PA2_615/2025
15/11/2025 15:43
Original: English

Report from the Norwegian pilot project for short-term live storage of bluefin tuna in 2025
(submitted by Norway)


Reference is made to Resolution by ICCAT on a pilot project for the short-term live storage of bluefin tuna (Res. 22-07), Article 8. According to Article 8, CPCs participating in the pilot project shall report to the Commission on the implementation of the project by 1 October every year until the final report is submitted for assessment.

The successful capture, transfer, and storage of live bluefin tuna in 2023 demonstrated that short-term live storage could be feasible in Norwegian waters. In 2024, researchers made significant progress in developing the necessary mechanisms and methods for the project. This included development and refinement in the areas of fish identification and catch control, fish capture, fish transfer, fish welfare and quality, and live storage, as described in the “Report from the Norwegian pilot project for short-term live storage of bluefin tuna in 2024” (PA2_604/2024). The project was postponed by one year to allow sufficient testing of key methods.

In 2025, the pilot project was conducted from 18 to 30 October, but no live bluefin tuna were successfully captured, transferred, or stored. Nevertheless, the trial provided essential operational experience and led to significant improvements in all key components required for future live storage under Norwegian conditions. The purse seine was modified to enhance suitability and regulatory compliance, and remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) were used to detect tuna and document operations, as divers were not permitted. The transfer channel was redesigned with improved visibility and control mechanisms in line with ICCAT standards. The project also finalized development of a lupara device adapted to Norwegian conditions and secured the necessary licenses to test humane slaughter methods that ensure both meat quality and fish welfare.
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