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Co-Chairs’ Report of the Meeting of the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries 
Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) 
(Hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 8 July 2025) 

1. Opening of the meeting and meeting logistics

The Commission Chair, Mr Ernesto Penas Lado, and the SCRS Chair, Dr Craig Brown, opened the meeting 
and welcomed all the participants. The ICCAT Executive Secretary also welcomed everyone and outlined 
the meeting arrangements. He introduced the 22 CPCs and the seven observers attending the meeting.  

2. Election of the SWGSM co-Chairs

Guatemala and South Africa proposed Mr Penas and Dr Brown as co-Chairs of the SWGSM. Mr Penas and 
Dr Brown were elected as co-Chairs of the SWGSM. 

3. Nomination of Rapporteur

In the absence of nominations for Rapporteur, the Secretariat exceptionally agreed to serve as Rapporteur. 

4. Adoption of Agenda

The Agenda was adopted without changes and is attached as Appendix 1. The List of participants is 
attached as Appendix 2. 

5. General overview of the SCRS workplan to draft the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031

Dr Craig Brown provided a presentation regarding the work done by the SCRS on the drafting of the new 
SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031. 

5.1 Drafting process 

Dr Brown explained that the current Draft SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 updates the objectives 
and associated strategies of the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2015-2020, to reflect the current situation, 
removing or modifying objectives and strategies that no longer need to be included. In addition, new 
objectives and strategies were added to reflect current or anticipated needs. 

He explained the different phases of the drafting process and highlighted that the views of Commissioners 
on the perceived effectiveness of this strategic plan in addressing their needs with respect to scientific advice 
are therefore important for the SCRS to take into account. 

He also added that during the 2025 SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting (9-11 June 2025) scientists will 
review the current draft strategic plan, considering the comments and any proposed edits emerging from 
this SWGSM meeting.  

Finally, he emphasized that the goal is to finalize the 2026-2031 SCRS Science Strategic Plan, for adoption at 
the SCRS Plenary and consideration at the 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission. 

5.2 Highlighted objectives achieved through the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2015-2020 

Dr Brown presented several examples of the achievements made under the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 
2015-2020, which have been reflected in the new Draft Plan.  

PLE_101/2025
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5.3 SWOT analysis of the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 
 
Dr Brown made a summary of the SWOT analysis which includes identifying the Strengths and Weaknesses 
of the SCRS and its processes, the Opportunities for improvement and the perceived Threats to carrying out 
the work of the SCRS, indicating some examples for all of them. 
 
5.4 Overview of the draft document 
 
Dr Brown indicated that the 2025 SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting is a good opportunity to avoid the 
delays inherent in doing the work online through shared documents and by correspondence and suggested 
that the participants in this meeting indicate the main critical topics to focus on, for the SCRS to try to 
incorporate the suggestions. He said that if this is considered too ambitious, it would be best to focus 
especially on measurable targets, which were often difficult to characterize for objectives and their 
strategies.  
 
South Africa indicated that the text has a solid base but, in general, would need some refinement regarding 
prioritization and suggested that the selected mensurable targets should have an assigned responsible 
group and an indication if they require funding or not. South Africa also suggested that all Parts, Goals, 
Objectives, Strategies, and Selected Measurable Targets be clearly numbered using a multilevel numbering 
system which will enhance the clarity of the document. It also suggested that regarding the structure of the 
document, maybe it could be reconsidered to better reflect the logical flow of activities: Part 3 (Dialogue and 
Communication) could be the starting point, followed sequentially by Part 5 (Research) and Part 6 
(Provision of Management Advice, including Stock Assessments and Management Strategy Evaluations), 
which set out the research priorities, followed by Part 2 (Data Collection) which will be the operative part 
supporting the science, and finally, Part 4 (Participation and Capacity Building).  
 
Dr Brown responded that he agreed that the document is a bit difficult and that it should be reorganized, 
and he would propose it in the 2025 SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting to facilitate reading of the text. 
 
The United Kingdom (UK) reminded the meeting of document “Development of a new SCRS Science Strategic 
Plan” (PLE_114/2024) which suggested to prioritize the work of the SCRS and its subsidiary bodies to make 
the workload easier to manage and to improve dialogue between the Commission and the SCRS with the 
aim of increasing efficiencies and reducing resource pressures. Regarding the Plan itself, the UK asked for 
clarifications regarding the main objectives and, since it is a “Strategic Plan”, he indicated that the “strategic” 
element of the Plan should be developed further noting that it is important that strategic objectives for the 
SCRS for the period of the Plan are identified and incorporated into the Plan. Regarding the SWOT analysis, 
he considered it very useful to understand the strategic objectives of the SCRS, and supported South Africa’s 
comments regarding numbering to place different sections adequately. The UK also noted that it would like 
to see specific links between the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 and the work of the various SCRS 
Species Groups and sub-groups. Finally, the UK indicated great support for measurable targets for the 
objectives to measure progress of the implementation.  
 
Dr Brown noted the importance for the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 to have measurable targets 
and to regularly review the progress in achieving those targets in order for the Plan to be effective. 
 
Guatemala highlighted the importance of the Plan to really value the scientific perspective when taking 
management decisions. Regarding some elements in the SWOT analysis, Guatemala noted that in the 
Strengths are included the diversity in participation, the diversity in analytical approaches and adaptation 
to changes as important elements. In this regard, it indicated the importance of assuring an inclusive, 
transparent and effective participation of all CPCs in the SCRS, including but without limiting to, the constant 
use of the 3 official languages and the importance for the Commission to build technical capacity so that 
there are no inequalities between CPCs. Regarding financing opportunities, Guatemala asked what should 
be done to make financing opportunities a reality. On data collection, it noted the need to work with the 
different countries to identify the problem, and if it is confidentiality, work with the different countries to 
assure that this confidentiality does not have the negative influence it is having. He also noted Guatemala’s 
concern regarding the “undue influence” of participants with political, ideological, or financial interests, as 
listed under Threats, which could have different interpretations. On Goal 5 (Research to support the 
inclusion of ecosystem/climate change/bycatch considerations in the provision of scientific advice), 
Guatemala considers it would be a good moment to include socioeconomic components. Regarding Goal 6 
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(Consider the establishment of a Research Steering Committee to improve consistency of approaches, 
coordination, and overall prioritization of research activities across Working Groups), it indicated some 
concerns, because its understanding is that the SCRS structure has some guidance from the chairs. Finally, 
Guatemala noted the need to distinguish between qualificative and quantitative elements.  
 
Dr Brown noted that regarding the funding opportunities, the previous plan referred to specific programmes 
existing at that time; currently, given the limits of ICCAT funding and voluntary contributions, if there are 
sources of external funding, the SCRS should be looking to make use of them. This may apply not only for 
the SCRS as a whole, but also for those individual CPCs needing support in building science capacity or data 
collection. Regarding inappropriate influences during SCRS meetings, he noted that maintaining the 
integrity of the science is something which has been always very important, and we must ensure that our 
debates focus on scientific arguments. We must support the Commission through objective scientific advice, 
without introducing biases on matters not related to science, and that also is part of our Values. Every 
delegation has the right to include whoever they wants in their delegations, and many are not scientists. We 
value the contributions of non-scientists, but what we want to avoid is that management advice or results 
are modified to suit the interests of particular parties, rather than on a scientific basis. Regarding 
socioeconomic aspects, in the previous plan there were some sections about this and they have been deleted 
because the SCRS does not have the resources, in terms of data and expertise, to provide advice considering 
these aspects. Furthermore, although this lack of resources might be addressed over time, what may be more 
critical is that the SCRS would need very specific guidance from the Commission if the Commission wants 
socioeconomic advice. There are many different metrics through which to reflect socio-economic impact, 
which may vary in importance across CPCs. In addition, there are so many possible associated objectives to 
provide scientific advice on achieving, which may have conflicting benefits across CPCs, that the best place 
to address this is the Commission. As regards the Research Steering Committee, he highlighted that the SCRS 
Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 only calls for a discussion in 2026 of whether or not a Research Steering 
Committee should be established, and if established, the membership and responsibilities would be 
determined. Dr Brown also noted that one reason it is being suggested is because the SCRS establishes 
research plans and sets priorities within each Species Group and this Steering Committee could coordinate 
across those groups to establish overall priorities in research so that, in case of insufficient funding, there 
would be collective guidance on where to accommodate any reductions in available budget. The Research 
Steering Committee might also provide an independent view of research needs and budget estimates, etc. 
since we need to be very precise in our estimates for budgeting requests. As far as the question regarding 
capacity building, there has been some progress, but we are still very limited in expertise in key areas. 
Interpretation and the hybrid format have increased participation, but usually the same people take care of 
things, so we are still very limited in capacity and the requests are increasing. 
 
Japan noted that the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 has to be flexible enough to accommodate the 
Commission’s requests and that prioritization is critical, with specified time frames, as it is essential to know 
when the target will be achieved.  
 
Dr Brown indicated that the text will be ready after the SCRS Plenary and clarified that the SCRS Science 
Strategic Plan 2026-2031 covers 6 years, but that the SCRS is aware that shorter deadlines have to be set for 
many of the targets. 
 
Norway asked if the SCRS has enough resources to adopt the ecosystem-based approach and Dr Brown 
answered that to more fully adopt Ecosystem Based Fisheries Management, more relevant expertise will be 
needed, as well as collection or access to relevant data, some of which may be currently available either 
publicly or through collaborative agreements. Considerable thought is needed on how to best integrate 
current and future ecosystem work into the scientific advice.  
 
The UK reiterated the importance of effectively prioritizing and regularly reviewing the Species Groups’ 
priorities. The UK signalled its agreement with Japan regarding the importance of viewing the Draft SCRS 
Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 after the SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting. On the socioeconomic 
aspects, it indicated that it is not the mandate of the SCRS. 
 
The observer from Pew Charitable Trusts (PEW) offered help with prioritization and noted that the SCRS 
Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 is also a Commission plan, so it should be included somewhere. 
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There were several interventions regarding the importance of incorporating the contributions from this 
meeting in the Draft SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031, because the Commission has to approve it.  
 
Canada asked for clarification on if the Plan is approved by the SCRS, would it then be transmitted to the 
Commission.  
 
Dr Brown indicated that first the SCRS Plenary would approve the Plan and then the Commission would 
adopt it.  
 
The co-Convener of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch noted the importance of being clearer 
and better defining the elements necessary to review the performance of the SCRS. He also highlighted that 
the SCRS has to respond to the Commission, but that it has the independence of proposing actions and 
activities.  
 
Dr Brown noted that the SCRS needs the support of CPCs regarding the participation of National Scientists 
in SCRS meetings. He added that the SCRS needs to keep its independence.  
 
Brazil indicated that regarding the socioeconomic aspects, it would be very useful to have feedback from the 
Commission, and regarding capacity building, there are many efforts in place but there is still much to be 
done. 
 
The United States (U.S.) agreed that the SCRS requires independence in its research and highlighted again 
the absolute need to prioritize since the Plan is very long. Dr Brown clarified that he refers to independence 
to provide advice to the Commission. 
 
Japan noted that the SCRS is part of ICCAT, which is why dialogue and this Group are so important.  
 
The co-Chair, Mr Penas, asked Dr Brown several questions regarding the low recruitment, the SCRS needs 
in terms of requests from the Commission, the need for flexibility in funding and the pressure on the SCRS 
to work on climate change, biodiversity, etc.  
 
With respect to low recruitment, Dr Brown responded that it is not so much a problem of low attendance at 
meetings, but of a low number of new active participants with specific knowledge or expertise (stock 
assessment modelers, knowledge of ICCAT fisheries, etc.) while, at the same time, a loss of experienced 
scientists for various reasons (e.g. retirement, focus on other RFMOs, career change). He noted that 2025 
has been particularly difficult in this regard, with several very experienced and key SCRS Officers with 
important roles in 2025 (including chairing meetings and an assessment process, as well as being lead stock 
assessment modeler) unexpectedly departing from their CPC delegation. This particular situation was 
addressed through a combination of other SCRS scientists stepping up temporarily and an ad hoc solution 
of contracting some of the departing SCRS Officers as invited experts. But this ad hoc solution is not a 
long-term answer, and these losses are expected to add to the scientific capacity shortfall in coming years, 
unless CPCs support the SCRS work through including scientists with relevant expertise in their delegations, 
or the SCRS can build capacity from within. Dr Brown also noted that it can take a long time to gain 
knowledge of ICCAT fisheries, and to learn data and scientific processes, so the inclusion of younger, capable 
scientists in CPC delegations with a longer term commitment to support their participation would be an 
effective way to restore lost capacity. 
 
Regarding requests from the Commission to the SCRS, Dr Brown responded that the difficulties are 
multi-faceted. Sometimes requests are unclear, which can delay responses or cause unnecessary work. 
Sometimes requests are maintained in the text when a measure is rolled over, and it is unclear if the SCRS is 
expected to provide an additional response. There are a huge number of requests each year, and the SCRS is 
unable to dedicate appropriate effort to respond thoroughly to all of them. Yet the Commission does not 
prioritize its requests, so the SCRS has no clear guidance on where to focus its limited resources.  
 
Dr Brown explained that the need for flexibility in research funding is being highlighted due to changes in 
funding protocols. In the past, the SCRS was able to carry funds over from one year to the next if unable to 
fully expend them in one year. This can often occur, particularly involving field work, when conditions may 
be different in a given year/season from what was expected in planning the research, or when the season to 
carry out the work straddles calendar years. Also, some research may take more than one calendar year to 
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complete.  But, under the new protocols (with some exceptions in the case of some voluntary contributions), 
all contracts must be initiated and completed within one calendar year. For some longer-term projects, with 
Commission support, funding may be provided for multiple years (e.g. MSE work), but even then, contracts 
must be carried out and finalized within the calendar year.  The SCRS has also been experiencing difficulties 
when there is no suitable response to calls for tender to carry out contracted work. With reissued calls for 
tender (with or without modification) there may be suitable responses, but no longer time to carry out the 
work before the end of the calendar year. 
 
Finally, in response to Mr Penas’ question regarding the pressure on the SCRS to work on climate change 
and biodiversity, Dr Brown said that it would be best to start addressing these topics gradually, using existing 
and accessible resources (e.g. current expertise within the SCRS, accessible data and scientific literature), 
including seeking ways to integrate related research into the process of developing scientific advice across 
SCRS working groups. 
 
The European Union (EU) provided some general remarks, e.g. prioritization, how to implement the targets 
proposed, lack of resources, lack of dynamism to react before unforeseen circumstances. The EU also noted 
it would be a good idea to implement a traffic light system to indicate the status of achieving an objective, 
and a revision clause to monitor what has been done. It suggested that the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-
2031 be a living document, in the sense that new Goals and Objectives can be included if the needs change 
over the course of the Plan. Finally, the EU also asked about the process to incorporate the Commission 
feedback once the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 has been approved by the SCRS plenary.  
 
Dr Brown acknowledged that the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 must be at least partially a living 
document, so that it can be adapted if unanticipated needs or significant new approaches arise. He 
mentioned that living sections associated with each objective are being considered, or a link to a separate 
document, where progress towards the objective can be updated. But he also emphasized that the SCRS 
Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 cannot be too “alive” in the sense of changing the objectives all the time, 
or it would not achieve its utility as a strategic plan. It is necessary to find the proper balance. 
 
The U.S. mentioned two issues, the importance of scientists with expertise to continue working with the 
SCRS once retired and that some requests from the Commission, repeated year after year, make the SCRS 
spend time and resources.  
 
Dr Brown explained that this year the SCRS is trying to solve this topic, trying to get rid of these 
time-consuming responses. He indicated that the objective is to know which of the responses are still active 
and prioritize among them. Mr Penas indicated that prioritizing between panels would be difficult because 
each CPC has an interest in some panels and not in others, and the Commission should prioritize in an 
equitable manner. It was further noted that establishing priorities across Commission requests is difficult 
during the Annual Commission meetings following the current process, as Recommendations are adopted 
on the last day and might not be finalized until then. 
 
The observer from PEW noted that prioritization is a very difficult issue, which highlights the importance 
of meetings like this one indicating his hope for this Group’s meetings to be periodical and not only for one 
day.  Mr Penas answered that there are a lot of challenges so this meeting should not be an isolated effort. 
 
 
6. Focused discussion of the draft SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 (SCRS is seeking 

feedback and editorial suggestions) 
 
The SCRS Chair presented the document section by section, and several CPCs made specific comments. The 
co-Chairs requested CPCs to provide both general and specific comments, in written form, to be considered 
during the SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting. 
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7. Intersessional workplan to finalize SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 
 
Dr Brown noted that the intention was to finalize the Draft SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 during 
the SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting, and that later it should be adopted at the SCRS Plenary, but it has 
become clear that additional intersessional work will be necessary before finalizing the Plan. Several CPCs 
indicated that it would be necessary to see the Draft SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 with all 
modifications made during the SCRS Strategic Plan Meeting and before submitting it to the SCRS Plenary. 
Mr Penas noted that he will try for the Plan to be adopted by consensus at the Commission meeting.  
 
  
8. SWGSM Workplan 

 
8.1 Topic(s) and timing of the 2026 Meeting of the SWGSM  
 
The Group decided to wait until the Commission meeting in November, and depending on whether the Plan 
is adopted, a decision will be made. 
 
Dr Alex Hanke (Canada) provided a presentation on the importance of incorporating ecosystem, climate and 
bycatch considerations into the management of ICCAT species and following the precautionary approach 
and to include those elements in the SWGSM Workplan. 
  
8.2 Intersessional work 
 
The co-Chairs indicated that this point would be covered from now until the annual Commission meeting in 
November, according to the following schedule: 
 
The SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 work proposal will be drafted considering the following steps: 
 

- By 18 July 2025: SCRS Chair will send an email to the SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting 
participants, inviting them to participate in the process, and then giving them permission to edit 
documents;  
 

- By mid/22 August 2025: Deadline for comments from the SCRS Science Strategic Plan Meeting 
participants; 
 

- By 25 August 2025: SCRS Chairs will compile and deliver new version to the Secretariat, to be 
circulated before the end of August. 
 

- By 10 September 2025: Deadline for final comments from CPCs to be received. 
 

- By mid-September 2025: Deadline for the Secretariat to receive final version for translation and 
dissemination at the SCRS level. 

  
9. Recommendations 
 
The co-Chairs noted that the Group is not able to make formal recommendations because there are still 
some points open and there is still work to be done. The only recommendation made was that the CPCs 
provide their comments in writing and that Dr Brown oversees the preparation of a new draft aiming 
adoption by consensus during the SCRS Plenary.  
 
 
10. Other matters 
 
The Secretariat informed the Group of the need to update the Rules and Procedures for the protection, access 
to, and dissemination of data compiled by ICCAT, noting that this Group is considered the most adequate since 
it involves both the SCRS and Commission.  
 

https://www.iccat.int/Data/Data_protection_ENG.pdf
https://www.iccat.int/Data/Data_protection_ENG.pdf
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Mr Penas indicated that given the current workload it would be a good idea to advance the work in the SCRS 
Plenary meeting and include it in the meeting of the SWGSM in 2026. 
 
Canada noted that the Group must do some intersessional work before the Commission meeting because 
the Group has not addressed the structure of the Group nor the 2026 meeting structure. It also indicated 
that, from a budgetary point of view it would be useful if the meetings are virtual.  
 
Mr Penas specified that the Group already has a procedure for the SCRS Science Strategic Plan 2026-2031 
and that during the next Commission meeting in November it should be decided how to procced, but 
requested Canada to send suggestions regarding the structure.  
 
 
11. Adoption of report and closure 
 
The co-Chairs suggested that instead of approval by consensus of all participants, the Report will be done 
as a report of the co-Chairs, so that adoption would not be done by correspondence. Participants accepted 
this option.  
 
The co-Chairs thanked the participants, the interpreters and the Secretariat for all the work done and the 
meeting was adjourned. 
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Unit C3: Scientific Advice and Data Collection DG MARE - Fisheries Policy Atlantic, North Sea, Baltic and Outermost 
Regions European Commission, J-99 02/38 Rue Joseph II, 99, 1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +3222 980 155, E-Mail: Stanislovas.Jonusas@ec.europa.eu 
 
Andonegi Odriozola, Eider 
AZTI, Txatxarramendi ugartea z/g, 48395 Sukarrieta, Bizkaia, Spain 
Tel: +34 661 630 221, E-Mail: eandonegi@azti.es 
 
Arrizabalaga, Haritz 
Principal Investigator, AZTI Marine Research Basque Research and Technology Alliance (BRTA), Herrera Kaia Portualde 
z/g, 20110 Pasaia, Gipuzkoa, Spain 
Tel: +34 94 657 40 00; +34 667 174 477, Fax: +34 94 300 48 01, E-Mail: harri@azti.es 
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Coelho, Rui 
Researcher, Portuguese Institute for the Ocean and Atmosphere, I.P. (IPMA), Avenida 5 de Outubro, s/n, 8700-305 
Olhão, Portugal 
Tel: +351 289 700 508, E-Mail: rpcoelho@ipma.pt 
 
Lino, Pedro Gil 
Research Assistant, Instituto Português do Mar e da Atmosfera - I.P./IPMA, Avenida 5 Outubro s/n, 8700-305 Olhão, 
Faro, Portugal 
Tel: +351 289 700508, E-Mail: plino@ipma.pt 
 
Merino, Gorka 
AZTI - Tecnalia /Itsas Ikerketa Saila, Herrera Kaia Portualdea z/g, 20100 Pasaia - Gipuzkoa, Spain 
Tel: +34 94 657 4000; +34 664 793 401, Fax: +34 94 300 4801, E-Mail: gmerino@azti.es 
 
Molina Schmid, Teresa 
Subdirectora General, Subdirección General de Acuerdos y Organizaciones Regionales de Pesca, Dirección General de 
Recursos Pesqueros, Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación, Secretaría General de Pesca, C/ Velázquez 144, 2ª 
Planta, 28006 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 347 60 40; +34 656 333 130, Fax: +34 91 347 60 42, E-Mail: tmolina@mapa.es 
 
Orozco, Lucie 
Chargée de mission affaires thonières, Direction générale de affaires maritimes, de la pêche et de l'aquaculture 
(DGAMPA), Bureau des Affaires Européennes et Internationales (BAEI), 92055 La Défense, Île de France, France 
 
Sarricolea Balufo, Lucía 
Secretaría General de Pesca, Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación, Calle Velázquez 144, 28006 Madrid, 
España 
Tel: +34 913 476 170; +34 618 330 518, E-Mail: lsarricolea@mapa.es 
 
THE GAMBIA 
Sanyang, Buba * 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Fisheries, Water Resources and National Assembly Matters, No. 7 Marina Parade, 
Banjul 
Tel: +220 756 7777, E-Mail: bubasidiq@yahoo.co.uk 
 
GHANA 
Dovlo, Emmanuel Kwame 
Director, Fisheries Scientific Survey Division, Fisheries Commission, P.O. Box GP 630, Accra, Tema 
Tel: +233 243 368 091, E-Mail: emmanuel.dovlo@fishcom.gov.gh 
 
GUATEMALA 
Avalos Castillo, Cristopher Giovanny 
Dirección de Normatividad de la Pesca y Acuicultura - DIPESCA 
Tel: +502 470 09012, E-Mail: cristopheravalosdipesca@gmail.com 
 
Chavarría Valverde, Bernal Alberto 
Asesor en Gestión y Política Pesquera Internacional, DIPESCA, Bárcena 
Tel: +506 882 24709, Fax: +506 2232 4651, E-Mail: bchavarria@lsg-cr.com 
 
JAPAN 
Fukugama, Chika 
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, 1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, E-Mail: chika_fukugama740@maff.go.jp 
 
Ijima, Hirotaka 
Scientist, Highly Migratory Resources Division, Fisheries Stock Assessment Center, Japan Fisheries Research and 
Education Agency, 2-12-4 Fukuura, Kanazawa, Kanagawa Yokohama 236-8648 
Tel: +81 45 788 7925, E-Mail: ijima_hirotaka69@fra.go.jp 
 
Kawano, Masataka 
Technical Official, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, 1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 3 3502 8460, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: masataka_kawano320@maff.go.jp 
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Matsubara, Naoto 
Scientist, Highly Migratory Resources Division, Fisheries Stock Assessment Center, Japan Fisheries Research and 
Education Agency, 2-12-4 fukuura, kanazawa-ku, Kanagawa Yokohama 236-8648 
Tel: +81 45 788 7922; +81 45 788 5004, E-Mail: matsubara_naoto84@fra.go.jp; matsubaranaoto@affrc.go.jp; 
naotomatsubaraf91@gmail.com 
 
Tominaga, Haruo 
Director, International Fisheries Coordination, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 3 3591 1086, Fax: +81 3 3504 2649, E-Mail: haruo_tominaga170@maff.go.jp 
 
Tsukahara, Yohei 
Senior Scientist, Highly Migratory Resources Division, Fisheries Stock Assessment Center, Japan Fisheries Research and 
Education Agency, 2-12-4, Fukuura, Kanagawa, Yokohama, Shizuoka Shimizu-ku 236-8648 
Tel: +81 45 788 7937, Fax: +81 54 335 9642, E-Mail: tsukahara_yohei35@fra.go.jp 
 
MEXICO 
Ramírez López, Karina 
Instituto Mexicano de Pesca y Acuacultura Sustentables (IMIPAS), Centro Regional de Investigación Acuícola y Pesquera 
- Veracruz, Av. Ejército Mexicano No.106 - Colonia Exhacienda, Ylang Ylang, C.P. 94298 Boca de Río, Veracruz 
Tel: +52 5538719500, Ext. 55756, E-Mail: karina.ramirez@imipas.gob.mx; kramirez_inp@yahoo.com 
 
MOROCCO 
El Monfaloti, Najat 
Chef de service Élaboration des plans d'aménagement et de gestion, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture, 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Pêche Maritime, Nouveau Quartier Administratif, BP 476 Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 537 688 118, E-Mail: elmonfaloti@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Haoujar, Bouchra 
Cheffe de Service des Espèces Marines Migratrices et des Espaces Protégés, Secrétariat d’Etat chargé de la Pêche 
Maritime, Nouveau Quartier Administratif, BP 476, 10150 Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 253 768 8115, Fax: +212 537 688 089, E-Mail: haoujar@mpm.gov.ma 
 
NORWAY 
Sørdahl, Elisabeth * 1 
Senior Adviser, Ministry of Trade, Industry and Fisheries, Department for Fisheries, 0032 Oslo 
 
Mjorlund, Rune 1 
Senior Adviser, Directorate of Fisheries, Department of Coastal Management, Environment and Statistics, 5804 Bergen 
 
Nottestad, Leif 
Principal Scientist (PhD), Institute of Marine Research, Research Group on Pelagic Fish, Nordnesgaten 50, 5005 Bergen 
(P.O. Box 1870 Nordnes), 5817 Bergen, Hordaland county 
Tel: +47 5 99 22 70 25, Fax: +47 55 23 86 87, E-Mail: leif.nottestad@hi.no 
 
PANAMA 
Herrera Armas, Miguel Ángel 
Deputy Manager (Science), OPAGAC, C/ Ayala 54, 2º A, 28001 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 431 48 57; +34 664 234 886, Fax: +34 91 576 12 22, E-Mail: miguel.herrera@opagac.org 
 
SENEGAL 
Sèye, Mamadou 
Ingénieur des Pêches, Chef de la Division Gestion et Aménagement des Pêcheries, Direction des Pêches Maritimes, 
Sphère ministérielle Ousmane Tanor Dieng, Bâtiment D, 2è étage, Diamniadio, BP 289 Dakar 
Tel: +221 77 841 83 94, Fax: +221 821 47 58, E-Mail: mdseye@gmail.com; mdseye1@gmail.com; mdouseye@yahoo.fr 
 
Sow, Fambaye Ngom 
Chercheur Biologiste des Pêches, Centre de Recherches Océanographiques de Dakar Thiaroye, CRODT/ISRA, LNERV - 
Route du Front de Terre - BP 2241, Dakar 
Tel: +221 3 0108 1104; +221 77 502 67 79, Fax: +221 33 832 8262, E-Mail: ngomfambaye2015@gmail.com; 
famngom@yahoo.com 
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SIERRA LEONE 
Mansaray, Mamoud 
Principal Fisheries Officer, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources (MFMR), 7th Floor Youyi Building, Freetown 
Tel: +232 762 55590, E-Mail: mansaraymamoud85@gmail.com 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Mketsu, Qayiso Kenneth * 
Director, Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, 3 Martin Hammerschlag Way, Private Bag X2, 
Foretrust Building, Foreshore, 8018 Cape Town 
Tel: +27 21 402 3048, Fax: +27 21 402 3618, E-Mail: QMketsu@dffe.gov.za; qaiso.mketsu@gmail.com 
 
Mqoqi, Mandisile 
Offshore and High Seas Fisheries Management Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment South Africa, 
7 Martin Hammerschlag Way, Building Foreshore, 8000 Cape Town 
Tel: +27 846 072 921, E-Mail: MMqoqi@dffe.gov.za 
 
West, Wendy 
Large Pelagics Researcher, Fisheries Research and Development, Inshore Research, Department of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Foretrust Building, 9 Martin Hammerschlag Way, Foreshore, 8000 Cape Town 
Tel: +27 21 4023120, E-Mail: WMWest@dffe.gov.za 
 
TUNISIA 
Hayouni ep Habbassi, Dhekra 
Ingénieur en chef, Direction de la préservation des ressources halieutiques, Direction Générale de la Pêche et de 
l'Aquaculture, 32 Rue Alain Savary, 1002 Tunis 
Tel: +216 718 90784; +216 201 08565, Fax: +216 717 99401, E-Mail: hayouni.dhekra@gmail.com 
 
Zarrad, Rafik 1 
Maître de Conférences, Laboratoire Sciences Halieutiques, Institut National des Sciences et Technologies de la Mer 
(INSTM) 
 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
Owen, Marc * 
Team Lead, International Fisheries, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Defra, First Floor, Seacole 
Wing, 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF 
Tel: +44 755 732 5524, E-Mail: marc.owen@defra.gov.uk 
 
Reeves, Stuart 
Principal Fisheries Scientist & Advisor, Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (Cefas), Pakefield 
Road, Lowestoft Suffolk NR33 0HT 
Tel: +44 150 252 4251, E-Mail: stuart.reeves@cefas.gov.uk; stuart.reeves@cefas.co.uk 
 
Sampson, Harry 
Senior International Fisheries Policy Officer, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), Marine & 
Fisheries Directorate, Nobel House 17 Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR 
Tel: +44 208 026 4403; +44 755 742 8543, E-Mail: harry.sampson@defra.gov.uk; trfmo@defra.gov.uk 
 
UNITED STATES 
Keller, Bryan 
Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs, Trade and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 202 897 9208; +1 301 427 7725, E-Mail: bryan.keller@noaa.gov 
 
Díaz, Guillermo 
NOAA-Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149 
Tel: +1 305 361 4227; +1 305 898 4035, E-Mail: guillermo.diaz@noaa.gov 
 
King, Melanie Diamond 
Foreign Affairs Specialist, Office of International Affairs Trade, and Commerce (F/IATC), NOAA, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring Maryland 20910 
Tel: +1 301 427 3087, E-Mail: melanie.king@noaa.gov 
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Lauretta, Matthew 
Fisheries Biologist, NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries Center, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149 
Tel: +1 305 209 6699, E-Mail: matthew.lauretta@noaa.gov 
 
Walter, John 
Research Fishery Biologist, NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 
75  Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149 
Tel: +305 365 4114; +1 804 815 0881, Fax: +1 305 361 4562, E-Mail: john.f.walter@noaa.gov 
 
VENEZUELA 
Evaristo, Eucaris del Carmen 
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura, Corresponsal del Atlántico, Sector "EL Salado". Frente a la redoma 
El Ferry, edificio PESCALBA, Cumaná, Caracas 
Tel: +58 416 883 3781, E-Mail: eucarisevaristo@gmail.com 
 
Galicia Tremont, Jeiris Nathaly 
Directora General de Pesca Industrial, Viceministerio de Producción Primaria Pesquera y Acuícola, Av. Lecuna, Torre 
Este, Parque Central, piso 17 
Tel: +58 0414 970 3064, E-Mail: ing.jeirisgalicia@gmail.com; dgpi.minpesca@gmail.com; jgalicia.minpesca@gmail.com 
 
Giandolfi Fantini, Giovanna 
Directora de Línea de Pesca Artesanal, Dirección de Línea de Pesca Artesanal - Viceministerio de Producción Primaria, 
Pesquera y Acuícola - Ministerio de Pesca y Acuicultura, Complejo Parque Central Torre este Piso 17 Av. Lecuna, 1010 
Caracas 
Tel: +58 426 519 514, E-Mail: dpa.maritima@gmail.com 
 
Miranda Córdova, Jesús 
Gerente de Ordenación Pesquera, Ministerio de Pesca y Acuicultura - INSOPESCA, Torre Este, Parque central, Piso 12, 
1015 Caracas 
Tel: +58 412 369 5325, E-Mail: mirandaj1201@gmail.com; marinefishbp@gmail.com 
 
Rodríguez, Dhaniella 
Gerente Regional, Centro Nacional de Investigación en Pesca y Acuicultura de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela, 
Parque Central, Piso 17, Torre Este, 1040 Caracas 
Tel: +58 2125072424, E-Mail: ingdhaniela7@gmail.com 
 
Vásquez, Ruth 
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura, Oficina de Integración y Asuntos Internacionales, Torre Este, 
Piso 17, Parque Central, Caracas 
E-Mail: ruthvasquezlevy@gmail.com; conocimientocenipa@gmail.com 
 
Vivas Jiménez, Maria Daniela 
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura., Parque Central. Piso 17, 1040 Caracas 
Tel: 04242808103, E-Mail: minpescaven@gmail.com 
 
OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES, FISHING ENTITIES 
 
CHINESE TAIPEI 
Su, Nan-Jay 
Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Biology and Fisheries Science, National Taiwan Ocean University, 
No. 2 Beining Rd., Zhongzheng Dist., 202301 Keelung City 
Tel: +886 2 2462 2192 #5046, Fax: +886-2-24622192, E-Mail: nanjay@ntou.edu.tw 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
DEUTSCHE STIFTUNG MEERESSCHUTZ/GERMAN FOUNDATION FOR MARINE CONSERVATION 
Ziegler, Iris 
Deutsche Stiftung Meeresschutz/German Foundation for Marine Conservation, Badstr. 4, 81379 München, Germany 
Tel: +49 174 3795 190, E-Mail: iris.ziegler@stiftung-meeresschutz.org 
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FISHERY IMPROVEMENT PLAN - FIP 
Oihenarte Zubiaga, Aintzina 
FIP, Bizkaiko Jaurerria, 2 1ºizq, 48370 Bermeo, Bizkaia, Spain 
Tel: +34 944 000 660, E-Mail: departamentotecnico@fipblues.com; aoihenarte@datafishts.com 
 
GLOBAL FISHING WATCH 
Arruda Sêga, Luana 
Global Fishing Watch, 1025 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington DC 20036, United States 
Tel: +554 799 966 3536, E-Mail: luana.sega@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
Bartra, Ariadna 
Global Fishing Watch, 2051BB North Holland, Netherlands 
Tel: +31 643 281 665, E-Mail: ariadna.bartra-baron@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
Dos Santos, Rodrigo Claudino 
Global Fishing Watch, 1025 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington DC 20036, United States 
E-Mail: claudino@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
Elliott, Brianna 
Global Fishing Watch, 1025 Connecticut Ave NW # 200, Washington, DC 20036, United States 
Tel: +1 443 226 3379, E-Mail: brianna.elliott@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
INTERNATIONAL SEAFOOD SUSTAINABILITY FOUNDATION - ISSF 
Murua, Hilario 
Senior Scientist, International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), 3706 Butler Street, Suite 316, Pittsburgh PA 
15201-1802, United States 
Tel: +34 667 174 433; +1 703 226 8101, E-Mail: hmurua@iss-foundation.org 
 
MARINE STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL - MSC 
Moniz, Isadora 
Marine Stewardship Council - MSC, General Perón, 22 – 2º D, 28001 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 831 5963, E-Mail: isadora.moniz@msc.org 
 
PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS - PEW 
Galland, Grantly 
Officer, Pew Charitable Trusts, 901 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20004, United States 
Tel: +1 202 540 6953; +1 202 494 7741, Fax: +1 202 552 2299, E-Mail: ggalland@pewtrusts.org 
 
SCIAENA 
Abril, Catarina 
Incubadora de Empresas da Universidade do Algarve, Campus de Gambelas, Pavilhão B1, 8005-226 Faro, Portugal 
Tel: +351 912 488 359, E-Mail: cabril@sciaena.org 
 
OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
 
CO-CHAIR 
Penas Lado, Ernesto 
ICCAT Chair, Union européenne - D.G. Affaires Maritimes et de la Pêche, 200, Rue de la Loi - J-99 (3/44), B-1046 Brussels, 
Belgium 
Tel: +34 662 027 106, E-Mail: ernestopenas@gmail.com 
 
CO-CHAIR 
Brown, Craig A. 
SCRS Chair, Sustainable Fisheries Division, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, 
75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami, Florida 33149, United States 
Tel: +1 305 586 6589, E-Mail: drcabrown@comcast.net; craig.brown@noaa.gov 
 
SCRS OFFICER (CO-CONVENER OF SC-ECO) 
Domingo, Andrés 
Dirección Nacional de Recursos Acuáticos - DINARA, Laboratorio de Recursos Pelágicos, Constituyente 1497, CP 11200 
Montevideo, Uruguay 
Tel: +5982 400 46 89, Fax: +5982 401 32 16, E-Mail: dimanchester@gmail.com 
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***** 
 

ICCAT Secretariat 
C/ Corazón de María 8 – 6th floor, 28002 Madrid – Spain 

Tel: +34 91 416 56 00; Fax: +34 91 415 26 12; E-mail: info@iccat.int 
 
 
Manel, Camille Jean Pierre 
Neves dos Santos, Miguel 
Ortiz, Mauricio 
Mayor, Carlos 
Parrilla Moruno, Alberto Thais 
Alemany, Francisco 
Kimoto, Ai 
Taylor, Nathan 
Deprez, Bruno 
De Andrés, Marisa 
García, Jesús 
 
ICCAT INTERPRETERS 
Baena Jiménez, Eva J. 
Gelb Cohen, Beth 
Godfrey, Claire 
Liberas, Christine 
Linaae, Cristina 
Pinzon, Aurélie 
 
 

 


