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Statement to Panel 2 by the Islamic Republic of Mauritania


The Islamic Republic of Mauritania has submitted the following request to ICCAT’s Panel 2: 

The Islamic Republic of Mauritania has been a member of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) for more than 18 years and faithfully complies with all of its Recommendations and Resolutions. It has also always complied with the conservation and management measures adopted by ICCAT, participated diligently in all annual as well as scientific meetings, and paid its financial contributions regularly.  

When the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna stock was in difficulty, Mauritania refrained from claiming a quota and did not venture into this fishery.
 
In recent years, the Scientific Committee (SCRS) has demonstrated that the bluefin tuna stock in the area referred to above has recovered and proposes a significant increase in its TAC.

In view of this, Mauritania has decided to promote bluefin tuna fishing and develop a fleet targeting bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic.

During the 2023 and 2024 fishing seasons, it attempted to deploy two purse seiners without success, as ICCAT did not grant it a tuna quota.

In order to support its efforts to promote employment and develop the tuna fishery, Mauritania now requests a minimum quota of 100 t for the 2026 bluefin tuna fishing season.
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