INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
for the
CONSERVATION of ATLANTIC TUNAS

REPORT

for biennial period, 2016-17
PART II (2017) - Vol. 1
English version COM

MADRID, SPAIN 2018



INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS

CONTRACTING PARTIES
(at 31 December 2017)

Albania, Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Canada, China (People’s Rep.), Céte d'Ivoire, Curagao, Egypt,
El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, France (St. Pierre & Miquelon), Gabon, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala,
Guinea (Rep.), Guinea Bissau, Honduras, Iceland, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Liberia, Libya, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Philippines, Russia, Sao Tomé & Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, St.
Vincent and the Grenadines, Syria, Trinidad & Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories), United
States, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela

COMMISSION OFFICERS
Commission Chairman First Vice Chair Second Vice Chair
R. DELGADO, PANAMA S. DEPYPERE, EU Z. DRIOUICH, MOROCCO
(since 21 November 2017) (since 17 November 2015) (since 21 November 2017)
Panel No. PANEL MEMBERSHIP Chair
-1- Angola, Belize, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Canada, China (People’s Rep.), Cote d'Ivoire, Curagao, El Cote d’'Ivoire
Tropical Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, France (St. Pierre & Miquelon), Gabon,
tunas Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea (Rep.), Honduras, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Liberia, Libya,

Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Panama, Philippines, Russia, Sao Tome &
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Trinidad &
Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories), United States, Uruguay,
Venezuela.

-2- Albania, Algeria, Belize, Brazil, Canada, China (People’s Rep.), Egypt, European Union, Japan
Temperate  France (St. Pierre & Miquelon), Iceland, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Libya, Mauritania, Mexico,
tunas, North Morocco, Norway, Panama, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, United
States, Venezuela.

-3- Belize, Brazil, China (People’s Rep.), European Union, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Mexico, South Africa
Temperate Namibia, Panama, Philippines, Senegal, South Africa, Turkey, United States, Uruguay.
tunas, South

-4- Algeria, Angola, Belize, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Canada, China (People’s Rep.), Céte d’Ivoire, Brazil
Other species Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, France (St. Pierre & Miquelon), Gabon,
Guatemala, Guinea (Rep.), Honduras, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Liberia, Libya, Mauritania,
Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Sao Tome & Principe, Senegal, South
Africa, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Trinidad & Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United States,
Uruguay, Venezuela.

SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE COMMISSION

Chair
STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION (STACFAD) H. A. ELEKON, Turkey
(since 21 November 2017)
STANDING COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH & STATISTICS (SCRS) D. DIE, United States
Sub-Committee on Statistics: G.DiAz (United States), Convener (since 3 October 2014)

Sub-Committee on Ecosystems: K. YOKAWA (Japan), A. HANKE (Canada), Conveners

CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT MEASURES COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE (COC) D. CAMPBELL, United States
(since 25 November 2013)
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF ICCAT STATISTICS N. ANSELL, European Union
AND CONSERVATION MEASURES (PWG) (since 21 November 2017)
STANDING WORKING GROUP TO ENHANCE DIALOGUE BETWEEN FISHERIES SCIENTISTS R. DELGADO, Panama
AND MANAGERS (SWGSM) (since 21 November 2017)
ICCAT SECRETARIAT

Executive Secretary: MR. D. MESKI
Assistant Executive Secretary: DR M. NEVES DOS SANTOS
Address: C/Corazon de Marfa 8, Madrid 28002 (Spain)
Internet: http://www.iccat.int - E-mail: info@iccat.int



FOREWORD

The Chairman of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas presents his
compliments to the Contracting Parties of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(signed in Rio de Janeiro, May 14, 1966), as well as to the Delegates and Advisers that represent said
Contracting Parties, and has the honor to transmit to them the "Report for the Biennial Period, 2016-2017,
PartlIl (2017)", which describes the activities of the Commission during the first half of said biennial period.

This issue of the Biennial Report contains the Report of the 25th Regular Meeting of the Commission
(Marrakesh, Morocco, 14-21 November 2017) and the reports of all the meetings of the Panels, Standing
Committees and Sub-Committees, as well as some of the Working Groups. It also includes a summary of the
activities of the Secretariat and the Annual Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission and
Observers, relative to their activities in tuna and tuna-like fisheries in the Convention area.

The Reportis published in four volumes. Volume 1 includes the Proceedings of the Commission Meetings and
the reports of all the associated meetings (with the exception of the Report of the Standing Committee on
Research and Statistics-SCRS). Volume 2 contains the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and
Statistics (SCRS) and its appendices. Volume 3 includes the Annual Reports of the Contracting Parties of the
Commission. Volume 4 includes the Secretariat’s Report on Statistics and Coordination of Research, the
Secretariat’s Administrative and Financial Reports, and the Secretariat’s Reports to the ICCAT Conservation
and Management Measures Compliance Committee (COC), and to the Permanent Working Group for the
Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG). Volumes 3 and 4 of the Biennial Report
are only published in electronic format.

This Report has been prepared, approved and distributed in accordance with Article III, paragraph 9, and
Article 1V, paragraph 2-d, of the Convention, and Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The
Report is available in the three official languages of the Commission: English, French and Spanish.

RAUL DELGADO
Commission Chairman
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PLENARY SESSIONS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 25th REGULAR MEETING OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS
(Marrakesh, Morocco, 14-21 November 2017)

1 Opening of the meeting

The Commission Chair, Mr. Martin Tsamenyi, opened the 25th Regular Meeting of the Commission. He
welcomed all the participants and introduced the Moroccan Secretary of State for Fisheries, Ms. Mbarka
Bouaida and the Wali of Marrakesh-Safi.

Ms. Bouaida, on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Maritime Fisheries, Rural Development and Water and
Forests, welcomed the participants to Marrakesh and explained how Morocco had always placed great
importance on sustainable fisheries and played a dynamic role in the international fisheries arena. At the
national level, the Moroccan fisheries and aquaculture sector has a clear roadmap based on three main
foundations: sustainable exploitation of resources, high quality and efficient fisheries development and
strengthening of competitiveness in order to conquer new market shares at both national and international
level. The Secretary of State wished the participants a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Marrakesh.

The Chair thanked the Government of Morocco for its hospitality and the Kingdom of Morocco for hosting
the meeting, recalling the importance of Morocco in ICCAT. Mr. Tsamenyi thanked the various Moroccan
personalities who had made major contributions to fisheries administration, with special thanks to the
Executive Secretary, Mr. Driss Meski, for his work over the last 14 years. He also thanked all the delegates
for their good wishes and encouragement, which had helped him significantly in his recovery. He urged the
Commission to finalise the Convention Amendment process, and to give ample time to discussing the
findings of the second ICCAT performance review. The Chair also stressed that while taking measures on a
stock-by-stock basis was important, such measures were insufficient unless they are backed by an effective
package of monitoring, control and surveillance measures and a good compliance process.

The opening addresses are contained in ANNEX 3.1.

2 Adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements

The Agenda was adopted as attached in ANNEX 1. The Secretariat served as rapporteur.

3 Introduction of Contracting Party Delegations

The Executive Secretary introduced the following 44 Contracting Parties that attended the meeting: Albania,
Algeria, Belize, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Canada, China, Céte d’Ivoire, Curacao, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, European Union, France (St. Pierre and Miquelon), Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea Republic,
Honduras, Iceland, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Liberia, Libya, Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Russian Federation, Sio Tomé and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa,
St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories), United States of
America, Uruguay and Venezuela.

The Executive Secretary further informed the Commission during the sessions that confirmation of
adherence to the Convention by Grenada had been received. Grenada was welcomed as an ICCAT
Contracting Party.

The List of Participants is attached as ANNEX 2. The opening statements by the Contracting Parties to the
plenary session are attached as ANNEX 3.2.

Bolivia, Chinese Taipei, Costa Rica and Suriname attended the meeting as Cooperating non-Contracting
Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities. The opening statements of NCPs to the plenary session are attached as
ANNEX 3.3.
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4 Introduction of Observers

The Executive Secretary introduced the observers that had been admitted to the meeting. A Representative
from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), as well as the following inter-
governmental organizations attended the meeting: Commission Sous Régionale des Péches (CSRP),
Conférence Ministérielle sur la Coopération Halieutique entre les Etats Africains Riverains de 'Océan
Atlantique (COMHAFAT/ATLAFCO), the General Commission for Mediterranean Fisheries (GFCM), the
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) and Infopéche.

Two non-Contracting Parties, Benin and Cuba, attended the meeting as observers. Observers from the
following non-governmental organisations were also in attendance: Asociaciéon de Pesca, Comercio y
Consumo Responsable del Atin Rojo (APCCR), Associacao de Ciencias Marinhas e Cooperagao (SCIAENA),
Association euro-méditerranéenne des pécheurs professionnels de thon (AEPPT), Blue Water Fisherman's
Association (BWFA), Confédération Internationale de la Péche Sportive (CIPS), Defenders of Wildlife,
Ecology Action Centre (EAC), European Bureau For Conservation And Development (EBCD), Européche,
Federation of Maltese Aquaculture Producers (FMAP), FEDERCOOPESCA, Humane Society International
(HSI), International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), Legacoop Agroalimentare, Medisamak,
Organisation for the Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries (OPRT), Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew), Project
Aware Foundation, The International Pole & Line Foundation (IPNLF), The Ocean Foundation; The Shark
Trust, University of North Carolina, and the World Widelife Fund (WWF). The list of observers is included
in the List of Participants (ANNEX 2).

The statements made to the plenary session, submitted in writing by the observers, are attached as
ANNEX 3.4.

5 Review of the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

The SCRS Chair, Dr David Die, apprised the Commission of the accomplishments and challenges of the 2017
SCRS Plenary meeting, which had been held in Madrid, Spain, from 2 to 6 October 2017. He expressed his
thanks for the work of the SCRS scientists and the ICCAT Secretariat. Dr Die presented a summary of the
Report of the SCRS, indicating that the specific recommendations for each species would be presented in
the respective Panels.

The main issues apart from the stock assessments were the findings of the sub-committees, the progress
and mid-term review of the strategic plan, progress on Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE), the general
recommendations and work plan for 2018 and the responses to the Commission’s requests. These included
suggestions to improve the effectiveness of scientific observer programs, including possible revisions to
Rec. 16-14 and/or with respect to implementation of these minimum standards; results of the review Rec.
14-09 on VMS and any suggested revisions to improve its effectiveness; results of the findings of the Shark
Species Group regarding exemption of the necessity for data submission by CPC and the development of
rules of procedure, including a code of conduct for scientists and observers.

The CPCs thanked the SCRS Chair and scientists for their work during the year. In response to requests for
clarification, Dr Die informed the Commission that the work of the joint tuna RFMOs on fish aggregating
devices (FADs), Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) and Ecosystems which had been funded by the
FAO/ ABN] Common Oceans and the European Union had been beneficial to the SCRS. The Executive
Secretary confirmed that the ICCAT Secretariat would continue to lead these activities, despite changes in
personnel.

In response to an enquiry from the European Union, the Chair of the SCRS also confirmed that an external
review of the strategic plan would be beneficial, but was not initially planned.

Dr Die responded to a question on the utility of electronic monitoring that the SCRS supported such
initiatives and indicated that additional discussion on this would be provided to Panel 1.

The delegation of Senegal took the opportunity to inform the Commission that a workshop on Harvest
Control Rules would be held in Dakar, and encouraged the participation of all those interested.
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The 2017 report of the SCRS was adopted by the Commission.

6 Review of the Report of the Intersessional Meeting of Panel 4, and consideration of any
necessary actions

The report of the intersessional meeting of Panel 4 was adopted by the Commission. No additional actions
were considered necessary by the Plenary. The Report of the intersessional meeting of Panel 4 is contained
in ANNEX 4.1.

7 Review of the Report of the Fifth Meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment
and consideration of any necessary actions

The Chair of the Working Group on Convention Amendment informed the Commission that all parties had
come very close to reaching agreement, but that final consensus could not yet be attained in the Working
Group. Several CPCs then tabled new proposals to try to reconcile the remaining outstanding issues. The
Chair of the Working informed that she undertook a series of informal consultations with CPC delegations
and worked to incorporate the new proposals into a revised Chair’s text, which was circulated and is
attached as (ANNEX 6.2). However, there was insufficient time to fully discuss this paper and achieve a final
consensus. For this reason, it was agreed that a short meeting of the Working Group on Convention
Amendment would be convened in 2018, working off of the Chair’s text, in order to finalise the amendments
and agree on next steps. The Secretariat undertook to maintain all documents on the web site available to
members in order to facilitate intersessional work. The Report of the Working Group on Convention
Amendment is contained in ANNEX 4.2.

8 Review of the Report of the Working Group to follow up on the Second Performance Review
and consideration of any necessary actions

Mr. Stefaan Depypere, the Chair of the Working Group presented the report of the Working Group to follow
up on the Second Performance Review, and indicated that the recommendations of the Performance Review
Panel had been assigned to the various subsidiary bodies and each body was requested to give
consideration to these. A template had been designed to monitor progress, and it was agreed that this item
should be on the agenda each year until action had been taken in respect to all the recommendations
considered necessary.

The Report of the Working Group on Performance Review is contained in ANNEX 4.3.

9 Review of the Report of the Third Meeting of the Standing Working Group to Enhance Dialogue
between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) and consideration of any necessary
actions

The report of the meeting of the SWGSM was adopted by the Commission, and the relevant sections
forwarded to the pertinent subsidiary bodies for any follow up actions required. The importance of the
work of this group was highlighted, and the Commission agreed that its work should continue.

The Report of the SWGSM is contained in ANNEX 4.4.

10 Review of the Reports of the First Joint tuna RFMO Working Group on FADs and the Third
meeting of the ICCAT Working Group on FADs and consideration of any necessary actions

The reports of the intersessional meeting of the First Joint Tuna RFMO Working Group on FADs and the
third meeting of the ICCAT Working Group on FADs were approved by the Commission. It was agreed that
a Technical Working Group on FADs be established to work primarily electronically in order to consider
and act upon the proposals contained in the report of the Joint Working Group. Dr Josu Santiago (EU) was
nominated to lead the working group; the Commission supported this nomination and would seek the
agreement of the other tuna RFMOs.
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The Report of the Third Meeting of the ICCAT Working Group on FADS is included in ANNEX 4.5. The report
of the First joint tRFMO Working Group has been published on the tuna.org web site (www.tuna-org.org).

11  Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Ms. Sylvie Lapointe, Chair of STACFAD, reported to the Commission that STACFAD had agreed on the
biennial budget and contributions for the 2018/19 period (Tables 1-7 to ANNEX 7), which were being put
forward to the Commission for consideration and adoption. She informed the Commission that a proposal
for financing the eBCD system had not been approved by the Committee, and that work on this would
continue in the future, and hence this line item would need to be financed through the regular budget, with
any shortfall coming from the Working Capital Fund or voluntary contributions. She summarized the areas
that would need support from the Working Capital Fund or voluntary contributions; namely, the funding of
requests by the SCRS in Chapter 11, now called Strategic Research Programme; maintenance of the eBCD
system in Chapter 12; and the Meeting Participation Fund and Chairs’ Travel in a new Chapter 13, Travel.
The adopted budget reflected a 5% increase for 2018 compared with 2017 and 5% in 2019 compared with
2018; it had been agreed that the regularisation of the aforementioned budgetary items would be phased
in over four years rather than two. CPCs noted the importance of the SCRS activities and the need to support
the additional projects the Commission has tasked the SCRS with. STACFAD agreed to use the funds in the
Scientific Capacity Building Fund in 2018 as a mechanism to support additional SCRS funding. The fund will
be used completely, remain an active Commission fund, and be supplemented through voluntary
contributions. The Commission adopted the budget put forward for the 2018-2019 biennial period.

The outgoing Chair of STACFAD transmitted the concerns of the Committee on the poor state of the Working
Capital Fund, and urged the Commission to refrain from approving expenditures which would worsen the
situation. She also highlighted the recommendation of the Performance Review Panel that CPCs should
consider the resource and financial implications when putting forward proposals for new conservation and
management measures.

STACFAD had approved the 2017 Administrative Report, the 2017 Financial Report and the publication of
a revised Basic Texts to incorporate changes previously agreed by the Commission. The Commission
adopted the reports and endorsed publication of the revised Basic Texts.

No new work had been carried out by the Communications working group during the intersessional period,
and hence STACFAD had nothing to report to the Commission on this. Given the lack of progress by the
working group and a question as to the need at this time for a ICCAT Communications Policy, the Chair
suggested that the group stand down and any proposed improvements to current practices be left to
individual CPCs to raise in future meetings.

Ms. Lapointe confirmed that, following interviews and election by the Heads of Delegation, the position of
Executive Secretary had been offered to Mr. Camille Jean Pierre Manel, who would take up his appointment
in 2018. It was agreed that the newly elected Chair would manage the transition period between Mr. Driss
Meski and the new Executive Secretary.

Finally, Ms. Lapointe indicated that she would no longer be available to serve as Chair of STACFAD, and the
Commission appointed Mr. Hasan Alper Elekon (Turkey) as Chair of STACFAD.

The Commission expressed its appreciation to Ms. Lapointe for her work over the years. The Executive
Secretary, Mr. Driss Meski, also expressed his gratitude for the work of the outgoing Chair, as well as to the
administration of Morocco, the Commission and to the Secretariat staff for their dedication and
professionalism. He stated that a relationship of trust is essential to perform the job. Mr. Meski expressed
special thanks to Mr. Juan Antonio Moreno, head of Department of Administration and Finance, and the staff
of his department, whose honesty and dedication had created a relationship of trust. Mr. Meski’s statement
is included as ANNEX 3.5.
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12  Reports of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein
Panel 1

Mr. Shep Helguilé reported on the work of Panel 1 and informed the Commission that the Panel had
welcomed a new member, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories). The Panel had agreed on the
Recommendation by ICCAT on Prohibition of Discards of Tropical Tunas Caught by Purse Seiners (Rec. 17-01)
which was being put forward for adoption by the Commission.

No agreement had been reached on a “Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to Supplement Recommendation
16-01 by ICCAT on a Multi-Annual Conservation and Management Programme for Tropical Tunas”
proposed by South Africa, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Japan, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegal and Uruguay or on the “Draft
Proposal for a Recommendation by ICCAT to Supplement Recommendation [16-01] by ICCAT on a Multi-
Annual Conservation and Management Programme for Tropical Tunas” put forward by the European Union.

The Panel 1 Chair also informed the Commission that Panel 1 had requested an intersessional meeting, for
which the European Union had offered to draft the Terms of Reference. Other CPCs, including the United
States and South Africa, offered to contribute to the drafting of the ToRs for the intersessional meeting of
Panel 1 and were encouraged to liaise with the EU for that purpose.

The Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT on Prohibition of Discards of Tropical Tunas Caught
by Purse Seiners [Rec. 17-01], which is presented in ANNEX 5.

The Commission thanked Mr. Shep for his work and elected Cote d’'Ivoire to continue to serve as Panel 1
Chair.

Panel 2

Mr. Masanori Miyahara (Japan), Chair of Panel 2, informed the Commission that Panel 2 had reached
consensus on a Recommendation by ICCAT on a Harvest Control Rule for North Atlantic Albacore
Supplementing the Multiannual Conservation and Management Programme, Rec. 16-06 [Rec. 17-04]; a
Recommendation by ICCAT Establishing Management Measures for the Stock of Mediterranean Albacore
[Rec. 17-05]; and a Recommendation by ICCAT for an interim conservation and management plan for Western
Atlantic bluefin tuna [Rec. 17-06].

Mr. Miyahara reported that, despite the hard work of all the Panel members, final agreement on a revised
management plan for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna had not been achieved, although tentative agreement on
the three year TAC was reached and incorporated into the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the
recommendation 14-04 by ICCAT to establish a multi-annual recovery plan for Bluefin Tuna in the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 17-07], which was being put forward for adoption with a reservation by
Norway.

Panel 2 had also called for an intersessional meeting to approve the fishing plans for eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin tuna and to address adjustment to E-BFT quotas for 2019 and 2020 by use of the
reserves, requesting that this be held in early March 2018.

Venezuela requested confirmation that a transfer of 60 t of northern Albacore quota from European Union
to Venezuela could be authorised, and this was endorsed by the Commission.

The Commission adopted the four Recommendations cited above which are included in ANNEX 5. The
reservation expressed by Norway regarding Rec. 17-07 was noted.

Given the admirable work to date, the Commission unanimously re-elected Japan as Chair of Panel 2.
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Panel 3

The Chair of Panel 3, Mr. Asanda Njobeni (South Africa) informed the Commission that Panel 3 had not
proposed any new measures in 2017, given that current measures remain in force until 2020. The Panel
had liaised with the Compliance Committee regarding the carry-over of additional underages as provided
for in the current measure, and the revised figures were included in the Compliance Annex.

The Commission unanimously agreed to the re-election of South Africa as Panel 3 Chair.
Panel 4

Dr F. Hazin (Brazil), Chair of Panel 4, reported on the work of the Panel, which was proposing three

measures for adoption:

- Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation for the Conservation of North Atlantic
Swordfish, Rec. 16-03 [Rec. 17-02];

- Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation for the Conservation of South Atlantic
Swordfish, Rec. 16-04 [Rec. 17-03] and;

- Recommendation by ICCAT on the Conservation of North Atlantic Stock of Shortfin Mako Caught in
Association with ICCAT Fisheries [Rec. 17-08].

These three Recommendations were adopted by the Commission and are contained in ANNEX 5.

The Chair of Panel 4 regretted that consensus had not been reached on a “Draft Recommendation by ICCAT
concerning the conservation of sharks caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT”; a “Draft
Recommendation by ICCAT on the Conservation of South Atlantic Stock of Shortfin Mako Caught in
Association with ICCAT Fisheries” or a “Draft Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on the By-catch of
Sea Turtles Caught in Association with ICCAT Fisheries”.

The Commission thanked Dr Hazin for his excellent work and elected Brazil to continue to serve as Panel 4
Chair.

13  Report of the Conservation and Management Measures Compliance Committee (COC) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

The Compliance Committee Chair, Mr. Derek Campbell (USA), provided a report of the work of his
Committee. The Compliance Committee had adopted the Compliance Annex with the exception of the tables
for southern albacore and bigeye tuna, which were being put forward to the Commission for consideration,
given that the adjustments had not been made in time for consideration by the Committee. Catch quotas,
including those of bigeye tuna had been adjusted on the basis of the total reported in the Compliance Annex,
and not on the basis of the Task I or quarterly report figures. The United States noted that it would not block
the endorsement of the Compliance Annex, but requested that its reservation on this procedure be reflected
in the report given its understanding of the TAC overharvest payback requirements set out in Rec. 16-01.
The Commission endorsed the Compliance Annex in its entirety.

In order to avoid delays and allow timely input of the Panels in the future, the Compliance Committee
requested that an agenda item be added to all the Panels’ agendas to review and provide relevant input on
the compliance tables and then refer them to the Compliance Committee for appropriate action per the
terms of Recommendation 11-11. This suggestion was accepted, and it was agreed that future Panel agendas
would include an item to allow for review of relevant compliance tables.

The Compliance Committee recommended the renewal of cooperating status for Bolivia, Chinese Taipei,
Costa Rica, Guyana, and Suriname, to which the Commission concurred.

The Compliance Committee also recommended that identification of Sierra Leone and Dominica be
maintained but that identification be lifted from Liberia, Sao Tome & Principe, Trinidad & Tobago, Cambodia
and Grenada. It was also proposed that letters regarding compliance issues be sent to 38 CPCs, as well as
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letters to St. Kitts & Nevis and St. Lucia encouraging greater participation in the work of the Commission.
The Compliance Committee also requested the Commission Chair to send a letter to Gibraltar to request
cooperation with ICCAT, including the provision of catch data and information on measures in place to
manage and control bluefin tuna fisheries in a manner consistent with ICCAT measures. These proposals
were accepted by the Commission, and it was agreed that the aforementioned letters would be sent. It was
also agreed that letters of prohibition on retention of ICCAT species would be sent to those with missing
Task I data after 1 December except for Brazil, as the Commission accepted Brazil’'s request to delay the
application of Rec. 11-15 on the commitment by Brazil that it would submit a comprehensive revision of its
Task I data for the last five years by 31 March 2018.

In order to improve compliance in the billfish fisheries, the Compliance Committee suggested that a
reporting check sheet be developed for consideration at the 2018 annual meeting. It was agreed that the
Secretariat would work with the Panel 4 and Compliance Committee Chairs to develop such a sheet. In
addition, it was agreed that the Secretariat would communicate with the Western Central Atlantic Fishery
Commission (WECAFC) to request that billfish catch data for WECAFC members, including ICCAT non-CPCs,
be provided to ICCAT.

The Commission agreed that shark check sheets, required by Rec. 16-13, should continue to be accepted in
2018, in particular by those CPCs who had not yet made their submission, to allow for a thorough review of
compliance with ICCAT’s shark measures at the 2018 annual meeting. In addition, the Commission agreed
to consider at the 2018 annual meeting whether to adopt the shark check sheet as an annual requirement.

Finally, the Commission also approved the request from the Compliance Committee to hold an
intersessional meeting of the Online Reporting Working Group, which could be expanded to include SCRS
representation, as well as to hold the first sessions of the Compliance Committee immediately before the
start of the 2018 annual meeting, as provided for in Res. 16-22.

The Commission thanked Mr. Campbell for his dedication, and unanimously re-elected him as Chair of the
Conservation and Management Compliance Committee.

14  Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and
Conservation Measures (PWG) and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

The Chair of PWG, Mr. F. Donatella (European Union), presented the report of the Working Group to the
Commission. The PWG had adopted a Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 15-10 on the
application of the eBCD system [Rec. 17-09], which was submitted for final adoption to the Commission.

This Recommendation was adopted by the Commission and is presented in ANNEX 5.

The PWG had also revised the provisional IUU list, the amended version of which was presented to the
Commission. The IUU list, with the changes introduced by the PWG, was adopted by the Commission.

Several other proposals had been put forward, but Mr. Donatella explained that these would be the matter
for discussion in an intersessional meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures
(IMM), among other topics. These measures included a “Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on protecting the
health and safety of observers in ICCAT’s regional observer programs”, submitted by the United States; a
“Draft Resolution by ICCAT Establishing a Pilot Program for the Voluntary Exchange of Inspectors to
Conduct Joint International Inspections At Sea” submitted by the United States, EU, Liberia, and Senegal;
two “Draft Recommendations by ICCAT amending Recommendation 15-10 on the application of the eBCD
system”, one submitted by Norway and the other by Japan; and one “Draft Recommendation by ICCAT
amending Recommendation 11-20 on an ICCAT Bluefin Catch Documentation Program”, submitted by
Norway. The United States added that review of ICCAT’s recommendation on minimum standards for vessel
monitoring systems should be a priority discussion at the IMM working group meeting as there was no time
to do so during PWG this year as required by Recommendation 14-09.



ICCAT REPORT 2016-2017 (II)

Mr. Donatella reported on the intersessional work of the Port Inspection Expert Group, which had
developed a questionnaire to determine capacity building needs and priorities. The Report of this group
and the self-assessment questionnaire were adopted by the Commission, and it was agreed that the Group
should continue its work and meet intersessionally in 2018.

The Commission thanked Mr. Donatella for his work and elected Mr. Neil Ansell (European Union) to serve
as Chair of the PWG.

15  Assistance to developing coastal States and capacity building

The Executive Secretary presented a document prepared by the Secretariat: Meeting Participation Fund
(MPF). He invited the CPCs to inform the STACFAD and the Secretariat of the amounts which they could
commit to the MPF through voluntary contributions for 2018.

The Chair of the Commission reminded all delegates that simple attendance at meetings was not sufficient
to build capacity and urged all beneficiaries of such funds to participate as fully as possible in the work of
the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. Many of the Contracting Parties present assured the Chair that
they were fully aware of the obligations that attendance to ICCAT meetings imposed on them, and that they
were participating in the work of the organization as fully as possible. All agreed that the fund had been a
positive step towards increasing inclusiveness in the work of ICCAT, as well as improving compliance with
ICCAT measures.

16  Cooperation with other inter-governmental organisations

Mr. Stefaan Depypere, current Chair of the Kobe Group, outlined the difficulties and challenges of trying to
organise a full-scale Kobe meeting and expressed his belief in the merits of continuing on the path of small
working groups on specialised topics. This suggestion met with the approval of the Commission.

The correspondence with WECAFC was noted and it was agreed that cooperation should be maintained
between the two organisations to ensure that there was no overlap in their respective mandates, while at
the same time benefitting from possible additional data and cooperation of WECAFC members that such
relationship could yield.

Continued participation in the FAO Common Oceans/ABN] Tuna Project was discussed and it was agreed
that ICCAT would continue to participate in the projects underway. Several CPCs noted the value of this
cooperation, as pointed out by the SCRS Chair, and there was general agreement that engagement in this
project should continue in the future, in order to complement and strengthen related scientific and
management initiatives within ICCAT. The Executive Secretary expressed his disappointment regarding the
amounts that had been assigned to ICCAT-led projects under the FAO Common Oceans/ABN] tuna project
compared with other organisations, and hoped that this imbalance would be rectified in the future, if the
project were to continue.

The observer from the Sub-Regional Fisheries Commission (SRFC/CSRP) expressed the desire of his
organisation to work closely with ICCAT particularly in the areas of data collection and capacity building.
This cooperation was welcomed.

17  Inter-sessional meetings in 2018

It was agreed that the following intersessional meetings would be held in 2018:

- An intersessional meeting of Panel 1 (dependent on the agreement of Terms of Reference). The
European Union offered to host the meeting in Bilbao. It was suggested that the meeting be held after
the bigeye assessment scheduled for July 2018.
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- An intersessional meeting of Panel 2, to endorse the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna
fishing plans and consider possible changes to the allocation scheme for 2019 and 2020, to be held in
5-7 March 2018, in Madrid.

- A fourth meeting of the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and
Managers (SWGSM). The United States indicated that it would explore the possibility of hosting this
meeting.

- A final meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment.

- Atwelfth meeting of the Integrated Monitoring Measures Working Group.

- Asecond meeting of the Port Inspection Expert Group for Capacity and Assistance.

- A meeting of the On-line Reporting Working Group.

In addition, it was agreed that the first sessions of the Compliance Committee would be held immediately
before the start of the 21st Special Meeting of the Commission.

The delegate of Senegal recalled that the Working Group on Recreational and Sport Fisheries established in
2009 had not met since then and suggested that new life be breathed into this group. It was agreed that this
item would be considered at the 2018 annual meeting.

18 Election of Chair and Vice Chairs

Mr. Raul Delgado (Panama) was unanimously elected as Chair of the Commission. Mr. S. Depypere
(European Union) was re-elected as First Vice-Chair, and Ms. Zakia Driouich (Morocco) as Second Vice-
Chair. All three thanked the Commission for the trust placed in them.

19 Other matters

19.1 The Secretariat presented an updated version of the document on Streamlining of ICCAT conservation
and management measures, which had been drafted in in conjunction with the Chairs of the relevant bodies.
Given the lack of time, it was agreed that the majority of the issues would be considered by the subsidiary
bodies either at intersessional meetings or at the next Commission meeting, but that the following measures
would be rescinded:

- Resolution by ICCAT to Establish a Capacity Working Group [Res. 06-19]

- Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish an Ad Hoc Working Group for Preparing the Next Performance
Review [Rec. 14-12]

- Resolution by ICCAT on a Program of Work for the Working Group on the Future of ICCAT [Res. 11-25]

19.2 The Delegate of Japan presented draft Guidelines for Submission of Proposals, aimed at facilitating the
understanding of the various versions of the proposals presented and the subsequent changes. The
Commission adopted these guidelines, which are attached as ANNEX 6.1.

20 Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission

The Commission thanked the EU for offering to host the 21st Special meeting, and it was agreed that this
would be held in Croatia, 10-19 November 2018, the first two days of which would be sessions of the
Compliance Committee.

21  Adoption of the report and adjournment

The outgoing Chair, Mr. Martin Tsamenyi, expressed his appreciation to all delegations for their support, as
well as to the Secretariat staff, the interpreters and especially to the Executive Secretary. He regretted that
lack of time had prevented a proper farewell celebration for Mr. Meski from being held, and it was agreed
that the outgoing Executive Secretary would be invited to the 2018 annual meeting in order for the
Commission to show its appreciation. Mr. Tsamenyi was given a standing ovation by the Commission for his
hard work and perseverance.

With the agreement that the report would be adopted by correspondence, the meeting was adjourned.
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COMMISSION AGENDA

Opening of the meeting
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Review of the report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

Review of the report of the Working Group to follow up on the Second Performance Review and
consideration of any necessary actions

Review of the report of the Intersessional Meeting of Panel 4, and consideration of any necessary
actions

Review of the report of the Fifth Meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment and
consideration of any necessary actions

Review of the report of the Third Meeting of the Standing Working Group to Enhance Dialogue
between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM)

Review of the reports of the First Joint Tuna RFMO Working Group on FADs and the Third Meeting of
the ICCAT Working Group on FADs and consideration of any necessary actions

Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) and consideration of
any proposed recommendations therein

Reports of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Report of the Conservation and Management Measures Compliance Committee (COC) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation
Measures (PWG) and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Assistance to developing coastal States and capacity building
Cooperation with other organisations

Inter-sessional meetings in 2018

Election of Chair and Vice Chairs

Other matters

Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission

Adoption of the report and adjournment
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Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Blv. "Deshmoret e Kombit" Nr. 2, kp. 1001, Tirana
Tel: + 355 69 20 60 801, E-Mail: roland.kristo@bujqgesia.gov.al
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Pallugqji, Arian

Responsible in charge of sector, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Blv. “Déshmoret e Kombit”, Nr. 2, kp.
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Kaddour, Omar *
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Tel: +213 21 43 38 39, Fax: +213 21 43 31 97, E-Mail: dpmo@mpeche.gov.dz; kadomar13@gmail.com

Belabid, Riad Zine
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Tel: +213 550 587 482, E-Mail: benabidriad@yahoo.fr

Benzerhouni, Nasr-Eddine
Directeur AT Algerian Tuna, 07 Rue Louadj Ahmed, Tlemcen, 13000
Tel: +213 661 220 404, Fax: +213 43 277 876, E-Mail: algeriantuna213@gmail.com

Bouhafs, Nadia
Inspectrice, Ministere de I'Agriculture du Développement Rural et de la Péche
Tel: +213 0771 360 595, Fax: +213 021 43 3939, E-Mail: nabouhafs@yahoo.fr

Khaldi, Brahim
14 Rue de Chenoua Hydra, 16035
Tel: +213 550 501 780, Fax: +213 21 482 627, E-Mail: aquasolek@hotmail.com
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Robinson, Robert *
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Towers, Suite 204, Newtown Barracks

Tel: +501 22 34918, Fax: +501 22 35026, E-Mail: deputydirector@bhsfu.gov.bz
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Tel: +306 944 314 422; +306 946 469 961, E-Mail: theoax@gmail.com

Corrado, Diego
Grupo Etchart Worldwide, 6 de Abril, 1394 Carasco, Montevideo, Uruguay
Tel: +598 943 64033, E-Mail: diegocorrado@etchart.com.uy; secretaria@etchart.com.uy

*Head Delegate.
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Oceandgrafa - Chefe de Divisdo, Aquaculture and Fisheries Secretariat, Ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Services,
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Aquaculture and Fisheries Secretariat, Ministry of Industry, Foreign Trade and Services, Setor Bancario Norte, Qd. 1
Bloco D, 52 andar, Ed. Palacio do Desenvolvimento, CEP: 70057-900 Brasilia - DF

Tel: +55 61 2027 7000, E-Mail: thaiz.reis@mdic.gov.br
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Tel: +11 95329 1010, Fax: +61 3215 3327, E-Mail: bpbulhoes@yahoo.com.br

Mendes, Samya Vanessa
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Tel: +55 61 981 856 634, E-Mail: samyaverde@hotmail.com
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Tel: +55 61 9 8124 5886, Fax: +61 3215 4710, E-Mail: deputadocleberverde@gmail.com

Villaga, Carlos Eduardo

Coletivo Nacional de Pesca e Aquicultura - CONEPE - SRTVS, Quadra 701, Bloco O n? 110, sl. 186/187, Ed. Novo Centro
Multiempresarial, CEP: 70940-905 Brasilia DF, Asa Sul

Tel: +55 61 3323 5831, E-Mail: caduvillacal964@gmail.com
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Duprey, Nicholas
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Tel: +86 10 880 67296, Fax: +86 10 880 67572, E-Mail: drc@cnfc.com.cn; dengrongcheng@cnfc.com.cn

He, Junwu

Deputy General Manager, Fujian Changfeng Fishing Co., LTD, B-2 Room, 8/F, 1 Building, Hongyangxincheng, Yangqiao
Road, Gulou District, Fuzhou

Tel: +886 591 8365 8752; +886 137 993 30036, Fax: +886 591 8365 8752, E-Mail: fjyx0812@163.com;
hjw8407@163.com

Ji, Zhiyuan
Deputy director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No. 2 chaowaidajie, ChaoYang district, Beijing
Tel: +86 10 6596 3635, Fax: +86 10 6596 3614, E-Mail: ji_zhiyuan@mfa.gov.cn

Lin, Hui

Deputy General Manager, Fujian Changfeng Fishing Co., LTD, B-2 Room, 8/F, 1 Building, Hongyangxincheng, Yangqiao
Road, Gulou District, Fuzhou

Tel: +886 591 8365 8752: +886 139 069 31213, Fax: +86 591 8365 8752, E-Mail: fjyx0812@163.com;
agentlinhui@163.com
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Liu, Ce

Deputy Director, Department of High Seas Fisheries, China Overseas Fisheries Association, Room No. 1216 Jingchao
Mansion, No. 5, Nongzhanguannanlu, Chao yang district, Beijing Chaoyang District

Tel: +86 10 5919 2969, Fax: +86 10 5919 3056, E-Mail: liuce1029@163.com; admin1@tuna.org.cn

Liu, Xiaobing
Advisor, China Overseas Fisheries Association, N2 5 Nongzhanguannanlu, Chaoyang District, 100125 Beijing
E-Mail: xiaobing.liu@hotmail.com; Xiaobing.Liuc@163.com

Wang, Huan
Vice General Manager, Shangdong Zhonglu Oceanic Fisheries Co. Ltd.
Tel: +153 881 97675, E-Mail: 15388197675@189.com

Wang, Xuyang

Manager, China National Fisheries Company, Building 19, Block 18, No 188, West Road, Nansihuanxilu, Fengtai District,
Beijing Fengtai District

Tel: +86 13511010921, Fax: +86 10 8395 9933, E-Mail: wxy@cnfc.com.cn

Yang, Xiaoning
Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, No. 2 Chao Waidajie, ChaoYang District, Beijing
Tel: +86 10 6596 3292, Fax: +86 10 6596 3276, E-Mail: yang_xiaoning@mfa.gov.cn

Zhu, Jiangfeng
Professor, Shangai Ocean University, College of Marine Sciences, 999 Hucheng Huan Rd., 201306 Shangai
Tel: +86 21 61900167, Fax: +86 21 61900304, E-Mail: jfzhu@shou.edu.cn

COTE D'IVOIRE

Adjoumani, Kobenan Kouassi

Ministre des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques de la République de Cote d'Ivoire, B.P. 5521, Abidjan
Tel: +225 20 22 99 27, Fax: +225 20 224 156, E-Mail: adjoumane.kouassi@yahoo.fr

Shep, Helguile *

Directeur de 1'Aquaculture et des Péches, Ministere des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques, Rue des Pécheurs; B.P. V-
19, Abidjan

Tel: +225 21 35 61 69; Mob:+225 07 61 92 21, Fax: E-Mail: shelguile@yahoo.fr; shep.helguile@aviso.ci

Aka, Allou Jacques

Coordonnateur du Programme d'Appui a la Gestion Durable des Ressources Halieutiques (PAGDRH), Direction de
I'Aquaculture et des Péches, BP V 19, Abidjan

Tel: +225 08 37 89 17, E-Mail: aka.allou@yahoo.fr; akaalloul0@gmail.com

Diaha, N'Guessan Constance

Chercheur Hydrobiologiste au Centre de Recherches Océanologiques, Ministere |'enseignement supérieur et recherche
scientifique, 29, Rue des Pécheurs - B.P. V-18, Abidjan 01

Tel: +225 2135 5880, Fax: +225 2135 1155, E-Mail: diahaconstance@yahoo.fr; constance.diaha@cro-ci.org

Djobo, Anvra Jeanson
Inspecteur Technique au MIRAH, Ministére des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques, BP V 185, Abidjan
Tel: +225 07930 344, Fax: +225 2022 9919, E-Mail: jeanson_7@hotmail.com

Djou, Kouadio Julien
Statisticien de la Direction de I'Aquaculture et des Péches, BPV19, Abidjan
Tel: +225 79 15 96 22, E-Mail: djoujulien225@gmail.com

Dongo, Manzan
Chef de Cabinet du Ministre des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques
Tel: +225 757 2316, E-Mail: manzandongo1l@yahoo.fr

Fofana, Bina

Sous-directeur des Péches Maritime et Lagunaire, Ministere des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques de la République
de Cote d'Ivoire, 29 Rue des Pécheurs, BP V19, Abidjan 01

Tel: +225 07 655 102; +225 21 356 315, Fax: +225 21 356315, E-Mail: binafof@yahoo.fr; binalafig@aviso.ci
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Gago, Chelom Niho

Conseiller Juridique du Comité d'Administration du Régime Franc de Céte d'Ivoire, 29 Rue des Pécheurs, BP V19 Abidjan
01

Tel: +225 0621 3021; +225 07 78 30 68, Fax: +225 21 35 63 15, E-Mail: gagoniho@yahoo.fr

Hema, Cathérine
Coordonnatrice Adjointe de Projet de Développement Durable des Ressources Halieutiques
Tel: +225 49 924 593, E-Mail: hemacathy@yahoo.fr

Kanga, Konan
Ingénieur Agronome, Chargé d'Etudes, B.P. 5521, Abidjan
Tel: +225 07 92 57 60, E-Mail: kanga.konan@yahoo.fr

Koffi, Amani Georges Lopez

Chargé de Communication du MIRAH, Ministere des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques de la République de Cote
d'Ivoire, B.P 5521, Abidjan

Tel: +225 0796 6409, E-Mail: secagri@africaonline.co.ci

Koffi, Barthélémy Tanoh
Directeur du Port de Péche d'Abidjan, Abidjan
Tel: +225 21 24 2323; +225 48730382, Fax: +225 2123 8080, E-Mail: honat_bart@yahoo.fr; tanohbart@gmail.com

Kouadio, Germain
Chargé d'études au cabinet du Ministere des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques (MIRAH)
Tel: +225 079 66409, Fax: +225 202 29919, E-Mail: ger.kouadio@gmail.com

Kouakou Kouassi, André

Chargé de Mission du Ministre, Ministére des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques de la République de Cote d'Ivoire,
B.P. V-82, Abidjan

Tel: +225 20 22 99 27, Fax: +225 20 229 919, E-Mail: kouassikandre@yahoo.fr

Kouakou-Phieny, Denis

Représentant technique auprés des Organisations chargées de la péche au sein de I'Union Européenne a Bruxelles,
Ministére des Ressources Animales et Halieutiques, B.P. V-84, Abidjan

Tel: +32 470 170 359, Fax: +225 2022 9919, E-Mail: phyenyd@yahoo.fr

Lepry Née, Amatcha Epse Yobouet
Coordonnateur du Projet de Relance de la Production Piscicole Continentale (PREPRICO)
Tel: +225 589 70918, E-Mail: ch.lepry@gmail.com

N'da, Atché Hugues Pacome
Assistant au CARF
Tel: +225 08 16 89 56, E-Mail: ndapacome@gmail.com

Sombo, Chokou Qu