[bookmark: _Hlk107908354][bookmark: _Hlk107908355][bookmark: _Hlk107908359][bookmark: _Hlk107908360][bookmark: _Hlk107908361][bookmark: _Hlk107908362]PA4_813/2025
12/11/2025 12:28

Cover sheet to accompany new proposals

(submitted by the European Union)


Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Resolution by ICCAT on operational management objectives for Atlantic blue shark

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues:


1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs? 		Yes ¨	No x

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s):

2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS? 	 Yesx     No ¨

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan 	Yes ¨	No x

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):

The adoption of management objectives for blue shark will provide guidance to the SCRS in its current work with regards the development of the MSE for both stocks (North and South Atlantic). Defining objectives will allow to streamline the work of the SCRS and provide guidance to the SCRS on specific performance indicators for the developments of management procedures. 

3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?  Yes ¨ No x

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat? 

Yes ¨	No x

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

No implementation required by CPCs. The interim operational management objectives will be forwarded to the SCRS for review and evaluation through the MSE process as soon as adopted. The resolution would enter into force as of 2026.

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

The adoption of management objectives for blue shark will enable ICCAT and the SCRS to follow the MSE roadmap agreed in 2024. While the work on the blue shark MSE will be carried out at the same time as the other tasks pertinent to the Sharks Species Group, the adoption of management objectives will allow the SCRS to discard management procedures which do not reach the objectives. 






Original: English

Explanatory note on the Draft Resolution by ICCAT on operational management objectives for Atlantic blue shark

(submitted by European Union)

This initiative follows the commitments in ICCAT Recommendations 23-10 and 23-11, which called for the development of Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) frameworks for both stocks. The proposal sets operational management objectives for the North and South Atlantic blue shark to guide SCRS work on MSE development as agreed in by the Commission in 2024.

The objectives ensure at least a 60% probability that stocks remain in the green quadrant over 30 years and limit the risk of falling below 0.4 BMSY to 15% or less. This precautionary level is consistent with previous decisions by the Commission on other stocks while giving consideration to the specificities of blue shark compared to tuna and swordfish species. The proposal also includes a ±15% stability rule for TAC changes between management periods. Adoption in 2025 will allow the SCRS to start MSE work in 2026. While the proposal sets a deadline for adoption of a management procedure b 2029, the objectives allow for flexibility and a faster track, depending on the availability of SCRS resources. 

Original: English

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _Hlk151365298]Draft Resolution by ICCAT on operational management objectives for Atlantic blue shark

(submitted by the European Union)

SEEKING to advance the development of management procedures, as agreed by the Commission pursuant to the Recommendation by ICCAT on the development of Harvest Control Rules and of Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) (Rec. 15-07); 

RECOGNIZING that Atlantic blue shark (Prionace glauca) is caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT;

RECALLING the current management of the two Atlantic blue shark stocks through established catch limits as set out in Recommendation by ICCAT to replace Recommendation 19-07 on management measures for the conservation of North Atlantic blue shark caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 23-10) and Recommendation by ICCAT to replace Recommendation 19-08 on management measures for the conservation of South Atlantic blue shark caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 23-11). 

NOTING the intention by the Commission, expressed in Rec. 23-10 and 23-11, to develop an MSE framework for the management of the two stocks of Atlantic blue shark. 

CONSIDERING that the SCRS, at its 2025 meeting, concluded that the development of an MSE for blue shark was feasible. 

FURTHER CONSIDERING that the Commission, at its 24th Special Meeting, agreed on a preliminary roadmap for the development of an MSE for Atlantic blue shark:


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT:

1. Management objectives should be established for Atlantic blue shark consistent with the objective of the Convention of maintaining populations at or above levels that will support maximum sustainable catch (usually referred to as MSY). 

2. When assessing stock status and providing management recommendations to the Commission, the SCRS shall consider the interim limit reference point (LRP) of 0.4*BMSY or any more robust LRP established through further analysis for North and South Atlantic blue shark stocks. 

3. The following interim operational management objectives should be considered for the purpose of developing, testing and refining candidate management procedures: 

a. Stock Status: Blue shark stocks should each have at least a 60% probability of occurring in the green quadrant of the Kobe phase plot (no overfishing occurring and not overfished) during the 30-year projection period (as determined by the SCRS); 

b. Safety: Blue shark stocks should each have a 15% or less probability of falling below the interim limit reference point at any point during the 30-year projection period; 

c. Yield: Overall catch levels should be maximized to the extent possible in the short (e.g., 1-3 years), medium (e.g., 4-10 years), and long (e.g., 11-30 years) terms; 

d. Stability: Any change in TAC between consecutive management periods should be minimized, and in no case exceed a 15% increase or decrease. 

4. These interim operational management objectives will be put to the SCRS for review and evaluation through the MSE process. 

5. Panel 4 shall provide its recommendations to confirm or amend the management objectives for both stocks of Atlantic blue shark, considering SCRS input, to the Commission for consideration as part of the selection of a management procedure at its 2027 Annual Meeting or as soon as possible thereafter. 

6. This Resolution will be repealed upon adoption of management procedures for Atlantic blue shark by the Commission.
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