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Special Meeting Participation Fund[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Data at 27 October 2025.] 


In 2020 the Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation 14-14 on the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for Developing ICCAT Contracting Parties (Rec. 20-09) which substitutes and repeals Rec. 14-14 in its entirety.

Recommendation 20-09 establishes a Meeting Participation Fund (MPF) to support representatives of those ICCAT Contracting Parties which are developing States for the purpose of attending and/or contributing to the work of the Commission and other subsidiary bodies.  This fund was initially provisioned with €60,000.00 from the Working Capital Fund.  

The new Recommendation differs from the previous one in that some minimum criteria must be met in order to control costs and minimize the administrative burdens.  These minimum criteria are as follows: when a developing Contracting Party sends more than six official delegates to a Commission meeting or more than four to a subsidiary body meeting using its own resources, it will not be entitled to receive financial support from the MPF; in addition, the delegates must travel in the least expensive economy class or another that is more economical, and the flight itinerary must be defined at least 30 days in advance of the meeting.

This fund was financed in 2025 with an allocation of €250,000.00 charged to Chapter 13b) of the ICCAT budget, as approved by the Commission in 2024.

To these funds, the carryover of financial year 2024 must be added, which amounted to €205,497.81.  Therefore, the available amount in 2025 has been €455,497.81.

In 2025, 118 trips have been organised and 31 CPCs have benefitted.

For 2026, this fund will have a carryover from 2025 estimated to be €54,868.52. An estimation has been made of the possible requests for 2026, taking into account the meetings scheduled, and expense in 2026 is calculated to be €441,725.34. It will therefore be necessary to allocated to this fund at least €400,000.00, to reach a balance of €454,868.52.  However, if this trend continues, this heading must be increased for the following years, given that, otherwise, it will not be possible to fully cover the expense.

	Special Meeting Participation Fund (MPF)

	Opening balance for financial year 2025
	€205,497.81

	REVENUE
	€250,000.00

	Financed by ICCAT
	€250,000.00

	
Available balance for the first semester
	
€227,748.91

	Expenses scientific meetings
	€109,764.43

	Meeting of the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM) (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 10-13 February 2025).
	
€6,176.60

	Shortfin Mako Shark Data Preparatory Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 10-14 March 2025).
	
€9,378.72

	White Marlin Data Preparatory Meeting (Hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 24-28 March 2025).
	
€17,627.42

	Intersessional Meeting of the Bluefin Tuna Species Group (hybrid/Sète, France, 8-11 April 2025).
	
€2,013.93

	Bigeye Tuna Data Preparatory Meeting (hybrid/San Sebastián, Spain, 21-25 April 2025).
	
€29,039.11

	Intersessional Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 12-16 May 2025).
	

€5,869.71

	Intersessional Meeting of the Small Tunas Species Group (hybrid/Olhão, Portugal, 26-28 May 2025).
	
€13,239.26

	Shortfin Mako Stock Assessment Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 9-13 June 2025).
	
€15,194.27

	White Marlin Stock Assessment Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 23-27 June 2025).
	
€11,225.41

	Intersessional Meeting of Panel 2
	€12,682.32

	Meeting of the Electronic Monitoring Systems Working Group (EMS WG) / Second Meeting of the Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) / 18th Intersessional Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM)
	


€25,897.62

	
Balance for first semester
	
€79,404.54

	
	

	Transfer of balance for the first semester
Available balance for the second semester
	€79,404.54
€227,748.91

	
Total available for the second semester
	
€307,153.44

	
Expenses scientific meetings
	
€135,068.55

	SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 9-11 July 2025).
	
€18,232.85

	Bigeye Tuna Stock Assessment Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 14-18 July 2025).
	
€17,613.30

	SCRS Species Groups Meeting and/or SCRS plenary meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 22 September to 3 October 2025).
	

99,222.40

	Meeting of the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 8 July 2025).
	
€10,929.88

	Meeting of the Compliance Committee and/or 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission (hybrid, Seville, Spain, 15-24 November 2025)
	

€21,526.75

	Estimate of pending expenses - Meeting of the Compliance Committee and/or 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission (hybrid, Seville, Spain, 15-24 November 2025)
	

€84,759.74

	
	

	Estimated available balance at 27 October 2025
	€54,868.52















	Summary of expenses







CPC
	Scientific meetings 
	Intersessional Meeting of Panel 2
	Meeting of the Electronic Monitoring Systems Working Group (EMS WG) / Second Meeting of the Standing Catch Document Scheme Working Group (CDS WG) / 18th Intersessional Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM)
	
Meeting of the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM)

	Compliance Committee Meeting and 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission

	Angola
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€888.32
€2,914.00

	Algeria
	l)
	€3,021.17
	X
	€2,608.51
	
	
	
	
	X
	€370.05
€2,666.00

	
	l)
	€2,706.40
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Belize
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,775.57
€3,176.40

	Brazil
	b)
	€3,308.86
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,208.35
	X
	€1,127.11
€2,852.00

	
	e)
	€5,196.37
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	f) C
	€18.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	€1,944.91
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	h)
	€2,896.28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€3,623.92
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	j)
	€2,335.35
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	k)
	€3,390.81
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€4,161.81
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cabo Verde
	g)
	€1,732.94
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Costa Rica
	j)
	€2,311.04
	
	
	X
	€3,400.00
	X
	€1,184.03
	X
	€1,163.58
€2,914.00

	
	l)
	€6,640.57
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Côte d’Ivoire
	c)
	€3,276.39
	
	
	X
	€3,898.94
	
	
	X
	€663.37
€2,914.00

	
	e)
	€4,382.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€784.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€3,603.80
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Egypt
	f)
	€3,353.81
	
	
	X
	€2,921.26
	X
	€897.56
	X
	€715.48
€2,914.00

	
	g)
	€1,447.01
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€1,975.55
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,692.90
	
	

	
	l)
	€3,574.04
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€3,271.12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	El Salvador
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€2,818.17
€2,914.00

	Gabon
	g)
	€2,361.87
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,352.52
€3,162.00

	The Gambia
	a)
	€3,157.47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€795.72
€2,914.00

	
	j)
	€2,804.67
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€3,257.73
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ghana
	a)
	€3,019.13
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,094.09
€3,206.25

	
	l)
	€5,657.73
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Guatemala
	j)
	€2,227.30
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,073.08
	X
	€1,654.72
€2,914.00

	
	k)
	€3,381.55
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€4,370.36
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Guinea (Rep.)
	e)
	€4,726.69
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,278.51
€2,992.97

	
	l)
	€6,899.98
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Honduras
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,344.08
€3,083.51

	Libya 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€761.23
€3,162.00

	Mauritania
	l)
	€5,584.24
	X
	€2,834.38
	X
	€3,030.60
	
	
	
	

	Mexico
	j)
	€2,664.04
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,488.03
	
	

	Namibia
	b)
	€3,398.98
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€3,268.25

	
	e)
	€6,171.91
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	h)
	€4,289.10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nicaragua
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,693.34
€3,083.51

	Nigeria 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€763.19
€3,221.23

	Panama
	k)
	€3,629.64
	
	
	X
	€3,270.81
	
	
	X
	€1,205.64
€1,699.08

	
	l)
	€6,838.36
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	São Tomé e Príncipe
	c)
	€3,648.24
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,092.24
€3,436.00

	
	g)
	€2,001.47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€6,881.30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Senegal
	c)
	€3,270.67
	X
	€2,584.67
	X
	€3,047.15
	
	
	
	

	
	e)
	€4,327.28
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€3,684.99
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	k)
	€3,379.59
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€6,032.31
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sierra Leone
	c)
	€3,976.65
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,809.37
€3,162.00

	
	l)
	€6,691.75
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	South Africa 
	j)
	€2,063.57
	
	
	
	
	X
	€887.57
	X
	€755.60
€3,162.00

	Syria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€986.58
€3,221.23

	Tunisia
	d)
	€2,013.93
	X
	€2,080.71
	X
	€2,556.36
	X
	€822.33
	X
	€564.86
€2,966.46

	
	f)
	€2,497.90
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	€1,327.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	j)
	€1,851.33
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,676.03
	
	

	
	l)
	€3,169.48
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€2,900.21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Türkiye
	
	
	X
	€2,574.05
	X
	€2,535.02
	
	
	X
	€454.22
€2,914.00

	Uruguay
	h)
	€3,893.03
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,164.04
€3,162.00

	
	l)
	€4,547.41
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Venezuela
	b)
	€2,670.88
	
	
	X
	€1,237.48
	
	
	
	

	
	c)
	€3,455.47
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e)
	€4,234.61
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	€2,423.81
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	h)
	€4,115.86
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€3,916.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	k)
	€3,831.71
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€4,526.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	l)
	€4,101.67
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	€244,832.98
	€12,682.32
	€25,897.62
	€10,929.88
	€21,526.75
€84,759.74



a) Meeting of the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM)
b) Shortfin Mako Shark Data Preparatory Meeting
c) White Marlin Data Preparatory Meeting
d) Intersessional Meeting of the Bluefin Tuna Species Group 
e) Bigeye Tuna Data Preparatory Meeting
f) Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch
g) Intersessional Meeting of the Bluefin Tuna Species Group
h) Shortfin Mako Shark Data Preparatory Meeting
i) White Marlin Stock Assessment Meeting
j) SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting 
k) Bigeye Tuna Stock Assessment Meeting
l) SCRS species groups meetings and/or SCRS plenary meeting
C: Cancelled trip
Estimated pending costs at 27 October 2025.
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