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Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft allocation scheme for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean 
 
Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 22-08 establishing a Multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 24-05)
 
 
1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ☐		No ☒
 
Brief description of new reporting obligation(s): 
 
 
2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ☐		No ☒
 
Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes ☐		No ☐
 
Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant): 
 
 
3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ☐    No ☒
 
 
4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  
 
Yes ☐	No ☒
 
Brief description of new Secretariat work required: 
 
 
5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:
 

 
6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:



Explanatory note on a 
Draft allocation scheme for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
(submitted by the European Union)

1. 	The SCRS has advised that the application of the adopted Management Procedure (MP) results in an increase of the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for eastern bluefin tuna (BFT) with 19,32% to 48.403 tonnes.

2. 	BFT allocation has been agreed in the Recommendation by ICCAT amending the recommendation 13-07 by ICCAT to establish a multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean (Rec. 14-04). In subsequent years, however, substantial flexibility has been shown by certain Contracting Parties (CPCs), in particular the European Union (EU), to accommodate various CPC requests.

3. 	Throughout these exercises, the allocation criteria as set out in the Resolution by ICCAT on criteria for the allocation of fishing possibilities (Res. 15-13) have been discussed at length in ICCAT, are reflected in the outcomes of these discussions and have been duly taken into account in the current BFT allocation. 

4. 	The EU notes that, in spite of legitimate aspirations and for a variety of reasons, not all CPCs are able to make use of their allocation. The EU therefore proposes that those CPCs which are substantially underutilising their current allocation (uptake below 50%), should maintain their current allocation in tonnage for the next three-year cycle. In cases of substantial underutilisation, there is significant scope for those CPCs to still develop their fisheries further within the current allocation.

5.	Those CPCs with a high allocation uptake, should receive a proportionate allocation increase of their quota of 19,32 %, in line with the increase of the TAC.

[bookmark: _Hlk213661428]6.	For Algeria, a top-up is granted to bring its quota to 5%, as set out in Rec. 14-04.

7.	For the United Kingdom, a high uptake scenario is assumed based on the 87% uptake within their commercial fisheries trial scheme. Furthermore, a top-up is granted to bring its allocation in line with comparable coastal states. 

8.	A small reserve marked as ‘to be allocated’ is available to CPCs should the Panel 2 Chair’s consultations with CPCs identify clear needs for this. 
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