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1. 	Introduction

Namibia wishes to express its appreciation to the Chair of Panel 2 and to the ICCAT Secretariat for the transparent and constructive process undertaken to review the current allocation scheme for bluefin tuna (BFT).


2. 	Current situation

Namibia currently holds a quota of 50 tonnes of bluefin tuna. All Namibian vessels operate outside the traditional fishing grounds for this species. Consequently, bluefin tuna catches could only be reported under two circumstances:

· If a directed fishery were established; or
· If bycatch occurred in fisheries targeting other species, as is the case for several other CPCs.

Since Namibia does not have fisheries that generate bluefin tuna bycatch, and because the current quota is too small to sustain a directed and economically viable operation, the country is effectively prevented from participating actively in this fishery.


3. 	Plan to develop a directed fishery

Namibia has developed a plan to establish a directed bluefin tuna fishery in cooperation with experienced international partners possessing the necessary technical expertise.

The plan includes:

· Acquisition of appropriately equipped vessels;
· Full implementation of Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS), Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS), Electronic Reporting Systems (ERS), and Electronic Bluefin Tuna Catch Document (eBCD) Systems;
· Cooperation with the Standing Committee Research and Statistics (SCRS) for the collection of scientific and biological data; and
· Creation of employment opportunities and strengthening of national capacity.

For these reasons, Namibia requests that its quota be increased to 600 tonnes, a level that would:

· Enable the necessary investment to make the fishery economically viable;
· Provide a reasonable minimum quota per vessel;
· Facilitate effective transfer of technical know-how; and
· Lay the foundation for developing similar fisheries in the southern hemisphere.


4. 	Strategic Importance for a Developing coastal State

The fisheries sector is a cornerstone of Namibia’s national economy and sustainable development. Developing an alternative fishery to those already under heavy pressure is essential for diversification and long-term sustainability.

A quota of 600 tonnes would allow Namibia to:
· Create employment and generate added value nationally;
· Strengthen its scientific and technical contribution to regional tuna management; and
· Promote greater participation of African States in international fisheries governance.
Although Namibia has utilised its current quota, it has been obliged to transfer it to third parties, as 50 tonnes do not allow for a viable fishing operation.

Without an adequate quota, Namibia cannot fish; 
Without fishing, it cannot demonstrate utilisation; 
And without demonstrating utilisation, it cannot request an increase.

This approach perpetuates inequality and effectively excludes developing countries from participating in the bluefin tuna fishery.

Furthermore, the current “Developing CPC” criterion creates inequities: CPCs with allocations above 1,000 tonnes receive 40 tonnes, while those below 1,000 tonnes receive only 20 tonnes. A total of 280 tonnes is distributed under this criterion, yet fairness would require that these 280 tonnes be shared more equitably among developing CPCs with minimal allocations (“Small Holders”). This criterion should therefore be applied uniformly, reflecting both development status and actual fishing capacity.


5.	Use of the 1,000 tonne reserve

The current allocation scheme provides for a 1,000 tonne reserve. Namibia proposes that part of this reserve be assigned to developing CPCs with minimal allocations that present verified plans for developing directed fisheries.

Assigning 600 tonnes from this reserve to Namibia would enable the country to launch a responsible, traceable fishery fully aligned with ICCAT’s conservation and management objectives.


6. 	Consistency with ICCAT principles and international law

Namibia’s proposal is consistent with:

· Article 11 of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), which recognises the right of coastal States to equitable access to shared resources; and
· Resolution by ICCAT on criteria for the allocation of fishing possibilities (Res. 15-13), which promotes fair and effective participation of developing coastal States in tuna fisheries.

Granting Namibia, a quota that enables real participation would strengthen equity, inclusiveness, and the credibility of ICCAT’s allocation process while maintaining the sustainability of the stock.


7.	Commitment to Sustainability and Compliance

Namibia reaffirms its full commitment to all ICCAT conservation and control measures, including:

· Electronic traceability,
· VMS monitoring,
· Timely reporting, and
· Compliance with inspection and observer requirements.


8.	Conclusion

Namibia respectfully requests that its quota of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna be increased to 600 tonnes. This level represents the minimum necessary to establish a viable, sustainable, and fully controlled directed fishery.

The continued application of the “utilisation ratio” penalises developing countries and prevents their effective participation in the management of this resource.

Granting this quota to Namibia would contribute to a fairer distribution of fishing opportunities, strengthen sustainability, and enhance the legitimacy of ICCAT’s decision-making process.
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