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Cover sheet to accompany new proposals

(submitted by Barbados and Trinidad & Tobago)

Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation Recommendation by ICCAT amend Recommendation 19-05 to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish to provide special considerations for Caribbean small island developing states (SIDS)

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish (Rec. 19-05)


1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ¨	No x

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s): 


2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ¨	 No x

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes x	No ¨

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant): 


3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ¨      No x


4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes ¨      No x

Brief description of new Secretariat work required:


5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:


6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

















Original: English

Draft Recommendation Recommendation by ICCAT amend Recommendation 19-05 to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish to provide special considerations for Caribbean small island developing states (SIDS)
(submitted by Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago)

RECALLING the statement made by Barbados, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago at the 28th Regular Meeting of the Commission advocating for special considerations for Caribbean Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to promote food security and support development opportunities in large pelagic fisheries;
RECALLING the 2000 blue marlin stock assessment which found that the blue marlin stock was overfished (below BMSY) with overfishing occurring (mortality above FMSY), and although estimates particularly for white marlin were uncertain, it was concluded that neither the blue or white marlin stocks were likely to recover if the contemporaneous levels of fishing mortality were continued into the future, occasioned ICCAT to implement a two phase program be undertaken to rebuild blue and white marlin populations to levels sufficient to support MSY;
NOTING that the 2024 stock assessment for blue marlin concluded that the stock while still overfished was not subject to overfishing, and similarly that the 2025 stock assessment for white marlin concluded that the stock is overfished but not undergoing overfishing, while recognizing that species misidentification of roundscale spearfish introduces uncertainty into the assessment results;
CONSIDERING Recommendation by ICCAT to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish (Rec. 19-05), which established annual landing limits of 1,670 t for blue marlin and 355 t for white marlin/roundscale spearfish, together with provisions for payback of excess landings and application of a 125% compounded penalty;
RECOGNIZING that marlins support important local recreational, artisanal and commercial fisheries, contributing significantly to food security, and sustaining livelihoods and cultural practices in Caribbean SIDS;
AWARE that in many cases marlins are caught in marlin-rich waters often opportunistically as these are multi-gear fisheries and cannot be discarded because of their economic and food security value, even though they are not the main target species;
MINDFUL of Article 24 of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), which requires that the Commission take into account the special requirements of developing States, and in particular SIDS, in the adoption of conservation and management measures, inter alia the need to ensure that management measures do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a disproportionate burden of conservation action onto developing States;
COGNIZANT that other RFMOs such as the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) have comprehensively adopted conservation and management measures reflective of transitioning to a more equitable allocation framework per Article 30(2) of the Convention that “requires the Commission to take into account the special requirements of developing States, in particular SIDS and Territories. This includes ensuring that conservation and management measures adopted do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a disproportionate burden of conservation action onto developing States Parties, and Territories;
RECOGNIZING that the proposed amendments to the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) references the requirement to “give full recognition to the special requirements of developing Members of the Commission, including the need for their capacity building in accordance with international law, to implement their obligations under this Convention and to develop their fisheries”; 
NOTING however that there is a need to give specific attention to the management of the burden of conservation action through application of equitable provisions in ICCAT Recommendations;
RECALLING the Resolution by ICCAT on criteria for the allocation of fishing possibilities (Res. 15-13), that applies to catch allocations for all stocks under the purview of ICCAT, specifically allocation criteria 11 that refers to “The socio-economic contribution of the fisheries for stocks regulated by ICCAT to the developing States, especially small island developing States and developing territories from the region”;
FIRMLY CONVINCED therefore that under these circumstances developing coastal States in particular SIDs should be afforded greater latitude in the construct of management recommendations to establish an equitable rather than a strictly equal compliance burden; 
CONCERNED that in this context the current provisions of the Rec. 19-05 relating to overage penalties and compounded reductions do not provide a realistic mechanism for stock recovery, result in inequitable, disproportionate and prejudicial impacts on Caribbean SID CPCs whose communities are heavily dependent on these resources for food security and livelihoods. In addition, it does not facilitate effective compliance cooperation by affected Caribbean SID CPCs;
CONCLUDING that special considerations for SIDS are urgently needed to support food security, protect culture and heritage and provide development opportunities, as such, overage penalties should be repealed to establish an equitable compliance burden to ensure that management measures are tailored to the context of developing states.

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. Blue or white marlin/round scale spearfish that are caught by Caribbean SID CPCs for local consumption are retroactively and henceforth exempted from the measures established in Rec. 19-05 paragraphs 3 b) and 3 c), provided these Caribbean SID CPCs submit Task 1 and, if possible, Task 2 data according to the reporting procedures established by the SCRS. Caribbean SID CPCs exempted from the prohibition pursuant to this paragraph shall make all efforts to not exceed current allocated annual catch limits or quotas of blue and white marlin/roundscale spearfish by utilizing appropriate local management frameworks and legislation as required. 

2. The Commission shall, in consultation with the SCRS and CPCs, develop and adopt an equitable adjustment mechanism that ensures allocations and payback provisions are consistent with ICCAT Resolution 15-13 and Article 24 of the UNFSA, giving due regard to the special requirements of developing States. This mechanism may include upward adjustments in catch allocations to Caribbean SID CPCs based on the advice of the SCRS and that are in line with the reduced catch limits that these CPCs can realistically achieve, taking into account the necessity for continued access to the fished resources to satisfy the economic and food security imperatives of these CPCs and in so doing avoid the placement of a disproportionate burden of conservation action in accordance with international law.   

3. This Recommendation shall amend and replace the relevant provisions of Rec. 19-05 relating to catch limits, reporting obligations, overage penalties, and payback provisions, while maintaining all other measures not explicitly amended herein.
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