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ADDENDUM 1 au COC-315
ADENDA 1 al COC-315

This addendum to COC-315/2025 contains the Billfish Check Sheets, including revisions, received after the 17th of October 2025, from: the United Kingdom. 
Le présent addendum au COC-314/2025 contient les Feuilles de contrôle de la mise en oeuvre des mesures s'appliquant aux istiophoridés, incluant les révisons, ayant été reçues après le 17 octobre 2025 du : Royaume-Uni.
Esta adenda al COC-314/2025 contiene las Hoja de control del cumplimento de las medidas relacionadas con los istiofóridos, incluidas las revisiones, recibidas después del 17 de octubre de 2025, del: Reino Uniddo.
[bookmark: _Hlk112159628]
Billfish Implementation Check Sheet
	Name of CPC: UNITED KINGDOM (2025)
Note: Each ICCAT requirement must be implemented in a legally binding manner. Just requesting fishermen to implement measures should not be regarded as implementation, except where the ICCAT provision is non-binding.
Note that “non-applicable” or “N/A” may only be used as a response where this is provided as an option in the Status of Implementation column.



	Rec. #
	Para #
	Requirement
	Status of implemen-tation
	Relevant domestic laws or regulations (as applicable, include text, references, or
links where this 
information is codified) 
	Notes/explanations

	19-05
	2
	Landings limits – 
Blue marlin landings limits.  Para. 2 establishes CPC-specific landing limits for certain CPCs and a generally applicable landing limit for all other CPCs.
 
Were your CPC’s total landings (from all fisheries, including commercial, recreational, sport, artisanal, subsistence) for blue marlin within the applicable limit in paragraph 2 or (or in the case of CPCs with a specific landings limit), within that CPC’s adjusted landings limit on the relevant marlin compliance table? 
	Yes 
	
	Reported in Task 1, 2 & 3 data submitted as follows:

Bermuda – 1443 kg 

St Helena – 0 kg

UK Virgin Islands – 0 kg

Turks and Caicos Islands – 0 kg

Met UK – 0 kg



	19-05
	2
	White marlin/roundscale spearfish combined landings limits.  Para. 2 establishes CPC-specific landings limits for certain CPCs and a generally applicable landing limit for all other CPCs.
 
Were your CPC’s total landings (from all fisheries, including commercial, recreational, sport, artisanal, subsistence) for white marlin/roundscale spearfish (combined) within the applicable limit in paragraph 2 or (or in the case of CPCs with a specific landings limit, within that CPC’s adjusted landings limit on the relevant marlin compliance table)?
	Yes 
	
	Reported in Task 1 & 2 data submitted as follows:

Bermuda – 174 kg 

St Helena – 0 kg

UK Virgin Islands – 0 kg 

Turks and Caicos Islands – 0 kg 

Met UK – 0 kg







	[bookmark: _Hlk64881195]19-05
	4
	“To the extent possible, CPCs shall require pelagic longline vessels and purse seine vessels flying their flag to promptly release blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are alive at haul-back, giving due consideration to the safety of crew members, in a manner that causes the least harm and maximizes post-release survival.”

	Yes 
	Fisheries Regulations 2010.
	UK Overseas Territory (UKOT) interaction with the species is recreational and most of the fisheries are catch release.

Bermuda -  The 13.7m longliner licensed to fish in Bermuda is prohibited from retaining blue and white marlin under the Fisheries Regulations 2010. 

St Helena – No longline or purse seine activity. Only rod and reel methodology is allowed as condition of licenses issued under the Fisheries Ordinance 2021

Ascension – no longline or purse seine activity – prohibited under the Fisheries Conservation and Management Ordinance 2013. 

Tristan da Cunha – The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and  Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to ICCAT species fisheries – including longline and purse seine fisheries 

UK Virgin Islands – No longline or purse seine activity.  

Turks and Caicos Islands – No longline or purse seine. activity
Met UK – Met UK does not have any purse seine or longline vessels engaged in ICCAT fisheries and does not encounter these species in our waters. .

	19-05
	5
	CPCs shall encourage the implementation of the minimum standards for safe handling and live release procedures, as specified in Annex 1, while giving due consideration to the safety of the crew. The fishing vessels should have — readily available on deck and easily accessible by the crew — a lifting device, bolt cutter, dehooker/disgorger and line-cutter to safely release the live marlins caught.
	Yes

	 
	Engagement material on fish identification and handling has been developed for the UKOTs. Focus of these leaflets is to showcase best practice for handling and release of billfish.

Ascension 
Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 (as amended) 

Bermuda – Pelagic longline license requires all billfish to be released in a way that maximises their survival. An identification and safe handling guide was produced in 2022

St Helena – “How to safely release” guide disseminated.

Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to commercial activity for ICCAT species. Recreational activity is very low. 

Turks and Caicos Islands
Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process  

Met UK – Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters and has no incidental catches of the species.


	19-05
	6
	CPCs should ensure that captain and crew members of their fishing vessels are adequately trained, aware of and use proper mitigation, identification, handling and releasing techniques and keep on board all equipment necessary for the release of marlins, in accordance with the minimum standards for safe handling procedures as specified in Annex 1. Nothing in this measure shall prevent CPCs from adopting more stringent measures.
	Yes 

	



	Ascension 
Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 (as amended). This legislation requires the safe release of the species.  

Bermuda – Addendum 1 of the pelagic longline license requires marlin species to be released in a manner that maximises their survival. An identification and safe handling guide was produced in 2022

St Helena – How to safely release guide disseminated 

UK Virgin Islands – UK Virgin Islands is looking to disseminate these handling procedures. The commercial fleet has very limited interaction with billfish species 

Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to commercial activity for ICCAT species. Recreational activity is very low. 
Turks and Caicos Islands –Training and handling material has been disseminated
Met UK – Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters and has no incidental catches of the species.

	19-05
	7
	“CPCs shall endeavor to minimize the post-release mortality of marlins/roundscale spearfish in their ICCAT fisheries.”
	Yes
	
	UKOT interaction with the species is recreational and most of the fisheries are catch release. 

Ascension 
Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 (as amended) 


Bermuda – Pelagic longline license requires all billfish to be released in a way that maximises their survival. 

An identification and safe handling guide was produced in 2022 for all fisheries. 

St Helena – engagement material disseminated. 

UK Virgin Islands – SI 20 of 2003 requires the release of blue and white marlin. Marlin caught in sports/recreational fisheries are required to be released in accordance with the International Game Fishing Association Rules.

Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to commercial activity for ICCAT species. Recreational activity is very low. 

Turks and Caicos Islands – Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process. Amendments include safe release requirements.

Met UK – Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters and has no incidental catches of the species.

	19-05
	8
	CPCs may authorize their pelagic longline and purse seine vessels to catch and retain on board, transship, or land blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are dead, within their landing limit.
	Not applicable 
	Longline license conditions issued under the Fisheries Act 1972 

	Ascension - – does not have long line or purse seine vessels – prohibited under the Fisheries Conservation and Management Ordinance 2013.

Bermuda – does not have any purse seine vessels.  Pelagic longline licenses prohibit the retention of any billfish species. 

St Helena – does not have long line or purse seine vessels. Only rod and reel methodology is allowed as condition of licenses issued under the Fisheries Ordinance 2021


Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to ICCAT species fisheries – including longline fisheries 


UK Virgin Islands – does not have long line or purse seine vessels. 

Turks and Caicos Islands – does not have longline or purse seine vessels.

Met UK – Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters and has no incidental catches of the species. Met UK does not have any purse seine or longline vessels.

	19-05
	9
	“For CPCs that prohibit dead discards, the landings of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are dead when brought alongside the vessel and that are not sold or entered into commerce shall not count against the limits established in paragraph 2, on the condition that such prohibition be clearly explained in their Annual Report. This provision shall be applicable only to commercial fisheries.”

Does your CPC prohibit dead discard of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish?
	No
	
	UKOTs do not prohibit dead discarding.

Met UK – Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters and has no incidental catches of the species. Met UK also does not prohibit dead discarding.



	19-05
	10
	Blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are caught for local consumption by developing coastal CPCs or by other CPCs' small island, artisanal, subsistence, and small-scale coastal fisheries are exempted from Paragraph 4, provided that these CPCs (a) submit Task 1 and Task 2 data according to the reporting procedures established by the SCRS and (b) in the case of non-developing coastal CPCs, notify the Commission of their claim to this exemption and the measures taken to limit application of this exemption to such fisheries.
	N/A (Not applicable)
	
	UK has not sought this exemption



	19-05
	11a
	For recreational and sport fisheries: a) CPCs shall take appropriate measures to ensure that any released fish are released in a manner that causes the least harm.
	Yes 
	
	Engagement material on fish identification and handling has been developed for the UKOTs. Focus of these leaflets is to showcase best practice for handling and release of billfish.

Ascension 
Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 and new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is currently going  through the legislative process. 
Bermuda – legislation currently covers removal of fish not specifically minimal harm on release. 

St Helena – literature developed and disseminated.

Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to commercial activity for ICCAT species fisheries. Recreational activity is very low. 

UK Virgin Islands – Section 54 J of SI 20 of 2003 requires release of the species in accordance with the International Game Fishing Association requirements. 

Turks and Caicos Islands – Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process. Amendments include safe release requirements.

Met UK –Met UK does not encounter these species in our waters

	19-05
	12
	CPCs shall collect catch data on blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish, including live and dead discards, through logbooks and scientific observer programs as required by Rec. 11-10 and Rec. 16-14. CPCs shall include their estimates of total dead and live discards in their Task 1 Nominal Catch data submission.
	Yes 
	
	Data submitted as Task 1 for UKOTs.

Ascension
Has designated a Marine Protected Area (MPA) that prohibits commercial fishing, this means there are no catch or discard reporting arrangements. 

Bermuda – Weekly longline statistics form is a license condition – including dead/alive discard data. 

Tristan da Cunha 
The legislation prohibiting  all commercial fishing for ICCAT species means there are no catch or discard reporting arrangements. Recreational activity is very low. 

St Helena – Completion of logbook  is a licence condition, including   dead/alive discards . 

UK Virgin Islands – Logbooks are required for all recreational, sports and commercial fishing licenses issued under SI 20 of 2003

Turks and Caicos Islands – Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process. Amendments include safe release requirements. 

Met UK - has logbook requirements for all commercial fishing vessels including catches and discards.


	19-05
	11, 13, 14, 17
	Does the CPC have recreational fisheries that interact with blue marlin or white marlin/roundscale spearfish?
	Yes 
	
	Bermuda – Yes. Interaction occurs. Section 7 of the Fisheries Act 1972 requires licences for foreign sport fishing vessels. Legislation prohibits the sale of fish that have been recreationally caught. 

St Helena – Yes and sports and recreational activity requires a license. All billfish are catch release under these licenses 

Ascension – Yes. Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 and new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is currently going  through the legislative process. )  

Tristan da Cunha – under the Marine Protection Zone (MPZ) 8% of the EEZ is open to recreational fisheries. This activity is currently being assessed but any interaction with blue or white marlin/roundscale spearfish is highly unlikely 

UK Virgin Islands – Yes and licenses are required under SI 20 of 2003 for recreational and sports fishing activity.

Turks and Caicos Islands – Yes. Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process. Amendments include safe release requirements.
Met UK – Met UK does not have any recreational fisheries for blue marlin or white marlin/roundscale spearfish. 

	19-05
	13

	“CPCs shall establish or maintain data collection programs in recreational and sport fisheries, including a minimum of 5% scientific observer coverage of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish tournaments, to ensure that catches are reported in accordance with existing ICCAT reporting obligations.”

Does your CPC meet the 5% requirement?
	Yes 
	Implemented in June-July 2024 

	UKOTs implemented 37.5% observer coverage of their tournaments in 2024.

Met UK – does not have any recreational or sport fishery for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish.


	19-05
	11b)
	For recreational and sport fisheries: “CPCs shall establish minimum sizes for retention that meet or exceed the following lengths: 251 cm Lower Jaw-Fork Length (LJFL) for blue marlin and 168 cm LJFL for white marlin/roundscale spearfish."

Has your CPC adopted minimum size requirements consistent with these?

	No
	Not all UK OTs have implemented this to date 

	
Bermuda – Fisheries Regulations 2010 sets minimum sizes for marlin expressed as weight – blue marlin 114 kg (250 lbs) and white marlin 23 kg (50 lbs). 

St Helena – Sports (Angling) and Recreational Fishing licenses issued under The Fisheries Ordinance 2021 require catch release for blue and white marlin. Both licenses permit landing for credible record attempts within the Lower Fork Jaw Length (LFJL) limits required.    

Ascension – Yes. Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 and new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is currently going through the legislative process. 

Tristan da Cunha – Tristan da Cunha – under the Marine Protection Zone (MPZ) 8% of the EEZ is open to recreational fisheries. This activity is currently being assessed but any interaction with blue or white marlin/roundscale spearfish is highly unlikely 


UK Virgin Islands – Section 54 of SI 20 of 2003 – sports fishing license requires catch release of blue and white marlin. Pleasure fishing license limits fish to personal consumption under Regulation 16.

Turks and Caicos Islands – 
Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process  

Met UK – does not have any recreational fishery or sport fishery for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish. 

	19-05
	11c)
	“CPCs shall prohibit the sale, or offering for sale, of any part or whole carcass of blue marlin or white marlin/roundscale spearfish caught in recreational and sport fisheries.”

Has your CPC implemented this no sale provision?

	Yes 
	Met UK – Fisheries Act 2020 “14(1) Fishing anywhere by a British fishing boat is prohibited unless authorised by a licence”. Met UK does not allow any commercial value to be gained from any catch associated with recreational fisheries. 
	Bermuda – Fisheries Regulations 2010, Regulation 18 (1) prohibits the sale of all fish from vessels without a commercial license – www.bermudalaws.bm.

St Helena – Sports (Angling) and Recreational Fishing licenses issued in 2024 prohibit the sale of the blue and white marlin.  

Tristan da Cunha – Tristan da Cunha – under the Marine Protection Zone (MPZ) 8% of the EEZ is open to recreational fisheries. This activity is currently being assessed but any interaction with blue or white marlin/roundscale spearfish is highly unlikely 

Ascension – Yes. Ascension Island Government has drafted amendments to the Wildlife Protection Ordinance 2013 and new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is currently going through the legislative process. 


UK Virgin Islands – Section 54 of SI 20 of 2003 – sports fishing license requires catch release of blue and white marlin. 

Turks and Caicos Islands –
Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process  



	19-05
	23
	“Consistent with the Recommendation by ICCAT on Improvement of Compliance Review of Conservation and Management Measures Regarding Billfish Caught in the ICCAT Convention Area (Rec. 18-05), CPCs shall submit details of their implementation of this measure through domestic law or regulations, including monitoring, control and surveillance measures, and of their compliance with this measure using the billfish check sheet.”

Does your CPC provide this information to ICCAT?
	Yes 
	UKOTs have submitted previously 
	The UK has provided a billfish check sheet as required and provided additional information in its annual report. 

	19-05
	16
	Does your CPC have artisanal and small-scale fisheries that interact with blue marlin or white marlin/roundscale spearfish?
	

No
	
	UKOTs do not have small-scale artisanal fisheries; they only have sport and recreational fisheries. 

Met UK does not have any small scale or artisanal fisheries. 


	19-05
	16
	“CPCs with artisanal and small-scale fisheries shall also provide information about their data collection programs.”
	
 N/A (Not applicable)
	
	UKOTs do not have small-scale artisanal fisheries.

Met UK does not have any small scale or artisanal fisheries.


	19-05
	14
	“CPCs shall provide their estimates of total live and dead discards of blue marlin, white marlin/roundscale spearfish, based on fishing logbooks, landing declarations, or equivalent document for the sport/recreational fisheries, as well as scientific observer reports, as part of their Task 1 and 2 data submission to support the stock assessment process”
Has your CPC provided this data by the deadline?
	Yes
	
	Positive reported catch in Task 1 & 2 data as follows:
Bermuda 
BUM:
-Dead discards = 0kg 
-Live discards = 12,680 kg 
WHM:
-Dead discards = 38 kg
-Live discards = 933 kg

St Helena 
BUM-No discards of either BUM or WHM 

UK Virgin Islands – No discards of either BUM or WHM reported. 

Turks and Caicos Islands – No discards of either BUM or WHM reported.  

Met UK - There were no discards of BUM, WHM or RSP in 2024.


	16-11
	1
	“Contracting Parties and Cooperating non‐Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (CPCs) whose vessels catch Atlantic sailfish (Istiophorus albicans) in the Convention Area shall ensure that management measures are in place to support the conservation of this species in line with ICCAT's Convention objective by undertaking the following: …. 
(b) To prevent catches from exceeding this level for either stock of sailfish, CPCs shall take or maintain appropriate measures to limit sailfish mortality. Such measures could include, for example: releasing live sailfish, encouraging or requiring the use of circle hooks or other effective gear modifications, implementing a minimum size, and/or limiting days at sea.”
	Yes
	

	
Bermuda – Addendum 1 of the Pelagic longline license prohibits the retention of any sailfish.

St Helena – All licenses issued under The Fisheries Protection Ordinance 2021 make sailfish a no take species.  


Ascension – Ascension Island Government has drafted new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is going through the legislative process. 

Tristan da Cunha 
The Marine Protection Zone Ordinance 2021 (and Marine Management Plan) have closed the EEZ to commercial activity for ICCAT species fisheries. Recreational activity is very low. 

UK Virgin Islands – Sailfish in commercial and sports fisheries are catch release under licenses issued under SI 20 of 2003. There are not currently similar conditions in the commercial licenses 

Turks and Caicos Islands  
Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process  

. 

Met UK – Met UK does not catch sailfish in the Convention Area.


	16-11
	2
	“CPCs shall enhance their efforts to collect data on catches of sailfish, including live and dead discards, and report these data annually as part of their Task 1 and 2 data submission to support the stock assessment process.”

Has your CPC enhanced its data collection efforts as required?  
	Yes
	
	Bermuda – Observer coverage of the Bermuda longline vessels in 2024 was 10%, complimented by an EMS system fitted to the vessel.  


St Helena has a domestic observer programme and EMS fitted to some vessels.  

Ascension – Ascension Island Government has drafted new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is going through the legislative process. 

UK Virgin Islands – Logbooks are required for all fishing licenses issued under SI 20 of 2003.

Turks and Caicos Islands – Turks and Caicos Islands has no commercial interaction with the species. Recreational/sports interaction bycatch reports are required within 7 days of the activity. Turks and Caicos Islands Government are working to increase their surveillance and enforcement of catch reporting. 

Met UK – Met UK does not catch sailfish in the Convention Area.

	16-11
	3
	CPCs shall describe their data collection programmes and steps taken to implement this Recommendation

Has your CPC de scribed its data collection programmes?
	Yes 
	
	Bermuda – Weekly longline statistics form is a licence condition – including dead/alive discard data 
Observer coverage of the Bermuda longline vessels in 2024 was 10%, complimented by an EMS system fitted to the vessel.  


Ascension – Ascension Island Government has drafted new inshore fisheries legislation and policy.  This is going through the legislative process. 

Turks and Caicos Islands – Turks and Caicos Islands  
Turks and Caicos Islands Government have drafted new Fisheries Protection Regulations (ICCAT Compliance) to fully implement this requirement – the draft is progressing through the legislative process  


St Helena – Completion of logbook  is a licence condition, including   dead/alive discards. St Helena also has a domestic observer programme and EMS fitted to some vessels 

UK Virgin Islands – Logbooks are required for all fishing licenses issued under SI 20 of 2003.

Tristan da Cunha – Tristan da Cunha – under the Marine Protection Zone (MPZ) 8% of the EEZ is open to recreational fisheries. This activity is currently being assessed but any interaction with sailfish is highly unlikely 

Met UK – All commercial fishing vessels are required to record activities including species retained or discarded on every fishing trip.








