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SCRS Response on Exemption of presentation of Shark Check Sheet
(submitted by the SCRS)

Background: Rec. 18-06, para 3. CPCs may be exempt from the submission of the Check Sheet when vessels flying their flag are not likely to catch any sharks species covered by the abovementioned Recommendations in paragraph 1, on the condition that the concerned CPCs obtained a confirmation by the Shark Species Group through necessary data submitted by CPCs for this purpose.

Following Rec. 18-06 para 3, the Commission has requested the SCRS to develop a procedure for CPC to request exemption of submission of the Shark Check Sheet. After discussion, the following procedure was proposed by the Committee:
1. Submission in year Y of a request for exemption from presentation of the Shark Check Sheet in year Y+1.

a) The initial request in year Y must be submitted to the Secretariat to be reviewed by the SCRS by the same deadline as the Shark Check Sheet submission.

b) The request must be accompanied by a written document clearly explaining the basis for the exemption, along with any necessary supporting data as stipulated in para. 2.

c) The exemption may be requested for the entire Shark Check Sheet or only for recommendations with specific North/South implications. 

d) The initial request submission does not exempt the submission of the Shark Check Sheet from year Y-1. 

2. SCRS assessment of the request.

a) A representative from the CPC requesting the exemption must present the submitted document during the September Shark Species Group meeting of the same submission year. 

b) The Shark Species Group will review the document in order to assess the appropriateness of the exemption request, in line with the following guidelines:

1. For CPCs that do not have active fleets targeting tuna and tuna-like species in the ICCAT area of competence: 

i. Declaration and evidence that the CPC does not have active fleets on fisheries targeting tuna and tuna-like species in the ICCAT area of competence. 

2. For CPCs that have active fleets on fisheries targeting tuna and tuna-like species in the ICCAT area of competence: 

i. The existence of a list of ICCAT shark species recorded in the area in which the CPC performs fishing activities for which the exemption is being requested. 

ii. Existence of scientific evidence (e.g., report based on onboard observer program data) clearly demonstrating the absence of interactions between the listed ICCAT sharks species and the fishing gears used by the CPCs requesting the exemption: 

a) The report should cover all seasons and include multiple trips, to ensure that rare bycatch events can be detected.

b) The report should provide data with a high degree of spatial coverage of fishing effort by gear type.

3. If the SCRS does not confirm the request, the CPC will have to continue to submit the Shark Check Sheet in the following year. The CPC always have the right to resubmit an exemption request in the following years. 

4. Each year, for a period of five years, the CPC exempt of completing the Shark Check Sheet will have to confirm annually in their Annual Report that no changes in their fisheries have been produced that might alter the conclusion that it qualifies for an exemption. To renew the exemption for the next 5-year period a new exemption request should be submitted in the year Y+5 in line with the requirements of 2.b.  

5. In an absence of scientific evidence as defined in 2.b or if the SCRS determine that this “apparent” evidence no longer justifies an exemption, the SCRS would rescind the exemption status.

6. The Shark Check Sheet should be modified in order to reflect the SCRS confirmation of exemption. The following row on exemption should be included first in the Shark Check Sheet: 
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	Rec. #
	Para #
	Previously
	Requirement
	Status of implementation
	Relevant domestic laws or regulations (as applicable, include text, refs, or
links where this
information is codified)
	Note

	ALL SHARKS

	18-06
(All sharks)
	3
	None
	Contracting Parties, and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (hereafter referred to as CPCs) may be exempt from the submission of the Check Sheet when vessels flying their Flag are not likely to catch any sharks species covered by the Recommendations Rec. 04-10, 07-06, 09-07, 10-07, 10-08, 11‑08, 11-15, and 15-06 on the condition that the concerned CPCs obtained a confirmation by the Sharks Species Group through necessary data submitted by CPCs for this purpose.

	Yes or No
	
	If “No”
SHK Check Sheet must be fully completed.

If “Yes” 
indicate date 
exemption received or date of request.

If “Yes” 
also indicate 
if fully or partially exempt.

If partially exempt, indicate in each Rec. field the exemption.




