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Statement by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela regarding concerns about landing limits for blue marlin and white marlin/spearfish
Ministry of People’s Power for Fisheries and Aquaculture
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela extends its greetings to the distinguished delegates and representatives of the ICCAT Contracting Parties and to the Secretariat, thanking them in advance for their extraordinary efforts throughout the year and their dedication to the preparation of this meeting.
We address you with a fundamental concern regarding the treatment of overharvest of white marlin, in particular the application of Recommendation 19-05, paragraph 3b, which establishes that any excess of landing limits in a given year shall be deducted from the respective limits in or before the adjustment year, with an additional reduction of at least 125% of the excess catch if the prescribed landing limits are exceeded for two consecutive years. While we recognise and support the Commission's conservation objectives, it is imperative that the measures adopted are equitable and realistic, and do not impose disproportionate burdens on developing countries whose economies and food security are directly dependent on fishing.
Over the past two years, our fleets have exceeded the catch limits for white marlin and blue marlin. This situation, far from being a deliberate act, is an inevitable consequence of the distribution of stocks in our national waters, where white marlin and blue marlin coexist with other target species, which are caught incidentally. However, it is important to note that, in the face of scenarios associated with excess harvest, the implementation of discards in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is governed by a legal rule that encourages their use for social purposes in programmes aimed at the protection of vulnerable sectors.
The current provisions of Recommendation 19-05 do not offer a realistic mechanism for mitigating the effects or rewarding efforts made to limit annual catches. The application of a cumulative and perpetual deduction from adjusted landing limits makes it impossible to implement any viable recovery plan within a reasonable time frame, which is detrimental, creating uncertainty in the planning of our fishing operations and a direct threat to food security which requires attention.
In conclusion, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela urges the Commission to reassess the provisions of Recommendation 19-05 and the penalty methodology, calling for collaboration and dialogue to find a solution that preserves the stocks of these species, as well as the socio-economic integrity of our nations. We reiterate our sincere commitment to directing and concentrating our efforts on improving management measures and continuing to provide data which have enabled the construction of robust data series that are crucial for stock assessment.
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