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Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets for the capture of certain ICCAT species

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Resolution by ICCAT on large-scale pelagic driftnets (Res. 96-15)
Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean swordfish (Rec. 03-04); paragraph 3


1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes  ☐ 		No  ☒ 

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s): 

2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes  ☐		No ☒

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes ☐ 		No  ☐

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):

3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes  ☐     No  ☒ 

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes  ☐ 		No  ☒ 

Brief description of new Secretariat work required: 

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.: 

No timeframe applicable.

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal: 

No.



Original: English


Explanatory note on Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets for the capture of certain ICCAT species


This proposed Recommendation introduces elements of improvement to the current provision for the prohibition of the use of driftnets for the capture of large pelagic species to make it enforceable and effective. It also extends the scope of the ban from the Mediterranean to the entire ICCAT Convention area.


Original: English

Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets 
for the capture of certain ICCAT species
(submitted by the European Union)

CONSIDERING that in November 1993, and November 1994, ICCAT adopted Resolutions in support of the Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, 44/225, 45/197 and 46/215, concerning large-scale, high seas, pelagic driftnets and their impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, requesting its Contracting Parties to support these Resolutions;

CONSIDERING that following those Resolution, in November 1996, ICCAT adopted Resolution 96-15 on large-scale pelagic driftnets, to further reinforce ICCAT concerns about the possibility that certain stocks under ICCAT mandate, as well as other marine resources, are being adversely affected by such fishing;

FURTHER CONSIDERING that in its Resolution 96-15 ICCAT charged the Compliance Committee and the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) to monitor compliance with the U.N. Resolutions within the ICCAT Convention area with a view to adopting adequate measures;

NOTING that in 2003 ICCAT adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean swordfish (Rec. 03-04), to protect small swordfish in the Mediterranean and requesting Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities prohibit the use of driftnets for fisheries of large pelagic in the Mediterranean;

CONSIDERING that in UN Resolution 76/71 of 9 December 2021, the General Assembly, while recognizing efforts to implement the moratorium, expresses its concern for the persistent practice of large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing, and thereby urged member States through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to adopt effective measures, or strengthen existing measures, to implement and enforce the present global moratorium on the use of large scale pelagic drift nets on the high seas, and calls upon States to ensure that vessels flying their flag that are duly authorized to use large-scale drift nets in waters under  their national jurisdiction do not use such gear for fishing while on the high seas;

RECOGNISING the demonstrated negative impact that driftnets have on incidental catches of sensitive marine species that are a result of fishing, which shall be minimized and where possible eliminated so that they do not represent a threat to the conservation status of these species;

RECALLING that the Commission has reaffirmed its commitment as regards the concept of responsible fishing, such as established within the framework of the United National Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Code of Conduct;

[bookmark: _Hlk193805956]CONSIDERING that weaknesses have been identified in the enforceability of the current ban on the use of driftnets for large pelagic in Recommendation 03-04, and whereas it is necessary to strengthen the legislation, including establishing a definition of driftnet to improve the enforceability of the prohibition, even when the driftnet is not in use;

CONSIDERING the need for harmonized and effective provisions in ICCAT and General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) for the use of driftnets in the Mediterranean Sea;

RECOGNISING the ICCAT mandate for the conservation of tuna and tuna-like fishes in the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent Seas;






THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. Definitions. For purposes of this Recommendation:

a) “driftnets for large pelagic species” means a string of gillnets kept more or less vertical by floats on the upper line (headrope) and that may have small weights on the lower line (groundrope), with a mesh size in any part of the net of 90 mm or more, to be used near the surface or in mid‑water, either independently or with the boat to which it may be attached.

b) “driftnets for small tuna species” means a passive fishing gear consisting of one or more panels of gillnets set to drift with the current and maintained in a near-vertical position by means of floats on the upper line (headrope), and small weights on the lower line (groundrope). The mesh size of such nets shall be less than 90 mm in any part of the net.

c) “mesh size” of a driftnet means the inside maximum distance between the opposite joints or knots in the same mesh when fully extended along its longest possible axis, not including meshes that, are at the top, bottom or side of a net selvedge; meshes within three meshes of lacings and ropes, and meshes that have been broken or have been repaired.

d) “small tuna species” means the species listed in Annex 1.

2. Contracting Parties, Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing Entities shall prohibit the possession on board vessels, as well as the use of driftnets for large pelagic species, as defined in paragraph 1(a), for the fishing of ICCAT species within the ICCAT Convention area. ICCAT coastal Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing Entities shall also prohibit the possession, transport or storage of such fishing gear within their respective territories. 

3. The use of driftnets for fishing small tuna species, as specified in paragraph 1.b, is permitted only within coastal areas extending up to a maximum distance of 3 nautical miles from the shore and using one or more driftnets with a combined total length which shall not exceed 2500 meters. The possession of driftnet(s) whose aggregate length exceeds 2500 meters is prohibited.

Such driftnets must remain attached to the fishing vessel throughout the entire duration of the fishing operation, and the soak time shall not exceed 24 hours.

The authorization to use driftnets for the capture of small tuna species is limited exclusively to artisanal vessels less than 10 meters in total length.

4. Where the use of driftnets is authorized, as provided in paragraph 3 above, any bycatch of ICCAT species other than small tuna species authorized shall be promptly released or discarded. All such discards shall be counted against the CPC quota and reported to the ICCAT Secretariat through the regular submission of Task 1 and Task 2 catch statistics reports.

5. To evaluate the impact of the use of driftnets in the Mediterranean, the ICCAT Secretariat shall cooperate and coordinate with the GFCM, pursuant to the provisions of Resolution GFCM/46/2023/10 concerning the restriction and prohibition of driftnets in the Mediterranean Sea.

6. To ensure the enforceability and verifiability of the prohibition on the use of driftnets for large pelagic species in ICCAT fisheries, CPCs shall not issue any driftnet license to vessels holding licenses targeting ICCAT species other than the small tuna species authorized under paragraph 1d).

7. The provisions of this Recommendation shall be reviewed and, if necessary, amended following any scientific advice from SCRS or any outcomes arising from the ICCAT-GFCM joint activities referenced in paragraph 5.



Annex 1


List of ICCAT small tuna species

· BLF Blackfin tuna (Thunnus atlanticus)
· BLT Bullet tuna (Auxis rochei)
· BON Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarda)
· BOP Plain bonito (Orcynopsis unicolor) 
· BRS Serra Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus brasiliensis)
· CER Cero (Scomberomorus regalis)
· COM Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson)
· FRI Frigate tuna (Auxis thazard)
· KGM King mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla)
· LTA Little tunny (Euthynnus alletteratus)
· MAW West African Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus tritor)
· SSM Atlantic Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus)
· WAH Wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri)
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