant Contracting Parties should include such information in their registers.

ICCAT shall encourage non-Cantracting Parties to provide the same information as requested above.
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ANNEX 13

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
ON COMPLIANCE WITH THE ICCAT CO‘*ISERVATION
AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES

RECALILING that the Commission hos taken various conservation and managemen! measures on tuna and uoa-like
species in the Convention Area;

NOTING the Recommendation on Supp]eme:ntal Regulalory Measures for the Management of Eastern Atlantic
Biuefin Tuna adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting in 1993, which prohibits the fishing for bluefin topa using longline
fishing vessels greater than 24m io length in the Mediterranean during the perind from June 1 ta July 31;

FURTHER NOTING the Recommendation on the Munugement of Bluefin Tona Fishing in the Centsal North
Aflantic Ocean adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Meeting in 1993, which limits the bluefin tuna catch in this area and
prohihits the initiation of a new fishery targeting bluefin tuna for a period of two years;

BEING AWARE of the nead ta ahtain and monitor coopertion from the non-Contracting Parties with ICCAT
conservation and management measures to ensure the effectiveness of the Commission's recommendations:

RECOGNIZING the need to dsvelop a mechanism to monitor fishing activities by non-Contracting Parlies in the
Convention Ares and {o take possible ways and means based on the collected information to deter fishing activities of non-
Contracting Parties which undermine conservation and management measures of the Commission;

ALSO RECOGNIZING the need to improve compliance by Cantracting Parties in the Convention Area;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT:

1. The Contructing Purties siould colleet any information on the sighting of vessels of Contracting and non-Contracting
Parties, as set out below, throngh their enfarcement and surveillance operations in the Convention Area. Such information
should be transmitted prompily to the Executive Secretary (8 sighting information sheet is attached as an Addendum):

a) Large pelagic tuna longline fishing vessels greater than 24m in 1eﬁgth operating in the Mediterranean during
the peried from June 1 to July 31,

b) Vessels that appear to be:

iy  fishing bluefin tuna in the north Attantic without regard to the smentlﬁc mnmtnrmg quota in the
western Atlantie;
ity directing a fishery on bluefin tuna spawning stacks in the Gulf af Mexico; or,
i) ﬁshmg bluefin tuna in the central North Atiantic {north of 40°N, between 35°W and 45°W) contrary
* to the relevant Commission recommendatian, . __
iv) fishing tuna and Rina-like species contrary to the relevant Commission Recommendations other than
i, 11, and iIi.

2. TFhe Contracting Parties should encourage those of their fishermen who operatz in the Convention Area fo collect the
information on the vesssls set out in paragraph 1.

3. When a vessel described in paragraph 1 is sighted and:

a) flies the flag of a Conlracting Party, the Executive Secretary shall, upon receiving the information from the
Contracting Party which sighted the vessel, immediately transmit it to the relevant Contracting Party which
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shall immediately take appropriate action with respect to the vessel in questior. Such Contracting Party sball
promptly inform the Commission of the actions taken,

b) flies the flag of a non-Contracting Party, the Executive: Secretary shall, upon receiving the information from
the Contracting Party which sighted the vessel, immediately transmit it to the relevant non-Contracting Party
and request that it promptly take oppropriate action o ensure thal the effectiveness of the [CCAT conservation
measures are not undermined and inform the Commission of the results of such action, The Executive
Secretary shall compile the information and provide it to the Commission,

c) the flag state cannot be identified, the Executive Secretary shall campile the information received from the
Contracting Parties which sight such vesseis and provide it to the Commission.

4. Appropriate authorities of Contracting Parties are encouraged, upon the consent of the master, to board and collect
information on pelagic fishing vessels of non-Contraciing Parties Ashing in the Convention Area. hltormatlon collected
from such courtesy baprdings shall be compiled and reported to tha Commission.

5. Any Contracting Party in whase ports bluefin tuna fishing or transport vessels enter and any Contracting Party-which
has poris identified by the Statistical Document Program as a point of export of bluefin tuna should muke every effort o
collect the following information on the tuma vessels of mon-Contracting Parlivg in its ports {the uppended e.l];htm;.=
information sheet shauld be used for this purposs) and report the information collected to the Commission:

.. @) Vessel Type and Name
b) Flag and Port of Registry
c) Intemational Radio Call Sign
d) Registration Number
¢) Length and Gross Tannage
fy Fishing Gear Description (e.g. type, amount)
g) Nationzlity of master, officers and crew
h) Date of Entry and Departure
1) Activities at port (supply, landing, transhipment, ete.)
j) Qther relevant information

6. Such Contracting Party should make every effort to photograph the vesselz and cullact the following information
through interviews with vessel masters, officers or crew:

a) Name and Address of the Owner

b) Name and Address of the Operatar

¢) Amount of catch, landing or transshipment by species
d} Arep, Target Specicy &nd Perind of Fishing

7. Each Contracting Party shall make every effort to ensurs that bluefin tuna hurvestsd by its vessels and describad in
each Statistical Document has not been takes contrary to the Commission’s conservation and management measures,

B. Each Contracting Party should seek to discourage, in accordaase with its law, its nationals from assnciating with the
setivities of non-Contracting Parties which undermine the effectiveness of the ICCAT conservation and management

INEasUrss.

9. The Contracting Parties should review the ICCAT Scheme of Post Inspection with a view to developing an effective
enfarcement scheme to sobance complisnce with the ICCAT Recommendsations. :

10. The Execntive Secretary shall transmit this Resolntion to all non-Contracting Parties and request their coopsratian
for the effective implementation of this Resolution,
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o
Addendun

o : : SIGHTING INFORMATION SHEET

1

1. Date of Sighting:  Meonth Day | Yenr

1. Position of Vessel Sighted:

S T AL Sear ' Latitude " Longitude
At Port:  Name of Port Country

3. Name of the Vessel Sighted::

4. Flag Country:

5. Pore (and Country) of Regisiry:

. 6. Type of Vessel:

Il 7. International Radio Call Sign:

8. Registration Number:

9. Estimated Length and Gross Tonnage: m o MT

10. Fishing Gear Description:

Type: Estimated quantity {urits)

11. Nationality of Captain: Officer: ’ Crew:

12. Vessel Situation When Sighted at Sea (Please check):

Fishing Cruising Drifting Transwhlppmg Other

13 Type 0!“ Ach-nhes of the Vessol Slghted at Sea (Please check):

1} Lerge pelagic tuna longlina fishing vessels greater than 24m in length operating in the
Mediterragean during the period from Tune 3 to July 31

2y Vessels actually or possible ecgaged in bluafin tina fishing that is cnntrary to. the quota
established by the Commission for scientific monitoring purposes in the western Atlantic

3} Vessels actually or possible enpaged in a directed fishery on bluefin tuna spawning stocks in the
_ Gulf of Mexico .

- 4) Vessels actually. or possihle engnged mn fishing bleefin tuna contrary to the Cnmn‘usslnn s
regulation in the central north Atlantic (north of 40N, batween 35°W and 45°W).
5} Vessels actually or possible engaged. in fishing bluefin tuna contrary to the Commission .
Regulations other then above (Specify)

14. Date of Entry and Departare (Port Sighting Only)

Entry: M D , Y Departure: M , D VY
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15. Aclivities at Port {Port Sighting Only) (Please check):

Supply Landing © - Transshipment Other {Specify)

1&. Other Relative Information:

NOTE: THE SECTIONS BELOW ARE FOR NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES' VESSELS SIGHTED

AT
PORT ONLY. Fill out the following when information is obtained by interviewing the vessel

master, officers and/or crew:

17. Nume and Address of the Qwner:

18. Name and Address of the Operator:

19. Estiniated Amount of Catch, Landing, or Transshipment {when paossible, by species) in metric tons
(MT):

._..j_[‘(_)T-:-’.q.I.. MT BLUEFIN MT BIGEYE .. MT YELLOWFIN MT
ALBACORE MT SWORDFISH "MT  BILLFISEES MT OTHERS MT

20. Fishing Area, Target Species, and Pertod of Fishing:

Fishing Area: Target Species: Fishing Period: From to

21. Other Information:

THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS COLLECTED BY:

OFFICER'S NAME: TITLE:

NAME OF VESSEL: AIRCRAFT: CR PORT:
DPATE: (Monih) {Day) (Year)

SIGNATURE:
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SRR e ANNEX 14

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT

o ON VESSEL MONITORING.
FIRST: For better monitoring of f shmg activities and catches of fishing Vessels aperatmg m the
: Convantlun Ared, L
L . . .o "'1'; Jr‘-l-:"-li\-_-'{ . ' . L. St .“

- wtno+ e . #THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION cae ol
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLVES: .

..To establish a working.group consisting of representatives of Contracting Parties w1th the
following terms of reference: ,
To study the establishment of satellite tzacking and catch reporting sysiems or equivalent sys‘t.ems

for vessels of Contracting Parties fishing for tunas or tuna-jike species in the Convention- Ares;

L ) LRI Lo R R L T B

SECOND: The Commission calls an all non-Contracting Parties whose vessels fish for tunas or tuna-like
© .gpecies in the Convention Area to participate as observers in the work of the working grnup wlth
B view to valuntary compliance with the system(s) to be adopted o e
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ANNEX 15

REPORT OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF
ICCAT STATISTICS AND CONSERVATION MEASURES

' {Tokyo, Japan - April 19-21, 1994)

1. Opening of the meeling

1.1 The Second Meeting of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and
Conservation Measures was held at the Diamond Hotel, Tokyo, Japan, at the invitation of the Government of Japan, from
April 19 to 21, 1984. The mesting was convened by My, B. Hallman {U,8.A.}, Chairman of the Permanent Working
Group, Delegates'from the following ICCAT Contracting Parties atiended: Canada, France, Japan, Porlugal, Spein, and
the U.8.A. The [CCAT Secrelariat was also prssent.

1.2 After a brief welcome address by Mr, Hallman, the meeting was opened, and Mr. K. Shims, the Deputy
Director of the Japan Fisheries Agency, and Head Delegate of JTapan to ICCAT, gave the opening address. He welcomed
all the participants, and expressed his appreciation to all those present for their part in helping to carry on the important
work of the Permanent Workiog Group. Mr. Shima referred to ICCAT’s achievements in bluefin tune conservation and
manapement {(e.g., a 50% reduction in the quota for the west Atlantic, regulating the catch in the central north Atlantie,
and hanning large scale longline operations in the Mediterranean Sea in June and July). He noted. that inf spite of these
conservation efforts, certain sectors still attempt to po ahead with trade monitoring at CITES. However, he ¢onsidered
that such action would not supplement the comprehensive measures being implemented by the ICCAT. He'hotéd that
ICCAT already had a trade monitoring mechanism. He felt that the goal of conservativn dnd menagement of bluéfin tuna
can only be achieved by controlling both harvest and commerce by ICCAT in a coordinated fashion. Mr. Shima noted
that the Working Group is entering new fields of discussion, snch as trnde and environment, and facing new challenges,
which muay require bold decisions. In closing, Mr Shima WlEIhLd ull the participants a snocessful meeting and a pleasant
stay in Japan.

1.3 Dr. P. M. Miyake (ICCAT Secretariat} welcomed all the participants on behzlf of the TCCAT Executive
Secretaiy, and noted that the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program has, since it started in 1992, drawn
considerable attention From many non-Contracting Partiea to ICCAT’s conservation efforts. He thanked the Governmient
of Japan for praviding sufficient funding ta hast this mesting and to assume the expenses of two members of' the
Secretariat staff, particularly since there was ne ICCAT budgetary provision for holding this meeting.

1.4 The Head Delegates introduced their respective delegations. The List of Partlmpa.nts is nttached as Appendix
2 to this Report.

1.5 Whils thanking the Government of Japan for hosting this important mceting, Mr. W. Martin, Head of the U.5.
Delegation, referred to the sacrifices made by Canada, Japan and the U.8.A. in implementinp tze rq,ulutmns on western
Atuntic bluefin tuny, Mr, Martin referred to the World Trade Organization {(WTOQ), recently established at thc: conclusmn
of the Urupuay Round trade agreement, and looked forward to working within this new scheme. He referred to thc various
problems associated with bluefin tuna stock status, and mentioned that his Government is in the process of considering
the listing of Atlantic bluefin tuna in Appendix IT of CITES. He pointed cut that his agency was opposed to this praposal
but that the decision would be made by the Fish and Wildlife Service of the U.5. Department of the Interior. He
considered that the conclusions of this Working Group would be very important in the decision by the U.5. Government
on this issue. He indicated that the use of Gade measures would be the last resort to take any action agamst the cuuntneb
which undermine the effectiveness of the ICCAT management recommendations,

1.6 Mr. R. Conde, representing Spain, also thanked the Japanese Government for its hospitality in hosting this
meeting. He observed that the Working Group should not lose sight that it is working within the framework of ICCAT,
which has an intrinsically valid management mandate. He emphesized the importance of ensuring in our discussians that
there are benefits derived in being a Contracting Party to ICCAT and advantages in practicing responsible fishing. Mr.
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Conde remarked that another basic premisc was to see how far the Commission can work o establishing maximum
thresholds for Coatracting Parties and minimum threshalds for non-Contracting Parties. He hoped that the Working Group
can reach a consensus oo a maximum threshold and net [ose sight of warking within the JICCAT. He also emphasized the
impertance of reaching some typs of conclusions that are GATT compsatible. Any external pressare, from other fars, have
to be taken into account, but he emphasized that the ICCAT itself is an effective conservation body as regards hluefin tuna
and that the relative importance of external pressures should be carefully evaluated,

2. Eiection of Eappnrteuf )

2.1 The Chairman asked the ICCAT Seeretariat ta serve as R&[}{}Dﬂﬁi}.{.l The Secretariat aci:e.pted this responsibility.

3. Adoption of Agenda

3.1 The Tentative Agenda was adopted without change, with the understanding that several items on the Agenda
are interreluted and hence completing, discussion under one. item would not preclude returm:lg tu that Item for further
discussion at.a later time, . . Lo : ' S e

32TheAgendn, as ﬁdap.t,e,d,._is‘..,a.[:tached as Appendix 1 to this Repart.

4, Review of the lmplementatmn of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Decurnent l’rogra.m

al Amnm by ;rzembe.' mm:mev and tha Ser.'remr it
da. l The. DeTegata of Jepan presented a repm't concerning information on validation of the Statistical Document,

culle.cted thmugh actions taken by Japan (Document JAPAN{/11}, since the ICCAT Statistical Document Program started
in Septemher, 1993, for frozen products. He indicated that fapan had requested the Secretariat to muke 1 mq_umaa ameng
the Contractipg Pﬂsrhes as to the agency responsible for the validation of the Statistical Documents. Japan also provided
the Secretariat with a list of countries which have exported bluefin tune to the Japanese market, On snd sfter March 4,
1994, Japan contacted 33 non-Contracting Parties, through diplomatie charnels, and infartmed thew that frash bluefin tuna
products will be mcluded in the Progmm after Juge 1, 1994, Japan also mentioned that it hed contacted ail the Caniractmg
and NDD.—CD]JIIHCTLD.}: 1 Parties that export bluefin tuna bo the Tapanese market, asking how the validations would he c:{mel:l
out, the title of officials wha can validate, etc,

.. 4a.2 Ths Delegate of Spain regrstted the absence. of a Representative from the European Union (EU) and pointed
out that severa! items on the Agendn conld coms under Community competence and that the Group should take due note
of this fact, In the absence of an EU Representative, the Delegate of Spain infortned the Working Group that the Fisheries
Courcil of the EU bad, on April, 12; 1994,.approved a-Community Regulation which established statistical monitoring
of the trade of bluefin pa. Mr. Conde indicated that-this Community Regulation will allow the-Eurapean Unian to sat
up an internal system of data collection to be forwarded to ICCAT, Since only thres members of the EU are currently
members of ICCAT (France, Portugal and Spain), this would ensure data collection for ICCAT from other EU Memher
States, partlcularly for one major bluefin producng country which is not currently & member of ICCAT.

4a.3 Mr. Conde also informed the Working Group on the form which the EU Fisheries Council hus ngreed to use
for Ihe import of bluefin funa into the EU market and indicated that |t eottld serve a5 2 motlel for lhe ICCAT Blueﬁu Tll]]:l
recently adopted by 't.he Cuunml be forwarded immediately te ICCAT for review. The Gmup agreed with thns propnsn]
and # fax was sent to the EU. L .

da.4 Mr C-oud'e nuted that his country had mapapged. lo achieve some good results in gathering data on the trade
of bluefin tuna, especially since introducing medifications in the tartff momenclature to dlsfmgumh fre&h and fruzen bluefin
products and 1mp]ementmg the: Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document on a nationa] level.

4a.5 As regards exports of blueﬁn tuna, Mr. Cc}nda infonned the Gmup that his country had established a system
whereby capies of the docunents accompanying the exported tunas (mostly [rom the trap ﬁsharias) are r'équéStad by and
sent to the Administration, He indicated that there huve been some difficuliies in introducing the new system, but that the
new EU regulations would help. to correct some of these. Through such dni prrﬂdbh Mr CDnde nnte,d reci:nt trdda ﬂows
have become .more transparent and- this has proven useful, --
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" 4a.6 The U.8. ‘Delegation dislributed, among the participants, 1ts prupmed mle'; regarding the impart and export
of bluefin tuna, #s well as a draft Cectificate of Origin and ICCAT Bluefin Statistical Document that includes information
required by U.8. law for "dolphin safe” fish. Mr. Stone noted that the U.5. will accept forms from other countries, as
long as the forms are approved by the 1.5, prior to their use. He indicated that the U.5. expected to implemeat the
recommendation on fresh fish on June I, 1994, -

4a.7 The Delegate of Spain exprassed concern about the draft Statistical Doriiment form presented by the U.5. He
pointed out that this form mcludad two totally different doctirents: a Certificats of Origin and the Bluefin Statistical
Document. Understanding that reasons of economy motivated this desision, he felt that it was inappropriate and contrary
to the essential nature of the Bluefin Statistical Document itself. Furthermore, Mr. Conde expressed concern with the
possibility that this integration in the same form could eventually be used as justification for extending the Bluefin
Statistical Document to other speciés or an muitilatesal backing to national certificats of origin requirements,

4u.8 The Delegate of Spain also stressed the fact that the Statistical Document Pragram was a major brealcthrongh
hy ICCAT after very difficult discussions and negoiiations since the meeting held in Tokyo in 1992 and he felt that this
shonld be respectad.

4a,9 The U.8. Delegate uppreciated the comments made by Mr Conde and promised that such comments wlll be
delivered to his Government.

da.10 Mr. Conde reminded the Group that there shoutd be no hidden surprlses by additional mformatmn required
in the form, which were not agresd upon by the Commission.

da. 11 ThekDelcgatg of France shared the view expressed by Mr. Conde.

44,12 The Delepate of Portugal, in supporting the previous inierventions made by the-Delegate of Spain, reported
to the Group that the grestest difficulty for her country was the lack of a legal abligation to implement this Statistical
Document Program. Ms. Figueiredo indicated that while there were no major problems to implement the Program in
Madeira and Azores, there were some initial difficulties for Mainland Pormigal to implemeat this. However, since ibe
approval by the Fisheries Council of a Community Regulation, she anticipated that within a few months the system would
be completely accurdte and in place. '

4a.13 The Delegate of Canada noted there would be oo problem to implement the Program in the domestic system,
since Canada does not import bluefin tuna. In cases of exports to Japan, the Canadian buyers have been duly informed
that the statistical document form must be used. Mr. Allen also 1nd1catcd that Canadu would bave na difficulty in
implementing the program on fresh products by Fune 1, 1994,

4a.14 Dr. P. M. Miyske, Assistant Executive Secretary of ICCAT, presented document PWG-TKY/?, prepared
by the Secretarat, and summarized the actions taken by the Secretariat in transmifting alf the pertinent TCCAT
Recommendations and Resolutions in a timely fashion to the Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties and
international fisheries orgamzatmns He also reported to the Group thaf the Head Commissioner of Japan had requested
the Seeretariat to inquire zbout validation procedures adopted by the Contrachng Parties for the Statisheal Document und

. that as a result, five (3) Contracting Partieg have responded

b) Review of statistics

4b.1 The Delegate of Japan referred to Document JAPAN/7 and gave a brief summary of the results of the data
collected by the 1mplementat10n of the Statistical Document Program. He noted that a total of 1,13 MT (product weigh),
were importad to Japan in the September through December, 1893, period and that 302 MT were imported during the
period of January to March, 1994, The non-Contracting Parties 1dent:ﬁad as the exporters were: Hondurag, Ttaly, Malta,
Panama and Taiwan, All the fish imported from these countries, except Honduzas, were reported to bave haen canght in
the Mediterranean Ses.

4b.2 The Delegate of Japan also presented import statislics (Documents JAPAN/B, 9 and 10}, winch did nat come
from the Statistical Document 'Program He noted that Hofithuras, Panama and Taiwan had reported oo blnefin tuna catches
to ICCAT, but that they had exported bluefin tuna to Japa.u Mr. Hanafusa pumted out thet Japanese estimated Atlantic
bluefin tuna imports from non-member natipns had increased from 154 MT in 1981 to 3,677 MT in i993.
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4b.3 Dr. Miyake of the ICCAT Secretariat referred to the Table attached lo the Dncumcnt PWG- TI{Y!? He also
referted to the SCRS cnterm for the subn‘.ussmn af statistical data to lCCAT

¢) Unificarion of the format for the Statistical Document
R
4c.1 The Working Group studied the possihility of unification of the format of the ICCAT Statistical Document.
The Delegate of Spdin, Mr. Conde, stressed the importance that the criterin specified in'the 1992 Recommendation be
observed by Contracting Parties and that the Cnntractmg Parties should nat be required to prmrlde aclchtmnal 1nfomt10n
whlch nght make cnmplf:tmn of the farm’ mnre dlfﬁcult

4.2 Tt was re{:agmz.ed that there have already been several forms prepared by various Contracting Parties and l:y
the EU, Therefore, the Group decided to review these forms and compare them. Document PWG-TKY/ 7, preseited by
the Secretariat, includes some prototypes of forms that have been proposed by various groups. A ﬁrs.t Llraft of2 U.5. form
wab a]&-a nlade available to Lhe Gmup

4c.3 The draft form propared by Japan was presented {attached as Appendix 8), which is a modification of the
form agreed upon by the U.S., Canada and Japan in 1993, As reported earlier, the Fisheries Council of the EU recently
adopted a new form, which W1ll he made available to the participants as soon as it is recetved by the Secretanal

4c.4 An initial comparl'qon of the torm mcently appmved by the EU :Lnd Lhat presenh.d by Japan seems to mdlcate
that both forfus aré essedtially the same, = .

4c.5 Tuking into account that Japan is I;I:le principal importer of bluefin nna, the Workmg Group considerad that
other countries could adopt the Japanese form as the hase form. It was agreed that the [CCAT Secrefariat would provide
pon-Contracting Parties requesting information regarding the Statistical Document form with a copy of the Japaness model.
At the next meeting of the' Permancnt Workmg Grnup 1t ‘may be 1::0551ble to w.ﬂuate the advnniages a.nd dlsadvdntngub
of ﬁlrther unification of forms.

"4¢.6 The Permancnt Worlung Group agreed that the information requested in the anunc:.u farm would ba tha
maximum that the Contracting Partizs conld legally request from another Cnntmc.tlng Party

5. Finalization of the criteriu for ICCAT acceptance of loghooks anid information retrieval systems
'5.1'The Group discussed the necessity of finalizing the cntcrm for acccptancc: of loghooks and information retne.val
systems. [t was confirmed that this eriteria concerns application by pon-Contracting Parties for a waiver of the rcqmrelneﬂt
of Government validation of Statistical Documeats, and does not refer to a waiver of the submission of the Document.
Tt was also canfirmed that the reqmre.ment for validation of the Statistical Document by a gcvemmant official with Tespect
to Conirncting Par[JES may-he met by \'a]ldd.tIDIl by a recogmzeri mshl‘uhun accred1te.d by it For 5uch Vah&atmn, at ]e.ast
at the. lmlml stage. of the Program,

5.2 The Graup betieved thal the tagging system referred fo in the Addentlum to the “ICCAT Résolution Concerning
Vahdation by a Government Qfficial of the Bluefin Statistical Docment” was perhaps not ‘well defined. Since the use of
a tagping system would also allow non-Contracting Parties to upply for a waiver ef Gavernment validation of the Statistical
Dacurent, it was felt that the minimam requirsments for information associated with 4 tagging scheme, as well as its basic
mechanism, should be well documented and made available to any country that intends to adopt such a system. Currently,
the U.S. and Canada are applying such a tagging system and these two countries will provide the basic standards for
n'ummum reqmrements for this mechanmm, for conmdemt:on at the next meeting of the Permanent Working Grnup

3.3 As regurds the minimui reqmrements of ussocmtad scientific information which should also be required frum
mggmg, it wes noted that the Statistical Document will prowde only ihé estimates of catch in weight assactated with cml}r
a general area and time. Therefore, the Documént will, in itself, not provide cnough information needed for stock
assesstent purposes. In this regard, Dr. Miyake explained that thers is no real established criteria for an ICCAT-accepted
loghook or data retrisval system, exeept for the guidelines established by the SCRS for data submission requiremsnts (see
Appendix 4 attached to this Report). He further explained that these guidelines for data have been in effect since 1972

and are occasmnally revised by the SCRS as new stock abse&.ament methodolopies and ter:hmqueq warrant

5.4 The Working Group feit that non-Contractin g Parties seeking a waiver of government validation shou]ii proviﬂe
the same data to ICCAT as Contracting Parties are required to provide.
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6. Recommcndnnnns for the improvement of ICCAT statistics
6.1 The Permanent Working Group noted that the Terms of Reference given to the Cn'oup mclude the review of
statistical information on blueﬁn tuna as well as recommending any necessacy cnrrectwe measures ta 1mprm-re such
mforu:tahou
6.2 In this context, the Group requested the ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary to provide iformation
congeming any recent improvements in data collection and his opinion on the remammg prﬂblerm: coneerning statistics
of the mermber and non-member countries.

6.3 The ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary informed the Group that there hava been some generai improvernents
noted i in stanshcs, particularly on total catch data, attributed mainly to the following:

1) Those countries that have been reporting bluefin statistics now seem to be more keen on improving the data
they submit, and ss a resuit, more accurate dain are recently hecoming availabla. Such data mostly comes
'frmn rhe ICCAI Contracting Partias;

25 Sineé the Statisticn] Document Program started, many non-Contracting Parties countries have become more
aware of the statistical problems. Most likely, in expectation of applying for a waiver of -Government
validation of the Document, soms of these countrias have started to report statistics for the first time; and

3) Many unreported bluefin tuns catches have been revealed and estimates of such catches have hecore available
o to the SCRS, cither through the Statistical Document Program, or through the effarts of Ja]m.u 111 prnv:dtng

their trede statistics {even before the Program went into effect).

6.4 Dr. Miyake further informed the Permanent Working Group that other, more detailed statistics (e.g.,
geographical distribution of catches and associated size and effort information) for those catches are still not available.
He indicated that the Secretariat has been taking every possible measurs to pressure the non-Contracting Parties which
do mot provide information, through communication with high-level officials and administrators and ofien throogh
diplomatic channals,

6.5 The Group was further informed that even among the Contracting Parties, data are not complete for all
fisheries. The Group requested the Executive Secretary to inform Commissionars with respect to the level of information
made avuilable to ICCAT and, where appropriate, saggast that corrective measures be taken, The Seeretariat would further
inform that unless otherwise indicated by Commissioners a data adequacy table would be made available and that the SCRS
ghould be instructed, hefore its next mesting, to compile an update on the existinp informetion gaps

6.6 The Croup recommended that the ICCAT Executive Secretary communicate, through diplcmat:c channels or
other appropriate means, with those non-Contracting Parties that do not provide sufficient data on their nationul fishenes,
o paiz_it put the statistical problems, and to urge them to take corrective measures. As a result of any feedback from these
communications, the Secretanat is asked to present the new information at the November 1994 meeting, for review by
the SCRS apd the Commission. The Group also requested the SCRS to identify any gaps in these data and report to the
Permaiient Working Group systematically and perfodically, The Permanent Working Group would then review” such
informiation at the coming meeting, and consider recommendstions for the improvement of TCCAT statisties and
conservation measures. The Working Gronp may then recommend that the Commission consider any such measuras at
its 1994 meeting, '

5.7 In view of the sbhove situation of date submission by Contracting Parties, the Delegafe of Japan expressed
concern about granting an automatic watver of validation of the Statistical Document to all the Contracting Parties,
regardiess of the status of their submission of statistical duta. He stressed the need to reconsider, in the future, aulomatic
waiver treatment with the information to be obtained in 4 process te improve the submission of statisties.

6.8 Another issue discussed by the Working Group concerned how to make the data collected through the Statistical
"Dacument Program aveilable to the exporting countries. In this respect, Japan presentad a draft prioposal for the successfnl
implementation of the Statistical Document (see Document JAPAN/2). Japan stated that it was trying its best to collect
information through the Program, but that since this is an ICCAT Program, there should be & mechanism on validation
throuph which information collected on validation (e.g., the name of the organization which validates the documents, title
of officials who validate the dacuments, copy of the government seal) is circulated to all the Coatracting Parties. He also
proposed to establish a feedback mechanism by cross-referencing the import and export data,
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6.3 The Delegate of Spain indicated that the drait proposal preparsd by Japan on trade data was an interesting one.
He indicated that as far us Spain was concerned, there couid be some imitial difficulties in implementing the cross
referencinyg, but that hiy country was requesting all the expnrter-; ta provide photocopies of the dacuments what! proﬂucts
-are exported. However, he suspacted that there could be some problems with other countries.

6.10 The Delegate of Portugal, in recognizing the merit of the proposal and sharing the views expressed by the
Delegate of Spain, snggested that the periodicity of reporting the status of data collection should be on a biannual; rather
than gn & quarterly basis,

6.11 The Deh.gate of Japan noted that there was no intent ta cause difficulties to any country, but to ensure t.he
accliracy of documents by some feedback system.

6.12 The Perfaanent Workl.ng Group bahlcally dched on the proposal and also agread the draft should be reviewed
agein by the Working Group at its next meeting before forwarding it ta the Commission for consideration. The draft
recommendation hy Japan is attached as Appendix 6 to thls_Repurt
b 6 13 The Wcrkmg Group considered it essential that Contracting Parties examine, between June ] nnd August 31,
the technical problems associated with the implementation of the Program on fresh/chilled bluefin toni and report the
results to the Commission by September 30, 1994, which shall e circulated to all the Contracting Parties. The Group
requested. that the aforementioned should be specifically hlghhghted in the cover letter when the Executwe Secretury sends
the Report of this meeting to ull the Cnntractmg Part:ec:

_ f.14 The Delegate of Canada suggested that bluefin 1mporting countries and, more Impoﬂdnlly, the exporting
counlries be encouraged. tn start a reparting and cross checking of records system, along the lines of the drah
recommendation, even though this recommendatmn has not yet been formally adopted by the C{JIIIIDIE.SIOH nor is legally
binding on the Contracting Perty.

7. Fishing by non-Contracting Parties L

7.1 The Delegate of Tapan presented photographs that were taken at various pu:arib of longlme ﬁsl:ung vessels, as
well as a list of the boat names and flags for 1992 through 1994. Mr. Miyahsra pointed out that 27 fishing heats from
non-Contracting Parties were ohserved in 1993,

_ 7.2 Mr. Conde of Spam ‘observed that many of Lhese photos were taken while the boats were in Spamsh por!s {in
the Canary Islands}. He questioned whether it had indeed been agtertained that they exported bluefin tina to Japar. He
noted the special status of Caanry Island ports and pointed out that nﬁen catches ure transshipped to freighters at ports
autside of Spanish territory, from a customs point of view. Therefore, momtnrmg of these catches and transshipments is
very difficult for the Spanish authorities to carry out.

7.3 Mr, Hanafusa of Japan recognized that most of the transshipments take place at the port. He indicated that
Japan requires that all these transshipments to the Japaness market be accompanied by Statistical Documments. Document
JAPAN/7 provided an example of some Panemanian landings at the Canary Islands which were accompanzed by the
.Documents duly signed by the Panumamnian Consulate. Imports of bluefin tuna from Taiwan that are Lranssinpped af the
Canary Tslands are also accompanied by Documents validated by the Office of Fisheries in Kaosmng, Talwan since most
of the Taiwanese Ipnglicers are based at that poct and report their catches to the local nuthunhes- Smce the Dncument‘;
have no provision for vessel names, it is difficult to cross check.

7.4 The ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary explained vanous actions taken by the Secretariat 1 in ccmmumcaung
with non-Contracting Partles that fish bluefn tuna and do not prmude any statistical infarmation nor cumply with the
ICCAT rmunsgement measures. He also noted that the presence of fishing vessels at ports does not necesqarlly mean that
siich boats have heen or will be involved in bluéfin tuna fishing. On the other hand, Dr. Miyake indicated that information
was ohtained fram various sources to the effect that more longliners than those photographed by Japan were actually
fishing for bluefin tuna in ‘the Mediterranean Sea in 1893, and many aperations were still on going to fish bluefin tuna
in the same area.
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8. Measures to ensure complianee with TCCAT eonservation measures
aj) ?}‘ade:mea.mms-

‘Ba.1-The Group reviewed with satistaction the important measures adopted in the last two years by [CCAT ta
ensure better conservation and manapement of bluefin tuns. These include significant quota reductions, improvements in
the ‘tugging yystem made by Contracting Parties subject to such quata restriction, the TCCAT Statistical Document
Program, the seasonal closure of the Mediterranean to Contracting Party longliners over. 24 Jmaters, _the catch and access
limitations in-the. central norih- Atldnttc, etc., .

" Ba.3 However, fishing activities of certain non-contructing Parties' vessels contrary to these measures represented
4 clear risk of loss of effectiveness of these measures. In this sespect, special altention was given to the possible recourse
ta trade messucss consistent with international ohhigations, as a final resort to ensure the effectivenass of those measures,

8.3 Discussion was held with .\res'peclt to on—g‘ning discussions on trade and environment 'iégugs ’L_Ln_lil:leﬁvay in other
relevant international fora, and the need for ICCAT fo closely interact and compisment resulting developments,

8a.4 To facilitate further discussion at the 1954 annual meeting, and to fully illustrate the reé__.u];t' of the Group's
deliberations, a Draft Resolution was drawn up, which seceived broad support from the Group (see Appendix 5).

b) Qiher measures

8b.1 Tha Delegate of Japan presented Document JAPAN/S (Rev.), which provides a Draft Resolttion to Ensure
Compliance with the ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures, which includes varions actiops concerning fishing
boats that operate in contravention to ICCAT management measures. The Commission has, up, tn naw, very lirnited
information on the fishing activities of the non-Contracting Parties and therefore Items a through g uf the Draft Resolution
were included with the intention to establish a mechanism to systemntically collect information at sea and af ports, Items
h throuph k offer same measures other than trade to enhance compliance with the ICCAT conservation, program.

8h.2 Mr. Allen of the Cinadian Delegation expressed full agreement with the concepts presented in the Japanese
draft proposal. He noted that the problem is not unique to [CCAT and that Canada had considerable experience of such
difficulties with non-Contracting Perties in the NAFO Convention area, which is relatively smail, In such cases, a patrol
boat can he dispatched to the area and surveillance is easily carried out. Om:the Dthe-r hand, the ICCAT, Convention Area
covers the entire Atlantic and thus 1t would be difficult fo carry out any survetlance. Canada proposed that the
Commmission provide as much information as possible, before taking any action.

8b.3 The U.8. alsc fully supported the Japatess pr-o-pns'a].

Bb.4 The Delegaie of Spain also expressed support for the proposal, but felt that furt]:ler diScﬁssipn ‘“'fgs‘necessary
and that there should be & clear distinction between Contracting and nun-CDntra.cting Parties of the Commission.

8b.5 Mr. Conde also observed that survetllance and control should normally be carried out by each country's
nutional authorities, and reised the question of courtesy visits by patro! boats to the fis‘nmg vessels of other countries. He
helieved that such visits would be more effective if previcus agreement were reached with the authorities of tha ﬂag statas.

8b.6 The Delegate of Spain referred to Item k of the Draft Rasolution concerning the prohihition of entry 1o port
and considered that such actions were contrary to GATT.

Bb,7 The Delegate of France fully supported the view expressed by Spuin. He asked for a precisz definition of what
the courtesy visits by the surveillance vessels consisted of.

h.8 The Delegate of Portugal observed that the diplomatic demarche approachk has had some positive responses
in the past. She supported the views expressed by the Delepates of Spain and France, particularly relative to that expressed
concerming the courtesy visits, which she believed are called as such because the vessel capuwin’s permission is required.
The Delegate of Portugel sleo emphasized that she couldn’t accept as a possible measure the refusal of entry to port
contained in Item k of the Draft Resolution by Tapan, which is inconsistent with the U.N. Convention on the Law of the
Sea {(UNCLOS) as well as GATT, This practice has been constantly contested by Portugal.

111



I1CCAT REPORT, 1994=685 {I)

8b.9 In responding ta comments made by a number of delegates, the Delegate of Canada informed the Working
Group that friendly or so-called courtesy visits have been made on many cccasions in the NAFO area, .and many reports
have been made and proved ta he effective as tools against non-Contracting Parties. Mr. Allen further stated that European
patrol vessels have been exercising this praciice and there have not heen any complaints received. He further observed
that, in Canada's view, Item k of the Draft Resclution by Japan, referring to port access, is not in conflict with GATT,
and that Canada supported the inclusion of this Ttem.
[ : ot LA
T Sb 10 Mr Allen stated that, un.hku NAFD ICCAT has nao system fo monitor the conduct uf its membt.r countriey
and it ig sometimes very difficult for a country to monitor ell its national fishing vessels, particularly when the boats fish
very far from the home country. He also suggested some minor chunges in the draft a5 to how the infermation can bo
transmitted to the Contracting Party {e.g. through bilateral ngreement or a Commission mechanism) and that this be
hendled by a drafting group to save time.

..-.Bb.11 The U.S. thanked Japan for preparing the draft Resolution and expressed its willingness to accept it.as is.
He questioned the reason why Item k has a relation with GATT.

gb.12 The Delegate of Spain commented that unilateral action on this issue is related to the problem of GATT,
whereas multilateral action is not. He also pointed out that countries belonging ta & multilateral organization should have
specific considerations with respect to those that are not part of a multilateral organization. Mr. Conde noted that eny
friendly visits would not he effective, if the captain refuses the visit, as would diplomatic demarches be melfective if-the
countries refuse to follow them.

gb.13 The Delegate of Japan explained that the real inlenl of these items was not to make the actions mandatory
but only to encourape the members ta toke action, and hence the Japanese attitude is very fiexible. He also stated that
actions described i Item k were acceptable to-Japan. Mr.- Miyshara emphasized that the wording was stil} indefiniie and
does nat oblige any country. Fe. further explained that the his country’s intention was to explore every possible rexnurce
to discourage fishing activities by non-Contracting Parties svhich do not comply with the manage:ment measures of ICCAT.

8b.14 The Draﬂ Rasn[uhnn prnpused by Japan, a.nd mmhﬁui by the Working Group, is’ attached to t]:us Report s
Appendix 7. The Working Group will consider this Draft again at the time of its next meeting in November. -

8b, 15 The Delepate of Japan also stressed the importance of making jaint diplomatic demarches: to non-Contracting
Parties before June 1,1994, the date when the closura of the Mediterranean to larga longliners and the Statistical Document
‘Program on fresh bluefin tuns takes effect. He introduced & model aide memoire (see JAPAN/3) far this purpose. . -

9. Discussion of 3 vessel tracking and catch reporting system o S - : C

9.1 The original praposal presented by Japun in 1993 concemning a vessel tracking and catch reporting system (sce
Appendtx 4 to Annex 11 to the Proceedings of the 1993 Commission Meeting} was distributed to the ]JH.IhGlpﬂnlb for their
review.. : : Y . - e o

9.2 The Delegate of Japan noted that due to time constraints and the very technical nature of this matter, very little
discussion had ‘taken place on this proposal at the 19%3 November meeting of the Commission. Japan hoped-that the
participants would take this propasal back to their respective countries for further study with the experts:in this material.
Mr.. Miyahura informed the Working Group that his country was starting to implement such e system-of vessel lracking
and catch reportmg through satellite surveillance.

9. 3 Document J APAN J’ﬁ refers to the bahlc prnciples and reqmrements for application of a satelllte trackmg system.
The Delepate of Japan commented that the concept was easy to understand but technical implications required some expert
review..An explanztion of the Japanese system is provided in Document JAPAN/12, :

9.4 Mr. Stone of the U.S, Delepation expressed appreciation for the advanced thinking on ways to improve data
callection and monitoring far TCCAT. He indicated that the U.8. finds this-concept very interesting and-in that contexi
distributed material on effons that the 11.§. iy cousldenng He also indicated -a willingness ta work on this cnnc&p{ with
the other delegates. : :

' 9 5 The Delegate of Portugnl mformed the Working Group that her c:ountr}' had developed 1 system for Lrackmg
and monitoriog vessels and that the pilot plan was working very well. : b
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8.6 The Delegate of Spain informed the Permanent Working Group that a financial regulation had recently been
adopted by the EU to start & pilot program for such a system. After the pilat program is completed, it will be evaluated
from a stendpoint of cost effectiveness and a decision will be made by the EU with respect to mandatory installation.

9,7 The Delegate of Spain Turther informed the Working Group of his country’s sational program on satellite
surveillance. Preseatly, several different systems are uader consideration, but Spain was more interested in the mutual
two-wuy communication system. There are two systems under consideration, EUTELSAT and IMMARSAT. Of the two,
the EUTELSAT system is less costly to install; but less "intelligent".in individual terms, and lacks the capacity to record
mformation. - Hence, it requires mare- frequent transmission -throngh satellite and therefore its operational costs are
foresezably higher. After carrying out some feasibility studies of the pilot program, the cost effectiveness and justification
will be evaluated. Mr. Conde noted, on'the other hand, that catch information has nothing to deo with satellite tracking
éxcept in the sense that such information can be transmitied via satellite at a relatively low cost.

9.8 Mr. Conde further commented an the draft Resolution presentad by Japan in 1993 and indicated that he had
no problem with paragraphs [-IV, but felt it was premature to recommend any mandatory installation of such a system
under the ICCAT scheme. He also pointed out the problem of overconfidence in a satellite system. The system does
repast the position of the ship accurately, and therefore [f a limitation is set on the fishery in terms of access to an ares,
it may justify the instailation of the system on-fishing vessels. As rogards the ICCAT una fisheries, only the vessels
operating in the Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery, in the central north Atlantic bluefin fishery, and the swordfish fishery
in relation to the northern swordfish repulation, would have limited access to an area, On the other hand, the installation
cost of satellite eqouipment is very high. Repulation of the Mediterranean lonpline fiskery will be in effect in 1994 and only
one Spanish host falls into the category of over 24 m in length. Therefores, only Japanese, Korean aod maybe French boats
are in this category. Regulation of the central north Atlantic arez has also been implemented this year, Swordfish fishing
effort has already been reduced and in any of these fsheries, it is difficult to find justification for installing the expensive
systemn. On the other hand, Spain has 1200 small longline vessels ﬁshmg in the coastal areas and it would be very difficult
10 mstall this expensive equlpment an &ll these boats.

0.9 The Delegate of Canada agreed with Spain on most of the points raised in hig intervention, He noted that thers
are few Canadian longline vessels fishing for swordfish that are over 24 m in length, and therafore the adoption of such
a system would be hard to justify domestically. He also pointed out that there are nearly 900 small boats and the
application of the system to these boats would not be practieal.

9,10 The U.S. was pleased that the Japanese proposal regarding satellite tracking had stimulated the discussicns,
The U. 8, Delegate indicated that his conntry has over 10,000 small bosts and pointed out the difficulties to place trackjng
systerns on all of them. He noted, however, that in spite of the diffienlties involved, the Commission should not ignore
such advanced technological methods to improve statistics,

0,11 The Delegate of Portupsl wished to align herself with the opinions expressed hy the previous speakers and
recognized- that the Japanese proposal has the merit of brinping in new technology, but the jnherent difficulties in its
aspplication should also he kept in mind. :

9,12 This Delegate of Japan stated that this system would huve considersble benefit in transmitting caich data. He
noted that at preseat alf the caich data are extracted from loghooks submitted a¢ the end of each trip, which resulis in
considerable delay and has & high cost of manual data entry. Satellite data transmission, on the other hand, will make. it
possible to monitor catches on a real time bases and enter them dirsetly into a eomputer. The Delegate of Tapan stated
that his conntry doss not expect such a system ta become mandatary, but hoped that due consideration could be given to
this matter. The Delegate of Japan also stated that while he does not expect this system to become mandatory for small
fishing vessels, the system should be reqmred at laast for large pelagic type of fishing vessels within un approximate time
“frame.

0.13 Mr. Conde stated that catch reporting can he done by satellite, but there were also other ways of transmission.
He indicated that Spain had started sctivities of reporting by means other than satellite. He alsc anted that, pasticularly
in the case of highly migratory species, the Iocation of boats could revenl the fishing grounds and would violate
commercial confidentiality.

§.14 The Delegate of Canada recognized soms convenience of a satellits system for Japan and other long-distunt
flzets, However, he noted that most Canadian boats make only cne- or two-tlay trips and all the catch data are controlled
almost on a real time hasis.

8,15 The Working Group recognized that this subject is an interesting one, with possibilities, and merits further
study at the next meeting of the Permanent Working Group.
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1{). Other muatters
10.1 Nu_.olhﬁr matters were ‘d'is'c_lllssgad‘

[

11, Fulure work and meetmgs of the Permanent Working Group

11.1 The W{:rking Group recognized that it had achieved remarkable prdgrass during this short session. However,
it was alse recopnized that there stiil remains a lot to be discossed at the Group s November, 1994, meeting, pamcu]arly
-a more in-depth review of papers that were submitted at this session, as well as other matters referred to the Permunnent
Working Group by the Commission. Cunsequently, the Group tentatively prcpused to meet on the Sunday immediately
prior to the Commission mesting {i.e., November 27, 1994), and without simultaneous translation. The Chairman of the
Working Group was requested to prepare a draft agenda for the next meeting and distribute to the members of the Group
as soon s possible.

11, 'l’ The Group felt I:hat it would be mast beneﬁcml for the Group if all the membars could cansult with their
respective trade experts for ﬂ.dVICf.‘. as regards the legality of various subjects dealt with by the Work.ml., Group. It was
further suggested that the experts af one Contracting Party might contact with thc:se from Dther Cuntructm;,, Purtzes tu
exchange views and for copsultation purposes.

12, Adoptiun' of Report '

12.1 It was dBCldEd Lhat all tha papar.'; :;ubtmttc:d lo the Permanent Warking Group should be sonsidered as working
papers, in their original Jangusge, and should ACEOmpAnY the Report when it is transmitted to the Contracting Partics, since
there are severu] references to these papers in the text. The decision as fo the eventual translation of these papers and
whether they will be attached to the Report for formal publication will be made by the Working Group st its November
meating. The Working Group requested that the Report be irenslated and distributed as scon ns possible and the

-distribution shnulc‘[ inchude the Cnmnusslone.rs as well as advisors, Working Grclup members a.nd the purtlmpdntE at this
meeting. .

12.2 After a thorough review of the report and the introduction of modifications to the tex1, the Report was adopted
by.the Permanent Working Group.

Il

13. Adjournment

. 13,1 The Chairman thanked Japan for hosting this meeting in such a pleasant atmnsphera and for providing
excellentrfdml;,ttes and- logistical support. All the delegahons present joined him in expressing tht‘.ll.’ appl’E‘.ClEtlDI] tn .Iapan
for hosting the meeting and for their kind hospitality.

13,2 Mr. Hallman &lso thanked the Working Group for its spint of collaboration which made it passible to
» accomplish so much in such a short time. He expressed his appreciation to the Secretariat staff present here for their
invaliahle nssistance in providing information and in reporting and summarizing 5o eoncisely the complicated discussions
of this meetinp; as well as the support staff. provided by. the Fisheries Agency of Japan and the mtarpreters This was
retternt&d hy alI the members of the. Wurkmg Group o . ) : s

13 3 The Second Mesting nf the Permanent Working Graup for 1he Impmvemcnt of ICC AT Stat:ahcs and
Cunservation Measures adjourned on Thursday, April 21, 1594,
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Appendix I to Annex 13

AGENDA OF THE
SECOND MEETING OF THE PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR THE
TMPROVEMENT OF ICCAT STATISTICS AND CONSERYATION MEASURES

Opening of the Mecting

Election of Rapporteur

Adoption of Agenda

Review of the Implementation of the [CCAT Eluefin Tuna Satistical Document Program

a) Actions by member conotries and the Secretaniat

b) Review of stahisties

c) Unification of the format for the Statistical Document

Finalization of the criteria for iCCA’I_‘ Acceptance of Logbooks and Information Retrieval Systems
Recommendations for the improvement of ICCAT statistics

Fishing by non-Contracting Parties

Measures to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservalion measures

a) Trade measures
) Other measures

Digenssion of a vessel tracking and catch reporting system
Other matters

Future work and meetings of the Permanent Working Group
Adoption of Report

Adjournment
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GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED BY THE SCRS FOR DATA SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Forms to . “
Data be used Des‘cn'ption:-‘ s Breakdown Areas
1. Task I catch & effort 1-1 Total annual (nommal) ' By ﬂag, Specles gear. . General regions
catch in live round wexght If possxb]e, ‘by EEZ & high seas
2. Task I fishing power (fleet) 1-2 * Number of ﬁslnng vesse!s By flag, __type of fishery, size classes. If Entire Atlantic Ocean and
: possible, by EEZ & high seas Mediterranean Sea
3., Task II catch and effort : : ‘ o : :
1) Surface fisheries 2 Catch (in weight) and’ effort By flag, gear, spécies, & month 1° Lat. x-1 Long. area
(in number of days fished) N ‘ '
ii) Longline fisheries 2 ~ Catch (in weight &/or #:_ﬁsh) By ﬂag,b cohventionhl & deep longline, 5° Lat, x5° Long. area
and effort (in # of hooks) species, month (or quarters). For BIL & i . :
. : SWO, by sex ¢ :
4. Task II size (sample) 3-4 A Sample size freqilencies in fork By flag, species, gear, month (quarters In smallest area breakdown as ‘
length (except BIL & SWO), or LJ.  acceptable for LL, conventional and deep  availzble and not larger than ICCAT
FL (BILL & SWOQ) longline), and sex {for BIL & SWQ) . sampling areas . .
5. Catch by size 3-5 " Catches divided-into slzes (size By flag, major species (ALB. BF'f" ICCAT sampling areas
- frequencies raised to catches) SWQ, YFT), maJor gears, month (ur ' )
quarter) -
" Data substitutions & raising carried P s : i-
Raising & substitutions 3-6 out by creating catch at size, incl. By flag, mdjor species, gear” Basic time-area stratum on which
_ sample sizes : S B substitution and raising were made
6. Quick estimates 1-1 Quick estimated catch of first half By flag, major species, and gears Entire Atlantic & Mediterranean Sea
of the year : )
7. Projected total catch 1-1  Projected total catch (weight) to the_:' By flag, major species and gears =

end of the year

Entire Atlantic & Mediterranean Sea

§T Yauuy o1 ¢ xipuadd]

(I) S6-%66L “L¥043Y L¥III
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Appendix 5 to Annex 15

DRAFT RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
CONCERNING AN ACTION PLAN TO ENSURE EFTECT]VEN’ESS
~ OF THE CONSERVATION PROGRAM FOR ATLANTIC ELUEFIN I‘UNA.

RECOGNIZING that the goal of ICCAT is to muintain populations of tuna and tuna-like fishes in the Atlantic al levels
which will permit harvesting mazimum sustainsble yield;

BEING AWARE that the link between trade and environment is heing addressed in other international fora;

RECALLING that the 1992 Recommendation Coneerning the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program, which
requires that all bluefin tuna, when imported into the territory of a Contracting Party or at the first enlry into a Regional
Eccnomir Orpanization, be accompanied by sn ICCAT Bhiefin Tuna Statistical Document;

CONSTDERII\IG lhc continuing need for action to ensurs the effectwunubb of the 1CCAT choservation pmgr&m for
Atlantic bluefin tuna;

RECOGNIZING that o sigoifcant number of vessels registered to nations which are not Contracting Purties to ICCAT
are catching Atlantic bluefin tuna;
[
BEING AWARE of the strenuous efforts by Condracting Parties to ensure enforcement of ICCAT's conservation and
management measures and to encourage non-Contracting Parties to abide by these measures;

NOTING that the ICCAT's ability to manage Atlantic bluefin tuna on a sns::.amnb'[e basis iz diminished by hanrchlm},
contrary to 1ICCAT recommendations and recognizing the need to take further strenunus measures to ensure the effeclivenecss
of the ICCAT bluefin tuna conservation program; . i

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLYES THAT:

a. The Infractions Committee shall review, during the 1994 meeting #nd annually thereafter, the implementatioh by each -
Conteacting Party of accepted Commission recommendations. The Commmission shall decide, by the end of 1994 and annually
thereafter, upon any necessary new measures to be taken fo ensure cnmpllance by Cuutractmg Parties.

fr. The Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Maasures shﬂll identify,
during the 1994 meeting and annually thereafter, those non-Contracting Parties whose vessels have been fishing for Atlantic
bluefin tuna in a menner which diminishes the effectiveness of the relevant conservation recommendations of the Commission
on Atlantic bluefin tuna, hased on the catch data compiled by the Commissian, the trade information obtained th:uugh nﬁtmnal
statistics aod the Blucfin Tuna Statistical Document Program, and other relevant information obtained in ports and at the
fishing grounds. .

¢, The Commission shall request those Parties identified in paragraph (b} to rectify their fishing activities so as not to
diminish the effectiveness of the ICCAT bluefin tuna conservation program and to advise the Conmnasmn of actions taken
in that regard.

d. The Contracting Parties shall jointly and individually request {hat non-Contracting Parties ﬁ':.hmg Atlm:mc bluefin tung
in the Convention Area cooperate fully with the Commission in implementing the ICCAT hluefin funa conservation program.

g. The Permanent Working Group far the Improvement ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures shall review, by
the end of 1995 and armually therenfter, the actions taken by those Pertics identified and requested in paragraphs {b), (c), and
{d, and identify the Parties which have not rectified their fishing setivities.

f. To ensure the effectiveness of the ICCAT bluefin tuna conservation program, the Commission will recommend the
Contracting Parties to take non-discriminatory trade restrictive measures, conswtenr. with their mtematmnal obhgatmns, an
bluefin tuna products in any form, from the Parties identified in paragraph (s). =

- 1.5, alternative paragraph {{):

To ensure the effectiveness of the ICCAT bluafin wna conservation progrem, the Commission suppons Contracting Parties taking non-dissominatory
srade restrictive measures, consistent with their inlemational ohiigations, or bluelia luse products in eny farm, fram the Panies identified in pneagraph
().
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Appendix 6 to Annex 15

DRAFT RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
CONCERNING THE EFFECTIVLE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT FPROGRAM

RECALLING that the Resolution concerning the Validation by a Government Official of the Bluzfin Statistical Document
and the Recommendation Concerning the Implementation of the [CCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program on Fresh
Products were adopted by ICCAT at its 13th Regular Meeting held in November, 1993;

RECOGNIZING that timely providing of information on validatian from flag countries is essentia} for importing countries
to implement the Program smoothly and effectively;

HOPEFUL that the non- Contractmg Parties which have m.sjor bluefin tu.na import markets will join implementing the
Prcugram as importing countries; -

BEING AWARE of the need 1o establish & mechanism to eompare export antl lmport data tn enhance (:I'Bd]hl]lt}’ of the
statistical data obtained by the Program.

| STRESSING THE IMPORTANCE of collecting data on fresh/chilled bluefin tuna without deteriorating product quality;
and '
“ RECOGNIZING the need to study further the t::chmc.ll aspects of vahdatmg the. Documents on fresh/chilled bluefin tune
products at exporting and importing countries; - Yo

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLVES THAT: '

a. Contracting Parties which have not msponded to the i mqmry from the Executive Secretary on November 23, 1993,
entitled "Questionnaire Concerning Validation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document” are urped to do 5o, as soon
us pussible;

h. Contructing Parties shall inform the Executive Secretary in a timely fashion of any changes .in information on
validation (e.g. name of the organization which validates the documents, title of officials who validaie the decuments, sample
1mpressmn of seal, tug samples);

ey The Exgcutive Secretary should obtain information on validation from all the non- C‘ontractlng Parties fishing and
exporting bluefin tuna, and re.quest them to inform him in a timely fashion of any changes in the mformanon prcv;ded o

d. The Executive Secretary sthl retain a.ud update z list of the mformatmn on validation, and circulate it to all.t]l:lgl{
Contracting Parties and inform them in 2 timely fashion of any changes on the list;

. The Commission shall request the non-Contracting Parties which aré major importing countries of bluefin tuna to
cobperate with implementation of the Program and to provide data obtained from snch implementation to the Commission;

f. The Cuufracting. Parties which export and/or import bluefin tuna shall compile data fram the Documents;
" g, The Contracting Parties which impart bluefin funa shall report the data coliected to the Executive Secretary by April
1 and QOctober 1 of each year, which shall be circulated #o all the Contracting Parties. The format of the report is attached

as an Addendum;

h.. '[ he Contracting Parties which export bluefin tuna shall inspect export data upon receiving the unpclrt dald meationed
in g. above from the Executive Secretery, and report resulis of the review to the Commission. :

i. The Permanent Working Group for the Impravement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures shall review the
reports during the annual mesting of the Commission with a view ta solving the problems.
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Addendum
BIANNUAL REPORT OF THE ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT

Period to - Impor{ Couniry

MONTH HONTH YE4R

Flag Area Point of Gear Praducr Type Product

Counrry Code Export Code F/FR/RD/GG/DR/FL/OT | B (ko)
GEAR COBE GEAR TYPE
Bg BAITROAT
GILL BILLNET
HAND HAND- LINE
HARP HARPCON
LL LONGLIME
MHT WIN-MATER TRAWL
Ps PURSE SEINE
RR ADD & REEL -
SPHL SPORT HAND- LINE
SPOR SPORT FISHERIES UNCLASSIFLEQ
SURF SURFACE FISHERIES UMCLASSIFIED
Tl TENDED LIHE
TRAP TRAP
TROL TROLL
umMCL UNSPECIFIED METHGDS
ot OTHER TYPE Indicate the typz of gear:
FRODUCT TYPE AREN CODE
¥ FRESH WA WEST ATLANTEC
FR FROZEN EA EAST ATLAWTIE
RO RQUND HED MEDITERRANEAN
GG GILLED & GUTTED PAL FACLFIC
BR DRESSED
FL FILLET
ot OTHER TYPE
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. _ Appendix 7 o Annex 15

t .. DRAFT RESOLUTION BY ICCAT, .
TQ ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH ICCAT
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES

RECALLING that the Commission hns tﬂken varinus cnnsawatmn zmd managemant measires on tuna an(l tung- like

species in the Convention Area | -

~ NOTING the. Ruwumwnddtwn on Supplemental Regulaiory Meaaures for the Munapgement of Eastern Atlanm. Blllf:ﬁ[l
T una'adupled at the 13th Regular Meetmg of the Cominissicn ini1993, which probibits the fishing for bluefin tuny vsing large
pelagic longline ﬁshmg vessels preater then 24m in length in the Mediterranean during “‘lt‘. period from June 1 ta Tuly 31;
FURT'HER NOTING the Recommendation on the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Central North Atla.nt:c
Ocean adopted at the [3th Regular Mesting of the Commission in 1983, which limits the bluefin tuna catch in this area and
pm]:ublts the initintion of & new fshery targeting bluefim tuna for 2 period of two yuarh.

BEING AWARE of thE. pewd 1o oblain antll moniter cooperation from the nun-Contméling Partieg with ICCAT
conservation zod management measnres to ensure the effectiveness of the Commission's recommendations;

. RECOGNIZING the need to develop a mechanism to monitor fishing activities by non-Contracting Parties in the
Canvention Area and to take possible ways and means based on the collected information to deter fishing activities of non- -
Contracting Parties which undermine the conservation and management measures of the Commission;

; , : :

, ALSCO RECOGNIZING: the need to impmvg compliance by Contracting Parties in the Canvention Area;

THE INT ERNATIGNAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) :
RESOLVES THAT:

.. ..a. The Contracting Partivs shall make negessary_mangem_ents to collect any information on sighting vessels, as-
defined below, of both the Contraciing and non-Contracting Parties, through their respective enforcement and surveiilunce
achivities in the Convention Area and transmit it promptly to the Executive Secretary (i sighting information sheet is attachad
as a0 Addendum):

1} Large pelapic tana longline fishing vessels greater than 24m in length operating in the Maditersanean during the
period from Jume [ to July 31, '

2) Vessels actsally or possibly engaged in bluefin tuna fishing that is contrary to the quota established by the
Commission for scientific monitoring purposes in the western ‘Atlantic, :

3) Vessels actuaily or possibly enpaged ina directed.fist{e}ji on binefin tuna spnwnjng stocks in the Gulf of Mexico,

4) Vessels actually or possibly engaged in fishing bluefin tuna contrary to the Commmmn s regulation in the central
north Atlantic (north of 40°N, hetween 35"W and 45°W):
b. The Contracting Parties should encoumgu lheu respective fishermen whose vesaels operate in the Convantlou Artsu.
to collect the infarmation mentioned in paragraph &. above.

t. When thu veysels sighted, as defined in paragraph a. above, are of flags of ",lhs_ Contracling Parties, the Exscutive
Secretary shall immediately transmit the information to those Contracting Pacties so that {hey can take corrective actions against
the vessels in question, Those Contracting Parties shall report to the Commission the actiony ken.

d. When the vessels sighted, as defined in paragraph a, above, are of flags of npon-Contracting Parties, the Exccutive
Secretary shall {ranemit immediafely the information to those non-Contracting Parties and request them to take appropriate and
prompt actions lo ensure the effectiveness of the ICCAT conservation programs, The results of such actions shall bs provided
to the Executive Seeretary. The Executive Secretary shall compile the information and the results provided by the non-
Contracting Parties and report them to the Commission.

124



PWE: 2ND MEETING (TOKYC}

e. Wher the vessels sighted, as defined in parapraph a. above, are from an unknown flag country, the Execuntive
Secretary shall compile and report the information to the Commission.

f. When a patrol boat of 1 Contracting Party sights vessels of non-Contracting Parties, coustesy visits to them and
callection of information an the vessel operations are encouraged The information collected by such courtesy visits shall be
campiled ﬂ]:ld reported to the Commission. :

g. The Contracting Parties which have ports where véssels that eatch and/or transship bluefin tuna enter and the
Contracting Partics, that have ports identified by the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document as the point of export, shall
make the necessary arrangements to collect the following information on the vessels of non-Conlracting Parlies at the ports
{the sppended sighting information sheet should be used for this purpose), and report the information collected to the
Commission:

1) Vessel Type and Name

2)  Flag and Port of Registry

3 International Radio Call Sign

4)  Registration Number

5)  Length and Gross Tonnage

6)  Fishing Gear Description (e.g. type, amount)

7)  Nationalities of captain and crew on board -

B)  Date of Entry and Departure

9}  Activities st port (supply, landing, trancq]upment ete.)
10} Otlter relevant informatian

and when possible, take photos of the vessels and eoilect the following information through interviews with vessel
masters, officers and/or crew:

11} Name and Address of the Owner

12) Name and Address of the Operator

13} Amount.of catch, landing or transshipment by species
14} Area, Target Species and Period of Tishing

h. The Contracﬁng Parties shall, at the time of validating the Statistical Document, ensure that the bluefin tuna in
the shipment has not been taken confrary to the Cominission’s conservation and management measures. In particular, due
attention shall be paid to the validation of the Statistical Document on bluefin tuna caught by the vessel identified by the

parngraph a. abova;

i. The Contracting Parties should take appropriate dctions to discourage their nationals from associating with activities
of nou-Contracting Parties which undermine ICCAT conservation and management measures,

j- The Cantracting Parties should review the ICCAT Scheme of Port Inspection to develap a better enfarcement
scheme to enhance complience of [ICCAT Recommendations by Contracting Parties,

k. After the reviewing process stipulated in the "Resolution by ICCAT Concerning an Action Plan ta Ensure
Effectiveness of the Conservation Propram for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna®, the Contracting Parties shonld refuse fishing access
to 1he [shery zones by the fishing vessels of such Parties as identified in paragraph e. of said Resclution, and

1) The Executive Secretary shall transmit this Resolution to all non-Contracting Parties, and request them to cooperate
with the Commissian for effective implementation of this Resolution,
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Addendum

. SIGHTING INFORMATION SHEET o

1. Date of Sighting: Maonth Day Year

2.-P051tmn nf Vessel Slghter.l

At Sea: - - * Latitude - +- : Longitude
At Port: Name of Pont Country

. Name of the Vesse! Sighted:

. Flag Country:

. Port {(and Couniry) of Registry:

. Type of Vessel:

. International Radio Call Sign:

g |1 |aen |t | B

. Registration Number:

9, Estimated Length and Gross Tonnage: m MT

10. Fishing (ear D&:criptim;:

Type: Estimeted quantity (units)

11. Nationality of Captain: Crew:

12. Vessel Situntion When Sighted at Sea (Please check):

Fishing Cruising Drifting Transshipping Other

13. Type of Actmtles ai the Vessel Slghlmi ut Sea (Please check):

1} Large pelagic tuoa longhne hi shmg vessels predter than Z4m in length pperating in the
Mediterranean during the period from June 1 to July 31

2) Vessels actpally or possible eagaged in hluefin tuna fishing that is contrary to the quota
established by the Comsmission for scientific monitoring purposes in the western Atlantic

3) Vessels actually or potitnblc engaged in a directed fishery on bluefin tuna spawning stocks in the
Gulf of Mexico

4) Vessels actually or possible engaged in ﬁshmg bluefin tuna contrary to the Commission’s
regulation in the central north Allantic (north of 40°N, between 35°W und 45°W).

14. Date of Entry and Departure (Port Sighting Only)

Botry: M , D I .Y O * Departura: M ™ - .D Y

15, Activities at Port (Port Sighting Only) (Pleabe check}

Supply Landing Transshlpmcnt Other (Specify)

16. Other Relative Informabion:

NOTE: THE SECTIONS BELOW ARE FOR NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES* VESSELS SIGHTED AT
PORT ONLY. Fill cut the following when information is obtained by interviewiny the vessel
master, officers andfor crew:
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17. Name and Address of the Owner:

18. Name and Address of the Operaior:

19. Estimated Amount of Catch, Landing, or Transshipment (when possible, by species). in metric tons
(MT): :

TOTAL MT BLUEFIN MT BIGEYE MT YELLOWEIN MT
ALBACORE MT SWORDFISH  MT RILLFISHES MT OTHERS . MT

20. Fishing Area, Target Species, und Period of Fishing:

Fishing Aren: Target Species: Fishing Period: From to

21. Other Informution:

THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS COLLECTED EY:

QFFICER’S NAME: TITLE:

NAME OF VESSEL: ATRCRAFT: OR PORT:
DATE: (Month) (Day) {Year)
SIGNATURE:




i Appendix 8 to Annex 15

[ DOCUMENT NUMBER ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT

EXPORT SECTION:
1. FLAG COUNTRY

2. NAME OF VESSEL AND REGISTRATION NUMBER (when available)

3. TRAPS (if applicable) ' o o o

4, POINT OF EXPORT (City, State or Province, & Country)

5. DESCRIPTION OF FISH

Product - Type” Gear Code® Area of carclf © Net Weight Tag NL_tmbcr':
F/FR. RD/GGIDRIFLIOT ' ' _ (k) (if applicable)

4 = F=Fresh, FR="Frazen, RD=Round, GG=Gilled & Gutted, DR=Dressed, FL=Fillet, OT=0ther

Describe the type of product:
* ‘= When the Gear Code is OT, describe the type of pearn:
© = Qcean aren {e.g., enst/west Atlantic, Mediterranesn, Pacific)

6. EXT'ORTER. CERTIFICATION: I certify that the shove information is complele, true, ond carrect 1o the best ol my
knawledpe and belief.
Naome Address Signatore Date License # (if applicalile)

7. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION; I velidnte that the infarmntion listad ahave is complate. troe, and correct to the best of

my knowledee ond belief.
Noame & Tide Signoture Date Government Seal

IMPORT SECTION:

IMPORTER CERTIFICATION: I cenify thot the abave information is complets, true, and correct to the best of my knowledpe
and helief.
Importer Certification (Intermediale Country)
Namea Andress Signature Dute License # (il applicable)

Linporter Certification (Intermediate Counntry)
Name Address Signature Dute License # {il' applicable)

Imperter Cerlification (Fipal Destination of Shipment}
Name Address Stgnuture Tate License # (if applicable)

Final point of Impurt: City State or Province Catnlry

HOTE: IF A LANGUAGE OTHER THAM ENGLISH IS USED IN COMPLETING THIS FORM, PLEASE ABD THE ERGLISH THANSLATION ON
THIS DOCUMENT.



BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT INSTRUCTION SHEET

Pursuant 10 the 1992 JCCAT Recommendetions, hiuefin iena denlers who import hlaefin luge into the territory ef an ICCAT
Contracting Party or st the first cotry into o reglonn] economic otganization, will he required to complete the oppropriste sections of
the Documenl. Oaly complels and velid documents will guorantes that shipsments of bluzfin inna will b allnwed to enter the territory
of Conracting Partias, Shipmants af bluefin tuns thot are sccompanied by impropesly documented Bluefin Tuna Statistico] Documents
(i.t., improperly documented means that the Bluefin Tunn Statisticsl Ducsment is cither missing from the shipment, incomglete, invalid
or Talsified) will be considered [lepitimate shipments of bluefin tuna, Uhat arz contrury 10 ICCAT conservetion efforts, and their entry
will be suspended (PENDING RECEIPT OF A PROPI:RLY COMPLETED DOCUMENTY} into the T.emlury of a Contructing Party ar
subject to administrative or oiher sonction.

Pleasz use this [nstruction Sheel as a guidelim‘. to-complete that section of the Bluefin Tuna Sististical Document thal epplies to
Exporters, Jmporters, and Governmenl Validation, If 5 lenguage oliter than English is used in coppleting the form, pleasc edd the
English trenslation on the Document. NOTE: IF A BLUEFIN TUNA PRODUCT IS EXPORTEDR DIRECTLY TO JAPAN, WITHGUT
FIRST GOING THROUGH AN INTERMEDIATE COUNTRY, ALL FISH CAN BB IDENTIFIED ON ONE DOCUMENT.
HOWEVER, IF THE BLUEFIN TUNA PRODUCT IS EXPORTED THROUGH AN INTERMEDIATE COUNTRY {i.e. A COUNTRY
OTHER THAN THE COUNTRY WHICH IS THE FINAE DESTINATION OF THE PRODUCT), SEPARATE DDCUMENTS MUST
RE BREPARED FOR DIFFERENT FINAL DESTINATIONS OR EACH FISH MAY DE ACCOMPANIED BY A SEPARATE
DOCUMENT TO IDENTIFY ANY POSSIBLE SEPARATION OF SHIPMENTS BY AN INTERMEDIATE COUNTRY, THE IMPORT
OF FISH PARTS OTHER THAN THE MEAT, i.e., HEAD, EYES, ROE, GUTS, TAILS MAY HE ALLOWED WITHOUT THE
DOCUMENT,

INSTRUCTIONS
DOCUMENT NUMBER: Black for the issting Cbuntr)_- to designute i country caded Document Number,

() VLAG COUNTRY: Fill in the name of the sounlry of the vessel that harvested the bluefin sune in the shipmant and issved this
Document, According to the ICCAT Recommendation, only the flap sate of the veusel that harvested the bluefin wae in the
shipment can issue this Document.

{2) NAME OF YESSEL AND REGISTRATION NIMBER {when available): Fill inthe name and regisiralion number of the vessel
that hnrvested the hluefi tuns in the shipment, When tag aembecs are provided in section 3, thia section need not be illed in.

(31 TRAPS (if applicable): Fill in the name of the trap that harvastad the blusfin tuns in the shipment. ’

{4} POINT OF EXPORT: Identity the City, State or Pravince, and Country from which the bluefin wna wes exporlsd,

{5) DESCRIPTION OF FISH: The exporter must provide, 1o the highest deprev of accuracy, the fullowing information, NOTE:
Onc row should desenibe one product type,

(1) Prodncr Type: Identify the type of product being shippud us cither FRESH or FROZEN, and in ROUND, GILLED AND
GUTTED, DRESSED, FILLET or OTHER form. For OTHER, describe the type of products in the ghipmunt,
(2} Gear Ceode; !dentify the pear type which was weed to harvest the bluefin tuno using the fist below. For OTHER TYYE,
deseribe the type of gear.
() Area of Carch: Identily the gencrul area of the poean jn which the bluefin tuna pradusl wes harvssted (ie. tast, west Atlantie,
Mediterranean (see lhe map beluw), Pocific). ’
{4} Mer product weight in kioprams,
i (3% Country Coded Tag Number (T applicabie].

ca el o 1 CEe ot w Al e m - .

~i{f) EXPORTER.CERTIFICATION: The perion or company exporting the bloafin wune shipment must provide his/her nome,
address, sipnature, date Lhe shipment wos expurted, and desler licente numbar {if applicable).

{1 GOVERNMENT VALIDATION: Fill in the nome and foil titke of the official signing the Document. The akficial must be in
the employment of the eompetsnt government authorily of the fag alale of the vessel that hervested the bluefin tuna uppenring
on the Documest. This raquirement may be waived sccording lo the ICCAT RESOLUTION CONCERNING VALIDATIDN BY
A GOVERMMENT OFFICIAL OF THE BLUBFIN.TUNA STATISTICAL DOCUMENT.

{8) IMPORTER CLERTIFICATION: The person or campeny that imports blecfin wna must provide histher name, nddress,
signalure, dote the blucfm wes {mported, license number (if applicable}, and fual peint of import. This includes imports into
intermeding’ cuuntm.a Fur fxesh and chillzed producis, the signaturs of the 1mpnrler may be substiiuted by a person of o custome
elearance enmpany when the authoriiy fur signature is properly aceredited so {L by the imparter.

GEAR CODE!:

GEAR CODE - -, - .  GEAR TYPE 5:1; V‘g
. ' ¥ .
BD T 77 BATTBOAT i
GILL GILLNET
HAND HANDLINE ) } .
HARF - .31 ... HARPOON: U
JLL . .. LONGLINE K . . _ : : F, .
MWT MID-WATER TRAWL . [~ ,1\ i
BS """ PURSE SEINE™ . . ; T
RE ROD AND REEL _ ' ‘
. 8PHL - .+ * .- -BPORT BANDLINE o AT : h
SPOR, o . SPORT FISHERIES UNCLASSIFIED .0 ... =~ \\ [ ( .
SURF SURFACE FISHERIES UNCLASSIFIED. - = . i \./E
TL TENDED LINE J -
TRAP TRAP T
TROL TROLL
UNCL UNSPECIFIED METHCDS ‘JH' ]
or OTHER TYERE ot "

RETURN A COPY OF COMPLETED DOCUMENT 1'0: (the name of the office uf the competent authority of the flag state).
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ANNEX 16

REPORT OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF
ICCAT STATISTICS AND CONSERVATION MEASURES
' (Madrid, Spain - November 27, 30, 1994)

1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The Third Meeting of the Permanent Working Group for the Impipvement of ICCAT Statistics and
Congervation Measures (PWG) was held at the Hatel Pintor, Madrid, Spain, on NMovember 27 and November 30, 1694,
The meeting was opened hy Mr. B. 5. Hallman (U.8.A.), Chairman of the PWG. Delegates from the following ICCAT
Contracting Parties attended: Canadn, France, Jopan, Korea, Portugal, Spain, South Africa, and the United States. leya,
Bermuda, Taywan, and the EU attended the meeting in an observer capacity. The ICCAT Secretasiat also wuas in
attendance.

2. Election of Rapporteur

9.1 The United Statas offered to provide the Reppocteur for the PWG and Mr. C. Carr was das;gnatad Rapporteur
for the meeting. _

3. Adoption of Agenda

"3.1 After discussion on the manner of proceeding, the Apgenda (attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 16) was adopted
with the understanding that eurly consideration would be given to fishing hy non-Contracting Parties {Apenda item 7) and
to measures to ensure compliance with [CCAT conservation measures (Agenda item 8). In this regard, it was agreed that
Agenda items 4 and 7 be considered together, since the information considered in item 4 would be necessary for a useful
discussion of item V. It was alsa agreed to consider item 9 after items 7 and 8 before going cn to the earlier part of the
Agenda,

'i.

4 Revlew ol" the unpll:mentnhun of the ILLAT Bluefin Tuna Stafistical Document Program

4.1 The ICCAT Executive Secretary summarized the report prepared on "Implemenmtmn of the ICCAT Bluan
Tuna Statistical Document” (CDM!94.’31)

. 4.2 The Delegate of Canada noted that its response was missing from Annex 1 to the aforementioned report, to
which the Secretariat responded that Annex 1 contained only responses to the questionnaire which the Secretaniat had sent
to Contracting Parties. Since Capada did not respond ta the questionnaite because it bad a tagging system in place, its
response was Hot included this Annex.

4.3 The 1rap§:-t;56u:ta.ti?§:' of Japan summarized the major findings of its report on its implementation of the ICCAT
Bluefin Tuna Stafistical Document Program (BTSDP) (attached as Appendix 2). He explained the methodolagy employed
and noted some difficulties encountered with regard to the accuracy and completepess of data,

4.4 was agre,éd thet at this paint during the discussion the érdup should. focus or country experience with

implementation of the BTSDP'and any other information gathered regarding fiching by non-Contracting Parties, rather
than O ways to 1mpmve the system, which would be addressed at another point on the Agenda. :
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4.5 The Chairman Lhunllwd'rhe Delagate of Iaﬁnn for its very complete report and moted that the report had
spotlighted the problem of continved catches by non-Contracting Parties and the phenomenon of vessels re-fagging 1o
ICCAT Contracting Perting to avoid being designated a vessel of a non-Contracting Party.

4.6 The Delegate of Spain thanked Japan for its detailed report, and expressed satisfaction that the system is
working so well in terms of monitoring tuna exports, especially from the Spanish port of Las Palmas. Hes further noted
that the system. eppeared to have overcome the traditional difficulties that sttend the monitoring of custom-free areas,
without disturbing the practices of such areas. The Delegate of Spain made three additicnal points, First, he ohserved that
since Spanish rod and reel data are the same as baitboat dala, the export figures would need to he deuble-checked. Second,
he ooted the need to compers the statistical decuments with reported catches, since the catch figures far 1994 have yet
to be reported. Third, he related that Spain would be submitting 4 report oo the BTSDP implementation, and that
discrepancies with the Japanese report could perhaps be accounted for by virtue of the fact that the Spanish data starts in
January, 1894, while the Japanese dats covers from June to November. Further in regard to the BTSDP, the Delegate
of Spain noted that his ecuntry had coliected data on landings by French and Italian vessels at Spanish ports, and that this
allowed monitoring despite the fact that the European Union has no exports or imports per se within ils common markel.
He concluded that Spain had soived e number of problems in developing an effective monitoring pragram.

4.7 The Delepate of France recognizzd the efforts of Spain in implementing the BTSDP and noted his country’s
satisfaction with the Program. He observed, however, {hat a minor technical prulﬂem was presented by the fact that a large
pertion of the bluefin tuna caught by France in the Mediterrancan is landed in Spain, which, not being the flag state, is
unable to validate the catch He thonght that this difficuity could be addressed by consultation among Spain, France,, and
Japan.

4.8 The Delegate of Jupan acknowledged Spain's point regacding data covering different ime periuds and offered
to provide further informetion on “free-port” tuns, which Spain had noted with interest.

4.9 The Delegate of the United States thanked Spain for the information it had provided and stated its support for
elaborating a mechanism to ensure that export figures can be checked against import figures.

4.10 The Delegate of Portugal expressed satisfaction with the implementation of the BTSDP, and indicated that
Partugal shared the reporting problem presented by its vesssls landing bluefin at ports of other countries. She also
expressed the view that at leust some of the vessels attributed in Japan's report to Portugal are not in {act Portuguese
vessels, and expressed doubts about the catch figure attributed to Porfugal in the Japanese report,

4,11 The Delegate of Spain reiterated that it' would be providing a more detailed report and noted three areas of
concem in the implementation of the BTSDP, Flrst that the EU, given its unique gtatng as a common market, presents
special problems. Second, that there needed ta be coordination of catch data between the SCRS and the BTSDP. Third,
that the prohlem of “third generation” flags of convenience, nated by the Chair, runs contrary to recent international action
on the problem of re-flagging, und must bz addressed.

4,12 The Chatrman ¢oncurred with Spain's view on the gravily of the problem presented by re-flagging, and noted
that, since part of the PWG mandate is to develop ways to improve the effectiveness of conservation measuares, the matier
of re-flagging should perhaps be taleen up laler under & separate agends item.

4.17 ‘The Secretariat noted that discrepancies in the reported catches of Contracting as well as non-Contracting
Parties was evidenced by a comparison of the Japanese report with Table 1 of COM/54/31.

4.14 Noting the diffieulty in comparing catch dats (only available for 1993) with RTSDP data as reported by Japan
and Spain, the Delegate of Spein suggested that the FAO Flagging Agreement might be considered far how it could be
used to seeure for ICCAT additional informalion on vessels, especially thase that have recently re-flapged.

4,15 The Chair concurred, noting that the Flagging Agresment was quite relevant ta the problem, and suggested
that perhaps the matter would be considered by the Commission at its plenary session.

4,16 The Delegate of Japan also provided information on vessels fishing in the Mediterranean that was obtained
from vessel patrols.

4.17 The Secretariat referred the Working Group to the SCRS Report noting that more then 100 lnnglme vessels

were fishing in the Mediterranean between Juge and July. It also noted that the SCRS had recommended a feasibility study
for an aerial survey of such fishing activity.
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4.18 The Delogate of Jupan expressed concern ahout the source of the information on which SCRS based its
finding. The Secretariat acknowledged that the information, was provided hy fishermen and was not mdependenﬂy
verifiable, and went on to stress that this nead for verifigbility motivated the SCRS recammendstion for an eerm} suTvey
feasibility study.

. T 4.19 The Delegate uf the United States expressed the view that snch vesse]s Were likely from non- Contracting
P.trtles. and that this ceuld serve as a basis for a proposal to be pret;ented hy the Umteﬂ States to nddress this problem.

.- 4, "-’EI Seiferal counineh expressed further interest in the frequency and area of Jupan's patrﬂll.ing activities. In
response, the Delegate of Japan explained that in 1992 and 1993 a vessel patrolled the Medlterranean from May 21 ta June
30, but in 1994 it had only been able to patrol f.'mm May 25 to June 15, less than the’ ennre spawning ground clasure
penod The Delegate of Japan noted, however, thet a Tapanese patrol vessel in the Mediterranean had spotted 21 radio
‘buoys (a much smaller number than in previons years) believed to be used by vessels fishing flying flags of convenience,
and had intercepted communications from several vessals leavmg the Mediterranean just before June 1 _but had also
sighted several vessels of unidentified flaps fishing during the closure period. Ope Panamenian longline ﬁshmg ves.se.l wWHS
sighted on June 12, 1994, in the Mediterranean.

5. Measures to imprnve the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program

_ 5 1 The Delegate of Japan made two proposals under this Agenda 1tern The first was a revised d:aft of the
resolution contained in Appendix 6 of the April PWG meeting report. The second was a "Resolution an Interpretation and
Application of the ICCAT Blucfin Tuna Statistical Docament Program”. The Delegate of Japan also explained that the
point of the revised resolution centained in Appendix & of the April PWG meeting report was to allow the comparing of
export and import data,

. 5.2 Several members of the PWG expressed the view that while they supported the revised resolution in principle,
they needed more time to Teview it careﬁlliy and consider passible drafting chauges including such ipatlers as the fact
that there is no distinction between imports and exporis in the E{J.

5.3 With regard to the proposed "Resolution on Interpretation and Application of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document ij,ra;m there was substantial discussion of whether the resolution intended that 1he 199"
recommendation concerning the BTSDP apply to all bluefin tuna or anly to Atlantic bluefin tuna.

5.4 The Secretariat clarified that while ICCAT does not collect catch data on Pacific bluefin tuna, a namber of
countries export Pacific bluefin tuna to Japan, and that distinguishing between Atlantic and Pacific btusfin nina presented
difficulties, Australiz and New Zealand have apphed to TCCAT for a'full waiver of fne BTSDP, with rega.rd to Paclﬁc
bluefin tuna.

5.5 The Chair clarified that the BTSDP applies to all bluefin tine, regardless of where it is canght. He noted that
the Contracting Parties had agreed on procedures for waiving the requirement of governrent validation of the document,
but had declined to provlde for the waiver of the requirement that the dacument itself he completed for ell bluefin tunus.
He acknowledged the matters raised by T apan presented complicated questions, noted that three countries had applled fcr
waiver of fhe government validation requirement, and observed thet more such applications would likely be made. He
stated that it was the task of the PWG to deal with these wuwer requests and to give the Secretariat some guidence on how
"to handle reyquests for interim waivers.

. 5.6 The Delegate of Japan cluarified that it was decided in 1992 to require a statistical document for all bluefin
_lmportecl mtn an ICCAT Contracting Party, otherwise there would be insurmountable problems of implementation. HE.
stated that Japan's intentjon was not to change this requifement, hut rather was to have the Commission na longer requlre
countriss to provide catch data on Pacific bluefin tuna as a condition for granting the country a waiver of the government
validation requirement, since ICCAT does not need such caich information and cannot compel its submission.

5.7 The Chair urged that hilateral cansultations be undertaken to clarify the points discussed on this Agenda item.
It was agreed that the PWG wnuld agein meet on Wed.uesday at 9 a.m. The ﬁr&.t session of the Perm&nenl Working Group
meeting was sdjonrned.

5.8 The PWG resumed meeting at 11:00 a.m. oo November 30 and took up consideration of a revised draft of
Japan’s "Re&olutmu on Interpretatmn nnd Apphcauen of the [CCAT Blueﬁn Tuna Statistical Dccument Program"”.
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"'5.9 The Delepate of Spem voiced his concern that those points of the resolution concerning acceptance of logbooks
“and mfon'natwn réirieval systems should clearly apply oaly to pop- Cnntractmg Parties, and that the resolution should not
'-supersede pnur recomimendations regarding the BTSDP, :

5.10 The Delegate of Japan stated that it way not the intention of the resolution to replace previous
recommendations, but rather was proposed only to clarify the interpeetation and application of the BTSDF.
SeoHh 103
5.11 Following considerable discussion, it was agreed to amend the resclution to make it clear that the acceptance
of logbooks and information retrieval systems as noted in the resolution only applied to non-Contracting Parties.

5.12 It was also noted by the Group that it had been previously agreed by the Commission that any Contracting
Party which over the preceding 36-months regularly provided to ICCAT statistical informntion consistent with ICCAT
SCRS requirements, would not need to apply for.acceplance of its logbnok and the same time that the Commission coukl
rescind this status for DY C‘untractmg Party (hat ceases o provide statistical information required by ICCAT for a peried
nf 12 months, Thus, the requitements relating to logbecks and information retrieval systems were equally stringent for
Cunlractmg and non-Contracting Parties.

5.13 The matter of the type of bluefin tuna to which the 1982 recommendation concerning the BTSDP applied,
referenced in parapraph 1 of the resolution, was also discussed. [t was agreed that the 1992 recommendation applies only
to narthern bluefin tuna (Thurnus, thynaus) with the understanding that: (1) Japan noted that northern bluefin' tuna and
southern bluefin tuna are easily distinguishable; (2) Japan will monitor the level of imports of southem bluefin funa to
ensure that trade in southern bluefin tuna is not used to “launder” northern bluefin tuna; and (3) the PWG wﬂl keep the
matter under reviaw,

5.14 The PWG recommended the "Resolution by ICCAT on Interpretstion and Application of the ICCAT Blusfin
Tuna Statistical Document Program” to the Commission for adoption {altached as Annex 8.

A 15 Lengthy dgscussmn was alse bad on the pmcedures for acceptance by ICCAT of a statistical information’
retneva[ system or logbook system, and agreement was reached that the PWG would raview such applications and decide
whether accept.mce was gppropriate. In so agreeing the graup understood that while conducting a vote on the question by
mail was possible, such vole might be postponed, at the discretion of the Execntive Seorctary, if the imminence of a bi-
annual mesting of the PWG so warrants. With some minor technical amendments, the "Resalution by ICCAT Concerning
the Effective implementatmn of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document- ngram" was recammended by the PWG'
to the Cnnumssmn for adoption (attached as. Annex 9). S

5.16 The PWG also discussed cens:derahun of the apphcatmns o‘f Australla New Zealand, and Me}uco faor full
ar partml wa.wer of ICCAT BTSDP requirements.-..

5,17 The Chair recalled the decisions taken earlier by the group on the conditions for waiver of the government
validation requirement and the conditions for not requiring the submission of a BTSDP at all for southern blueﬁn tuna.
He noted that the applications before the PWG should be informed by these decisions,

5.18 The Delegate of Portugal noted thet Australiu and New. Zealand upplied for & full waiver of the BTSDP and
she expressed concerns aboul the importance of not_exceeding ICCAT compstence-or mandate Wlth respact toits
canservation end _management. o - : '

5.19 The Delegute at Spain supported the pemt _]'I.lSt expressed by the Delegate of Poﬂuga]

5.20 The Delegate of France expressed its view that the BTSD shou‘ld not apply to countries that do nat fish in the
ICCAT Convention Area,

e

5,21 Following considerable discussion, it was apreed that the Executive Secretary should communicate to Australia

and New Zcaland that their catches of southemn bluefin tuma were exempted from the requirements of the BTSDP

altogether, including the requirement for a statistical document itself, but that a statistival document, which coild he
validated by a nuu-govemmental entity (i.e., the government validation requirement was waived); would still be required
for northern blu&.fm funa. The Executive Seeretary was further divected to inform Australia and New Zenland that the

s Bormerly Appendix 3 to the PWG Report when the Repart was adapied in November, 1954, ) e

b Formarly Appendiz 4 (o the PWG Report when the Report was adapred in November, 1954,
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adoption of a different approach to their satisfying the requirements of the BTSDP mighl be possible if a statistical
decument program was developed among member countries of the Commission tor the Conservation of Southern Bluefin
Tuna (CCSBT) It was further agreed thac the Execufive Swre.tary inform Mexico of ICCAT's decision for granting
waivers of the government vulidation requirement and inquire if, in light of this, Mexico wishes to pursue its application.

5,22 In so deviding and dirm:t_ing' the Executive Secretary how to respond to these applications, full sccount was
takan by the PWG meambers of the importance of not exceeding ICCAT s jurisdiction with respect to its conservation and
management responsibilities.

6. Measures to improve ICCAT-required fishery statistics

6.1 It was agreed that thme Hmitations precluded cansideration of this Agenda item, but the Group agreed that the
exisling statistical reporting cbligations of the Contracting Parties should be fulfilled and that the PWG wauld undertake
at its next meeting a review of Contracting Party logbook and information retrigval systems. In this regard, it was ag,reud
that an inter-sessicnal meeting of the PWG may be desirable for such review.

7. Fishjng by non-Contracting Parties

7.1 The sobject matter of this Agenda item was discussed under Apends item 4.

8. Measures to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservation measures
n) Trade Measiires

B.a.1 The Chair noted that measures to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservation measures were important to
the PW@ and to TCCAT as a whole. He observed that the issue had been discussed at length at the April 1994 meeting
of the PWG in Tokyo, where it had nearly reached consensus on a trade measures resolution, with the exception of one
delegation.

8.2.2 The Dulogate of the United States thanked the permanent Working Group for the work it had done in Tokyo
in developing a tool to ensure compliance with ICCAT measures. He lhen stated that the United States had held & slightly.
different view from other members while sharing the same poal. He noted that while U.8. law suthorizes and in some
cases requires the povernment of the United States to teke trade measures, the United States would like to collaborate with
other countries in taking & multilateral approach to trade measures in regard to the actions of non-Contracting Purties 1o
ICCAT. To this end the United States withdrew the alternative language for paragraph f of the rasolition and joined the
consensis of the Group that had been reached at the Tokyo meeting.

8.2.3 Several of the other parties expressed ‘pratitade to the United States for its flexibility and having joined the
consensus, '

f.a.4 Based on the statements of the parties, the Chair found that the Permanent Working Group had reached a
consensus to recommend that the Commission adopt the Resolution. He noted that, subject to the approval of the
Comimission, it appeared that [CCAT had taken an historic step for internationat fishery organizations by adapting a
procedure for dealing with a problem that affects fishery orpamzations the world over. The "Resolution by 1CCAT
Coneerning an Action Plan to Ensure Effectivencss of the Conservation Program for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna", recommended
to the Commission for adoption, is attached es Annex 7

b) Oiher measures

§

 8.b.1 The Delegate of the United States made two additional proposals to ensure compliance with [CCAT
conservation measures. The first proposal eoncernad inviting non-Contracting Perties to participate in the efforts of ICCAT
while continuing their present fishing levels, provided they do so under a regulated format. The Delegate of the United

t Formerly Appendix 5 1o the FWG Report when the Report was adopied in November, 1894,
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States stated that whether the failure of non-Contracting Parties to join ICCAT under such conditions ecnstituted an
undermining of JCCAT canservation measures was a mattor thal would have to be considered in light of the action taken
earlier regarding trade measures. He observed that the proposal was consistent with-the consensus which has developed
st the United Mations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks thet Stetes whose vessels
fish in areas that are now governed by ﬁahery orgammtmns should cooperate in the conservation and management efforts
of such organizations.

8.h.2 The Delegate of France noled that Contracting Parties must as well be required to comply with ICCAT
conservation recommendations.

8.b.3 The Delegale of Spain expressed support, in principle, for the propoesal, but expressed concern about the
specifics of implementing it. He noted that it made good sense in providing that a country could continue fishing and did
not contemplate a quota allacation, but voiced coneern that backing up the invitation to cooperate with a threat of trade
measures might present some difficulties whicly could perhaps be obviated by addressing the matter in s more nuanced
way.

8.h.4 The Delegate of Canada expressed his country’s wholehearted suppart for the praposal, noting that the
internatinnal community is moving to a position of no longer tolerating the undermining of fishery organizations by the
actions of non-Contracting Parties,

8.h.5 The United States Delegation presented & draft resolution on this matter that, inter alia, recognized Lhe class
of non-Contracting Parties that cooperate with ICCAT as “Cooperating Parties.”

8.b.6 The Delegates of Spain, France, and Portugal expressed concern that the resolution as drafted went too far
in pressurmg non-Contracting Parties to becoms parhes to ICCAT, rather than simply conperate with ICCAT and would
not be consistent with the 1982 United Naetions Conventian on the Law of the Sea. They also expressed the view that since
JCCAT daes not have the legal power to prevent non-Contracting Parties from fishing in the Convention Area, po
implication oF such authority should be made in a rasolution that seeks coordination between ICCAT and non-Contracting
Purties.

8.h.7 The PWG zgreed that a resclution inviting the conpemtxon of non- Contracnng Parties that took into account
the concerns noted above woulid be of some value because it would give positive recogpition to "Cooperating Parties",
would contribute o a gruwmg, body of international legal muthority wrging non-Contracting Parties to cooperate w;th
regional fishery organizations, and would provide an encouragement and opportunity for non-Contracting Parcties to become
fumnilinr with ICCAT. The "Resolution by ICCAT on Conrdination with Non-Contracting Parties, recommmended by the
Giroup to the Commission for adoption is attached as Annex 10F.

8.h.B The second proposal of the United States to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservation measures cancerned
fishing activity in the Mediterranean during the spawning season by non-Contracting Parties. The representative of the
United States proposed sending & note to such parties asking that they prevent vessels flying their flag from fishmg in lhe
closed area and informing them that they may be subject to measures, 1n_ch_J_dipg trarie measurss, if they allow such fishing
activity to continue,

8,b.9 The Delegate af France expressed concern that the proposal might jin.\l;rollvc establishing gquotas for the
Mediterranean, which he viewed as impossible to put into practice.

B.b,10 The Delepate of Spain stated that ény action taken with regard to violations of the closx season in the
Meaditerrmean would have to be taken on 2z non-discriminatory basis sund that clesrer ideas for sanctions for nan-
compliance need to be devaloped.

8.b.11 The Delegate of Canada supparted the U.S. praposal.

~_ B.b.12 The PWG recommended a "Resolution on Fishing in the Mediterranean During szwmmg Manths" to the
Commission for adaption (attached as Annex 11).

8.1.13 The Delegate of Spain offered a resclution drawing on and supporting the FAO "Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on (he High Seas" by requinng

d Formerly Appendix B ta the PWG Repord when the Report was adoptad in Novembar, 1904,

¢ Formerly Appendix 7 1o the PWG Report when the Report was adopied in Navember, 1984,
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1ICCAT Contracting Parties to develop a registry of vessels more than 24 meters in length authorized to fly their flag on
the Righ seas of the Convention Area. He noted that the resolution would increass the transparency of fishing operations,
_enhance flag-stute responsibility, and, as a practical matter, ensurs 4 certain capping of fishing vessel capacity in the
_Convention Area. -

U814 Tt was ng:zeeﬁ that the data collected as 2 result of maintenance of such registeies should not be used far
enforcement purposes, &t least until the requirement for a registry applies as well to vessels less than 24 meters in lenpth
fishing on the high seas in the Convention Arca,

8.b.13 The U.8. Delegation voiced its support for the FAO Agresment, hut noted that becanse it had not ﬁassed
implementation, it could at this time anly suppart a non-binding resolution in support of the Flagging Agreement.

8.1».16 Assnciatihg itseif with the views of the U.S., the Deje-g‘afelo-f Japan stated that his country couid provide
the information required by the Flagging Agreement upon campleting its internal process to accept the Agrsement.

8.b.17 The Delepates of Spain and Japan expressed the view that mext year the PWG should consider the
applicability of the requirement to maintain a vessel registry to vessels less than 24 meters long and to vessels fishing
EEZs in the Canvention Area, not only the high seas,

2.h. 18 The Delegate of Canada noted his agreement that the applicability of the requirement ta vessels smaller than
24 meters should be considered by the PWG next year, but strongly ohjected to the PWG's considering the apphcnblhty
of the raqmre-menl ts vessels within EEZs.

g.b,19 Following several technical amendments, the "Resolution by ICCAT Regarding the Agreement to Fromate
Campliance with Interpationul Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas" wes
remmmended by the Group to the Commission for edaption {attached as Annex 12¥.. - : : s

-8. b '30 The'. PWG then discussed consideration of the draft resolution contained in Appendix 7 of the Reporl of the
Second Meeting of the PWG (Tokye, April 1994), which Japan stated was designed to establish a mechanism to colject
duta on vessel ectivity because the Commission curtently has only fragmental information. The Chair noted that the
'resolunon ‘which was propased by Japun at Lhe Tokyo meeting, was not accepted at the time and it was agreed to discuss
'itat t.he present mesting.

B.E'Ql-,The De]egatc of Canada expressed support for the.resolution in its cotivety and recommended that it be
strengthened to require Contracting Parties to deny validation to (he calches of their own vessels where ‘they are made
contrary to ICCAT conservation recommendations,

8,1,22 The Delegats of Spain noted that while he supported the motivation behind the resolution, it cantained many
interesting and difficult points that would probably mot be usefu] as compulsory obligations because of diffienlties in
implementation. He suggested the rosolution be amerded to take aceount of the fact that Parties could not with certainty
ensura 100% compliance with ICCAT conservation measures, and nated that the resolution required more precision in
its specification af the areas to which fishing access was to be dented to vessels fishing in violation of ICCAT conservation
measures as woll as to whether access would be denied to individuel vessels or countries altogether.

8.b.23 Several Delegations expressed their understanding that the resolution referred only to access to EEZs, snd
meant that vessels of countries whose vessels undermined ICCAT conservation menssures should not be licensed to fish
for EEZ resources. -

8.b.24 The Delegate of Spain stated such an expression would he superfluous if it unly refen’ed to EEZs since
States already have the power to deny fishing access to their EEZ surplus stocks.

§.b,2S The Delegates. of France, Portugal and Spuin staled that requining Contracting Parties to act to discourage
their nationals from associating with activities of non-Contracting Parties which undermine ICCAT canservation and
management measures conflicted with their countries’ censtitutional requirements regardi ng restricting the activities of their
citizens. : :

f Formerly Appendix & to the PWG Report when the Report was adopted in November, 1994,

136



PUG: 3RD MEETING (MADRIE)

2.5.26 The "Resolution on Compliance with the ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures” sresolution was
redrafted to take account of these concerns and with some minor technical amendments and was recommended by the
PWG to the Commission for adoption (attached as Annex I3)5.

4, Vessel tracking and cateh reporting system

9.1 The Chair noted that there had heen fengthy discussion of vessel tracking and catch reporting systems st the
April, 1994, Meeting of the PWG in Tokyo. The PWG then considered a draft resclution on the subject which Japan had
introduced in 1993 angd was given consideration at the April Tokyo meeting.

8.2 The Delegate of Spain stated that his couniry could not accept the draft resolution as the terms of reference
for the PWG since it was too umbitious and impractical in requiring the implementation of tracking and cuich reporting
systems within a specified the time frame.

9,3 The Delegates of Portugal and France concurred wilh the points just made by the Delegate of Spain.

9.4 The Delepate of the United States offered support for initiating a pilot program and noted that the United States
was more concamed with real-time data reporting than with vessel tracking. He suggested that the matter could be
discussed further during a special working group meeting in Seattle.

9.5 The Chair identified & consensus that there should be a working group to consider vessel tracking and catch
reporting systems, and noted that the PWG was in agreement that such a working group should have broad terms of
roference.

9.6 The Chair confirmed Japen's understanding that under broad terms of reference the working group would be
gble to discuss, inter aliz, the effectiveness of existing satellits and equivalent systems, minimum requirements for

systems, and the matter of a time frame for implementation.

9.7 The Delegates of France, Portugal nnd Spain stated that the word "nationals” should be replaced by "vessels”
in order to take into account flag-state responsibility.

9.8 Broad terms of reference were agreed upon, and it was further agreed that the working group skould be open
to all Coniracting Parties, and relevant non-Contracting Parties should olso be invited. The "Resoluticn on Vessel
Monitoring”, recommended by the PWG to the Commission for adoption, and which embedies these agreed points is
attached as Annex 14"

10. Other matters

10.1 The Delegate of Japan called attention to the PWG that from this date (i.e., December 1, 1994), his country
started collected validated statistical documents for all fresh/chilled bluefin tuna according to the ICCAT Recommendation
adopted in 1593,

11. Future work and meetings of the PWG

11.1 Discussion was held on the guestion of the nead for an inter-sessional meeting. It was agreed that it may he
advisable to hold an inter-sessional meeting, and that this would be decided by communication among the members.
12, Adoption of Report

12,1 The Report of the Third Meeting of the PWG was adopted by the Group and recommended to the Commission
for adoption.

13, Adjournment

13.1 The Chairman adjourned the meeting.

2 Formerly Appendix 9 ta the BWG Repourl when the Report wos ndopted in November, 1394,
h Formerly Appendix 10 Lo the PWG Repast whea the Report was adopted in Novembar, 1994,
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Appendix 1 i(p Annex 16

I ' AGENDA OF THE .
TII]_RD MEETING OF THE PERMANENT- ’WDRKING GROUP FDR THE et
IMPROVEMENT OF ICCAT STATISTICS AND CONSERVATION MEASURES '

1. Opening of the session
2.  Election of Rapporteur
3.  Adoption of Apenda . "
4. Review of the implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docoment Program (BTSDP)
" g)  Secrstariat actions
b) Mémber country actions
5. Measuges to ir:n_PrlL"»ve the Blusfin Tuna Statistical Document Pru_g_rzj_:m

Measures to improve ICCAT-required fishery statistics
7.. Fishing by non-Contracting Parties

4} Review of information | _
b} Identfication of eountries fishmg contrary to ICCAT cun.’:un‘uhon Teasures

%, Measures to ensure compliance with ICCAT Conservation Measures

a) Trade mensures
b) Other meisures

6.  Vessel tracking and catch reporling system

1. Other matters

11.  Future work and meetings of the Permanent Working Group
12. Adoption of Report -

13. Adjournment
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Appendix 2 10 Annex 6

REPORT BY JAPAN
ON THE I'MPLEMENTATION OF THE ICCAT BLUEFIN TUNA STATISTICAL
DOCUMENT PROGRAM (BTSDI') _
{FROZEN AND FRESH/CHILLED PRODUCTS)

1. Introduction

ICCAT udopted the Recommendation Concerning the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program
at its Eighth Special Meeting in November, 1992, Following this Recommendation, Japan introduced its domestic
regulation to implement the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program on September 1, 1993, for frozen
bluefin products.

In 1993, ICCAT adopted the Recaommendation Concemizng the Implementation of the TCCAT Bluefin Tuna
Statistica! Document Program on Fresh Products at its Thirteen Regular Meeting. Following this Recommendation,
Japan has introduced its domestic regulations to implement the Program for fresh/chilled bluefin products heginning
Tune 1, 1994. '

With respect to the 1mp1ementat10n of the BTSDPF on fresh/chilled products, ICCAT pmvxded 8 special
period for the initial six months, and allowed scceptance of documents preperly prapared by the dxpurter from June
1 to Novaember 30, 1994, if, whenever required, a government official is unehle to validate the document This
special period will be terminated as of November 30 and on and after December 1, a Bluefin Tuna Statisical
Document validated by a government official or sn official of an accredited institution is required to be
accompanied with the shipment.

2. Preparation for the implementation of the domestic regulation tor the Program

a. Frozen products

T

Before introducing the regulation on September 1, 1993, Iapan made an annuuncement aml explanat:on of
its regulation, through diplomatic and other availabie chanrels, to 32 countries and araas inchuding non-Contracting
Parties which had records of exporting bluafin tuna to Japan during the past three years.

b, Fresh/chilled producis

Befors introducing the regulation for fresh/chilled praducts on Juse 1, 1994, Jupan made an anoouncement
and explapation of its regulation in early March, 1994, through diplomatic and other available channels, to the
abave 32 countries and areas. Japan requested these 32 countries and areas in late March, 1994, to provide the
1CCAT Secreturiat and Japan with the names of organizations and titles of officials which are responsible for the
validation of the statistical documents. Alsc, sample impressions of the seals of validating organizations wers
requested.

In the middle of November, 1994, Japan informed through diplomatic and other available chanmels 37
countries and areas, which have records of exporting fresh/chiiled bluefin tuna to Japan during the past ten years,
that the special period provided hy ICCAT is no longer effective beginning December 1, 1994, and omly Statistical
Dacuments validated by a government official will be accepted at customs,

3. Data compilation

]juriﬁg..zth_a initial stage u.f the implementation of the Program, i.e. from September, 1993, through May,
1994, all data coliected was manually compiled and tabulated.
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In June, 1994, a new computerized compilatien and tabulation system wasg introduced and zil data collected
was entered into the camputer system. This system appears to be effective but it still in the developing stage and
needs further improvement and input data checking.

In many cages, hand written data are difficult to decipher, Some docoments were submitted with complete
ignorance of the instruction (incomprebensible gear cods, area code, or product type code).

Due to these errors, there is a tremendous work lead in checking duta input mformation, Documents not
clearly writien may lead to erTors i the compilation of data. Exporting countries are strongly requested to ingtruet
exporters to prepare legible documents,

The information provided by this report for 1994 is preliminary and may be subject to farther changs at a
later stage.

4, Results
~a. Frogen biuefin praducts
. , . Sept'gf'_;ﬂje: - December, 1993

A total of 1,364 MT (product weight) of hluefin tuna products was imported by Ispan from September |
1o Decernber 31, 1993. This amount is estimated to correspond to 2,185 MT of hive weight. Out of this, 901 MT
{live- we1ght) 41.2% was imported from non-Contracting Parties. These non-Confracting Parties were Honduras,
Itnly;' ‘Panamia and Tuiwan. Bluefin tuna from ' the non-Contracting Purties was reported to be canght in the
Mediteérranean Sea and ea&.tem Atlanhc Import ﬁguren by cnnntryr’area and deta:led mfnrm,atmn are :hnwn in
Tables 1 and 2. . .

-- January 1 - November 22, 1994
1} Total amouont

A total of 5,168 MT {producl weight} was imported to Japao from January 1 to November 22, 1994, This
amonal is estimated to correspond to 7,432 MT of live weight, Out of this total figure, 2,634 MT (live weight),
35.7%, was imported from non-Contracting Parties. These aon-Contracting Parties were Belize, Italy, Panama and
Taiwan. Bliuefin tuna from'Beélize, Italy and Taiwan were reported to be caught in the Mediterranean Sea. Panama
reported to catch bluefin tuna products in the Mediterranean and aastem Atlantic. Impott figures by countryfarea
and detailed information are shown in Table 3

2) By area

- Western Atlantic

No frozen bluefin products were imported from the western Atlantic.

- Eastern Atiantic

A total of 1,938 MT {product weight) (2,669 MT live weight) was reported to be caupht in the eastern
Atlantic. QOut of this, 1,935 MT {preduct weight}, 99.9 % was from the Contractmg Parties. Panama reported to
catch 1| MT of bluef'n tuns by A lﬂuglme vessel.

-- Meditermranean

A total ef 3,232 MT (product weight) (4,763 MT live weight) was reported to be canght in the
Mediterransan. Out of this figure, 1,347 MT (preduct weight), 41.7 %, was from the Contracting Parties and
1,884 MT (58,3 %) was fram the non-Contracting Parties. Some longline vessels larger than 24 m in length wers
reporied to have fished during June-July in the Mediterranean. However, many of the Statistical Documents

secompanied with bluefin taken by longline vessels were attached with voluntary catch repurts mdlcatmg thal the
fish had been canght before May 31. :
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3) By pear lype

_ Fish Cdught by trup dommated (79, I %) thf: total imports from the f:a&.turu Atlantic. In the Mcditermnean,
fisk caught by longline (50.7 %} aund purse seine (46.3 %) dominated r]:le imports {Tahle 4.

-- Namea of vessals

A list of names of vessels by countries and areas cbtained by the Statistical Documents accompaniad with
the bluefin tuna product shipments is shown in Table 5. o

The foliowing are findings based on the data obtained from the implementation of ﬁw BTSDP on frpzen
products and vessel sightings cbtained a ports and by Japanese patrol boats,

Behze A total of 164 MT {live wmght) was imported for the first time from Belize in Jjune, 1994. The
‘Statistical Documents were validated by government officials (Deputy Registrar International Merchant Marine
Ragistry of Belize). No information on validation has been provided to ICCAT or Japen {o date. According to the
ICCAT catch statistics, this is the first record of biusfin cateh by vessels of Belize. The fish were caught in the
Mediterranean by a lnnglmc vessel and exported through Las Palmas, Spam '

Guinsa: A total of 305 MT (live weight} was imported for the first time frem Guinea during May-August,
1994. The Statistical Documents were validated by government officials (Directeur National des Péches et de
{' Aquaculture). This was the organization informed to ICCAT. According to the ICCAT catch statistics, this is
the first recard of bluefin catch by vessels of Guinea. Five longline vessels caught 304 MT of biuefin tuna in the
Mediterrancan and one longline vessel caught 1 MT, of b]uaﬁn tuna in the enstern Atlant:c All blueﬁn WaS
exported through Las Palmas, Spain. Of these vesssls, one ‘was flying a Panamanian flag when i{ was sighted at
port in Las Palmas on April 7, 1994, and two were flying the flag of Honduras when they were either sighted by
Japanese patrol vessel on June 10, 1993, coridentified by a record of pert call application to Japan con January 10,
1597 b g .

Honduras: After September, 1993, there were few imports from Honduras. A Honduran high Jevel official
menticned during the bilateral contact in 1993 that they would not provide gnvemment validation for bluefin

products caught by vessels flying Honduran flags of convenience. «~-

Korga: A total of 89 MT (live weight) was imported from-Korsa-during June-August, 1994, The fish were

caught in the Mediterranean and the eastern Atlantic by two ltongline vessels and exported through Las Palmas,

Spain and Pusan, Korea. According ta the ICCAT catch statistics, Hus is’ the first record of bluefin catche&. by
"Korean vessels in the Mediterranean and the first record since 1985_ In the enstern Atlantic,

Penama: A total of 1,172 MT (live weight) was imported from Panama during September, 1993-Augnst,

1994, Of this amount, 1,171 MT were caught in the Mediterranean by 6 longline vessels and all the products were

exported through Las Palmas, Spain. According to the ICCAT cateh stalistics, no Papemanisn catch has been

recorded in the Medilerraneun since 1977 and in the eastern Atlantie since 1987,

Portugal: A total of 456 MT (live weight) was imported from Portugal during July-August, 1994, The fish
were caught in the eastern Atlantic by 5 longline vessels and exported through Las Palmas, Spain. The ICCAT
catch statistics show (bat the recent longline catch hy Portugal in the eastern Atlantic 18 99 MT in 1991, 4 MT in
1992, and 4 MT in 1993, Four vessels were previously flying the flag of Honduras when they were sighted in 1992
and 1983,

Spain: A total of 3,350 MT (live weight) was imported from Spain during Tune-Augnst, 1994, Of thix
amount, 105 MT were reported to be caupght by rod and reel and 234 MT were reported to be caught by longline.
The ICCAT catch statistics show that the Spanish rod and reel catch was ¢ MT in 1992 and 1993, end the longline
patch was 28 MT in 1992 and 40 MT in 1853,

Some information papers attached to the Statistical Documents indicated that bluefin canght by purse seine
and trep fisheries were processed and frozen by freezer-processing vessels of Honduran flag then exported to
Japan. According to the sighting information by the Japanese patrol boats, these vessels were longliners operating
in the Mediterranean ic 1993, flying flags of Honduras and Malta,
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Taiwap: A total of 630 MT (live weight) was imported fram Taiwen duriog July-November, 1994, The
Statistical Documents were validated by the government officiais (Fisheries Department Bureau of Reconstruction).
This was the orpanization informad to ICCAT. The fish were caught in the Mediterranean by longline vessels and
exported through Las Palmas. The ICCAT calch statistics show that the Taiwanese longline cateh was 0 MT in
1952 and 333 MT in 1983.

5. General observatinn

The above findings may suggest that some non-Contracting Parties’ vessels have started changing their flags
to fizgs of Contracting Parties.

Contracting Partics have an obligation ta manage their fisheries, including fishing operations conducted by
reflagged vessels. The current Commission regulation on bluefin tuna in the castern Atlantie is to limit fishing
moriality to 1974-recent levels. .

Although years are different, some discrepuncy was ohserved hetween catch trends in the previous year&.
and catch in 1994,

6. Fresh/chilled products

During the psriod of June 1 to August 31; 1594, a total of 1,497 -MT of fresh/chilled blushn products was
imported to Japan. The tolsl number of cases of import was 1,515.

No. aof cases of import FProduct weight (Kg)
Juns 404 719,379
July 435 334,677
Augnst 366 _ 442,307
TOTAL 1,515 1,486,563

For deteiled information, please refer Lo the Japanese "Report on the Implementation of the Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document Program from Fregh/Chilled Bluefin Products {June 1-August 31}", thch was -submitted
separately to the Secretariat as of November 7, 1994.
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Tahle i. JImports of bluefin tuna to Japan, by country (data obtained from the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Document Program (September 1 - December 31; 1993)

Couniryfarea Producr weighr (Kg) Live weight (Kg)
Non-Contracting Party 607,636 901,189
Mediterranean 339,716 782,933
Italy 45,810 84,573
Panama 407,819 568,188
Taiwan B&,08B7 126,172

East Atlaptic

Honduras . 67,920 118,256
Contracting Party 756,350 1,283,395
Mediterranean _ 491,990 B43 373
Spain 491,990 B43,573
East Atlantic . 264,360 430,822
Morocco | 163,630 307,155
Portupal 10,450 12,294
Spain 50,280 120,373
GRAND TOTAL 1,363,986 2,184,584
NOTE: Live weight if converred by Lhe [cllowing factare:
RD: 0.8% '
DwW: 0.75
FL: 0.50
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Table 2.  Frozen bluefin tuna imports in Japan (September 1 - December 31, 1993); Data collected
by the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program .
Dare of . : Area of Fr‘:h:‘ng. . Point af Expar! Produet Aerual
No. Entry Counery Harvest Gear ' type weight
~ | , (Kg)
Italy
1 1993-8-17 Ttaly Medit, PS Palermo FL 40,212
, Spein RD 55,859
2 1893-10-1 Taiwan Medit. LL Las Palmas FL 30,228
' Ttaly
3 1593-10-4 Ttaly Medit. P5 Palermo DW 4,570
: Ttaly .
4 1993-10-4 Ttaly Medit. Ps Palermo FlL 1,028
. : Spain Dw 09,780
5 1993-10-13  Spain Madit. TRAP Barbale 'FL 281,380
' Spain RD 107,445
4 19%3.11-5  Panama Medit. LL Los Palmas FL 34,341
: - Spain RD 68,060
K 1993-11-5 Panama Medit, LL Las Palmas FL 27,573
. Spain RD 93,243
B 1993-11-7  ~Panama Medit. LL Las Palmas FL 43,430
- Morocco RD 4,290
9 1993-11-12  Moroeco E. Atl. TRAR Larache FL. 29,607
. Morocco _
10 1993:11-19 Morocea © -~ E: Atl. TRAP Larache FL 4,328
Morocco - RD 112
11 1993-11-19 Moroceo E. Atl. TRAF Larache FL 17,938
Morocco RD 208
12 1993-13-19  Morocco E. ALl TRAP Larache FL 20,405
Spain
13 1993-11-22  Spain Medat. PS Cartagena Dw 110,850
Moroceo Dw 21,816
14 1993-12-2 Morocca E. Atl. TRAP Lurache FL 660
RD 134
Moroccn Dw 2,311
15 1993-12-3 Mortacco E. Atl. TRAP Larache FL 1,688
RD 44
Spain
{3 1993-12-13  Portugal Madit. LL Las Palmas RD 10.000
Spain
17 1993-12-13  Punzma Medit. LL Las Palmasg RD 3,507
Spain
18 1803-12-13  Panama Medit. 1.L Las Palmas RD 3,320
Spain
19 1593-12-13 Panama Medit. LL Las Palmas RD 12,450
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Date af

-

Area of Fishing - _P!a;:'m af Export Product Actunl
Ne. Entry Caountry Horvest Gear - . type welght
(Kg)
Spain
20 1993-12-27  Portugal E. Atl. LL Las Palmas RD 235
Spain
21 199, . Panzamn Medit, : LL Las Palmas RD 12,450
Spain
22 199, . Spain E. Atl " RR Las Palmas DW 90,2R0
Spain
23 195. . Portugal E. Atl LL Las Palmes RD 225
Morocco RD 21,352
24 199, . Honduras E. Atl. 1L ~Larache FL 46,568
' DW 328,587
RD 383,018
EL 641,381
TOTAL
WENGHT 1,363,986
ITALY 43,410
TAIWAN 446,087
SPAIN SEL270
PANAMA 407,419
MORCCCO 163,630
FORTUGAL 10,450
HONDURAS 67,920
TOTAL
WEIGHT 1,343,986
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Table 3. Monthly report of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document

‘Period: 1994

Impdrt Coantry: JAPAN

Flag Area Cear - "Product type Puoint gf Export Product Live
Cointry Code Code o - Ll Weighs Weight
F/ | RD/IGCG/DRF (Kg) (Kg)
_ FR Lor
Belize MED LL FR GG I.ag Palmas, Spain 75,000 93,730
| oT Las Palmas, Spain 35,000 70,000
France MED Ps FR i DR Port Vendres, France 3,000 3,480
" GG Port Vendres, France 53,000 . 66,250
QT Port Vendres, France 106,000 212,000
Gl.t.iiﬂeal . EA LL FR | GG Las Palmas, Spain 364 455
N MED LL FR | GG Las Palmus, Spain 243,527 | 304,400
Italy . .. - | MED .. bk FR FL .. . -. | Palermo, Ttaly 236,576 428 482
B oT Palermo, Italy 2,586 5,172
TRAP FR FL Trapani, Italy 53,458 80,275
! oT Trapani, ltaly 309 aig
Karea EA L FR GG Las Palmas, Spain 485 606
T ‘ Pusan, Korea 389 436
MED LL FR GG Las Palmas, Spain 35,950 44,938
Pusan, Korea 34,479 43,099
Muaroceo EA TRAP FR Asilak, Morocco 43,200

: DR Asilab, Morocco 2,970 3,445
FL Asilak, Moroceo 28,004 46,767
MED TRAP EFR DR Larache, Morecco 4,000 4,640
GG Larache, Morocco 3,328 4,158
OT Larache, Morocco 21,000 42,000
Panama EaA LL FR GG Las Palmas, Spaia 905 1,131
MED LL FR FL Las Palmas, Spain 157,440 262,958
GG Las Palmas, Spain 83,080 103,863
oT Lag Palmas, Spain 260 1,920
RD Las Palmas, Spaia 457,742 573,178
Partupal EA LL FR DR Aveiro, Partugal 1061 117
FL Aveire, Portugal 21,268 33,518
Las Palmas, Spein 67,000 111,890
GG Aveiro, Portugal 1,341 1,676
Las Palinas, Spain 237,000 296,250
RD Aveiro, Portugal 8,180 10,225
Spain EA RR FR DR Rermec, Spain 90,647 105,150
TRAP FR DR Barbate, Spain 50,811 105,109
Tarnfa, Spain 15,172 17,600
FL Rarbate, Spain 534,871 §93,235
Tarifa, Spain 158,313 264,383
GG Barbate, Spain 2.030 2,538
oy y Barbate, Spain 21,210 42 420
Tarifa, Spain 6,500 13,000
RD Barbate, Spain 526,198 657,748
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Flag Area | Gear Producr type Poimt of Export - Broduct Live
Counery Code Code _ Weight Weight
F/ | RD/GG/DRF e (K3) (Kg)
FR LroT S
Spain MED LL FR FL Cartngena, Spain (34,267 224,236
{Cont) OT Cartagena, Spain 7,921 15,842
PS FR DR Barbate, Spain 10,873 12,613
Barcezlona, Spain 441 512
Madrid, Spain o 3,267 3,790
Tarragona, Spain 971 1,126
FL Carfagena, Spain : 230,206 384,444
Madrid, Spain 2,220 3,707
GG Curtagena, Spain 18,961 23,701
aT Burbate, Spain 3,696 7,392
Barcelooa, Spain 6,861 13,722
Cartagens, Spain . 209,458 418,216
Madrid, Spain 10,733 21,570
RD Barbate, Spain 162,423 203,028
Cartagena, Spain . 278,103 347,628
Madrid, Spain 4,446 5,558
FR RD Tarragona, Spain 1,438 1,823
Taiwan MED LL FR FL Las Palmas, Spain 116,451 194,473
GG Las Palmas, Spain 285,381 a56,726
RD Las Palmas, Spain 63,150 78,938
EA | 1,856,780 | 2,609,753
TOTAL
MED 3,177,872 | 4,672,954
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Table, 4. Annual imports {live weight.in metric tons) of bluefin, tuna, by. gear, area and cuur:litry,.19?4

o
3 .t T

t

EAST ATLANTIC

LL

Guinea
" Koren : 1
b Panama ; 1
a Portugal i 456
TOTAL 458
RR
Spain 105
TOTAL 105
: TRAP
' . Morocco 50
Spain’ 1,996
TOTAL " 2,046
- - EAST ATLANTIC TOTAL 2,600
MEDITERRANEAN
S LL
e s . Belize. 164
Guinea 304
Korea 88
Panama 941
Spain 240
Taiwan 630
TOTAL 2,367
Ps
France 282
Traly 434
Spain 1,430
TOTAL 2,146
TRAP
ltaly GO
Moroceo 51
TOTAL 141
MEDITERRANEAN TOTAL 4,674
TOTAL (E.ATL + MED) 7,283
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Tahle 5. Nomes of vessels, by country and area, obtained from the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document Program (BTSDFP)

Gear
Area Flag couniry Nmmne of vessel & Regisirarion number cade
EA Guinea Golden Lake No, 23 LL
Korea Dapg Won 615, .- . . N LL
Dang Won 614 BS0Z-A1599 LL
Panama La Paz No. 103 LL
Partugal Daniel No. 2 L-1933084 ' LL
Daniel Mo, 3 L-18723082 LL
Danicl No, & [.-1923333 LL
N/Cygnus  Muatriculn: A-3391-N LL
Criente No, 7 L-1523449 1L
MED Bulize FV Bohk No, 227 LL
France Gerord Luc I gnd Others es
Guinea Coracamar MNo. 5 LL
Gulden Loke No. 23 L
M/P Pasenn LL
WM/P Sotem Tuna LL
M/P Sumis Tuns LL
Stur No., 77 LL
liuly Guaetana Valeria Salvatore P5
Koree Dnong Won 513 LL
Dong Won 814 LL
Panema Al Mugim LL
Al Shapg LL
Alnnjma Albaidhn ) LL
Ln Poz Nao, 103 LL
Neptune 90 LL
Zopge Al Yomama LL
Spain Alicin Mari ' LL
Antonic Anplis LL
Astarlan ‘.. LL
El Brull ., - PR
El Chorrall . PS5
Elnrz " PS
Freiremar T P8
Qonzelez Lopez LL
Kelima LL
Lh Frau } ..
ia Vilara PS5
Moureall 11 PS
Menesteo LL
Monchito LL
Mica, Sro. del Pilar ., LL
PFanchilleta ) . PS5
Parades Gil ) LL
5an Franciren - : Ps
Tin Gell - . Ps
Virgen del Cermen LL
Xarrol! BS
Teiwan | Hung Yao CT6-1233 LL
Shin Lung No. 202 CT7-0350 LL
Shin Lung Ne. 216 CT7-02596 LL
Shin Yeou No. 3 {T6-1028 LL
Shin Yeon No. 6 CT7-0248 LL
Te Sheng Na. 12 CT7-0418 LL
Yinpg Tep ¥Mo. 168 CT7-0318 © LL
Ying Jen No, 338,CT7-0253 LL
Yuh Yeou No. 236 CT7-0295 . i ~LL
Yuh Yeot No. 31 CT7-0158 ' LL
Yuh Yeou MNo. 66 CT7-0429 LL
Yui Hsinng MNo. 132 CTY¥-015Y : LL
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v

" ANNEX 17
REPORT OF THE MEETINGS OF PANEL 1 TO 4

Report of the Meeting af Panel 1~

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting of Pansl 1 was apened by the Chairman Dr. L. Koffi (CGte d’Ivoire).

2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The Agenda was reviewed and adopted and is attached as Appendix 1 fo Annex 17,

3, Election of Rapportenr

3.1 Dr. J. L. Cort (Spain) was desipnated rnpporteur'.

4, Review of Panel Membership

4.1 Of the members of the Panel (Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Céte d'Ivoire, France, Gabon, Ghups, Japan,
Korea, Morocco, Portupal, Russia, Sao Tom¢ e Principe, Spain, Venezuela, and the United States) two, Cape
Verde and Ghana, were ahsent. Capada had previously expressed interest in forming part of this Panel and was
admitted as a full member,

5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
5.a Yellowfin Tuna

3.1.1 The Chairman of the SCRS, Dr. Z. Suzuki {Japen), reported on the state of the stocks of yellowfin.
He noted that in 1993 apnd 1994 there were again recoveries in the eastern Atlantic of large yellowfin tagged in
the northwest Atlantic (5 in 1993 and 2 in 1994). The systematic recovery of transatlantic tags, since the initiation
of the Urited States tagging program for large size yeliowfin (+100 cm), was one of the main points which the
Working Group to Evaluate Atlantic Yellowfin Tuns (Tenerife, 1993) bore 1n mind whea rgjecling the hypotheses
of two independent stocks of yellowfin in the Atlantic separated at 30W. The Group developed & migration model
which includes the possible interchange between the existing fisheries on both side of the Atlantic. The Committee
considered that with the models in use, the assessment ought to be carried out based on the hypothesis of one stock
in the entire Atlantic, ’

5.a.2 An assessment of the stock was carried out using a generalized production model {PRODFIT), The
fit was carried out for the period 1969-1993 oo the tolal Atlantic catches and the abundance indices of the main
purse seine fisheries in the east Atlantic, estimated from the catches of the French and Spanish fleets, and nominal
effort, in fishing days standardized to category 5 French purse seiners, assuming a constant increase in effective
effort of 3% apnually since 1980. .

"The tnblas and figures cited in this Pangl Report refer to those in the 19%4 SCRS Report (Asuex 25), published in the "Repont for
Biennial Perind, 1004.95, Bart I (1994), Val, 2",
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5.2.3 YFT-Table 4 shows the results obtained. For.the two frials, the estimated maximum sustainable yields
(149,900 and 153,700 MT) are similar'to, and consistent with, results obtained in previous yenrs. The catches
corresponding to 1993 are very close to MSY while the level of effort wauld be slightly below the effort
corresponding to MSY (YFT-Figure 12}, .

5.a.4 It should he stressed that the stock has shown stability in recent years (1985-93) with effort being
maintained at around 40,000 fishing days, SR

5.8.5 A nos-equilibrium production model (ASPIC) was fit to the eust Atlantic surface abundance index and
the total yield of the Atlaptic, Results of the production model fits are summarized in YFT-Table 3. The total
Atlantic model estimatss that the stock is close to full exploitation and that the present fishing mortality rate is very
close 16 Fygy. The fit'of this rua is shawn in YFT-Fig. 14 The relative biomass and the trajectories of fishing-
miactality under the single-stock hypothesis are presented with approximate 80% confidence intervals YFT-Fig.
15 and YFT-Fig 16.

5.2.6 The tesults of this year's analysis are slightly more optimistic than those of last year. Nonetheless,
the stock is still estimated to be almost fully exploited.

5.a.7 The hackward VPA without calibration was applied assuming, for the last year, the fishing pattern
which cglimated the fishing mortality rates most fit to the effort series und an F value of .6 for the raference age,
coherent with the estimates of fishing mortality in previous years and with the development of effort in 1993.

5.a.8 YFT-Table 7 and YFT.Figures 17, [8, and 19 show recrnitment, total biomass, spawning biomass
and average fishing mortality, estimated by VPA. Variable recruiiment is observed as in previcus years, without
trend, and a recuperated spawning bicmass since 1985, owing to the decline in effort and the high recrutment of
the early 1980s. YFT-Figure 20 shows the fishing mortality estimated by. different methods {ASPIC;: backward
and forward VPA), where a similar development can be observed for the years.1975-88, and the three' analyses
show an increasing trend in fishing mortality since 1983, although with differences in the zbsolute values estimated,
and a clear discrepancy in the last four years between the VPA and ASPIC results,

5.2.9 YFT-Figure 24 shows the production curves as a function of fishing:mortality. and the size at first
capture of the Atlantic stock. It is noted that current fishing mortality is very close ta Fmax, whare increasing the
effort would reduce yield. On the other hand, if the size at first capture is increased, yield could increase. If the
size at first capture is referred to weight, it could be considered that if yellowfin of less than the minimum size
adopted by the Committes, of 3.2 kg, are not fished, an increase of 11% in yield per recruit would result.

5.k Skipfuck

5.0.1 Up to now, studies carried out on skipjuck stock structure in the Atlantic have not provided definitive
information to make it possible to divide the resource inta smaller units. Two management units have been
assumed: in the eastern Atlantic and in the western Atlantic, due to the absence of transatlaniic tag recoveries.

5.b.2 The last detailed skipjack assessment of the easterm Atlanlic stock was carried out in 1984 by the
Working Group on Juvenile Tropical Tunss. For these analyses, dala and parameters obiained mainly during the
International Skipjack Year Program were used. The results of this evaluution showed that the stock was under-ex-
ploited, just as the Group, and later {he SCRS, had assumed.

5.b.3 As regards parameters such as CPUE, it is advisable not to interpret their changes as an index of
skipjack stock abundance, since it can be considered an index of stock biomass, only if the catchability is
maintained constant from vear to year, Also, it should be taken into sccount that skipjack is not the main target
species of the purse seine and baitbeat fisheries. :

5.b.4 The Spanish fleet (since the last quarter of 1990) and the FIS fleet (since enrly 1991) bave started the
massive use of artificial flotsam to aggregate the schools, mainly in the equatorial erea (6°N-5°3 and 3*W-20°W).
This activity continues at present. This change in fishing strategy has not changed the size distribution of skipjack
catches (SKJ-Figures 9 and 16), but it has changed the fishing area, which has extonded towards the west and
south; following the drift of floating objects (SKJ-Figures 10, 11, and 13).
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5.b.5 In the baithoat fishery of the Azores Islands, which ia the northern limit of the skipjack fisheries, the
. fluctuation of CPUE, with no trend, is much mare marked, although in the last four years it has remained at lower
lavels thaa normal (SKJ-Figure 12). This is probably due to the influence of eavironmental chanpges, which in
other areas have had a favorable affect. Such is the case of the Madeira Islands, where after various years of
practically null catches, the fishery has again developed. Howsver, in the Canery Islands there was a notable
decline in catchas,

oo - : - : - .
5.b.6 No definitive conclusion can be reached on the state of the eastern Atlantic stock, since the important
increase in the catches could be dus to various reasons: an increese in the available biomass, an increase in fishing
mortality, an increase in catchability, changes in fishing stratepy, ste.

., 2.h.7 Skipjack catches in the western Atlantic remain stable, for the various Venezuelan fieets (although
‘standardized CPUE data are not available for the last three years) {SKJ-Figure 13) as well as for the baitboat fleet
of Brazil (SKJ-Figure 14), in which the CPUE series does not represent the biomass of the stock since it has not
been standardized. The low variability of the CPUE’s, compared with the large fluctuations that are normally found
in the catches of this species, would confirm the [ocal character of these indices.

6. Measures for the Conservation of Stocks

Sl
6.&4':! Fellawfin

. 6.a.1 The Chairman of the 3CRS noted that in 1973, the Commission, had adopted a minimum size of 3.2
kg for yellowfin, with a 15% tolerance in number of fish landed. YFT-Flg 26 shows tha percentage, in number,
of age 0 yellowfin caught during the 1975-1893 pericd, which assumes 8 minimum estimate of the pumber of
individuals caught weighing less than 1.2 kg, bearing in mind that the upper limit of age 0:fish is less than tha.t
‘weight, It is noted that during the period, the percentage of fish less than the minimum weight wag far above Lha{
estahlished by the Commissian. :

6.2.2 The coincidence of yellowfin, skipjuck und bigeye in the Tropical Species Groups has usually caused

 the proup to concentrate on yellowfin, to the detriment of the other species and it is, therefore, recommended that

.in future, the assessment of yellowfin be alternated with that of the other two species, 5o that there will be
sufﬁcwnt time av;-u]ahle to make progress towards a b&ttcr understanding of these species.

N ﬁ.a.l.S‘The SCRS Chairman referred to the otker fecommendations, concerning statistics and research, which
are set ont in the SCRS report.

6.a.4 The two production models (PRODFIT and ASPIC), to which the catch and etfort data for the east
 Atlantic were fit, show a stock status close to full exploitation, even though it offers n more optinstic view of
_the statug of the stock in relation to the last assessment, with a dacline in 1993 in the overali level of effort.
According to the ASPIC mode!, the 1993 catch would be close to MSY (147,000 MT), while the two trials cerried
out using the PRODFIT model shows that the catch is slightly below 153,700 and 149,900 MT. The 1993 effort
is very close to the effort corresponding ta MSY, accerding to the ASPIC model, and somewhat below this level
when the PRODFIT meodel is fit.

6.1.5 Despite the oceurrence of a decline in the averall level of effort, the results of the analyses carried
out show that thers i5s no reason to sxpect susteinable increases in the catches if effort were increased. Thus, the
Committee meintained the recommendation not to increase ishing mertality, or its equivalent in effort, on (IJSA)
Atlgntic yellowfin.

6.a.6 .Ragarding the yield-per-recruit analysis, the results are very similar to those of m(_:eﬁt years, and h&ﬁce
the conclusions of previous years on size at first capture continue to be valid.

6.2.7 After Dr. Suzuki’s presentation, the Chairman of the Panel asked the Panel members for comments.

"

6 2, 8 The Delegate of Japan expressed his concern over the increase in the catches of juvenile yelluwf’n a5
# result of the increase in fishing using ﬂnatmg objects in the Atlantic. This has also nceurred in the Pacific.
Furthermore, the Delegate of Japan referred to the yellawfin reguintlon currcntl} in force bnt which hes not been
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observed, and asked the SCRS Chairman how the catches of small-sized yellowfin could be reduced. He requested
the S8CRS to examine the effect of using floating objects on fishery operations in the Convention Area.

§.2.9 The SCRS Chairman pointed . out that fisheries using floating ohjects had less repercusgsions on
yellowfin than on other species, such as skipjack and higeye, althouph the problem lay in regulating one species
which is tzken as hy-catch.

6.4,10 The Delepute of Japan asked about the difference in species composition of the catches of this fishery
between school fishing and fishing operations using floating objects.

6.2.11 The 3CRS Chairman responded that he did not have the data at hand and promised to inform the
Jupanese delegate afier the meeting, He did say, however, that there was a significant change in size composition.
School fish are larger than raft fish tend to be: hence young fish mortality will increase using logfraft sets,

6.a.12 The Delegate of the United-States also expressed concern that the ICCAT Regnlation was not put
into practice. Tn addition, he wished that the varicus terms which appear in the report, such as effort, effeetive
fishing effort, etc., could be clarified and the SCRS Chairman explained the meaning of these terms. The Delegate
of the United States insisted on the need for the SCRS to form a group which would develop a glossary of
terminclogy such as "effort” "effective effort”, “recent period" and “fishing mortality”, These terms, he believed,

should be defined in macra-econamic terms.

6.2.13 The SCRS Chairman agreed with this propasal and said such a glossary would be prepared. The
delegate of the United States expressed hiy satisfaction and thanked the Chairman,

6.a.14 After these interventions, the Chairman of the Panel moved on to the next item of the Panel Agends,

6.b Skipjack
6.b.1 There are no regulations at present relating 1o skipjack.
6.5.2 The SCRS Chuirman referred to 2!l the recommeandaticns which appear in the report on research and

statistics. It is oot known if the high catches of 1951 and 1993 can be maictained, but due to the lack of conclusive
annlysis, no management measures are presented.

7. Necessary Research

7.1 The Chairman of the Panel proposed to the members that they accept the stetistical and research
recommendations as set out in the SCRS report. As there wers no objections, these recommendations were adopted.

8. Date and Place of Next Meeting

B.1 As usual, it was agreed that the pext meeting would iake place ni the sams time and place as the
Commissicn meeting. :

9. Other matters

9,1 There were 8o other matters for discussion

10. Adoption of Report

10.1 The Report of the Meeting of Panel 1 was adopted at the last session of the Panel.

11. Adjournment

11.1 The 1994 Meeting of Panel 1 was adjourned,
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Report of the Meeting of Panel 2°

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting was opened by Mr, A. Lahlou {Morucco},k Panel Chairman.

2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The Apenda was adopted with no changes and is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 17,

3. Norﬁiﬁaﬁqn of Rapporteur |

3.1 Pr. J. M. Dean (Um'teﬂ States) was daﬁignated rapporteur.

4. Revieﬁ of Panel Membership

4.1 All the Panel members, Canada, France, Japan, Republic of Kores, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and the United
States, were present.

5. Report of the Standing Commiitee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
and _
6. Measures for the conservation of stocks {Thuse two Agenda Ifems were discussed together)

5.4 Blnqﬁn Tiuna

- Bast Atlantic {including Mediterranzan)

BFTE-5.a.1 The Chairman of the SCRS, Dr. Z. Suzuki, summarized the conclusions of the Committee regarding
east Aflantic bluefin tuna. '

" BFTE-5.22 The Committes decided to carry out an assessment based on the assumption of .mlsnlated stock oo the
east, and to investipate the implications of mixing on the results, if time permitted,

BETE-5.a.3 The SCRS considered that the VPA and production models based on the zbundance indices should be
used. '

BFTE-3.a.4 For _juvenile fish, three abundance indices were used: French purse seiners in the Mediterrancan (age-
classes 2 ond 3), and Spanish baitboats {age-class 2) of the Bay of Biscay.

BETE-3.4.5 For adult fish, the Committee discussed the indices for the trap (spe-classes 7-10+) and Japanese
longline {age-classes B-10-+).

BFTE-5.a.6 The trap index represents only one trap and shawed a distinctive trend in the residuals for the VPA fits
before and after 1981, As regards the analysis of the trends of the trap index, a positive trend was observed in the 15870-93
period, while there was a negative ¢rend if the 1982-93 period is analyzed, although it shouid be noted that the associuted
standard error is large, For all these reasons, the Committes did not considar taking this index into account in the base
case apalysis.

“The tables and figures quoted In this Report refer to thase in the 1994 SCRS Report (Anaex 25), published in the "Repaorl for Biennini
Period, 1994-95, Port T (1994), Vol. 2", o '
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BFTE-5.4.7 The indices of Mediterranean purse seine for ages 2 and 3 show no trend, The two Atlantic baitboat
series show an upward trend, while the adult fish index of Jupsnese longliners show a downward trend thronghout the
serias, These indices were used for the calihration of the VPA and for the ASPM model.

BFTE-5.2.8 The nssessment model chosen was a tuned Virual Population Analysis (VPA). In general, the
assessment portrays a declining resource, except for the youngest age groups, as shown in BFTE-Figure 9. The number
of fish in the age ? through 4 gronp sazms to ba stable or increasing slightly in the 1970 through 1954 pericd. However,
the other age groups (4+, 5-9 and B+) appear to be declining markedly. In particular, the number of the age 5+ group
is estimaled o have decreased by shout 7% batween 1970 and 1993, and by about 83% between 1983 and 1993.

BFTE-5.2.9 Several results are evident from BFTE-Figureés 13, 14 and BFTE-Table 10: {1} The potential gains
in yield per recruit are somewhat lower if the retrospective adjustmeat is applied. (3} Bven with the adjustment, large
increases in yield per recruit and total yield from exch vobort are to be expected from reducing the overall F or the F of
the smallest fish.

BFTE-5.0.10 If future recrnitment remains at recent levels, current yields (27,000 MT or more per year) sre
probably not sustainable unless the rate of fishing mortality is reduced markedly. Even in that case, a period of lower
yields would occur before the expected increase m yield could be achieved.

BFTE-§.a.11 The First ICCAT recommendations concerning the east Atlantic hluefin mna stock entered inte force
in August, 1975. There is a recommendation aimed at limiting fishing mortality of bluefin tuna in the entire Atlantic and
the Mediterranean, If this is interpreted as a limit on caiches, the efficiency of the recommendation ¢ould be ¢onsiderad
by studying the catch trends after that time as compared to the previous periad. The reference year is cansidered to be
1975. From 1982 onwards, landings have beea aimost always higher (han the 1975 level (20,500 MT).

BFTE-5.a.12 The second regulation prohibits the catching and landing of bluefin tuna weighing less than 6.4 kgs
in the entire Atlantic, with a tolerance level of 15% (in number) for by-catches. BFTE-Tabie 11 and BFFE-Figure 15
show the estimated number and percentage of fish under 6.4 kg in the total catch of the Mediterransan and east Atlantic
for the period 1971 through 1993, A part of the vanability cbserved in BFTE-Tabie 11 could be due to the gaps in
sampling, as well 13 to changes in the fisheries. Following the entry into force of this regulation, the percentage of fish
less than 6.4 kg in the cateh is still high in the east Atiantic and in the Mediterranean, with sbout 47% and 36%,
respectively, for the 1972-1993 period.

BFTE-5.2.13 Another recommendation entered into force on June 1,.1994, which prohihits fishing by large pelagic
longliners grenter that 24 m in length in the Meditersanean during the months of June and July. This regulation is aimed
at limiting fishing mortality. However, many large longliners were seen fishing bluefin tunat in the Mediterranean during
this period in 1994.

BFTE-5.a.14 The Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Working Group on Stoeks of Larpe Pelagic Fighes in the Mediterranean
Sea (Fuengirola, Spain, September 1994), held concurrently with the ICCAT SCRS East Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Stock
Assessment Session, formulated recommendations concerning future meetings to be held. The main objectives of these
meetings are to collect the maximum amount of data on the national fisheries from the coastal Mediterranean ¢ountries
and to encourage the participation of scientists from these countries in the [CCAT stock assessments. These countries are
requested to submit their information according to the ICCAT format for statistical data.

BFTE-5.a.15 The progress attained in the kmowledge of the stock structure, feeding and spawning migration is still
insufficient. The Committee noted the on-going studies in many research areas. (prowth, fecundily, genetics, egg and larval
surveys). These research items ars being studied within the ICCAT Bluefin Year Progran: (BYP) or in other international
research programs financed by, the European Union (EU).

BFTE-5.a.16 The SCRS noted that in 1974 it was racommended that moriality on biuefin tune in the entire Atlantic
and Mediterrenean be. limited to recent levels. This recommendation came into force in 1975, Based on estimated F levels
for youngest and cldest fishes, it is apparent that this recommendation has not besn followed, and estimates of current
fishing martality are considerably higher than this level (sez BFTE-Figure 1{}), though this result is heavily dependent
on the use of a large-Ash index that shows a declining trend throughout the years. The yield-per-recruit analysis shows
that substantial gains in terms of yield per recruit, catch and biomass gould be obtained by reducing the overall fishing
mortality rate. The Committee recommended that effosts be made to reduce the current level of fishing mortality.
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. BFTE-5.a.17 The Delegate of Canada complimented the presentation and the work of the Committee and posed
several questions to the SCRS Chairmun. He pointed out that the SCRS Report states that the quality of the data are, in
peneral, very low and that in assessing the stock of a species targeted by diverse fisheries, it is essential that the ICCAT
Contracting Parties as well as the non-Contracting Parties fishing this species submit their catch and effort and size
composition data in the most detailed time/area breakdown as possible.

. BFTE-5.a.1% The Delegate of Canada noted that there were also tables in the SCRS Report referring to uncertainty
in the data and a reference to uncertainty in the catch at size of Contracting Parties and non-Contracting Parties. ‘The
specific question is: What can the Commission do to improve the quahty of data for the sast Atlantic, and particularly in
the Mediterranean, to reduce uncertainty? . : .

BFTE-5.4.19 The SCRS Chairman résﬁgnded that, in .gener;ll, uucert-aint._'y in caich-at-age infnru.mtion- is more
problematic with regard to nan-Contracting Parties than to Memher Countries. Conducting joint meetings, such as those
held with the GFCM in recent years, has proven effective.

BETE-5.a.20 The United States Delegation expressed its thanks to the Chairman, the Commuittee and those involved
in the stock assessment work and indicated that it was evident that the scientists’ message to the Commission was clear:
that there are problems with the eastern bluefin stock as fishing s greatly in excess of replacement yield by 25%.
BETE-5.a.2] The United States noted that during the Panel 1 discussions it had called attention to the problem of
confusing and inconsistent terminology in ICCAT recommendations that resulted in inconsistencies in implementing those -
recommendations and conflict in subsaguent Commission meetings. The U.5. further stated that prewousiy it bad called
specific atiention to problems with implementiog ICCAT's management measures for Bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean.

BFTE-5.0.22 The U.S. Delepate further stated that spawning stock biomass has decreased while catches have
increased, concluding that the Commission should return to the 1974 recommendations, and shauld focus on the problems
highlighted by the concfusions of the SCRS. He wondered how JCCAT could eorrect the situation and how it should
proceed with the implementation of the necessary solutivns. : . )

BFTE-5.2.23 The Delegate of the United States further noted that Ashing effort could be restrained by compliance
with minimum size and prohibiting the sale of age 0 fish, ax the SCRS recommended. He pointed out that the reported
catch in the east Atlantic and Mediterranean in 1974 was abont 19,000 MT and that in 1993 it had increased to about
28,000 MT, while the spawning stock biomass had fallen.

BFTE-5.e.24 The U.S. Delegate saiﬂ that it is difficult to implement qubtas without saerifice, but that enforced
minimum size and quota restrictions have yielded results in the west Atlantic. He urged the delepates ta use this mesting
to move towards new conservatipn measures. .

BFTE—S.A.QS The Delegate of France agreed on the whole with these comments, but was not ag pessimistic. He
concurred that minimum size and the prohibition of sale of age O fish seemed reasonable.

BFTE-5.2.26 The Delegate of Spain remarked that his country was interested in correctly managing and copserving
the stock. He stated that the problems of management of west hluefin and east bluefin were sufficiently different as to
require different approaches. Those applied to the west are obviously yielding results, but he pointed out that care should
be taken when shifting conservation mechanisms, as custom-made measures, for each stock and fishery are reqmrcd

BFETE-5.4.27 In answer to a question posad by thE« Dalegate. of Spaiz concerning conservahon measures, the SCRS
Chairman stated that the measures recommended hy the SCRS were clearly noted in the manapement section (BFT-4E.c)
of the 1594 SCRS Report. "The yield per recruit analysis shows that substantial gains in terms of yield per recruit, catch
and hiomass could be ohtained by reducing the overall ﬁs]:ung mortalily rate. The Commjttae recommended that efforts
be made to reduce the current level of fishing mortality.”

BFTE-5.8.28 The Delegate of France emphasized the need for c]anﬁcahnn of tha rﬂles of non- Contractmg Parties.
Local fishermen would not accept the measures adopled if other fleets can move into the ﬁshery He suggasted that it was
very important that talks with non-Contracting Parties be held, in order to encourage them to join ICCAT. He emphasized
that the implementation of national regulations was difficult when these are not implemented by non-Contracting Parties.
He informed the Panel that no additional licenses for fishing bluefin had been issued this year by France, but that local
fisherman were very resentfil,
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. BFTE-5.4.29 The United States Delegate concurred with-the stated problems of non-Contracting Parties functioning
in en unregulated fashion, He suggested thres steps to be taken by the Commission: (1) Encourage countries to ratify the
Pars Protocol, thereby allowing the EU to become m member, which would represent many current non-Contracting
Parties which are members of EU; {2} Bocourage the concept of vuluntar}r participation in ICCAT conservation progmms
by non-Contracting Parties; and (3) Utilizs trade measures,

BFTE-5.2.30 The 1.5, Delegate further stated that there have been significanl increases in effort and landings, nat
enly by the non-Contracting Parties but also hy the Contracting Parties. He stressed that the SCRS recammendation must
be supported, and that the Commission also refer to the 1974 recommendation.

BFTE-5.2.31 The Delegate of Japan emphasized the need for leadership by Spain and Francs in implementing these
regulations, as the major fishing nations for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna, and concurred with the Delegates of France and
the'U.§: in supporting the recammendation of the SCRS, The Delegate of Japan reminded the Pane] that those Contracting
Parties fishing west Atlantic bluefin una had been working hard to respond to the issues raised by Sweden in 1992 and
the eoncerns of CITES. If no action is teken for east bluefin tuna, the same experience with CITES could he expected.

BFTE-5.a.32 The Delepate of Spain fully supported the statemeni made by the Delegats of France and agreed with
the 1.8, approach. He noted that in the Mediterranean, non-Contracting Parties were very active, while the Spanish catch
represented only 6-8% of the total bluefin catches. He asked that the Commission try to show strength and uct firmly
regrading the adoption of the trade resolution.

BFTE-S.a.33 The Chairman noted that ICCAT was seriously concerned about non-Contracting Parties and needed
to take action, and that the Panel could utilize the framework of other Commission activities. Also it was noted that the
problem of the non-Contracting Parties had been discussed under various Apenda [tems of the Cymmissicn and a
Resolution was being drafted. Therefore, the Panel decided to reiterate the Commission Resolution on this subjact

BFTE 5.8.34 The Pancl supported the SCRS recommendstions under section BFTE dc (Management
Recommendations) of the 1994 SCRS Report concerning castem bluefin tuna and recommended them to the Commission
for adoption, -

BFTE-5.2.35 The Delegate of the United States asked about tha SCRS recommendation relative: to the return of eatch
levels to thase of 1974, as cited in the SCRS Report and requested the SCRS to recommend how to proceed.

BFTE-5.2.36 The SCRS Chairman conciuded that for. eastern biuefin tuna, current fishing mortality should he
reduced if a further decline in the stocks was to be haited. :

BFTE-5.2.37 The United States Delegate asked for quantitative guidance.

RFTE-5.a.38 The Delegate of Spain also pointed out that the word “try” in "try to reduce” did not fix the actusl
lavel.

RFTE-5.2.39 The Delegate of France expressed concem about recommendations and mechanisms for
implementation, :

BETE-5.4.40 The Cheirman asked if the Panel could supply a qunnnﬁcauon measure to reduce fishing mortahty on
east Aflantic bluefin tuna.

BFTE-S.a.41 The United States Delepation considered quantification essentisl hecause.of the documented chanpges
in the fishery,-specifically the landings of 27,000 MT for 1993 and the estimated replacement yield of 20,000 MT. The
U.S.-Delepation felt that this suggested a serious crisis in the future, similar {o that which the swordhsh stock: was
suffering. While. recognizing the social, political and economic problems, the U.8. Delegation required clesr advice from
the SCRS on the necessary reduction in landings, suggesting a reduction of 7,000 MT.

BFTE-5.2.42 Dr. Suzuki discussed the difficulty in developing such an estimate and stated that a substantial
reduction.in. ﬁs.hmg mortallty should be ackieved, to atem the decline and move as close as possible towards the level
20,000 MT, : :

BFTE-5.a.43 Ths United States Delepate asked whether 20,000 MT would only yield stabilization, or also recovery.

He indicatad-the 1.8. had held discnssions with major fishing parties in the sast and reslized that immediate reductions
would create severe social and economic problems. The U. 5, Delegation tabled a Draft Praposal which recommended a
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reducticn in fishing effort, a time frame for implementation of reductions in fishing effort on eastern blvefin, eempliance

with minimum size and I;dk.mg measures-to reduce the catch of age O fish, This pIan would phase in stabilization and
ECCavery, . . o . . e :

BFTE-5.a.44 The Delegates of Spain and France reiterated their concemn for complisnce by nop-Contracting Parties,
mpeciall}' in the Mediterromean, where most of the catch is taken.

BFTE—S a.45 The Uni li.‘:d States Delegate ghared that concern and called for the cnuperatmn af thuse countries fishing
BHE l{.m bluefin. . . .

BFTE-5.2.46 The Delegats of Spain suggssted that it was important to wark in a cooperative &fficient manner to
adopt the measure proposed by the United States. He noted it was imperative that the report reflect the opinions of all
concernerd. The decisions of the Commission should be conveyed to the non-Contracting Partics, ard the measures taken
hy JICCAT topether with the consequences of their implementation. He added that the lack. of attention of the non-
Contracting Parties ta the ohjectives of ICCAT was counter to the conservation objectives,

: BFTE-5.a.47 The United Siates Delegation agreed with the points just raised by the Spanish Delegation.

- BFTE-5.8.48 The Delsgate of Canada spoke in favor of the U.8. initiative and expressed Cannda’s high degree of
interest in what ook place in the eastern Atlantic. He strongly supporied the proposal and encouraged athers to do the
SAME.

BFTE 5.a.49 Tha Delegate of France supported the comments on the role of non- Contractmg Parties, and Expressed
some technical concerns that required his seeing the Freach translation of the proposal. - - -

BFTE-j.a. 50 The Delegate of JTapan also requested that the text include specific Iangunge ahout non- Contractmg
Pames nnd cooperation with the GFCM.

BFTE-—S a.51 The remarks were graciously nccepted by Spain and the 11.8. accepted the modlﬁcatlons

- BFTE-5.1.52 The Chairman suggested that the modified fext be submitted for translotion and be considered upon
its distribution, together with the allocation of quotas for western bluefin tuna. . . - .

- ‘BFTE-5.8.53: The revised proposal was distributed and available for discussion. The U.8, Delegation supprested some
lypographxcdi changes which were acceptable to the Panel. . . : .

BFTE-5.a.54 The Panel racommended the Commission's adoption of the Recommendation for the Managemeant of
Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Eastern Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea {attached as Annex 18).

West Atlantic

BETW-5.2.1 The SCRS Chairmsn summmsrized the conclusions of the Committee regarding bluefin tuna in the west
Atiantic,

BFTW-5.5.2 The resutts of the stock assessment generslly show trends similar to those of previons assessments:
Recruitment was penerally higher from 1970 to 1976 than it has been sinee, althongh there is un indication of slightly
increasing average recraitment in the 1980s, Apes 2 to 3 abundance reached a low in 1982, but it has increased thereafter,
although the 1993 and 1994 velues are lower than in previous years. This decrease is influenced by.the assumption made
about the strength of the 1890-93 year-class. The abundance of Age 6-7 fish increased steadily since 1383, and it has been
ghave the 1970 to 1994 average since 1992, while the abundance of ages B+ declined steaf.ﬁly until 1993, with a shght
increase in 1964, _ o .

- BFTW-5.8.3 The resuits of yield per recruit and spawning biomuss per recruit are piven in BFTW-Figure Ba, b
end BFFW-Table 8 of the 1994 SCRS Report. Current fishing mortality is also larger than Fy; but approximately equal
to F_,, ., while reductions in current F would not lead to gains in yield per recruit (YPR), substantial gains in spawner per
recruit (SFR) could accrue,

BFTW-5.a.4 Thescenarios under which the projections were made were: (i) na eatch for the yesrs 1995-2003; {11)
1,200 MT for 1995-3003; (iit) 1,995 MT for 1995-2003; (iv) 2,660 MT for 1995-2003 and (v) a-constant fishing mortality
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rate of F=0.14 (the same A5 the assumed natural martality rate} for the years 1995-2003. Al] soenarias assumed that the
vatch in 1994 will be 1,985MT. :

BFTW-3.a.5 A rcgulatmﬁbru]:ﬁbmng the catching and landing of bluefin tuna less than 6.4 kg for the entire Atlantic
came into effect in August, 1575; an exemptmn allowed mmdent&l catches of 15% (by number).

BFTW-3.a.6 The catch [imit far 1992-93 was reducad fo an avemge 3,304 MT for esch of the two years.
Preliminary estimates of the cutch u:l 1993 ara 2,310 MT,

BFTW-5.a,7 A third regulatidh for the west Atlantic Iimitéd catches of bluefin tuna of less that 120 cm fork length
(FL) to no more than 15% of the catch (by weight) after 1983, The overnll catch of such fish in the total is estimated to
have been 5% i 1992 and 6% in 1993,

BFTW-5.a.8 As indicated earlier, alternate agsnmptions about the error structure in CPUE standardization or
exclusion of passible outliers would result in lower estimates of the year-classes sinee 1981, The ralative merits of various
error structures in CPUE standardization, as well as the implications of mixing, will be investigated further during 1993.
1t would therefore be advisable to be cuulious while awaiting these results as well as those of the 1995 dssessment, should
one be cenducted. In addition, déspite the positive signs estimated in the current assessment, the 84 biomass remains close
to the lowest levels observed while the éstimated ﬁsl‘ung mortality is higher than F, ;.and close to F_... BFTW-Table 10 -
describes the results of various ccmqtant catch ‘scenarios for 1995 to 2003.

BFTW-5.2.9 The SCRS concluded, on-the basis of the 1994 stock assessment, - that it is not neceqsary to reduce
catches to 1,200 MT in 1995, s ; T

BFTW-5.5.10 The Committee belisved that the highest priority should be given to resolving importunt questions
concerning mixing rates, population structure and the management of bluefin tuna. The goal is.to have the capability to
assign unknown individuals to théir ‘geographical origin with known probability. Carefully designed and sxecuted field
and laboratory studies aimed at corntrasting micra-elemental structure of hard parts as well as rigorous morphometric
analyses of hard parts andfor pendtic markers taken from geographically isclated samples at ages which preclude prior
mixing curreutly hold the most prnrmse The.sa studies should be designed to quantify both spatial and temparsl variahility.

BFTW-5,a.11 Alternative érror distributions and weighting schemes for CPUEs and mode! fitting in the calibration
of VPA should be further explored. Sensitivify analyses of alternate methods for standardmmg CPUEs nead to be evaluated
with simulated data of kmown chmctanstlts

BFTW-5.4.12 The efficient and coprdinated defivery of thess recommendations related to statistics and research will
prebably only aceur if a truly international larpe-scale program with a specific budget is implemented. The Bluefin Year
Pragram should be planned thematically, seographicelly and temporally and it should be realized efficiently. To be
efficient, such a program should be conrdinated by 8 member of the JCCAT staff recruited to that effect. The SCRS asked
the Commission’s opinion on the opportunity of programming and budgeting such an ambitious progrm. A detailed
program, including budgeting, could he prepared at an inter-sessional BYP meeting if the Commission wishes the SCRS3
to do so, Hence, gast and west bluefin tuna stock assessments must be conducted. Jnmtly Such Atlantm bluefin stock
assessments should be held during an inter-sessional meeting. Lo

BFTW-3.2.13 The Delegate of Japan asked the SCRS Chairman for the estimate of t_hr;_:repiﬂcéme_nt stack for this
year, : :

N
] Liw

BFTW-5.4.14 The SCRS Chairman, Dr. Suzldi, citing BFTW-Figure 10b of the SCRS Report, stated that although
not directly cajculated, thers are several trajectories with several possibilities for 0-2,600 MT for the scientific monitoring
quots, Therefore the replacement yle,ld could be about 2,660 MT. However, ke noted that ke had repeatedly and explicitly
stated that there were many uncertainties with seversl kay parameters, e.g. different error structures for-calculating CPUE .
and the removal of points of error, which can affect the results significantly. He suggested that the Commission not select
specific observation data directly, although they could be techmcally correct and that the mterpretatmn of the. sesults
should be made with the ntmost caution.

+
) -

BFTW-5.4.15 Tn responding to the inquiry made by the Chairman n-f the Panel, the SCRS Chairmés referred the
Panel to- Sectmu BFTW-dc (Management Recommendations), of the 1994 SCRS Report.

BFTW-3.a.16 The Delegate. of Canada asked for clarification from Dr. Snzuki on whether the management optlons
by the SCRS could be more precise concerning its recommendations, b.e. bearing in mind the 1993 objective of rebuilding
the west hluefin stock, the option which the SCRS was emphasizing.
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BFTW-5.a.17 Dir. Suzuki responded that the range of options is presented in BFTW-Table 10 of the 1994 RCRS
Report with the maximom of 2,200 MT. This represents the mazimum and skould be interpreted with upper and lawer
confidence lirnits, He expressed the concern of the Committes that they would not feel comforiable with the higher caich
fimit, end asserted that the SCRS would feel mare positive abaut a 2,000 MT limit.

BFTW-5.a,18 The Delegate of Jupan noted that the replacement yield was calculated at 2,660 MT, and last yvear's
recommendation of 1,200 MT was hased on the replacement vield. He asked why the SCRS only preseated 1,200-2,200
MT as possibilities. He also understood that the target of rebuilding the stock, i.e. the spawning stocks will be increased
by 20% could be reached by 1998 with this replacement yield, and asked why the limit of 2,000 MT was emphasized,

PSS

-BFTW-5.4.19 Thes SCRS Chairman stated that his Committes's view was to adopt a lower level as a precautionary
appraach,

. BFTW-5.4.20 Responding to the question by the U.S. Delegate as to the possibitity of taking the option of 2,200
MT, Dr. Sumki commented that this could be one of the options.

BFTW—S.a.ZI The Delegatz of Canada extended his thanks to the SCRS scientists for their efforts and their
responses to- the request for the new assessment. Canada, be continued, had always recognized the mixing of the stocks,
the potential impact of the mixing and the implications on management. The Delepate of Canadn emphasized the need for
the eredibility of ICCAT. Canada expressed its concern over increases in fishing mortality in the east and noted that .
conservation meastres in the west have been offective. He reiterated the SCRS recommendation to exercise caution and
the need for better data and more basic research and stated that his conntry is interested in management measures that
would insure the health of bath the east and west biuefin tuna fisheries. The statement by the Canadian delegation is
sitached as Appendix 2 to Annex 17,

BFTW:5.a.22 The U.S. Delegate joined the Canadian delegation in their remarks and made the following points.
The United States accepted its share of the blame for the international failure to manage.hluefin tuna in the western
Atlantic during the early vears of ICCAT. The U.S. and the other countries fishinp in the western Atlantic did not proceed.;
with cantion amd allowed the stack ta become dangerously deploted, as @ result of aver-fishing, especially of small fish.
This resulted in the imposibion of stringent quolas cn the nations fishing in the western Atlantic. The 1.5, fishermen have
paid the price. However, he continued, as a result of these quotas and the sacrifices of the fisherman, the decline has
halted and there may be the first signs of a recovery. In 1993, ICCAT decided that the scientific monitoring level for the
western Atlantic bluefin should again be reduced in-1995, this time by 40%, unless the SCRS provided information which
would indieate otherwise. Based on the results of an independent peer review condueted by the 1J,8, Nationul Academy
of Science (NAS), the United States requested the SCES to consider the assessment of western Atlantic bluefin tuns apain
this year... . .

BFTW-5.2.23 The U,8. Delegate expressed his gratitude for the extraordinary eftort of the SCRS, which bad
convened-d special meeting of the west Atlantic bluefin stock assessment group in order to sccommodate the request. The
United States was pleased to see that the new assessment was much more optimistic and that the SCRS bad.stated that the
scheduled 1993 reduction in the western Atlantic quota is ot necessary. Therefore, ke concluded, a quota level for the
western Atlantic hased on this pew scigntifie evidence should be sought. [n 1993, ICCAT agreed to a recovery schedule
of 50% over the current spawning stock biomass by the year 2008. The 1994 SCRS Report indicated that the possibility
now existed to make rapid progress towards this goal, sven with a modest increase in catch. But the SCRS indicated that
ag increase in the quotas frem the 1994 level should be approached with caution, and the U.8. took this warning seriously.

BFTW-5.2.24 The Delegate of Spain falt that there were reasons to be sptimistic because the measures in the west
had had a demonstrated effect, and recognized that the U.S. had been frank about over-fishing in the past. His country"
was concerned about the opinions and stances taken on the mixing of the two stocks, east and west, because his country®s
view is that fishing effort for blusfin in the east has been fairly constant, with the exception of the Mediterranean, and
that was caused by non-Contracting Party activities. Common sense, he felt, showed that east bluefin did not face the same
risks as lhe western stock. He felt that mixing rates wers very unclear. He questioned the assumptions on which the
mixiog tates were calculated and how they could be used to increase or establish quotas.

BFTW-5.2.25 The Pane! Chairman stated that his understanding was that ICCAT’ bad assumed fwe stacks which

were {o be treated separately The Panel hed conmderm:l east bluefin tuna earlier and was now coumdermg Just west blueﬁn
tuna, '
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BFTW-5.4.26 The United States Delagate commetited that the mixing rate had been discussed in the past hut without
quantification. The Report of the National Academy of Science (NAS) report cancluded that mixing was at a high encugh
rate to be considered, while the 1894 SCRS assessment discussed the problem of mixing hut did oot includs the assessment
results with a fixed rate of mixing. Therefors, mixing is not a direct consideration in the analysis for the quata
deliberations. The NAS did concluds that there were two appropriate management units and management cauld continue
on that basis, but that mixing should be a part of future stock assessments.

BFTW-5.0.27 The French Delegation supported the statements made by the Delegates of Spain and the Unitegd
States. ' :

BFTW-5,4.28 The Delegate of Cenada made .'apuciﬁc reference to the question of the level of mixiog. He noted that
there had always been an understanding that some mixing does occur, but that it was not necessarily the case that what
happened on cne side of the ocean had an impact an the other side. =

BFTW-5.a4.29 The Delepate of Japan expressed his continuing belief that only one stock existed and pointed out that
this had been discussed at the 1883, 1984 and 1985 meetings and that the SCRE recognized that there bad been some
mixing. The Delegate of Japan also noted that the size of the east stock is 20-30 times larger than the west stock; hence,
it was possible to have an hypothesis that the west stack is a sub-stock of a single Atlantic stock and that the NAS Report
endorsed that. He felt however thot further study was necessury since quantification of mixing would take time.

BFTW-5,2.30 The Detegate of Tapan again questioned the SCRS estimate of replacement yield which was 1,200 MT
in 1993 and was now mose than double. e indicated that the Pune] could accept a catch level of 2,200 MT, which was
the highest scenario put forward in the 1994 SCRS Report. The SCRS Report clearly showed that the basis for Japan's
unfairly large reduction in its scientific menitoring quota in 1594 was no longer valid for 1585, He pointed cut that Japan
had acceded to the reduction in 1994 to maintain the inteprity of ICCAT by setting a catch limit below 1,200 MT'
responding to the scientific recommendation, while other members shows their inflexihility. If Japan had not been flexible,
ICCAT would have to be considered an irresponsible manager of the fishery. Japanese fishermen were forced to make
sacrifices that others were not willing to accept, He stated that now such a reduction was not necessary and in a spinit of
coaperation, other countries now should assist the fishermen of Japan. Japsn recommended a seientific monitoring level
of 2,200 MT, which was lower than the 2,660 MT rﬂp]ucamant yield, and insisted that Japan's national allocation share
retum to those levels prior to 1893, as was agread in 1993 and Japzo expected this ngraement to be honored. The
statement by Japan is attached as Appendix 3 to Annex 17.

BFTW-5.8.31 The Delegate of Spain stated that there was no question of mixing and that this could not be
extrapolated to use reflected measuyes and assumptions, with specific reference to Appendix 1 of the BFTW Section of
the 1994 SCRS Report. In point 3 of the aforementioned Appendix concerning tagging data, a 2% westward and a 1%
eastward smigration of bluefin tuna is discussed, The SCRS made & similar point in its response. The Delegate of Spaia
believed that the separation was sufﬁment to warrant separate manapement umits. '

BFTW-5,2.32 The Chairman reiterated a series of remasks and proposals om conservation, mapagement and
recommendations put forth by the Panel. Such coacerns, he noted, had emerged in the past and the ideas expressed would
not be possible to resolve in the current debate. '

BFTW-5.2.33 Tn view of the teferences in the discussions on western bluefin tuna to fishing effort relating to eastern
bluefin tuna, Dr. Suzuki distributed a draft table showing the trend of the eastern bluefin catch by Contracting and non-
Contracting Parties, including the Mediterranzan, to compare the catches in the eust Atlantic and the Mediterranean areas,”
between 1971 and 1975 and those for the period 1978 to 1593, '

RFTW-5.0.34 The Delapate of the United States made several specific comments regarding the quota for westemn
bluefin.

1. Concerning the timing of these development, the U.S. considered it premature to came to & conclusion and
suggested there be informal discussion that could yield results rather than the continuation of this formal
discussion.

-

There was no recommendation by the SCRS for "2,000" MT and it was clear it was not necsssary to reduce
the levels to 1.200 MT. He suggested that 2,200 MT was one option.
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. 3. Specifically addressing Japan's concerns, the United States Dealagate agreed that Tapan had made a sacrifice and
_that the U.S. respected and honared the commitment that Japan made for 1994 with the reduction in quots.
'Howe.ve.r, the 1.5. also noted another element which affected that decision, i.e. the developing fisheries in the

central north Atlantic at that time, and the decision taken by the Commission tc eliminale growth and Limit the.
catches to 1,300 MT per two-years period. Since there was 2o other fishing nation harvesting bivefin in thnt
area, Japan would get this quota in the central Atlantic,

. BFTW-5.a.35 The Chairman confirmed that the SCRS had recommended not to reduce the limit to 1,200 MT, but
had suggested cther possibilities including that of 2,200 MT, and those issues should be explored further in mformal
discussions,

_ BFTW-5.a.36 The Delegate of J apan wished to clarify his country’s position concerning the eastern central Atlant;c
and establish that there was no relationship between the east and west for manageraent, e stated that east bluuﬁn turm
and west bluefin tuna should be managed separately. He indicated that Japan had accepted the compromise although there
was 0o scientific reason to set 2 limit in this area. He anticipated that Japanese catch data in thix area waonld provide useful
information to help make migration and mixing of bluefin tuna clearer.

RFTW-5. a.37 The Spanish delepation indicated that the bluefin tuna quota in the central north Atlantic gran.ted ko
Japan finalized i in 1995 and tecatled that Spain had only agreed not to fish in that area during the 1894-1995 period, such
as is included in the Resolution itself. Thus, it will be at the next meeting where this matier will be settled and perhaps
it can be determined if this stock is part of the eastern stock or the western stock, both of which are regulated, and
whether or not there is a scientific basis for establisking a Hmit on fishing in this arca.

BFTW-S 2.8 The Panel Chairman usked if there was an agreement on the allucannn of the sc1entlﬁc momtunng
quota on western bluefin tuna accnrdmb to the SCRS aptions.

BFTW 5.2.39 Tbe U.S. Dalegate respnuded that the pertinent pames hed besn successful in reachmg an agreement
on the management measures to be taken in 1955 and 19%6. He presented the draft recommendation for the managernent
of west Atlantic bluefin funa for 1995-1996. He asked whether Canada aad Japan were in apreement as to the division
of the quota.

BFTW 3.0.40 The Delegate of Canada confirmed his country’s agreement with the Recommendation and the
Japanese Delegation concurred. '

BFTW-5.2.41 The Pariel agreed to recommend these measuzes to the"Cnnunissinn for 'dddption (Annex 19)‘

BFTW-5.2,42 The Spambh Delegntion cnngratu?ated the parties on their tri-lateral &greement of 2,20{] MT aru:l
expresse.d concern over the [ack of the translated text. Notwithstanding that, it wag pointed out that 2,2(]0 MT is the
maximum scientific ¢uota and although reassessment had provided the increased valus, it was necessary to examine future
levels closaly in order to achieve ICCAT’s conservation objectives.

'BFTW-5..43 The Chairman agreed that the Pansl would wait for the French and Spanish transldtions before tiking
any final action in relation to this item. ' - '

"BFTW- 5 .44 Regarding Annex 19, the Spamish Delepation called attention to points 1a and 10 of the
Recommendation. They were particularly concerned that the SCRS should be required to do anather western blusfin tuna
assessment in 1995, as stated in point 1a, Their congemn was focused on the staff work load and resources a.nd that wehtern
bluefin tuna assessments would in the future be scheduled on annual rather oo than biagnual basis,

'BFTW-5.2.45 The Jepanese Delegation expressed general satisfaction with the agreement (Annex 19) and thanked
Canada and the United States for their coaperation. The Tapanese Delegate was not particularly pleased with points 1 and
% of this Recommendation. He indicated that this type of sharing of the scientific monitoring quota may improperly imply
that Japan was being penalized in some way. He stressed that Japan had done more in the 1994 fishing year for the
conservation of western Atlantic bluefin tune than any of the three fishing nations. He added that {n 1995 and 1906, Tapan
would again be taking the biggest steps toward conservation and sagajn their fishermen would he shouldering the greatest
burden, The statement by Japan is attached es Appendix 4 to Annex 17.

BETW-5.a.46 The U.§. Delegation concurred with the uoderstanding that the aext west Atlantic bluefin tuna
ussessment would take place in 1986,
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BFTW-5.0.47 After a lengthy discussion of the semantics of the use of the term "nationals” in parapraph Ia of the
west Atlantic bluefin Recommendation, there was concurrence with the use of the term "vessels”, rether than "nationals”.
That change was accepted by all parties. The final text of the Recommendation for the: Management of Bivefin Tuna in
the Western Atlantic Qcean, which the Panel recommended for adoption, is attached as Annex 19.

5.b Albecore (North)
ALR-3.b.1 The SCRS Chairman summurized the conclusions of the SCRS regarding northern albacors.

ALB-5.b.2 The SCRS Chairman noted that the analyses carried out on north Atlantic longline indicated that the state
of the stock showed a steble trend, with fluctuations, between 1968 and 1989, followed by a declme hetween 1990 and
1993, o -

A1B-5.6.9 Dr. Suzuki informed the Panel that the status of the northern stock was inves’:igated using the ADAPT
methodolopy for sequential populetion analyses. The bass case VPA results with equal weighting for all indi¢es included
in the snalysis are given in ALB-Table 6 and summarized in ALB-Figure 13. The estimated recrnitment trend suggests
somewhat higher recruitment levels in the 1970s than during the last decade, and the abundance of fish caught mainly by
the surface and longline fisheries (ages 2-3 and 5+, respectively) appear to be about 25 %-30% lower than in the 1970s.
However, this is difficult to uscertain precisely because of verishility in recruitment estimates for recent years. Fishing
martality on young albacore appears to have decreased in recent years after an increass in the late 1980s. Fishing mortality
of adults (ages 5+) declined sharply after a peak in 1986 and is estimated to have heen increasing agam in recent years.

ALB-3.b.4 The SCRS Chairman referred the Pane! to ALB-Figure 15 which shows the reau]tmg, curve nt the yield-
per-recruit modeling, and which indicates that the northern albacore stock is near full exploitation,

. ALB-5.b.5 Dr. Suznuki indicated that updated analyses using the standazd ASPM 'mode fitted to the: Spanish troll,
the French troll, Japanese and Taiwanese longlive indices also provided highly imprecise estimates of MSY (point estimate
of 55,700 MT). However, the indication of a desling in the ape 5+ biomass since 1975 was more precisely determined.

ALB-5.b.6 The SCRS Chairman noted that the Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Final Albacore
Meeting (Sukarietta, Spain, June 1994} (SCRS/94/16) and alsc poted, with pleasure, that most of the short-term
recommendations have been fulfilled. Conseqneﬁtly; the Committes’s: assessment 15 that the northern albactyre stock is
probubly not over-exploited, but that the stock appears to be close to full exploitation. the Committes recommended that
fishing mortality not be allowed to increase from its current level.

ALB-5.1.7 The Spunish Delegation referred to specific questions that had been communicated to the SCRS Chaioman
for distribution to the Committee in a letier dated October 31, 1994, and asked for clarification of the answers to these
gquestions, which did not appear in the Report.

ALB-5.b.8 In responss to the first of these questions, the SCRS Chairman referred to the section of the SCRS
Report, where nominal effort of drift pill nets is discugsed, with speeific reference to the French and Irish fisheries. -

ALB-5.b.9 The Delegate of Spain stated that his country had interpreted this to mean that most vessels are using
nats longer than 5 km and therefore this signitied an inerease of 136% in effort from 1981 to 1993, and he asked the
Charirman to confirm this.

ALB-5.1.10 The SCRE Chzurman agreed that this was the case, and pointed out that the 5 lom figure was used as
a standardized value. .

.

ALB-5,b.11 The Delegate of Spain explored the difference in actual value and values used in the Repaort which the
Chairman explained were approximations because exact data were lacking in some cases.

ALB-5.b.12 The Spanish Delagation explained that it was posing these questions in order to gain an understanding
of the impact of this gear on the fishery. He cited Annex 5 of the 1993 Commission Proceedings and discussed the change
in the nature of the fishery. The Spanish Delegate folt that more analysis was necassary and that this was not a satisfactory
assessment,

ALB-5.b.13 The Delegate of France explained the difficulty in getting the necessary data and briefly outlined his
country’s perception of the fishery.
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ALB-3.b.14 The Delegate af Spain presented a thorough and detailed critique of the transformation in the fishery
and the impact of drift gill pets. This is included as Attachment 4 to the Proceedings of the Fourth Plenary Session.

ALB-5.b.15 The Dele.gate of Spam con.cluded that the best action would be to immediateij; ben drift gill nets as the
fishery would not be sustainahle if this gear continued {o be used.

ALB-5.b.16 The Delegate of France did not share ihe view expressed by the Spanish Delegation and presented an
extended discussion of their rationale far the utilization of drift gill nats, He eited a joint IFREMER and IEO cepoct, a
summery of which the Secretariat hud circulated to delegates. He indicated that France interpreted the fishery to have heen
under-fished bul was now close to full exploitation. He expressed his country's intention to operate the fishery at
reasonable levels, and that it wes the respoasibility of ICCAT to provide management steps.

ALB-5.b.17 The Delegate of Spai:n 1eplied in detal to the points made by the French Delepation, with a request
to carry out an in-depth evaluation. He indicated that he did not share the opinion that the objectives of the pragram had
been achieved. He voiced strong reservations about the quality and amount of data and the interaction of gears,

I N AL'B-S b 18 The De]e.éﬁte of Portugal shared the concerns and 6pi1ii0mi of the Spanish Delegate.. and also called
for in-depth studies on the subject emphasizing that ICCAT should hold a geieptific debate on this issue. She presented
her. reasons for this, and suggested the EU should rovise the Co_mmrm Fishenes Policy.

-. . ALB~5b19The Delegatél of France tesponded with an expanded statement on the French pasition, attached os
Appendix 5 to Annex 17.

ALB-5.b.20 The Delegate of Porhugal was of the opinion that management should be carried out zone by zone and
fishery by fishery and studies should be carried cut over a six- year pariod, with publication of the regults.

ALB-5.b.21 The panel Chairman agreed thut more studies should he carried out by the SCRS and the results
reported next year concerning the question of the 1mpact of driftnets on alhacora and other species. Since no abjections
were received, the Panel accepted the recomenendations of the SCRS on albacore. .

7. Research

7 l The 1.8, Delegatmn supportcd the statement made by the Delegnte af Canada on rasearch needs for bluetin;
a more detaited statement from the U.8. is attached as Appendix 6 to Annex 17.

8. Date and place of next Panel meeting

8.1 The Panel agreed to hold its next meeting at the same time and place as the 1995 Commission meating.

9. Other Matters

- 9,1 There were o other maiters discussed.

10., Adoption of the report
{0.1 The Report of Panel 2 did not became available in the three official languages early enough'to aliow the Panel
members sufficient time to review it carefully. Hence, it was agreed that any comments on the draft text could be sent
to the Secretariat later by mail. The Panel also agreed to adopt the Report in its entirety through correspondence.
.11. Adjowrrument

© 11.1 The 1994 Meeting of Panel 2 was adjourned.
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Report of the Meeting of Panel 3

1. Opening

11 The meeting of Panel 3 was opened by the Panel Chairman, Mr L.J, Weddig of the U.5.A.

2, Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The tentative apenda was adopted without change and is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 17.

3, Namination of Rapporteur

3.) Mr A._ J. Penney (South Africa) voluntesred to act as Rapporteur for the Panel meeting.l

4. Review of Panel Memhership

4,1 The Chairman noted that there were only four members of Panel 3 (Japan, South Africa, Spain and the U.S.A.},
and that all members were present. It was noted that Brazil announced in (993 its intention to withdraw from Pancl 3 in
1984, There were no tequests for forther changes to Panel membership.

5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) - -

i

5.a Southern bluefin tune

5.a.1 In summanizing the relevant section on the state of the stocks for southern biuefin tuna from the 1994 SCRS
Report, the SCRS Chairman, Dr Z. Suzuki, noted that the southern bluefin tuna resource, fished principally by Japan,
Australia and New Zealand, is copsidered to be strongly over-exploited. Recent VPA assessments indicate a continued
low abundance. of the parental stock compared to the 1980 refecence level, CPUE indices indicate a gradual re-building
of juvenile fish abundance over the past two years and projections indicate an inceease in parental biomass over the next
4 tn 5 years.

5.2.7 Tr. Suzuki noted the observed re-huilding of juvenile abundance appears to have resvlted from a combination
of good recruitment in the late 1880y, and a reduction in overall catch as a result of the quotas adopted by Iapan, Australia
und New Zealand since 1986.

5.5 Albacure (South)

5.b,1 The SCRS Chairmman informed the Panel that the south Atlantic albacoras stock.was assessed using dynamic
production medels, fitted to gstandardized CPUE indices for the South African baithost fishery and the Taiwanese and
Japunese fongline fisheries. The South African CPUE index shows a moderate decresse through the history of the fichery,
while the longline indices, representing adult fish, show a gontinuous decline since the mid 1980s. Assessment resulis
indicate the MSY to be 24,700 MT and the current replacement yield to be approximately 25,600 MT. Current B/Bygy
was estimated as (.87 and F/Fyy as 127%.

.5.b.2 Projections were made under four future catch strategies: (1) current catch (approximately 28,000 MT); (2}

sunual replucement yield; (3) 20% reduction over current catch; and {4) 40% reduction over current catch. These
prajections showed that current catches were not sustainable, and would lead to further stock decline.
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fi. Measures for the Conservation of Stocks
6. a Southern bluafin runa

6.a.1 The Panel did not Propose any ICCAT management measures for southern bluefin tuna, noting that varieus
maunagement measures for this species were implementad by the Convention for the Conservation of Southemn Bluefin Tuna
{CCSBT).

6.5 Albarore (South)

G.b.1 It was noted that the: SCRS Report recommended] that: "All analyses conducted indicate that recant catches
are not sustainable, and that they are larger than MSY. The Commitiee concluded that catches shonld be appropriately
reduced if the apparent dechine in the southern albacore resource iy to be stopped.”

6.0.2 The Delegate of Japan noted the poor condition of this stack, and stressed that ICCAT must act to rebuild the
stock, and maintain it in a healthy condition (see staternent by Japan attached ax Appendix 7 to Annex 17). However,
he noted that 70% of the catch of this stock was taken by 8 non-ICCAT Contracting Party. The Commission should
therefore seek ways to easure the cooperation of that country. The Delegate of Japan also noted that shift of effm‘t frorn
albacore to bigeye tuna, or substantial increases in new fisheries for albacore, should be avoided.”

6.1.3 The Delegate of South- Africa referred delegates 1o a draft praposal an limiting catches of southern albacore.
He noted that bis country had a particular intersst o this fishery, demounstrated hy its substantial research efforts since
1951 and the statercent by Sonth Africa to the 1993 meeting of Panel 3. He asked the Commission to aveid the common
mistake of doing toe little, teo late, and noted that (here was now an excellent opporturdity to intraduce a wodest, but
effective, management measure for southern albacore. The Delegate of South Africa stressed the fact that any delay would
only worsen the situation. He also took note of the comments in other Pancls, calling for management proposals to avoid
ambiguous terminalogy. For that reason, the proposal by Santh Afriea was specific in recommending a 10% reduction
in catches compared to the 198D to 1993 average: This would achieve a reduction to approximately 25,000 MT, which
was close to the recommended replacament yield (RY),

6.b.4 The Delegate of South Africa finslly noted that his country was fully aware of thé importance of non-
Conteaeting Parties m this fishery, and that South Africa had already had informal discussion with Taiwan on the matter,
in which Taiwan had indicated that they were willing to enter into hilataral discussions on methods for hest achieving the
desired catch reduction.

6.b.5 The Delegate of Japan expressed concern that the South African propasnl, as drafted, ‘also covered albacars
by-catches by counlries not targeting that species, He proposed that the main recommendation specificdlly be made for
couniries “actjvely fishing for albacore”. He also proposed mew recommendations to call for the cunperntmn nf nan-
Contracting Parties, and to prevent 4 shift in effort from albacorz to other tuua species.

[C SR W

6.b.6 The Delegate of Spain noted that this fishery provided the clearest example of the problems related to fishing
activities of ICCAT non-Contricting Parties. He expressed support for the proposal’ by Japan to'insert a recommendation
calling for-the cooperation afnon-Contractinip Parties with thése measures. He also nofed that it was inpractical o apply
specific catch reduction measures to non-target by-catch {isheries, and recommended that the proposals be ve-worded to
apply specifically to targeted fisheres. The Delegate of Spain also shared Japan's concern at the possible shift in effort
to other tuna species.

6.b.7 [n response to these comments, the Delegate of South Africa offered to revise the draft proposal, in
eooperation with the other Panel members The Panal adjourned to alluw thu. to ba done. '

6.b.8 At the next session nf Panel 3, the Delepate of Sauth Afnca presented a reviszd proposal, incorparating the
concept of "active fishing” countries, and adding a recommendation calling upon non-Contracling Parties td cooperate in
implementation of measures to reduce catches, and to avoid shifting effort to other fully exploited Atlantic tuna resources.

6.b.% The U.8, Delega.tmn supperted the proposal as presented

6 b. 10 The Dcle_i,ate cf Spam supgested that a funhar remmmendatmn be added io alau p:revant an’ increase m
albacore hy-catches by non-target fisheries, :
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4.b.1! The Delegats of Japan stated that the Japanese catch was enly 400 MT and he could not accept the concept
of introducing a regulation which indirectly regulates other target speciss on which no regulation was established. He also
stated that it was not appropriate to create arbitrary guidelines which separate by-calch from the target fishery.

6.b.12. Some discussion also ensusd-on the merits of inclﬁ:ﬁng 8 recommendation against the develapment or
increase of new fisheries for southern albacore, hut this was not generally supportsd.

6.h.13 The Delegate of Spain then proposed that the revised propossl be sccepted with just the three,
recommendsations shown. This was supported by the other Panpel membars, and the recommendation was then accepted
by the Panel and recommended to the Commission for adoption. The recommendation on southern albacore is aitached
as Annex 20 ta the Commission Proeeedings.

7. Research
7.a Sourhern biuefin tuna

7.a.1 Tt was noted that the relevent section in the SCRS Report recommended that CPUE indices for this resource
he refined, and that recent quols restrictions had resulted in CPUE indices being confined fo refatively small time/area
strata. No further recommendations for research were made. -

7.b Albacore (South)

7.b.1 The Panel supported all the research recommendations concerning southern albacore included in the 1894

SCRS Report. No forther recommendations for research were mads.

8. Date and FPlace of Next Panel Meeting

8,1 The Panel agreed to hold its next meeting to commcide with the next Commission meeting.

9, Other Matters
9.1 No other matters were discussed.
16, Adoption of Report
10.1 The draft Report of Panel 3 was distributed at the Panel's last session and it was agreed to adopt it later .thruugh

corraspondence.

11, Adjnurnment

11.1 The 1594 meeting of Panel 3 was adjourned. -

167



ICCAT REPORT, 1994-25 (I)

Report of the Meeting of Panel 4

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting of Panel 4 was opened by Dr. M. Marimote (Japan), Chairman of the Panel. .

[

2. Adoption of Agendy

2.1 The Panel reviewed and adopted the Agenda, which is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 17.

3. Election of Rapporteur

3.1 Mr. D. Gaertner (France) was designated Rapporteur,

4, Review of Panel membership

4.1 Panel 4 is currently comprised of 9 members: Angola, Cenada, France, Japan, Korea, Pnrtnga] Spain,
United States and Vepezuela.

BIGEYE TUNA (BET)
BET-5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRE)

BET-5.1 Dr. Z. Suzuki, Chairman of the SCRS, noted that the most plausible hypothesis is that of a single
Atlantic bigeye stock. The only indices of abundance used in the stock assessment are those of longline, which
targels this species. The intreass in fishing mortality on juveniles, observed in 1992, continued in 1993 due to the
increase in (ropical purse seine catches. Fishing mortatity on adults of age 4 and over canght by longline, continued
to be higher than that of the historical period.

BET-5.2 As reperds the snslytical models, it was conclnded that the reduction in fishing mortality on
juveniles and the simultanecus increase in the fishing mortality rate of adults, could increase the bigeye yield per
recrutit. The analysis af the vield per recruit of mulii-gears suggests that, with the current exploitation rate, benefits
could be chtained if the increese in fishing mortality of adults were accompanisd by 2 simultaneous decline in
mortality on juvenilas. The inverse situation would logically result in a decline in yield per recruit. )

BET-5.3 Bigeye catches in 1993 wonld be slightly higher than the MSY estimated by the equilibrium
production mode]l (PRODFIT) updated with data for 1961-93, which are 79,100 MT {exponential Fox model m=1
and k=4 and 72,300 MT (logistic model, m=2 and k=4). The analysis of the globa! productivn model also
indicates that the current fishing effort is at a lower level or at a hipher level than that of the estimated optimum
fishing effort Fygy, depending on the m values assumed correspond to the MSY; this has always occurred in
previous analyses.

BET-5.4 Twe fits were tried by means of non-equilibrivm production models. In the first case and under
the hypothesis of a constant catchability between 1961 and 1993, the ASPIC (equivaleni to the logistic model,
m=32}, pives an egiimate of MSY that is lower than the values ohtained previously (66,800 MT) and a 1993 F that
is ahove Fiygy. In this model, the annual catches obtained since 1982 would excesd the MSY. The TFOX mode]
that is also & non-eguilibrium mode} but in this case eguivalent to the m=1 model, gives an MSY of 75,200 MT,
closer to the previous estimates. On the other hand, current fishing effort would be below Fy;y. The SCRS
discussed the possibility of an aver-sstimation of the MSY in the case that z part of the biomass were cryptie, and
in the case of a change in sclectivity of the juvenile individuals. 1t is likely, however, that the bigeye stock is heing
fully exploited,
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BET-5.5 The Delegate of Japan expressed concern that the purse seine catch had increased substantially since
1991. He noted that this fishery targeted multi-species, i.e., bigaye and yellowfin tunas, and questioned that the
bigeye juvenile catch had incressed while the juvenile yellowfin catch remained seable in this fishery. He further
noted that catch at ape for purse seine and langline tn 1992 showed that purse scine catches dominated with fish
at ages 0, 1 and 2, and he stated that Japan was seriously concerned about that.

BET-5.6 The Delegate of Japan also nated that the Chmrma.u of the SCRS had stated that juvenile bipeye
represent 30-50% by weight in combined catches of juvenile yellowim and juvenile bigeye of purse seine catches
using floating ubjects and there was limited information available only from the Spanish fleet. It suggested that
yellowfin tina preater than 10 kg were dominant in & free school and that the proportion of small bigeye to small
yellowfin caught with floating objecls was Iarger than that caupht with a fres school.

BET-5.7 The Delegate of Japan further noted that an unidentified source reported that 60 Taiwunese longline
vessels had shifted from the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic in 1994, He urged that Taiwan should refrain from
engaging in such o new fishery in the Convention Aves since almost sll tuna and tuna-like stocks in the Area were
being caught at MSY levels,

BET-5.8 An ohserver from Taiwan provided information that the number of vessels which operatsd in the
Convention Aree had increased from 44 in 1993 to 54 in 1994, of which 14 operated in the Mediterranean.

oo

BET-6. Measures for the conservation of stocks

BET-A.1 Taking into accouht the results of the production models and the uncertainties on the amount of
non-reported catches by vessels flying flags of convenience, the SCRS recommended that bigeye catches be limited
to those of recent years (1989-1692). The 3.2 kg'minimum size regulation for bigeye has been in farce simce 1980.
This regulation was imposed in'order to reinforce the regulation on yellowfin. On the other baund, taking into
account the current high exploitation rate of bigeye, the limit on the catches of juveniles is a useful objective.

BET-6.2 It is noteil that in splte of this regulation, the surface fisheries continue to land juvenile fish. This
trend 1ncrea.:.ed in 1993. S Cee ‘
IR o Bl .i
BET-6.3 The Deiegate of I ipan statad that J apnn noted with cancern the marked incroase in the bigeyes tuna
catch by the purse seine fishery, while the catch hy baithoats and longliners had remained stable. A large amount
of small bigeye tuna were caught by the introduction of floating objects for purse seine operations. He referred
to the SCRS statement that catches in 1985 and 1990 appeared to have been larger than MSY and statzd that the
rapid increase in purse seine calcbes and their large catch of small bigeye tuna must be taken into aceount when
introducing a management measure based on the SCRS recommendation. He ulso stressed the need for further
scientific research on the effect of fishing with floating objects on purse ssine catches. He added thet the fishing
activities by non-Contracting Parties had to be taken care of at the same time when a management measure 1s
introduced. The statemeat by Japan is attached as Appendix 8 to Annex 17.

BET-6.4 The Delegate of Portugal expressed his support for the issues put forward by Japan regarding the
large amount of small bigeye tuna caught by purse seiners in associztion with floating objects and that the large
catch of small bigeye tuna csught by purse seiners must be taken intc account by the SCRS when making
management recommendations, and stated that he recognized there were foundations for the SCRS
recammendations. e

BET-6.5 The Delegate of Spain mentioned the difficulty in implementing the recommendation of 3.2 kg,
a5 juvenile bigeye were- fished together with skipjack and yellowfin and there was a lack of scientific studies on
the multi-species aature af this fishery.

BET-7, Research
BET-7.1 The SCRS Chairman briefly intraduced the Committee's recommendations. He indicated that the
Japanese Delegation had asked the SCRS to study in detail, from 1895, the problem of juveniles.canght using

flotsam. He alse noted that the Delegations of France and Spain had asked the SCRS to analyze the multl -species
pature of these fisheries befors new management measures were undertaken. IS

169



1CCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (I)

SWORDFISH (SWO)
SWO-5. Report of the Standing Cnmmlltee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

SWO-5.1 The Chairmsn of the SCRS recalled that the scientific committee had reviewed all the avallahle.
informatien which could improve knowledge about the strueture of the stack, such as size frequency, tagging data,
sex ratio by size, gemelic studies, and other biological or pceanographic data. The Committes recommended that
£ detmled glabal examination be made and that the available historic information be submitted before the next
SCRS meeting.

-- Mediterranean

SWO-5.2 There wers insufficient data to study the Mediterranean swordfish stock.

-- North Atlantic

SWO0-3.3 The SCRS Chairman, informed the Panel that the Committes used the global nop-equilibrium
production modsl (ASPIC, equivalent to the logistic model m=2) based on the standardized CPUE data of the
fleets of the United States, Canada, Japan and Spein for the period 1950-93, The medel calculates that the MSY
is 12,800 MT and as a result the stock in 1994 was very much below the optimum level {Bpgy = 0.68 X Busyh
fishing effart being almost double the optimum effort (Fyy, = 1.8 x Fyey). This year, eleven standardized
abundance indices were used to calibrate the VPAs (ADAPT). The trends of each age class are: estimated
recruitment (age 1) has increased in a rather stable manner hetween 1980 and 1989, decreasing from 1990 to 1993.
The abundance estimates for classes 3 and 4 decreased in recent years, as has thnse of class 5+ whzch declined
almost 0% between 1983 and 1993 {the precision of the estimates has diminished in recent years). At the same
time, fishing mortality rates caleulated by VPA increased to 2 maximum in 1988. After dacreasmg from 19B8 to
1930, they appear to have increased over the Iast few years, but have. not reached the 1988 maximum,

SWO-5.4 The vield per recruit model was constructed from several scenarios. From these amalyses, it is
inferced that, if catches of fish aged 1 and 2 can be aveided, there would be significant benefits for the yield per
reccuit. This option offers better opportunities to increase yield in the long-term than options which present
mederate reductions in fishing mortality, while globa! reductions are _LeCessary for this last parameler, if the
reproductory stock is to, be incrensed.

- J I.--,., - ._-Suuth A.l_.lnntic

. SWO-S 5 The Comrmttea noted the progrt:ss made at the ICCAT Preparatnry Meeting on Abundance Indu:es
in the South Attantic (’I‘nmandare Brazil, Avgust 1954), in which the standardization of the CPUE data series was
done. The Committee expressed its concern about the situation of exploitation of the SWDl'dﬁsh stock in the South
Atlaptic, due to the large increases in catchas, as well as the declining trends of the CPUE series of thls bLClUr

EWO-6. Measures for tlie cnnservatioﬁ df slfncks

. SWQC-6.1 The Panel referre.d ta the regulatory measurss racommanded hy ICCAT for the conservatwn of
swordfish stocks in the Atlantic which enterad ista force in Tuly, 1591. The objective of these MEAsUTes Wi§ the
reduchion in fishing morfality and the protection of juveniles of this species.

SW0-6.2 The United States Delegation noted with concern that the 1593 catch was greater than the cstlmated
replacement yield {17,000 MT as opposed to 12,000 MT, the current replacement yield).

SW0-6,3 The Delegate of Japan expressed strong objections about some paragraphs of the SCR3 Report.
Several paregraphs stated that his country's fishery tarpeted swordfish and did not comply with the Commission's
1990 Recommendation, FIRST paragraph. However, Japan only had a longline by-catch of the blgcyﬁ fishery and
his country’s fishery was managed under the FIFTH paragraph of the Recammendation. The Delegate of Japan
questioned the SCRS vicw that onty the low level of catches by other countries adversely affect the stock condition,
and not the large catches by major countries. Common sense suggested that it was impossible to achieve &
workable conservation measure unless the major countries take further measures, He then requested the SCRS
Report be rectified. ' '
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' SWO0-6.4 The proposal by Japan for the management of Nerth Atlantic swordfish is attached as Appendix
9I’.0Armex 17. . . . ' o

' 8W0-6,5 The joint praposal drafted b}r the U.8. and Spain for the management of nerth Atlantxc swordfjsh
{5 attnched as Appendix 10 fo Anpex 17, A

S§W0-6.6 The Delegate of Spainsupported the wark of ths SCRS aud pointed out that the efforts hemg mads |
by the major fishing countries to reduce swordfish catches were not accompamied by a reduction in ﬁshmg"
mortality, due to a lack of cooperation on the part of certain countries. Besides, he pointed out that the SCRS
should ke a position concemlng certain catches referred to as hy-catches when they correspond to a spec:les such
as swordfish, which is under various regulations. The statement made by Spain on swordfish 151ﬂttuched as
Appendix 11 to Annex 17. -

© §W0-6.7 The U.8. Delegate contended that oaly Spain and.the {1.8. had voluntarily reduced their catches
and said that he would oppose the SCRS modification to the SCRS Report requested by Japan. s h

SWO-6.8 The Canadian Delegation expressed appreciation to the SCRS and asked what the opinion of the
Cemmittee' ‘wae regarding. the separation of north snd south stocks at 5° Nerth letitude.

SW0-6.9 Dr. Suzuk; replied that this separetion is a somewhat arbitrary and had been established some 20
years ago, with the aim of facilitating the management of the stocks. He said that thacks to more defailed data,
gspecially- in relation to the sex ratio by size and area, as well #s on south Atlantic CFUEs, the SCRS ought to
improve its knowledge of the structure of swordfish stock in 2 time- -period of 2-3 years.

SWO-6.10 The Delegate of Brazil referred to the success of the meeting of the SCRS on ehundance indices
that took place in his country in 1994, He regretied that despite the progress achieved by this meeting, it was still
not possible to carry out an-assessment of the south Atiantic swordfish stock and he hoped that such an assessment
wonld he conducted in the near future. The Delegate of Brazil also stressed the importance of prewdlng some sort
of financial assistance for scientists from the south Atlantic countries to allow them to participate in the stock
assessment mestings.

SWO-6.11 The Panel Observer from expressed her concern sbout the shift towards the south of effart
directed at this species, and pointed out the importance of having the means to carry out an adequate monitoring
of thé landings st parts such as Montevideo. :

SW0-6.12 The Delepate of Canada expressed his concern for the exploitation of the swordfish stock (north
and south Atlantic) and said that he supported the recommendations of the SCRS. He aiso exprassed his concem
for the important juvenile fishing mortality and mentioned the problem of discards. He asked the SCRS Chalrman
what the benafits of vield per recruit would be if the ban on the fishing of juveniles (ages 1 and 2y were Fully
enforced {no cumhes) The SCRS Chairman estimated that it would be at lenst 10%. .

SWO0-6.13 The Delegate of Poriugal recalled that in 1990, as a result of the velume cf catches, two grbh'[;b
of countries were distinguished with the recommendation on caich reductions only affecting the ma_]ﬂr ﬁshm;,

countries. It was logical that management effort should be proportional ta reported catches.

S§W0-6.14 The preposal by Canada and Portugal for the management of Atlantic swordfish 1s atlached as
Appendix 12 to Aonex 17.

SWO0-6.15 The Delegate of Japan stressed that his country 5 ﬁshery had observed the 1990
Recommendations, He stated that the Commission should consider the diffarance in eharseter of the swordﬁsh catch
in fisheries- when introducing new manngement measures and that the hy catch ‘regulation in ‘the 1990
Recommendation must be maintained. The statement by Japan is. attached as Appendlx 13 to Annex 17.

SWO-6.16 Given the seriousness of the situation described by the SCRS, the U'.S. ._ Sﬁﬁin;'kCanada and Japan
supported the opi.niun expressed by the Delegale of Portugal regarding the need to find an eguitaple solution.

SW0-6.17 The Delegate of Canatla presented A manapement pmpesal on behaif of a numbe: Df Central:.tm;,
Puarties.
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8W0-6.18 The Delegate of Brazil, stressed the importance of Paragraph 4 of the swordfish management
measures proposed by Canada, particularly considering that the limitation imposed on catehes from the south would
prevent a shift in fishing effort to the south Atlantic as a means to decrease catches in the nocth Atlantic. He also
commented on the catch limits impused op couniries with minor catches of swordfish, in relation to the major
swordfish-fishing countries, and expressed the opinion that coastal developing countries should be given the
oppartunity to participate in the fishery for highly migratory species which ocours in the EEZs, The Delegate of
Brazil also suggested that the possihility of exempting these countries from such catch limitations should he
considered. '

SWQ-6.19 The Panel Observer from Uruguay expressed her country's disconformity that developing
countries such as Urnguay are included in paragraph 4 of the Swordfish Management Recommendation.

SW0-6.20 The Delegate of Venezusla and the Panel observer from Urupuay also expressed their concern
regarding the proposed limitation imposed on countries whose catches are still much lower than those of the mam
fishing countries, and #pd on the need to prevent a chift in fishing effort from the north Atlantic to the south
Atluntic,

SW0-6.21 The Delegate of France, after recalling that his country supported developing countries in their
desire to participate in the exploitation of a resource which straddles their EEZ's, posed the problem of a country
which wanted to start a new fishery and therefora did not have historic catches.

§WQ-6.22 A number of countries exprassed concern that any nation would be contemplating ectering the
swordfish fishery at a time when drastic cutbacks are necessary.

SWOQ-6.23 The Canadian and U.S. Delegations, as well as other Contracting Parties, decided, by common
consent, to include the amendments in the initial text, which the Panel recommended to the Cummissiau for
zdoption, The Recnmmendation on swordfish management is attached as Annex 21 to the Proceedings.

BILLFISHES (BIL)
BIL-5. Repori of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

BIL-5.1 Dr. Z. Suzuki, the SCRS Chairman, reviewed the 1993 SCRS Reﬁcrt. with particular reference to
the pertinent section concerning the billfish stock assessment.

BIL—SI.Z The SCRS Chairman indizated that production model agsessments of Atlantic blue marlin presented
ta the SCRS in the early 1980's generally showed declines in the stock(s) biomass from the sarly 1960°s to the
mid-1070"s, with some stabilization for the iotal Atlantic from the mid-1970's through 1980, but at values far
below the 1965-1975 average. These resuits suggested that blue martin were at least fully exploited and mast likely
over-exploited by about 1980. The updated assessments presented to the 1992 SCRS included an additional 10 yzars
of data compared to assessments carried out in the early 1980's and used a non-equilibrium production model
ASPIC {equivalent to the logistic model m=2). The general results from the analysis for each stock hypothesis
suggest that biomass is below B, and in this respect the results are very similar to those of earlier stock
ASSESSMEnts.

BIL-5.3 As was the case for blue marlin, the white marlin stock assessments presented to the SCRS in 1992
were the first since the early 1980°s. Parly assessments generally showed a sharp declive in the stock(s) hiomass
from the sarly 1960°s through 1970, with continued but more moderate declinss (with variation) lo low levels
throuph 1980, The stock(s) wers considered to be at least fully exploited and likely over-exploited by the later part
of this time series (mid to late 1970’s). The goeneral results from the analysis for each stock hypothssis illustrate
declines in sluck biomass to lavels well belaw estimated B,,, #ad corresponding increases in fishing martality above
estimated F,,,,,. through 199C.

BIL-5.4 Previous production model assessments for western Atlantic sailfish (includiog spearfish) (1982
SCRS) indicated that this resource was moderately exploited. The updated assessment submitted to the 1993 SCRS
included an additional 10 years' data compared to assessments carried out in the early 1980°s and used a more
flexible model {ASPIC), as discussed for blue and while marls. Peict estimates of maximom sustainable yield
for west Atlantic sailfish ranged from 606 to 707 MT (esst Atlantic sailfish MSY is about 2,700 MT) for several
asspssment approaches. The results sugpest that the west Atlantic suilfish is fully exploited or over-expleited.
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BIL.-5.5 No new stock assessments for east Atlantic szilfish (including spearfish) were presented ta the 1994
SCRS. The most recent equilibrium assumption production model results, i.e., those presented to the SCRS in
1988, suggest that the coastal east Atlantic stock of sailfish is not yet fully expleited,

BIL-6. Measures for the conservation of stocks

BIL-6.1 Mo ICCAT regulations are currently in effect for billfishes. However, twa ICCAT Contracting
Parties (the U.S, snd Venezuela) and one Observer couniry (Mexico) established regulations to reduce billfish
mostality. The SCRS Chairman also spoke of the practical difficulties with respect to the reduction of fishing
mortality due to the catches of untargeted billfishes by longliners. However, bucause the survival rate seems to
be quite high, returning these fish to the water could be contemplated. - '

BIL-6,2 The Delegate of Japan informed the Panel of the initiation of a tagging program carried out jointly
by Japanese and U.S. commercial longline fishermen. He hoped that commercial longline fisheries of the ICCAT
members and non-members would participate in this program. The statement by Jzpan on billfishes is attached as
Appendix 14 to Annex 17,

RIL-6.3 A recommendation was presented by the United Slates Delsgation, which expressed concern over
the high fishing mortality levels of these spacies and asked for the release, and tag and release when possibls, of
live billfish taken in longline fisheries. The recommendation presented by the U.S. is attached as Appendix 15
to Anmex 17. The U.S. Delegate further stated that the protocals for selting up a tagging program (of bilifish
discards of longline fisheries) are available to countries that are interested in the program.

BIL-5.4 The Chairman of Panel 4 asked the ather delegations to follow np on this issue after the meating,

BIL-7. Research

BIL-7.1 The Chairman of the SCRS reviewed the research priorities and noted, in particular, the need to
improve knowledge of the age structure of billfishes as identified in the 1953 SCRS Report.

SMALL TUNAS
SMT-5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics {SCRS)

SMT-5.1 The SCRS Chairman informed the Panel that the SCRS had no information oa the study of the
present siructure of the small tuna stocks, and that information currently available did not permit the evaluntion
of the hypothetical stocks where the existence of these coastal pelagic species wore mainly presumed. He recallad
that the catches of this species were around 100,000 MT.

SMT-6. Measures for the conservation of stocks

SMT-6.1 Since 1983, a "U.S. Fishery Management Plan (FMF) for coastal pelagic species in the Gulf of
Mexico and Atlantic Ocean Region" has been in effect. Under the FMP, fisheries management procedures wore
established for king mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla) and Spunish mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus) through
implementation of catch quotas. The objective of the FMP is to maintain thege stncks at abundance levels that could
provide long-tarm yield ns close to MSY as possible, while not allowing spawning biomass to fall so low as lo
heve a megative impact on recruitment. Amnual total allowable catches from these stocks are based on
recommendations from a group of scientists who conduct the annval stock evaluation analyses.

SMT-7. Research

SMT-7.1 The Committee stressed the need to collect statistical end biologicel informetion on thess species.
This was supported by De. M. Morimota, the Chairman of the Panel,
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8. Date and place of next Panel meeting

8.1 The Panel agreed to hold its next meeting at the same time and place as the 1995 Commission Meeting.

9, Other matters

9.1 There were no other matters for discussion.

10.- Adoption of Report

10,1 The draft Report of Panel 4 was distributed at the last session of the Panel and was it waos agreed to
adopt it later through correspondence. : ' .

1t, Adjournment

 11.1 The 1994 Meeting of Panel 4 was adjourned.
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Appencﬁi 11 Amtex 17

AGENDA FOR PANELS 1 -4 '

Panel 1 (Tropical Tunas)
Panel 2 {Temperate Tunas-North).
Panel 3 {Temperate Tunas-South)

Pancl 4 (Other Species)

1. Openirg
2. Adoption of Agends
3. Nomination of Rapporteur
4, Review of Panel membership . .
5. Report of the Standing Committes on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
8. Measures for the conservation of stocks:
Panel Panel 2 Lanel 3 Panel 4
a) Yeltowfin g) Bluefin (North) a) Southern bluefin '_ a) Bigeve
b} Skipjack b} Albacore (North) b) Albacore {Scuth) b) Atlantic honito
c) Swordfish
d) Billfishes
2} Other ypecies
7. Research
8. Date and place of next Penel mesting
3, Other matiers
10. * Adoption of Report
11. Adjournment
Appendix. 2 1o Arm&x I7
STATEMENT BY CANADA ON ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA
{attached ta Report of Panel 2)
Mr. Chairman;

On behalf of Canada I would like to extend our thanks to the SCRS scicntists who have, once again, spent
considerable time and effort carrying out their assessment of bluefin tuna in the eyt snd west Atlaotic and the
Mediterranean Sea. Assessment of the west Atlantic bluefin stock had not heen planned far this year, However, Canada
was one of the countries that requested the SCRS, on short notice, to carry out such an assessment, Canada would like
to cammend the group for the excellent report if has produced on such short naotice.

1t is clear from reading the SCRS Report that managemsat of bluefin in the sast Atlantic and Mediterranesn must
be improved. While we have always known that there is some mixing between the twa stocks, recent indices have
indicated that this mixing could have considerable impact on stock status, perticularly in the west. Therzfore, those of us
fishing solely in the weast Atlantic are clearly interested in what occors in the east,

Anoaiher element that we cannot lase sight of is the credibility of ICCAT. In recent vears the attention of many

orpanizations not directly involved in the proceedings of ICCAT, and pasticularly the environmental community, has heen
focused on management of bluefin in the western Atlantic. We have tuken many steps in the west to improve aur
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management of this stock and to show the world that we are responsible managers of the resourece. If we want to ensure
that the eredibility of ICCAT we must glso ensure Lhal sound mansgement measures be put in place throughout the whole
Atlantic. Given the uncertainty associated with the stock houndary between east and west, it is appropriate to implement
management measures which encompass alternate stock hypatheses.

There has been a size limit of 6.4 kg in place for bluefin in the eastar Atlantie since 1974, It is extremely important
that measures be teken immediately to ensure that this recommendation be implemeated, As well, in 1974, ICCAT
recommended that countries teice the necessary measures to fimit the fishing mortelity of bluefin to recent levels, The
SCRS assessment conducted this year shows that fishing mortality rates have increased for all age groups since 1974 and
that in the Mediterranean average catches have increased from around 5,700t in the four years previous to 1974 to over
18,000t in 1993 - this i5 a three-fold increase. A similar morease hus occurred in the enstern Atlentic where catches have
gone from about 3,000t prior 1o 1974 10 9,500t m 1983,

During the rest of this weel we will continye to discuss various idens with other delegations for improved
management of this east Atlantic fishery.

As for bluefin tupa in the Western Atlantie, this stock has been under quota management since the early 1980s.
While those of us fishing in the west bave had to redbce oir quotas in the past few years it 1s heartening to note that the
status of the stock appears to be improving. Clearly the quata Jevels, and othe.r management measures in place in the west,
have hed a beneficial effect an the stack.

We were scheduled to reduce our averall catches in 1695 to 1,200t Ho'\we.ver, aur scientists now tell us that it is
not necessary to reduce catches to this lavel. As I have already szid, I am heartened by this staternent, However, I think
it is important that we remember that our objective is still to rebuild that stock. In that sense, while'we can take some
comfort in the SCRS advice, we must also take note of their caution: {and I quote from page 7 of the SCRS documant)
"ICCAT Commissioners. should be cautious in reacting to a single assessment that indicates a substantial change from
previous assessments.” Further, on page 14, the SCRS also says that it would be "advisable to be cautious" while
awajting the results of further assessments a5 well as the implications of mixing which will be further investigated in 1995,

The SCRS has also made a number of recommendations regarding research. The scientists believe that the highest
priority shouid be to resolve important questions concerning mixing rates between the east and west Atlantic, population
structure and management of bluefin tunx. Thers is the need for impraved input data geperally, mc}udmg indices of
abundance. Canada firmly supports these recommendations,

This leads to another important recommendation concerning the timing of assessments, The SCRS continues to
assess the stocks while many questions regarding basic biology remair unresolved. What we need is more information
on the basic biology of bluefin and a new assessment of these new data, We promote the theme that we must conduct more
gtudies to enlighten ourselves on questions of basic biology. Scientists should be encouraged to conduct these studies
without the pressure of annual assessmants.

In the coming days we will he discussing these recommendations further with other delegations and Canada will
continue to promote management measures that will ensure the contimued health of both the east and wast Atlantic tuna
fisheries.

Appendix 3 to Annex 17

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON WESTERN ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA
(attachad to Repnrt of Panel 2)

I have abways believed that bluefin tuna is one stock for many years. (n the years 1983-B5 [ spoke to many scientists
who ‘nm.re nlways recagnized this. Dr. Beckett of Cannd& told me- that he bellevecl 10% mixing oceurs.

It is dzfﬁcult to see that the size of the eastern btuck to e 20 to 30 times blgge.r than the west. Tt is my feeling there
may be some sub-stocks. The U.5. Natiopal Academy of Science has endorsed my idea.

Huwe.var, we still oeed further bmd}' that will take many years ta quantify the n:uxmg For mnnagement purpuses
we will treat it as two stocks.. -
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I was very suspicious of the results of last year's SCRS Report, This has been a w,ry severe ﬂx]:li.rlf..nca for
fishermen of U.S., Canada, and Japan, :

We requested a re-examination and an errar was found. The replacement yleld has gone ﬁ'om ]‘300 M'T' to over
2,660 MT. As 4 Papel, we should accept a total catch of 2,200 MT. -

The Japanese delegation would like to draw your attention to the fact that, gwen the results of the SCRS Report,
clearly the basis for Japan’s unfairly large reduction in iis seientific moaitoring quota is no longer valid. :

Japan agreed to this reduction last year based on the spirit -of compromise and to maintain ths integrity of ICCAT
as a responsible internationat organization. In other words, Japan agreed to cut its share based on the SCRS
recommendation at the 1993 anoual meeting of the Commission to set the cateh limil below 1,200 MT. immediately, and
also, due to the inflexibility of other delegations. Now we see this year that the SCRS recommends that it is not necessary
to reduce calches to 1,200 MT in 1995.

If Japan had been inflexible and chose not to follow the scientific recommendaticns, ICCAT s ability to carry ouf
its conservation and management responsibilities would have been gquestioned. Japanese fishermen wera forced to maks
sacrifices that others were not willing to accept. In the spirit of cooperation, it should now be other countries® turn to assist
the Japanese fishermen. . o

Theretore for 1993, it is Japan’s position that 2,200 MT should bs adopted for the scientific monitoring quota. This
cateh level is helow the level of replacement yisld {more than 2,660 MT).

Jupan insists that the national share between threz countries should be returned to the traditional one adopted before
1993, The U.S. and Canada made a commitment last year on this point. We expect this to be honored.

Appendix 4 10 Annex 17

STATEMENT BY JAPAN g
ON THE RECOMMENDATION FOR THE MANAGEMENT DF
BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE WESTERN ATLANTIC :
(attached to Report of Panel 2)

. Japan would like to express ils pencral satisfaction with the sgreement reached for a recommendation for
management of western Atlantic bluefin funa.

We want to-thank the Delegatmns of Canada and the United States for their- LUBerdtan on this dtfﬁcult and
sensitive issue,

However, Japan is not happy with Part 1 and 2 of this agreement, This type of sharing of the scientific moniloring
quotd may lmproperly imply that Japan is being pemalized in some way.

We want to note with great emphasis for all to see that Japan hﬂs dcme the most in the 1994 fishing year for the

conservation of western Aflantic bluefin tuna than any of the three fishing nations. Now again, in 1995 and 1996, Japan
will be tking the greatest steps toward conservation and again our fishermen will be shouldering the largest burden.
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Appendix 5 10 Annex 17

DECLARATION BY FRANCE ON ALBACORE FISHING WITH
SMALL DRIFTNETS IN THE NORTHEAST ATLANTIC
-fattached to Report of Panel 2)

Albacare fishing by French fishermen was re-initisted since the introduction of small driftnets six years ago.

In dacline since the early 1980s due to the progressive abandonment of troll fishing, today this fishery, thanks to
the so-called "new" gears, attsins catch levels comparable to those of the 1970s (6,350 MT i 1993, all gears combined).

However, these eatches of albacare continue being infericr to those obtained, even today, by Spain, & country which
using so-called "traditionel" gears, ohtains each year a total eateh close to 18,000 MT,

Albacore fishing has acquired today crucial importance in numeravs ports of the Atlantic coast.

It is certain that the crsis which is adversely affecting the fishing sector, induces in more or less degree than in
times past, the artisanal fishery to undertake diversification of prodection or towards seasonal fishing sctivities.

In this perspective, aibacors fishing constitutes a gond example of a new deployment of activities.

The countarpart of this sitnation is, that from now on, the small number of boats which are dedicated o this type
af fishing, depends considerably on albacore fishing and is based on the prafitability of the small driftoets in order to
maintain their activity throughout the year,

- For this, this seasons] activity, due to itg positive repercussions on employment and territorial management (whiie
mamtainmg the socia-economic fabric of the coastal regions),is now of major importance for the French fishing sector.

BENEFICIAL DEPLOYMENT OF FISHING EFFORT

This fishery, which it carried out mostly on the high seas, has the considerable advantape of targeting on an
abundant pelagic species fishing effort which otherwise would be directed throughout the yesr on demersal species of the
continental platform of the Bay of Riscay and western Britany.

From this perspective, the French albacore fishery vsing small driftnets contributes ta the equilibrium management
of the vversll fishing resources of the northeastern Atlagtic.

This consideration hecomes very evident, so much so that the recent development of albacore drifmet fishing; in
the eurrent state of its exploitetion pattern, does not affect the status of the stock of albaccre in the north Atlantic.

1t should be recalled that the north Atlantic albacore stock has supported catches during the 1960s that could have
exceeded 60,000 MT and the recent cateh levels now do not exeeed 30,000 MT aonually.

Albacore fishing with small driftnets is ons of the most selective fishing types that exist. Scientific studies indicute
a by-catch rate of 15%; of which from.3 to 7% is of other commereiat species. These rates are, respectively, 60% of the
swardfish loogline fishery and from 30 to 90% of the shrimp fishery.

It has been clearly established that the different pears can cohabit in the fishing grounds without any problem.
A scientific report, requested by Mr. Manuel Marin, former European Commmssioner for Fishing, from the research
institutes of the two countries (the [FREMER of France and the TEO of Spain) and carried jointly by these orpanizations

in 1991, clearly testifies that there are no interactions between surface fishing gears (net, pole and line) as concerns
albacors fishing in the northeast Atlantic,
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Besides, the driftnet, which is indicated by buoys and which is only used at night, contrary to other fishing
techniques does not interrupt maritime navigation at all in the fishing zones which, it should be recalled, are situated
almost always more than 600 km from any coast.

After the appearance of thc drifinet, Freach alhacnra ﬁsharmcn have confranted the problem of I:-y—catches of marine
mammals.

Due to ap intense public campaign which was started in 1990, and which has been strongly supparted by the media,
the helief that the driftnet is 2 non-selective gear {the expression "wall of death" has had considerable echo), has little by
little teken over public opinion,

In order to counteract these unfounded recusations; French fishermen have tried to maintain complets transparency
with the responsible ecological organizations, and are concemed about verifying the reality on this matter. Some of them
have gone on board tuna vessels (Robin Hood) since 1991; othery, on the contrary, have refused to do so.

Sure of their affirmutions, the French fishermen have alsa clasely collaborated with the scientists of IFREMER,
allowing them to act freely in their initiative to obtain hetter knowledge on the different species and populations of marine
mammals in the northeastern Atlantic.

At (he same time, immediately after the publication of the EEC decree mo. 345/92, of Junuary 27, 1992, repulating
the length of the driftnets and introducing for the fiest time in a Community text on fishing the notion of "ecological risk",
the French Gavernment took the initiative of organizing & vast program of scientific research.

This scientific study was entrusted to [FREMER, based on the high-level collahoration hetween European scientists
umited within o scientific working ‘group, under the auspices of the Commission of the Eurcpean Communities.

During the summers of 1992 and 1993, ohservers with a scientific background were placed on board almost half
of the French driftnet vessels, sharing life on board and faithfully taking note of all the catches and discards.
Complementary to this, [FREMER chartered a research vessel in 1993, in order to try and carry out an evaluatmu of the
populations of dolphins that might be found in the fishing aren frequented hy the French vessels. :

The extraosdinary extent of the scientific monitoring to which the French driftnet fleet has heen subjected in the
northeast Atientic should be pointed cut; uatil then, no experiment of this nature had been carried cut in any other
European fishery.

The results of these two years of research are convincing and comstifute a categorical contradiction of the myth of
non-selectivily of driftets, and also af the myth, no less temacious, of the massive destruction of dolphins, of which
French fishermen have been unjustly accused by their detractors.

The definitive IFREMER report on the "Ecclogical Impact of the Tuna Fishery Using Driftnets in the Northeast
Atlantic", clearly shaws that the continuation of this activily does not present any serions ecological risk. . -

This recent study, since it dates from November 8, 1993, was presented by its authors on November 15, 16 and
17, 1993, to the Scientific and Techmicel Commitiee on Fisheries (CTSP) of the Commission of the European
Communities in Brussels. Made up of the best scientific specialists of the twelve Member States, this important Committes
recognized and applauded the scientific quality of the work cacried out by IFREMER, thus conceding the repart and the
methodology applied a guarantee of undisputed scientific precisian.

The IFREMER report synthesizes the obsarvation cruises carried out within the framework of the French albacore
drifinet fishing flest, and clearly shows that the by-catches of marine mammals cantinue being totally reasoneble from a
guantitative point of view, since, in terms of additional anma] mortality; they only represent 0.7 % for the common dolphin
and 1.6% for the blue aed white dolphin, relative to their respective populations assessed in 1983 in the fishing area.

In any case, it remains perfectly clear that thess by-catches in no way jeopardize the populations and the survival
of the species concerned.

As pointed in the conelusion aof the report: "... such Jow rates of additional mortality cannot really, by themselves,
seriously compromise the survival and the presence of these species in the norlheast Atlentic”.
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The absenve. of "all ecological risk”, combined with the utilization of drifinets within the framework of the
derogatian granted-by the Community regulation, semains perfectly clear fram the scientific point of view. e

Some people, for diverse reasons and, ip the opinion of France, totally indifferent to a real defense of the
envirgnment, continue in effect to affirm that the drifinet is 2 non-selective pear that indistinctly cutches all the marine
species that are found in the environment,

The IFREMER report has presented proof to the contrary: without any doubt, the intrinsic selecuv1ty of the driftnet
for albacore fishing in the northeast Atlantic has been demonstrated, .

Nowadays, it cannot again be questioned, more than with emotional arpuments and beyond the economie and social
logic characteristic and specific to the French fishing sector, which in no way ignores the need to preserve the biological
diversity of the ocaans, such as demonstrated the drifinet fishermen in accepting to pnt their vessels at the service. uf
seispes, for belter knowledge of the marine ecosystems.

This intelligent and respensibie action should be recogrized and encouraged by the international community, since
it lies within the perspestive of a cauntions management of the fishery and at the same time, supports the basic prmclp]ea
af the Law of the Sea. : S

In particular, the conclusions of the Rio de Janeiro summit ¢ome to mind and Chapter 17 of the "Agenda 21"
program of June 14, 1992, dedicated to the protection of the cceans and seas (...), as well as the mtional utilization and
appraisal of their biological resources, which at the same time introduces the cogcept of "lasting development”, also puts
scientific knowledge at the very core of the policies of manzpement of the yesources and marine species.

It is pecessary to point out emphatically. that the United Nations in the founding resolution of December 22, 1989,
refers in its preamble anly to the driftnets "that might reach or surpass 50 km in total langth".

Meither albacore nor dolphins are in danper of extinction in the northeast Atlantis,

France doss oot .oppose the implementation of regulations on exploitation, provided that these regulations do not
question again the continual use of driftnets measuring 2.5 km.

The Preamble of the Convention which unites us all in the framework of this Commission says without ambiguity
that our fundamental ohjective-is ..."to maintain the populations {(of tupas) at levels which will permit the maximum
sustainable catch for food sod other purposes ... " Coneretely, this signifies that our objective is not to under-fish, and even
less 5o, to carry ont aver-fishing, but to fish at the levels mentioned previously.

o We congrahitate ourselves that the conclusions of the SCRS show.that the state of the north Atlnntic albacare stock
"probably is not over-exploited, but it seems that this stock is heing fully exploited”, that is, simply that this stock.can
support # more rutional and responsible exploitation.

Appendix 6 to Annex 17

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES ON.RESEARCH NEﬁ'.DS
(attached lo Report of Panel 2)

The U.8. commends the SCRS on its hard work ta assass the status of Atiantic biuefin tuna, We recognize that your
task is very difficult and complicated by the Jack of adequate resources and the unending demands of the commissicners.
The informaticn that you provide is essential to our work! There are many important tasks that are ongoing and new
programs that are necessary. We must provide you with the support fo accomplish these tasks. Speclﬁca.lly we recommend
that the fellowing research items be supported by the Commission: o S co BT
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1. Research employing genetic, micraconstituent, and other techniques to identify stock structure, quantify mixing
rases, and deternine spawning fidelity. Cooperative efforts are needed to obtazin samples for DNA and
microconstibuent annlysis from throughout the Atlantic and other areas. Sensitivity analyses, and other
techniques, should be u:.ed ta evaluate !mphcahuns of mixing rates and various assumphions about stock
structure. .

1

Development of standardized CPUEs for all fisheries operating in the Atlantic. Currently, such indices are
limited in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean.

3.  Developmenl of comprehensive, cooperative tagging experiments by all nations to test hypotheses of growth
and stock structurs and provide information for stock assessments. Cansideration should be piven to 8 umversal
ICCAT tag that would be used hy all countries; & standard data reporting system; and, designated facilities,
one in Burope and one in the Americas, to receive and compile tag release/recovery data into an accessibla
data hase., There should be a concerted effort to promote the prograrn and inform fishermen of the value of
tagging and recovery of lags. :

4, Addrtional studies on spawning biomass, age at maturity, fecundity, lareal dbundance, sex ratie, and
recruitment. '

L

Determination of the spitability of 2dditional fishery independent indices of abundance {such as aerial surveys).

6. Conducting workshops on specific ressarch topics, including one on gﬂnﬂhcs oiicra- constituent analysis, and
other techniques to identify stock structure of biuefin tuna.

7. Support SCRS in the cletermmatmu of the suitability of a U.S. longline fishing index utilizing existing dead
dmca:ds

Appendix 7 ta Annex 17

STATEMENT BY JAFAN ON SOUTHERN ALBACORE
Bt . (attached to Report of Panel 3)

Jepan motes that the SCRS stock assessment indicates the poor stock conditian of south Atlantic albacare. The SCRS
Report suggests that the corrent level of cateh exceeds MSY and replacement yield level. As a responsible international
organization, Japan believes that ICCAT must nct as soon as possible to rebuild this stock in a short psriod of time and
maintain it in & healthy condition. -

When we ook at the catch statistics for south Atlantic albacore, one nan-Contracting Party, namely Taiwan, catches
almost 70% of the total catch. This implies that, even though the Conteacting Parties may take conservation measures,
the stock condition cannot be improved unleyy the Commission ohtains full cooperation from Taiwan in taking effective
management measures for this stock. The Commission should inform Taiwan that shifting this effort from albecore to
bigeye would cause additionz] problems.

Japen has &lso noted from the catch statistics, that the Brazil-Taiwan (BRAS-TAI) catch has increased from 0 MT

tn 1990 ta 3,700 MT in 1993, and this fishery has operated only in the last three years. Under problematic stock
conditions, such a substantial increase by a new fishery must be refrained.
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Appendix 8 10 Annex 17

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON BIGEYE TIINA
(attached to Report of Panel 4)

JTapan hes noted with concemn that the catch level of bigeye tuna in the Convention Area has incraased substantislly
mainly due to & marked increass in the catch of the purse seine fishery in recent years, while catch levels of higeye tuna
in baitboat and longline fisheries remain stable. We are alsa concerned that small sized bigeye'tune are caught in a larger
percentuge of the total higeys catch because of the introductian of floating ob_]scta, partlcularly ta.kmg into account the
restriction on the catch of small fish weighing less than 3.2 kg. :

We should also toke into account that the SCRS Repart mentioned two years ago that "recent catches, specifically
i 1989 and 1990, appear to have been larger than MSY".

From these aspects, if the recommendation of the SCRS on bigeye tuna mads this vear i5 realized, the situations
mentioned above must bz duly taken ints aceount,

However, it is a little hit stranga ta see with the use of floating objects, although juvenile bigeya are caught in mixed
schools with skipjuck and juvenile yellowfin, only the catch of bigeye tune has increased in the purse seins fishery, while
the levels of yellowfin and skipjack catches remain stable. We feel, therefore, that scientific investigation is necessary to
study the effect of floating objects an fish species composition in the purse seine catch and the effect on bigeye stocks.

i_nstl}', since the activifies by non-Contracting Pasties whose catch levels account for 8% of the total catch af bigeye
tunz in the Convention Area according to a table of the SCRS Report, if we consider the introduction of any restriction
on bigeye catches, we heve to ensure thet nan-Contracting Parties will take equivalent measures,

Appendix 9 to Annex 17

PROPOSAL BY JAPAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH
(attached to Report of Pagel 4

I, For the north Atlantic in 1983, Canada.and Portugal shall manape a TAC of 2,500 MT. Spain and the U.S. shall
. manags a TAC of 3,000 MT. In 1996, Canada and Portugal shall manage the 2,500 MT TAC in the same rmanner
a5 in 1995; Spain and the U.S. shall manape a TAC of 8,500 MT.

I

The Contracting Parties whose vessels do not target swordfish in the narth Atlantic Ocean shall tuke the necessary
measures to limit the incidental vatch to no more than 8 percent of the total weight of the entire catch during 1995
. and 1996, : - - :

3, Other Contracting Parties shall not inczease their catches in the north Atlantic over their 1993 level during 1995 and
1984.

4. Contracting Parties shell take the necessary measures te prohibi! the taking and landing of swordfish in the entirc
Atlantic Ocean weighing less than 25 Kg live weight; however, the Contracting Parties may prant tolerances to boats
which have incidentally eaught smal! fish, witk the condition that this incidental catch shall not exceed 15% of their
oumber of fish per landing of the total swordfish catch of said boats,

3. Contracting Parties are encouraged to tzke other appropriate measures to protect small swordfish, including but not
limited to, the establishment of time and area closures, possibly determined by text fisheries. Contracting Parties

will conduct the necessary studies {o determine whether gear selectivity can reduce catches of undersized fish.

6. In 1995, the SCRS shsll ugain review the status of swordfish in the Atlantic and provide further management advice.
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Appendix 10 to Annex 17

REGULATORY MEASURES PROPOSED
BY THE UMITED STATES AND SPAIN ON NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH
{attached to Report of Panel 4)

Taking into account that the SCRS has recommended that the Commissien, if it desires to rebuild the north Atlantic
swordfish stock, must reduce fishing mortality rates and only catch replacement yield of swordfish in the north Atlantic,
1.e. approximately 12,000 MT,

The Commission recommends that:

FIRST: In 1995 and 19986, all nations whase catches of north Atlantic swordfish in 1988 were greater than 250 MT
and whose catches have increased since that time {Canada, Partugal ancl Japan) shall reduce their combined caiches in the
north Atlantic to no more than 3,000 MT,;

SECOND: In 1956, all nations whose catches of north Atlantic swordfish in 1988 were greatet than 1,000 MT aud
whose catches have decreased since thai time (Spain snd the United States) shall reduce their combinad catehes in the north
Atlantic to no more than 9,000 MT;

THIRD: In 1595 and 1996, all other countries with catches of swordfish greater than 250 MT in the north Atlantic
skall reduce their catches by more than 20% below the level of catch reported in 1993;

FOURTH: In 1993, the SCRS shall again review the statuy of swordfish in the Atlantic and provide further
management advice. ' . _

Appendix 11 to Anpex I7

STATEMENT BY SPAIN ON SWORDFISH
{attached to Report of Pansa] 4)

Mr. Chatrman:

Spain has accepted the proposed management for swordfish in the Atlantic, for the benefit of this species. This
supposes additivnal sacrifice for my country, since other countries, Parties to this Commission, that catch this species,
have not complied with the ICCAT Recommendations on Swordfish,

For this reason, we are urging strict compliancs, since we believe, Mr. Chairman, that the limits of tolerance have
bean exhansted.

If it is already difficult to accept an increass in fishing effort by some countries, it is infinitely more difficult for
other Parties such as Spain, that have already implemented an important reduction in fishing effort in compliance with
the ICCAT Recommendations, to hava to reduce effort even further, because other Parties have not comphcd with the
regulations. :

I would like to point out the paragraphs of the speech which the Canadian Minister of Fisheries delivared at the La
Toja Council of Ministers (Spain), in September, 1931, Even if it referred to other waters and other species, 1 helieve
that it is highly convenient to recall these now.

"...prudent resource management and control of our fleet has led to others taking much of the benefit through
overfishing of straddling stocks..."

"In order to achieve common benefits sustainable over the long-term, oll states must yield some of thair
freedom of action to respoosible internutional institutions. That is true for segurity under the U.N., that is
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true for trade under the GATT and that is true for international fisheries in the Northwest Atlantic under
- NAFQ,"

Mr. Chairman, the Spanish Delepation would like to thiok that this is equally true for ICCAT.

Appendix 12 ta Annex 17

Y I N P P

PROPOSAL BY CANADA AND PORTUGAL FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ATLANTIC SWORDI;‘ISH
. {attacked ta Report of Pane! 4)

1.  For the north Atlantic in 1995 Canada and Portugal shall munage a TAC of 3,000t Spain and the U.5. shall manage
3 TAC of 2,000t. In 1996, Capada and Portups] shall manage the 3,000t TAC 1n the same manner as tn 19935; Spain
and the L.5. shall manage a TAC of 8,000t, Japan, a5 & nation that does not target swordfish iz the north Atlantic,

. shall take the necessary messures to limit the incidental cateh in the north Atlantic to no more than 8% of the total
.. .weight of the eatire catch. Other Contracting Parties shal] not increase their catches in the north Atlantic over their
1993 level.

2. ... The SCRS advises that the north and south Atlantic should be maraged with similar emphasis. Contracting Parties
shall not increase their catches in the soulh Allantic over their 1993 level,
3. Contracting Parties shall take the necessary measures to prohibit the taking and landing of swordfish in the entire

Atlantic Ocean weighing Jess than 25 kg live weight; however, Contracting Parties may grant tolerances ta -boats
which have incidentally ceught small fish, with the condition that this incidental catch shall not excead 15 % of their
number of fish per landing of the total swordfish catch of suid boats.

Cuntracting Parties are encoureged (o take other appropriate measures to protect small swordfish, include, but not
limited to, the establishment of time and area closures, possihly determined by test fisherizs, Contracting Parties
will condoet the necessary studies .tu-'dete.rmine whether gear selectivity can reduce catches of undersized fish.

4, Contracting Parties will set up a Wur)u.ng Group, which will meet before the 1995 anpual meting, to discuss the
long-term management approach for swordfish in the Atlantic,

Appendix 12 1o Annex {7

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON SWORDFISH
{attached to Repart of Panel 4)

Japan obiects to the descripticn in the SCRS Report under "Effectiveness of Regulatory Measures, Measure #1°
s inappropriate. The SCRS cateporized Japan as an "actively fishing” country, However, the history of the negotietion
in 1990 clearly showed that the United States and Spanish fisheries were managed under the FIRST puragraph of the
Recommendation, The Canedian and Partuguese fisheries ware. rmmaged under the FOURTH paragraph and the J apanese
fishery was managed under the FIFTH paragraph. . .

Tapan further would ke to express its strong opposition fo the description in the same section, [ast paragmph, which
indicates that Japan does not comply with the Recommendation by comparing Japanese recent catches with the 1988 catch,
Japan would like to commend the U.S. and Spain's effort to reduce their catch mors than 15% from the: 1988 level.
However, the year 1988 should only be applied as a reference year to the cateh level for the countries whose fisheries
in the north Atlantic were managed under the FIRST paragraph snd should not be appllecl to the counmes including
Iepan, whase fisheries ware managed under. different paragraphs. .o . - i
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Thae SCRS Report implies that 17.8. and Spanish eatches de not affect the stock condition at all and only catches
by other countries with lower levels adversely affect the stock condition. Japan cannot understand how the SCRS has
scientifically proved that a smaller level of catches affects more than a larper level of catches on the stock. Based om
common sense, a larger cateh level affects the stock condition regardless of how much they have reduced. From 1989 to
1993, the two major countries ceught a total of 56,303 MT of swordfish in five years while Cenada, Portugal and Japan
canght only a total of 16,237 MT during the same period. In other wortds, the 1.8, and Spain caught 3.5 limes more
swordfigh than the ather three countries. This fact clearly felis that unless the major countries take farther measures, it
is impossible to achizve 2 workable conservation pragram by the Commission.

The Japanese Delegation would like ta stress the fact that the Japanese longline fishery hns observed the relevant
provisions int he {990 Recommendation on swordfish. The Japanese fishery does not target swordfish, but catches it as
a by-catch of its own bigeye fishery. Our fshery has been managed under the SECOND and FIFTH pamgraphs of the
Recommendation, The catch of swordfish has heen below the regulated by-caich level (ID% of the totz] catch) and has
met the requirement of restricting the small-sized fish catch every year.

In considering new management measures, the Commission must taks into accounl the different charucter of the
fishertes. Japan strongly belizves that the Commission should not set a precedent to restrict one species by ragulating
another by-catch species. The by-catch regulation which was established in the 1990 Recommendation must be respectad
and maintained.

Appendix 14 1o Annex 17

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON BILLFISHES
(uttached to Report of Panel 4)

Japan 5 happy ta inform the Commission that the joint tag and rslease program of billfishes has just started between
the Japanese and U.S. commercial Jongline fsherias, with the cooperation of the ICCAT Billfish Rosearch Program. This
was realized since our industry responded positively to the initiative of the 1.5, industry which has been actively
conducting tapping in the past several years.

Through such a joint program, we expect that pertinent nformation on the biolegical characteristics of the species
could be obtained for improvement of the scientific knowledge on which management decisions can be based.

In the future, participation of commercial longline fisheries of other [CCAT member nations, such as Karen and
Rrazil, as well as non-Contracting Parties with considerable catches, such as Taiwan and other countries, should be
encouraged to expand the scale of the program and enable 11 to be more successful.

Appendix 15 to Annex 17

STATEMENT BY THE UNITED STATES RECOMMENDING THE
RELEASE OF LIVE ATLANTIC BILLFISH TAKEN IN LONGLINE FISHERIES
(attached to Report of Panel 4)

The 11.8. believes that an JCCAT recommendsticn to require the release of live billfish taken in longline fisheries
would be a very important step towards recovery of the over-fished bilifish stocks, We encourape all countries (o
purticipate in ICCAT's scientific tag and release programs which support the work of the Commission. We also encourage
ali countries ta report recaphires of those fags.

—  The most recent assessments for Atlantic billfish show that hlue marlin are aver-exploited relative to MSY and
white marlin are severzly over-exploited. In addition, western Atlantic sailfish/spearfishk are at Isast fully
explaited and could be over-exploited, At the last several meetings of ICCAT there have heen discussicns oo
ways to reduce fishing mortality. One suggestion, which appears to offer the largest, immediate reduction in
fishing mortality for these species, is 1o require release (and tag and release when feasible) of all live bijlfish
taken in longline fisheries, Based on data from at-sea observers on longline vessels, this approach could result
in 2 30% to 40%, or more, reduction in mortality. Such action, if implemented, could preclude further
restrictive mansgement meastires,
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ANNEX 18

.

EEEEN

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT
- FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF BLUEFIN TUNA FISHING

IN THE EASTERN ATLANTIC OCEAN AND MEDITERRANEAN SEA

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS {ICCAT)
RECOMMENDS:

That each Contracting Party fishing bluafin tuna in the eastern Atlantic Ocean and the Meditesrranean Sea shall take
the following conservation measures regarding bluefin tuna:

186
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Tuke the necessary measures to prevent any increase in the fishing martality rate for the years 1995
il beyond;

Take the necessary measures to prevent any catch by vessels under their jurisdiction in 1993 in excess
of the level of catch in 1993 or 1954 {whlche-vcr 15 hlgher)

Starting in 1996, take the necessary measures to reduce by 239 % (or such lower amount which may be
specified by the SCRS) their catches from the cuteh level specified in point 2 shove, such reduction
ta be accomplished by the end of 1598;

Cnoper&te in the develnpment by 1998, of a lonp-term racovery plan for bluefin tuna in tha rsastem
Atlantic und the Mediterranean;

Comply with the Contrnctmg Partiss’ obligations to implement the 1974 recommendation to take the
necessary measures (o prohibit the taking and landing of any bluefin tuna weighing less than 6.4 kg.

Take all necesgury meagures to prevent catchey of age 0 fish (less than 1.8 kg).
Report annualty ta TCCAT the steps taken to implement the above measures,
Provide sufficient-data requested by the SCRS to improve stock assessment.

Inform all the non-Contracting Parties and the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean
(GFCM)} of this Recommendation and request lheir cooperation,
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RECOMMENDATION: BFT WEST ATLANTIC

ANNEX 19

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT
ON THE MANAGEMENT OF BLUEFIN TUNA FISHING
IN THE WESTERN ATLANTIC OCEAN

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISS1ION Y
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (iCCAT)
RECOMMENDS:

That the Contracting Parties, whose vessels have been actively fishing for bluefin in the western
Atlantic, will institute a geientific monitoring guote for 19935 gnd 1996 of 2,200 MT ezch vear, unless
the SCRS scientific infarmation 1n 1995 indicates otherwise, which is divided annually inte the following
country quoia shares:

Canada. 335.6 MT
Japan 353.0 MT
United States 1,311.4 MT

Unused quoote or average from the 1994 guotas for each Contracting Party, agreed to at the 1993
ICCAT meeting, will be added or subtracted as appropriate from the ahove 1995 guotas,

Furthermore, a Contracting Party may carry over any unused quota in 1995 to 1996 and any overage
by a Contracting Party in 1995 will be deducted from their 1996 guote.

If & scientific monitoring guota between 2,200 MT and 2,660 MT is established for 1997 and thereafter,
the ratio of sharing among the three countries shail be according to the shares set forth in paragraph
1{z) above. If a scientific monitaring quota of 2,660 MT or above is established for 1997, or thergafter,
the sharing of the annuel quota shall return to tha following traditional shares:

Canada 21.54 %
Japan 26.32 &
United States 52,14 %

However, if 4 scientific monitoring quota between 2,200 MT and 2,660 MT is established, the quotas
for Canada and the U.8. will not exceed the traditional quotas that have been applied to the scientific
monitoring quota of 2,660 MT (573 MT for Canada, 1,387 MT for the 1J.5. Any amounts in excess
af these countries’ traditional quatas shall be edded to Japan's guota.

Notwithstanding paragraph 1(a), if & sciantific monitoring quota greater than 2,660 MT 15 astablished
for 1996, the traditional shares in paragraph Z{b) shall apply.

That the three Contracting Parties will prohibit the taking and landing of bluefin tuna weighing less than
30 kg, or in the alternative having & fork length of less than 115 am.

Notwithstanding the above measures, the Contracting Parties may prant tolerances to cupture bluefin
tuna either weighing less than 30 ¥p, or in the alternative having a fork length less than 115 cm, to
limit the taks of these fish to no more than 8% by weight of the total bluefin catch on a national basis
and to institute measures to deny economic gain to the fishermen from such fish,
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These three Contracting Parties will encourage their commercial and recreational fishermen to tag and release
all fish less than 30 kg or in the alternative having a fork length less than 115 cm.

That the zdoption of the sbove measores concerning the western Atlantic must not imply any modification
in the ICCAT Recommendation adopted in 1974 concerning a minimum weight of 6.4 kg adopted for the
entire Atlantic and fishing mortatity limited to recent levels in the eastern Atlantic; this laiter measure having
been extended until a new decision is made at TCCAT.

In order to avoid increasing fishing mortality of bivafin tuna in the eastern Atlantic, the Contracting Parties
will continue to take measures to prohibit any transter of Gshing effort from the western Atlantic to the

enstern Atlantic,

That the developing bluefin tuna ﬁshe.ry in the western Atlantic of Brazil shall not be subject to the limitation
addressed herein.

That there will be no directed fishery on the bluefin tuna spawning stocks in the western Atlantic in spewning
areas such as the Gulf of Mexico.

That, notwithstanding the provisions of Article VIII, paragraph 2, of the Convention, with respect to

: pﬂragraphn 1(a) and (b) above, the Contracting Parties whose Vessels have been actively fishing for bluefin

tuna in the western Atlantic shall implement this recommendation as soon as puss:ble in accurdance with the
regulatory procedures of edch country.

That the assessment and determination of quots for western Atlantic bluefin tuns shall be made at the 1996
annual ICCAT meeting.



RECOMMENDATION: SQUTHERN ALBACORE

ANNEX 20

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT
ON LIMITATION OF CATCHES OF SOUTHERN ALBACORE

NOTING that the southern albacors ( Thunnus alalunga) resovrce is assessed to be exploited beyond maximum
sustainabie yield (MSY) and current replacement yield (RY) levels;

.NOTING FURTHER that this assessment is consistent with annug] assessments produced for this resouree since
16901, all indicating exploitation beyond MSY;

RECOGNIZING THAT this continued exploitetion heyond MSY and RY levels hag resulted in a decline of the
southern albacore resource to below By,gy. and thut current fishing mortality (F) exceeds Fievt

RECOGNTZING ALSO the importance of introducing immediale measures to limil southern albacore catches ta
sustainable levels, thereby halting furiher declines in this resource;

T

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. Countries fishing actively for south Atlantic albacore should introduce appropriate domestic measures to limit
- their calch of southern albacere durng 1995 to not mars than 90% of their respaetive average annueal caiches
over the period 1989 to 1553,

l:.'l

The Commission shall request ICCAT non-Contracting Parties whick actively fish for sontherm Atlantie
albacore to respect this Recommendation, te introduce similar measures to reduce their calches of sauthern
Atlantic albacore and not to shift fishing effort so released onto other fully exploited Atlantic tuna resources.

3. Durmg the 1595 Regular Commissicn Meeting, ICCAT should review the success of such domestic measures

in reducing southern Atlantic albacore calches, with a view to introducing an sppropriate Total Allowable
Catch limit for south Atfantic glbacore, with effect from 1 Tanuary 1596,
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ANNEX 21

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ATLANTIC SWORDFISH

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ..
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. The following quatas for swordfish in the north Atlantic shall apply 10 1995 and -1996:

1995 1995
Canada 1,500 MT 1,400 MT
Portgal . 1,500 MT 1,400 MT - . S
Spain 6,230 MT 5,500 MT
| U-nited Statey 3,970 MT 3,300 MT

Japan shall take the necessary measures to limit the incidental catch of swordfish ta no more than 8%
of the totel'weight of its entire catch in the north Atlentic during 1995 and 1996.

Other Cootracting Parties shall not inerease their catches during 1995 and 1996 in the north Atlantic
aver lheir 1993 level.

Contracting Parties whose catches in the south Atlantia are greater than 250 MT shall not increase their
catches dunng 1995 and 1996 beyond their 1993 or 1994 |level, whichever is higher. Contracting
Partias whose catchas in the south Aflantic are less than 2350 MT shall not increase their catch in 1095
and 1996 beyond 250 MT. :

Existing recommendations, adopted at the 1990 ICCAT meeting, regarding minimam- fish size remain

in effect.

Contrecting Parties are encouraged i take other appropriate measures to protect small swordfish,
including, but not limited to, the establishment of time and area clasures, possibly determined by test
fisheries. Contracting Parties are further encouraged to conduct the necessary studies to determine
whether gear selectivity can reduce catches of undersize Ash.

Contracting Puarties will exchange information through the Secretariat with respect to long term
management approaches for swordfish in the Atlantic, and will decide whether or mot to hold a
Working Group to discuss these matters before the 1995 annual ICCAT meslicg. The Working Croup
would also digcuss the possibility of adopting multilateral {rude measures, consistent with their trade
obligations, to deal with nan-Contracting Parties which undermine the ICCAT conservation measures
regerding swordfish. Discussions of the Working Group would also focus on how TCCAT should deal
with requests from Contracting Parties who wish to enter an ICCAT-manaped fishery.

Notwithstanding Article VIII, paragraph 2, of the Conveation, the Executive Secratary shall bring to
the attention of non-Contracting Parties, whose vessels fish for swordfish in the Atlantic Qcean, the
measures being taken by the Contracting Parties and seek their cooperation in taking similar
conservallon measures consisteat with the recommendations of the Commission.



CITES: COMMENTS ON CRITERLA

ANNEX 22

ICCAT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S LETTER
TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF CITES

Madrid, December 31, 1993

Dr. Izprev N. Tapkov
Secretary General
CITES

8, rue du Maupas

Case postale 78
CH-1000 Lansanne %
Chauderon, Switzerland

Dear Dr. Topkov:

In sending you comments from the Commission oo the Draft Resolulion concerning eriteria for Amendment of
Appendices I and I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
I wounld first acknowledge with gratitude the contribution to the 13th Regular Meeting of the Commission made by Mr.
Jacques Berney, His participation facilitated the understanding of the CITES process and the current initiative to revise

the criteria.

Tt is clear than ICCAT members endorse the CITES action, and are very supportive of the continuing refinement
of the Draft Resoluton, as well as the work of CITES. The Commission passed a Resolution (attached) which recognizes
the responsibilities of both CITES and the Commission and calls upon the Parties of CITES to consalt fully with the
Commission, The Resolution reaffirms the intention to provide CITES with a report on the status of blusfin tuna and
related conservation initiatives. The report is in preparation and [ expect to provide it to you before the end of January,

In the maanl:lma I am providing you with the commentary on the Draft Criterie for Amendment of Appendices
1 and 1T (as appended to the letter from Mr. Murray Hoskins, Chairman of the Standing Committee, dated October 15,
1993) that has been prepared by the ICCAT Standing Commiitee on Research and Statistics.

The Commission hopes that the Secretariat of CITES as well as the Parties to the Convention take.due note of these
comments god the Resolution adopted by ICCAT, when developing such crteria. The ICCAT also would like to be kept
informed of any further developments regarding this issue. '

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Antonio Ferpandez
Executive Secretary

i The Resolution hy ICCAT on Cooperztion with the Convention un Interartions] Trade in Endungered Specaes ol Wild Fauns and Flow {CTTES)
it neluded in Annex 17 10 the "Report for Bienniet Periad, 1952-93, Past 1 {1993)",
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COMMENTS BY ICCAT ON THE
DRAFT CRITERIA FOR LISTING SPECIES
ON THE APPENDICES OF THE COMMISSION OM INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA (CITES)

The draft concemning Criteria for the Amendment of Appendices I and II that was the result of the Joint Mesting
in Brussels of the Plants and Animals Committees with the Standing Committee, Tepresents significant improvement spon
the drafts that have heen circnlated at earlier times in 1993, In particular, it is most encouraging to see references to the
competence of International Resource Management Boedies, particularly those concernsd with marine resources. The
subparagraphs 10 and 11 in the Introductior to the Draft Resolution, as well as subparagraph J of the Resolution itself
must be retained. The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) considered this malter
at its Thirteenth Regular Meeting in Navember, 1993, aud adopted u Resolution (attached) calling for cooperation between
CITES and ICCAT.

It is appropriats to have dropped the earlier crileria referring to incidental take and ecological despendence because
it would be impossible 1o restrict application to the specific situations where the concept might apply, an exampls bemg
that, while squid are tuken in certain gillnet fisheries, they are aleo taken in a very wide range of other fisheries. It is
appropriate also that the criteria refaering to quantitative estimates of population have been removed becanss the confidence
limits about many population prajections would invalidate the purpose. Should there be a strong move to re-introduce any
af these eritena, it wonld likely make it very difficult to actept non-discriminatory eriteria for all species groups, and
hence would re-open the need to establish different sets of criteria for broad taxoaomic groupings.

There was much discussion at the Brussely meeting about the term "cateh-per-unit-of-effort" (CPUE). This is simply
u form of ahundance index =and it is often not o purticudurly good way of measuring changes in sbundancs. As such, it
should not be considered spaclf“ica!!y

* The letter of October 15, fram the Chairperson of the Standmg Committee, asks b‘pcclﬁcally tur comments oo
"decline”, "marked decline” and "continuing decline®. The present texts contain " marked contipuing decline” far Appendix
I, criterion E, which is not defined, and presumably, the "contineing” in this context shonld be deleted, and the criterion
wanld then refer to "macked decline”. The term “continuing decline” is used in eriterion B proposed for Appendix !1
bstings. It is most important to retain both "marked decline” and “continuing decline” since the definition of "marked
decline" includes the important phrase "a rate that could be expected to lead 1o the extinction of the species”. This is very
significant in comparison with the definition of "coatinuing decline”. The templation to amalgamate the two must ba
resisted because, without maintaining both defmitions, either the criterta for Appendix [ merge with those of Appendix
1§ or vice versa. Indeed for marine populations, these definitions, together with that of "extcnded period” are fundamental
to the appropnatene.ss of the droft cntann to cover all laxonomic groups.

Alsc with respect to Appendm 1, the last minute changes to the draft cntena. at thas c{mclumou of the Bmssalﬁ
- mesting, appear to have resulted in a serious loss of halance, Criterion A is not a precursor, in terms of population status,
to crilerion B which gives the conditions undar which a.pepulation should be listed. Tt is,-thezefore, confusing to require
a species to be listed on the grounds that unless trade is subject to strict repulation, the species would mest the criteria
that pustify.listing. This appears to be the precautionary principle preatly overdone. Furthermore, there is within the suite
_of eriteria no clear focus on the status of the populations under consideration. As it is at the moment, the debate as to
whether a spedies or population meets the criterion in B would focus on whether the time period covered by the data is
sufficiently “"extended" to meet the requirement inherent in the definition, and also‘on the meaning of "significant
detrimental impact". :

The draft criterion submitted to the final plenary iz Brussels addressed all of the above probiems, in that current
criterion A contained a different final phrase “it could become threatened with extinction” rather than "it would meet the
eriteria listed in B". The reference to "threatened with extinction” places a clear reference point an papulation status, so
that the debate wiil focus on popuolation status and the implication of any rate of change on that status, not on the rate of
change in that status per se, irrespective of the size of the population and whether the population is still fully viable despite
the change. Itis, therefore, imporfaut that criterion A be re~phrased as mdlcatad and that criteria A and B should both
be met, rather than be “either/or”.

As a final point, the "Definitions 2nd Notes" are extremely important and it is recommended strongly that both
Annex 1| and Annex 2 state, under the titie heading "The following criteria are to be read in conjunction with the

Definitions end Notes as contained in Annex 3". This recommendation is made following the failure of many reviewers
to understand that Annex 3 is, to quote the draft resolution, "an integral part ...".

Mudrid, Spaim - December 1993
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ANNEX 23

REPORT PRESENTED TO THE COMMISSION BY MR. J.S. BECKETT
(ICCAT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE NINTH CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTIES TO CITES)

Movember 24, 1964

Dr. A. Ribeiro Lima
Chairmen

ICCAT

Principe de Vergera, 17
28001 Madrid, Spain

Dear Dr. Lima:

1 have pleasure in epclosing a summary of items of interest to ICCAT that ware diseussed at the Ninth
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endanpered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
{CITES). The main item was the develapment of the new criteria for svaluating the population status of a species.
Such an evaluation being in terms of listing oo one of the CITES appendices and hence whether internationat trade
should be prohibited (Appendix 1} or allowed subject to strict monitoring (Appendix II). You will recall that the
development of the new criterie was discussod at last year’s ICCAT meeting,

A new get of criterin was adopted for evaluating future proposals for listing, or downlisting, species are
attachad to my report. In the context of ICCAT, there has been considerable discussion on one of the ¢ritaria for
listing taxa on Appendix I {no trade). This is the provision referring o a decline of 50 % in 3 years or 2
generations, whichever is longer. A Iarge number of fish stocks show this rate of declioe. However, "declins”
itself if defined as not normaily including satural fluctuations and as excluding the hervesting down of 4 population
"ta a planned level, not detrimental to the sucvival of the species". The concern over the numbers is an example,
however, of the problems encountercd when developing criteria to enver the whole range of plants and animals.
For fish gloeks it would have been much more appropriate to hove o provision referring to "more than 50 % in
5 years or 2 generations whichever is shorter”. Even that would have required the clarification that "harvesting
down" and "natural fluctuations” had to be taken info rccount. The numericel criteriz are accompanied hy text to
ensure that they are considered only as illustrative, and that they will not be appropriate in many cases,

I would he pleesed to respond to any guestions, including those by telephone or fax during the upcoming
Commission meeting, as it is unlikely that I will attend.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) 1. S. Beckett
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REPORT TO ICCAT ON
THE NINTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO CITES

The Ninth Conference of the Parties 1o the Internstional Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species nf’Wild JFauna and Flora {(CITES) was held in Fort Lauvdezdale, Florida, U.8.A., November 7-18, 1994.

The meeting was attended by delegations from 116 countries and about 180 Intergovernmentsl Organizations
and Non-Governmentrl Organizations. The Agenda [Doc 9.1 rev.) covered many issues, not oaly the 115
proposals from Partiss with sespect to the treds status of various species and hence to amend the CITES
Appendices, Much atlention was focused on a South African proposal to allow controlled international trade in
elephant products other than ivory. The other msjor item was the discussion of a naw set of criteria for judging
whether. the population of any species, ar population of that species, should be included in cne of the CITES
appendices, i.e. whether international trade should be controfled or should be prohibited. The development of new
criteria has bheen initiated at the Bighth Conference of the Parties (Kyoto, Japun, in March 1992) as a result of
concerns that the existing "Berne" criteria were inadequate for ohjsctive evaluation of population status and the
impact of intermational trade oa that status. The two-year process included a mumber of drafts, with -wide
circulation of three versions for international commeant.

Much ariticism of the esrlier versions of the draft criteria centered on the use of iliustrative numbers for
various criteris (e.g. "small* population, “fragmented” distribution, "rapid" decline, etc.), particularly as the
criteria covered all taxa (plants, insects, ete.). the Minth Conference of the Parties established a-small working
group that incleded Canada, Japan arnd the U.S.A., which was charged with refining further the new criteria. The
resulting document (Com 9,18 rev.) was adopled unsnimously. The numerical examples are still included, but are
found jp #n annex of "Defimtions, Notes and Guidelines" rather than as footnotes to the eriteria themsalves,. and
there is some rather repelilive text to emphasize that the values are jntended as guidelines, and will not be
applicable to many taxa, The new criteria will now ba used for evaluating future proposals. for amendments to the
CITES appendices {i.e. change in status of species). They are to be reviewed at the time of the Twelfth Conference
of the Parties {perhaps in 2003).

Other items of interest to ICCAT at the Ninth Conference of the Parties were:

a) A proposal (Doc 9.40) by the TJ.8.A. to establish the types of documents that would be required to

accompany international trade, should CITES place on Appendix 1] a marine species that is also

. regulated by a pre-existing international organization such as [CCAT. Article XIV 4 of the CITES

. Convention relieves member states of such an organization of some of the obligations for certification,

. provided the organization does have a certification system of its own. The U,5. A, proposal wounld have

resulted in the ICCAT bluefin statistical document meeting most of the CITES requirements should
bluefin ever he listed by CITES on its Appendix II. The proposal was withdrawn,

k) Improvemenis on data on trade in shack products. The U.S A. (Dac. 9.58) drew attention to the
inadequate status of information on shark catches and international trade in chark praducts and praposed
that CITES collect such data. A working group, which again inciuded the U.S.A., Japan and Canada,
producad & revised resolution (Com 9.[8) that called on the Animals Committes of CITES to consult
with FAQO end ather relevant internations]l organizetions on the biolopical status of shark stocks, aod
the extent of international trade. The resclution also seeks a review of the fisherley, snd impravements
in the collection of trade data. This was adopted and ICCAT can expect & forme! transmission af the
request, Submissions will likely be requested for mid 1996, since the next Conference of the Parties
is scheduled for the spricg of 1597.

¥ The CITES documests cited in Mr. Beckett's report are on file 81 the ICCAT Secretarial.
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ANNEX 24

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE
STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
(STACFAD)

First Session - November 30, 1994

1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The 1994 Meeting of the Standing Commitice on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) was apencd
on Wednesday, November 30, 1994, by the Commission Chairman, in the abt.e.nce-. of the STACFAD Chalrman
Mr. J. Silvestre (France).

2. Adoptien of Agenda

2.1 At the time of the adoption of the Apenda, the Delepate of the United States indicated that a request
had been made to the Secretarist to include an item on the Agenda relative to the observer fee. The Chalrman
deferred this to dlscussmn under matter Ttem 15, "Other matters”.

Y

2.2 The Agenda was ﬁé_iupted. without change, and is attached as Appendix 1 {o Annex 24.

3. Nomination of Rapporteor

3.1 Mr. J. Pereira (Portugal) was nominated to serve as Rapporteur, and this was accepted by the
Commlttee.

4. Administrative Report (1994 activities)

4.1 The Executive Secretary referred STACFAD to COM/94/9, the 1994 Administrative chnrt, which
includes detzils on the activities of the Commission, such as Commission membership, the status aof the adoption
of the Paris and Madrid Protocols, Secretariat distribution of pectinent ICCAT Recommendations and Resalutions,
information on the Port Inspection Scheme, the meetings orpanized hy ICCAT, meetings at which ICCAT was
represented, eic. He indicated that the Jarge number of inter-sessional scientific meetings cansiderably atfected the
normal Work of the Secrétdriat ‘and resulted in increased expenses in overtime. The Administrative Report also
provides information on ICCAT's cooperation with other countries and organizations, ICCAT pubhcatmns issued
n 1994, the change in the Szcretariat offices and the Secretariat staff.

4.2 Dr. Ferndndez made special note of the contract with the Autonomous University of Madrid to carry
out a study on'the sampling strategy, and noted that the study was highly acclaimed by the SCRS scientists. The
Executive Secretary also made special reference to the special Billfish Publication, in hard-cover edition, which
was published in 1954,

4.3 The Executive Secretary also informed the Committee of the forthcoming change in the offices of the
Secretariat and indicated that there might be delays in the work until the offices are gel up and running smocthly.
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4.4 The Executive Secratary, in summarizing matters related to the Secretariat staff, informed the Committes
ihat two new staff mernbers had been hired to replace the two General Services category staff who had volunturily
resigned in 1924 for personal reasons.

5, Auditor’s Report - 1993

5.1 The Executive Secretary referred the Committee to the 1994 Financial Report (COM/94/10), which
provides detailed information on the financial situation of the Commission, He-indicated that all the documentation
referring to the Auditor’s Report is available at the Secretariat and if delegates had any inguiries, the Secretariat
would be pleased to supply the information.

5.2 Tha Delegate of Canada requested a table showing salaries af the Seeretarizt staff, from 1990 to 1994,
including categories and annual steps. The Executive Seceetary indicated to him that all the necessary information
waould be provided.

6. Financial status of the 1s¢ half of the biennial budget - 1994

6.1 Dr. A. Fernandez referred the Committee to the tablas attached ta the Financial Repi-:{rt (CbeQ&fll)),
which deal wnh the sfatus of Cummlsswn h.lnds for the first half of the biennial period {1994). He noted that the
uccumulalﬁd dt:bt owad to tha Cummlsswn amounted to more Ehan 136 miltion. pusetas, as of Novrsmhe.: ..1954,
He stressed the 1mp0'rtauce of the early receipt of the country contributions to assure that tha.S.g.elc_retdna_t 5 @Bll_\fltles
can continue.

2 In explaining the Financial Report statements, the Executive Secretary referred the Commilies to
Statement 3 and indicated that in 1994 three staff members, originally in the loeal contract eategory, had been
:.]asmﬁed sccording to the U.N. salary scheme. He pointed out that there was some savings in.the salaries of the
General Services category due to the fact that the new staff were hired at 2 lower category arld step. He pamted
out the expenses incurred in Chapter 3 (Travel} were mainly due to the two sessions of the U.N. Cnnfarence but
that some savings bhad been made duee to ICCAT’s not having to part1c1pata in the CITES Conference. He noted
that the Commission meeting and related expenses will most likely surpass the amounl budgeted. He reyuested
authorization to utilize funds from extra-hudgetary income, such as the return of VAT taxes, observer fees, elc,
to upply towardy the expected overrun in meeting expenses, Commission publication costs remained within amount
budgeted, since all puhlications are done at the Secretariat, except for hinding,

6.3 The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that the travel and per diem expenses far two members
of the Secretariat to participate in the Apnl meeting of the PWG in Tokyo were totaily financed by the I apanese
Government. He also indicated that the travel and per diem expenses for one stalf member to participate in the
Final Meeting of the Albacore Reszarch Program held in Sukarrieta, Spain, in June, 1994, were financed by the
Autonomons Gavernment of the Basque Region. The Executive Secretary also pointed out that the Buropean
Community hzd financad the travel and per diem of cne Secretariat staff member to part:clpate in the Ad Hoe
GFCM/ICCAT Working Group Meeting held in Fuengirola, .Spain, in September, 1994.

7. Contributions pending payment from the Contracting Parties .

7.1 The Executive Secretary mformed the C‘ommlttee that the contnbuuuub to the 1994 budgst that were
pending payment by the Cnntractmg Parties {as of Nnvember 1, 1994) amounted to 35,207,304 pesetas, or 25.1%
of the total budget. - .

7.2 The Exrecutive Secretary reiterated the problem of the accummulated pending debt owed to the Commission
which, as of November 1, 1994, amnuntcd to 136,596,099 pesetas, which 1s close to the amount of the total 1594
budget. He urgad the member countrles to meet their financial obligations in order to assure the cantinuity of the
Commission's actw:ttes
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8, Status nf the Working Capitol Fuad

8.1 The Committes was informed that the financial status of the Commission iy improved in relation to the
Inst few years and this can be sesn by the balance available in the Working Capital Fund, He cautipned, though,
that if no other income is recsived tawards this Fiscal Yeor, then this current positive balance will be substantiglly
reduced, and may even be negative. '

8.2 The Delspate of Portugal annotnced that her country’'s 1994 contribation had been paid and would be
received very shortly at the Secretariaf.

8.3 The Delegnte of Japan asked for clarifications about 4 glight discrepancy in the amounts shown on the
financial statements regarding Japan's voluatary contribution to the PWG. The Executive Secretary responded that
this discrepancy was due to currency exchange between U_S. dollars, Japanese Yen and Spanish Pesetas. He alsa
informed Japan that the difference had been deposited to the Working Capital Fund: ‘A footnote to this effect will
be added tc the pertinent financial statement,

8.4 The Delegate of Angola announced that his country’s total arrears would be settled during the first
quarter of 1995, This information was welcomed by the Committee.

8.5 The Delegate af Venezuela notified the Committee that due to recent currency exchange controls,
Venszuela was experiencing some difficulty in meeting its financial cammitment. However, he indicated that
procedure was in effect to meet Venezueln’s financial obligation t¢ ICCAT some time in early 1995,

9. Financial status of the Albacore Research Program

9.1 The Executive Sscretary referred to the psrtinent section of the Financial Report concerning the stahis
of the Albacore Research Program. He reiterated the balance of 1,482 518 pesetas in Alhacore funds, which will
be applied towards the publication, in enhanced form, of the results of the Albacore Research Program.

10. Financial status of the Program of Enhanced Research far Rillfish

10.1 The Executive Secretary reported that details on the 1994 Contributions/Expenditures of the Billfish
Program are found ic Appendix 5 to Annex 25. The balunce in Billfish Funds amounted to US§ 66,366.24 (as of
November 1, 1994), which wiil be used towsards Program activities mn 1995 {gee 1995 Biilfisk Program Plagp,
attached as Appentlix & to Annex 25).

11. Budgetary implications of 1985 Commission activities:

11.1 The Committee reviewed the financial implications regarding proposed research and statistieal
requirements, intersessional meetings, the proposal for the ICCAT Tuna Symposium, Commission publications,
the next meeting of the Commission, etc,

12. Adoption of the 1995 badget

12.1 The Chairman asked the Committee to review COM/94/11, the 1995 Revised Budget & Member
Couatry Contributions, prepaced by the Executive Searetary. Thus, the Committee would decide on and adopt the
budpget and corresponding contributions, based on the options presented. He indicated thet the "basic budget”
(Option C) included a 5% increase over the 1984 budgat, which when considering the inflation rate, transistes ta
B Zero increase in real lerms,

12.2 The Chairman reminded the Committee to consider the hudgets options carefully and pointed out the

paramount importance of hiring a permanent biostatistician on the Secretarint staff, particolarly in view of the
numerous hinstatistical tasks requested by the SCRS and the Commission.
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Secontd Session - December I, 1994

Item 12. {Continued)

1'J 3 Ths Spamsh Delepation no:ed that in view ofthe Secretar:at 8 hurdeu of work load partu:ularl}r as cnnccrmng
tasks of a biostatistical nature, the hiring of a biostatistician was more than justified. e emphasized that the Commission
1equests more and more work to be carried out each year but is reluctant to provide adequate financial resources.
Consequently, be.strengly supported the adoption of budpetary Option D, which includes the hiring of & permanent
biostatisticiar on the Secretariat staff, He ulso recognized the sacrifice that a 13% increase in the budget would entail on
the countries, parhcufarly the de.velnpmg countries.

13.4 The Delegata of Canada apprecmted tha coftunents by Spnm and the reasons put forward for thr. hiring-of &
bhiastatistician, but he pointed ont the budgetary cuts his government is undergoing and. that budget allotments to
internztional organizations were also bemg reduced. Therefore, he indicated that Canada can only suppart OptionC, (+5%
increase over the 1984 budgst) the basic budget aptien. He alsn suggested that part of the additional 5% could be applied
to improve the Commission's computar systam.,

12.5 The Delegate of Jspun referred to Chapter 2 of the budget (Travel) and recognized the importance of ICCAT's
participation in the FAQ Committee on Fisheries Mesting in Rome and the Sessions of the U.N. Conference. He requested
that JCCAT participate, m an observer capacity, at the next annual meeting of the CCBST in Tokyo, since close
collaboration between ICCAT and the CCRST is essential:- Tapan also supported budgetary Option C. :

12.6 The U, 8, Dslegate indicated that he could support Optioa I, in view of the increasing work to be carmied out,
since the hiring of a hiostatistician might free some staff to devote time to the work of the PWG.

12.7 The U.5. Delegate inquired about the possibility of holding next year™s Commission at # business hotel where
several small me.Blmg rooms cap be avatlable, mnmly bscauss of the need -ta hold varicus small group m&:enngs
simultancously. . o s :

12.8 'Ihe representatives of France and Portugal supportcd the view expressed by Spain in that the Commission
must pravide the Secretariat with the necessary resources to carry out the many tasks assigned to it by the Commission
and SCRS, and expressed the importance ‘af hiring:a hiostatistician; Roth France and Portugal supperted Budget Opticn
b,

12,5 Tha'rcpresenmtive from Venezuela alscirecopmized:the need for a biostatistician, hut indicated that due to
drastic cuts in his country's national budget, Venerzuela is very interested in pd)fm.g its-arrears to ICCAT and cannot incur
additional financial burdens. : SR . T

12.10 The Delepate of Uruguay expressed her country's support for Option D sioce she felt that it would mean
A savings in the long run.

12.11 The Drelagate of Brazil indicated that his preference for a zero increase budget, although he recopnized the
need for & biostatistician, + - ...

12.12 The representative of outh Africa indicated his country’s swpport for Option C.

12.13 The Delegate of Canada referred to the increase in the travel budpet and proposed that the Commission
refrain {rom sending a representative to the 1995 Sessions of the U.N, Conferencs, but instead aceept the invitation to
attend the CCBST meeting, He also noted that other ICCAT Contractmg Parties atteud.mg the U.M. Conference cnuId
provlda & detalled report to the Commission, : .

. e, . : :

12, 14 ‘The: Delegate of Spain insisted on the nead to provrd.e edequate resources to the Commission to carfry out
all its work. He also emphasized that the Contracling Parties sign the Madrid Protocol that would put the new: contribution
scheme into effect and thus alleviatz the burden on the developing countries. He reiterated the need for the TCCAT
Executive Secretary to attend the 1995 Sessions of the U.N. Conference. The Delegate of France qtrongly suppurted the
views: expressed by Spain concemning the- ICCAT partmpauuu in the U.N. Conference. :
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12.15 After all the members present around the table had expressed their views, the Chairman anncounced that
Budget Option C (Basic Budget}, which amounts to 147,281,000 pesetas was uganimously adopted (attached as Table 1).

1

13. Adoption of the ventributions of the Cantracting Parties to the 1995 budget

13.1 The Chairman referred the Committes to the revised table showing the member country conlributions for
1993, based on the budget just adopted, i.e, 147,281,000 pesetas. The Executive Secretary clarified that the revisions
mmcluded the change in Commission membership (i.e. the withdrawal of Benin, effective December 31, 1994) and the
changes in panel membership {i.e. the withdrawal of Bussia from Panel 4 and the incorporation of Cunada to Panel 1),
The revised contributions adopted are attached as Table 2.

13.2 The Delegate of Canada inquired whether the tncresse in Canada's contribution for 1993, with respect to the
amount shown on the previcus table, was only due to their incorporation to Panel 1, to which the Executive Secretary
responded that it was.

14, Confirmation of the stoff regulntions nnd rales

14.1 The Committes was referred to document COM/24/3Q, the ICCAT Staff Repulations and Rules, which the
Commission adapted at its 1993 Mesting for a one-year provisional peried.

14.2 The U.S. Delegate requested soms clarification of a few articles in the Staff Regn!ations (Article 33-Separation
from service due to retirement, Article 39 (Amendment), snd Article 40 (Recourse). He appreciated the work by the
Executive Secretery in preparing these Staff Regulations and Rules which were considerably impsoved over the previous
version. With repard to Article 40, the United States sought ¢larification that any request for recourss to an administrative
decision would be brought to the attention of the Chairman of STACFAD by the Executive Secretary if requested by the
staff person in question. The Executive Secretary confirmed that this was the case.

14.3 The United States expressed the view that Article 3%.1 (Amendraent) meant that the retirement age of 63,
which could be mendated by Article 33 {(Separation from service due ta retirement), would not apply to persons currently
on the staff at ICCAT, as tha current Rules allow them to work beyond that age,

14_4 The Delegate of Canada expressed similar concerns regarding the application of the new Staff Regulations.
He was of the opinion that retirement should not be mandatary, but an opticnal privilege. He stressed that Article 33
(Separation from service due o retirement) shonld not apply to the current staff members, including the Executive
Secretmry, but should he binding for ail new employees.

14.3 The Executive Secrstary explained that the text of new Article 40 (Recourse) was already included in the
previous version of the Staff Repulations. He indicated that he had consuited with the FAQ Lepal Advisor in the
preparation of the revisians of these Rules, He noted that Article 39.1 (Amendment] 15 new, in order to respect the rights
already acquired by the staff members.

14.6 The Delegates of Spam, Partugal and France indicated their acceptance of Articla 33 as regards the retirement
ege of 62, since in their raspactive countries mandatory retirement is considered o privilege and not discrimination.

14.7 The Delegate of Japan also expressed that consideration should he given to present staff as regards already
acquired rights and privileges.

14.8 The Delegate of South Africe inquired whether the FAO Stuff Rules referred to in new Article 44 (Unforaseen
matters) had also been applied in the previous version of ICCAT Stalf Rules or if this was o new element introduced.

14,9 Dr, Fernandez responded that this had been sdded to the revised Staff Ruleg to take into account any
eventualities not specifically foreseen in the new Staff Rules.

14.10 The Executive Secretary proposed the aceeptance of the Staff Repulations and Rules and a waiver for the
present staff in the appheation of Article 33 {Separation from service due to retirement),

14.11 Several delepations indicated their acceptance of the revised Staff Rules and commended the Execulive
Seeretary for the waork done,
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1412 ThEJExecuﬁve' Secrstary thanked the Cnlj."ll'jl‘l_.i.&ﬂﬁ for its support and Igr:gnerosity. C e

14.13 In view of the differences of opi.nicm and criteria expressed by the delegations present, the Cheirman, upon
a request of the Delegate of Spain and with a view towards expediting the discussions, proposed STACFAD that the
Revised Staff Regulations and Rules remain provisional for one mare year.

14.14 The Ex&cutwe Secretary propossd tht Article 33, 're;,ardmg mandatory retirement, not he applizd t{urmg
this period,

1

14.15 The Chairman also propased that the dele.gatiohs study these Staff Regula_tipns thoraughly and suhﬁﬁt the.ir
comments and/suggestions to the Secretaciat and the Committee concurred with this proposed proceduse,

15. Other financial and administrative matters

15.1 The U.S. Delegate reiterated its support for the Guidelines on Ohservers that were adopted at the 1993
Commission Meeting, However, he asked that the Comrmittes consider a reduction in the amount of the fee (US$ 2,000},
in order to encovrage participation of non-Contracting Parties and organizations. :

P R

15.2 The Chairman indicated that these Guidelines and the amount of the fee had been aduptad after lengthy
discussions by an ad hoc working group and then adopled hy the, Commission P]&nary T

15.3 The Delegate of Spain was very interested in transparency, but she did 0ot agree | that non-members should
enjoy, for 2 minjmul fes, ali the advantague. {hat the Contracting Parties bave. She encpuraged those non-Contracting
Parties who are interested in [CCAT s ‘wark ta hecome Parties to the Cnnvnntmn The.rafore., Spam uppases any reduction
in the observer fees. o e s s

BN

15.4 The Delegates of Partugal and France suppcrtéd the views ekpfeséed by Spajn_"'

15.5 Dr. Fernandez indicated that the cost of the ICCAT sonual mesting amounts to more than 12 million pesetas,
whick corresponds to ubont 543,000 pesetus per member country, Using thess figures as a base, the ad hoc working group
arrived at the USH 2,000 ohserver fee in 1993, which represents less thean half the alorementioned cost per member
country.

15.6 The 11.8. Delepate asked that this item be included on the Apanda of the 1995 Commission mee.t'mg‘

Aot L

16. Date and place of the next meeting of STACFAD

1
16.1 Tt was agreed to hold the next STACFAD meeting at the sams time and place as the next Comrmt;';mn

meefmg
17. Adoption cf report
B '17.1 The draft STACEAD Repart was distributed at the final szssion and adopted through coﬁcs;mndé.nca at & latar
time,
18. Adjournment

18,1 The 1994 meeting of STACFAD was adjourned.
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Table 1. Budget adopted for 1995 (in pesetas)

TOTAL (Chapters 1 to 9)

BASIC BUDGET BUDGET INCL.
1994 ADOPTED FOR 1995 BIOSTATISTICIAN
CHAPTERS BUDGET OPTION C OPTION D
1. Salaries 77,216,000 79,500,000 79,500,000
2. Travel 3,158,000 4,316,000 * 4,316,000
3. Commission Meeting 5,898,000 6,193,000 6,193,000
4. Publications 3,473,000 3,647,000 3,047,000
5. Office Equipment 810,000 856,000 851,000
6. Operating Expenses 10,851,000 11,394,000 11,394,000
7. Miscellaneous 1,329,000 1,395,000 1,395,000
Sub-total (1-7) 102,735,000 107,295,000 107,296,000
8. Coordination of Research
a) Salaries 18,766,000 18,679,000 29,079,000
b) Travel to improve statistics 1,180,000 1,239,060 1,239,000
c) Port Sampling 1,736,000 1,823,000 1,823,000
d) Biostatistical Work 2,389,000 ** . 2,508,000 ** 2,508,000
¢) Electronic Equipment 1,736,000 1,823,000 1,823,000
.. .f) Data Processing 4,366,000 4,584,000 4,584,000
. g) Scientific meetings (incl. SCRS) 6,724,000 7,060,000 7,060,000
h) Miscellaneous 636,000 668,000 668,000
i) Albacore Research Program 0 0 0
j) Billfish Research Program *** . D 0 0
Sub-total (8a-8j) 37,533,000 37,784,000 48,784,000
Chap 9. Contingencies 0 2,202,000 2,202,000
140,268,000 147,281,000 158,282,000

* Includes "home leave” in 1995.
*#* Tneludes contract for biostatistical work,
#+* Funded by the Trust Fund for Billfish Research.



Table 2. Member country contribations to the 1995 Commission Budget

OPTION C Based on 1991 figures
Total Budget (Convertible Pesetas) = 147,281,000

Country Panels Panel Catch Canning C+C C+C TFee Panel Panel C+C Total
# - % MT MT MT % Conv. Pts Conv. Pts Conv. Pts Conv. Pts Conv. Pts
(A) B).__ (©) D) (E) ) (G) (H) ) (3 X)
Angola 2 5000 985 393 1.378 0.210 134,100 268,200 2,320,583 195,142 2,918,026
Brasil - 2 - 5000 27,076 ©+°1,790 28,866 4.404- 134,100 268,200 ° 2,320,583 4,087,794 6,810,677
Canada 3 6.667 1,571 0 LSTL . 0.240 134,100 402,300 3,094,111 222,474 3,852,985
Cap Vert 1 3.333 3,900 26 3926 0 0599 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 555,972 2,371,227
CSte d’Ivoire 1 3.333 4,800 3,500 8,300 °© ~1.266 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 1,175,386 2,990,641
Espana 4 8.333 189,004 44,055 233,059 35556 134,100 536,400 3,867,639 33,004,126 37,542,265
France 3 6.667 81,798 22,883 104,681 ,, .15.970 134,100 402,300 3,004,111 14,824,164 18,454,675
Gabon 1 3.333 0 0 0 0.000 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 0 1,815,256
Ghana 1 3.333 37,795 112 "37,907 - - "5.783 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 5,368,114 7,183,370
Guinea Ecuatorial 0. 1667 350 0 350 0.053 134,100 0 773,528 49,564 957,192
Guinee, Rep. de 0 1.667 0 0 0. ..0.000 134,100 0 773,528 0 907,628
Japan 4 8.333 54,399 0 54,399 ., 8.299 134,100 536,400 3,867,639 7,703,592 12,241,731
Korea 3 6.667 1,876 0 1,876 . .. 0.286 134,100 402,300 3,094,111 265,666 3,896,177
Marac 2 5.000 4,251 221 4,472 . - 0.682 134,100 268,200 2,320,583 633,292 3,356,176
Portugal 3 6.667 16,130 16,393 32,523 4.962 134,100 402,300 3,004,111 4,605,671 8,236,183
Russia 1 3.333 9,189 52 9,241 1.410 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 1,308,643 3,123,899
S.Tomé & Principe 1 3.333 539 0 539 0.082 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 76,329 1,891,585
South Africa 1 3.333 3,564 30 3,594 0.548 134,100 134,100 1,547,056 508,956 2,324,212
US.A. 4 8.333 26,142 60,277 86,419  13.184 134,100 536,400 3,867,639 12,238,032 16,776,171
Urugnay 0 1.667 368 11 379 0.058 134,100 0 773,528 53,671 961,299
Venezuela 2 5.000 36,440 5,553 41,993 6.407 134,100 268,200 2,320,583 5,946,744 8,669,627
Total 39 100 500,177 155,296 655,473 100 2,816,100 5,229,900 46,411,667 02,823,333 147,281,000

A: Pancl membership.

B: % annnal apd panel membership (G+H).

C: Catch (live weight).

D: Canued production (net weight),
E: Total (C+D).

F: Percentage distribution of E.

G: Pesetas equivalent to $1000 annual membership fee (at the time of calculation).
H: Pesetas equivalent to $1000 for each panel membership (at the time of caleulation).

I: 1/3 of (Total less G-+H) distributed according to col. B 95,
3: 2/3 of (Totul less G+H) distributed according to col. F %

K: Total (G+H+I+T)
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AGENDA OF THE

STACFAD

Appendix I to Annex 24

STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION (STACFAD)

Opening of the meeling

Adoption of Agends

Nomination of Rapporteur

Adeministrative Report (1994 activities)

Auditor's Repaort - 1993

Financial status of the 1st half of the biennial budget - 1994
Contributions pending payment from the Contracting Parties
Stetns of the Working Cepital Fund

Financiol status of the AThacore Research Program

. Financial statns of the Program of Enhanced Research for Billfish

Budgstary implications of 1995 Commission achivilios:

— Research and statigtics

— Intersessional meetings

== Proposal for an ICCAT Tuna Symposium
— Publications

-- Next meeting of the Commission

--  Others

Adoption of the 1595 budget

Adoption of the contributions of the Contracting Parties to the 1995 budget

Confirmation of the Staff Regulations and Rules
Qther financial and administrative matters

Date and place of the naxt meeting of STACFAD
Adoption of Report

Adjournment
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NATIONAL REPORT: -ANGOLA

NATIONAL REPORTS

NATTONAL REPORT OF ANGOLA®

1. 'Ifh‘e' fisheries

Ths tuna fishery of Angdlﬂ off the soutk Atfantic cosst is located in the area of Luanda, Benguela and
Namibia. This fishery carries out tuna landings, which provide the numerical data for the statistical data base.
darp - .

The Angola tuna catches are comprised mainly of average size fish (abbut 70 cm). The species tnken are
a8 follows: yellowfin tuna, skipjack tuma, Atlantic black skipjack, fiigate tuna, and Atlantic bonite.

3

Commercial dats are obtaired from the fishing logbooks.

2. The catches

The catch and effort data are presented in Table 1.

3. Research

No report on the assessment of the stock was presented due to insnfficient data, suck as data on the size
frequency distribution, age, growth, stc. This was due to the country's cconomic and financial situation caused
by the war. o

Table 1. Annual catches {in MT} of tunas, by species, 1990 to 1993

Species o 19580 1991 1992 C 1883

Yeliowfin tuna 181 636 44] 208 |
Skipjack tuna 69 33 41 .;' _ 13 o
Atlantic hlack skipjack 99 193 14 17
Frigaie tuna 1 - - -
Atiantic bonito 1 45 4" . 2
TOTAL CATCH Con 462 927 s00 240
EFFORT ’ 4 3 4 T

* Original report in Frenzh.
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NATIONAL REPORT OF BRAZIL ~
by

J. H. Meneses de Lima ~

1. Status of the fisheries
1.1 Fleet Development

In 1893, the Brazilian longline flest consisted of 19 vessels, 14 based at Santos (Sao Paulo) and five at
Natal (Rio Grande de Norte). The Santos longline flecl is made up of small and medium sized vessels {total
size and GRT rang:ng from 24 to 33 and 97 ta 149, mspwtivl,ly) while for the Matal fleet all vessels are of
small ‘size {less than 73 metérs Ioﬂg) Them wag &n mc:reaﬂc n ﬂﬁ:ﬂt mza from 1952 ta 1993 dne to two. new
hoatd of 22 mietérs total“length fhat thtered the Naial fleet.

'Up' t6 1990 only Japanese flag lofigliners were chartefed by Brazilian fishing companies. These vessels
were based af Rio Grande do Sul apd their annual numbers in operation tanged from thres to six vessels, In
1891, 11 chartered Tuiwanese longliners started fishing from Rio Grande do Sul and, ln 199 another proup
of 11 Taiwanesz longliners started a fishery based at Belem (northern Brazil).’ e

The Taiwanese flezt from Rio Grande do Sul increased to 15 vessels in 1992 and to 18 in 1993, stapping
operations in 1994, As to the fleet hased at Relem, the number of vessels increased to 14 in 1993, and at
present they are sHll engaped in this fishery.

A small number of other foreign flag longliners were chartered by Brazil: ons Honduran, one Japanese
and two Partuguese vessels in 1992, and one Honduran, two Japunese and one Spanish vessel in 1993, Except
for the Jupanese vessels, all the others were medinm sized vessels, with tatal length ranging from 26 to 39
mEterS' . . wr O . . . ' . e A " e . . . - .

Since 1992, when'the léased Japdnese baitboats were mcurporated into the nationdl ﬂeet thare are. on!y -
Brazilian vessels operating in this fishery. For the period 1992-1993, & total of 57 vessels were engawd in the
fishery.

In 1891, newly biilt vessels equipped with brine fréezing systems entered -into the fishery, and at present,
with the incorporation of the. ]essed vessels into the national fleet, there are seven treezer baltbaats engaged
in the fishery, all of them in the over 151 GRT cntegory

The anpual number of tune vessels (Iunglmcrs and baitboats) operating in Brazilian waters ft}r the panod-‘
1992-1993 is shown in Table 1. '

1.2 Fishing areas

Loengline fisheries are carried out along most of the Brazilian coast. National apd foreign leased longliners
based at Santos only fish south of 15°8, The Brazilian longline fleet hased in the northeast region operates in
the area between 0° and 20°5 (latitude). During the last fow vears, this fleet has been tarpeting yellowfin (using
handline) in the first half of the year and targeting sharks during the rest of the year, when fishing effort
{longline) is concentrated around coastal banks of higher shark catch rates.

The baitboat fleet continued to operate in the treditional fishing ground, between 20" and 34°S, with the
highest concentration of fishing effort in the area between 24° and 30°S.

* Original report in English,
¥ Ipstine Drasileien do Mein Ambiente ¢ dos Recurans Naturnie Renoviveis (TBAMA)
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1.3 Catches

Catches of tuna and tupa-like species laken by longliners in Brazilian waters during the years 1988 through
1993 are shown in Table 2. Total catches of the leased fleet amounted to 10,243.2 MT in 1993, fallowing the
continuous increasing trend which started in 1991 as a result of the increase in the fleet size. This fleel ix
mainly compesed of Taiwanese flag vessels that target albacore, ‘which has become the dominant species in
catches since 1991, For the Brazilian longline fleet, the 1993 total cateh was 1302.1 MT, with a pradominance
of swordfish catches.

Table 3 shows catches by Brazilian and Japanese lersed baitboate for the period 1988-1991, Afterwards,
with the incorporation of the leased vessels into the national fleet by October 1992, all catches are presented
as Brazilian flag. Total catches in 1593 (21,135 MT) were similer to those of the year betore {21,563 MT).
The target spucies is skipjuck, which represents about 85% of the total catch. There are differences in species
compm.ilion between fisheries from Ric de Janeiro, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul, as sach fishery
operatas in a different fishing ground. For the Rio de Janeiro fleet, yellowfin catches are higher than for the.
other fleets.

Tunas are also caught in artisanal fisheries from northeastern Brazil, There are, however, no data availahle
for the last few years for these fisheries. Reparding the funas canght as by-catch in surface fisheries in
southeastern Brazil, data are available only for landings effected in Rio de Janeiro, which showed a total eatch
of 1,023.1 MT in 1993, with Atlantic little tuna sppearing as the dominant species (37 % of the total cateh)

2. Research

The "Instituto Brasileiro do Meio Ambientz & dos Recursos Naturais Renovdveis (IBAMA)", through its
regional units (CEPENE and CEPSUL) located in the nartheast and south regions of Brazil, has been in charpe
of the collection and compilation of Brazilinn fishery data, except for the state of Seo Paulo, where this nctmt}-
is carried out by the "Institnto de Pesca".

The collection of tuna statistics and sampling for size frequency of the muin species hgs continued, There
has been some problem with cateh and effort data collestion for the baitboat fleet hased in Rio de Janeirp and
for the Taiwnness leased longliners based at Bslem, resulting in low coverage rate of loghnaks, The caverape
Tate ‘of lsgbooks for the other fleets has been normal.

Diiring 1993, a total of 5,163 skipjack ead 1,268 yellowfin were measured for length fregquency
distribution from landings of baitbosts at Santa Catarina. Port sampling for size frequency of vellowfin landed
by Brazilian longliners in nartheast Brazil was also casried out. :

Many Brazilian catch and effort data from long]ine fisheries that were missing from the ICCAT data hase
wers submitted in 1994, together with some new series of data, including mfurmatlcm on the number of hooks
per basket for the period 1985 to 1993,

Following a recommendation made st the [CCAT Data Preparatory Mesting for South Atlantic Tuna
Fisheries (1992, Recife), anmual weight frequency data for yellowfin, albacore and bigeys landed by national
longliners based at Santos {1978-1983) have been compiled and submitted to ICCAT.

3. Special meetings

The iCCAT Data Preparatory Meeting for South Atlantic Abundance Indices was held at
CEPENE/IBAMA, in Temandaré, Pernambuce, from 3-8 August, 1994, This mesting was originally proposed
by the Swordfish Stock Assessment Group, at its meeting 1n 1993, and it wus aimed to develop standardized
catch rates from South Atlantic fleets. Participants from Brazil, Cape Verde, Jupaz, United States and Taiwan
University, and a member of the ICCAT Secretariat attended the meeting.

[BAMA was respansible for the arrangements in preparation and local coordinrtion of the meeting and also
sponsored the participation of Brazilian sciantists rasponsible for the collection of statistics and sampling data
from the different arees of Brazil.
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n, C

4. Shark fisherics

In recent” years thére has been an’ 1ncrease in shark catches taken by Brazilian long}mers, wl-nch renchgd
“about 60% of total calches, Fourteen spocies of shark were idenlified in the fishery of longliners based at Natdl
(Rio Grande do Norte), with the Blue shark {Prm.uace glauca) and the carcharhinus sharks being the most
important species, represenhng naarly 95% of the total shark catch. For the longline fleet brged at Santnb (Sau
Paulo}., 31 species were identified, with 15 spécies being caught repularly. The main species are 5epnrated into
five groups: Blus shark, shortfin mako {Jsurus Oxyrinchus), thresher shark (Alopiidae), hammerhead shark
(Sphyrnidae} and carcharhinus sharks. The blue shark is the dominant species in catches, representing about
30% of the total catch of Santos longliners. '

As regards the longline leased flest, species composition of catches shows a small percentage of sharks
in comparison with the Brazilian fleet. Although the high proportion of sharks in catches of the Brazilian
longling flest results from a change in ﬁéhin.g practice, as fishermen have been continucusly targeting sharks
(seeking ‘areas and seasons with higher concentrations of sharks), dus to the better price of shark in the market,
figures for sharks canght by the leased fleet are probably underestimated.

Data from on board observer programs have shown that the majority of sharks caught by the leased flest
ate 'finned and discarded at sea, only catches of a few species of high economic value being retained on board.
'Bited on the waight of shark fins landed by four leased longliners during 1993, it was shown that the catch
reported by these vessels as sharks and other species represented less than 50 % of the estimated catch. Shark
catches by both the Brazilien and the leased longline fleets are shown in Tuble 4, for the period 1985-1993.

5. Data collection systems

A part of 'a national program for the collection of fishery statisties, Brazil has implemented two statisticnl
solleétion’ systems, one for landings and one for logbooks. All masters of fishing vessels over 20 GRT are
required to submit logbooks, completsd in full on a daily basis, at ths end of each trip. This requirement also
applias to foreign leased vessels operating in Brazilian waters. Penalties applied if logbooks are not submitted
include fines and cancellation of fishing licenses. In the beginning, the logbook system was supported by a
petwork of data collectors based at the main landing ports, and when the logbooks had not been completed on
board, the information was collected by interviewing the ship mesters. In receot yeers, given the limited number
of persongnel available for the collection of data, the logbook returns decrensed, and for some baitboat fisheries,
the loghook coverage has been very low, about 20-40% of trips. Lopbook coverage for longliners has been
100% for the Japanese leased fleet and the natiomal fleet, and 80% for the Taiwanese flest based in southern
‘Brazil. Actions are being taken to improve the rate of logbook retums of the Taiwanese fleet based in northern
Brazil.

Statistics oc calches landed after each trip are collected directly from the buyers’ sales sheet, or are
submitted on the appropriate forms by the fishing companies or bont owners.

6. Tuna management measures

ICCAT recommendations of minimum weight Iimits for ysllowfin and bigeye have heea implemé:nted in
domestic legislation in 1973 and 1981, respectively. As regards the swordfish minimum size and weight
recommendation, actions are being taken to speed up the process of implementation of this measure, All
domestic legislation on tuna management measurss also applies to foreign leased vessels operating in Brazilian
waters which are considered as Brazilian vessels by national legislation on tisheries,
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Table 1. Distribution of tuna vessels that pperated in Brazilian waters, vesscl flag and port base,

1992-1993 . '
1992 1993
Flaet Port base Baitboat  Longline  Baitboat Longling - -
Rio G. do Norte - 3 - 5
Rio de Jaoeiro g5+ — 3™ -
Brazilian Sao Paulo — 14 - 14
Santa Catarina 3 — 30" -
Rio G. da Sul - — i .-
Sub-roral - 57 17 57 13
Heoduras (1) Sao Paulo - 1 - 1
jnpanese {1} h Rio C. do Sul - 1 - 1
" Portuguese (1) . 8ao Panlo - 2 - -
Spanish (1) Sao Panlo - -- - 1
Taiwensse (1} Para - 11 - 14
Rio G. do Sul -- 15 - i8
Sub-tore - 30 - k{s]
TOTFAL ' 57 47 57 55

(1) Foreign vesaele leased by, Brawil

* Included § baitbonts over 131 GRT.

«* Included 2 freezer baitbosts uver 151 GRT.
wHd  Freczer boilboats (over 151 GRTD.
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Table 2. Catchies (MT) of luna and tuna-like fishes tuken by the Brazilian and foreign leased
longline fieets, 1988-1993

Species - Fiees 1988 1989 1990 1991 1957% 1993%
o W¥ET L T Brazilian 4216 4916 5328 2475  257.8  395.6
Yellowfin Leased 377.0 634.1 121.n 3336 568.6 1,627.4
' Brazilian 66.3 61,1  129.0 57.8 920  54.0
Albacore Leased 327.4 372.4 355 1,021.9  3,629.] 4,333.3
- Brazilian 61.1 41.0 56.9 42.6 25.5  4,666.0

Bigeye Lesnsed 8849 471.5 534.4 307.2 759.3 1,510.5
‘Brazilian 692.5  926.2 1,023.7  720.7  623.8 618.8

Swordfish Leased 469.5 241.6 679.3 3904 1,979.4 1,603.3
Brazilian 109.5 122.7 91.% 57.3 32.1 45.6

Suilfish Leased 5.7 0.9 1.5 E.6 231.3 176.7
Brazilian 113.6 172.7 160.7 280.5 7.1 < 78.0

White marlin ILeased 34.8 31.5 40.9 93.5 §51.0 349.5
Brazilian ! 19.5 30.0 - - 19:2 - 16.5 16.8 15.9

Blue marlin Leased 44.3 98.8 30.8 42.7 108.8 139.3
Brazilian 4.1 4.1 10.% 40.2 61.3 48.2

Other** Leased o 3.2 6.9 10.1 35.7 213.5 . 304.2
Brazitian 1,488.6 1,849.4 2,025.1 1,463.1 - 1,226.5 ~ 1,302.1

TOTAL Leased 2,246.8 1,787.7 1,774.4 23,4356 7,001,0 10,243.2

* Preliminery estimetes.
#% Includes Acanthocybium aplandri.
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Table 3. Catches (MT) of tuna and tuna-like fishes tnken by the Brazilian and Japanese leased
baithoat Feets, 1988-1993

Species Fleet 1988 1989 1990 1951 1952 1983

Brazilian 9,963 14,218 13,290 14,477 18,544 17,570

Skipjack Leaged 7.264 8,311 6,735 5,947 - —--
Total 17,227 20,549 20,025 20,424 18,944 17,570

Brazilian 1,446 1,331 £62 1,109 2,731 3,157

Yellowfin Leased 145 45 92 a0 = -—
' e Totel 1,593 1,376 034 1,169 2,731 3,157
Brazilian 343 184 268 368 288 428

Others Leased 3 2 15 - -— -—
Total 345 186 283 368 288 428

Brazilian 11,751 15,733 14,420 16,065 21,963 -

TOTAL Leassd 7,416 4,378 6,842 6,007 -— -—
Tatal 15,1567 22,111 21,262 22,072 21,963 21,135

Table 4. Catches of pelagic sharks by the Brazilian and fureign leased longline fleets and their
percentage composition in relation fo the total catches, 1988-1993

Fleet
Year Brazilian % Leased %
flzet flear
1948 1,258.4 453.0 481.4 17.7
1989 1,962.4 50.0 . 211,1 10.6
1990 2,706.4 55.3 391.4 18,1
1991 2,517.9 60.1 403.5 14.2
1992 1,999.8 &60.0 574.8 7.6

1993 1,132 60.6 1,439.0 iz.3
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NATIONAL REPORT OF CANADA '

Ll - " by
: . o ; J. M. Parter ™

1. Introduction

The Capadisn Department ‘of Fisheries #nd Oceans has responsibility for Canadian fisheries
management and statistics, and for research on Atlantic Iargr. pelagic species fished in Canadian waters
in support of thie ICCAT Convention. Canadian research programs are conducted for swordfish and tunas
at the Biclogical Station, St. Andrews, New Brunswick, end for larpe pelagic sharks st the Bedford
Institute of QOceancgraphy, Dartmounth, Nova Scotia. Beginning in 1994, the fisheries ars nmnaged on a
calendsr ycnr basis; prior to 1994, management was on an April to March basis, :

2. Status of the Fisheries
2.1 Bluefin tuna

_ The Canadian nominal landings of Atlantic bluefin tuna in 1993 were 458.6 MT (round) (Tahle 1),
leaving 128.% MT of the combined 1992-93 quota {1,031 MT) uncaught. The majar fisheries took place
off southwest Nova Scotin (Hell Hole between Browns and Georges banks, and Bay of Fundy) -
approximately 2235 MT {49% of Canadian catch). Gne hundred and eleven MT of bluefin were caught in
the Guif of St. Lawrence, 26 MT were caught off Newfourdland (tail of Grand Banks and Virgin Rocks),
and zbout 45 MT wers: harvested off northeastern Nova Scohia. A sxgmﬁcant catch (29 MT) was taken
in the St. Margarét’s Bay fish trap fishery. In the 1993-94 fishing seasaii'the Canadian offshore longline
vessel fishery which directs towards tuna species other than bluefin within Canada’s 200-mile fisheries
zone caught 20.3 MT of its 35 MT bluefin by-catch 1imit {Table 2), though a tofal of 25 MT was caught
in the 1993 calendar year. _ .

2.9 Swordﬁ.s‘h o o e . L

The Cenadian nm:mnnl landings of swnrdﬁsh in 1993 wers ,d,_.33 7 MT (mund} taken mainly by
longline (59 %), with smaller landings by the harpoon fishery (Table 3). The mean weirht {round) of
longlined and harpooned swordfish caught in the Canadian fishery .was 56 kg and: 129 kp, respectively
{Tuhte 3}. Fifteen
percent of the Canadian landings by number in 1993 constituted small fish as defined by the TCCAT
sword[ish recommendations for regulatory measures { <25 kg round, Table 3).

2.3 Sharks and other tupas =~

Historically, blue shark, porbeagie and shortfin mako have been a hy-catch of the Canadian
swordfish and groundfish longline fisheries. The pelagic longline fishery also takes ather shark species.
A directed porbeagle fishery by the Faercese in Canudian walers was also permitted under a 1981
Fisheries Apreement, Since 1991, however, Canadian interest io sharks has increased; several boats kave
been directing for the mackerel sharks. The 1993 reported landings of 1,028 MT are summarized by
species in Tabie 1; the catch of sharks in Canadian waters is believed to bes higher than is currently
reported because of discarding and no previous requircment to identify as to species. These problems are
being sddressed through regulatory amendments planned for 1994,

Albacore, bigeye and yellowhin tuna were directed for by one Canadian offshore longline vessel
(Table 2), as well as by the swordfish longline fleet (Table 1),

¥ Oripinal report in Enplish,
**+ Peingic Fisherias Section, Biclogical Stainn, Deperiment of Fisheries & Ocean, St. Andrews, N.B.
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3. Research Studies

In March 1993, & research propram for large, plel'ﬂgic: sharks was initiated at the Bedford Instituts
of Qceanography, Dartmouth, Neva Scotia (P. Hurley).

In July 1963, the ICCAT Workshop on the Technical Aspects of Methodologies which Account for
Individual Growth Variability by Age (COM-SCRS/23/17) was hosted by the Biolopical Station, St.
Andrews, New Brunswick, and convened by I. M. Porter. Twenty-two people attended, representing six
countries or crganizations.

In August 1993, the large pelagics program in St. Andrews aequired an assessment hiologist (H.
Stone).

Canada participated in U.S. Cooperative Tagging System Workshop (October},
3.1 Bluefin una

o ‘Preliminary analysis of efforl using existing Jog records for the Canadian Hell Hole fishery wa#
gtlempted, but logs were determined to be inadeguate both in design and completion by the fishermen.
New log record forms were designed (o capture the effort information and implemented for the 1983
fishery.

Implementat;on Uf a Dockside Monitering Program in southwest Nova Scotia in 1993 has resulted
in more compléte covernge of dressed weights and dressed lengths of all fish landed in that area. In
addition, 10% of the vessels of the fleets fishing in the Hell Hole were required fo carry observers.
Observer coverage of By of Fundy fishing activities was also undertaken. Observers measnged fork length
and dressed length for each fish.

Tag reccve.rles from the 1920-92 Hell Hole tagping were received, At the end of 1993, there were
21 of the 154 tngs recovered, either fram the Hell Hole or New Englaud fisheries (SCRE/93/50).

Preliminary histological analysas were undertaken of the bluafin gonads sampled from the Canadian
and U.S. fisheries in 1391-92 ({cooperative between DFO and Acadia University).

3.2 Swordfish

The Fisheries Act was implemented to require fishermen to submit individual weights of all
swordfish landed (tally sheets), providing mare complete size information for the Canadian swordfish
landings (50% of catch sampled in 1993).

Further analysis of the CPUE data (1951-92) was conducted.

Port sumpling for swordfish lengths and weights continued.

At-sen sampling by the Canadian Observer Program was conducted on Japanese longline vesssls
while in the Canadian 200-mile fisheries zone.

3.3 Shorkrs and other tunas

The scientific research program for pelagic sharks initiated at the Redford Institute of
Oceanography, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, was as follows:

-~ Initiated amalysis of CPUE and at-sea sampling data collected by the Canadian Observer
Propram on Fazrcese longline vessels directing for porbeagle shark in the Canadian 200-mile
fisheries zone {1973-92).

-~ Initiated analysis of the shark bycatch of Japanese longline vegsels directing for tupas in the
Canadian 200-mile fisheries zone {1977-92),
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-~ At-sea sampling hy the Canadian Ohserver Program will be conducted on-Feerdege and
Japnnese longline vessels while in the Canasdian 200-mile fisheries zone and on Canadlan
offshare longline vesssls directing for non- regn]ated tunas o

.

--  Conducted purt samplmg of sharka landed by the recreatmna] fishery,

Biological sampling of tiie ‘otheér hinds has been conducted on the Canadian offshore and Japanese

fisheries within the Canadian 200-mile fisheries zone: There was limited sampling of the domestic fleet:
{submission of tally sheets and logs, and observer caverage).

4, Management

4.1 Bluefin tuna

In respeonse to new ICCAT regulatory recommendations, Canads implemented a 2-year {1992-93)-

Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery management plan, The bluefin tuna flshery on the Atlantic coast was subjact

to the following measures in 1993:

L

e Quom:‘A quotn of 587 MT:‘ is'signed in’ accordance with the provision that uncaupght 1992

quota was mads available for the 1893 fishery. The combined total for both years (1,031 MT)

represents an overall reduction of 10% as per the ICCAT messures. This quota provides for

fishing allocatiuns for the seven' inskore n:anagement units--and the offshore longline fishery,

—  Consulrarion: Fishing seasons and quotas for each mm:lagement aren were made in consultation
" with industry and strictly monitored by DFO; o

—  Limited Eniry: The aumber of regular directed bivefin tuna licences was limited to 719, plus
3R restricted activity licences, 4 fish trap licences in St. Margar&t 5 Buy (bynatch uf biuefin},
and one offshore licence {by catch of 35 MT of bluefin); -

' Restricrions: Strict vessel replacement management fishing - areas and licence tramsfer

requirements were enforced;

--  (ear: Gear restrictions were as follows: commercial fishery limited to rod &nd real and/or-
tended line {must be attached to vessel; maximum of two lines, each with one hook fished at
one timé); charter limited to rod and reel; pelagic lomgline in offshore fishery. Elecmc
harpoons were permitied on an additionzl one-year expenmental basis; 5

".Jl_i.Jr

--  Tags: As in previous years, all bluefin must be tagged, when caught, with a uniquely
numbered identificution tag. This was used 1o comjuncticn with loghooks for the purpose of
catch monitoring.

In 1993, 584 licensed fishermen actually participated in the directed bluefin tuna fishery (Table 4).

QOne offshore licence was issued for tunas other than bluefin with & bycatch of 35 MT of bluefin. Four
fish trap licences in St. Murgaret's Bay were re-issued, allowing a bycateh of bluefin (Table 4y -~

4.2 Swordfish

214

ol t

The 1993 Atlantic Swordfish Flshmg Plan contained the following management TGHSUres:

--  Quera: A guota of 2,000 MT was sssigned for 1993 and broken down as follows- v

Total Quota ' : 2,000 MT
By-catch for Canadian offshore tuna vessels : 60 MT
Cunadian longline and harpoon guota S 1,940 MT

By-carch: (i) Lnngliﬁe vessels directing for swordfish were permitted to ‘direct-for tuna other than
bluefin; (ii) A 60 MT (maximum) swordfish byeatch quota was provided for the offshore Canadian
tuna fishery.
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—  Arear A condition of licence appeared on all swordfish licences: "Valid for NAFO Conventian

Suhareas 3, 4 and 5 anly, excluding Fishing Zones 1 aad 2 of Canada® {Gulf of St. Lawrence and
Bay of Fundy}.

- Limired Entry: Swordfish Jongline licences and swordfish barpoon licences were available only to
fishermen who held such licences in 19972,

— Gear! Only swordfish longline and harpoon gear permitted.

- Smalil Fish: A prohibifion oa the taking and landing of swordfish less:than 25 kg (live weight) was
comtinued. A lenpth equivalent for this measure was 1235 cm fram the fork of the tail to the tip of
the lower jaw, Veussels were limited to 13% tolerance of the number of fish per landing.

- Opening Date: The opening date for swordfishing was May 1 for the 1953 season.

Seventy-five licensed swordfish lonpline fishermen (directed fishery) were active in the 1993 fishery
on the edge of the Scotian Shelf and the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, Participation has increased since
1088 due to pressure from the closare of groundfish fisheries (Table 3}, Although a total of 1421
fishermen are eligible for harpoon licences, only 72 were aclive, In addition, one offshore licence was

issued for tunas ather than blusfin (bipeys, albacore, yellowfin) with a swordfish hycalch provision of 60
MT.

4.3 Sharky and other runas

In 1993, there were no management plans for sharks or tunas other than bloefin.

5, Preliminary Informalion for 1984 S

See Ammex for 1994 Managemsat Plans for Atlaatic Bluafin Tuna, Atlantic Swordfish, Atlantic
Porbeagle, Shortfin Mako and Blue Sharks. :

5.1 Bluefin tunc
Details of the 1994-93 managsment plan are as follows (if different from the 1982-93 pluan):

~  Quora: A quota of 817 MT was allocaied among seven inshore management units and the offshore
fishery (including trip limits). The 1994-85 quota is divided equally between the two years and
uncaught 1994 quota will be added to the 1985 quota. A preliminary quoty of 408 MT was pul in
place for 1994.

- Minimum Size: Mo person shall have (n possession any blnefin tuna that weighs less than 30 kg.

The inshore bluelin tuna fishery was closed on 24 September 1994 when the quote of 383 MT was
reached. Twenly-five MT remain for the offshere fishery. Some incidental fish were caught in herring
weirs arpind Grand Manan Island, Mew Brunswick {Bay of Fundy), but were reledsed alive. The fish
traps in St. Marpgarets Bay have caught 78 MT in 1984, The catches in sonthwest Nova Scotia have
declined, prabably due to a combinstion of fish abundance, mapagement meaysures and re-deploymeant of
the fleet slsewhers, Reported sightings of small, medium and gianl tunas have been frequent during 1990-
84; this may imply some improvement in tha western. bluefin stock as a result of the restrictive
management measures in place since 1982,

The scientific research program at the Biological Station, 3t. Andrews was as follows:

-~ Preliminary estimates from the 1990-82 tagping experiment of population size, exploitation rates
and migration patterns were presented at the at the American Fisheries Society {August).

-- Hail monitoring for all bluefin tuna lazded in Nova Scotia, resulting in more complele coverage of
dressed weights and dressed lengths.
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Data entry underiaken by Statistics Branch for all tuna landed in Nova Scotia.in 1994, to spE:E‘.d the

._s.va1lub1l1ty of data to scientists. ) U T,

Ve T TRNAN |
Five tag recoveries from the 1990-92 tapping: 4 back in the Hell Hole, and one from a Morocean
,trapnet in the east AHantic.

N T T SR

3.2 Swardfish

Opening date for the 1994 was 1 June. The nomiral Canadian landings as of 10 October 1994 were
1243 MT and the fishery is still in progress. :

The scientific research program at the Biolngical Station, St, Aﬁdraws, New .Brunswick was as follows:

Hail monitoring implemented for all swordfish landed im Capada. This shouldlensura. 100%
submission of log records, individual weights of fish and total landings. Data are to be provided
in a computerized form to hlologlsts in 1994, , -

Detailed edltmg and screemng of the 1962-1993 CPUE data was conductsd prior to the 1994 u.pdnte
of the biomass index.

An age-specific index of relative abundance has been caleulated for swordfish caupht by longline
in Canads [1988-03),

A juvenile swordfish {< 125 cm) mark-recapture study involving DFO Science and the swardfish
Industry was initiated in 1984. A tatal of 160 swordfish have been.tagged between Gecorpges Bank
and the Grand Banks, with ona recovery zast of the Flemish Cap by & Spanish longline vessel.

At-sea hoardings of swordfish longline vessels have provided measurements of live fish.

5.3 Sharks and orher tunas

Regulatory amendments were made in May 1994 and e Fishery Management Plan.for porbeagie,
shortfin mako and blue sharks has been implemented {sex Annex). The Plan includes provisions for a
limited entry commercial fishery, gear restrictions, a prohihition of finning shurks, snd the collection of
fishing and biclogical data. Precautionary catch Ievels for a directed lonpline fishery for sharks were set
as follows: 1,500 MT for porbeagle, 250 MT for shortfin mako, end 250 MT._for blue shark.

The research program for pe]agu. sharks was as follows;

. A shack tag and release program was initiated.

Port 'sampling of sharks will be established as the commercial fishary dsvelops.

Historical CPUE and at-sea sampling data coliected by the Canadian Observer Prngraﬁn on Faeroese
longline vessels directing for parbeagle sharks in the Canudian 200-mile fisheries zone was anulyzed
for comparison of data from Canadian vessels directing for porbeagle.

The lopbook/tally sheet system unsed for Canadian swordfish vesseis.‘wa_s' .m;)di_ﬁc'cl.‘tcl: enable
colleetion of CPUE and gize composition data from Canadian vessals directing for pelagic sharks,
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Tuble 1. Summary of 1993 Canadian [andings (MT round weight) of large pelagic fish species.

Spacies 1997

landings

Swordfish 2,233.9
Bluefin tuna 458.6
Albacere tuna 8.7
Bigeye tuna 124,1
Yellowfin Ituna 71.5
Unspecified tung 0.1
Blue shark 20.8
Shkorthin mako 152.2
Porbeagle . £32.0
Unspecifiad sharks 22.7

Tuhlc 2. Catches (MT round weight) of the Canadian offshore large pelagic Fishery which directs

for non-regulated tunas, 1987-04 *

Species 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 1880-51 1091-92 1992-83 19093-94
ALB 21 47 22 21 + + 6.7
BET 144 85 31 13 0 + 11.1
YFT 40 30 7 14 + + 1.3
BFT# 33 104 33 28 13 1.2 21.3
SWQ*# 15 14 6 9 0 . -+ 33.0

i@

e
4

Prior to 1994, this Hshery waoa menaged on a 1 April-311 March haais, Beginnfop in 1994, monogement will be on u

enlendar year basis.

Species reguloied by Canzdion quotn repulationa.

<1 MT.

217
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Table 3. Summary of 1988-93 active licenses, swordfish landings. (MT round weight), average weight
of fish (kg round) and percenatage of small fish*

1930

) 1988 [989 1991 1952 1943
Number of active licenses o
Longlioe s 3o 52 50 A3 46 75
Hurpoon + + + . 61 72 72
Catch (MT)
Longline o BR7 1,097 819 551 1.486 2,208
Harpoon 24 146 53 73 60 28
Total : 911 1,243 911 1,026 1,346 2,234
Averape weight (kg)
Longline 30 52 61 61 57 56
(# sampled) . (1,315) (3,502)  (10,280) (8,111)  (5,904) (19,469)
Harpcon — 129 138 78 ¥ 129
((# sampled) (Y] (637) {164) (t46) (138) {1531}
% of catch of small fish* 16 16 11 11 i6 15
{hy number)
23 a3 50

% of catch sampled 7

11

40

* <35 Ly round weight.
+ Undetermined number, but <100,

o

R

Table 4. Distribution of bluefin tuna & swordfish fishing licenges by region and species* in 1993

Number of licenses

Bluefin Swordfish longline
Regian . Tomal Active Toral . Active

Qa0 616 500 0 o

Newfoundland ™ W §EwEE 24 " 7 ? ‘
Scotia-Fundy 32 32 69 68
5i. Margaret's Bay 4 4 - -
Quebec 34 28 o 0
7al 5B& 16 75

¥ Only bluefin lung and swordfish are regulnled by limited enlry,

“¥ Figh trap licenses with by-cotch of blucfin Lns.

#+% 38 of these lfcenses are subject 1o o reduced level of fishing activity and rastrictad 10 MAFO Divisians 3ILNO.

Note:  Active fishermen are those that picked up their licenses, license conditions and 1ags, ind may or may not have

octuslly fishes
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. ANNEX
1994 MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR CANADIAN LARGE PELAGIC SPECIES -
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna

Atlantic Swordfish
Arlaniic Porbeagle, Shortfin Mako and Blue Sharky

1994 ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA MANAGEMENT PLAN

Items specific to the 1994 Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Management Plan are outlined in the following section,

General information on the licensing policy and gerr types cnn be found on pages 9-10.

1. Lice

a)

b)

d)..

e)

-g)u

nsing

In 1594, the 26 temporary 3LNQ' licences issued in the Newfoundland Region will continue to be
issued to the [ist of elipible fishermen on a rotations| basis, These 3LNQ licences are subject to
retuced access to the fishery in respect to both area 1o be fished and level of activity.

One offshore fishing licence for yellowfin, bigeye and albacore tunas with a biuefin tuna bycaleh
provision will be issued for the 1994 fishery.

Tuna licences available in 1993 to charter boat vperators cannot be reissued for use in the commercial
fishery. N

+Tuna fishing licences-are valid for the areas indicated on the licence.

The short-term leasing af vessels owned or registered by fishermen from another DFQ Region, for
use in the bluefin tuna fishery is not permitted. However, for the purpose of short-term vessel leasing
or usc in the Gulf of St. Lawrence bluefin tuna fishery, the Quebec and Gulf regions will be
considerad as one.

Mo bait licences will be issued:for the bluefin tuna fishery. However, special provisions may be
necessary due to the ced moratorium.

All Uthm: licansing pmvisiuﬁs #s outlined in the Commercial Fisheries Lice.nsi:ig Policy for Eastern
Canada will apply.

Licences will be made valid for the areas indicated on the licence and for the region of issue only.
Any fishing- activity cutside of DFO regional boundaries will be permitted only by specific licence
conditions issued by the region where the fishing activity takes place. '

2. Seasons and Quotas

4} Seasons:

i) The bluefin tuna fishing season runs from Japuary 1 to December 31 esch year.

ii) Opening and closing dates for charter boat operators can be varied by condition of licence

depending on availability of quota set eside for charter boat operations.

1 Subarcos and Divisions of the NAFO Coavention Arca are shown i Figure 1.
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b) Quotas:

ch bﬁ;h ore:

The total Canadian-gquata, for bluefin tune caupht by all gear types and for all aress for 1994-and 1995 is
817 t. The 1994-95 quoata is dividad equally between the 1994 and 1995 seasons (408 t/408 1), Uncaught
1994 quota will be added to the 1995 quota.

This quota will provide for fishing sllocations for the seven recognized management units and the offshore
longline licence-halder for bigeye, yellowhn and albagore tunas.

® Rluefin tuna management uniis are:
- Prince Edward Island
- Newfoundland
- The Guif Share of Nova Scatia
- Quebec
- Gulf of New Brunswick
- Southwest Nova Scotia
.-, St, Margaret's Bay

A total of 25 t of bluefin tuna will be made available as a byeatch provision for the one licence-holder
in the 1994 offshore fishery for bigeye, yellowfin and albacore {unas.

d) Jnshore:

1=

Quotas will be allocated in the followinp manner:
i) Each of the seven bluefin tunz mansgement arens will receive an initigl allocation of 35 tonnes.

iy A reserve of 50 t will be established for a possible. traditional late season fishery in 8t. George's
Bay. - e :

iii)  Ap initial Atlantic-wide reserve will be established at 88 t.
) Additional quata allocations (DIPS) will be provided as follows:

- 1f a management area runs out of initial allocation, it will be entitled to a second allocation (BTP)
of 35 tonnes from the reserve.

- A DIP must he completely exhansted before a new DIP is permitted.

- A "cap" of 105 t, an-initial allocation and two éuhsequent dips, will be placed on the amount
of tona that can be harvested by the fleats in any one management area, pending a review of
remaining quoie on September 23, 1994, '

- When & managemenl arca has used up its quota from the initial sllocation and subsequent
available DIPS, that fishery will be closad by order of the Regional Director General.

v) In order to ensure the availability of quota for traditional fisheries in local arsas, a limit of 35 t
will. be placed on the quantity of fish which may be harvested by vessels outside their own. DFO
manuagement region. : :

- (Conditions under which this fish may be harvested during 1994 will be determined during local
working group consultations, Repardless of where bluefin is caught, it will be counted against
the quota of the homeport of the vessel.

NOTE;An exception to the 33 t limit on the quantity of fish which may be harvested by vessels outside
their own DFO management region, will be made for tune caught in NAFQ Area 4Wd by eligible Guif
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Region based vessels. Bluefin canght in 4Wd by elipihle Gulf Repion based vessels will not be counted
against this 35 ¢ limit,

vi) &t Margaret’s Bay/Weir Experiment

Depending on [unding availability, on ao experimental basis in 1994 in connection with a DFO
rosearch project, fc-ur {4) St. Margaret’s Bay licensed bluefin tuna teep net fishermen may be
permitted ta inltlaliy nge’s t of ‘their bluefin tuna allocation (up to’ a, mamn:mm of 8.75 t if bycatch
conditions Warrant) ta'cover iz collection and sale of bluefin tuda caught mc1dentally in Southwest
New Brunswick weirs. DEO field staff would closely supervise all operatians under this project.

vii) " Reallocaticn’ Schedille®

(1) On Sepiember 23, 1394, 50 percent of the Atlantic-wide reserve will be allocated 10 areas where
S [mhln}: uperatmus are Stlll actwe. L

NOTE: "Active is defmed as those management nnits which harvest at least 5 ¢ of biusfin tuna in their
© ' home area in the two w;eks _pracedmg asch rcsllucutmn date.
(2)  On September 30, 1994, the remnining Atlantic-wide reserve will be allocuted equally .lo areas
where fishing operations are still active.

(3)  On October 7, 1994.°50 peceeit of the total unused quota and 50 percent of the .St.IIGeorge’s Bay
quots will be allocated equally to aseas where fishing operations are stifl active.

(4}  On October 14, 1994, all of the tot] unused quota will be allgeated equally to areas whara .F:shmg'
nperatlons are sull ac.twe y .

et . Tt . "1 - . r ...p'-;ux'
R B S A ! P . o - .

(3)  On October 21, 1994, the remainder of the 8t. George's Bay quote will be aliocated to areas where
fishing operations are still _alctive.

e) Charter Operations. !

In management areas with charter boat fisheries, & separate quota reserve will be set aside for charter
operations from within quota allocations provided to that ares to ensure continued operation of the balance
of the charter season. The provision of quota specifically for charter hoat operations will be determined
by the Regional Directors General,

3. Monitoring

a) Tuaa tngs will be nsed in conjunction with logbooks for the purpose of catch monitoring, Tags will
be issued at a rate determined for the management region, consistent with catch performance aad quata
availability. Tags will only be issued following loghook presentation. All fish must be tagged. [t is
illegn] to be in possession of untagged bluefin tuna.

b) All tags and licence conditions will be issued from fishery offices adjecent to the fishery. Records will |
be lept of all tags iszued including tag number, date, and Iocation of issuance and person to whom
tag(s) issuad. ’

c) Vessels operating in areas outside of their home management area will be subject to the conditions
specified for the ares in which they are fishing.

d) All Canadian exports of bluefin tuna must be sccompanied by an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document available from the Department of Fisheries and Oceens.

3 The offshore fishery lcence-holder will not puﬂi:ilpnln in the realincation pm_:asﬁ.h:nc_uuﬁa nf the pature of thot fishery.
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4. Areas

4) Management Arens will be those described in the Atlantic Fishery Regulations, 1985,
h) Area 4Wd:

All Scatia-Fundy end Gulf Region bluefin tuna charter operators will continue to be sble to participate
in the 4Wa bluefin fishery with rod and reel gear on an unrestricted access basis,

Alternative conservation measures 10 enhance DFQ eontrol of the commercial biuefin tuna fishery in
Chedabucto Bay have been adapted on & trisl basis for 1994. Details are available through local DFO
Arer Offices.

Eligible Scotia-Fundy and Guif Region based licensed bluefin tuna fishermen will be permitted to fish
for bluefin in NAFO Area 4Wd under condition of licence using rod and reel ONLY.

Before an eligible vescel fram either Region can bagin fishing in Area 4Wd, the licence condition must
be issued at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans office in Canso, Nova Scotia.

c) Division &Vn:

No bluefin funa fishing activity will be permitted in Division 4Vn in 1994.

Licensing Policy

1.

2

Application: This policy applies to the harvesting of bluefin tuna in the waters off the Atlantic Coast of
Canada.

Entry Controls: With the exception of the 26 temporary 3LNO licences in the Newfoundland Region,
licences may only be issued to fishermen who held a Meence in the preceding calendar year or who
acquired such a licence through reissuance (transfer) pracedures cutlined in Section 7 helow. _

Gear Restrictions:;

(a) Commercial - commercial tuna fishermen are permitted to use rod and reel and/or tended lines.?
Pelagic longline is used in the offskore tuna fishery. The following conditions apply to tended line
fishing:

- the line must be atiached to the vessel apd attended at all times;

- i totel of two tended lines may be fished at any one time;

- a maximum of one (1} hook per tended line may be fished at any one time; and
- one buoy per line must be an board the vesse] when tended lines are used,

Charter Vessel Licences: Charter vessels will he limited 1o the use of rod and ree] only.

Licence Conditions: Bluefin tuna licence conditions wilt be issued separate to the licence. W'héln licences
are igsued, they must be annotated as follows: '

"NOT VALID UNLESS LICENCE CONDITIONS ARE ATTACHED."

Vessel Replacement Rules: Where a licence holder retains licences for other species, the rep]a&ement
vessel size is governed by the most restrictive replacement policy.

3 Douring the 1894 season, the use of electrified harpoons will be permitted in the inshore fishery.
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7. Change of Licence Holder:
" {4} Commercial Tuna Eicences:

i)  Subject to (iii) helow, liceiices may only be reissued to eligible fishermen as per the Commereial
Fisheries Licensing Policy for Eastern Canada. In the case of licence splits, refer to Section 18 af
the Commercial Fishenes Licensing Policy for Eastern Canada.

ily Upen reissuance, all conditians af licence (i.e., area, gear type, quantity, ete.) will be muintgined
by the new licence holder (Section 17.20 of the Commercial Fisheries Licensing Policy for Eastern
Canada). et o

i) In 1994, DFQ will permit the transfer of 10 Gulf Region bluefin tuna lieences to full-time resident
4Wd fishermen. A maximum of B t will be provided for these fishermen with the catch heing
credited to the Sonthwest Nova fleet allocation. These licences can only be fished in 4Wd with rod
and reel gear. Future transfer of these 10 licences would only be permitted to other resident 4W4d
full-time fisbhermen.

(b) Charter Vessel Licences in Newfoundland Region:
1) Charter vessel licences may be reissued to non-fishermen for charter purpoeses.

i) Charter vessel licences available in 1993 in the Mewfoundland Region cannot he reissued as
Commercial Tona Licences in 1994,

8. Small Fish: No person shall have in possession any blunefin tuna that weighs less than 30 kg.
Fishery Profile

Historically, the Canadian tupa fisheries have used five major gear types: sporls rod and reel, purse seing,
trap net, harpoon, &nd incidental catches an longlines and in pilinets. Tn 1980, fiskermen bagan to use a method
called "tended line" or "keg" fishing, which invbplves n single hook on a lergth of buoyed rope attached to the
vessel. Currently, rod and reel (both sperts charters and commercial fishing operations), tended line and
offshore longline sre used, [n 1992, the experimental use of electrified harpoons, first permitted on 2z limited
basis in 1991, wap allowed to continue in order to better assess the effectiveness and selectivity of this inshore
gear. :

Distribution

West Atlentic bluefin tunz spawn in the Gulf of Mexico, They migrate gorth in the spring -and are most
commoen in warm welers, In the westerm Atlantic, tuna congregate in the Wesl Indies in April and May,
followed by a summer movement as far north as Newfoundland and southern Lubrador. Bluefin tuna gain weight
on their northern migration, and the heavier they become, the higher the fal content. Tuna with high fat contant
receive the best prices on the international markets. Bluefin tuna is one of five species of tuns found in the
Northwest Atlantic. Other tuna species found in the western Atlantic include bigeye, albacore, yellowfin and
blackfin, These species are not yet subject to quotas.

Value

The impact of the blusfin tuna fishery on the economy of the Atlantic coast comss from direct incoms
earned by fishermen sad vessgl owners, from the income pgeperated by vessel owners purchasing supplies, and
from persenal income used to buy goods and services. The employment multiplier is limited principally to those
involved in fishing since blusfin are penecally shipped fresh to markets in Japan and the United States. In 1991,
at an average of $8.00 per pound, Canadian catches bad a landed value of approximately $8.4 miilion. In 1992,
the landed value of the Canadian catch decressed to about §6.00 per pound, resulting in a total landed vaiue
level of approximately $6 million. The {anded valus of this fishery in 1993 was about $8 million.

221
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Up to 1988, Cunadian fishermen landed an uversge of only 38% of the available Canadian bluefin quota.
In 1989, & combination of mare efficient use of gear, fishing on non-traditional grounds (Browns Bank, Virgin
Rocks) and higher prices paid to fishermen cantributed to the beginning of the trémendous increase in landed
value. Tn 1991, 485 t of Canada’s 573 ¢ quotz was landed; in 1992 shout 444 t was landed; and, in 1993,
landings totalled 435 t. ' T

Licences
! In 1991, there were 36 bluefin tuna licences in the Scotia-Fundy Region, 614 in the Guif Regian, 55 in
tha Nawfoundland Region aad 54 in the Quebec Region. '

© " Of the 553 Newfoundland licences, 13 aré regular Atiantic-wide Licsnceas, 12 are regular 3ILNG Iiﬁenses.
26 are temporary 3LNO licences end faur are recreational (rod and reel only) licences. The temporary 3LNO
licences are issued annunily to a list of eligible fishermen which was established through a 1995 draw process.

Landings
BLUEFIN TUNA LANDINGS BY FLEET (tonnes)
SR 1988-1993
o 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1953
PEL .. 61.0 57.8 66.44 78,08 107.9 - 129.0
NFLD 44.0 119.2 11514 105.64 55.2 26.0,
NB - 34.3 33.69 34.75 36.2 30.4
 QUE - 34.0 33.67 36.62 352 344
. GNs. - - . 49.0 75.6 38.33 55.37 56.6 725
T OsWNS . 2040 1641, 13112 156.65 137.19 118
'ST. MAR 18.0 - 1.50 - 2.1 28.3
OFFSHORE 146.6 12.2 28.50 13.3 1.0 24.2
SEIZED . 29.1 0.54 1.32 1.7 2.0

TOTAL 522.6 346.3 448.9 484 75+ 443 53* 458,59

* Inclodes yenr-end coteh zdjlistments.

Consultative Process

Bluefin tuna stocks thronghout the Atlantic Ocean come under the jurisdiction of the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT),

The Atantic Large Pelagics Advisory Committee {ALPAC) serves as the primary vehicle through which
the Bluefin Tuna Management Plan covering the Gulf, Quehec, Newfoundland and Scotia-Fundy Repions is
developaed. Members of the Committee include DFO fishery managers and biologists, biuefin tuna fishermen,
representatives from fishermen's associations, processcrs nnd provincial government representatives. ALPAC
also provides advice to the Minister of Fisheriss and Oceans on matters related to bluefin tuna including: the
condition of the stocks, allocation of the resource among fishermen, methads of harvestiog, research neseds,
snforcement requirements, licensing policy and economic analysis of fishing enterprises.

' Issues specific to individual Regions are reviewed by regional Advisory Committees and Working Groups
or through meetings of fishermen who make direct recommendations o ALPAC,

13
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These groups prepare recommendations om quetz splits, inter-season adjustments, licensing policies,

enforcement issues, repulatory changes and pear restrictions.,

Currently, the tuna fishery is regulated by the Atlantic Fisherv Repulations, 1985,

DFO and industry agresd that there was & need to review the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Management Plan.

This let to the introduction of the Inshore Tuna Allocation System (ITAS). ITAS was the centrepiece of the
1989 Management Plan and has remained an integral part of subsequent Plans.

1994 ATLANTIC SWORD¥ISH MANAGEMENT PLAN

MANAGEMENT MEASURES:

1.

QUOTA:
A guota of 2000 t is assigned for 1984 as follows:

- Canadian longline and harpoon fishery
- Bycateh for Canadian offshore tuna fishery*

BYCATCH:

i) Longline vessels directing for swordfisk are permitted to retain tuna, other than bluefin, caught
incidentally,

it} A bycatch swordfish allowance may be pravided for the offshore tuna fishery®.

AREA:

A conditicn of licence will appear on all swordfish licences; "Valid for NAFO Convention Subareas 3,
4 gnd 5 only, excluding Fishing Zoneg 1 agd 2 of Capada® {Gulf of 8t. Luwrence and Bay of Fundy).

LIMITED ENTRY:

Swordfish longline licences and swordfish harpoon lcences will be available oaly to fishermen who held
such licences in 1993.

GEAR RESTRICTIONS:

Only swordfish longling and harpoen gear are permitted.

SMALL FISH:

There will be a limit imposed on the taking 2nd Tanding of swordfish less than 25 kg (live weight}. A
length eguivalent for this measure will be 125 ¢m from the fork of the tail to the hip of the lower jaw.
No more than 15% {(by oumber of fish} of ¢ vessel's caich per trip can be made up of such small
swordfish. '

OPENING DATE:

The opening date for swordfish will be June | for the 1994 fishing season.

4 Minlsierin] decision pending.
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§. DATA COLLECTION/MONITORING:;

1) All licensed Fishermen must submit log records fo the Department of Fisheries and Qcesns under
the provisions of Section 61 of the Fisheries Act nn the completian of aach trip. This requirement
' also a.pplles to vassels that fish, but do unt catch any fish.

If lop records are not subniitted duriag the fishery as required, fishermen wili not be authorized
to continue fishing. Submissian of fully completed 1994 log records and tally sheets is raquirad for
1995 licence renewal.

2) The fnllowing'inform':'a.'tion must be coatained in the log records submitted by fisharmen:

{a) Name of vessel;

{0} Type of fishing gear used;

{¢) Name of the captain and total number of crew;

() Trip number; .

(e] Date of sailing from port and date of return;

(f} Port or parts at which the catch is sold;

(g) Name of huyer;

(h) Dey, month and year of fishing activity;

(i) Position of fishing activity in laticide and lonpitnde;

(j) Depth at which fishing activity was carried oul;

(k) Quantity of fishing pear used in fishing effort; o
1) Estimated weight of individua) fish by species in pounds or kilograms; ~°
{m) Discards, dead or alive, by speacies. '

3) Scotia-Fundy based langling vessels are required Lo provide hails to a DFO-approved Opérations
Centre three hours in advance of landing after each trip. Further operational monitoring details will
be specified in the conditions of Heence, Newfoundiand based longline vessels will continus to be
authorized to fish pn a trip-by-trip basis.

1994 MANAGEMENT PLAN: .
ATLANTIC PORBEAGLE, SHORTFIN MAKO AND BLUE SHARKS

BACKGROUND: | | ‘ P,
Canadian interest in Atlantic shark fishing, particularly for porbeagle, shartfm mako am:l blue sharks, has
increased dramatically over the past two years.

These shark species are seasonal migrants within Canadian waters and available information suggests that
the biolopical units cover a larger area. Limited imformation on the life history of these sharks is avallable and
the catch/effort statistics necessary to assist with scientific ressarch on these species are currénily mcclrnplrsle
However, given ihe peneral late mal‘unty and low fecundity of sharks in Leueral the species can be rapidly
overexplmh.d and depleted if the fi shery is not careﬂ.tlly managed

ORJECTIVES:

The 19%4 Manapement Plan was established to contrel and monitor the inshore/offshore Atlantic fisheries
for these stocks while pathering the data essential to ASEESS the health and potential of these stocks in Canadian
waters.

MANAGEMENT MEASURES:
1. Precauticnary Catch Levels

The following 1994 precrutionary catch levels have been established for the 1984 directed commercial-
longline Canadien fisheries for porheaple, shortfin mako and blue sharks:

M g 1750
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Porbeayle Shark: Totul Catch Level: 1,500t
Shortﬁn—'-MzEkq Shark: " -~ Total Catch Level: 250t
Blue Shark: Total Catch Level: 250t
Bycatch

Porbeagle, shortfin mako ar blue shark caught incidentally in other fisherics may be retained and such
catches must be reported through fishing logs (detailed in Section B).

Only those licensed longline vessels directing for shark who alsg hold swordfish longline licences may
retain any swordfish or tuna, other than bluefin tuna, caught incidentally.

Licensing

In 1994, exploratory commercial shark fishing licences may be issued upon application to existing
commercial limited entry licence-holders (individuals or registered Canadian companies) who were active

participants in any of the 1990, 1991, or 1992 fisheries for shortfin mako, blue or porbeagle shark.

Participution 15 defined as having directed for and landed at least 1300 kg of porbeagle, shortfin mako or
blue shark during any of the 1990, 1991 or 1992 seasons OR having investad in specialized shark fishing
gear in 1990, 1991 or 1992, Proof of such participation will be indicated through the pravision of the
Department purchase or sales slips, Participation in the 1993 fshery will not be considered. Only one (1)
exploratory licence per fisherman/campeny will be issned.

Also for 1994, a limited number of additional exploratory commercial shark licences may be issusd
through & public draw ic fishermen, for vessels less than 85°, in areas where few or no licences exist.
Those wishing to participate in this draw must be full-time commercial limited entry licence-holders whe
have submitted an acceptable fishing plan (see Section 8) to the Depertment.

Licence transfers will not he permitted in 1994.

Ceet
(X8

In line with the federal government's Aboriginal Fisheries Strategy, the above criteria do not apply to
Natives providing that Native applications have the written seppart of their Band or’ Provincial Association.
Licence applications will be copsidered oo a case-by-case basis.

Licences will also be vequired for the 1994 recreational shark fishery.

Area

Only those fishermen using registersd fishing vessels >65' LOA may access the 1994 fisheries for
porbeagle, shortfin mako and blue sharks oo an Atlantic-wide basis. Tn nl! other cases, the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans’ Sector Management Policy will apply. ' ‘

Season

The porbeagle, shortfin mako and blue shark fishing seasons for management purposes run from January
1 to December 31.

Gear

Commercial fishing will be with handline or longline. Recreational fishing will be with rod and ree! gear
only.

Fioning

Finning {the practice of removing only the fins from sharks and discarding the remainder af the shark at
sea) 15 strictly prohibited and will result in the non-renewal of the subsequent shark licence.

]
[
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.+ 4) expected start date of harvesting 1 . ... - e

Fins may be sold traded or barlered, but only in proper proportion to..carcasses sold, .traded or barterad
with 2 meximum of 5% fins per dressed carcass weight. Fins may not he stored aboard tha vassel after
associated carcasses are sold, traded or bartered. T g e

Data Callection _ e

All licence applications must include a fishing plan which contains the following informatipn:

h) expected area of harvesting - g .
) expected doration of harvesting

.. d) type of geer to be used, ., .

) intended port of landing, . .
f} confirmed buyar{s)fmarke.ts tu be targeted

Loghooks® shall be complated in full on a daily basis when fishinp and must be returned to DFO upon

., landing, A copy of the snles.weigh-out, shest (i.e. tally sheet) raceived from the fish buysr for sach trip

- must.also be p:_j(ix;ide,d. 1995 licence renewal will not be considerad without submission of all 1894 logbook

and weigh-put sheet information, Loghook information shall include:

. == vessel and captain. name;

. - amount hervested (weight and number of fish);

-- date catch delivered and company delivered to;

-- number and dates of days fished; .

-~ area of fishing;

-- position of fishing activity in latitude and longitude (daily);

... — depth at which fishing activity was ,carm_ad_g_ut {daily);

--..water temperature during harvestiog. operations;

- = guantity and type of fishing gear used in fishing effort (daily);

10,

-~ gstimated weight of individual fish by specigs in pounds or kilograms (daly);
-- discards if any by species {daily).

Means of data cellestion to assess the recreational shagk fishery will be developed.
Eﬁforﬁeiner_if o

As per the pravisions of the Atlantic Fishery Regulanons observers must ba taken aboard shark ﬁshmg
vessels at the requsst of the Department.

General

Receipt of authorization to participate in the 1994 shark fishery does not constitute,apy guarpntee af

. nanthorization beyond 1994,

5

2

PRTE

For the 1994 fishery, sword{ish logbooks {availabla from the Ioenl Fisheries & Ocenns Asee Office) should be used 1o record shark
fishing ectivities.

28
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Figure 1, Subareas and divisions of the NAFO Convention Area and limits of Canadian fishing zones

(east const). Includes modifications te Subdivision 5Ze éo take intu account the Canadian side
of §Ze (5Z.¢) and USA side of 5Ze (5Zu).
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NATIONAL REPFORT OF FRANCE ~

1. Status of the Fishery
1.1 General overview

French catches of tunas in 1923 amounted to 86,000 MT, which is almoast 20% mare than in 1992, and
constitutes the record level for the decade. This increase i1s duz mainly to the increase in skipjack (+460%) and
bigeye catches (+38%), foliowed by the increase in albacore catches (+14%), & temperate species. Catches of
all the species reached the highest levels recorded in the last L0 years (Table 1). As regards bluefin tuna, a slight
decline was noted (-19%), which would be due to the decrease in Mediterranean catches.

1.2 Temperate tunas
-~ Biuafin maa - =

Blueho tune are caught mainly in the Mediterranean. The 1993 fishing season, carried out by 30 purse
seiners, caught 4,730 MT, as compared to 5,970 MT taken in 1992 by 28 vessels. The estimated calch for 1954
should be on the order of 7,000 MT, with the major part of the catch was taken during the monthy of May to July
around the Balearic Islands, The increase of trads with Japan is the reason why this large-fish fishery increased,
with an me¢rease in fishing effort on this species during the spawning period. The new vessels, because of their
high rentability, can search for bluefin tina in areas very far from their base perts. Of note is the return of
favorable conditions (mainly feeding} in the provencal arza, which contributzd to the presence of tuna aged 1 to
14 in this seetar in 1994; this situation has not occurred in the aforementioned sector since the mid-1280°s.
Notwithstanding, fishing effort was concentrated in the western part of the western Mediterranean basin,

Eastarn Atlentic catches of bleefin tuna were higher in 1993 (1,098 MT) than in 1992 (894 MT), and have
been on the increase since 1988, The preliminary data show & strong incredase in catches by pelagic trawl, as
regards the official statistics, which show some imprecision as regards the gears used to catch this species.

- Albacore

Alhécorﬂ fishing in the Atlantic was carricd out during the summer of 1993 by 64 driftnet vessels, which
landed 4,600 MT, and by u fleet of 20 to 25 paired pelagic trawl vessels that canght 1,700 MT. Following the very
high catches of 1992, the 1993 eatches constituted a new record.

In the Mediterranesn, afhacore are caught incidentally by the purse seiners and are targeted by the sport
fishery from mid-Angust until the end of Octoher. The 30 purse seiners, whaose target species is bluafin tuna,
caught anly 60 MT as by-catch in 1993,

1.3 Tropical runas
-~ The purse seine fleet

The catches of tropical tunas in 1993 by French tuna vesszis amounted to 74,064 MT, broken <own as
follows: 11,946 MT yellowfin, 32,223 MT skipjack and %,895 MT of bigeye. Including the thres French purse
seiners which changed to 8t. Vincent flag and which caught 10,011 MT in 1993, the total catch reached 83,546
MT for the same number of purse seiners as in 1992 {i.e. 20 vessels), The 1993 catch, which was 58% over that
of 1892, is also the highest since 1969, This incraase in the three species is more marked for skipjack und bigeye,
Among the factors that have changed in the fishery, the reported movement of the fleet te their traditional fishing

* Original reporl in French.
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grounds is noteworthy: there was more fishing in the coastal areas and the Gulf of Guiner, whereas there wag lesg
fishiny in the Cape Lopez arza and almost no fishing in the Senegalese area. This mavement of the fishing grounds
is, without a doubt, anec of the factors which could explain the high skipjack catcbes. On the contrary, the increase
in bigeye catches is pheerved in all the areas fished by the flest. There is some deubt abont the magnitude of the
increass in bigeye catches. Indesd the catches lended show am increase in bigeye catches, but the increase is so
gipmificant {+103% from 1992 to 1993) that it casts some doubht on the method used to correcl the species
composition. Therefore, this will be the subject of a study carried out jointly with Spanish scientists who use this
same method, and who have also noted a strong increase in bigeya catches. The possibility of o change in
environmental conditions should not be discarded and should also be examined.

These important catches, together with &n almost constant nominal effort have resulted in very high yields,
the highest reported since 1969 for skipjack and higeye, If the CPUER is expressed in effective effort, these catches

are still high far skipjack and hipeye and, in the case of yellowfin, the CPUE is slightly ahove the 1992 CPUE
(3.7 in 1993 for 3.1 in 1992).

Finally, it should be pointed out that the average weight of yellowfin is lower in the first quarter of 1993
{(iraditionally the fishing peried for large yellowfin), than during the corresponding quarter of 1992. {17 kg instead
of 30 kg}.

-- The baitbozt fieet

As regards the baitboat flest, there were seven French flag vessels in Dakar in 1993 and five vessels flying
other flapgs (Spain, Cape Verde and Papama), which is similar to that of the previous year. The French baitbouts
caught 6,778 MT of the 9,499 MT taken by the fleet, or 71% of the total catch. The 1993 catch is within the ten-
year average. for this fishery, both in terms of catches as well as species composition {37% yellowfin, 35%
skipjack and 28% higeye).

The 1993 yield of all the species comhbined (6.7 MT/day fishing) is slightly below that of the last two yenrs
. which represented the highest CPUEs ever attained by this fishery.

2. Research

French research on tunas is carried cut on the temperate species of the Atluntic and Mediterranean by
IFREMER and on the tropical species in the Atlantic by ORSTOM.

2.1 Temperaie tunas

-- Bluefin tuna

Sumpling of the landings of bluefin tuna from purse seiners that operate in the Meditarranean continued.
In 1993, this sampling was carried out based on commercial data ohtzined from fish dealers, and cavered about
79% of the total catch end 68% of the size composition. A program sponsored by the European Union (EU) is
underway and involves several Mediterranean member countries. This program is aimed at the improvement of
knowledge on the statistics and biology of this species, and will contribute to the objectives of the ICCAT Bluefin
Year Program (BYP).

-~ Alhacore

Far the north Atlantic, albacore research was centered on the development of aging methods on large
albacore, with a view towards improving the agalytica] stock assessments.

The program to monitor the hy-catches of the drifinet fishery was carried out in 1992 and 1993, On-board
observers wure placed on 25% of the fleet. The data collected parmitted carrying ont an assessment of the by-
catches, particularly thosa of marine mammals (about 1,600 dolphins from two species each year) as well as the
albacore catches by peopraphic strata. This program has now finzalized and will not continue in 1994,
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This year, there seems to have been compliance with the 2.5 km driftnet repulation since Aupgust 1, 1994,
after numerous incidents that ocourred at sea, The French driftnat ﬂeet was compriged of 70 dnﬂn&l:vﬂshﬁlbaln
1994, R S SR e

) s [

In the Medlterraneau. Frauce tagged more than 3, 000 ﬁsh dunng ﬁve years of tapging cruises. Tap
recoveries continned at the rate of about 10 a year, bringing recoveries. to about 70, All the validated recoveries
have all taken place in the Mediterranean. The collection aof data from these cruises continumes, within the
framework of the Mediterranean large pelagics propram, finances in part by the EU, especially as concerns. Ihe
relationship between eavironmental fuctors and concentrations of this species in-the Mediterranean.

2.2 Tropical mwnos
As regards tropical tunas, work on fishery statistics and research is carrisd out in close collaboration with
the research institutes of Cdte d'Tvoire, Senegal, and Veneruela, couatries where French scientists are working.
1
Detalled ﬁshery statistics of the French inter-tropical flzets were suhrmtted an a t:maly bams ta ICCA’I‘
Research carried out on tropical tunas involved the following subjects: :

-~ analysis of the fishing strategy of tbe baitboats based in Dakar; also, this fishery is the subject of a
recently-initiated rescarch program that will continue for three years. -

-~ evaluation cf the interactions in the skipjuck fisheries of the eastern tropical Atlantic,

-- . analysis of the tura catches taken by the purse seiners in associalion with Cetaceans and perticularly
dolphins in the western Indian and easterm Atlantic QOceans. This research is part of a three-year
program initisted in 1993 and which fpanced by the EU, ORSTOM and the TEQ.

— analysis of the Lekeckis waves in the Equatorial ares and ol the rich food chain which these. gene.rata
and which preduce the important catches of tunas in this area.

Some of these research subjacts have been {he subject of papers which have been submitted to the 1994
SCRS by the French scientists, e -

Table 1. French catches (in 1,000 MT) of tunas in 1983-1993

[T
Sy

Species 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993
Yellowfin 3.9 58 98 166 166 216 306 438 342 315 3L
Skpjack . 205 13.2  BS 117 I5L. 163 156 164 304 . 20.2. 32,2
Bigeye §0 2.1 44 46 3.4 38 28 45 66 1.2 ,'_"9.9"'
Albacare 30 - 29 22 1.2 20 28 37 34 42 6.1 7.0%
Riuefin 41 42 56 38 49 62 45 52 51 606 58
TOTAL 655 282 305 37.9 420 507 576 737 8L5 71.8  86.0

* 8.3 1iemperate Atlamic + 0.8 Mediterranean 4+ 0.6 tropical Atlantic (purse seinersy.

ts2
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NATIONAL REPORT OF GABON'

1. The fishery

Tuna fishing in Gabon is carried out by severs] artisanal, industrial and sport Ashing vessels. .'-'If'he ﬁéhing methods
used by these vessels are as follows: ' '

- lines with hooks

- Hines without hooks

- driftnets

The main species which comprise the catches are: yellowfin, skipjack, bigeye, billfishes and small tunas.

There are thres reported fishing periods each year, taking into account the migratory pattern of tunas which sxplain

thsir seasonal chardcter: from May to June, in July-August-September, and beiween October and November {the Iaiter
period shows high levels of abundance the Cape Lopez area).

2. The catches

The catchas are shown in Table 1.

Table 1, Catches (MT) by Gabon, by species, in 1993

Species Catches
Yellowfin tuna ' 1.7
Skipjack Lg
Bigeye . 4.6
Billfishes 2.8
Blue marlin 1,436
White marlin 450
Black marlin 500
Sailfish 420
Small tunas 60.G

* Driginal report in French.
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NATIONAL REPORT OF GHANA °

1. The fleet

i

The Ghanaian tuna fishery in 1993 was dominpated by baitboats. Twenty-five (23} baithoats operated during
1993 using anchovy (Engrauiis encrasicolus) ns the main beit. The pross tonnage of those ves‘ials ranged from
250 to 504. All of them were Ghenu flag vessels. '

2. The fisherics

ihe vessels operated larpely in the traditional ICCAT quadrants 1 and 4, Skipjack tuna was the dominant
species vaught; accuuntmg for about 70% of the total tuns landed. Tuna landings by species for the year under
review are shown in Table . The quantities are the adjusted values baled on multi-species ssmpling.

et

3, Rescarch and Statistics

Port sampling for multi-species estimation, length frequency distribution and observation of bmloglcal
parameters continued thronghout the year. A total of 15,137 skipjack, 94,31 yellowfin and 2,054 bigeye were
measured for length frequency distribution durimg the year, All these data and othf:r necessary mformatmn have
heen submitted te ICCAT on the relevant forms.

ot
o F

Table 1. Tuna landings by Ghana, by species - 1993

-Species o ‘ S gllf.gjl_.l_lrliings (MT)

Skipjack tuna . . 35,544
Yellowfin tuna | ., 10,847
Bigeye tuna . o 106
Attentic black skipjack tuna ' 359
TOTAL : 36,856

* Original reporl in Epglish.
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NATIONAL REPORT OF GUINEA®
by

S. Traore™ and M. Konrouma™

1. The fishing flest

The 1994 fishing flect in-the BEZ of Guinea was comprised of 24 tuea vegsels, of which 17 were French flag
vessels and 7 wers Spanish {lap vessels. The engine power of the vessels varied hatween 960 HP to 4200 HP, The gross
tonnage of thess vessels varied from 421 to 1,283 GRT. The distribution of the fleet by engine power and by GRT classes
is shown m Tables 1 and 2,

2. Catches and fishing effart

A system to monitor the statistics of the industria! fishery has been implemented by the National Center of Fisheries
Research, within the Framework of a scientific study heing carried out by the "Surveillance and Protecticrn of Fishing in
Guinea" projecl, The ubjectives of this systam are to estimate and monitor the main indicators which serve serving us a
base for a rational management of the Guinean fishery.

The "Industrial and Semi-industrizl Fishery" data base of this eenter, in addition 16 the charactenisties, does not
include eithar the catches or the fishing effort of the tune vessels that have heen authorized ta fish off the Guinean coast.

Notwithstanding, the export of 20.4 MT of tunas canght by two demersal trawling vessels is noted. The origin of
these catches still hus to be verified, sinee an analysis of the catch records of these vessels and the ICCAT export forms
show some incompatibilities.

3. Recommaoendations
Within the framework of enforcement of Guinea’s collgboration with TCCAT, Guinea in very interested in the
transmission of available information relslive to the activities of the tuna fleet in the Guinean EEZ, soch as: caich

stntistics, Gshing effort, species caught and fishing seasons.

In effect, the requirement to monitor the caich statistics requires collaborative efforts between the specialized
institutes and ICCAT in order to determine the catches of the tuna fleet by countries,

* Origingl regort in French.
** Depertment of [ndustrini Fishing, Nationol Center of Fisheries Regearh of Bonsuour,
++r Managament Service, National Directorata of Fisherizs & Aguoculture.
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Table 1. Distribution of tuna vessels by vessel power

750-999 100-1499 ~ 1500-1999 | 20002099  3000-3999

Total
24
1 0 2 9 12
S - Tahle 2. Distrihution of huna vessels by gross tonnage
Caspaze 500-999 ' 1000-1999 Total
1 17 6 24
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NATIONAL REPORT OF JAPAN "’
by

Mational Research lnstitute of Far Seas Fishenies

1. Fishing activities

Two types of fisheries, longline and purse seine, had been operated by Japan in the Atlantic Ocean.
However, the purse seine fishery ceased its activity and withdrew {rom the Atlantic Ocean during 1992.
Cansequently, the longline cateh acoounted for 100% of the totel Japanease catches in the Atlanlic in 1993, The
1993 Japanese catch of Atlantic tunas and tuna-liks fishes is sstimated to he 53,358 MT {Table 1).

1.1 The longline fishery

The number of Japanese longliners operating in the total Atlantic in 1993 was about 240, This is slightly
less than the number in 1992 (Table 2). The total longline cateh in 1993 was estimated to be about 53,400 MT,
which resulted in en increass (abont 10%) over tha 1992 cateh (Table 1). Amoeng the major species, southern
bluefin, higeye and swordfish catches inercased hy about 1,000 MT, 1,700 MT and 2,800 MT, respectively.
On the other hand, catches of bluefin, alhacere arnd yellowfin tuna declined 200 MT, 800 MT and 400 MT,
respectively. The catch of bigeye tuna accounted for 68% of the total longline catch (70% in 1992), and this
kas remained unchanged for mors than a decade. Among other species, important catches, in terms of weight,
were swordfish and yellowfin, followed by bluefin. In 1993, the operational pattern of the longline fleet was
similar to that of recent yenrs. :

1.2 The purse seine fishery

No catch was raported by this fishery since the two Japanese purse seiners censed their operations in 1992,
one¢ 1o April and Lhe other in October, due lo economic reasons,

2. ICCAT regulations

Since the initiation of the fishery regulations adopted by the Internstiona] Commission for the conservation
of Atlentic Tunas (ICCAT) for bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye tunas and swordfish, Japanese fishermen have been
concurrently subject to national fisheries regulation. To camply with the hluefin tuna regulations, the ares-time
closurc has been in effect as a domestic vegulation both in the Guif of Mexico (since 1982) and the
Mediterranean Sea (since 1973). Since the 1993 fishing vear, the period of area closure in the Mediterransan
Sea has been modified from May 21-Tune 30 to June 1-Tuly 31, according to a regulation adopted at 1993
ICCAT meeting. These closures have been effective to reduce the longline fishing mortality on the spawning
stock. In recent years, the number of longliners allowed to fish in the northwestern Atlantic and Mediterranaan
Sea has been limited respectively. Bluefin and swordfish catches have been strictly monitored through radio-
reporting in the Atlantic, incleding the Mediterranean Sea. To monitor the longline fleet closely, three
governmental patrol baats ware dispatched to the Atlantic Ocean, one to the Mediterranenn Ses during April
to July, and the other two to the northwestern Atlantic in winter.

3. Research activities

The Wational Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries (NRIFSF) has been in charge of the collection ‘and
compilation of Aflantic fishery data necessary for the scientific research on Atlantic tuna and bilifish stocks,
All the statistical date heve been routinely reported ¢o the ICCAT Secretariat and the resmlts of scientific
research have also been presented at the regulay meetings and inter-sessional workshops of the Standing
Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS).

* Original raport in English.
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3.1 Fishery daia

The NRIFSF submitted final 1592 catch,, catch/effort and part of size frequency data (Task I, II and
biolopical sampling) of the longline fishery to the ICCAT Secretariat. The compilation of the same data for
1993 has been in progress. The preliminary 1993 catch ostimates are given in this report. The size data for
swordfish and bluefin tuna in 1993 were presented. The quick reporting system of loghooks and size data by
on-board sampling at a port of call has been continued since its inception in April, 1984, A new logbook format
was introduced at the bepinning of 1953, There are several improvements in the new format, one of which is
the separation of sailfish and spearfish. Thase species were combined on the old format. At the same time,
catch in weight by species is added so as to arrive at a better estimate of Iandings.

3.2 Tuna biology and steck assessment -.
The biological and stock assessment studies carried out by the NRIFSF on Atlantic tunas and hillfishes
have been continued and enhanced. Among these, Bluefin Year Program-related research is one of the major
activities, During the recent fishing seasons {November 1992-lanuary 1994), ponad, vertebrr end tissue samples
were collested from sbout 400 fishes caught by the longliners that operated in the northwestern and central
Atlantic, Bluefin sampling for genetic analysis was also carried out from the eagtern Atlantic and Mediterranean
ared, and is still continuing, with the assistance of scientists in those aress. This year the NRIFSF conducted
a research cruise for bluefin larvae both in the Gulf of Mexico and in the Mediterranean Ses during May to
August.in cooperation with U,8,, Spanish and Italian scientists. Gratitnde is expressed to those who were
involved in this activity and contributed (o the success of this cruise. The matgrials and data coliected from the
criise are now being analyzed. A summary rcport of this crmse has been presented to the SCRS.

This year the NRIFSF participated in various ICCAT meetings, i.2., the ICCAT Data Preparatory Mecting
for Atlantic Pelagic Tuna Longline Fisheries, the Finai Meeting of the Albacore Research Program, the Second
Meeting of the Consultation on the Technical Aspects of Methodologies which Account for Individual Growth
Varnability by Age, the Workshop on the Developmeat of Abundance Indices for South Atlantie Tuna and Tuna-
like Fishes, the Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of large Pelagic Fishes in the
Mediterranean Sea, the 1994 SCRS Stock Assessment Session for East Atlantic Bluefin Tune, and the 1994
SCRS Stock Assessment Session for Swordfish in the entire Atlantic.

4. Documents presented by Japan to the 1994 SCRS

The scientific documents presented hy Japan to the 1994 SCRS are ipcluded in the List of SCRS
Documents {Appendix 3 to Annex 25) and/or published in the “Collective Volume of Scientific Papers" series.

Table 1. Japanese caiches (MT) of tunas and tuna-like fishes, by type of fisheries, in the Atlantic Qcenn
and Mediterranean Sea, 198-1993

Type of fishery 1988 1989 1900 19591 1992 1993*
Longline , I\

{Home-based) 47,336 58,514 54,930 46,883 48,515 53,358
Purse seine 5,887 4,453 4,361 7,316 2,794 -

Total 33,213 62,967 36,261 54,399 51,309 53,358

*Erelininary.
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Tahle 2. Annual numher of Japanese tuna boats that operated in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean
Sea, 1988-1903

Type of fishery 1988 1989 - - 1890 1991 15492 1993+
L.ongline
{Home-based) 183 239 235 247 248 238

Purse seine

"
—
—
| %]
[\
o

*Preliminary.

Table 3, Catches (MT)} of tunas and tuna-like fishes taken by the fapanese longline fishery, 1988-1993

1958 1989 1994 18371 1992 18593%
Atlantic
Albacore 1,128 1,214 1,324 1,346 1,048 8o7
Bigeye tuna 31,664 30,419 35,024 29 487 34,128 35,836
Rluefin tuna 2,278 2,398 2,014 3,669 3,862 6,065
Scuthern bluefin : 548 835 1,202 . 1,331 5235 1,576
Yellowfin tuna ' 5,982 6,971 5,819 & 4,718 3,715 3,330
Swordfish 4,051 5,592 7,305 4,687 3,339 4,382
Blue marlin®* 823 1,953 1,214 205 1,017 1,022
White marlin 144 146 126 121 24% 102
Sailfish ### 70 T8 28 BR 43 66
Others 356 3480 338 443 263 263
Atlantic Sub-total ' 47,064 38,386 - 54,736 45,795 48,390 52,559
Mediterranean
Biuefin tuna 258 127 172 B3 123 793
Swordfisk 4 1 2 1 3 4
Bigeye tona - - - 2 - -
Others - - - —— -— 2
Mediterrangan Suh-total- 262 128 174 BY 125 794
TOTAL 47,326 58,514 54,930 46,883 48,515 53,358

* Preliminary.
*# Includes n minor amaum of black marlin.
wek Includes shortbill spearfish.

Table 4. Catches {MT) of tunas taken by the Japanese Atlantic porse seine fishery, 1988-1993

1688 1889 1990 1981 1692 1993
Bigeye tuna 14 33 13 39 28 --
Yellowfin tunz 2,221 1,873 1,671 1,371 1.036 --
Skipjack tupa -~ 3,632 2,543 2,677 5,752 1,731 —
Alhacara - -- - - -- -
TOTAL 5,887 4,453 4,361 7,162 2,794 -
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NATIONAL REPORT OF KOREA®
§ A

National Fisheries Research and Developmest Apency R

1. The tuna Lishery ' - : ‘

The Karean longline fishery for funas in the Altantic Qcesn has shown a gradual decline year after year since
1583, not only in terms of number of fishing vessals, but also mn catches, In 1993, four Korean tuna longliners were
engaged in fishing sctivities and the total catch from the vessels amounted to 863 metric tons (MT), 4 decrease of
24.8% over the previgus year's figure (Table 1). The 1993 tota] catch showed the lowest value in the Korean tuma
catch history in the Atlantic Ocean. During 1953, the Koresn tuns vessels operated in an area of equatocial waters
between 10°N and 10°S.

1.7 Bigeye tuna

Bigaye tuna comprisess the major component of the Korean tuna longline fishery, not only as regards produetion,
hut also from 2n economic viewpoeint, since the beginning of the 1980's when the deep lengline fishing technique was
employed. The catch of bigeye tuna decreased from 866 MT in 1992 to 377 MT in 1993. However, the proportion
of bigeye in 1993 remeined at the highesl value as in past years, ccounting {or 43.7% of the total catch. Since 1985,
the ennual catch of bigeye tuna hag continued to decrease rapidly until recent years. '

1.2 Yellowfin tuna. .

Yeliowfin tuna are also an important target species of the Korean tunz longline fishery in the Atlantic Ocean. The
1993 catch of this fish species from the fishery amount to 180 MT, & decline of 17.8% from the previous year's catch,
From 1977 onwards, the annual catch of y=llowfin tuna in this Ocean hss maintained a trend showing a significant
year-after-year decrease.

na

1.3 Albacore, Swlu.n:ﬁs?z and Bilffishes

The 1993 nominal catches of albacore, swordiish and billfish from the Korean tuna longline hshary ara not
avaiable for the respective fish species, whereas they are included in the "others” column in the format submitted to
the ICCAT Secretariat (Task I). This si because Korean fishermen recorded on their Jogbooks only the main targetted
species, such as bigeye tuna snd yellawﬁn tuna. ST

The catch Lompomtmn of thr;:se fish speczes can be aveilable from the Task II data obisined on the basis of a
sampling system, being updertoken by the National Fisheries Research and Development Agency (INFRDA) with a
view to collecting fisheries data such as spatial and/or temparal catch and fishing effort statistics, ete, Considenng the
species composition of these fish species {except for bigeye apd yellowfin tunas) in the Task 1! data {assuming a
coverage rate of 48,4%: sum of catches of ALB, SWO and BIL in Task IT divided by the culch of others in Task I),
the catches of these Gsh species were estimated to be 37 MT alhacore, 217 MT sword[ish, and 41 MT blue marlin (see
Table 1).

2. Research activities

Routine scientific monitoring wark was carried ont by the NFRD A as ia past years. This monitoring cavers the
collection of catch and fishing effort statistics from the Korean tina lonpliners in the Atlantie to meet the data
requirements of ICCAT, especially for both Task I and Task H statistics, To initiate an ageing study, a total of 14 and
12 first dorsal spines wers sampled from hipeye and yellowfin tunas, raspectively. Soms tusks, such as the preparalion
of mateniuls for ageing and preliminary examination, are under way. This research work will be carried out
continuonsly by the NFRDA in the future.

* Original repon in English.
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Table 1. Numher of Korean longliners fishing tunas and tuna-like fishes and nominal catches (MT), by species, in the Atlantic Ocean, 1977-1993

Number of o Other
Year Boats BFT YFT ALB BET SKJ  SWO BUM WHM SAI bill-  Others TOTAL
fishes
1977 120 3 16,347 0,345 7,610 9 1,240 164 202 141 449 3,339 38,849
1978 47 - 11,512 4,418 9,182 42 1,333 177 79 29 111 2,211 29,094
1979 65 2 6,997 3,875 7,305 2 606 95 i3 20 96 1,058 20,069
1980 54 - 5,869 1,487 8,963 4 683 9 1 5 167 1,764 18,952
1981 56 - 6,650 1,620 11,682 47 447 81 13 11 171 1,584 22,306
1982 52 - 5,872 1,889 10,615 21 684 17 24 16 114 1,781 21,033
1983 53 3 3,405 1,077 9,383 530 462 65 20 4 51 1,224 16,224
1984 51 - 2,673 1,315 8,943 29 406 61 5 3 423 927 14,785
1985 45 77 3,239 901 10,691 20 344 54 I 105 729 1,293 17,454
1986 28 - 1,818 694 6,084 11 g2 15 - 62 106 1,093 9,965
1987 29 - 1,457 401 4,438 6 75 17 - - i83 1,048 7,623
1988 20 - 1,368 197 4,919 3 -123 - - - 409 782 7,801
1989 33 - 2,535 107 7,896 6 162 - - - 857 944 12,507
1990 17 - 808 53 2,650 - 101 - - - 446 170 4,268
1991 9 - 260 32 801 - 150 - - - 624 9 1,876
1992 8 - 219 - 866 - 17 - - - 40 5 1,147
1993 4 - 180 (37 377 - @1 @D @) @ - Q) 863

() = Estimated catch from others of 306 MT recorded in the Task [ data, bused on species composition of Task IT data.

e

= No catch.
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NATIONAL REPORT OF MOROCCO’

1. Description of the fishery

Tune fishing is carried out muinly dunng the reverse migration of these species, i.e., when tupa move from the
Mediterranean towards the Atlantic. This period occors batween August and november. This migratory character justifies
the high catches reported durnng the migratory period of these species. Swordfish are caught during & peried that is
relatively more speced out, from the end of Macch io October.

The tuna species caught in the Mediterranean are mainly Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarde), frigate tuna, swordf'ish,'
and Dluefin tuoa. o

In the Morocean Maditerranean, three fishing technigues are utilized to ecateh tunas and tunn—hke SPEJ:.IES which
are: driftnet, surface lt‘mglme, and trap. - -

2. The catehes

The total reposted catches of tunas and tups-like species in 1983 (Mediterranean) are on the order of 544 MT,
compared to 1,829 MT for the previous year (Table 1} "The coastsl catch amounted to 478’ MT (BB %), whereas the trap.
catch was only 66 MT {12%3.

The muin species caupht by the coastal is swordfish, which comprises 80% of the total catch. As regards t],1.;3 trap
caiches, their importance, m terms of weipht, corresponds mainly to frigate tunas,

3. Management

The measures adopied for the management of tuna fishing in-Morocco refer to the estoblishment of minimum:
curnmercial sizes for certain species, and that ralative to the use of driftmets. This regolation includes the measures adopted
by ICCAT as well as other measures taken at the.national level in Morgcoo, ; '

4. Research

The Scientific Institute of Manitime Fishing continues to give special attention to the scientific monitoring af the
tuna fisheries. Consequently, und further to the Sk::p_]ack Résearch Program carried out in the 1980s, snother program has
been initiated to study the biology of tunas, and: ‘relies mainly on agsistance fram ICCAT. This program covers the
lundings of frigate tuna and Atiantic honito at the port of Mohammed:a in the Atlantic and swordfish landings at the port
of Nador. The operations carried ont on these spacies are limited to size sampling. The cost of fish ta obtain biological
parameters is very eXpensive. '

It should be poted that a future program relative to the monitoring of these fisheries will give special emphasis te
the activities of the trap fishery, and tke breakdown of the tuma catches that are mixed in the landings of the coastal
fishery.

* Orginal repord in French,
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Table 1. Catch series for tunas and tuna-like fishes caught along the coasts of Morocco in 1986-93

1986 1987 1988 - 1989 ' 1990 1991 1992 1993
. Conatal Constal Couantal : Constal Coanstal Coastal Coastal Constal

Trap fleat Trap fleet Trap flest . Trap fleet Tmap fleet Trap fleet Trap fleet Trap fleet
ATLANTIC :
Bluefin tuna BFT 166 122 101 255 235 202 304 147 228 75 759 = 36 B4 328 254 22
Atlantic bonito BON 5 246 18 223 2 587 3 563 i 356 | I 575 1 781 1 B78
Frigate tune FR1 10 292 11 303 3 191 113 486 238 497 347 516 91 150 76 109
Swaordfish swWo 3 178 5 192 1 195 3 219 26 177 10 182 13 339 3 454
Black skipjack LTA a 47 5 103 I 48 3 11 53 202 0 41 0 259 0 18
Skipjack tuna SKI 0 425 0 105 0] 428 0 295 0 837 ¢ 178 0 391 0 217
Plain bonito BOP 0 33 0 487 0 1422 0 1058 0 263 0] 348 0 272 0 253
Total Atlantic 184 1343 140 1668 242 3073 426 e 553 2407 - 17 1876 189 2500 334 195§
MEDITERRANEAN
Bluefin tuﬁp BFT 38 18 110 6 26 44 286 9 580 7 22 7 82 2 4 2
Atlantic bonito BON 4 47 5 122 1 1067 ] 28 0 27 0 27 0 6 1 8
Frigate tuna FRI1 25 150 7 151 0 811 70 1107 185 1421 ;18 597 250 806 . 60 32
Swordfish SWO 0 92 0 40 0 ‘62 0 97 0 289 S0 478 0 683 s 436
Black skipjack LTA 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 4 o 0 0 0 0 0
Skipjack wina SKY 0 2 0 13 0 0 0 0 0 o -0 0 0 0 1 0
Plain bonite BOP 0 i 0 26 0 8 0 7 0 2] S0 9 0 0 0 0
Total Medi. 67 310 142 358 97 1044 356 1248 765 E769 140 1118 332 1497 . 66 478
ATLANTIC + MEDITERRANEAN
Bluefin tuna BFT 204 140 211 261 331 246 590 156 808 82 781 43 166 330 258 24
Atlantie bonito BON 9 293 23 345 3 694 3 591 8 383 1 602 1 167 2 836
Frigate tuna FRI as 442 38 454 3 1002 183 1593 423 1918 46% 1113 1113 956 136 141
Swordfish swo 3 270 5 232 1 257 3 316 26 466 10 660 13 1022 3 $90
Black skipjack LTA 0 47 5 103 1 60 3 11 b k] 206 0 41 0 259 0 18
Skipjock tuno SKJ 0 427 0 118 0 428 a 295 0 837 0 178 0 391 1 217
Plain bonito BOP 0 34 0 513 0 1430 0 1065 0 284 0 357 0 272 0 253

TOTAL 351 1653 282 . 2026 339 a117 782 4027 1318 4176 1257 2994 521 3997 400 2429
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NATIONAL REPORT OF RUSSIA °
N -

V. Z. Gaikov & M. E. Grudtsey ™

1. The fishiery

The 1593 tuna catch amounted to 3,185 MT, including 2,160 MT of yellowfin tuna, 540 MT of skipjack
tona, 265 MT of Atlantic black skipjeck, 150 MT of frigate tuna, and 70 MT of buliet tuna; 19 MT of mackerel
were also caught. The fishery was comprised of porse seine vessels. The fleet, comprised of six purse seine
vessels, engaged in the fishery. The distrbution of the tuna catch, by fishing grounds, wasas foliows: Exclusive
Economic Zone of Sierrs Leone: 2,510 MT (88 % yellowfin tuna, 12 % skipjack, 11% Atlantic hlack skipjack, 6%
fripate tuna, and 3% bullet tuna); the open central sast Atlantic: 675 MT (66% vellowfin and 34 % skipjack}

Data on the f"shery are pmwded in Table 1, and preliminary estimates for the ﬁrst half of 1994 gre given
in Table 2.
2. Research -

In 1993 the aualysis wascarried out on retrospective data pollected by Russian fishing vessels in 1984-1992

concerning the luna fishery and biology in the east equatorial Atlantic Ocean. A total of 6,900 yeliowfin tunas, *
8,500 qknpjack tunas and 3,800 Atlaatic black skipjack, frigate tuna and bullet tuna specimens were snelyzed.

Table 1. Species composition of the tuna catch, by fishing grounds and fishing periods

. Sferra Leone Area Open central tropical Atlanric

No. of vessels ) 5

Fishing Pericd . - February-May January-December

Effort (days at sen) 463 304

Catches (MT:} . o ' o S : .
Yellowfin tuna (YFT) 1,175 445 2,160
Skipiack tuna (SKI} o 310 _ S .23 ) _ 540
Atlantic black skipjack (LTA) 265 ~ ) 265
Frigate \ups (FRI) 150 - 150
Bullet funa (BFT) - 70 _ E o]
Total . 2,510 673 3,185 - ; ¢

* Original report in English. .
++ Allantic Scieatific Research Institute of Mar‘lnc Figherics & Ocennngruph\r {A[IanINIRO)
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Table 2, Russian catch (MT) of tunas during the first half of 1994

Species Catch (MT)
Yeltowfin tuna (YFT) 1,454
Skipjack tuna (SKI) 1,082
Atlantic black skipjuck (LTA) 189
Frigate tuna (FRI) 400
- Bullet tuna (BLT) 100

1
e
W
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NATIONAL REPORT OF SPAIN"
by a
Spanigh Institute of Oceanography (IEQ)

CON B

1. State of the fisheries

Spanish catches of tunas and swordfish amounted ta 162,724 MT in 1993, which represents'a slight decline
(2%} with respect to the average catch of the last four years (1989-1992) (Table 1). Of note is the progressive
decrease in albacore catches in recent years, which reached their lowest level in 1991, and the spectacular
increase in biuefin tune calches due to the increase in fishing in the Bay of Biscay. Yellowfin caiches have
declined progressively since 1990; catches of bigeye and small tunas increased in the last year. Swardfish
catches have remained at the same level of the last four years.

2. Fisheries and research by areas
2.1 Temperate arert
— Blusfin tuna

The 1993 catches of bluefin tuna in the Boy of Biscay {3,834 MT) represented more than three times the
1992 value, and is the higheast catch in the last 27 years, with a level of effort similar to that of previous years.
The abundance of age 2 fisk of Mediterranean origin was one of the reasons for the high catches.

In the south Atlactic area, trap catches (1,244 MT} continued the declining trend that started in 1988, with
a constant number of traps (4 units in operation).

Tn general, in the Mediterranean, catches as well as effort remained stable in 1993, slthough there was
an 8% decline in bluetin tuna catches. By fisheries, purse seine catches were maintained, with the same nominal
fishing effart as in previous years (5 purse seine vessels], Traps, unclassified gears, and surface gears declined;
handiine increased slightly. In general terms, for the last five years, the bluefin tuna caught by Spain in the
Mediterranean represents 6% of the total report in this sea, and 20% of the overall eastern stack.

Observer cruises on board purse seiners in the wastern Mediterranean have resulted in imporfant
improvements in the basic statistics on bluefin tuna. These cruises continued in 1994.

Through the development of IEQ projects and from the participation in the research project of large
pelagics of the Mediterranean, financed by the EU, studies were carried out on the fecundity of bluefin tuna.
The IEQ has the collaboration of a sport fisherman at the port of Valencia, which in the last two tapging cruises
(1993 and 1994) bas released mare than 1,100 specimens of bluefin tuna (> 30 om).

An IEQ scientist participated in the larval survey cruise carried out hy fapan in the Mediterranean during
the summer af 1994,

In September, 1994, the Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group oa Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes
in the Mediterranean S2a and the East Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Stock Assessment Session were held at the
Oceanographic Center of Fuengirola of the TEQ. Spanish scientists presented seven dacuments, which dealt,
gmong other subjacts, with the state of the bluefin and swordfish fisheries, information from the
tagpinp/recovery cruises, and indices of abundance of swordfish (standardized) and bluefin tuna (nominal).

* {riginal report in Spanish.
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- -- Albacare R :

The 1893 total caiches of albacore by Spain in the north Atlantic amounted to 17,76% MT, which is 3%
less than 1993 catches, A total of 290 MT were taken in the Mediterranean, which is similar to previous years.

The major componeat of the catches (15,269 MT) were taken in the northeastern Atlantic and Cantabrian
Sea during the months of June to October, The yield was B%. less than 1992 (16,670 MT). The baithoat fleet
caupht 9,178 MT, which is 2% less than in 1992, Troll catches amounted to 6,091 MT, which is 17% less than
Ihe previous year.

Baitboat fishing effort declined by 30% with respect to 1992; Troll effort declined by 8§%.

In the autumn fishery in the area around the Azores, carried out by the baitbont tlest, catches reached
2.496 MT, which is 76 % higher than those obtained in the previous year in the same area.

Research work centered on improving knowledpe on the biology of this species, and on the analysis of the
basic data of the surface fishery in order to carry out an assessment of the north stock.

At the Final Meeting: of the ITCCAT Albacore Research Propram, organized by the ASZ] of the Basque
Autonomous Government at the Sukarrieta Laboratory, papers were presented: estimates of growth based on
tag/recapture data, studies on growth validation based on finray spines of specimens fagged and injected with
tetracycline (recovered after various years at liberty), nominal indices of abundance (aggregated and non-
aggregated) by age for the Spanish baithost and trolt fleets. A paper was alsa presented on the changes in
CPUE ip recent years, from daily records of the Basque baitboat fleet.

- ~- Swordfish

In 1993, surface longline catches of swordfish taken in the Atlantic (north and south) amounted to 13,141
MT.

In the north Atlantic, surface longline catches wers 6,392 MT, which i1s the same level as in previous
years. Thus, 1993 catches continue being about 70% of those taken in 1988 (8. 30% decline with relation to said
reference year}).

As regards the south Atlantic, the longline catch amounted to 6,749 MT, with is about 1,000 MT maore
than the last two years.

In the Medilerranean in 1993, the Spanish catch of swordfish by surface longline reached 1,293 MT, with
fishing effort similar to the averaga value of the lest ten years.

As regards research work, observer cruises on board large longliners continued, and biological samples
were collected to carry out studies on spawning aress and sex ratio/size. Nominal indices of abunrdance were
prasented for the Atlantic and Mediterranean fisheries, A joint project between the United Stateg und Spain was
carfed cut oo mitochondrial DNA studies: sex rationfsize in the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific Oceans znd
Mediterranean Sea was reviewed by similarity analysis; Spanish scientists, togsther with scientists of Canada,
the United States and Tapan, contribnted towards the development of nominal biomass indices.

2.2 Canary Islands area

-- Baitboat fishery

Overall catches decreased with respect to previows years, from 14,330 MT in 1992 to 9,000 MT in 1923,
The catch, by speciss, indicates an important dechine in skipjack catches from 7,128 MT to 2,839 MT and an
increase in albacore catches, which doubled (603 MT in 1993). The number of vessels declined slightly ta 307

vessels,

During the tagping cruise carred out in waters off Gomera Island 718 skipjack were tagged.
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Biological sampling maturity, sex ratio) of yellowfin and skipjack continued, ags well as the collection of
stomachs for studies on skipjuck feeding,

R

2.3 Tropical area

During 1993, 30 fishing vessels with Spanish flag operated in the Lrépiéal area. The c.arrying capacity again
declinad to 18,715 MT. This decline ig due to the change in flap by the fleet and to the movement -of fishing
vessels between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans,

The increase in skipjack (9,000 MT) and bigeye (3,000 MT) catches, as well as the decease in yellowfin
satches (7 000 MT) is noteworthy.

Two purse seiners re.mamed in the webtem Atlantic, catching 1,253 MT of tunas, which is sumlar to
catches in previous years. Three baitheats, based in Dakar, caught 1,400 MT of tunas {yellowfin, skipjack and

bigeye).

The IEQ is carrying out a joint research project with QRSTOM, financed by EU, an species associated
with the fish caught hy the freszer tuno vessels in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Within this project, ao
historical review of the fisheries data has been carnied out.

An analysis is, also being conducted on the catches by species and commercial categery according to the
different types of association present in: the fishery-:

Six documeniy were pregented to the 1894 SCRS on the baitboat fishery in the Canary Islands area, and
three documents were presented on purse seine fishery in the inter-tropical Atiantic. Moteworthy among these
are the study on the new fishing method using live bait in the Canary Islands, the analyses on the development
af the CPUE, as well as the studies on fishing with ﬂnatmg objects and on free schools of the Spamsh purse
seine fleet inithe, Atiantic Ocean. : : - : : -

REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION BY SPAIN OF C e
THE SWORDFISH MANAGEMENT MEASURES o

The ICCAT Recommendations which establish regulations on catch and/or effort of the swordfish fisherigs
take 1958 as a point of reference. Thus, Spain wishes to inform the ICCAT Member States as well as the
Commission itself of the actions whick the Spanish fisheries administration has taken on this swordfish fishery
prior to the Recommendations and in implementing these since 1991. - . :

1988-199]1 period

Due to the uncertainty in the preliminary assessments, as well as other mpirical indicators of the fishery,
8pain, ‘based on domestic reports, at the unilateral level and awaiting assessments with a higher degree of
cartainty, adopted precautionary measures, with raspect to the north Atlantic, The objectives, were on the one
hand, the conservation of the swordlish resource, and on the other hand to reduce the repercussions which the
adoption of possible measures could have in the future for the management of this fishery:

-~ Effort of a sector of the flest was transferred from the north Atlantic to the socuth stack.
--  An Ezperimental Observer Program wag initiated in 1990, whose objectives wers:

- Know]edge. on. fishing, strategies as regards ﬁshing areas.
T s hGeRrs.. oo
- Rehabmty of the mformat:on compiled by cuf.he,r SOUrces.
- Associated species.
- Binlegical data on these species: size, sex, gonad indices.
- Knowledge on the catch levels,
- Landings.
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-  Possible discards.
- Comparison of these data with other sources,
Some 241 fishing days with observers were carried outj-with an observed effort of 611,000 hooks and a
2.5% coverage rate of the north Atlantic.

With the introduction of these messures, n 35% reduction was realized in catches in the nerth Atiantic,
with Tespect 0 1388 as well as a 32% reduction in nominal sffort. : :

1991-1993 period

Since 1991, based on the entry inta forcs of the ICCAT Recommendation, the following measures were
adupted:

. v
B

-~ At the lepislative Jevel:

- Incorporation of the ICCAT recommendetions to the national legislation, by means of the publication
of the mensures adopted hy the Cnmn:ussmn in the Official State Bullelin No. 48, dated February 25,
1991, :

-~ Cirenlar No. 1/91 of the Director Genearel of Fishery Resources to the entire extractive sector: boat
owners, brotberhoods of fishermen, producers organizations, etc., which instructs the Spanish {ishing
fleet on the concrete measures it must comply with in its activity direcfed at swordfish, whose area
of operation is defined in the Officizl State Bulletin No. 48, dated February 23, 1991, pubhshed
beforchund.

Although all the ICCAT Recommendations are included in the juridic norms and whose compliance is
obligatory for the Spanish fishing fleet, different measures have heen teken for the application of sach one of
the Recommendations, To understand better the actions lsken, the JCCAT Recommendations are numbered and
the actions carried out for the implementation and compliance of these are piven below:

FIRST: That the Contracting Parties whose nationals have been acrively fishing for swordfish in the North
Atlantic inke measures to reduce the fishing mortality of fish weighing more than 25 kg in the area north
af five degrees Norih latitude by 15 percent from recent levely, The reduction in fishing mortality shall be
determined by the carch in 1988 or may be a reduction of fishing effort that will result in the equivalent
reduction of fishing mortaliry,

Various alternatives were reviewed, among them the establishment of a TAC, or:a control of effort as the
most effective measures to implement this first Recommendation,

The establishment of a TAC presents serious difficulties of inspaction and control, as well as the passibility
of indirectly provoking under-estimates of the reported catches, thus creating undesirable effects on the scientific
dutn bases and consequently on the knowledge on the staius of {he stocks. Also,.it.favors re-flagging, as has
been the case on numerous occasions when strict TACs were established,

On the other hand, the Spanish fleet because of its characteristics, can earry out landings at numerous
points, ¢ well as transshipments to vessels of other flags, and both operations are difficuit to control with a
view to abiding by the TACs established,

Contiequent]}r and taking into account all these elements, it was decidad that cnntrol]mg effort was the most
efficient operative measure.

To this end, an Order was prepared and poblished on January 8, 1993, regulating the surface longline flest
in internationsl fishing grounds.

In accordazce with that autlined in the Final First Provision of - the aforementioned Order, dated August
3, 1993, the Official State Bulletin No. 184, published by Resnlutmn of July 23, 1993, the "Special Census of
Surface Lunghne Vessels" in mternatmnal fishing grounds,
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Also, the Official State Bulletin No, 229 of September 24, 1593, published by Resolution of Tuly 30, 1993,
emong others, the Updated Census of Surface Lonpline Vessels Classified as "National Fishing Grounds®.

‘ Bath these esch and every one of the vessels that conld request authorization to fish swordfish. The

selection criteria te prepare these census lists have been highly restrictive, takinp into account the objective of
the atorementioned measures was to control overall fishing efforl limiting the number of vessels susceptible te
accede to this fishery. -

The first, by means of the design of Fishing Plans of a guarterly periodicity, defines number of vessels,
the number of fishing days, the number of days at sen and aress, among othsr slements.

The secomé consists of Temporary Fishing Permits (TFP) of an individual nature, for each one of the
vessels included in the Fishing Plan. The duration of these is variable, depending.on the type of vessel, whether
it a freezer or fresh fish vessel. The TFPs pive details on the obligatory measures that vessels must observe
in carrving out their activity,

The incompliance of any of the required demands could result in:

£}
b)

Not. zutharizing g new Temporery Fishing Permit,
The suspension of the TFP in effect, with the subsequent return to tha base port

Other measures for the diversification of effort have haen:

R)
by -

Experimental searching cruises in other oceans, finznced by Community and national funds.
Incentives of 2 general nature foreseen by the legislation in effect for the scrapping of fishing vessels.

SECOND: In order 10 protect small swardfish, the Contracting Parties take the necessary measures to
prohibit the taking and landing of swordfish in the entire Atlaniic Ocean weighing less than 25 kg live
welght (125 cm lower jaw fork length); however, the Countracting Parties may grant talerances 1o boats
which have incidentally caprured small fish, with the condition that this incidental cateh shall not exceed
15 perceni of the number of fish per landing of the iotal swordfish catch of said boats.

In addirion, the Contracting Parties are encouraged to take other appropriale measures within their
national jurisdictions to prarecr small ywordfish, including, but nor Umired 1o, the establishment of time
and area clesures. - e

With regard io this recommendstion, besides the aforementioned pertinent legislation, the following actions
have been carried cut:

a)

b)

)

Conscientiousness of the fleet not to operate in areas of juvenile concentrations, through information
seminars on the convenience of fishing strategies in relation to the JCCAT recommendations and the
cxercize of responsikle fishing.

Institutional publicity campaigns on radio, in the press and on television, directed at fishermen and
consumers with the objective of improving the exploitation of the fishing resources, i.2, with decided
protection of juveniles,

Specific development of on-board, scientific abserver programs to evaluate, among other paremeters,
the catches of juveniles, levels of discards, fishing strategies, ete.

The duys fiching observed were increased substantially to about 400 days/year.
Port inspections. The number of inspections, within the framework of the ICCAT Port Inspection
Scheme, has been increased significantly, which resulted in morea control and a considerable increase

in the number of inspections carried cut ox this fleet.

The Seasonal: Fishing Permils within the overall conditions for fishing which they inelude, also
include specific lines which limit.catches of individuals less than.125 em or 25 kg in weight.
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THIRD: The Contraciing Parties that are directly fishing for swordfish shall iake the necessary meavures
ta limit the fishing mortality of swordfish in the entire Atlantic Qcean ta rhe level of catch in 1988, or will
timit the fishing effort that will result in the equivalent level of fishing mortelity,

In order to comply with this Recommendation, the same package of messures of the FIRST
Recommendation are applied, since both refer to the control of sffort and its diversification.

R J T .o

FOURTH: That, norwithstanding the first and third paragraphs, Contracting Parties whase recent carch

levels are small shall keep their annual carches within levels that are reasonable and abide by conservation

measurey menticned in paragraph rwo.

With regurd to this Recommendation, no special measures have been adopted since the Spanish fleet ig not
categorized within this provision.

FIFTH: That the Confracting Parties whese nationals do not target swordfish in the North Atlanie Ocean
shall take necessary meayures to limit the incidemal caich to no more rhan 10 percent of rhe tatal weight
af the entire carch yo thar fishing morcality of swerdfish will stay af the currem. level.

This Recommendation also did not require special measures for ils 1mplementation since the Spanish fleat
does not have incidental catches of swordfish.

- If indeed the measures adbpied are important, Spain eonsiders the application of these measures of major
importance;’ sifte in’ order to maintain or modify such restrictive criteria and which have such serious
consequences for the larpe fleets that direct their activity at swordfish, the efficiency of the measures musi be
taken into acconnt based on the attaining the pmposed cbjectives.

Do cl B LA T

-« Ifi ‘this respeet, the impact of the measures applied has been as follows: S St TR

a) With regard 1o the FIRST Recommendation, the Spanish fleet has reduced nominal effort in the north
Atlantic from the refe.rem:.c year 1988 to 1992 by more than doubls the level rscommended by
ICCAT,

b} As concerns the SECOND Recomimendation, the level of fish less than 125 ¢m or 25 kg in weight
has heen reduced from 31.4% in 1988 to 15.2% in 1991 and from 17.1% in 1992, with an avecage
value {(waighted average) of 16.1%, for the eatire Atlantic Ocean. This implies for the entire Atlantic
a reduction of 30% with respect to the juvenile catches in 1988,

These duta are encouraging, taking into account that, based on the data of scientific observers, the
levels of voluntary diseards are close to "0".

¢} The THIRD Recommendation has been equatly implemented by Spein, sincs for the sntire Atlantic,
not only has thers been & freeze on the Spapish fleet, a5 recommended,b ut the fleet has baen reduced
significantly with respect to the lavel of 1988.

Based on these results, it is considered that snitable measures heve been taken from the point of view of
this fleet in arder to sttain the proposed objective of the ICCAT Recommendations. Therefore, far 1994, these
measures continued in effect.

Attached herewith are all the lsgislative measures, as well as the censuses, the model of the Seasonal
Fishing Permit, corresponding to the north and south Atlantic, : :
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EkPLANATORY.NOTE ON THE INSPECTIONS CARRIED OUT BY SPAIN -
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ICCAT PORT INSPECTION SCHEME - ...

Sixty-two (62) inspections have been carried out at Spanish.ports (Table 2} The: List of. InSpanmrq 1'5
attached as Table 3. The vesszls wmspected. are of differcnt flag states, as detailad-below: - . @ = v

-- 40 Spanish flag vessels
& .- 4 Ttalian flag vessels : CL A R R S

“vo - .3 French flag vessels - . : S R St e
-~ 5 Panamanian flag vesscls S T P R UL TSP
-~ 2 Danish flag vessels
--~ . 1 Balpium flag vessel . . i Conpn
- 1 Papua-New Guinea flag vessel O G
- 1 Portuguese flag vessel
- 1 Maltese flag vessel
== 1 United Kingdom flag vessel

Y 1 Houg Kong flag vessel.

An inspection of & transpart truek was alse carried out,

Infractions Reports were drawn up on 22 oceasions. The rﬁajnrity of the infractions corresponded to
anomalies nat related to the ICCAT Recommendations, such as anti-regulatory net mesh sizes, lack of loghuoks.
fa:lure to fill in the loghooks, failure to ldﬂﬂtlfy the eqmpmant elc.

I fuur of the inspections, thrae vessals and -one transport truck,- the Infraction Report corresponded ta
catches and passession of immatura biuefin tuna. A total of 31.5 crates, equivalent to 364 Kg, were confiscated.

e . APPLICATION BY SPAIN OF THE ICCAT BLUEFIN TINA
s .- . STATISTICAL DOCUMENT PROGRAM

Due tu the ﬁl]mg in uf' a Regwte.r of Entry of ICCAT Statlshcal Documents rasu!ted in a more in-depth
ﬂna]yqlq of the complexity of the implementation of the Program. ' e

The tatal number of Documents validated hy the Chambers of Commerce amounted te 337, which
represents a total volume of 4,216,310 Kgs (i.e. 4,216 MT) of biuefin tuna exporle.ci to Japan e

Some 507 Documents were received without validation, transmilted by the Gencrd[ Dlractorate of Customs
and attached ta the documents required for.all experts. The total of thege exports.of bluahn tuna amounted to
221,518 Kgs, or 221.5 MT. -

Of the validated documents, 249 corresponded to exports of hluefin tuna from the Mediterranean. Sevenly-
six (76) validated doeuments from the same area cerresponded to frozen products. The total of the fresh praduct
exports from the Mediterranean resched 1,463,657 Kgs (i.e. 1,463.6 MT). Exports of frozen products amounted
to 1.278.32 Kgs, ar 1,278 MT. Exports of bluefin tuna from the Atlantic are included in 11 Documants
validated for fresh bluefin and which represenis a total of 1,077,552.3 Kgs (1.077.5 M'T), Two {2} validated
Documents were presented for frozen bluefin tuna, for z totsl of 428,602 Kgs or 428.6 MT.

Of the non-validated Documents, the following mformatmn is taken:

-- 307 Documents corresponded to fresh bluefin tina From the Mediterranean, which represented a total
ot 220,004 Kgs, or 22 MT.

It shouid be pointed cut that the in the validated Documents the French flag vessel "Marcel II* is indicated
as a Spanish flag vessel in 4 instances, with 2 total of bluefin tupa exported emounting to 43,967 Kgs (43 MT).
Also, a4 vessel ("Axurra") whose flag is not elearly determined {French or Italian) showed exports amounting
to 3,198 Kgs, or 3 MT,
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For the ICCAT Meeting, Japan transmitted a latter to the ICCAT Executive Secretary concerning the
implementation of the aforementioned Program. That letier includes three annexes, which refer ta the imports
to Japan in the monthe af June, July and August, indiceting the number of Documents from each country and
the total of the imaports, These annexes also reflect the anomalies encountered in the filling in of the Documents

and the information from Contracting and non-Contracting Parties concerning institutions accredited to validate
the Docnments.

As regards Spain, the information on the number of Docements and the total preduct imported shows
noteble differences. For the total of the months of June, July and August, the number of Documents from Spain
ere 121 and the total of the imports amount fo 279,185 Kas.

This difference can be due to varions reasons:
a} The report by Jupan seems only to include fresh and chilled bluefin tuna. This is quite strange, since
the implementation of the Document for this type of fresh tuna will be effective starting December 1, It would

be necessary to elso know the imports to Japan of frozen blnefin tuna, 50 a5 to measure better the effort which
it being directed on bluefin tuna in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean.

b} Possibly, some of the Spanish exports had not yet entered Japan.

The landings by French vessels at Spanish Mediterranean ports amounted to 1,837,736 Kgs, or 1,638 MT.

Table 1, Spanish catches (MT) of tunas and swordfish, 198%9-1993

Species 1959 19940 1991 1992 993
Yellowfin tuna 61640 68605 397713 51704 44226
Skipjack mna 35300 47834 72642 51083 57920
Bigeye tuna 7660 10355 18537 17601 19618
Alhacore 25447 25876 18166 20089 19323
Bloefin tuna 5012 4629 3664 4532 7059
Swordfish ' 16485 13859 12558 11857 13141
Small tonas 5077 6052 3664 H3B 1235
TOTAL 156621 177310 189004 157504 162724
253



Table 2. ICCAT Inspections

2

TNSPECTION TYPEOF 3 ~ FISHING

REG.# LIST MATRIFOLIO NAME OF VESSEL  NATIONALITY - PORT ACT FISHINGTYFPE - GROUND
3064 94 3 Gl4/02167 Maral l Spain Surface L. Highiseas

306894 3 VI-2/ 02370 Punta Bagar Spain SurfaceLL. - Highiseas

306294 3 AL-2/01789 Punta Delgada . Spain Surface 1L Mauritania

306394 3 VI-5/09959 Xiada - Spain . . . Surface LL High seas

2606 93 3 VI-5/09545 Sirin Segundo =) Spain . Burela Surface LL EEC (Bay of Biscay)

261693 X 001/00001 Reefer Cape > United ngdom - Sta. Eug. Riveira Undetermined Undetermined

258893 X 19142-00090 Albacora Caribe -~ Panama Caramifial Large freezer tuna vessel High seas

102594 N CA-2/00273 Albacora Frigo Dos Spain Caramifial - Seychelles

261593 X D/13351 Tce Crystal Denmark Caramifial - . Others

261493 X D/13354 Ice Star Denmark Caramiiial , Others : Senegal

1371794 X HP/00008 Praslin Reefer Panama Caramifial Undetermined Seychelles

102294 X 89-A/18542 Sierra Aralar *  Panama Caramifial = Others p Others

137554 X HP' 00009 Victoria Reefer - Papua-New Guinea Caramifial Undetermined -, - Seychelles

3388 94 O §8-2/01786 SietedeJulic  :  Spain Marin Surfece LL - - South Atlantic

178794 X PAN-19/00141 Tagar " Panama Marin : T Surface LL. . : - High seas

260593 X HP-5/00129 Espadarte Panama Cangas : Other types . . High seas

1616 94 3 GL4/02179 Rampa Spain Cangas Freezer trawl . NAFO

262693 3 VE5/ 09557 Ana Isabel Costa Spain Vigo Surface LL . Poriugal (N.Paral. Peniche)
260093 3 VI-5/09703 Jose Almuifia Spain Vigo Surface LL. Portugal (N.Paral. Pemche)
107394 0 FE-4/02024 Mar Hipanico Spain .. > - Vigo ) Surface LL Spanish waters

107894 t FE-4/02020 Masso 32 . Spain "+ . - Vige ‘ Surface LL Spanish waters

259993 3 VI-7/03333 Monzxe Spain " Vigo Surface LL. - Portugal (N.Paral. Peniche) .
260293 3 FE-4/3068 Nuevo Salmon Spain Vigo - Surface LL Spanish waters '
337794 6 VI-5/09848 Playa de Somo Spain Vigo ' Surface LL South Atlantic

2610 93 3 VI5/09123 Prudencio Spain Vigo : Surface LL Poriugal Portugal (N.Paral. Peniche)
1076 94 3 FE-2/00000 Punta do Castro Spain Vigo : Surface LL EEC (Bay of Biscay)

259693 3 FE-/ 60000 Punta do Castro Spain C o Vige™ - Surface LL. High seas

261793 X N/02689 Queen Mary Three  Malta’ i o Viga! A Surface LL NEAFC waters B

2598 93 3 ST-4/02410 Reina Mercedes Spain Co Vigo ) Surface LL Portugal (N Paral. Peniclic)
261893 X V/IoWTl _ Portugal Vigo : : Surface LL High seas ,
261193 3 VI 02147 Segundo Ribel Spain Vigo : - Surface LL Portugal Portupal (N.Pamal. Pemche)
261393 3 VI-7/03557 Suse Spain Vigo : ) Surface LL Portugal Portugal (N.Paral. Peniche)
261993 X L-192/05125 Thunnus Hong Kong Vigo ’ Others High scas

2608 93 3 VI-7/03335 ‘Fosca Segundo Spain Vigo . Surface LL. Purtugul (N.Paral. Peniche)
2601 93 3 VI5/10138 Leyce Spain Bayonne : Surface LL Higph sgas

360793 3 VI-7/60000 Amencer Spain La Guardia - Surface LL Morocco e
260993 3 VI15/09198 Dia Segundo Spain La Guardia . ; Surface LL - Morocco e
260393 3 GI-4/02167 Maral Spain La Guardia ] Surface LL Highseas o
259593 3 VI5/07765 Pleamar Spain Vigo : Surface L1 Highseas oo
2358 94 X KS577/00768 Cayenne France P g Undetermined Undetermined :

1094 94 0 S8-2/01786 Siete de Julio Spain - B Mzmn : Surface LL Hiph seas &~ T
189094 3 VI-5/07460 Urbasa . Spain © T Mada § F P High seas :
114594 X 11111 Albrih - Belize 0 Cangas  f Freezer trawl . NAFO .

1608 94 3 VI-5/10037 Baz .. Spain : Vigd . ! Co Surface LL - Hiphseas -
1781 94 3  Gl4/62181 Cedes .+ Spain . . T Vigo n Surface LL Others s
1331 M 3 G4/ 02167 Maral Spain Vigo Surface LL *  High seas Lo
1611 %4 3 HU-3%01533 Paco Vazquez Spain Vigo Surface LL High seas

135994 6 VI5/09848 Playa de Somo Spain Vigo Surface LI High seas



Table 2. (Cont’d)

INSPECTION TYPEOF FISHING
REG. # LIST MATRIFOLIO NAME OF VESSEL  NATIONALITY PORT ACT FISHING TYPE GROUND
259493 ¢ CU-1-6/00693 Puerto de Figueras Spain Vigo | Surface LL High scas
161294 3 VI-2/02370 Punta Bazar Spain Vigo . Surface LL High seas
161394 3 AL-2/01789 Punta Delgada Spain Vigo . Surface LL High seas
3 Gisberlande IV GGo39z A France - L'Ametlla Tuna purse seine Mediterranean
3 Tio Gel CP-3-200% Spain L'Ametlla Tuna purse seine Mediterranean
3 Louis Francoise I 436671 ST France © L'Ametila Tuna purse seine Mediterranean -
3 AngeloC 9PA-321 Italy Tbiza Surface driftnet Mediterranean -
3  Ignacio Padrel SR-2369 Italy : Almeria Surface LL Mediterranean
3  Aurora CT-691 Ttaly Almeria Surface LL. Mediterranean
3 Giannella CT-245 Italy Carboneras Surface LL Mediterranean
3 Estrella del Mar 3-AT-2-755 Spain Santa Pola Surface LL Mediterranean -
3  Arriero- . :
Transportista Spain Santa Pola Surface LL Mediterranean
3 Ciudad de Torreviejn  3-AT-3-564 Spain Torrevieja Purse seine East Mediterranean
3  Hnos. Ruso Anton 3-AT-2-738 Spain Santa Pola Trawl Mediterranean
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Table 3. List of Inspectors

LAST NAME, First Name

GIL GAMUNDI, Juen Luis

SANTOS MANEIRQ, J. Tomas
FONTAN ALDEREGUIA, Manuel
VITURRO CHIRINO, Andres Ramea
PAIS PINEIRO, Jose

SAAVEDRA ESPANA, Jesus

LESTON LEAL, Tuan Manuel
RODRIGUEZ RODRIGUEZ, Victar Ramon
SIEIRA RODRIGUEZ, Jose
LARRANAGA CES, Carlos Maria
JURADO PLAZA, Anionio B,

ABALDE NOVAS, Tomas

FERNANDEZ COSTAS, Antonio Damian
SAN EMETERIO IGLESIAS, Andres

MUNAR FERNANDEZ, Pedro Antonio
AMUNARRIZ EMAZABEL, Schastian
TENORIO RODRIGUEZ, Jese Luis
ROMERQO INSUA, Jesus

MOLINA ROMEROQ, Jose Antonio
ZAMORA DE PEDRQ, Carlos
GONZALEZ TUﬁEZ,_ Jose Manuel Lo
DIAZ SIMIL, Joﬁe Luis

RUIZ LLAMERA, Jose Luisg

DOIRO GARCIA, Avaling Miguel

VIDAL MANEIRQ, Juan Manuel

PRIETO FERNANDEZ, Jose Manuel
DURAN ABUIN, Santiage

FONTANET DOMENECH, Felipe Manuzl

Table 4. Amount of bluefin tune (Tharnus thynnas) declared {in Kgs) and distribution of the Statistical
Docaments {in #)

DOCUMENTS WITH VALIDATION

Fresh Praduces Frozen Products

TOTALS
- # of # of # OF DOCS ,
Fishing area Daocs Kgs Docs Kps KGS
Meditsrrangan 249 1,463,657.00 76 1,278,032.20 325 2,741,689,20
Atlantic il 1,077,552.30 2 428,602.00 13 1,506,1_5_-_‘-1.30
TOTAL 260 2,541,209.30 78 1,706,634.20 338 4,247,843.50
DOCUMENTS WITHOUT VALIDATION
Fresh Products Frozen Products TOTALS
Fishing aren #of # of # OF DOCS _
Docs Kgs Docs Kgs KGS
Mediterranean 507 230,004.00 D 0.00 507 220,004.6G0
Atlantic 0 (.00 ¥ 0.00 0 8.60
TOTAL 507 220,004.00 0 0.00 507 2?.b,(|_04.00
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BLUEFIN TUNA CATCHES BY AREA

Atlantic
(35.5%)

Mediterranean
(64.5%)

Mediterranean 2,741,689.2 Kgs.

Atlantic 1,506,154.3 Kys.
Tatal: 4,247 843.5 Kgs.

Catches nre. noted from documents validated by the Chambers of Commerce.

COMPARISON OF DOCUMENTS
WITH AND WITHOUT VALIDATION

Doenments with validation 338
Documents withont validation 507
Total number of documents: 845
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NATIONAL REPORT OF SOUTH AFRICA *

by

A. 1. Pemmey "

I. Tuna fishery catch and effor! trends

As a result of past under-reperting of tuna catches in logbooks suhmitted by South African pole and line
vessels (baitboats), total South African tuna catches were estimated by scaling logbook returns ta totals reparted
by tuna dealers and exporters. These estimates indicate a 25% decrease in tofal tuna catch, resulting entirely from
a decreage in the cateh of south Atlantic albacore (see Table 1) Albscore continues to be the only species of
importance to the South African fishery, contributing 99 % to the total catch. Catches of bigeye and yellowfin tuna,
made as & by-caich to the pols fishery, increased sliphtly to 102 MT and 261 MT, respectively. No tunu calches
were made with longlines or purse seine nets, hut a recreational fishery, using rod and reel to fish for swordfish,
developed off Cape Point in the SW Cape. This fishery targets large aduli swordfish and reported 2 MT caught,
aithough many of these fish were actually tagped and released.

South African pole boats were initially excluded from fishing in Namibian waters following Namibian
independence in 1990. During 1992 and 1993, approximately 23 South African vessels were gramted permits to
fish in Namibian waters, uader joint-venture agreements with Namibian fishing companies. A Namibian statistical
data callection system was implemented in 1993, and data collected estimated a total South African tuna cateh off
Namibia of 2,287 MT, including 2,172 MT of albacore. Comparison with Scuth African data on catch-per-area
(see Table 2), indicates that South African data under-estimated the catch off Namibia, and that the actual total
catch by South African vessels should be approximatsly 3,485 MT, only a 15% decrease over estimated 1992 total
catches,

During 1993, permits weres issued to 90 Japanese and 30 Taiwanese vessels to longline for tune in South
African waters. No detniled data reporting requirements area sssociated with these permits, and foreign vessels
have ouly bean required to report an annual (otal catch per spscies made in South African waters. It is therefore
not possible to determine the total catches made under these permits within the ICCAT area. However, reported
tota] catches show that Japanese vessels are targeting on bigeye tuna, yellowfin tuna and swordfish, with 8 minor
reported catch of southern bluefin tune, much of this catch being made to the east of the ICCAT area. Taiwanese
vessels are targeting on albacore, with lesser catches of yellowfin tuna, bigeye tuna and marlin species.

2, Statistical data collection systems

South Africa first implemented a logbook system to monitor the fishing efforts of her tuna fleet in 1985,
as part of the development of the National marine Linefish System, This system monitors all linefishing vessels
and not just tuna vessels, as most tuna vessels are also active in the squid jigging and finfish handline fisheries.
Coverage of South African tuna catches wsing this system has pradually improved since 1985. By 1990,
comparisony with dealer retumn data showed that logbooks reporied approximately 73% of the total tuna catch.
Most ¢ the un-reported catch was made by smaller vessels which opportunistically enter fishery at time of high
albacore ahundance in nearshore waters, Dealer returns are still used to moazitar total catch levels, as recent
comparigons indicate that logbook returns still under-report the total catch.

As # result of the multi-species nature of South Africa’s line fisheries, there are substantial problems
associated with determining effective effort directed at any particular species group, and this is true for the tuna
vessals, During the past year, substantial research effort has been directed at determining the effective effort

* Qriginal report in English,
** Sua Fisheries Institute.
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associated with the reported albacore catches, while excluding effort directed at other species. During 1994, the
albacore CPUE datn series was standardized using Genegral Linear Modelling techniques,” and the resultant index
has been used in recent assessments of the southern Atlantic albacore resource. Initial resuits of the South African
GLM analyses suggest that South African caich rates ara more reflecive of factors controlling albacore availability
with the Scuth African nmearshore tuna fishing areas, than aof south Atlantic albacore abundance.

Following the declaration of Namibian independence in 1990, South African vessels were excluded from. the
rich Tripp Seamount albacore fishing area, pending the negotiation of licenses to fish in Namibian waters. Since
then, 25 South African vessels have ohtsined wna fishing rights in Wemibian waters, operating under charter to
Namibian companies under joint-venture agreements. As a result, reporting of these catches to the South- African
data system declined, However, ressarch ccoperation negotiations have been initiatsd betwsen South Africa and
Namibia and it is hoped that these will result in a cooperative catch m{)mtormg system, covering albacore catches
in both South African and Namibian waters. :

Various foreign vessels have alse been granted fishing rights in South:African waters. In 1993, permits were
issued to 90 Japanese and 30 Taiwanese vessels o fish for tuna and related species n South -African waters using

longlines, To date, the monitaring of catehes by these vessels bas been relatively supsarficial, and permit holders -

are required only to provide annual summariss of ths total catch per species made in South African waters. No
observer pragram is eonducted on these vessels. In response to various requests for information on catches by such
vessels, South Africa is currently investigating the possibilily of improving the resalutmu in data prnwded by such
foreign flag fishing operations. S .

3, Implementation of tuna management measures

As South Africa has no commercial fisheries for bluefin tuna or swordfish, most of the numerous ICCAT-
recommended management measures for these species are not applicable to South Africa and so have not been :
implemented in domsstic legislation. Althouph the catches of yellowfin end bigeye tunas are also small, South
Africa implemented the ICCAT recommended minimum weight limits for these speciesiin-1973 and 1580, -
respectively. Most recently, South Africa implemented the minimum size (125 em) and weight(25 kg) limits for
swordfish in August, 1992. In addition, the sele of swordfish has been prohibited, except when caught as an
incidental by-catch in traw! or longline fisheries, in which case the swordfish catch must not. excced 10% of the
mass of the toial eateh. Do L o

Recreationel fishermen in South Africa are currently prohibited from catching more than ten tuca of any
particular species per person in any one day, It is also prohibited for any vessel, including foreign vessels, to carry
or use any large-scale drift net in South African waters. With ragard to foreign vessels permitted to fish in South
African walers, only longline gear is permitted, all ICCAT weight limits and domestic legislation must also be
adhered to. e

4, Inspectmn of tuna landmge

Snuth Africa is currently a signatory to the ICCAT Port Inspectlnn Schem&, and bas annually appointed
[nspectors to inspect tuma catches in South Africsn harhors. However, the only foreign vessels transshipping tuna
in these harbors are Jepan and Taiwan, neither of which are sipnatories to the scheme. Catches by these vessels
have therefore not boen inspected, and efforts havs concentrated on South African baitboats. Duning 1993, 15
inspections were conducted in Cape Town harbour and 20 inspections in Hout Bay harbour. These inspections
sovered 29 South African vessels, two Portugusse vessels and one Taiwanese vessel operated under charter to a
South African compeny. Al} of these vessels fished only with pals and line, and the vessels inspected off-loaded
approximately 24,000 tuna, consisting almost entirely of albacore. As there are no limits on albacore, few fish
were measured, although between 10 and 25 fish were weighed from each discharge to determine average fish
weights. A few bigeye and yellowfin tunus were weighed, and were all found to weigh in excess of 30 kg each.

Permits issned to foreign vessels to fish for tuna in South Africen walers specifically require that South
African inspectors be allowed to board at any time to inspect catches or ship’s records. However, no inspastions
er cbservations are currently conducted on these vessels. Verious options for improving both the monitoring and
data provision by foreipn vessels fishing for tuna in South Africen waters are currently being investigated.
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5. Other research activities

3,1 Lengrh-frequancy sampling

South Africa is also a signatory to the JICCAT Port Sampling Scheme, conducting jerigth-frequency sampling
of Taiwanese albacore catches transshlppcd in Cape Town harbour, 1n 1993, 2,195 albacare were measured from
2] Taiwanese longliners transhipping 3,216 MT of albacore in Cape Town. In additicn, total dlachargs ﬁguras
were obtuined from shipping agents for all these transstipments, and forwarded to TCCAT for companhon ‘with
reported catch data.

Maost length-frequency sampling effort was directed at South African pole boats off-loading cafches nf
albacore in Cape Town and Hout Bay harbors, where n total of 6,068 albacore wers measured. Most of these fich -
were caught in the 3W Cupe region, with fewer samples being available from the W. Cape. All fish caught by
South African vessels operating in Nemibia have (o be off-loaded at Namibian ports, so no sempling of these
catches could be done in South Africa. However, Nam:hm has naot initiated a sampling program, and data should
be avmllab!e frnm 1994 DDWH.]'(]E:.

As'in past years analys:ls of the length-frequency dats (scc Figure 1) shows that most albncore caught by
South Africa 1 the SW Cape were 70 cm to B0 cm fork length. Inierestingly, catches made in the W Cape
included sn additional mode ‘of alhacore from 60 cm to 70 cm fork length, which is vansual for this more nurthem
area. In the pest, the smaller recrnits have usually been caught in the more southerly fishing areus. S

3.2 Albacore stock assessment o
Cheadlitasts LLEr Lo
South Africa has conducted an annual assessment of the state of the southern Atluntic albacore stock, upon
which our ﬂshery depends, for discussion by the ICCAT albacore species group. Initial dynamic pmduatmn model
assessments in 1661 mdlcated thdt the. stack was explo:ted beyond an ﬁbtlmﬂlﬂd MSY of 21,000 MT. Su'bsequent o
to 25,000 MT, but that the resource was still exploited beyond this level. However, there. were cerlain’ probluns
with standardization of the CPUE indices, particularly for Taiwan, and no abundance index had been pmduced fnr
the South African surface fishery. During 1993 and 1994, substantial efforts were therefore made to° prnduce. GLM
slundardized CPUE indices for both the Taiwaness and South African fisheries, using the originsi raw datﬂ ‘and
to use these in revised dyoamic production model assessments of the sonthern Atlantic albacore stock” e

The South African sbundance index does not appear to reflect the abundance of the albacore restirce, hut
more the availability of alhacere to the inshore surface fleets. This is hardly surprising, but has littlé éffect ‘when
incarporated in the revised assessments. The fapanese and re-standardized Teiwanese indices still l:lu:mnale the
assessments, and revised assessments are even more pessimistic than those conducted to ‘date. The re§Gurce i§ "
estimated to be markedly deplsted, to approximately 20% of its unsxploited level, and fo have an M8Y of -~
approximately 23,000 MT. Resource prajections under various catch strategies suggest that current annual catches
of over 28,000 MT need to be reduced tn 18,000 MT, at most, to stabilize the pnpuiafmn, ‘and” that further
reductians may be necessary if the resource daes not recover under this sirategy.
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Table 1. Total South African catches (in metric tons) of tunn species by various methods during
1992 and 1993

Afbacere Yellawfin Bigeye Skipjack ) Swordfish Toral

Method J992 1993 993 1893 (992 1993 1992 1993 1992 1993 1992 983
Pole Casch 6306 4500 63 - 257 51 102 5 4 - - 6425 4883
Longline - - - - - - - - - - -
Purse seine - - - - - - - - - - - -
Rod & reel 54 35 6 4 - - 1 1 - 2 61 43
Trawl - - - - - - - - - 2 - 2
Total 6360 4535 69 261 51 102 6 ] 0 4 6486 4907

Table 2. Total estimated albacore catches {mefric tons) by South African baithoats in the SW Cape,
Cape and Namibia, as reported to the South African and Namibian statistical systems

‘Carch area " 1993 albacore catch
South African data
Southwest Cape 1,007
West Cape 1,942
Namibia 1,586

Numibian data
Namibin 2,173
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Figure L. Length-frequeney distribution of south Atlantic albacore caught during 1993 hy the South African
pole and line fishery fishing in the southwest and west Cape fishing regions.
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NATIONAL REPORT OF URUGUAY ~
by ' T : L i

0. Maera ™

1, Introdaction

The Urugnaysn tuna ﬁsher)' is carried out'in the Uruguayan EEZ and in adjacent internetional waters by
a small longline fleet whese main targel species in swordfish. In recent years, there has been a chnnge in fishing
pattern with the graduval introduction of small-sized vessles with ice wells, which operate using American or
Spanish fongline, thus substituting the freezer vessels of larger draft of Japanese origin. The pumber of tunas
vessels [ying Lhe flag of Uruguay declined gradually to one vessel in 1991, followed by a slight imcrease since
1952, with the eniry of the aforementioned vessels, and reached a total of four vesssls in 1994 (Table 1).

1 I
' PERRP

2. The catches °* B R o Lot .

The increase in sffort was reflected in the catches, which amounted ta 371 MT of tuna and tuna-like fishes
in 1992 (Table 2), 97 MT ‘more than in 1991, The 1993 reporiéd catches reached 355 MT, which is considered
under-estimzated, due to prub]ams detected in the reportmg of the catches and to the Iack cf adequate monitoring
of the landings, as wds done in prewous years,

Of the total reported catch in1993, 86 % corresponded to swordfish and tuna; the remainder was comprised
maiely of pelagic sharks and incidental catches of eilfish and others.

o

2.1 Swordfish and runas. .. -

Swordfish has always been one of the main species taken by ths fiset and sincs 1992 it has been the target
gpecies, which has resulted in receot years in an increase in the percentage of the catch of this species (Table 3).
The maximum sessonal values continue being recorded during the third guarter.

The next most important catches in 1993 were 46 MT of bigeye (13 %)}, 20 MT of yvellowfin (6%), and 28
MT of albacare (8%), although the latter is not a target species of the fleet.

2.2 Sharks

The percentage of sharks landed hy the tuna fleet remeined at about 10%, and is Ic'nmprised muainly of fsurus
oxyrinchus and Lamna nasus, Lately, the landings of Priopace glawea and some Carcharidae species have
increased. The former species is the mast abundant although it is not always landed. There are a large number of
sharks that ure discarded, after extracting the fins. The total percentage caught is estimated at about 50%, The
declipe from 109 MT in 1992 to 50 MT in 1993, as shown in Table 2, is due to the lack of reporting of the
catchas,

3. Research and statistics

The Nutionmal Institute of Fishing {INAPE) is the only agency dedicated to the study of thesse rssources,
which is in charge of collecting statistics, carrying out research and monitoring this {fishary.

s

# Original epuerl in Spanigh.
** National Inslitute of Fishing.
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In recent years, preliminary estimates have been made based on catches reported in the loghooks and on
landing records, due to the lack of logbook records. In 1992 and 1993, thers was a notable increase in the
omission of information in the fishing logbooks, and a decline in the guality of,the data on efforty catches and
fishing arcas. After this was brought to the attention af the vessel owners and capiains, an improvement was noted
in the reported information in 1994. o )

S
[

Sumpling of landings has not been carried out since mid-1992, due to the logistical probiems (lack of means
of transportation, personnel, etc.), io changes in the base port and ta the type of product landed. If the first
problem mentioned could be solved, sampling of the predorsal spines of bigeye, yellowfin and albacore could be
continued. Size sampling of swordfish at port 1s still not viable since swordfish are landed without heads.

Between July, 1993, and July, 1994, size sampling was carried out on sworidfish and tunas on board a U.S.
flag vessel which operated with a special permit in the Uruguayan Exclusive Economic Zone, The data are being
processed and will be tremsmitted to the Secretariat shorily.

Work continued on the updating of the catch and &ffort data base and the analysis of available information
by ares, together with the dynamics on the convergence of areas in the same time/area strata, in order to determine
the correlation between them, On the other hand, the characteristics and behavior of the fleet are being ve-
evaluated, in order to carry out the corresponding standardizations. The decrease in the staff who carry out this
wark has caused delays in the schedule established.

In addition to the technical documents, INAPE alsc publishes, on an annual basis, 2 Commercial Bulletin
which includes information an the exports of species caught by the Uruguayan tuna fleet, by country of destination
and by product type.

4. Management

In accordance with the resolution of the United Nations General Assambly (No. 44/225) of December 1951,
the Government of Urzguay has decreed a law which prohibits the use of "pelagic driftnets® in jurisdictional waters
of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay,

Later in 1993, based on the ICCAT recommendations, a preliminary draft of & Decree was pressntad which
establishes minimum size of 25 kps for the catch and landing of swordfish, with a 15% tolerance in the landings,
by trip, of this species. As regards the minimum size regulations for bigeye and yellowfin, the same procedurs
will be followed. Ouce these dacrees are adopted, the Secretariat of the Commission will be natified accordingly.

Table 1. Number of Uruguayan iuna flag vesgels, by category

GRT N 1991 1992 1993
< 200 2 2
201-500 1 1 2
Total 1 3 4
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_ Table 2. Catches (MT, live weight) taken by the Uruguayan tuna fleet, 1991-1993 ..

Species 1997 1992+ © 1993%
Swordfish _ 158 210 260
Bigeye tlll:;l_ﬁ-l . | 20 ' 36 L _ _.,4_8 '
Yellowfin tubs 62 74 : “eap
Albacore 4 31 | 2%
. Bluefin tina " ! ' 0.2 T
Billfishes 1 - - e
_Total tuna & tuna-like species 274 371 358
Sharks ** | S 37 109" o s0

Others *# - 10 _ S ] . 10..

+ 1997 gnd §943 values are preliminary.
w product weight,

Table 3. Percentage of catches of swordfish and tunas taken by the Urugunyan tuna fleet, 1981-1993*

Year " Swordfisk " Bigeye tuna Yellowfin tuna -~ Albacore =~
1981 T 32 25 e
1882 4 26 s e
© {983 - 45 T L 15 . - 18 0
T 94 54 S0 .10 T
1585 31 15 10 42
1985 42 14 22 21
1987 58 17 9 15
1988 i - 52 15 21 T ¢
© U198 Y -9 10 13 -
1990 76 9 4 13
1991 57 7 23 12
1992 57 15 20 6
1993 73 13 6 R

~ Parcentsge based on the totel ceiches of tunes and tune-like specics (MT, live weighd,
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NATIONAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES ~
by

U.S. Dopartment of Commerce
Mational Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries service-Southeast Fisheries Science Center

1. Introduction

The total {preliminary) reported 1_8. catch of tuna and tupa-liks fishes {excluding billfishes) in 1993 was
24,384 MT {Table 1). This represents a decrease of 2,386 MT (9% decrease) from 1992,

2_ Fisheries monituring
2.1 Tropical tunas

Yellowfin tuna. Yellowfin is the principal species of tropical tupa landed by U.s. fisheries in the western
nerth Atlantic, Totel landings decreased to 4,260 MT in 1993, from 6,501 MT [anded in 1992 (Table 2).
Approximately 64% of the U.8. yellowfin tuna landings resulted from fish caught (mainly by longline) in the Guif
of Mexico.

Skipjack tuna. Skipjack tuna are also caught by U.8. vessels in the western north Atlantic. Total skipjack
landings declined from 525 MT in 1992 to 290 MT in 1993. Most of the valch 1s by purse seines and is taken off
the U.S, east coast {NW Atlantic) betwean Cape Hatteras and Long Island.

Bipeye tuna. The other farge tropical tuns reported in catches by U.S. vessels in the western north Atlantic
ig bigeyve wuma, In general, U.S. catches of higeye tuna are a minor part of the total bigeye tuna catch as the
majority of catches of this species comes from the eastern and central Atlantic, The majority of U.S. landings af
this species comes from the longline vessels fishing off the east coast of the 1.8. in the area from Cape Hatteras,
North Carolina, to Massachusatts. Annually hetween 1991 and 1993 the amount of higeye taken by longline vessels
ranged from B80.1% to 89.1%. Totul reported catchas for 1993 rose by 27% from 720.8 MT to 913.6 MT, with
significant increases in the longline and pair trawl gears in the northwest Atlantic (Table 3).

2.2 Teniperate tunas

Bluefin funa. The U.s. hluefin tuna fishery continues to be regulated by guotas, limits on calches per trip,
and size limits, To varying degrees, these regulations are designed to restrict total 3.8, landings to preserve the
monitoring mature of the fishery, and to direct effort at large bluefin (> 195 e¢m SFL). Regulations governing the
U.5. fishery were updated in 1992 to be in conformity with the 1991 ICCAT apreements for additional
conservation messures for this species,

Durmg 1992, regulations were promulgated that: prohibited landing of bluefin tuna io excess of ICCAT
recommendations; limited ineideatally-caught bluefin in the seuthern longline fishery lo one fish per trip, provided
2,500 Mhs. of other species were landed and sold (that regulstion remained in effect in 1994 until April 14, when
regulations were promulgated which limited landings to one fish per trip, provided 1,500 1bs. of other species were
landed on trips which landed before May 1, and 3,500 !bs. of other species on trips which landed after April 30);
reduced the rod and recl daily catch of small bluefin from four to two per person, with further reductions
depending on vessel type (private, charter or party-hoats); prohibited the sale of binefin less than 70 inches; and
prohibited retention of biuefin tupa less than 26 inches.

* QOriginol report in English.
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These and other regulatory actions were necessary to improve management end monitoring of the U.S,
Allantic tuna fishery, to conform more clasely to the 1991 ICCAT recommendations, and to enhance collection
of data to improve assessment of the environmental, economic, and social impactlys of the fisheries and of fishery
policy. N

A ER

U.S. vessels fishing in the northwestern Atlantic in 1993 landed an estimated 1,238 MT of bluefin tuna and
discarded dead an estimated 30 MT (total 1,268 MT). Those estimated landings represented an increase of 65 MT
from the estimated 1992 level, and the estimated dead discards were 5 MT higher. The 1993 landings by pear
were: 295 MT by purse seine, 88 MT by harpoon, 224 MT by hand line, 88 MT by longline (of which 54 MT
were from the Gulf of Mexice), 540 MT by rod and resl (of which 209 'MT"WE'SI_the estimated catch of the small

_bluefin fishery off the northeast U.S,), and 1 MT was taken by other gears. The estimatet catch of small bluefin
tuna (< 145 ¢m SFL), 209 MT, was substantially lower than in 1992 when 116 MT were taken; the estimuted
catch of bluefin less than 115 em was 120 MT. In addition to landud catch, an estimated 621 blusfin {about 28
MT) were discarded dead by U.S. longline vessels. Of those discards, an estimated 29 fish (aboul’ 6" MT) ‘were
ceught in the Gulf of Mexico; that total was lower than the estimates for 1992 (45 MT). e

Uncertuinty about the cetch of bluefin less than 177 em SFL taken by rod and réel was estimated by
incorporating variability in the samples from the fishery. A thousand independent baotstrap estimates of that total
catch were made, the median of the estimates was 5,861 fish <115 em, 2,007 fish 115-144 cm, and 349 fish 145-
177 em (129, 80 and 28 MT, respectively). The empirical 90% confidence intervals about those estimatés were:
5,335-6,474, 1,789-2,555, and 287-445 fish, respectively,

In respanse to new (1992) regulations limiting the aljowable catch of small fish by U.S. fishermen, in
conformity with ICCAT agreements, enhanced monitoring of the rod and reel fishery was implemented far the
purpose of providing near real-time advice on catch levels by this fishery. This monitoring activity cdntinued in
1594,

Albacore. Albacore are landed by U.S, vessels. However, this species contributes significantly less to the
total U.S. tuna production than the other tunas. Historically albacore has not been a target of any of the 1J.8. tuna
fisheries operating in the north Atlantic. Total reported catches wers very low prior to 1985, averaging only 22
MT. However, U.S. catches increased substantially with close to 97 % of the production annually coming from the
northeastern U.8. coast i most years, Reported catches of albacors were 453 MT in 1993, a slight increase from
1992 of 377 MT. The amount of albacors taken incidentelly in the directed tuna fisheries hag increased in recent
yedrs: In 1986, the harvest by longline, handline, and gillnet bouts was 24 % of the total albacore harvest, while
the proportion of the 1993 harvest was 38% (Table 4}, Although albacore are not a msjor target of 7.8, tuna
fishermen, they are frequently sought by recreational fishermen off the northeastern U.S. This seasonal fishery
landed 193 MT (43 % of the tota) annual yield) in 1993, a substantial increase from the 1992 level of 103 MT
(27%). The other fisherizs taking albucore are the commereinl longline (swordfish, yellowfin, bigeye), the pillnet
{swordfish), and the handline (bluefin), und recently beginaing in 1993 the pair trawl fisheries. The overall longline
component of albacore landings has increased significantly since 1988. An experimental fishery {pair trawl) fishing
five vessel pairs began opersting in the northeastern U.S. in 1992, This fishery accounted for 67 MT (15%) of
the 1593 albacore yield, a slight decline from the level abserved in 1992 of 109 MT (27%) for this fishery.

2.3 Swordfish C B ."I e

U.S. vessels landed 4,186 MT of swordfish in 1993, a 2% decline from the revised landing figure' af 4,236
MT for 1992. This decline was due, at least in part, to the U.S, implementing repulations in June, 1991, on the
Atlsntic swordfish fishery which includes the entire north Atlantic Ocean north of 3N latitude. The regulations
established an annual quota of 4,360 MT and # minimum size of 23 kg whole weight or 78.7 cm varcass length,
'megsured along the body contour from the cleithrum to the anterior portion of the caudal keel, with a 15%
tolerance for under-sized swordfish based on the total number of swardfish landed per trip. These regulations were
based on the 1990 swordfish stock assessment and ICCAT-adopted measures to reduce fishing mortality on
swordfish. The landings by ICCAT zrea for 1993 (compared to 1992) were: 556 MT (632 MT) from the Gulf of
Mexico (Area 91); 1,457 MT (1,600 MT) from the northwest Atlantic (Area 92); 845 MT (646 MT) from the
Caribbean Sea (Ares 93); and 919 MT (973 MT} from the north central “Atlantic {Area 94A). U.5. swordfish
landings are monitored and tracked from reporis submitted by dealers, vessel ownérs and captains, NMFS§ part
egents, and mandatory daily logbook reports submitted by U.5, vessels peritatted to fish for swordfish.
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The total weight of swordfish sampled for sizing U.S. landings in 1292 by longline, gillnet, and harpeon
gears was 3,331 MT, 76 MT, and 1 MT, as cormpared to 3,220 MT, 8% MT, and 4 MT, respectively, in 1993,
In 1952, the weight of the sampled swordfish lendings represented 89 %, 88%, and 100% of the U.S. total raported
apnual lapdings for longline, gillnet, and harpoon gears, respectively, whereas 1993 sampled swordfish landings
were 88%, 94 %, and 100% of the U.S. total reported annual [andings of swordfish by gear, respectively. Tn 1993,
two additional gear types were used for sizing the landings. The total weight of swordfish sampled by atter trawl
and pair trawl was § MT and 11 MT, which represented 46% and 83% of the U.S. total U.S. reported annual
landings of swordfish, wheress 1993 sumpled swordfish landings for these two gear types were 7 MT and 10 MT,
which represented 100% &nd 100% of the total 1.8, reported aanuzl landings by these gears. The decrease in pair
traw] landings in 1993 was attributed to reguiations which established 2 landed limit of two swordfish per vessel
per trip. During the past thres years, the Southeast Fisheries Center has received specific trip data for swordfish
from 1982 to 1992 for all gear types. These data have been processed, enlered and compared with previous
lendings. Swordfisk landings and catch at size have been npdated for these years., A total of 855 MT of swardfish
was added to the 1982 to 1992 landings for all gears combined, 92% of the swordfish landings added came from
years 1582 to 19EB.

This fishery is alse being monitored via a scienbific observer sampling program, instituted in 1992,
Approximately 5% of the fleet-wide fishing effort is randomly selected for observation during the fishing year.
Duily cateh and effort reports for the permitted U.S, fleet indicated that about 22,000 swaordfish were discerded
dead in 1993, which is estimated to represent approximately 300 MT of swordfish. Comparisen of scientific
observer data with the daily reported catch and effort daia indicated that the daily reports may under-represent the
actual number of fish that were discarded dead. The observer sampling data supports estimates of from
approximately 28,000 fish discarded dead in 1993, representing an estimated 400 MT of swordfish.

2.4 Rillfishes

Blue marlin, white marlin, and seilfish are Janded by recreational rod and reel fishermen and are a by-catch
of the U.S, commercial hung and swordfish longline fisheries. This year (1983) represents the fifth full year of
compliancs under the regulations of the U.S. Fisheries Management Plan for Afiantic Billfishes, which was
implemented in QOctober, 1988. The Plan allows that billfish caughl by recreational gear {rod and reel) may cnly
be landed if the fish are larger than the size limit specified for each species covered by the Plan. Recreatianal
landings of each billfish species are estimated using two data sources: (1) the Large Pelagics Recreational Survey
canducted under contract to the NMFS from which the SEFSC estimates total hillfish cateh from waters along the
northeastern U.8. (north of 35°N latitude); and (2) the SEFSC Recreational Billfish Survey which provides the
number of billfish caught during tournaments held along the southeastern U.8. coast {south of 3FN latitude), in
the Gulf of Mexico, and U.S. Caribbean Sea rapions {i.e., U.S. Virpin Islands and Puerto Rico).

In addition to restrictions on U.8. recrentional harvest, the Managsment Plan also imposed regulations on
commercial fisheriss by prohibiting retention and szle of the thres species at U.S. ports. For this reason, no
official U.5. commercial landings were reported for any of the thres Atlantic species. However, estimates of by-
catch mortality in the U.S. lonpline fleet are made using the data from mandatory pelagic logbooks completed by
U.8. captains snd owners. The numbers of billfish, by species, caught and kept or discarded dead (not those
reported as discarded live) are used in estimating by-catch morlality of billfish caught on longliners.

The preliminary estimates of 1993 U.S. recreational catches for these billfish species, combining the
geographical ureas of the Gulf of Mexico (Area 91), the northwestern Atlantic west of 60°W lengitude (Area 97y,
and the Caribbesn Sea {Area 93) are 76.3 MT for bluefin marlia, 13.0 MT for white marlin, and 11.1 MT for
sailfish. The estimates for 1992 were 49.2 MT, 8.1 MT, and 5.1 MT, respectively, for the three species. The
eatimates of the U.S. recreational catch (landings) assume that the recreational datubase includes all bilifish landed
and does not include any estimates of mortality of released fish. It thus assumes that there is no suhstantial
mortality of billfish released {or tagged and released) in the recrzationa! fishery,

Preliminary estimates of billfish that were kept or dead discarded by-catch in the U,S. commercial longline
fishery in 1993 were 143.8 MT for blue marlin, 23.3 MT for white marlin, and i7.7 MT for sailfish. The
squivelent estimate of 1992 by-catch of billfish was 127,1 MT, 23.0 MT, and 10.6 MT, respectively, for the three
species.
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2.5 Muckerels:

King and Spanish mackerel catches reported by U.5, fishermen are harvestsd using mainly gilinets and
handlines. Major commercial and tecreational fisheries exist throughont the range of bath species, the timing of
which is seasonal in nature. Very intense commereinl gillnet, rod and reel, and recreational rod and reel fisharies
have taken nlace on hoth mackerel species since the early 1960°s throughout their range. Current fisheries.in the
1.8 for both species ara regulated through federsl quotas on commercial landings, minimum size restrictions, and
recreational personal bag limits. It is believed thut conservalion sctions in recent years regarding per trip vessel
landing limits and geographical quotus bave helped te stabjlize gnotss and improve overall stock condition.
Management policies are set for federrlly designated mipratory groups, the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico resource
groups, that have been placed under a rigid re-building plan since 1983 when age-based stock assessments indicated
thal over-fishing was ocourring on three of the four stocks exploited. Because these species accur in both fedsral
and state territorial zones of the U.S., successiul management has required participation by both federal and state
management agencies. Currently; the Gulf of Mexico Spanish mackerel and king mackerel stocks are considered
over-fished.

Harvest of both species has stabilized in recent years, although large fluctuations in recreational catches in
some years have cccurred and overages in commercial landings are still common. The stabilization in yields is
thought to be the direct impact of regulations which have been implemented in an effort to sustain future
production. Factors contributing to fluctuations in annuai recreational harvests include difficulties of enforcement
of differential bap limits imposed in individnal states, large inter-annuel variances in recreational harvest sstimates,
repulations that permit the sale of king mackerel from recreatipnal charter boats after the closure of commercial
fisheries and variations in ysar-class strength. King mackerel yields have ranged from 4,363 MT to 7,264 MT
hetween 1983 and 1992, with an everage productior of 5,993 MT since 1989, Removals of Spanish mackerel have
ranged from 2,784 MT to 5,957 MT between 1993 and 1992, aod since 1989 have averaged 4,655 MT. Landings
for 1993 are preliminary and are not included in these averuges and ranges. .

2.6 Shurka'

In December, 19%2, the U, S. Flshe,ry Menagement Plan for Sharks of the Atiantic Ocean {FMP} was
released. This Plan aims at stabilizing and regulating the rapidly growing shark fishery. The. Plan includes
management measures for 39 of the most fraquently caught sharks and divides them into three groups: large coastal
species {22 species), small coastal sharks (7 species), and pelagic species (10 species). The Plan includes an annoual
commercial quoty of 2,436 MT {(dressed weight} for the large cosstul group and 580 MT for the pelagic group.
For the recreational fishery, the Plan establishes a trip limit of four large coastal and pelagic species combined,
and a daily bag limit of five sharks per person for the small coastal species. Other mansgement mensures inciude
» prohibition of finning (landing only the fins and discarding the carcass), the live release of sharks not landed,
and the (,btabhshment of datn collection: prncer.lures

In 1992, U.8. commercial landings of Atiantic large coastal shacks were 4,002 MT dressed waight {these
included sharks identified as large coastal sharks landed in the northeastern U.S, and those either identified as large
coastal sharks or as vnclassified sharks landed in the southeastern U.S, and Gulf of Mexico).-Additional, 431 MT
of fins of all shark groups were landed in the northeast in 1992 and 327 MT of fins were landed in the southaast
and Qulf. Additionally, recrestional landmgs of largs coastal sharks have averaged approxzmately 400 MT in recent
years, : .

In 1993, the preliminary U.S. commercial Tandings of large coastal sharks were 2,715 MT dressad weight
{these included sharks identified as large coustal sharks landed in the northeastern U.5. and those either identified
a3 large coastal sharks or as unclassified sharks landed in the sontheastern 11,5, and Gulf of Mexico}. Additionally,
303 MT of fins of all shark groups were landed in the northeast in 1993 and 69 MT of fins were landed in the
southeast and Gulf.
3. Research activities

3.1 Bluefin tung research C S o i

Ichthyoplankton surveys in the Gulf of Mexico were continned in 1953 and 1594. Dats resulting from Lhese
surveys are used to develap a fishery-independent index of abundance of spawning west Atlantic hluefin tuna. This
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index Ras coptinued to provide one measure of bluefin abundance that iz used in SCRS nssessments of the status
of the resource.

As part of its commitment to the Bluefin Year Program, research supported by the U.8. has concentrated
on ichthyoplankton sampling, reproductive biclogy and stock sfrncture.

U.S. and lapanese scientists conducted a joint survey of bluefin ichthyoplankton in the Guif of Mexico in
1994 during the course of the annval U,S. survey. Results of that survey are not yet available, but shounld permit:
(1) comparison of catch rates hetween the different fishing methods used by the two nations; (2) comparison of
Gulf of Mexice catch rates with catch rates from other bluefin spawning areas sampled by the Japanese; and (3)
should provide samples for genetic studies. :

_ The research on reproductive biology is centered at the New England Aquarium’s Edgerton Research
Laboratory and is a componesnt of the Aquarium’s federally funded study of basic biology and productivity of
bluefin tuna, That program has successfully maintained small bluefin in & close seu water system for more than
two years. A limited number of samples for studying maturation and fecundity have been collected in 1993 and
1994 and some processing has heen completed. No resulls are yel avatlable.

Studies related ta stock structure of Atlantic bluefin are being coordinaled by the NMFS Inbhoratory in
Charlestan, South Carolina. Research will concentrate on regions in the mtDNA or genomic DNA that contain a
sufficient amount of genetic variation to be informative in stock structure analyses. A meeting of scientists {rom
several organizations wag held in 1994 to develop a plan for examining the feasibility of determining bluefin tuna
stock struciure from penetic material. A report of the mesting was submitted at the 1994 SCRS meeting. During
1993, limited sampling of bluefin and other tunas was conducted for use in developing methods of studying
genetics. Samples of bluefin were obtained from both the west Atlantic and the Mediterranean Sea. During 1994,
additional samples were obtained from the west Atlantic and a ¢oaperative sampling program to obtain additional
Mediterranean Sea samples was established with the Spanish Institute of Oceanography’s Oceanographic Center
of Malags.

At the request of the National Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S, Mational Academy of Scierces, National
Research Council (NRC) reviewed the scientific hasis of U.8. msnagement of fisheries for Atlantic bluefin tuna.
The Council reviewed bluefin hiolagy, tagging data and the 1993 SCRS assessment. A copy of the NRC repart
was submitted as an JCCAT document at the East Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Stock Assessment Session in Septamber.
The NMFS i working with the NRC through & series of meetings to develap procedures to implement the NRC's
research recommendations.

In preparation for the 1994 SCRS assessment of western Atlaatic bluefin, the U.S. scientific delegation
(NMFS and non-governmental) prepared manuscripts on assessment methods and tools, bluefin blolngy, and on
indices of abundance for west Atlantic blusfin.

3.2, Swordfish research

In response to ICCAT recommendations, randomized chserver sampling in the U.8. large pelagic flest was
continued into 1994. Using the fishing vessel performance information provided through the submission of
mandatory pelagic logbooks by owsers and operators, a Jist af randomly selected vessels was used to derive a
sampling fraction of 5% (about 800 observer deys per yeuar) of the fleet in the Gulf of Mexice, Caribbean, and
Atlantic Ocean since 1992, Coverage by the Southeast and Northeast Fisheries Science Coenters (SEFSC and
NEFSC) successfully deployed observers aboard 44 longline vessels during 1992 (281 observed sets), 110 longline
suls during 1993 (855 chserved sets). In addition, during the first six months of 1994, the SEFSC program covered
34 vessels observing 184 sets. The data from observer samples were compared against self-reported information
from the U.8, larpe pelagic mandatory logbook system and estimates of the amount of discard mortality of
swordfish in the U.S. flest were developed from the apalysis for the 1994 SCRS,

"8ex ratio-at-size data on Atlantic swordfish have been collected since 1989 hy the SEFSC in collaboration
with volunteer captains in the U.S. longline fleet. These data continue to be collected in respomse to JCCAT
recommendations, and may provide a basis for stratifying swordfish landings by sex, as well as size, Utilizing
chserver coverage by the Miami Laboratory observer program, working through the assistange of the observer
program at Louisiana State University, the NEFSC observer program, and cooperative vessel captaing and crews,
biclogical matzrial for swordfish reproduction analysis, as well as other forms of biological analyses (i.e., age #nd
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growth, stock identification, etc.) have been collected. Morphometric (length and weight) and hiclogicat data have
primarily been collected within the U.8. Exclusive Economic Zone of the northwest Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of
Mexico, and the Caribbean Ses, since 1980, Additionaily, the collection of swordfish dats by the ICCAT-sponsored
Venezuelan observer program aboard Venezuelan longline vessels fishing the lower Caribbean Sea has continued
since 1961.

_Sex ratio information has heen collected from over 11,000 Atlantic swordfish specimens sampled during
1990 through early 1994, Since the beginning of the reproductive study, about 4,200 paired ovaries are availuble
for assessment of sexual maturity. Continuation of the assessment of ovarian development, maturity stapes, and
fecundity estimates for female swordfish based on microscopic examination of whole oocytes were reported to
ICCAT in a menuscript submitted to the Swordfish Stock Assessment Session in 1994,

Direct ageing of swordfish in the U.S. catch using anal spines has hesn undertaken through a cooperative
dgrf‘.BmBﬂt with the University of Miami's Cooperative Unit for Fisheries Educa.non and Research (CUFER] Since
1950, nearly 4, 000 swordfish finrays have been obtained through the observer programs and thmugh valuntary
sample submissioa by the swordfish lonpline fleet. Sampling of finrays during all months an dover an extensive
range by size and sex (60-295 cm lower jaw fork length) was mest comprehensive during 1991 and early 1992,
A progress report on this research activity was provided to the 1994 Swardfish Stock Assessment Session.

A me.thud of unalysis which directly incorporates catch-at-size information into the sequential populatmn
..malyses (VPA) procedure used for estimating stock abundance from catch and abundance index information was
developed . for application to swordfish. This method was documentsd in a yoanuscript submitted to the Second
Meeting of the Consultation oo the Technical Aspecla of Methadulogms Which Account for Individual Growth
Variability by Age. held at the JFREMER Laboratory in Brest, France, in June, 1994. The method makes use of
abundance index data by size.class (5 cm LIFL intervals were used). After initial fits to the sm:ulated data with
kmown characte.nstlcs, several maodifications to the method were implemented which improve the model
performance with these data.’

Analysis of catch rate data, wsed for tuning the various stock assessment models, was also continued, Both
age- and size-specific CPUE analyses were conducted and reported upon in manuscripts prepared for the 1994
SCRS. In addition, robust statistical methods are being investigated for nse with catch rate nnalyses to see if
alternative methods might be less sensitive to outliers and to alternative error distributions.

Research into the genetic diversity of swordfish is continuing through cooperative work undertaken by
FISHTEC, a research comsortinm invelving the SEFSC Charleston Laboratory and several university research
laboratories. A manuscript detajling the results of a genetic study using swordfish specimen material from Lhe
western and eastern north Atlaniic, the south Atlantic, the Mediterranean, and the Pacific Ocean was presented
to the 1994 Swordfish Stock Assessment Session. '

Several methods were investipated and documentzd in a manuscript provided to the Swordfish Stock
Assssement Session for estimating the number of swordfish which were discarded daad by the U.8. fleat after
implementation of minimum size regulations mid-way through 1991. All methods made use of the observer
sampling data.

. The nurnher of tegged swordfish, released by U.S. longline vessels has substantislly increased gince the U.S,

implemented minimum size regulahuub in 1891, in cnnfomuiy with BCCAT recommendations. Most of these fish
were smaller than the minimum size ut time of release. Since 1991, anonal releases have averaged about 1,300
fish, whereas the annual releases of tagged swordfish for 1988-1990 averaged ahout 3350 fish. Repaortad recoveries
of tagged swardfish have likewise increased since 1mplemantatmn af the mlmmurn size. Since 1991, the annual
number of swordfish tag recoveries has averaged more than 22 fish, while the ‘anmal average nwmher reparted
from the period 198B-1990 was about 10,

3.3 Albacore rescarch

Albacore tesearch conducted during 1993 was continued during 1994 with emphasis in two areas: growth
and stock abundance. The ASPIC non-equilibrium production madel was re-applied to the north Atlantic stock
using 4n updated and more refined set of statistics. This research effort gave similar results as obtained in 1993
and, more importantly, provided auxiliery information on the basic catch—par -gffort data that was useful in judging
the reliability or usefulness of the date being used in other methods, such as v1rtual pupuiatlon analyses Lo estimate
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sbundance of alhacare. The ASPIC method was contrasted with snother production model; AAPM, hy the albacare
stock assessment group during’ the 1993 SCRS to evaluate several disparvate sets of catch datz a5 accuratzly
reflecting ahundance of albacore. In addition, the ASPIC method was epplied to the south Atlantic stock by the
albacore stock assessment group at the 1994 SCRS for comparisons with znother model, the AAPM, that tequ;ted
a greater number of assumptions than the ASPIC model.

The ccuperative research on growth hegan in 1993 by the U.S. NMFS and the IEQ of Spain was updated
at the NMFS in Miami in May, 1994, That work included more data and was extended to analyze the existence
of individual variability in albacore growth and the effect on overall parameter estimates usmg maximum likelihood
techoigues.

The U.S. NMFS also pacticipate in the Final Meeting of the ICCAT Albacore Research Program held in
Tune, 1994, in Sukarriets, Spain, and one participant presented two scientific manuscripts towards this effort.

Pluns and protocol for sampling albacore taken in the U.S, pair trawl fishery operating in the northeast U.5.
were made. Specific goals of this research include: obtaining data needed to develop conversion formulae for
dressed weight ta round weight and obtaining albacore tissues for inclusion into a U.5. library of genetic samples,

3.4 Mackerels and small tunas research

1.5. research on small tunas is directed mainly on king and Spanish mackerel stocks with the main focus
areas being collection of basic fisheries vatches statistics and biostatistical sample- data, fishery age samples and
abundance indices. Because assessment and management are by necessity by gBDngpthﬂl units, conhnued researth
on migration of king mackerel in particular {s important. :

Five manuscripts prepared for the annual Mackerel Stock Assessment Workshop, held in Miami, Florida
(March, 1894) documented the status of the stocks, effects od differential bag limit analyses and methods used in
evaluating big limit options for mackerels since 1990, development of mackerel ahundance indices, and updated
information on Gulf migratory group king mackerel mixing proportions during winter off the Florida east coust,

Chief research questions of concern continue to be: (1) uncertainty in the sbundance of juvenile fish of all
stocks; (2) lack of adequate abundance indices for adult fish for Spanish mackerel in all areas; (3) concern about
low sampling rates for Spanish mackerel fisheries in particular; {4) lack of accuracy in predicting recreational
harvests; and (5) precise data on the preseat degree of mixing between different geographical units of king
mackerel.

3.5 Billfisk research

Routine sampling of recreational hiilfish tonmaments continved to be conducted along the 11.5. east coast,
Gulf of Mexico, Bahamas, and Caribbean Sea in 1993. A totel of 111 billfish tournaments were sampled in 1993,
representing 78,797 hours of fishing effort, a decrease of 26 tournaments und sbout 7,600 hours over the 1992
levels. This represented 709 hilifish (blue marlin, white marlin, and sailfish) boated, 1,170 released, and ™ 1,391
tagged (and released). Morphometrie measurements of sexed billfish landings were elso taken in conjunction with
the ICCAT Enhanced Rescarch Prngram for Billfisk. A datailed summary of these efforts was docnmented in &
the 1992/93 annial report of SEFSC billfish prosram and a document summarizing this work was also presented
to the 1954 SCRS meeting. :

The NMFS SEFSC agnin played a substantial role in the ICCAT Enhanced Research Program for Bilifish
in 1993, with SEFSC scientists actmg as general coordinator and coordinator for the western Atlantic Ocean. Major
accomplishments in 1993 mc]udEd the following: {1) completion of over 30 abserver trips in 1993; (2) the billfish
warking group-completed the ficst' SCRS assessments on bine and Wwhité marlin in over a decade; (3) eontinuation
of the hwordﬁsh ohserver prngrnm and biological sampling in Venemiela; ‘(4) continuation of work on shore-based
sampling in St. Maarten, Granadu .Tammca Sepegal, Cote d"lvbire Bnd Lés Palmas, and expansion of sampling
in Venezuela {5} continuation clf sampling in Trinided; (6) findlizing plans and funding for joint
ICCAT/CARICOM tagping cruises on small longline vessels out of St Vlncent and Grenedn; {7) completion of
preparation for the publication of the Second ICCAT Ritlfish Worksliop'in an enhanced format; {8) approval of
funding for publishing the Second ICCAT Billfish Workshop as a hardeover book at no cost to ICCAT; (9)
continuation of hard part sampling from large {including one 1,200 Ib. blue marlin} and smalil size marlin and
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sailfish for age determination; (10) retrieval of hard parts from a tag-recaptured sailfish which had been injected,
with oxytetracycline for age validation; and (11) Dbtmmng enough ‘bumde funding to maintain the Program through
the 1995 sampling season. . Coh

._I _;.al e
e

3.6 Tapging

Cooperatars in the Southenst Fisherias Cenier’s Cooperative Tagging Program (CTP) tagged an released
7,252 billfishes (including swordfish; see swordfish section) and 1,919 tunas in 1993, This represents a-decrease
of 9% from 1992 levels for billfish and an increase of 2.6% for tunes. However, The Billfish Foundation (TBF)
has greatly increased tagging activities, and if TBF releases for 1993 were added to NMFS relenses, this wonld
result in a substznhial increase in Atlantic hillfish relzases for 1993, Among CTP billfish releases, there were 1,650
blue marlin,- 1,413 white marlin, 2,841 saiifish, 51 spearfish, 3 black mearlin, 2 siriped marlin, and 1,201
swordfish. For tunas, there were 630 bluefin tuna, 851 yellowfin tuna, and 436 releuses of other tuna species, .

There were 173 billfish recaptures in 1993, representing an increase of 36% over 1992, Among thess
recaptures: 11 blue marlin, 22 white marlin, 98 sailfish, and 42 swordfish, The ICCAT Enhanced Research
Program for Billfish in the western Atlantic Ocean has continued assistance of tag recaptures, particularly from
Venezucla, Barbados, and Grenada. A total of 69 tunas have been recaptured (36 bluefin tuna, 24 yellowfin tuna,
0 other). There was a 36% increase of combined bluefin and yellowfin tuna recaptures.

There were several significant billfish recapturas during 1993, The longest reported sailfish migration was
2,162 neuticel miles (nmi), released off Beaufort, North Carolina, end recaptured off the northern coast of French
Guiana (8,12°N-52.48°W) in 332 days. A blue marlin was released off Puerte Rico and recaptured 837 days later
off Cumand, Venezuela (466 nmmi). Ths longest reporied white marlin migration for 1993 wag released aoff Long
Island, New York, and recaptured in Guiana Basin, a distance of sbout 2,212 nmi in 322 days. The longest
swordfish migration was 1,960 nmi, from a fish released near the Grand Baoks (47.20°N-41.568°W) and recaptured
NW of the Leeward Islands (20, 8?"N-60 92°W) after 99 days,

For bluefin tuna, there were six transatlanhc :mgratmns from off New Jersey to north of Spain { 44.42'N-
2,75°W), the longest migration heing about 4,573 nmi. There were ulso four transatlantic migrations of yellowfin
(upa, the longest released off New Jersey and recaptured off Ghana (00.88°N-3.33"w) after 515 days.

A magnetic tape of the CTP tagging database for 1993 was made available to JCCAT to supplement its
database. The-U.S. is currently establishing spplication of INTERNET {or cammunication between the CTP
database and other agencies or conntries. This will facilitate high speed transfer of tagging to and from other
tagging programs, where the CTP will be used as the central depository of mark-recapture data.

3.7 Fishery observer deployments VR

Domestic fishery observers, The Pelagic Loagiline Observer Program, initiated by the SEFSC Miami
Lahoratory, completed nine full quariers of observer coverage. A total of 140 vessel trips (503 sets) were observed
from May, 1992, to June, 1994, During this period, over 23,000 fish (primarily swordfish, tunas, and shurks)
marine ma.mmals and sea turtles were observed by SEFSC personnel.

The NMFS, Northeasi Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC, Woods Hole, Massachusetts) conducted observer
coverage aboard 25 different domestic tongline vessels targeting swordfish, tuna and sharks in calendur year 1993,
Thirty-five observer trips, totaling 344 days, were made on these vessels during Janvary-November, By-catch from
this fishery included yellowfin tuna, bigeye tuna, bluefin tuna, and blackfin tung, &5 well as sharks, marine
mammals -and marine turtles. The NEFSC contractor provided abservers far coverage of the fishery.

" Drift gillnet fishery observer coverage. The Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) placed observers
ahoard five-different domestic drift gillnet vessels targeting swordfish, tuna and sharks in calender year 1593. Since
the Atlantic. swordfish, tunua. and shark drift gillnet fishery is.cldssified as Categary I under the U.S. Marine
Mammal Protection Act, observer trips, totaling 126 days, were conductad on these vessels during January-July
and December, By-catch from this: fishery included albacore, bigeye, yellowfin and skipjuck tuna. Personnel for
observer coverage of this fishery wers provided through deployment of NEFSC staff, direct contracting with
individual observers by NEFSC and throuph the NEFSC contractor,
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Pelagic pair trawl fichery observer coverage. The Northeast Fisheries Science Center (NEFSC) placed
ohservers aboard 14 different domestic pelagic pair trawl vessels targeting tupa, predominantly bigeye, in calendar
year 1993. By-catch from this fishery included yellow tuna, albacors and swordfish, Personnel for observer
coverage of this fishery were provided throngh the NEFSC contractor. : !

Foreign fishery observers. Thers was no foreign fishing activity in the U.5. Exclusive Economic Zoﬁ'é (EEZ)
off the east coast during 1993.



- Tabie 1. Catches and landings (MT) of Atlantic tunas and tuna-like fishes, excluding billfishes, by U.S. fishermen, 1967-1993!

TOTAL

Year BFT* YFT ALB BET” LTA SKs? BON . Swg ¢ SSM°® KGM® OTH7

1967 2,320 1,136 0 0 7 493 22 474 3,577 2,767 10 10,806
1968 807 5,941 0 18 6 3,314 43 274 5,342 2,813 2 © 18,560.
1969 1,226 18,791 0 148 7 4,849 98 171 4,952 2,814 1 " 33,057, -
1970 3,327 9,029 0 195 158 11,752 83 287 5,506 3,050 - - 33,387 -
1971 3,169 3,764 0 544 5 16,224 90 35 4713 2,571 50 31,165-
1972 2,138 12,342 10 212 212 12,280 24 246 4,863 2,213 - - 34,550
1973 1,294 3,590 0 113 20 21,246 261 406 4,437 2,710 - - 34,077
1974 3,638 5,621 13 865 51 19,973 92 1,125 4,990 4,747 1 41,116
1975 2,823 14,335 1 67 67 7,567 117 1,700 5,288 3,095 1% 35,079
1976 1,931 2,252 0 28 5 2,285 23 1,429 6,385 4,053 30 -18,421 -
1977 1,956 7,208 2 331 53 6,179 268 912 5,453 3,837 71 26,2_70"" E:
1978 1,848 9,747 9 248 113 8,492 224 3,684 3,310 2,507 31 230,213 ¢
1979 2,297 3,182 11 212 12 3,102 502 4,618 2,926 6,203 11 . 23,1‘67A
1980 1,505 2,118 21 202 88 3,589 195 3,624 5,429 10,726 513 . 30,010
1981 1,530 1,866 54 152 97 5,373 333 4,529 2,748 12,565 200 29,447
1582 812 883 126 377 87 731 209 5,410 3,747 9,863 962 © 23,207
1983 1,394 226 18 255 107 589 253 4,820 2,784 7,069 453 " 17,968
1984 1,317 1,252 25 408 41 817 217 4,749 3,904 7,445 883 - 21,058
1985 1,423 6,259 17 353 74 1,786 109 4,705 3,984 6,010 247 ' 24,967
1986 1,654 5,775 162 747 103 1,004 83 5,210 5,957 5,682 337 26,714
1687 1,543 6,993 270 1,008 118 650 130 5,247 5,071 5,628 386 27,044
1988 1,505 9,361 115 702 204 36 88 6,171 5,097 5,809 430 /29,518
1989 1,732 7,381 260 762 128 56 278 6,411 4,443 4,363 334 26,148
1890 1,769 5,287 386 650 173 240 298 3,519 4,272 5,936 390 24,920
1991 1,780 6,336 482 962 227 806 469 4,525 5,609 6,051 367 27,614
1992 1,200 6,501 377 721 593 525 494 4,236 5,438 6,122 543 26,750
1993 1,268 4,260 453 914 423 290 96 4,186 5,438 6,122 934 24,384

1 Estimales of recrentional catches off the nartheast U.S. arc included for all yenrs for bluefin tuna and for all other tunas since 1986, Estimates generally are only for the northeastern U.8.

2 Includes estimoted bluefin dead discards since 1986. (The 1986 estimate covered only some times and areas.)

3 Prior to 1981, figures include some colches of purse seiners flying other flags (Bermuda, Netherlunds Antilies, Nicarngua, and Panama).

4 Includes small quentities of bigeye wna prior to 1975,

5 Swordfich landings revised for 1982 10 1992,

[ Daes not include recrentionnlly-caught Spanish {1967-B3) and king (1967-78) mackerels. 1993 landings arc set equal to 1992, since 1993 duta are still preliminary.

7 This category includes blackfin and wohoo as well us the Task I category other tunas.
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Table 2. Landings (MT) of yellowfin tuna in 1992 and 1993

Area Gear 1993 1992
NW Atlantic Longline 601.02 37%.48
Rod and reel 471.28 305.34
Troll 112.7 103.42
Purse seine 208,39 373,95
Gillnet 0.36 3.06
Handline 13.00 66.67.
Pair trawl 41.67 13.9
Trawl 1.17 1.74
Herpoon 0.18
Unel 0.85 13.52
Gulf of Mexico Longline 2,649.50 4,576.93
Other 58.21 10.06
Caribbean Longline 101.02 151.35
TOTAL 4,260 6,500
Table 3. Landings (MT} of bigeye tuna in 1992 and 1593
Area Gear 1992 1993
NW Atlantic Longline 684.44 483.34
Rod and reel 39,36 57.94
Troll B.46 15.96
Purse seine o -~
Gillnet 7.89 0.88
Handline 3.31 17.89
Pair trawl ¢0.73 50,38
Trawl D.04 -
Harpoon - 0.01
Gulf of Mexico Longline 39.14 59.90¢
Raod and recl 0.07 -
Handline 0.01 -
Caribbean Longline 39.56 34,47
TOTAL 913.57 720.77
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Table 4. Landings (MT) of albacore, by year, 1986-1953 .

Gear e w J986 1987 1985 1985 1990 1591 1892 . 1993

Lonpline 28.40 34.44 4B.73 58.3z 148.62 20148 145.86 17175
Gillpet .0 2.64 - 5,31 24.90 20.55 6.35 6.17 2.4%
Heandline - - .. 7.95 o 10.13 13.47 7.89 9.10 3.96 278
Trawl . 0.05 0.05 0,54 600 109.11 0.40
Com. trawl - 1524 5.00 7.94 3.83 1.42 14.52

Rec. rod & reel 123,42  204.89 46,21 138.00 200.07 234.38 102.47 193.19

Pair traw] - : : 4.61 109.11 67.36
Other : 15.43 4,45 0.05 ;0,02 2.50 8.05 £.04
All gears 162.14 270.00 11488 239.7% 386.23 48248 37724 452.72
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NATIONAL REPORT OF VENEZUELA °

by

Autonomous Service for Fishery and Marine Resuurces.
arud
National Fund foi Apgreleultural Research

1. Introduction

The MWational Fund far Agriculinral Research {FONAIAP), through the Agricullural Raaearcﬁ Center of the
State of Sucre {CIAPES} and jointly with the Auilgnomous Servn.e for I-lshery and Marine Resourceq (SARPA)

in Cooperation (ORSTOM), and the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic ‘Tunas (ICCAT)
develop research activities on studies of the biclogy and fishery for large pelagic tunas and billfishes.

Activities are currently being carried cul which include the analysis of catch and effort [lélfa of the industrial
and artisanal fisheries, and the amalysis of biological information on some of the main species. -

2. The fisheries

The industrial fishery for tunas and billfishes carred out by the Venezuelan flest uses three fishing types:
purse seine, baithoat asd longline. The fleet is camprised of 31 purse seiners, 14 baitboats and 27 longliners.

The artisanal fishery for billfishes of the Istiophoridae family is carried out by 43 longline vessyels operating
off the east coast of the country. In the central area there is a flest comprised of 23 artisanal vessels that operats
usiny handing nets or trammel nets.

3. The catches

The 1993 catches of tupas and hillfishes, by fishing gear, (purse seine, baitboal and longline) are shown in
Tables 1 to 3. For all the fishing methods, yellowfin tuna is the most important spsciss, with total landings amount
to 20,192 MT, which represents 635 of the purse seine fishery, 79% of the baitboats, and B4 % of the tuna
lengliners. The total 1993 catches of skipjack were 8,121 MT, representing 30% of the purse scine catches and
14 % of the catches taken by buitboat. - :

" At present, a segment of the longline fleel comprised of seven vessels is carrying out a fishery directed
particularly at swordfish (Xiphias gladius), and the catches by this flest were 182 MT in 1993 (Table 4).

Lendings in Venezuela by the Venezuelan purse seine which operated in the eastern Pacific Ocean in 1993
totalet 46,646 MT, which was equivalent to 60% of the total landings in the country. On the other hand, the total
catches of tunas and swordfish in the Atlantic Ocean amounted to 30,683 MT, of which 83% corresponded to the
purse seine fishary,

Catches taken by the artisanal flect in 1993 reached 361 MT. The catch was comprised mainly of billfishes
{147 MT in Jusngriepo and 90 MT in Catia La Mar), and includes a seversl othar species {Tables 5 and 6).

* OQriginal repon in Spanish,
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4. Biological sampling

In 1963, size sampling was carried out on 24,527 tunas and billfishes {Tables 7 and 8), and represented an
BO% increase as compared to 1992. This sampling was conducted oa purse seiners, baithoats and longliners that
aperate in the Caribbean Seg and the western Atlantic Ocean. The catch, in percentage, was comprised mainly of
yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares} 28%, and skipjack {Katsuwonus pelamis) 45%. The size measurements carried
ont on billfishes in the artisanal fishery {longline and driftnet), which operates mninly in the Caribbean Sea,
amounted ta 3,173 ml:llwduals, of which the major proportion (68%) corresponded to sailfish {Isciophorus

plarypterus).

Tahle 1. Catches (MT) taken by the purse seine fleat {PS) which operated in the Atlantic
Dcesan in 1993 B

) QUARTER |

-. | Species o i i I v Tosal %
Yellowfin tuoa (YFT) 3,159 784 2,389 9,427 1,5759 62.96
Skipjack tuna (SKJ) 594 260 683 5,596 7,433 29.62
Frigate tuna (FRI) 200 a4 69 210 523 2.09
Albacore (ALR) 133 i4 26 55 228 0.81
Bigeye tuna (BET) 219 1 53 82 355 142
Blackfin tuma (BLF) 174 11 88 461 734 203
TOTAL . . . 4479 1,114 3308 16131 25,832 . 100.00

Table 2. Cailches {MT) taken by the haitboat fleet {BB) which operated in the Atlantic
Oeean in 1993

, .I_QUA.RTER"I - B
Species _ P o - ' v Taral %
Yellowfin tuna (YFT) 701 542 1124 1,374 3741 78.67
Skipjack tuna (SKI) 126 97 231 234 688 14,47
Bigeye tuna (BET) 34 122 156 . 3.98
Blackfin tuna (BLF) 35 36 22 77 170 .. 3.58
TOTAL - 896 675 1,377 1,807 © - 4,755 100.00
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Table 3. Catches (MT) taken by the Venezuelan indusirial longline fleet in the Atlanlic
Ocean in. 1993 Fab

QUARTER v
Species 7 PR I v Total %
Yellowfin tuna (YFT) 79.6 154.16"? 144.3 310.5 691.6 . 83.97
Albacore (ALB) 5.2 6.1 3.3 3,0 17.6 2.14
Bigeye tuna (BET) 0.8 2.3 1.2 1.0 5.3 0.64
Blue marlin (RUM) 4.2 6.6 1.0 3.4 15.2 1.85
White marlin (WHM) 1.7 3.1 0.7 3.4 8.9 1.08
Sailfish {SAD) 0.6 1.6 ' 1.3 3.5 0.42
Swordfish (SWO) 3.0 0.2 0.2 3.4 0.41
Spearfish (SPF) .02 0.8 0.3 1.3 16
Sharks (SHK) 20.0 16.8 15.9 13.5 66.2 8.04
Dolphin fish (DOL) 0.9 0.6 0.9 0.7 3.1 0.38
Wahoo (WAH) 0.1 2.5 3.1 1.4 7.5 0.51
TOTAL 1163 1956 1732 3385 §23.6  100.00

Table 4, Catches (MT) taken b} the Venezuelan mdustrlal swordfish Ionglme fleet in the |
Atlantic Ocean in 1993 o e

QUARTER :

Species ; i I v Totgl . %
Yellowfin tuna (YFT) 17.5 2.1 5.8 17.4 MBeT T 235
Albacore (ALB) 5.2 6.1 3.3 3.0 17.6 17 2714
Bigeye tuna (BET) 6.7 0.6 3.0 14.7 25.0 13.73
Biue marlin (BUM) 0.9 4.1 0.1 0.5 5.6 3.08
White marlin (WHM) 0.2 0.1 0.2 1.5 2.0 1.10
Suilfish (SAI) 0.8 0.1 0.2 2.2 3.3 1.81
Swordfish (SWO) 20.1 8.8 13,5 21.2 63.6 34.95
Dolphin fish (DOL) 0.1 0.1 0.7 0.3 1.2 0.66
Sharks (SHX) 8,5 3.2 10.8 14.8 37.3 20.49
TOTAL 60.0 25.2 7.6 75.6 198.5 100.00
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Table 5 Catches (MT) taken by the artlsanal hlIlf'lah Aeet off 'Hle central coast of
) Venezuela in 1993

QUARTER

TOTAL

Species I i 11 v Total %
Blue marlin (BUM) 1.9 12.8 3.8 3.3 23.9 24167
White marlin (WHM) 0.1 0.8 1.8 1.0 .7 387
Sailfish (SAI) 2.3 13.6 27.5 16.6 60.0 62.70
Swordfish (SWO) 0.5 1.8 1.8 0.3 a4 40
Delphin fish (DOL) 0.4 1.5 1.2 0.6 3.7 3.86
Wahao (WAH) 0.1 2.9 3.1 1.4 7.5 .91
TOTAL 7.2 30.5 36.2 21.8 957 100.00

Table 6. Cau:hes {MT) taken by the arhsanal hillfish lnngline fleet off the sastern coast
01" Venezuela in 1993 . . .
_ QUARTER

Species 7 I o v Total %
Blue maerhn (BUM) 2.0 2.0 1.23
White maslin (WHM) 7.3 0.2 10.9 4.7 93,1 57.40
Sailfish (SAT) 11.9 1.1 10.9 27.9 518 31.94
Swotdfish (SWO) 0.1 0.1 0.06
“Delphin fish (DOL) 2.1 0.7 8.0 3.8 14.6 9.00
Spearfish (SPE) | 0.6 0.6 0.37
21.4 2.0 29.8 109.0 160.00

162.2
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Table 7. Biological sampling of tunas and billfishes of the industrial tuna fleet in 1993

Gear
Species P BB LL TOTAL
Yellowfin tuna (YFT) 5,424 791 568 &,783
Skipjack tuna (SKI) 10,630 533 11,153
Frigate tung {FRI) 1,277 1,277
Albacors (ALB) 47 122 169
Bigeye tuna (RET) 253 74 344
Blackfin tuna {BLF} 537 63 723
White marlio (WHM) 149 149
Sailfish (SAI) 59 59
Spearfish {§PF) 41 41
Blue marlin (BUM) 69 a9
Swordfish (SWO) 48 48
Table 8. Biningical sampling of tunas and billfishes of the eastern artisanal fleet
{Juangriegw) and the central conastal fleet (Playa Verde) of Venczuela in 1993
Speries fuangriego Playa Verde Tornl
Blue marlin {BUM) 17 274 291
White marlin {WHM) 430 190 640
Sailfish (SAL 623 1,815 2,538
Swordfish (SWQ) 12 12
Spearfish (SPF) 8 9
Dolphin fish (DOL) 48 174 223
TOTAL 1,148 2,565 3,713
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