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Cover sheet to accompany new proposals

(submitted by the European Union, Albania, Barbados, Canada, Costa Rica, Honduras, Liberia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, The Philippines, South Africa, United Kingdom and Venezuela)

Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on mandating fins naturally attached to prevent fining


Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT concerning the conservation of sharks caught in association with fisheries managed by ICCAT (Rec. 04-10)


1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ¨	No x 

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s):


1. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ¨	No x 

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes ¨	No x 
 
Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):


1. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ¨      No  x


1. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes ¨      No  x 

Brief description of new Secretariat work required:


1. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

Entry into force 2026. 

1. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:
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Draft Recommendation by ICCAT on mandating fins naturally attached to prevent fining 
(submitted by the European Union, Albania, Barbados, Canada, Costa Rica, Honduras, Liberia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, The Philippines, South Africa, United Kingdom and Venezuela)


CONSCIOUS that the use of fin-to-carcass-weight ratios is not an adequate means of ensuring that sharks are not finned;

AWARE that identifying sharks by species is rarely possible when the fins have been removed from the carcasses;

FURTHER RECALLING that United Nations General Assembly, adopted consensus Resolutions every year from 2007 through 2023 (62/177, 63/112 , 64/72, 65/38, 66/68, 67/79, 68/71, 69/109, 70/75, 71/123, 72/72, 73/125, 74/18, 75/89, 76/71, 77/242, and 78/68), calling upon States to take immediate and concerted action to improve the implementation of and compliance with existing regional fisheries management organization or arrangement and national measures that regulate shark fisheries and incidental catch of sharks, in particular those measures which prohibit or restrict fisheries.


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNA (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

1. CPCs shall prohibit the practice of finning (i.e. means the practice of removing any fin from a shark’s body and discarding its body prior to landing) and shall require that all sharks be landed with their fins naturally attached (fully or partially) through the point of first landing of the shark. 

2. CPCs shall prohibit vessels from retaining on board, transhipping, or landing shark fins harvested in contravention of the aforementioned. 
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