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Cover sheet to accompany new proposals
	
(submitted by the United Kingdom, Brazil and Morocco) 


Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on basking shark and great white shark caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues:  N/A

1.	Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes  ☐	         No  ☒


2.	Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes  ☐	No  ☒

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes  ☐	     No  ☒


3.	Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes  ☐       No  ☒


4.	Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes  ☐       No  ☒


5.	What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

Uniform implementation for all CPCs with default entry into force date. 


6.	Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

No.





Original: English

Explanatory note on proposed Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on 
basking sharks and great white sharks caught in association with ICCAT fisheries

(submitted by the United Kingdom, Brazil and Morocco) 

The 2025 Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch recommended that precautionary management measures be considered by the Commission for both basking sharks (Cetorhinus maximus) and white sharks (Carcharodon carcharias). This proposed Recommendation would introduce a prohibition on the retention of basking sharks and white sharks caught in association with ICCAT fisheries, and a requirement to report interactions with these species in line with ICCAT data reporting requirements.   

The proposal seeks to address a gap in the Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) coverage, noting that these are the only two shark species regulated by ICCAT which are listed on                   Appendix I of the United Nations Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) but not currently subject to ICCAT retention prohibitions.  

The proposed prohibition on retention in ICCAT fisheries would bring ICCAT in line with the CMS and is intended to strengthen the conservation of these species, noting that basking shark is considered endangered and great white shark is considered vulnerable by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and both are listed on Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).  
 
 


















Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on basking shark and great white shark caught 
in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT

(submitted by the United Kingdom, Brazil and Morocco) 

NOTING that Article 5 of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA) requires flag States of fishing vessels harvesting highly migratory species to minimise impacts on bycatch species, protect marine biodiversity and collect relevant data for the development of appropriate science-based conservation and management measures for ensuring the protection of such species;

CONSIDERING that basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) and great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) are caught in association with ICCAT fisheries;

NOTING that basking shark and great white shark exhibit slow growth rates and very low fecundity, and that population growth rates are very low, making them extremely vulnerable to overfishing;

CONSIDERING that basking shark and great white shark are listed in Appendices I and II of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS); 

FURTHER CONSIDERING that CMS Parties “that are Range States of a migratory species listed in Appendix I shall prohibit the taking of animals belonging to such species”, and that several fleets operating in the ICCAT Convention area already implement measures to protect basking shark and great white shark;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the SCRS has previously advised that “Precautionary management measures should be considered for stocks where there is the greatest biological vulnerability and conservation concern, and for which there are very few data”, which could reasonably apply to basking shark and great white shark;

NOTING the strength of scientific evidence presented to the Shark Group and the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch which demonstrated that basking shark and great white shark exhibit life history traits including low productivity and slow growth making them vulnerable to overfishing;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch “recommends considering both basking shark and great white shark as species of greatest biological vulnerability and that precautionary management measures for their conservation should be considered by the Commission”, and that the Shark Species Group “recommended considering both basking shark and great white shark as species of greatest biological vulnerability and that precautionary management measures for their conservation should be considered by the Commission. Specifically, measures similar to those adopted for mobulid rays (Recommendation by ICCAT replacing Rec. 23-14 on mobulid rays (family Mobulidae) caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 24-12)) and whale sharks (Recommendation by ICCAT for the conservation of whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 23-12)) should be considered”.  


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECCOMENDS THAT:

1. Contracting Parties, and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (hereafter referred to as CPCs) shall prohibit retaining onboard, transhipment, landing or storing any part or whole carcass of basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) and great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) taken in the Convention area in association with ICCAT fisheries. 

2. CPCs shall require vessels flying their Flag to promptly release unharmed, to the extent practicable, basking shark and great white shark as soon as they are seen in the net, on the hook or at the vessel, in a manner that will result in the least possible harm to the individual, while taking into consideration the safety of the crew and vessel.




3. Consistent with the requirements of Recommendation by ICCAT to establish minimum standards for fishing vessel scientific observer programmes (Rec. 16-14), CPCs shall record through their domestic observer programmes the number of discards and releases of basking shark and great white shark caught in ICCAT fisheries and, where possible, an indication of status (dead or alive). These data shall be reported to ICCAT. 

4. The retention of any biological material from basking shark or great white shark by scientific observers should be in line with Recommendation 13-10 and other appropriate national requirements.

5. As appropriate, the Commission and its CPCs should, individually and collectively, engage in capacity building efforts and other cooperative activities to support the effective implementation of this Recommendation, including entering cooperative arrangements with other appropriate international bodies. 

6. In regard to great white shark, paragraphs 1 to 3 shall not apply to fishing vessels operating exclusively north of 55° N and east of 10° W, i.e. outside the core geographic range of great white shark in the Atlantic Ocean. 
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