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Current status of the communication mechanism with the 
FAO’s Global Information Exchange System (GIES) 
(ICCAT Secretariat)

At the 18th Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) (Brussels, Belgium, 17–20 June 2025), some CPCs expressed concerns about current practices of ICCAT Port State Measures (PSMA), specifically relating to the reporting of inspection reports which differs slightly from the obligations under the PSMA. The Secretariat was directed to engage in discussions with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) on leveraging the Global Information Exchange System (GIES). This effort aims to investigate the interoperability of existing electronic systems, thereby streamlining reporting, avoiding duplication, and facilitating work for the CPCs and the ICCAT Secretariat. The broader objective is to harmonise the PSMA agreement with the Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 18-09 on Port State measures to prevent, deter, and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (Rec. 23-17).

On 1 October 2025, the Secretariats of ICCAT and the PSMA met at the Madrid office to review the implementation and data exchange procedures.

Currently, ICCAT does not have a centralised electronic system or a dedicated platform for exchanging PSMA data but maintains lists of authorised ports and contact points communicated by the CPCs. These CPCs are required to inspect at least 5% of all landing and transhipment operations conducted by foreign fishing vessels each year; however, the inspection report is shared only when an inspection reveals an infringement of ICCAT's conservation and management measures. All other required data, including the total number of landings, transhipments, port/withdrawal denials, and general inspection information, are compiled by Port CPCs and submitted in the CP58 form (annual reporting on port inspection activity), which is published on the secure part of the ICCAT website. In 2025, more than 75% of ICCAT CPCs/CPs (44 out of 58) are also Parties to the PSMA.

The GIES is a software application developed by the FAO to support the implementation of the PSMA. Since December 2023, GIES has supported the PSMA by enabling port, flag and coastal States, as well as relevant organisations to exchange information and data and to share key information: 
· denials for foreign-flagged vessels to enter or use ports; and 
· reports of inspections conducted on such vessels in port. 
This information helps the Parties to take action against non-compliant vessels, build vessel compliance histories for risk analysis, or facilitate cooperative action between Parties. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213255009]With a view to ICCAT being able to exchange information with the FAO’s GIES and, as a result, reducing the reporting burden on ICCAT CPCs that are also Parties to the PSMA, certain key items need to be explored:

· developing enhanced functionalities, such as advanced filters to efficiently search and categorise information, as well as enabling direct export capabilities so that data can be seamlessly extracted and used for analysis without further manual processing;

· the interoperability with the GIES must be studied in the context of the long-term project ICCAT Integrated Online Management System (IOMS), which aims to centralise and manage most data-reporting requirements. Any development in this direction must fall under this framework, analysing requirements, as well as technical feasibility and potential costs. All such activities must be reflected in the workplan of the Online Reporting Technology Working Group (WG ORT);



· considering that certain ICCAT CPCs are not Parties to the PSMA, and to ensure reporting continuity for all CPCs without disruption to the requirements, the Secretariat suggests the following:

· ICCAT CPCs should continue to follow the provisions related to Port Inspection Measures under ICCAT regulations;

· once interoperability between the two systems has been tested and achieved, the data entered into the ICCAT system should be forwarded to the GIES for the concerned CPCs. The exchange of data in the opposite direction is considered less effective, since some ICCAT CPCs do not report their port inspection information to the GIES, as they are not Parties to the PSMA.
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