[bookmark: _Hlk107908354][bookmark: _Hlk107908355][bookmark: _Hlk107908359][bookmark: _Hlk107908360][bookmark: _Hlk107908361][bookmark: _Hlk107908362]PA2_625/2025
17/11/2025 9:30



Original: English

Request for increasing the bluefin tuna quota allocation of the Syrian Arab Republic
(Submitted by the General Fisheries Corporation, the Syrian Arab Republic)


I. Introduction

The Syrian Arab Republic respectfully submits this justification note to request a reconsideration and increase in its allocated quota of Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) under ICCAT management measures.

This request is based on:

· The substantial improvement in national stability,
· The reconstruction and modernization of fisheries governance,
· Demonstrated commitment to sustainability and compliance, and
· The strong need for national economic recovery after more than a decade of disruption.

This document outlines the technical, institutional, and economic rationale supporting Syria’s request.


II. Historical Constraints Affecting Syria’s Participation in ICCAT

For over a decade, Syria’s ability to engage effectively in ICCAT frameworks was significantly limited due to several factors:

1. Prolonged Internal Conflict

The conflict impaired the operation of key national institutions, including those responsible for fisheries management, monitoring, and data collection. Several administrative structures were disrupted or became non-operational.


2. International Sanctions

Sanctions imposed on Syria created direct obstacles to:

· Acquiring monitoring and tracking equipment,
· Upgrading port inspection capabilities,
· Accessing certain technical services and software,
· Participating consistently in international workshops and training,
· Ensuring fluid international communication and procurement.

This hindered the implementation of core ICCAT requirements.


3. Reduced Institutional Capacity

Staffing constraints, limited financial resources, and logistical challenges resulted in:

· Gaps in data reporting,
· Reduced monitoring presence at sea and in ports,
· Delayed engagement in Panel 2, SCRS, and the Compliance Committee.

These conditions contributed to Syria’s limited ability to utilize its previously allocated bluefin tuna quota.




III. Improved Current Situation in Syria

The situation in Syria has improved considerably, enabling renewed engagement with ICCAT.

1. Greater National Stability

Government institutions have regained operational capacity, allowing for:

· Reorganization of regulatory authorities,
· Restoration of administrative functions,
· Rebuilding monitoring and control structures.


2. Renewed Technical and Diplomatic Participation

Syria has resumed its active involvement in ICCAT meetings and processes.


3. Legislative and Regulatory Modernization

Syria is updating its fisheries legislation to ensure full alignment with ICCAT conservation and management measures, particularly regarding:

· Licensing frameworks,
· Monitoring, control, and enforcement,
· Minimum size regulations, closed seasons, and authorized fishing gears,
· Strengthened sanctions to deter violations.


IV. Commitment to Sustainability and Compliance

Syria fully acknowledges ICCAT’s scientific and conservation objectives and is committed to contributing to the long-term sustainability of Atlantic bluefin tuna.

1. Strengthened Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance

Syria is taking concrete steps to reinforce MCS systems, including,

· Upgrading and expanding VMS coverage,
· Enhancing port inspection procedures,
· Improving electronic and paper-based catch reporting tools,


2. Measures Against IUU Fishing

Syria is strengthening inter-agency coordination to prevent and deter IUU fishing through:

· Updated vessel registries,
· Revised control procedures,
· Targeted enforcement activities.








V. Economic Rationale at the National Level

1. Need for Broader National Economic Recovery

The Syrian economy has endured substantial disruption in past years. Revitalizing the fisheries sector—including expanding access to high-value species such as bluefin tuna—is part of a broader strategy to restore:

· National production capabilities,
· Export potential where permitted,
· Sustainable economic activity within the fisheries value chain,
· Technical and administrative self-sufficiency.

This request aligns with national objectives to rebuild key productive sectors using sustainable, regulated, and internationally compliant frameworks.


2. Fair Participation in a Recovering Sector

Syria’s previous quota allocation was determined during a period when institutional and operational conditions were at their most constrained. Today’s improved conditions justify a reassessment that better reflects Syria’s current ability to engage in regulated fishing and to comply with ICCAT obligations.

VI. Technical Justifications for Increasing Syria’s Quota

1. Improved Implementation Capacity

Syria is working on having:

· More functional monitoring units,
· Strengthened administrative systems,
· Greater operational ability to oversee regulated harvesting,
· Improved reporting capability to meet ICCAT requirements.


2. Low Historical Reference Values

Due to conflict and sanctions, historical catch levels are not an accurate representation of Syria’s true fishing capacity or national development needs. Using those years as the reference point results in a disproportionately low quota that does not reflect the country’s current capacity.


3. Equity and Regional Balance

Revising Syria’s quota would improve fairness among CPCs, reinforce ICCAT’s cooperative mandate, and strengthen Syria’s ability to function as a responsible and compliant member of the organization.

VII. Conclusion

Given the considerable improvement in institutional capacity, the modernization of national legislation, the commitment to sustainability and compliance, and the broader need for national economic recovery, the Syrian Arab Republic respectfully requests:







A reconsideration and increase of its Atlantic bluefin tuna quota allocation.

Syria remains fully prepared to:

· Provide any supporting documentation required,
· Participate in technical consultations,
· Implement all applicable conservation and management measures,
· Engage constructively with all ICCAT bodies.
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