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ICCAT Secretariat

Measures which were repealed and/or replaced by measures adopted in 2024

Rec. 14-13: Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation by ICCAT for enhancing the dialogue between fisheries scientists and managers
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-13
Rec. 17-02 Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation for the conservation of North Atlantic swordfish, Rec. 16-03
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-10
Rec. 19-14 Resolution by ICCAT on development of initial management objectives for North Atlantic swordfish
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-10
Rec. 21-15 Recommendation by ICCAT on transhipment
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-15
Rec. 22-01 Recommendation by ICCAT replacing Recommendation 21-01 on a multi-annual conservation and management programme for tropical tunas
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-01
Rec. 22-02 Resolution by ICCAT on development of initial conceptual management objectives for western Atlantic skipjack
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-04
Rec. 22-05 Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 21-06 to establish a rebuilding plan for Mediterranean albacore
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-08
Rec. 22-08 Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 21-08 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-05
Rec. 22-16 Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 21-18 on the application of the eBCD System
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-16
Rec. 22-17 Recommendation by ICCAT on the application of the integrated online management system
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-17
Rec. 22-19 Document number on transhipment declaration
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-15
Rec. 23-01 Recommendation by ICCAT extending and amending Recommendation 22-01 on a Multi-annual Conservation and Management Programme for tropical tunas
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-01
Rec. 23-02 Recommendation by ICCAT on Brazil’s bigeye tuna payback plan



Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-03
Rec. 23-04 Recommendation by ICCAT replacing Recommendation 22-03 extending and amending Recommendation 17-02 for the conservation of North Atlantic swordfish
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-10
Rec. 23-06 Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 22-08 establishing a Multi-annual Management Plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-05
Rec. 23-08 Recommendation by ICCAT for a pilot project for farming bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) in the Cantabrian Sea
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-06
Rec. 23-14 Recommendation by ICCAT on mobulid rays (family Mobulidae) caught in association with ICCAT fisheries
Repealed and replaced by Rec. 24-12

Suggestions for future streamlining of Recommendations

Panel 1

Tropical tunas

1. To harmonise data provisions and reduce the current reporting burden on CPCs, as well as to minimise redundancy and discrepancies in the data submitted under requirements M:TRO09 and M:TRO13, it is suggested that tropical tuna catch data be reported exclusively on a monthly basis until 80% of the CPC’s bigeye tuna catch limit has been reached. From that point onwards, catch reporting would be on a weekly basis.

Consequently, paragraphs 15 and 16 of Rec. 24-01 could be amended as follows (a., b. original; c., d. proposal):

a) “15. CPCs shall report quarterly to the ICCAT Secretariat the amount of tropical tunas by species caught by vessels flying their flag, within 30 days of the end of the period during which the catches were made.

b) 16. Notwithstanding paragraph 15, for purse seiners and large longline vessels (LOA 20m or greater), CPCs shall report on a monthly basis, increasing to weekly when 80% of their bigeye tuna catch limits have been caught.”

c) “15. CPCs shall report, on a monthly basis, to the ICCAT Secretariat the amount of tropical tunas by species caught by vessels flying their flag, within the month following that in which the catches were made.

d) 16. Notwithstanding paragraph 15, CPCs shall report on a weekly basis once 80% of their bigeye tuna catch limits have been reached. “


2. [bookmark: _Hlk211344574]To clarify the two different concepts mixed in paragraph 57 of Rec. 24-01, the Tonnage (GT: gross tonnage – dimensionless, or the former GRT: gross registered tonnage – “register tonnes” each one equivalent to 2.83 m3) which measures the internal volume of a vessel, and the Carrying Capacity (metric tonnes) which measures the ability to hold/transport a certain amount of fish (detailed explanation in SCRS/2025/161, in response to paragraph 79b of Recommendation 24-01), it is suggested to amend paragraph 57 as follows (a. original; b. proposal):

a) “57. CPCs shall notify the list of authorized vessels to the Executive Secretary in an electronic form and in accordance with the format set in the Guidelines for submitting data and information required by ICCAT. For purse seine vessels, the notification shall include data on transport or fishing carrying capacity of the vessels in gross registered tonnage (GRT), or, where possible, Gross Tonnage (GT), aiming ICCAT to monitor the capacity of fleet activity in the Convention area.


· “57. CPCs shall notify the list of authorized vessels to the Executive Secretary in an electronic form and in accordance with the format set in the Guidelines for submitting data and information required by ICCAT. For purse seine vessels, the notification shall include the fishing carrying capacity (FCC, in metric tonnes), [or/and] the fish hold volume (FHV, in m3) of the vessel, aiming ICCAT to monitor the capacity of fleet activity in the Convention area.”


3. [bookmark: _Hlk210725917]To further streamline the information reported on vessel characteristics, it is also suggested to harmonise compliance and statistical requirements, in accordance with paragraphs 57 and 76(b) of Rec. 24‑01 respectively. Compliance requirement “M:TRO01” obliges CPCs to report the list of vessels authorised to fish for tropical tunas, in accordance with paragraph 57. Statistical requirement “S:GEN02” requires CPCs to submit information on fleet characteristics of active vessels in the previous year, in accordance with paragraph 76(b).  Although overlapping, these reporting obligations require CPCs to report identical information (vessel characteristics) albeit in different formats. To simplify data collection and ensure consistency among data sources, in light of the deliberations held during the SCRS meeting[footnoteRef:1], the following amendments to the CP01 form are proposed[footnoteRef:2]: [1:  Restrepo et al., (in press) (document SCRS/2025/161) and section 19.37 of the SCRS Annual report (PLE_104/2025).]  [2:  These suggestions by the Secretariat, as endorsed by the SCRS, would be applicable to all vessels to be entered into the ICCAT Record of Vessels, not only to those included in the ICCAT Record of Authorised Tropical Tuna Vessels.] 


· Vessel length: use length overall (LOA, in meters) exclusively; 

· Vessel tonnage: use gross tonnage (GT, dimensionless) by default, or gross registered tonnage (GRT, in m3 or 2.83 x register tonnes) as optional; 

· Enlarge Carrying Capacity to fishing vessels and adopt unique standard units:

· Carrier Vessels: Carriers Carrying Capacity (CCC, metric tonnes),
· Fishing vessel: 

· Fish Carrying Capacity (FCC, metric tonnes), [or/and],

· New column for Fish Hold Volume (FHV, m3).

To simplify the validation process and maintain consistency among vessels databases, the Secretariat proposes to standardise the above measures (length, tonnage, CCC, FCC, FHV) by rounding the reported values to 1 decimal of the fractional part.


Panel 2

Mediterranean albacore

The provisions defining requirements M:ALB09 and M:ALB10, relating to the submission of monthly and quarterly catch data, respectively, for Mediterranean albacore, as well as the obligation for CPCs to notify the ICCAT Secretariat when they have reached 80% of their TAC, are not contained in Rec. 24-08 but rather in the report of the ad hoc Working Group on Mediterranean albacore held in February 2022. It is suggested that any recommendation amending or replacing Rec. 24-08 should explicitly include these obligations.


Panel 4

South Atlantic swordfish

For ease of reference, it is suggested that future amendments be made directly on the main measure, or a new measure be proposed in its entirety.

[bookmark: _Hlk202349882]Seabirds

The combination of Recs 07-07 and 11-09 on seabirds is still pending. The Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch has noted ongoing developments regarding seabird bycatch mitigation measures, which are expected to be completed by late 2026 or early 2027. It has therefore been suggested that any effort to combine or revise these recommendations should wait until after the Commission receives any new SCRS advice.
Sharks in general

There are several sharks measures which deal with sharks: Res. 95-02; Res. 03- 10; Rec. 04-10; Rec. 07-06; Rec. 13-10. It is suggested that the relevant provisions of these measures be consolidated into one measure, both for ease of reference and for simplification of the shark check sheet (Rec. 18-06) which is becoming increasingly more complex and cumbersome. Any consolidated version should be reviewed and approved by Panel 4.
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