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Information on implementation of Scientific Observer Programs as reported by CPCs 
(compiled by the ICCAT Secretariat)

(Information as of 17 October 2025)

The information in the table below shows the responses from CPCs to requirement S:GEN11, Information on implementation of Recommendation by ICCAT to establish minimum standards for fishing vessel scientific observer program (Rec. 16-14). Most of the pertinent information will be contained in the Annual Reports themselves, but the summary gives an indication of whether or not it was provided. A list of those who submitted completed ST09 form is also included. The table also provides a summary of the implementation of ICCAT CPC Domestic Observer Programmes, when applicable. Coverage ratios are calculated by number of trips (Ntrip), number of days (Ndays), number of sets (Nset), number of vessels (No. of vessels).

	CPC
	Applicable?
	First Submission date
	Response / Reason for N/A
	Secretariat observation
	ST09 Submitted?
	Reason in IOMS for non-submission of ST09
	Reporting Flag
	Start year
	Fisheries monitored (1 or more)
	Percent coverage ratio (%)
	Coverage based on
	Secretariat observation

	Albania
	Yes
	
	Albania has Observer program data on discards, bycatch or incidental catch of vulnerable species in the Albanian fleet of trawlers and small pelagic purse seiners in the Adriatic Sea.
	 
	No
	Observer program is focused on discards, bycatch or incidental catch of vulnerable species in the Albanian fleet of trawlers and small pelagic purse seiners in Adriatic Sea.
	Albania
	
	
	0.00%
	 
	 

	Algeria
	No
	
	No changes last transmission.
	Answer should be Y = Applicable. No exemption from this requirement has been granted.
	No
	No changes since last transmission.
	Algeria
	
	
	..
	 
	 

	Angola
	No
	
	Angola does not have scientific observer onboard, but will have next year.
	 
	No
	Angola does not have scientific observer onboard, but will have next year.
	Angola
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Barbados
	No
	
	Barbados has not yet implemented an observer program. Nevertheless, the Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Bill, 2024 and accompanying Regulations mandate that the masters of fishing vessels participate in observer programs including electronic monitoring as stipulated by the Chief Fisheries Officer. As referenced in the National Report, Barbados is engaged in an EMS programme via Shellcatch and details will be provided in a timely manner to ICCAT in the context of validation.
	 
	No
	Barbados has not yet implemented an observer program. Nevertheless, the Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Bill, 2024 and accompanying Regulations mandate that the masters of fishing vessels participate in observer programs including electronic monitoring as stipulated by the Chief Fisheries Officer. As referenced in the National Report, Barbados is engaged in an EMS programme via Shellcatch and details will be provided in a timely manner to ICCAT in the context of validation.
	Barbados
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Belize
	No
	2025-03-24
	Belize does not carry out alternative scientific monitoring as we have no small-scale vessels in our fleet unable to carry an observer.
	Answer should be Y = Applicable
	No
	Belize does not carry out alternative scientific monitoring as we have no small-scale vessels in our fleet unable to carry an observer.
	Belize
	2018
	LL
	7.00%
	Ntrip
	 

	Bolivia
	No
	
	Bolivia did not have a national observer programme in operation, nor did it use an alternative approach, as it did not have any fishing vessels authorised to operate in the Convention area during the reporting period.
	No fisheries.
	Yes
	 
	Bolivia
	
	
	5.00%
	 
	Form did not contain information about which fisheries coverage rate applied.

	Brazil
	Yes
	
	Data unavailable at this time.
	 
	No
	Data unavailable at this time.
	Brazil
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Cabo Verde
	Yes
	
	Besides Cabo Verde, there is no observer program yet implemented. However, Cabo Verde is working on establishing one. The first step has already been taken by providing training to potential observers, and Cabo Verde is currently establishing agreements with national and regional NGOs to operationalise the observer program.
	Cabo Verde has 7 authorised vessels on ICCAT Record and caught a total of 3,690 t of ICCAT species combined in 2024.
	No
	 
	Cabo Verde
	2005
	PS
	
	 
	 

	Canada
	Yes
	2025-07-16
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Canada
	2018
	LL
	3.00%
	Ntrip
	 

	China PR.
	Yes
	2025-09-15
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	China PR
	2001
	LL
	10.40%
	Nset
	 

	Chinese Taipei
	Yes
	
	2025-07-10
	 
	Yes
	 
	Chinese Taipei
	2002
	LL
	13.00%
	Nday
	 

	Costa Rica
	Yes
	
	In 2023, Costa Rica began implementing log sheets to collect information on discards and bycatch in the fleet operating in the Atlantic. A pilot programme of on board observers (human and electronic) is being implemented, which will form the basis for the design of the on board observer programme. We thank the SCRS and the Secretariat for their collaboration in providing capacity-building workshops to help Costa Rica meet the requirements for reporting total live and dead discards.
	 
	Yes (no data reported)
	Costa Rica is implementing a pilot scheme for on board observers (human and electronic), which will form the basis for the design of the on board observer programme.
	Costa Rica
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Côte d'Ivoire
	Yes
	
	 
	 
	No
	 
	Côte d'Ivoire
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Curaçao
	Yes
	
	Yes, in case of fishery activities normally Curaçao has observers that operate on the Curaçao vessels that are trained by AZTI.
	No activity in 2024.
	No
	 
	Curaçao
	2018
	PS
	100.00%
	Nset
	 

	Egypt
	Yes
	
	LFRPDA conducted a national training programme for local fisheries observers of Egypt on ICCAT data collection and reporting, in collaboration with the NIOF in the 2025 fishing season funded by ICCAT/Japan Capacity-building Assistance Project (Phase 3).
	 
	It was rejected in IOMS because of errors.
	LFRPDA conducted a national training programme for local fisheries observers of Egypt on ICCAT data collection and reporting, in collaboration with the NIOF in the 2025 fishing season funded by ICCAT/Japan Capacity-building Assistance Project (Phase 3).
	Egypt
	
	
	
	 
	 

	El Salvador
	Yes
	2025-06-20
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	El Salvador
	2015
	PS
	100%
	Ntrip
	 

	EU
	Yes
	
	No information to report.
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Portugal
	2012
	LL
	3%
	Nset
	 

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Cyprus
	2006
	LL
	1%
	Nset
	 

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-France
	2005
	PS(ETRO)
	100%
	Nset
	 

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Greece
	NA
	LL
	4.00%
	Ntrip
	Updates in 2025 but coverage rate left blank.

	 EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Croatia
	2013
	LL, RR, PS
	
	 
	Observer data reported for these fleets but no coverage ratios.

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Italy
	2024
	LL, TP
	20%, 100%
	Ntrip, Nday


	 

	 EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Ireland
	2024
	
	
	 
	No observer data were collected for the ALB fishery in 2024. Further details on the reasons for this and plans to remedy in future years will be included in section 2 of the UK annual report. 

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-Malta
	2024
	LL
	0.15%
	NDAY
	 

	EU
	
	
	 
	 
	No
	 
	EU-Portugal Madeira
	2018
	BB
	11.00%
	No. Of Vessels
	Based on 2019 ST11 submission. No data submitted for HL coverage ratio.

	 
	
	
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	EU-España
	2020
	LL, PS(ETRO)
	6%, 53%
	Ntrip, Nset
	 

	France (SPM)
	Yes
	2025-07-08
	2025-07-08. No scientific observer vessel. 
	 
	Yes
	 
	France (SPM)
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Gabon
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	Gabon
	
	
	
	 
	 

	The Gambia
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	The Gambia
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Ghana
	Yes
	
	Annual report
	 
	No
	 
	Ghana
	2006
	PS, BB
	67.00%
	No. of vessels
	Based on 2017 ST11 submission. Only one figure reported for both PS and BB fleets.

	Guatemala
	No
	
	Not applicable. Guatemala does not have small vessels and does not have a scientific observer programme.
	 
	No
	Not applicable. Guatemala does not have small vessels and does not have a scientific observer programme.
	Guatemala
	2013
	PS
	45.00%
	Nset
	 

	Equatorial Guinea 
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	Equatorial Guinea 
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Guinea Bissau
	Yes
	
	It does not have any tuna fishing vessels. It does not apply.
	 
	No
	It does not have any tuna fishing vessels.
	Guinea Bissau
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Guinea Republic
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	Yes
	No reason for no transmittal, only date of submission of the Annual Report. However, no ST09 form has been sent. 
	Guinea Republic
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Guyana
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	Guyana
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Honduras
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	Honduras does not have any authorized fishing vessels catching ICCAT species.
	Honduras
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Iceland
	No
	
	No such fisheries.
	 
	Yes
	 
	Iceland
	
	
	
	 
	No direct ICCAT fisheries by Icelandic vessels in 2024 - no data to report.

	Japan
	Yes
	2025-09-11
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Japan
	1992
	LL
	11%
	Nset
	 

	Korea Rep.
	Yes
	2025-07-15
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Korea Rep.
	2024
	LL
	14%
	Nset
	 

	Liberia
	Yes
	2025-08-27
	 
	 
	No
	 
	Liberia
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Libya
	No
	
	No information regarding 16-14.
	Answer should be Y = Applicable
	No
	 
	Libya
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Morocco
	Yes
	
	Document SCRS
	 
	Yes
	 
	Morocco
	2018
	LL
	5%
	Nset
	 

	Mauritania
	No
	
	It does not apply as there is no fleet.
	 
	No
	It does not apply as there is no fleet.
	Mauritania
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Mexico
	Yes
	2025-07-07
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Mexico
	2024
	LL
	100%
	Ntrip
	 

	Namibia
	Yes
	
	15/07/2025
	 
	No
	 
	Namibia
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Nicaragua
	No
	
	N/A (Nicaragua has not collected information in the framework of national tuna observers, as there is currently no fishing fleet operating in the Convention area).
	No fisheries.
	No
	N/A (Nicaragua has not collected information in the framework of national tuna observers, as there is currently no fishing fleet operating in the Convention area).
	Nicaragua
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Nigeria
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS. Reported no activity.
	No
	 
	Nigeria
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Norway
	Yes
	2019-02-15
	This information is provided in Part II, Section 4 of the Norwegian Annual Report.
	 
	Yes
	 
	Norway
	2018
	LL, PS
	27%, 0%
	Ntrip, Nset
	 

	Panama
	Yes
	2023-07-21
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Panama
	2023
	LL, PS, PS, PS(ETRO)
	11%, 78%, 100%, 100%
	Nset, Nset, Ntrip, Nset
	 

	Philippines
	No
	
	Not applicable. This CPC has had no active fleet in the ICCAT Convention area from 2015 to present.

	No fisheries.
	No
	The Philippines has had no active fleet in the ICCAT Convention area from 2015 to present.
	Philippines
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Russia
	Yes
	2025-07-14
	Observers covered  13% fishing  days of  trawl fisheries (2025-07-14).
	 
	Yes
	 
	Russian Federation
	2018
	TW
	13%
	Nday
	 

	São Tomé e Príncipe
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	São Tomé e Príncipe
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Senegal
	Yes
	
	Observers are effectively embarking on tuna seiners and all information collected has been submitted using form ST09.
	 
	Yes
	 
	Senegal
	2023
	PS
	41.00%
	Nset
	 

	Sierra Leone
	Yes
	
	Sierra Leone does not have observers on board tuna vessels.
	 
	No
	Sierra Leone does not have observers on board tuna vessels.
	Sierra Leone
	
	
	
	 
	 

	South Africa
	Yes
	2025-09-15
	Included in Annual Report (Scientific)
	 
	Yes
	 
	South Africa
	2012
	LL
	11%
	Nset
	 

	St Vincent & Grenadines
	No
	
	No Observer program in place. Only artisanal fleet with vessels less than 10 metres length in operation.
	Answer should be Y = Applicable
	No
	St Vincent and the Grenadines does not have an observer programme in place. The vessels currently operating is the artisanal fleet.








	St Vincent & Grenadines
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Suriname
	No
	
	Suriname is not able yet to implement a National Observer Program for the Surinamese tuna vessels due to the lack of human and financial capacity but is continuously seeking alternative options to implement it as soon as possible.
	 
	Yes
	Suriname is not able yet to implement a National Observer Program for the Surinamese tuna vessels due to the lack of human and financial capacity.
	Suriname
	2023
	PS
	2%
	Ntrip
	 

	Syria
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	Syria
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Trinidad & Tobago
	
	
	 
	No response in IOMS.
	No
	 
	Trinidad & Tobago
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Tunisia
	Yes
	2025-07-11
	 
	 
	Yes
	 
	Tunisia
	2012
	PS
	100.00%
	Nset
	 

	Türkiye
	Yes
	2025-09-12
	Sent to ICCAT on 2025/09/12 in the report "Report_on_GEN11_SHK01_BYC04_BYC05_TUR2025".
	 
	Yes
	 
	Türkiye
	2012
	GN
	100.00%
	Ntrip
	 

	United Kingdom
	Yes
	
	In 2024, Met UK had one domestic observer programme applicable to its North Atlantic albacore fishery which consisted of two pair trawlers. Observers are experienced and trained to complete ST09-DomObPrg. 
Met UK has also consolidated guidance to industry on observer requirements in ICCAT, to aid industry understanding of master and observer responsibilities. Guidance includes type and frequency of coverage needed, obligations of the master and observer, and safety protocols. Further details about the Met UK not being able to meet its observer coverage in 2024 are contained in section 2.2.

Bermuda had a longline observer operational in 2024.

Training was undertaken in the UKOTs for implementation of Rec. 16-14 in 2024.
	 
	Yes
	 
	Great Britain
	2023
	TW
	11.00%
	TW-Nday
	 

	United Kingdom
	Yes
	
	In 2024, Met UK had one domestic observer programme applicable to its North Atlantic albacore fishery which consisted of two pair trawlers. Observers are experienced and trained to complete ST09-DomObPrg. Met UK has also consolidated guidance to industry on observer requirements in ICCAT, to aid industry understanding of master and observer responsibilities. Guidance includes type and frequency of coverage needed, obligations of the master and observer, and safety protocols. Further details about the Met UK not being able to meet its observer coverage in 2024 are contained in section 2.2.

Bermuda had a longline observer operational in 2024.

Training was undertaken in the UKOTs for implementation of Rec. 16-14 in 2024.
	 
	Yes
	 
	UK-Bermuda
	2024
	LL, RR
	7%, 100%
	Ntrip, Nday
	Updates in 2025.

	United Kingdom
	Yes
	
	In 2024, Met UK had one domestic observer programme applicable to its North Atlantic albacore fishery which consisted of two pair trawlers. Observers are experienced and trained to complete ST09-DomObPrg. Met UK has also consolidated guidance to industry on observer requirements in ICCAT, to aid industry understanding of master and observer responsibilities. Guidance includes type and frequency of coverage needed, obligations of the master and observer, and safety protocols. Further details about the Met UK not being able to meet its observer coverage in 2024 are contained in section 2.2.

Bermuda had a longline observer operational in 2024.

Training was undertaken in the UKOTs for implementation of Rec. 16-14 in 2024.

	 
	Yes
	 
	UK-Sta Helena
	2021
	RR
	3%
	NDAY
	 

	United Kingdom
	Yes
	
	In 2024, Met UK had one domestic observer programme applicable to its North Atlantic albacore fishery which consisted of two pair trawlers. Observers are experienced and trained to complete ST09-DomObPrg. Met UK has also consolidated guidance to industry on observer requirements in ICCAT, to aid industry understanding of master and observer responsibilities. Guidance includes type and frequency of coverage needed, obligations of the master and observer, and safety protocols. Further details about the Met UK not being able to meet its observer coverage in 2024 are contained in section 2.2.
Bermuda had a longline observer operational in 2024.

Training was undertaken in the UKOTs for implementation of Rec. 16-14 in 2024.
	 
	Yes
	 
	UK-Turks and Caicos
	2023
	
	
	 
	Observers on the landing locations of tournaments.

	United Kingdom
	Yes
	
	In 2024, Met UK had one domestic observer programme applicable to its North Atlantic albacore fishery which consisted of two pair trawlers. Observers are experienced and trained to complete ST09-DomObPrg. Met UK has also consolidated guidance to industry on observer requirements in ICCAT, to aid industry understanding of master and observer responsibilities. Guidance includes type and frequency of coverage needed, obligations of the master and observer, and safety protocols. Further details about the Met UK not being able to meet its observer coverage in 2024 are contained in section 2.2.
Bermuda had a longline observer operational in 2024.

Training was undertaken in the UKOTs for implementation of Rec. 16-14 in 2024.
	 
	Yes
	 
	UK-British Virgin Islands
	2023
	
	
	 
	The VGB does not operate a domestic observer programme.

	United States
	Yes
	
	Section 2 of U.S. National Report
	 
	Yes
	 
	United States
	1992
	LL
	14.00%
	Nset
	 

	Uruguay
	No
	
	Sin actividad de la flota en 2024.
	 
	No
	No fleet activity in 2024
	Uruguay
	
	
	
	 
	 

	Venezuela
	Yes
	
	Venezuela has noted difficulties in developing the observer program.
	 
	No
	Venezuela has noted difficulties in developing the observer program. 
	Venezuela
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