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Request for a quota under a reserve condition for the fishing of blue shark (Prionace glauca) and swordfish (Xiphias gladius) by the Cape Verdean-flagged fleet in the ICCAT Convention Area

(submitted by Cabo Verde)

To the ICCAT Secretariat – Madrid, Spain 

Dear Dr. Amar Ouchelli,
Chairman, Panel 4 
Mindelo, Cabo Verde 04-09-25

Subject: Request for a quota under a reserve condition for the fishing of blue shark (Prionace glauca) and swordfish (Xiphias gladius) by the Cape Verdean-flagged fleet in the ICCAT Convention Area.
First of all, we would like to extend our best regards to Your Excellency. As head of the Cape Verdean Delegation to ICCAT, I am writing this letter requesting a quota under a reserve condition for Cabo Verde to fish for blue shark (Prionace glauca) and swordfish (Xiphias gladius) in the ICCAT Convention area.

Cabo Verde, a country with a strong fishing vocation, has participated and cooperated with ICCAT since its affiliation in 1979. We have a historic commitment to responsible fishing and the sustainability of marine resources.

We would like to inform the Chair of Panel 4 that in recent years we have observed an interest from the national fleet in developing sustainable fishing for these two species. Since 2023, Cabo Verde has been striving to develop a surface longline (SL) fishery, and we currently have a licensed vessel ready to begin this fishery.

Granting a quota, even if it's a reserve, will allow us to operate legally, transparently, and sustainably, contributing to the local economy and ensuring food security.

Finally, we thank you for your attention to this request and look forward to discussing our plans in accordance with ICCAT guidelines and regulations.

We remain available for any clarification you deem necessary on this matter. 

Sincerely,
Carlos Alberto Mendes Monteiro
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National Director of Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Head Delegate of Cabo Verde to ICCAT 
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