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[bookmark: _Hlk211513057]Revised draft template for the capacity table of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna fishing, farming, inspection, and capacity management plans

(prepared by the Secretariat, after consultation with Panel 2 members)

At the Panel 2 Intersessional Meeting held in Madrid from 4 to 6 March 2025, the Secretariat proposed the development of a new template for the capacity table of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishing, farming, inspection, and capacity management plans. The revised template would include an additional row for a new figure: the available quota. As a result, the table would comprise the initial quota, the adjusted quota, and the available quota. To assist with its completion and ensure clarity, the template would also include explanatory notes defining each of these concepts.

Following ICCAT Circulars #03722/2025 and #04419/2025, the Secretariat received comments from the European Union on the draft template for the capacity table within the established deadline. The proposed changes, along with the explanatory comments provided by the European Union, have been incorporated into the revised draft template, which is available as Table 1 of this document.
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Table 1. Draft template for the capacity table of eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishing, farming, inspection, and capacity management plans.
	Tuna vessel type
	
	Ref years
	Number of vessels
	
	Ref years
	Fishing capacity

	Type
	Best catch rates 
defined by the SCRS 
in 20091 (t)
	2006
	2008
	2018
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	
	2006
	2008
	2018
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026

	Purse seiner over 40m
	70.66
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Purse seiner between 24 and 40m
	49.78
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Purse seiner less than 24m
	33.68
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Purse seine total fleet2
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Longliner over 40m
	25
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Longliner between 24 and 40m
	5.68
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Longliner less than 24m
	5
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Total longline fleet
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Baitboat3
	19.75
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Handline
	5
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Trawler
	10
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Trap
	130
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Small coastal vessels4 
	N/A
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Other (please specify)
	5
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Total fleet/fishing capacity*
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Initial Quota5 *
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Adjusted Quota (if applicable)6 * 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage allocated to bycatch
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Allocation to bycatch*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scientific research quota
(if applicable)*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Allowance for sports/recreational
(if applicable)*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Available quota7 *
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under/ overcapacity8 *
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	


1 Anon. 2010. – Report for Biennial Period, 2008-09. Part II. Vol. 2.
2 Ref year 2018. Paras 16-18 of Rec. 24-05.
3 Ref year 2006. Para 1 of Annex 1 of Rec. 24-05.
4 Ref year 2008. Para 1 of Annex 1 of Rec. 24-05.
5 “Initial quota” refers to the quota allocated to a CPC under the relevant Recommendation. 
6 “Adjusted quota” is calculated as the “Initial quota” plus or minus any transfers the CPC receives or makes, plus any carryover from the previous year, minus any potential overharvest [AQ = IQ ± Transfers + Carryover - Overharvest].
7 “Available quota” is calculated as the “Adjusted quota” minus any allocations for bycatch, scientific research, and allowances for sport and recreational fisheries [AvQ = AQ – (bycatch + scientific research + sport/recreational fisheries allowances)].
8 “Under/overcapacity” is calculated by subtracting the “Available quota” from the “Total fleet/fishing capacity”. If the calculated figure is greater than 0, it indicates overcapacity. If the figure is less than 0, it indicates undercapacity and should be expressed with a minus sign (-) [UC/OC = Total fleet/fishing capacity – AvQ]. For example, if the capacity is 1,000 and the available quota is 1,050, write “-50” in “Under/overcapacity”. 
* Expressed in tons. 
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EU comments on the proposed changes

After a thorough analysis of the SCRS 2009 table that underpins the catch rate figures included in the capacity table of the fishing plan, we verified that only two fleet segments are shown in that table with rounded figures - from two to one decimal place. These are the purse seiners and baitboats.

Therefore, by confirming this fact in good time - and given that the table is currently undergoing a revamp and fine-tuning at this stage - it is our belief that this is an opportunity to harmonize the approach to the catch rates. Thus, the figures reflected in the capacity table should either exactly match those in the SCRS 2009 table or be uniformly rounded to one decimal place.

