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Report on the implementation of the pilot project for bluefin tuna farming in the Cantabrian Sea
(submitted by the European Union)

Fishing phase

The fishing campaign was scheduled to start on 1 July 2025. For this purpose, a fishing vessel (Kantauri), an auxiliary vessel (Ansia) and a tug (Gonzalo S) with a single transport cage were deployed.

During the first nine days, several schools of tuna were detected, and specimens were caught from two of these, but all of them were very close to or below the authorised average weight (30 kg).

In fact, the following size distribution (sizes taken with stereoscopic camera for the fishing gear and analysed with an artificial intelligence program) was observed in a set made and released (without transfer).



The detailed analysis showed that 7% of the individuals were below the minimum size (115 cm). The average size obtained was 128 cm. The master of the fishing vessel estimated that the other schools observed up to 9 July had a size distribution very close to that of the catch released.

Finally, on 9 July, following an unsuccessful set, it carried out a set on a school which was eventually transferred.

The size distribution observed on transfer to the transport cage, analysed with an artificial intelligence program, is shown below:



The most detailed analysis showed that 0% of the individuals were below the minimum size (115 cm). The average size obtained was 162.1 cm (measured using an AI tool).


Conclusions of the fishing campaign

According to indications from the fishing vessels in the area, in June there was an increase in the presence of bigger bluefin tuna in the area. We therefore consider it reasonable to consider starting future fishing campaigns (initially as part of the pilot project) from 26 May, in order to verify this information.

However, it should be noted that the fishing fleet prefers to dedicate its efforts to catching larger fish, given its greater commercial value. The proposed measures aim to ensure the operability of the fishing activity, in the event that these schools of larger fish are not accessible for reasons beyond the fishers’ control.


Fattening stage

On 11 July 2025, following the relevant authorisations, the transport cage of the individuals entered the farm. 

The verification carried out by the inspectors indicated that the average weight of the individuals was 85.2 kg (in compliance with ICCAT Rec. 24-05).

As an excessive number of specimens – 231 examples – were observed (higher than the quantity foreseen, and the farm capacity), the authorities ordered the release of the surplus specimens (123 specimens).

Upon release (16 July 2025), since it was not possible to release any quantity less than that contained in the order and given that the door could not be closed immediately, 143 specimens were released.

The feeding process was smooth. However, due to adverse weather conditions, for several weeks in late August and early September, the auxiliary vessels could not sail, which prevented feeding several days a week.


Evaluation of the operation of submersible cages

From July to October 2025, there were no severe storms that required the nursery cage containing the live bluefin tuna to be immersed.

It should be informed there were strong storms for several weeks, with wave heights of more than 3 metres. However, as expected, these storms had no impact on the facilities or on the live bluefin tuna individuals.

In October, tests and checks were carried out for immersion and refloating of the cage to verify its proper functioning. The results have been satisfactory, although some need for improvement of the compressor (to ensure its proper functioning in the event of a major wave) has been identified.


Evaluation of growth and fattening

On 2 and 3 October, all the individuals in the cage were removed (65 individuals weighing 118.8 kg on average).


The individual sizes (FL) of the harvested specimens are listed in Appendix 1.

5 specimens died from natural causes during the initial weeks of the feeding period.

The total quantity of food supplied was 25,392 kg, resulting in a ratio of 390 kg per individual of the total biomass extracted. These feeding ratios are consistent with the size of the individuals, the feeding period, the water temperature and the high level of fat obtained on harvest.

The individuals presented levels of fat on harvest identical to those fattened in the Mediterranean and harvested on the same dates, even though in the Mediterranean they had a further one-month feeding period.


Applicability and adequacy of monitoring and control measures

It has been noted that it was fully possible to apply the monitoring and control measures in force in this fishery to the activity carried out under the project.

It has been noted that the fishing period needs to be longer and later than in the Mediterranean, so that medium to large-sized individuals can be caught in a fishing area where the aggregation and availability of individuals have been seen to be more erratic and inconsistent.

Notwithstanding, it is considered appropriate to highlight the existing duplications (information provided in different documents) as well as the existence of redundant controls and costly and inefficient control measures that have an impact on the efficiency of the administration’s control activities and the efficiency of the operator’s operability.


Analysis of the suitability of the ICCAT provisions for this activity

It is noted that the ICCAT provisions are fully applicable to this activity, without prejudice to the possibility of evaluating improvements in terms of operability and efficiency, applicable to bluefin tuna fishing and fattening activity throughout the ICCAT area.


Appendix 1
Sizes (FL – cm) of harvested specimens
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