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Cover sheet to accompany new proposals
(submitted by the United Kingdom)

Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to amend Recommendation 07-07 and Supplemental Recommendation 11-09 on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries
Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries (Rec. 07‑07), Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries (Rec. 11-09)
1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ¨

No x
Brief description of new reporting obligation(s):
2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ¨

No x
Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yesx
 No ¨
Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):
3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ¨      No x
4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  
Yes ¨      No x
Brief description of new Secretariat work required:

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

Uniform implementation for all CPCs with default entry into force date.  
6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

No.

Original: English

Explanatory note on Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to amend Recommendation 07-07 and Supplemental Recommendation 11-09 on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries
(submitted by the United Kingdom)
Hook shielding devices have been recognised by the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP) and by tuna RFMOs including the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) as an effective and accepted method for mitigating seabird bycatch. 

At its 2025 meeting, the SCRS Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch recommended that hook shielding devices should be considered as an alternate, standalone measure to the currently accepted measures under ICCAT.  

Accordingly, this proposal introduces hook shielding devices as an optional, alternative mitigation measure to those specified in the existing ICCAT seabird Recommendations: Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries (Rec. 07-07), and Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries (Rec. 11‑09).  
This proposal also aims to provide clarity and strategic direction to the SCRS in undertaking its ongoing review of ICCAT’s existing seabird bycatch mitigation measures, which is scheduled for completion by 2027. Specific areas requiring further scientific input have been identified, which will provide a structured and informed approach for the SCRS.  
Technical specifications for hook shielding devices have been incorporated, based on ACAP’s best practice specifications. 

Original: English

Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to amend Recommendation 07-07 and Supplemental Recommendation 11-09 on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries
(submitted by the United Kingdom)
RECALLING the Recommendations by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries (Recs. 07-07, 11-09);

RECOGNISING the need to strengthen mechanisms to protect endangered seabirds in the Atlantic Ocean;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) International Plan of Action for reducing the incidental catch of seabirds in longline fisheries (IPOA-Seabirds); 

RECOGNISING the concern that some species of seabirds, notably some albatrosses and petrels, are threatened with global extinction;

NOTING that the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels has entered into force and provides internationally recognised best practice advice for seabird bycatch mitigation;

CONSCIOUS that the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) is engaged in a review of the existing seabird bycatch mitigation measures and will advise on updates in its 2027 meeting, as necessary;

ALSO NOTING that the SCRS Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch recommended that hook shielding devices are an accepted means of bycatch mitigation in other tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs), and that they should be considered an alternate standalone measure;  

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. As an alternative to the mitigation measures listed in paragraph 4 of Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries (Rec. 07-07), and paragraph 3 of Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in ICCAT longline fisheries (Rec. 11-09), CPCs can use hook shielding devices that conform with the minimum technical specifications set out in Table 1, as a standalone measure.

2. In concluding its ongoing review of the existing ICCAT seabird bycatch mitigation measures the SCRS shall, by 2027 at the latest, make recommendations to the Commission on:  
· Recommended seabird bycatch mitigation measures; 
· Technical specifications for those mitigation measures, reflecting international best practice, as appropriate and including, but not limited to, specifications for hook shielding devices and branch line weighting; 
· The relative conservation benefits of applying recommended mitigation measures i) alone or ii) in combination; 
· The conservation benefits of applying those measures uniformly within the ICCAT Convention area south of 20 degrees South latitude.

Table 1. Additional mitigation measure that complies with the following minimum technical standards, based on the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatross and Petrels Best Practice Advice.
	Hook shielding devices  
	Hook-Shielding devices, listed by the Parties to the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatross and Petrels as Best Practice Advice, that encase the point and barb of baited hooks to prevent seabird bycatch during setting shall be used.  
 
	(a) the device shields the hook until a prescribed depth of 10 m or immersion time of 10 minutes is reached; 

(b) the device meets current recommended minimum standards for branch line weighting and sinks at a minimum rate of 0.5m/s. Examples of recommended line weighting specifications include the following, but vessel operators have flexibility to set alternative configurations that also meet the target sink rate as best suits their operations: 

(i) 40 g or greater attached within 0.5 m of the hook;  

(ii) 60 g or greater attached within 1 m of the hook;  

(iii) 80 g or greater attached within 2 m of the hook. 

Three approved devices meeting the ACAP specifications that operators can consider: 

1. ‘Hookpod-LED’ – 68 g minimum weight that is positioned at the hook, encapsulating the barb and point of the hook during setting, and remains attached until it reaches 10 m in depth, when the hook is released. 

2. ‘Hookpod-mini’ – 48 g minimum weight that is positioned at the hook, encapsulating the barb and point of the hook during setting, and remains attached until it reaches 10 m in depth, when the hook is released. 

3. ‘Smart tuna hook’ – 40 g minimum weight that is positioned at the hook, encapsulating the barb and point of the hook during setting, and remains attached for a minimum period of 10 minutes after setting, when the hook is released.
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